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By Loshaun Dixon

Stiffer penalties for non-
mask wearers in public 
are being discussed, as of-
ficials aim to fight against 
complacency by the gen-
eral public with the wear-
ing of masks.

This is according to head 
of the COVID-19 task 
force, Abdias Samuel, 
who said that the wear-
ing of masks is one of the 
measures they want peo-
ple to keep being compli-
ant with.
“We get a lot of com-
plaints of people not be-
ing compliant. The task 
force would have met, and 
some of the recommen-
dations going forward in 
order for us to get some 
compliance is to host a 
number of consultation 
meetings with stakehold-
ers with the general pub-
lic via various means 
He said they also looked 
at the potential for making 
it a ticketable offence for 
failing to wear masks in 

public.

“We also looked at the po-
tential of making it a tick-
etable offence, whereby 
persons will have to pay 
a ticket for not wearing a 
mask. We looked at a cost 
of these tickets. At present 
if you are taken to court 
you can pay anywhere 
up to $5000 dollars or six 
months in prison or you 
can actually be fined for 
both. We looked at the 
ranges of cost for the tick-
etable offence, whereby if 
you don’t pay, the ticket 
itself can become an au-
tomatic summons after 10 
days.

Samuel gave the rationale 
for wanting to impose a 
penalty for not wearing 
mask, noting it was to 
keep people safe from the 
virus.
“The reason for this is, 
again, for us to be able 
to have people become 
compliant with these 
regulations that are go-
ing to help us remain 
safe against the impact 

of this virus. The non-
pharmaceutical measures 
we are highlighting and 
emphasizing so people 
can be able to continue to 
be compliant.”

He noted that the coop-

eration of all was neces-
sary in the fight against 
COVID-19.
“We need your coopera-
tion. Before we went into 
the lockdowns, we had a 
connection with the gen-
eral public, business sec-
tor, social partners, and 
the support was such that 
everybody went into the 
lockdowns unified. The 
challenge is, we have to 
reopen in a very respon-
sible manner which is 
going to take time, and it 
seems we have run out of 

patience.”

Samuels urged patience 
with the system as they 
plan to get the country 
back to normal.

“There are assessments 

being done in the best in-
terest of the general pub-
lic, and done to safeguard 
you. Therefore, be patient 
with the system.”
Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws said they 
will continue to test all 
suspected cases and the 
contacts of cases.

“Nationals are returning 
to the federation, and at 
present we have 80 re-
turning nationals - 50 on 
St. Kitts and 30 in Nevis.”

She also highlighted the 
benefit of wearing masks. 
“It is very important to 
recognize the importance 
of wearing a face mask. It 
is protecting you from the 
other person and the other 

person from you.”

She also gave tips for the 
proper use of face masks.

“I’m sharing this to un-
derscore the need for us 
to manage our face masks 
properly. Those of us who 
wear the disposable face 
masks, it is important 
for us to discard of them 
properly in the bin, and 
always wash your hands 
after taking off the face 
mask.

“Those of us who wear 

the cloth or the fabric face 
mask, I would recom-
mend that you launder 
or wash these masks at 
the end of every day. Do 
not reuse a face mask two 
or three or four days in a 
row,” she said.

She stressed that a face 
mask can reduce your risk 
of exposure to the virus. 
The CDC recommends 
all persons 2 years of age 
and older wear a cloth 
face covering in public 
settings and when around 
people who don’t live in 
your household, espe-
cially when other social 
distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain.
“COVID-19 can be 
spread by people who do 
not have symptoms and 
do not know that they are 
infected. That’s why it’s 
important for everyone 
to wear cloth face cover-
ings in public settings and 
practice social distancing

He said they also looked at the potential 

for making it a ticketable offence for 

failing to wear masks in public.
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By Monique Washington

Premier of Nevis, Hon, 
Mark Brantley has once 
again made a plea for the 
Federation’s borders to 
reopen, noting that par-
tially opening the borders 
for nationals to return puts 
the island at the same risk 
as tourists entering. 

The twin-island 
Federation closed its bor-
ders to all commercial 
flights on March 25. The 
island however allowed 
non-nationals to exit the 
island and nationals to 
re-enter on repatriation 
flights.  Recently on St. 
Kitts, one returning na-
tional tested positive for 
COVID-19 and infected a 
frontline worker.

“We must accept the risk 
that we will get COVID 
again in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. The two cases in St 
Kitts are good evidence of 
that, because while peo-
ple are saying keep the 
borders closed and keep 
out the tourists, this was 
a returning national that 
brought COVID back, 
and I am told, infected a 
health worker as a conse-
quence,” he said.  
Brantley questioned the 
differences between a 
national returning to the 
island and tourist visiting 
the island.
“What is the difference? 

Tourists can bring 
COVID, but nationals 
returning home can bring 
COVID also. So, if we 
are saying that the effort 
by keeping the borders 
closed is to guard against 
COVID, then the borders 
are then partially opened 
because we are allowing 
our people to come home, 
there is similar risk.” 
“We have just al-
lowed 100-plus Ross 
(University) students to 
come into the country that 
came in under established 
protocols. That has to be 
accepted, that is the new 
normal. I am told that the 
process went seamlessly,” 
he said.
Brantley noted that 
COVID-19 presented a 
health crisis on the is-
land, but “through good 
leadership and competent 
and technical advice” the 
island has “weathered 
that storm” and the health 
crisis has been held at bay.
Meanwhile, Dr Judy 
Nisbett, Chair of the 
Nevis COVID-19 Task 
force, said that they ex-
pect that the borders will 
open at some point, and 
currently they are getting 
all sectors ready.

The Observer questioned 
Nisbett on Monday during 
the Emergency Operation 
Centre press briefing as 
to the preparedness of the 

island when the borders 
reopen.º

Nisbett informed that the 
health sector, the tour-
ism sector, and all border 
agencies are getting ready 
with training. 

“We have also increased 
the number of ventila-
tors. We have procured 
a number of additional 
ventilators. We have 
added staff in terms of 
the Cuban contingent that 
came in March. We are 
working on our clinical 
guidelines to ensure that 
we are even more ready 
to treat patients. We are 
training all of our health 
care workers on all the 
guidelines on personal 
protective equipment. So 
we are getting ourselves 
ready in the health sector 
and all the other sectors 
are doing likewise,” she 
informed.

Antigua has recorded 
a number of new cases 
since reopening its 
borders. 

The Antigua Observer 
on July 17 reported 
that the Ministry of 
Health, Wellness and the 
Environment confirmed 
two new COVID cases 
on the island. The is-
land reports a total of 76 
cases, 57 recovered, three 
deaths, and 16 active. 

“We need to shift gears 
and have a national dis-
cussion now,” Brantley 
said, “not only with health 
officials, but also experts 

on the economy, with the 
tourism sector.” 

Last week, Medical Chief 
of Staff Dr. Cameron 

Wilkinson gave protocols 
that will govern any trav-
elers visiting St. Kitts and 
Nevis.
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Curtains

EDitorial

eDITORIAL

The Federation was amongst the earliest nations to close its borders in 
an effort to control the Corona Virus.  It did so on 25th March, almost 
4 months ago. At that time, the expectation was for a 3 month closure, 
and the stimulus package was tailored to match. Now, the Federation is 
amongst the few countries – certainly within the Caribbean – whose bor-
ders remain closed.  There is no assurance when the curtain will be lifted.

There are good reasons for continued closure..  True, we wish to remain 
Covid free, but we also want to resume our place in the world economy 
while maintaining our health status.  The health benefits of freedom from 
covid and the economic resources to remain so are now on divergent paths.   
Ultimately, the health of the nation is most important .we are too shall to 
have to fight a rapid  influx of COVID..  It’s a delicate balance that must be 
achieved.

The Hon Premier, in a moment of candour, admitted the difficulty of the 
NIA to maintain the payroll with so little collection. He said that were it not 
for the kindness of our bankers (and the frugality of the TUG at the Federal 
level and the CCM at the local level), we would not have been in this good 
a state where all public employees and many private sector ones continue 
to be employed, mostly on full wages.

The Premier is correct,leadership matters.Had COVID arrived 6 or 7 years 
ago while the sales of passports were up yet citizens,institutions and local 
churches had to accept a haircut,the country would have been much worse 
off.Under the leadership of Prime Minister Harris and his good stewardship  
the ,lean times that we have found ourselves in came while our storehouse 
and treasury are in good condition.You are correct Mr. Brantley , thank 
God for Harris’ leadership at this crucial time.

..  Economic activity must be catalysed and this can only be done in an 
open economy.  The challenge is and will be when to open, and how. As 
suggested sometime ago by President Trump, the cure must not be worse 
than the disease but, we don’t want to open too quickly and have to close 
again because of importation of the virus..

We must face reality. Opening the border has risks, the greatest being the 
risk of infection. .  Our risk management strategy must involve an all hands 
on deck approach, including those of the Cuban health personnel amongst 
us. 

Against this backdrop, it is sad that several US senators are proposing to 
target nations which requested and accepted medical and nursing assis-

tance from Cuba.  If the senators get their law passed, our countries may 
be sanctioned as human trafficking countries even as we attempt to recover 
from Covid 19.

 We appreciate the leadership role of the health professionals in the early 
stages of the fight against Corona, the government has also done an excel-
lent job providing support to residents during this awful time.. 

Difficult times lie ahead that can only be handled through governance that 
comes from our elected officials.  We believe that government must con-

tinue to be prudent and only open the boarders when the time is right.It is 
better to be safe than sorry. .
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iaSP  calls  for  global  

 decriminalization  of  suicide

By Annan Boodram – 
The Caribbean Voice
The International 
Association for Suicide 
Prevention (IASP) earlier 
this year, made a call for 
the global decriminal-
ization of suicide. The 
IASP, “recommends the 
decriminalisation of at-
tempted suicide on the 
grounds that this will:
§  reduce social stigma,

§  help remove barriers to 
obtaining adequate men-
tal health care,
§  increase access to emer-
gency medical services, 
foster suicide prevention 
activities,
§  improve the well-being 
of people who are vulner-
able to engaging in sui-
cidal behaviours,
§  contribute to more ac-
curate monitoring of sui-
cidal behaviours.
On the other hand, “The 
criminalisation of at-
tempted suicide un-
dermines national and 
international suicide 
prevention efforts and 
impedes access among 
vulnerable individuals 
and groups to suicide 
prevention and mental 
health services”. Also, 
“the criminalisation of at-
tempted suicide impedes 
the prevention of sui-
cidal behaviour”. Thus, 
the IASP “encourages 
countries where suicide 
attempts are currently 
illegal or punishable to 
develop and implement 
legislation that decrimi-
nalises suicide attempts”.

As well, the IASP recom-
mends “firm advocacy on 
the part of professionals, 
volunteers, and also by 
those who are afflicted 
with suicidal impulses” to 

promote implementation 
of effective approaches to 
suicide prevention. “This 
may involve advocacy at 
the legislative level, for 
example in decriminalis-
ing suicidal behaviour 
in those countries where 
this has not yet been 
achieved.”
 

The IASP’s Policy 
Position Statement asserts 
that while suicide has 
been decriminalised in 
many countries, attempt-
ing suicide still represents 
a punishable offence in 
45 countries, where legal 
penalties range from a 
small fine or a short pe-
riod of imprisonment to 
life imprisonment, result-
ing in significant added 
distress and upheaval for 
vulnerable individuals 
who have engaged in a 
suicide attempt and of-
ten have serious mental 
health problems, which 
need treatment.

Furthermore, “the del-
eterious effects of the 
criminalisation of suicide 
attempts go beyond the 
persecution of the indi-
vidual, by undermining 
the provision of appro-
priate care following an 
attempt, and exacerbating 
the social stigma associ-
ated with suicidal behav-
iour, which impedes help 
seeking”. It also, “hinders 
the surveillance of suicid-
al behaviours, resulting 
in an underestimation of 
their true prevalence and 
thus creates obstacles to 
the planning and imple-
mentation of appropri-
ate suicide prevention 
interventions”.
On the other hand, de-
criminalization recog-
nizes that:
v people who attempt 
suicide often have a 

reduced capacity to make 
an informed decision as 
a result of mental illness, 
substance abuse and/or an 
extreme crisis situation;

v suicidal behaviour is 
unlikely to be deterred 
by the criminal status of 
suicide attempts and the 
threat of legal sanction;
v imprisonment exacer-
bates suicide risk, leav-
ing those incarcerated for 
attempting suicide with 
a lack of, or inadequate, 
requisite psychological 
and psychiatric support;
v should lead to increased 
recognition and treatment 
of suicidal behaviour as a 
public health and social 
justice concern;
v reduce stigma and 
increase help-seeking 
among vulnerable indi-
viduals; “encourage tol-
erant and compassionate 
attitudes in healthcare 
and welfare agencies to-
wards those who attempt 
suicide;

v is highly unlikely to 
lead to an increase in ac-
tual suicidal behaviour, 
although it might result 
in a greater willingness to 
report suicidal behaviour.
Decriminalisation is most 
effective when supple-
mented by:
Ø A national suicide pre-
vention strategy and ac-
tion plan (WHO, 2014).
Ø A comprehensive sur-
veillance system to moni-
tor the characteristics of, 
and trends in,suicidal be-
haviour (WHO, 2016).
Ø Education and train-
ing for law enforcement, 
healthcare and social ser-
vices staff responsible for 
the provision of care to 
those who engage, or are 

likely to engage, in sui-
cidal behaviour.
Ø Improvements in the 
quality and accessibil-
ity of community- and 
hospital-based care for 
suicidal individuals and 
persons experiencing 
mental health difficulties.
Ø The implementation of 
measures to reduce the 
social stigma associated 
with mental ill-health and 
suicidal behaviour.
Within this context the 
IASP resolves to:
v Advocate for the de-
criminalisation of at-
tempted suicide in 
countries where this be-
haviour remains illegal or 
punishable.
v Support the implemen-
tation of legislation that 
decriminalises attempted 
suicide, through the pro-
vision of letters, research 
data and endorsements to 
support those promoting 
decriminalisation within 
their country.
v Support representa-
tives in countries where 
attempted suicide is cur-
rently punishable and 
illegal to advance the 
decriminalisation of at-
tempted suicide in their 
country.

Over the past two cen-
turies, there has been a 
worldwide shift in at-
titudes and responses to 
suicidal behaviour, from 
fear, condemnation and 
punishment to compas-
sion, understanding, 
treatment and support. 
However, the continu-
ing criminalisation of 
attempted suicide per-
petuates individual suf-
fering, exacerbates the 
stigmatisation of suicidal 
behaviour and inhib-
its help-seeking. The 

decriminalisation of at-
tempted suicide, where 
it is illegal or punishable, 
is vital to ensure that 
persons who engage in 
a suicide attempt obtain 
the help they need, and 
are supported by national 
policies, which value the 
lives and contributions 
of all the members of 
society.

It is to be noted that sui-
cide is still criminalized 
in most of the Caribbean 
except Anguilla, Antigua 
& Barbuda, Bermuda 
and the Cayman Islands. 
Last year in Guyana’s 
Director of the Mental 
Health Institute, Dr. Util 
Richmond-Thomas, was 
quoted in the media as 
being “in full support of 
the decriminalisation of 
suicide and self-harm”. 
The Director was one 
in a long line of govern-
ment officials who have 
made this call over the 
years. Non-Guyanese 
who have also made 
this call include British 
High Commissioner 
Greg Quinn and PAHO/
WHO representative, Dr. 
William Adu-Krow.

A bill to decriminalise 
suicide and self-harm 
was moved in parliament 
by the political opposi-
tion in 2016. Piloted by 
Dr. Vindhya Persaud, the 
bill came about partly 
through the work of 
The Caribbean Voice, 
more specifically Dr. 
Frank Anthony, a mem-
ber of TCV’s Board of 
Directors. Although the 
government spoke in 
support of the bill, they 
argued that the manner in 
which the legislation was 
framed both politicised 
and trivialized the issue, 
but no explanation was 

ever provided to indicate 
how this was so.
In 2015, Minister 
Khemraj Ramjattan had 
called for the decrimi-
nalisation of suicide when 
he spoke at the launch of 
the Suicide Helpline. Yet 
he was most vociferous 
in declaring that govern-
ment would not support 
the motion in parliament 
in 2016. In October 2018, 
Attorney General, Basil 
Williams, was quoted in 
the local media as stat-
ing that plans were afoot 
to decriminalise suicide. 
Two years later no move 
has yet been made to-
wards this end.

While consultations 
that Minister Ramjattan 
promised in 2015 never 
took place, a 2016 poll 
commissioned by The 
Caribbean Voice found 
that most Guyanese 
(74%) agreed that suicide 
should be decriminalised.
In 2016, after the gov-
ernment voted against 
the decriminalization 
bill, TCV called for a 
bipartisan committee to 
prepare and take another 
bill to Parliament but 
there was absolutely no 
response from the politi-
cians. TCV now urges 
the new government to 
be installed to set up this 
bipartisan committee to 
craft another bill so as to 
eliminate ‘Politicising 
and trivialising’ and en-
sure that the bill becomes 
law. We also urge that this 
new legislation makes 
provision for psychologi-
cal assistance for suicide 
survivors, something Dr. 
William Adu-Krow had 
alluded to in his call for 
decriminalization. Surely 
these are measures that all 
Guyanese politicians can 
agree on?
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By Loshaun Dixon

In what has now become 
a staple of the sum-
mer holidays, Cultural 
Preservationist Winston 
‘Zack’ Nisbett is gearing 
up to host the 14th annual 
traditional music work-
shop at his Historical/
Cultural Library and 
Museum at Buckley’s 
Estate, and will focus on 
teaching the fife, banjo 

and other traditional 
instruments.

The workshop is slated to 
take place from Monday 
27th July to Saturday 
22nd August 2020, 
9:00am to 1:00pm daily, 
from Mondays to Fridays.
Nisbett, who coordinates 
the workshop, says that 
the main objective is to 
“create an inspiring and 
motivating environment 
for our disturbed youths 
from underprivileged 
backgrounds, mainly 
from the Buckley’s area 
and its environs.”

Like in previous years, 
Nisbett said the workshop 
will focus on instilling 
discipline for the young 
students who will attend 
the workshop.
This program runs on 
a one-month workshop 
and is being sponsored 
by Delisle Walwyn 
and Company Ltd., 
which has done so for 
the past 11 consecutive 

years. The workshop is 
also sponsored by Mr. 
William Ferdinand Dore, 
a renowned educator and 
stalwart industrial sugar 
administrator.

Nisbett said the banjo, 
guitar and cuatro will be 
taught by Mr. Wilmoth 
Solis, better known as 
the Mighty Jules, out of 
Dieppe Bay, while the fife 
segment will be taught by 
a former student who has 
excelled in that instru-
ment, in the person of 
Mr. Givings Isaac, who 
is the son of Joaf Payne, a 
longstanding musician of 

Grand Ash 2 Fame.
The Closing Ceremony 
and graduation is slated 
to take place on Saturday 
24th August at 4:00 pm 
sharp, when participants 
will be awarded certifi-
cates of completion along 
with other prizes and will 
perform what they have 
learnt. 

Nisbett said registra-
tion for participants is 
now open, and they will 
be accepting children 
ages 5 and upwards. For 
more information, inter-
ested persons can contact 
Cultural Preservationist 
and Coordinator of 
Workshop Mr. Winston 
‘Zack’ Nisbett, M.H. at 
664-9016.
He also noted that 
COVID-19 protocols will 
be observed, including 
wearing of face masks 
and use of hand sanitizer. 
The participants of the 
workshop often get to 
perform at various ac-
tivities and venues during 
and after the camp. Last 
year they were able to 
perform at Valu Mart and 
at BestBuy, and were suc-
cessful in getting a stipend 
for their performance.

create an inspiring and 

motivating environment

LOCAL NewS

     14th  annual traditional  

music workshop back 

despite CoViD-19
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By Monique Washington

The leader of the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement (CCM) and 
Premier of Nevis, Mark 
Brantley, has offered 
praise and gratitude to 
God, and to the people 
of Nevis, during a spe-
cial thanksgiving service 
on Sunday. The service 
was held at Gingerland 
Methodist Church. 
“Today offers us a plat-
form to say thank you 
to our source of life and 
livelihood, as well as to 
reflect on our blessings 
and successes. This oc-
casion serves as a perfect 
reminder that we should 
always stop and give 
thanks to God for the 
wonderful grace we have 
been given throughout 
the year thus far. Each and 
every day we are blessed 
to pause and count our 
blessings, no matter how 
small, and to give thanks 
to God from whom all 
blessings flow,” he said.
Brantley noted that 2020 
would have offered 
many unexpected trials, 
but the local and Federal 

government has found 
ways to overcome them.
“The nation of St Kitts and 
Nevis entered 2020 with a 
Federal Election looming. 
The pundits were specu-
lating and political parties 
were strategizing about 
the best way to sway the 
electorate when the new 
coronavirus brought an 
unexpected plot twist into 
the equation and changed 
the way of life that the 
world knew as normal. 
With this adversity, the 
government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis has been given 
a most fortuitous oppor-
tunity to demonstrate its 
resourcefulness and resil-
ience,” he said.
He pointed out that per-
sons sometimes only re-
member God when they 
are afflicted with misfor-
tune, but urged persons to 
“remember our great pro-
vider at all times, and in 
our individual capacities, 
to give thanks and praise 
to him continually” 
“We are living in peril-
ous days with numerous 
challenges During these 
difficult times, we should 

never cease in giving God 
thanks and praise. Doing 
this does not mean that 
all is well with us, but is 
an acknowledgment and 
recognition that God is 
greater than our trials, and 
as the great deliverer, is 
able to deliver us from all 
of our problems,” he said.
Brantley thanked God for 
the wisdom imparted to 
those leading the charge 
in the war against this 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
and thanked Him for 
bringing them through an 
election in Nevis that was 
peaceful, free and fair.

“The party that I am 
privileged to lead was 
granted all three seats 
here on Nevis. Much has 
been given to this party 
by the people of Nevis, 
but to whom much is 
given much is expected. 
We must therefore always 
remember the lessons of 
Jesus Christ himself, that 
we come to serve others 
and not our self. In such 
service, never let us tire in 
giving good all the praise 
and glory all that He has 
done for us and all that He 
continues to do.”

LOCAL NewS

CCM  give  

thanks 

during special 

service in Nevis
Premier Mark Brantley expressing Thanks to God and electorate 
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By Monique Washington

Cleone Stapleton-
Simmonds, the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP)’s newly-elected 
representative for District 
5, the parish of St Thomas, 
has announced her intent 
contest the leadership po-
sition within the Party.

Stapleton-Simmonds was 
given the opportunity 
to run for the party fol-
lowing the resignation 
of representative of St. 
Thomas, Joseph Parry, on 
December 31st, 2019.
A Bi-election was hel
d on March 5, 2020 for 
the District 5 seat in the 
Nevis Island Assembly, 
where the CCM candidate 
Keith Scarborough came 
up against Stapleton-
Simmonds. She won the 
seat convincingly.

“I am the only elected 
member of the Nevis 
Reformation Party. 
Certainly my constitu-
ents as well as all NRP 
supporters could look 
forward to seeing me put 

my name forward in the 
running for leadership of 
the NRP,” she announced.
The Observer ques-
tioned the leader of the 
NRP, Robelto Hector, on 
Thursday, if he would be 
stepping down as leader, 

but he gave no comment, 
only saying that “we 
would speak to the press 
at a particular time.”

An NRP convention is 
slated for later this year. 

In October 2018, the NRP 
held its Party Convention 
at the Jessup Community 
Centre. There, Hector 
gained more votes than 
Dr. Kelvin Daley, who 
was also nominated to 
lead the party. Hector was 
named NRP President 

and leader. Daley secured 
the first Vice President 
position, while Bjorn 
Hanley was elected as 
second Vice President.
Stapleton-Simmons said 

that she would have 
gained the experience in 
the past months to lead 
the NRP forward.
“I would have gone out 
and contested an elec-
tion, and won that elec-
tion quite handsomely…

During the election I cam-
paigned on bringing some 
sort of change, not just to 
politics, but to youth. I 
do believe I have what it 
takes. If you go out there 
and put your name on a 

ballot and successfully 
contest an election, then 
I believe that you have 
what it takes,” she said.
She noted that she is in 
dialogue with the NRP 
constituency groups, and 
is expressing her ideas 

and goals for the party.

“These are very challeng-
ing times, and if you are 
looking for good gover-
nance, not just in leader-
ship, you have to get the 
person with experience 
in terms of elections and 
candidacy. Because it is a 
whole process. It is very 
important that you are 
knowledgeable and you 
have the practical experi-
ence. It is very important 
in this endeavor,” she 
said.

She said that if she is suc-
cessful, the NRP has to re-
shape and restructure for 
the next NIA elections.

“I am ready to lead NRP 
into the next election and 
into the future,” she said 
confidently. 

Cleone Stapleton-Simmonds, the Nevis 
Reformation Party (NRP)’s newly-elected 

representative for District 5

NrP’s  

newcomer  to   

contest   for  

leadership

“i am the only elected member of the Nevis  

reformation Party. Certainly my constituents as 

well as all NrP supporters could look forward to 

seeing me put my name forward in the running 

for leadership of the NrP,” she announced.
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By Monique Washington

Oswald “Ozzy” Tyson, 
one of the survivors of 
the Christena disaster of 
1970, has called on the 
Federal Government to 
compensate the persons 
who survived the sink-
ing of the government-
owned ferry.

On August 1, 1970, over 

300 persons boarded 
the MV Christena at the 
dock in St. Kitts on the 
busy holiday weekend to 
come over to Nevis. The 
boat was said to be carry-
ing a large amount of car-
go. Midway on the trip, 
the boat began to sink. 
233 people drowned that 
day while 91 survived
Speaking with the 
Observer, Tyson said that 
he does not feel like the 
government treated them 
fairly after the sinking of 
the Government-owned 
vessel.

“The Government did 
not treat us nice. After the 
boat sank, they received 
millions of dollars from 
countries all over the 
world. The survivors did 
not receive one red cent 
to this day,” he reflected.
Tyson, who was just 
11 years of age, lost his 
mother and siblings on 
the boat.

“It was terrible. My 
mother, two brothers who 
were six and eight years 
old, and a sister drowned, 
my whole family. I saw 
my six-year-old brother 
floating on the water. 
He was wearing a long 
brown pants and a plaid 
shirt. My life was like a 
living hell after the sink-
ing. Living like a refugee 
in your own country. 
Somebody would take 
me in and kick me out. I 
had to go and work at a 
very young age. I had to 
focus on getting some-
thing to eat.” 

Tyson said that at a young 
age he was forced to stay 
out of school and find a 
job so that he could eat.
“There have been about 
six government admin-
istrations, and none of 
them cared about us. The 
memorials that they hold 
annually for the disaster 
is like a photo opportu-
nity for them with the 

survivors. Right now, 
there are just about 24 
people who survived that 
disaster still alive. They 
should compensate us. 
It was a government-
owned ferry. It’s a shame 
they don’t care,” he said.
Fifty years after the sink-
ing of the MV Christena, 
Tyson said that Nevis has 
come a long way, but he 
still carries the pain from 
that day.
“I lost my whole family. 
If that fishing boat did not 
pick me up on that day I 

would have drowned, be-
cause I was so exhausted 
from swimming.”

Since then, Tyson has 

penned his first book, 
‘Ozzy’s Odyssey’ and is 
currently working on a 
second book that will be 
released later this year. 

Even with experienc-
ing such tragedy, Tyson 
says he has no fear of the 
water.

after the boat sank, they re-

ceived millions of dollars from 

countries all over the world. the 

survivors did not receive one 

red cent to this day,” 

Oswald Tyson, says the Government needs to do more  
for the survivors (picture courtesy  Lester Blackett) 
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By Monique Washington

Four Seasons take deci-
sion to begin layoffs

By Monique Washington 
The second largest em-
ployer on Nevis, Four 

Seasons Nevis, has offi-
cially taken the decision 
to lay off  most of their 
employees, in an effort 

to reduce costs and create 
necessary flexibility until 
the resort can reopen.

The Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis closed it 
borders on March 25 and 
stopped all commercial 
flights.
This past week a letter 
circulated via social me-
dia addressing the pend-
ing layoffs. The Observer 
made attempts to contact 
the General Manager 
of the Resort, Yvette 
Thomas-Henry, but was 
re-directed to Mitchell 

Nover, Director of 
Public Relations and 
Communication.
Nover said that they are 
currently coping with a 
global health crisis “un-
like anything we have 
experienced before, and 
unfortunately, the tem-
porary closure of Four 
Seasons Resort Nevis and 
the significant reduction 
in business has forced us 
to take some immediate 
actions to reduce costs 
and create necessary 
flexibility until we can 
reopen”. 

“These measures include 
temporary layoffs, dur-
ing which time employee 
life and medical insur-
ance will remain paid at 
100% and utilization of 
pending accrued vacation 
days may be used to off-
set the financial impact of 
the temporary layoff,” he 
said.

 In continuing, he noted 
that the decision that the 

resort had to make was a 
“difficult” one. 
“For Four Seasons Resort 
Nevis, it means managing 
the short and long-term 
business impact, while 
honouring our people-
centric values. We want 
to thank all our employ-
ees for their hard work 
and dedication. Our em-
ployees are truly the finest 
in the industry. While we 
regret having to part with 

any employees, we hope 
to welcome them back 
when business levels 
resume.”

In June 2019, the Resort 
closed for three months 
for its refurbishment 
project. The $40 million 
upgrade included refur-
bishing all rooms, de-
veloping new parking, a 
new reception area, a new 
entrance, new restaurants, 
a new pool, extension to 
the pier, beach protection 
work, and several other 
significant back-of-house 
improvements. 
The project caused ap-
proximately 400 hotel 
employees of 730 to be 
impacted. The Resort re-
opened in October 2019, 
and the officials boasted 
about a very productive 
upcoming festive season, 
but instead COVID-19 
came.

The Federal Government 
has yet to announce the 
reopening of borders.

LOCAL NewS
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CoViD  

bounce back
By Loshaun Dixon”

Preparations are being 
made by officials in the 
Ministry of Tourism to 
position St. Kitts and 
Nevis in the source mar-
kets for when the borders 
are reopened for visitors 
Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant, in giving 
an analysis of source mar-
kets, acknowledged that 
the United States accounts 
for 70 percent of all visi-
tors in the federation.
“As you would be well 
aware, the epicentre of 
the COVID-19 rests in 
Florida, which is really 
the hub into St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”
He said Canada amounts 
to 10 percent of the source 
market, and is manag-
ing its COVID-19 cases, 
and has at this moment 
flattened the curve. The 
United Kingdom, which 
is 15 percent of the source 
market, has also managed 
to do so.

He added that the 
Caribbean, with the ex-
ception of Dutch and 

French territories, has no 
major concerns.
“Our major concerns in 
the Dutch and French 
Caribbean is that for 
them, there are no domes-
tic travellers.”

Grant noted that they 
have been doing exten-
sive marketing work in 
those source markets to 
prepare stakeholders for a 
phased reopening.
“I must stress at the mo-
ment in terms of reopen-
ing our borders, that is a 
very fluid situation. We 
can’t give a date in terms 

of the opening of the 
borders because of fluid 
nature of the virus. We are 
making sure that we pre-
pare locally for when that 
time comes.”

He said they were ensur-
ing that the marketing 

aspect is kept alive, and 
gave insight to some of 
the work they have been 
doing.

“Social media posts 
have been well under-
way, clearly indicating 
to those overseas about 
the warmth and sincerity 
of the people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and to awaken 

the senses of people who 
may want to travel when 
we get out of this critical 
period.”

The tourism minister said 
they were working with 
golf clubs in Canada to 
promote the destination. 

“That again is somewhat 
dependent on what really 
happens over the next few 
weeks.”

He continued, “Our St. 
Kitts team in the UK is 
promoting the destination 
to travel agents, and to 
make sure that when the 
borders open, we would 
be ready.”

Grant announced they 
were also working on a 
video to promote intra-
regional travel, and 
acknowledged any re-
opening will have to be 
phased.
“We have to operate on 
a phased approach. I be-
lieve we need to open up 
locally, fully, then go to 
the regional market place 
and the international mar-
ket place.”

He reminded that the 
entire world is going 
through unprecedented 
times.

“It’s not business as usual, 
and we will have to ap-
preciate that things will 
take time. The safety 
and health of citizens 
come first and everything 
thereafter.
“We also appreciate the 
economic health of our 
citizens is as important as 
the health and safety of 
our citizens. That is why 
we are very open and 
transparent in terms of the 
dialogue that we have on 
an ongoing basis.”

He said they were in the 
process of establishing 
protocols for the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority, the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Ministry of Health, for 
the various businesses 
and operators in the tour-
ism sector.

Grant disclosed that they 
met with airlines and air-
ports to determine what 
protocols they are going 
to have when they reopen 
the airport. 

“This is a serious time. 
We have seen Bahamas 
open up their airports and 
had to shut down opera-
tions because they had a 
spike in the number of 
COVID cases. We want 
to make sure that we do 
the right thing in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.
“So, when we open up, 
we open up with a con-
sensus by the majority 
of people in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and that we open 
up in a phased manner 
and when we can control 
this virus.”

“i must stress at the moment in 

terms of reopening our borders, 

that is a very fluid situation. We 
can’t give a date in terms of the 

opening of the borders because of 

fluid nature of the virus.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Officials are indicat-
ing that carnival activi-
ties may be scaled back, 
and some held virtually, 
for Sugar Mas 49 later 
this year.
Chair of National 
Carnival, Shannon 
Hawley, said the financial 
impact of COVID-19 is a 
consideration one has to 
contemplate. “Carnival 
is a social activity, there 
is no physical distancing 
per se, when you are in a 
J’ouvert Band or Grand 
Parade Troupe.”

She said that everything 
they do for this year, they 
have to take into consider-
ation these very peculiar 
times and sensitive times. 
“What I have planned 
for the future may not be 
what I have planned for 
this year. We have been 
hearing about the pos-
sibility of reopening the 
borders. We know that we 
can’t stay closed forever, 
and we have seen around 
the region and the world 
what has been happening 
when borders have been 
reopened. So everything 
that we do for 2020 has to 
take these things into con-
sideration that COVID is 
with us.”
She said for 2020, the 
aim is to host a number 

of virtual events and also 
to scale back significantly 
on the typical carnival 
festivities.
“I think people need 
to understand this, and 
will understand this. 
You will see a lot of vir-
tual events leading up 
to the December period. 
Whether it is a day fete, a 
virtual band clash, a vir-
tual bandstand, is some of 
the things we are looking 
at.”

She highlighted some of 
the plans for 2020.
“You will have the op-
portunity to experience 
that fete setting virtu-
ally as the days lead up to 
that December festivity 
period, then we foresee 
there can be events where 
social distancing can 
take place in an outdoor 
setting.

“There are a number of 
National Carnival events 
that we have looked at 
that we can seat individu-
als six feet apart, have 
patrons in an outdoor set-
ting...specifically the na-
tional carnival shows, that 
all can take place with 
physical distancing.”

She said this year’s Sugar 
Mas would be a good time 

to reassess and reanalyse 
the carnival product and 
come up with enhance-
ments for future festivities
“If we want to truly en-
hance the carnival product 
and take it to a regional 
and international stage, 
I see this year as the per-
fect year to do that, in the 
midst of the pandemic. 
We can take a step back, 
and look at events that 
have not been as success-
ful over the past years, the 
main events, fringe activi-
ties…to look at dissection 
and improvements.”
Hawley said it is not 
possible for this year’s 
celebration to be like tra-
ditional carnivals.

“The carnival product for 
this year is not going to 
be what we saw last year. 
There is absolutely no 
way we can have 10,000 
people in the street for 
J’ouvert or 10,000 for 
Parade Day, without any 
possibility for contact 
tracing, temperature test-
ing, hand sanitization, and 
keeping six feet distance. 
There is no way these 
events can take place in 
the way we know.”
She said although the 
prospects for some activi-
ties look bleak, Carnival 

is important for mental 
health and the national 
psyche.
“We need to come up with 
a plan with our stakehold-
ers, and say these are 

the events we can have 
and we cannot have, and 
absolutely no way we 
can host and start from a 
virtual point of view and 
build out on that.” 

Recently, during the elec-
tion campaigns, voters 
in the federation were 
engaged by political op-
eratives by virtual means 
via rallies, concerts and 
discussions.

Virtual  

Carnival 

the likely  

remedy
SHANNON HAWLEY

LOCAL NewS
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Ian Liburd (C) with supporters on Nomination Day

LOCAL NewS

‘Patches’  seeks  60  

votes  via  court
By Loshaun Dixon

Lawyer for the Labour 
Party’s Geoffrey Hanley, 
last Friday, was given 14 
days to respond to the 
petition by the People’s 
Action Movement (PAM) 
Candidate for the area and 
former representative Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd.
Liburd lost the June 5 elec-
tion in East Basseterre by 
24 votes, according to the 
Supervisor of Elections 
who declared Hanley as 
the winner. There were 98 
rejected ballots. Liburd, 
the day after the election, 
announced his intent to 
challenge the results in 
court, citing counting 
irregularities.

In the petition filed by 
Liburd, the first responder 
was named as returning 
officer Jermaine Lake, 
and Hanley was named as 
second responder. 

Last week in a court ap-
pearance, the Labour 
Party were given a 14-
day deadline to file its 
responses to the claims 
made by the PAM 
candidate.

In Liburd’s petition, he 
claims that officials were 
in breach of section 91(2)

(b) of the Act and the af-
fected electors’ right to 
vote.
“The First Respondent 
rejected the ballot papers 
of a number of voters for 
reasons other than that 
they were not marked 
for any candidate or they 
were ballots on which 
votes had been given for 
more candidates than 
there were seats to be 
filled or that they were 
ballots upon which there 
was any writing or mark 
by which the voter could 
be identified.”
The petition said that 
of the 98 rejected bal-
lot papers, the Returning 
Officer rejected a total of 
22 ballot papers, either on 
the ground that they were 
not marked for any can-
didate or on the ground 
that they had been given 
for more candidates than 
there were seats. 
“Of the remaining ballot 
papers, 8 were rejected 
on the basis that a tick 
instead of an X was used 
to signify the voter’s 
choice; 3 were rejected 
on the basis that they had 
double crosses in the box 
next to Your Petitioner’s 
name; 15 had an X over 
the party symbol of the 

hat, which is the People’s 
Action Movement party 
symbol, the party which 
your Petitioner represent-
ed in the election; 21 had 
an X with an appendage, 
whether a long arm or 
leg; 10 had circles drawn 
around the symbol of the 
hat, which is as afore-
mentioned the People’s 
Action Movement party 
symbol, the party which 
your Petitioner represent-
ed in the election; and 3 
had markings in a single 
box.”

The petition said that the 
Petitioner was unable 
time to give further par-
ticulars of the rejected 
ballots, as for example, 
the serial number on the 
ballots, until production, 
inspection and scrutiny 
of the rejected ballots are 
ordered by the Court on 
an application. 

The petition read that the 
votes on all of the 60 bal-
lots referred earlier were 
good and valid votes cast 
in favour of the Petitioner.
“In respect or each of the 
said 60 good and valid 
ballots, it was clear that 
the voter had expressed 
his or her preference for 
your Petitioner. The First 
Respondent rejected 

the said 60 ballots over 
the objections of your 
Petitioner’s counting 
agents. Your petitioner 
therefore had a major-
ity of the good and valid 
votes cast in the election 
for the Constituency of 
Saint Christopher 1.”
He said had the 60 good 
and valid ballots been 
counted in favour of your 
Petitioner, as they ought 
to have been, he would 
have been declared the 
winner and returned as 
being duly elected for 
the Constituency of Saint 
Christopher 1. 
“The First Respondent 
did not take note of the 
said objections to ballot 
papers on the special form 
printed in the poll book or 
in any other manner, de-
spite being requested to 
do so by your Petitioner’s 
counting agents, and de-
spite being required to do 
so under section 91(5) of 
the Act. 
“Further, the First 
Defendant did not num-
ber the objections and 
place a corresponding 
number in the back of the 
ballot papers to which ob-
jections were made and 
initial same, contrary to 
section 91(6) of the Act. 
The First Defendant did 
not separate in sealed 
envelopes or in any other 
manner, the ballot papers 
which respectively indi-
cated the votes given for 
each of the two candi-
dates, contrary to section 
91(8) of the Act.”
In the second category 
of the petition, Liburd 
alleges that on the date 
fixed for the nomination 
of candidates, on May 
27th 2020, “the Second 
Respondent was, by 
virtue of his own act, 
under an acknowledge-
ment of allegiance, obe-
dience and adherence 
to a foreign power or 
state, namely the United 
States of America, 

having obtained citizen-
ship of that country by 
way of naturalization on 
December 20th 2007, 
and accordingly was not 
qualified to be elected as 
a member of the National 
Assembly of St Kitts 
and Nevis by virtue of 
section 28(1)(a) of the 
Constitution of Saint Kitts 
and Nevis and section 
6(1)(a) of the National 
Assembly Elections Act.”
The petition refers to the 
law of the United States 
of America which pro-
vides that a person who 
has applied for citizen-
ship by naturalization 
shall in order to be and 
before being admitted 
to citizenship, take in a 
public ceremony an oath 
to inter alia support the 
Constitution of the United 
States and renounce and 
abjure absolutely and en-
tirely all allegiance and 
fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state, 
or sovereignty of whom 
or which the applicant 
was before a subject or 
citizen, to support and 
defend the Constitution 
and the laws of the United 
States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic and 
to bear true faith and al-
legiance to the United 
States of America. 

“The Second Respondent 
therefore falsely de-
clared in his Statutory 
Declaration to be nomi-
nated as a candidate for 
election as a member of 
the National Assembly, 
that he was not by virtue 
of his own act under any 
acknowledgment of al-
legiance, obedience, or 
adherence to a foreign 
power or State, and that 
he was qualified to be 
nominated as a candi-
date for election to the 
National Assembly.

He said that Hanley was 
therefore not validly 
elected as a member of 
the National Assembly. 

“Wherefore your peti-
tioner prays: 
i) that this Honourable 
Court do examine the 
rejected ballots and deter-
mine whether same were 
lawfully rejected and, if 
not, determine for whom 
the votes were cast;
ii) that in the event the 
First Respondent is un-
able to identify or pro-
duce the rejected ballots, 
this Honourable Court 
do examine all the ballots 
cast at the said election, 
determine whether any of 
the said ballots ought to 
be rejected and determine 
for whom the lawful bal-
lots were cast; 

iii) that it may be de-
termined that the said 
Geoffrey Hanley was not 
duly elected or returned; 

iv) that your Petitioner be 
declared as duly elected 
and returned in the elec-
tion of 5th June 2020 for 
the Constituency of Saint 
Christopher 1; 
v) that it may be deter-
mined that the Second 
Respondent was on May 
27th 2020 not qualified to 
be elected as a member of 
the National Assembly; 
vi) that it may be deter-
mined that the nomi-
nation of the Second 
Respondent on May 27th 
2020 is invalid, null and 
void and of no effect; 
vii) that it may be deter-
mined that the Petitioner 
being the only qualified 
validly nominated can-
didate on May 27° 2020 
was and is entitled to be 
returned to the National 
Assembly as the duly 
elected member for the 
Constituency of Saint 
Christopher 1; 
viii) alternatively, that the 
said election be declared 
void.”
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“We want everyone to be vigilant; get their 
disaster preparedness plans complete; 
stock up on dry goods; know where their 
closest shelters are; and know what to 
take to shelters.”

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
Nevis — Citizens and 
residents

Brian Dyer
on Nevis have been urged 
to monitor the progress of 
Tropical Storm Gonzalo, 
which is just about half-
way between the con-
tinent of Africa and the 
Caribbean Island chain, 
according to Brian Dyer, 

Director of the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department (NDMD).
The St. Kitts 
Meteorological Office 
in collaboration with the 
Antigua Meteorological 
Services are monitor-
ing Gonzalo and advise, 
due to the fact weather 
can be dynamic in na-
ture, any northern de-
viation from the current 

trajectory could bring 
the storm closer to St. 
Kitts and Nevis and 
the Northern Leeward 
Islands.

“Although the storm 
is currently forecast to 
pass well south of the 
Federation, everyone 
must remain vigilant,” 
said Dyer. “We have to be 

on the alert for any shift 
of the winds to the north, 
which would bring the 
storm closer to St. Kitts 
and Nevis.
“We want everyone to 

be vigilant; get their di-
saster preparedness plans 
complete; stock up on 
dry goods; know where 
their closest shelters are; 
and know what to take to 

shelters.”
Dyer reminded every-
one that, as the nation 
is still fighting against 
COVID-19, facemasks 
and hand sanitizers 

should be added to their 
list of essential supplies.

A list of hurricane shelters 
can be found on the Nevis 
Disaster Management 

Department website 
www.ndmd.kn.

Dyer advised residents 
to pay close attention to 
information and updates 
coming from the St. Kitts 

Meteorological Office 
and the disaster manage-
ment agencies on both St. 
Kitts and Nevis.
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Located in the south-
eastern corner of 
Switzerland, the Kanton 
(district)  of Graubünden 
is one of the most sce-
nic areas in the coun-
try’s renowned Alpine 
landscape. Aside from 
having some of the deep-
est valleys in Europe, 
and with a fifth of its 
area under forest cover, 
Graubünden is also the 
source of the Rhine 
River, one of Europe’s 
major tributaries. But, 
unless you’ve carefully 
studied your map, you’d 
never imagine that the 
gurgling stream you’re 
seeing from that hik-
ing path will continue 
to grow into a majestic  
waterway over 800 miles 

in length, touching no 
less than five countries 
as it makes its way to the 
North Sea.

So important has the 
Rhine become over cen-
turies for commerce (and, 
lately, tourism) that the 
Kanton of Graubünden 
decided to erect an exact 
duplicate of the origi-
nal lighthouse, located 
at the river’s mouth in 
Holland, to a roadside 
area a few miles below 
the glacier which is 
the actual source of the 
Rhine. Not surprisingly, 
it’s tagged as the world’s 
highest lighthouse and 
has become one of the 

Kanton’s major tourist 
attractions.

But that isn’t the 
only thing unique to 
Graubünden. In fact, 
the Kanton has its 
own unique language, 
Romantsch, which, as 
the name implies, dates 
back to when much of 
today’s Europe-along 
with parts of Britain-
were invaded by forces 
of the Roman Empire. 
Over the centuries, long 
after the Roman Empire 
had ceased to exist, 
small isolated villages 
continued to incorporate 
Latin-based words and 
combine

them with their area’s 
own languages, primar-
ily Celtic and Raetic, as 
well as Germanic and, 
later, French, Occitan, 
and Lombard. 

In 1465, the town of 
Chur, an important 
religious and commer-
cial town (and now the 
capital of Graubunden) 
was almost completely 
razed by fire. German 
artisans were brought 
in to repair the dam-
age, especially those 
to churches and other 
prominent structures. 
As a result, many 
Germanic words were 
added to the local vo-
cabulary. Others were 
simply invented where 
none existed in order 
to fit a specific need. 
The isolation of many 

villages from each other 
also resulted in vari-
ous dialects, of which at 
least five still exist today. 
Much changed during 
the early to mid 1900’s, 
when roads and other 
vital infrastructures were 
finally built and workers 
from Germanic-speaking 
parts of Switzerland 
and surrounding coun-
tries began to settle in 
Graubunden, while, at 
the same time, many of 
the Kanton’s own resi-
dents traveled south to 
Italy in search of jobs. 
When they finally re-
turned, their dialects 
had become distinctly 
Italianized, and this, 
too, would eventually 
Influence the Romantsch 
language.

Just to give you an idea, 

here are some examples.
Good Horses: Buns 
Chavals

Now compare that 
with Italian (Buono 
Cavalli) or French (Bons 
Chevaux). Easy to see 
that they have a common 
linguistic base.

But it can also be compli-
cated. For example, the 
phrase used for the title 
of this article at the top of 
the page: Tschontschas 
ti Romantsch? Do you 
speak Romantsch? 
Or Sin Seveser 
(Goodbye);Jeu hai num 
(my name is); Bundi 
(Good Morning). When 
it comes to such an un-
usual language, there’s 

tSCHoNtSCHaS ti roMaNtSCH?
SWITZERLAND’S HIDDEN FOURTH LANGUAGE

    TRAVEL: by ERIC MACKENZIE LAMB 

The Rhine River, a few miles downstream from its source. Image by the 
author.

Image by the author.
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no such thing as an es-
tablished script.
Interestingly, Romantsch 
didn’t exist in written 
form until 1552, when 
a catechism was first 
published in the local 
language, followed by 
a translation in 1560 
of the New Testament, 
L’g Nuof Sainc Da Nos 
Signor Jesu Christ.
In 1996, the Federal 
government passed a 
law which finally des-
ignated Romantsch as a 
common language for 
Graubunden. This was a 
major victory for those 
who wanted to preserve 
a linguistic heritage 
which they considered 
to be in grave danger of 
extinction. It was also a 
cultural 180 degree turn; 
in previous years, even 
school children were 
punished for speaking 
Romantsch in class. Still, 
a significant number of 
residents, most of whom 
were by now bilingual, 
opposed the move and 
preferred the language 
to die a natural death.  
But their hopes never 

materialized.  During a 
referendum which took 
place in June, 2001, 
sixty-five percent of 
Graubunden’s population 
voted to have Romantsch 
as the Kanton’s official 
language. Soon after, the 
Federal government des-
ignated it as Switzerland’s 
fourth language, adding 
it to German, French, 
and Italian. Nevertheless, 
preserving Romantsch, 
even today, is a continu-
ous struggle; only about 
40,000 people actually 
speak it, a minute frac-
tion of Switzerland’s 
population.

Do cows in Graubunden 
also communicate with 
each other in a local 
dialect? 
Who knows?

TRAVeL

Courtesy of Graubunden Tourism Authority.

A typical small village church. Image by 
the author.
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U.S. Embassy Resumes Additional 
Visa Services

July 21, 2020
U.S. Embassy Resumes 
Additional Visa Services
Effective July 22, 
2020, the United States 
Embassy in Barbados 
will resume certain 
nonimmigrant and im-
migrant visa services, in-
cluding F1, J1, M1, O1, 
P1, C1/D and Interview 
Waiver and Renewal 
Interview Waiver 

categories for nonimmi-
grants and IR1/2/3 and 
CR1/2 categories for 
immigrants.  While the 
Embassy aims to process 
cases as soon as practi-
cable, there are likely to 
be increased wait times 
for completing such ser-
vices due to substantial 
backlogs.  

Students seeking to trav-
el to the United States are 
included among the F1, 

M1, and J1 visa classes.
B1/B2 business and tour-
ism visas services requir-
ing an interview remain 
suspended.  However, 
if applicants previously 
held a valid B1/B2 visa 
and qualify for Renewal 
Interview Waiver, they 
may submit their pass-
ports to the Embassy by 
mail for visa renewal.  
The visa application fee 

(MRV fee) is valid and 
may be used to schedule 
an interview appointment 
in the country where it 
was purchased within 
one year of the date of 
payment.  If you have an 
urgent matter and need 
to travel immediately, 
please follow the guid-
ance provided at https://
ais.usvisa-info.com/
en-bb/niv, or (246) 623-
9832 or (246) 623-9833 
to request an emergency 

appointment.   

If applicants are cur-
rently unable to travel 
to Barbados for a visa 
appointment due to com-
mercial flight restrictions, 
they have the option to 
request an appointment 
by contacting the nearest 
reachable U.S. Embassy 
or Consulate.
U.S. Citizen Services

Effective July 22, 
2020, the United States 
Embassy in Barbados 
will provide routine pass-
port, Consular Report of 
Birth Abroad, and notar-
ial services on a limited, 
appointment only basis.  

Please consult the 
Embassy’s webpage - 
bb.usembassy.gov - for 
further details.
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‘Swim to Win’ teams up with NIA  
for 50th anniversary of  

Christena disaster

By Monique Washington

‘Swim to Win’ and 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
will be teaming up this 
year to observe the 50th 
anniversary of the sinking 
of the MV Christena, with 
a commemorative swim, 
a documentary, and the 
laying of an underwater 
wreath.

The MV Christena sank 
between St. Kitts and 
Nevis on August 1 1970. 
233 individuals died as a 
result. 

Terri Andrews, one of the 
coordinators of the ‘Swim 
to Win’, told the Observer 
that pre-COVID, they had 
plans to tie in the 50th an-
niversary of the Christena 
with the Culturama 
activities.
“We had the idea to do a 
commemorative swim, 
and extended an invita-
tion for people to come in 
for a swim in the memory 
of the lives that were lost, 
with the idea of linking 
the past 50 years to the 

next 50 years. But then 
COVID came,” she said.
She however revealed the 
new plans for the 50th 
anniversary.

“On the day, the NIA will 
start on the Bay front by 
the Christena memorial. 
They will have a little ser-
vice there, then they move 
to the cemetery and lay a 
new plaque. The Tango II 
will leave Charlestown, 
and go to the site of the 
sinking. The Sea Hustler 
will lay the wreath that 
they have been doing 
annually. The divers will 
place a temporary under-
water wreath - next year, 
a permanent underwater 
wreath will be laid. 

“Four professional swim-
mers will then make a ten-
kilometre swim from the 
sinking site to Pinkney’s 
Beach, where the Tango 
II will follow along. 
There will be a small cer-
emony on the beach and 
at 4:10 pm, the time the 
Christena sank, there will 

be a moment of silence,” 
she said.
Andrews said that while 
the Tango II sails back to 
Nevis, a documentary on 
the Christena, the brain-
child of Almont Dasent 
and Stevenson Manners, 
will be debuted.

“They have created this 
incredible documentary 
where they have gone 
around and interviewed 
people, and they are cap-
turing the oral history. 
That is soon going to be 
lost, because people have 
died,” she said.

 “It is a nice event for 50 
years, but we want to link 
it as to what the next fifty 
years will look like. If we 
can train local instructors 
and develop a curriculum 
in the school where every 
child is taught to swim, 
then in 50 years this is-
land will look totally dif-
ferent. Swimming is the 
only sport that can save 
your life,” she said. 
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Sir Kennedy Simmonds  Sir Kennedy with his son Kenrick  

LOCAL NewS

National Hero Exhibit Unveiled 

for Sir Kennedy

By Petra Mc Sheene 

The Kennedy Alphonse 
Simmonds A National 
Hero Exhibit, unveiled 
at a ceremony held at 
the National Museum on 
Wednesday, highlights 
the life of the first Prime 
Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.
According to Executive 
Director of the St. 
Christopher National 
Trust, Ms. Rhyllis 
Percival, the concept of 
the exhibition was start-
ed in October of 2019, as 
a way to honour the only 
living national hero of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 
Percival stated that the 
staff at the museum 
took great care to ensure 
that the essence of Sir 
Kennedy Simmonds was 
captured. The exhibit, 
which was to be mounted 
in March in commemo-
ration of the 20th anni-
versary of Sir Kennedy 
entering parliament, had 
to be pushed back due to 
the arrival of COVID-19 
in the federation. 
President of the St. 
Christopher National 
Trust, Schneidman 

Warner, stated in his 
remarks that he could 
not have known that he 
would be the person hon-
ouring his family doctor 
so many years later. He 
encouraged persons to 
invite others to see the 
exhibit, as well as to sup-
port the St. Christopher 
National Trust.

In giving an overview 
about the exhibition, 
Nikovah Diamond, 
Visitor Services 
Supervisor at the 
National Trust, stated 
that the exhibition is laid 
out in six sections, each 
chronicling a specific 
area in Sir Kennedy’s 
life. The first section de-
tails the youthful expedi-
tions of young Kennedy 
and his life in the alley; 
the second tells of his 
venture into medicine as 
he pursued his dream of 
becoming a medical doc-
tor; then comes his thrust 
into politics as he por-
trayed courage to lead. 

“The life of Sir Kennedy 
Simmonds from all that 
has been documented 
and more, serves as 
a very useful history 

lesson for all of us,” 
Governor-General H.E. 
Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton 
pointed out in his brief 
remarks. “All of us can 
learn so much from the 
very early beginnings, 
parts of our history that 
are presently undocu-
mented, they come to life 
in his recollection.” 
The Governor General 
reminisced about the 
days when he was ap-
pointed as the Attorney 
General, working along-
side Sir Kennedy, who 
he always remembered 
as being dedicated, hon-
ourable and relentless. 

“I could recollect also, 
that eventful night in 
1983 which will always 
be seared into my memo-
ry, when we attained our 
political independence, 
because it was then that 
one saw the significance 
of the occasion. That oc-
casion was blessed with 
some drops of rain just 
as the flag was being 
lowered and the new flag 
was being raised.” 

Leader of the People’s 
Action Movement 
Party and Deputy 
Prime Minister, Shawn 
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Sir Kennedy with Ambassador Tom Lee  

Richards, in his remarks, 
stated that the life of Sir 
Kennedy Simmonds is 
an inspiration for him, 
and it could also be an 
inspiration to the youth 
of the federation. 
He stated that the initia-
tive of the exhibition 
was a great one by the 
National Trust which 
showcases the life of Sir 
Kennedy Simmonds.

“His life is a powerful 
testimony that it does not 
matter if your life’s jour-
ney starts in poverty on 
a small street with very 
limited resources. His 
life’s journey is a contin-
ual reminder that it is not 
a limit of your physical 
resources that determine 
what you become when 
you have ambition, dis-
cipline and dedication,” 
Mr. Richards pointed out.
Sir Kennedy Simmonds 
in his remarks spoke 
about his days as a 
young boy growing up 
in Basseterre, and recol-
lected memories about 
the area of the National 
Trust, where in the Circus 
there were the only 
two hotels at the time, 
and waiting anxiously 
to greet his father who 
was disembarking from 
a boat. He expressed 
thanks and gratitude to 
the National Trust, the 

Governor-General, and 
everyone who played a 
part in the exhibition. 
“I am very honoured and 
quite happy about this 
exhibition. As a young 
man growing up in 
Basseterre, I would have 
never imagined there 
would come a day when I 
would see something like 
this. I don’t take it lightly, 
as I recognize that people 
are showing apprecia-
tion, and I am thankful 
for that.” 

He also mentioned the 
memorable night at 
Warner Park when he 
was sworn in as Prime 
Minister. Sir Kennedy 
stated that the crowd 
that night was the most 
people that he had ever 
seen in one spot, and 
made note that the late 
William Herbert would 
be very happy about the 
exhibition and proud that 
so many memories were 
preserved. 
Sir Kennedy’s son, 
Kenrick Simmonds in 
an interview with the 
Observer, stated that 
since his father’s re-
tirement, it has been a 
customary thing for the 
family to go and support 
him while he is being 
appreciated. He further 

stated that the two things 
that the family really ap-
preciated were the statue 
of Sir Kennedy mounted 
at the National Hero’s 
Park in Conaree, and 
the exhibition, which 
is much more sensitive 
and intimate. He used 
the opportunity to en-
courage persons to come 
and see the exhibition. 
In her remarks, Executive 
Director, Rhyllis Percival 
made mention of a note 
that Kenrick Simmonds 
had written to his father 
at a tender age, where he 
applauded his father on 
doing a great job in not 
only taking care of his 
family, but his country. 
When asked about the 
note, Simmonds emo-
tionally replied that he 
was not even aware that 
the note still existed.

“This note was some-
thing that came about 
when my father was in 
the heat of putting St. 
Kitts on another level. He 
was such a busy man, but 
my mother held down the 
fort while he was away, 
and it’s amazing to know 
that my words stuck with 
him.” 
The exhibition of Sir 
Kennedy Simmonds 
will be on display at 

the St. Christopher 
National Museum until 
January 2021, and all are 

encouraged to take some 
time and visit the venue, 
so as to learn the history 

of Sir Kennedy and the 
federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

LOCAL NewS



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 24th, 2020 NewSPage:28 ADVeRTISeMeNT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 24th, 2020NewS Page:29ADVeRTISeMeNT

CoViD-19  

sensitization  

sessions  

planned for Nevis  

hospitality  

employees
Nevis Performing Arts Centre at Pinney’s Estate, the venue for the series 
of COVID-19 sensitization sessions for all employees in the Hospitality 
Industry on Nevis hosted by the Ministry of Tourism in collaboration 

with the Nevis Tourism Authority and the Ministry of Health.

C H A R L E S T O W N , 
Nevis – Plans for 
COVID-19 sensitiza-
tion sessions for Nevis 
hospitality employees 
have been announced by 
the Ministry of Tourism 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration.

In anticipation of the re-
opening of the borders 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the Ministry of Tourism 
in collaboration with the 
Nevis Tourism Authority 
and the Ministry of 
Health, will be conduct-
ing a series of COVID-19 
sensitization sessions for 
ALL hospitality industry 
employees.

The first phase of training 
will begin on Monday, 
July 27 for hotels, guest 
houses and villa opera-
tions with the exception 
of the Four Seasons 
Resort. All training will 
take place at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NEPAC).

Please take note of the 
following schedule and 
be guided accordingly. 
Because of COVID-19 
guidelines and protocols 
we must adhere to the 
schedule as set. However, 

if you are unable to at-
tend at your slotted time 
period kindly call the 
Nevis Tourism Authority 
at 469-7550/1042.

Date: Monday July 27
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m.

Who should attend?
All persons working or 
who worked at the fol-
lowing establishments 
prior to April 2020:
Nisbit Plantation

Date: Monday July 27
Time: 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m.

Who should attend?
All persons working or 
who worked at the fol-
lowing establishments 
prior to April 2020:

Hermitage Plantation Inn
Golden Rock Inn
Montpelier Plantation
Date: Tuesday July 28
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m.

Who should attend?
All persons working or 
who worked at the fol-
lowing establishments 
prior to April 2020:

Oualie Beach Resort
Paradise Beach Villas
Date: Tuesday July 28
Time: 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 
p.m.

Who should attend?
All persons working or 
who worked at the fol-
lowing establishments 
prior to the closure of our 
borders:

Hamilton Beach Villas
Nelson Spring Villas
Nevis Style Realty
Deon & Associates
Date: Wednesday July 29
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m.

Who should attend? 
All persons working or 
who worked at the fol-
lowing establishments 
prior to the closure of our 

borders:
Nevis Houses/Suzanne 
Gordon
All Guest Houses

Chiverton Villas
Kay Loomis
Hart of Nevis

Fire Fly Cottage
Zenith Chrishi Beach

LOCAL NewS
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BUJU  BANTON  
IS  BACK  WITH 

NEW  ALBUM  
“UPSIDE  DOWN 

2020”

By Easton “Newcastle” 
Davy 

After about ten years of 
silence, which was an 
extremely long wait for 
fans, reggae and dance-
hall star Buju Banton is 
finally back with a new 
album titled “Upside 
Down 2020”, released 
June 26, which marks 
Banton’s first full-length 
album since his prison re-
lease in December 2018 
following a seven-year 
stint on U.S. federal drug 
charges. 
“In a world where good 
is called bad and lies are 
accepted as truth, and 
the guilty can be made 
innocent and the inno-
cent can be made guilty, 
why wouldn’t I call the 
album ‘Upside Down’?” 
Banton said when asked 
about his new album title.
Buju’s new album 
features team-ups 
with Stephen Marley, 
John Legend, Pharrell 
Williams, and Stefflon 
Don. The album features 

the artist’s earlier released 
singles – “Memories”, 
“Trust”, and “Steppa”, 
and presents the legend-
ary artist in excellent 
form as though he never 
took a break. His voice is 
still strong and unmistak-
ably “Buju”. That raw, 
melodic sound is one of a 
kind, and it is a pleasant 
surprise to hear him in 
rare form once again.

The album is a fun listen, 
because Banton beauti-
fully fuses throwback 
and modern sounds in 20 
tracks, and reminds us 
of his wonderful talent 
in a refreshing way.  The 
title of the album was 
inspired by his views of 
how things are seen in the 
world today. With all of 
the struggles going on in 
the world today, it is great 
to have a performer who 
can make some kind of 
sense with uplifting mu-
sic in a way that touches 
young and old. It is the 
perfect time for such an 
album.

In the new album that 

Banton considers “an of-
fering to the world,” he 
expresses his opinion on 
global economic issues 
that all of us can identify 
with. He shows immense 

joy with his musical flex-
ibility, and expresses 
himself with spiritual 
weight and insight. The 
album shows the effect of 
time and solitude that he 

endured while in prison, 
and it is interesting to 
consider how positive his 
outlook is after spend-
ing so much time away 
from the music scene. It 

is a testament to positive 
thinking and believing in 
a higher power.
As he stated during an-
other interview, “Music 

has been part of my life 
since I was 16 years old. 
This gift was given to me 
by the one of a higher 
power and so, therefore, 
I just want to be the mes-
senger I was called to be.
Buju Banton couldn’t 
make much music while 
in prison, but his catalog 
of recorded music from 
the early 1990’s until to-
day has been the inspira-
tion for many artists, and 
his sound has served as a 
great influence to many 
over the years. 
Speaking in an interview 
about how mainstream 
artists are exploring reg-
gae and dancehall, and 
fusing the Jamaican mu-
sic that originated it all, 
Banton is reflective on 
the reggae music scene 
today, and he is candid 
with his outlook. 
He has said recently, “We 
don’t want to tell the peo-
ple a lie. We have to tell 
the people the truth, and 
that is reggae music.” He 
also has stated, “That’s 

why we don’t get the 
mainstream appeal and 
the mainstream behind 
us, because our music is a 
music aimed at uplifting 
something inside of you, 
not outside of you.”

When looking back at his 
long road to freedom and 
creating new music to 
share with a public that is 
distracted by social media 
and all the things going 
on in the world, there’s 
one thing that Buju says 
that makes perfect sense 
for today’s music lovers:
“Our job as musicians 
is to comfort the people; 
spread knowledge and 
upliftment. And so this 
album was designed mu-
sically to uplift, educate, 
stimulate, and eradicate 
any negativity from the 
minds of the masses. I 
want the people to check 
out this work with a clear 
conscience and not to 
compare, but just listen to 
the music.”

“in a world where good is 

called bad and lies are 

accepted as truth, and 

the guilty can be made  

innocent and the  

innocent can be made 

guilty, why wouldn’t  

i call the album  

‘Upside Down’?” 
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