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By Loshaun Dixon

Commissioner of Police 
Hilroy Brandy is warning 
promoters hosting illegal 
events that they risk fac-
ing charges when they 
organize public events 
without written permis-
sion from the police.

The Police have said that 
despite several calls from 
them and the National 
COVID-19 Task Force 
for persons to apply for 
approval for events, and 
to advertise such events 
only after the necessary 
approval has been re-
ceived, event organizers, 
entertainers and business 
operators are doing the 
opposite.

Commissioner Brandy 
said that a zero-tolerance 
approach will be taken for 
any such breaches going 
forward.

“These illegal activi-
ties not only contravene 
the current Emergency 

Powers COVID-19 
Regulations, but they 
have the potential to put 
the health of patrons at 
risk. As such events con-
tinue to be brought to the 
attention of the Police, a 
zero-tolerance approach 
will now be taken to 
anyone who breaches the 
Regulations in that area.

” 

Brandy also highlighted 
the penalty for any event 
that may contravene the 
stance of the police and 
of the COVID-19 Task 
Force.

“We will not only shut 
down the event, but those 
responsible will also be 
charged.”

 Section (6) of the 
Regulations speak to the 
restriction on social ac-
tivities. It states that: “No 
person shall host, attend 
or visit (a) a private party; 

(b) a wedding, subject to 
regulations 5 and 10; (c) a 
banquet, ball or reception; 
(d) any other ceremony 
in any facility or public 
place; (e) a funeral, sub-
ject to regulations 5 and 
10; (f) a meeting of a fra-
ternal society, private or 
social club or civic associ-
ation or organization; (g) 
any public beach, subject 
to regulations 5 and 11; or 
(h) any other type of so-
cial event, except with the 
written permission of the 
Commissioner of Police, 
in consultation with the 
National COVID-19 
Taskforce.”

 The penalty for a per-
son who contravenes or 
fails to comply with the 
Regulations shall be liable 
on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding 
$5,000 or a term of im-
prisonment not exceeding 
six (6) months or to both 
and to forfeiture of any 
goods or money in re-
spect of which the offence 
has been committed.

LOCAL NewS

Commissioner Brandy

Police Commissioner warns event 

organizers of zero-tolerance
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Cruise ships rescheduled for  

end of this month

By Loshaun Dixon

The two Royal Caribbean 
cruise lines will be arriv-
ing in St. Kitts for safe 
harbour later this month, 
following the postpone-
ments in August.

The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA) has 
announced that the 
Royal Caribbean Cruise 
Lines has agreed to shift 
the arrival dates of their 
two vessels to safe har-
bour in St. Kitts, to the 
end of September, with 
the Vision of the Seas ex-
pected to arrive on the 
26th, and the replacement 
of the Rhapsody of the 
Seas with the Brilliance 
of the Seas, which is ex-
pected to arrive on or after 
the 27th. 

“The vessels will arrive 
with strict adherence to 
all of the laws and regu-
lations that govern the 
Federation, including the 
SR&O’s issued under 
the State of Emergency,” 

the SKTA disclosed in a 
statement.

The SKTA also revealed 
the reasons the ships were 
rescheduled, noting that 
it is to facilitate the rota-
tion of essential crew in 
St. Maarten, to ensure 
that scheduled crew rota-
tions would align with 
the reopening of St. Kitts 
borders to accommo-
date crew rotations when 
necessary, and to load 
the required provisions, 
equipment and cables in 
St. Maarten, to support 
the layup of the two ves-
sels on Port Zante.

The Tourism Authority 
said that upon arrival 
at Port Zante, the crew 
of both Vision of the 
Seas and Brilliance of 
the Seas will not be al-
lowed to disembark the 
vessels, and will be re-
quired to complete a mo-
lecular PCR test, 14-day 
quarantine onboard the 
vessel, Molecular PCR 
test at the end of the 14 

day quarantine period, 
and in the event a crew 
member tests positive for 
COVID-19 on entry into 
St. Kitts, the vessel will 
have to leave Port Zante 
for international waters. 

They said there will be 
limited physical interac-
tion with crew members 
of both vessels during 
the mandatory 14-day 
quarantine. 

“SCASPA’s Pilots will 
not be required to provide 
any physical assistance 
to facilitate berthing for 
either vessel. Coast Guard 
assistance will not be re-
quired, unless in the case 
of an emergency. Royal 
Caribbean’s ship agent, 
Delisle Walwyn, will be 
provisioning the cruise 
vessels. Containers of 
supplies will be imported 
and delivered to both the 
Brilliance of the Seas and 
Vision of the Seas. The 
items will be dropped 
off on the Pier without 
any physical interaction 

between Delisle Walwyn 
staff and the crew.”

Last month the ships were 
set to arrive in Basseterre 
on August 19, but those 
plans were shelved, as the 
authorities here were en-
suring that everything is 
fully in order to facilitate 
the arrivals.

“The arrival of the 
Rhapsody of the Seas 
and ‘Vision of the Seas’ 
has been delayed, as the 
health team continues to 
ensure that all the require-
ments are fulfilled before 
permission for entry is 
granted, Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris had 
announced on his weekly 
“Leadership Matters” 
series.

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant said that 
Royal Caribbean reached 
out to the government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis for 
safe harbouring of the two 
vessels. 

“The safe harbouring 
would allow the vessels to 
dock side by side at Port 
Zante, and both cruise 
ships must adhere to all 
the necessary health pro-
tocols and all the laws and 
regulations of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, including the 
SR&Os (Statutory Rules 
and Orders) issued under 
the state of Emergency.”

He had noted that busi-
nesses in the Federation 
would benefit from the 
crew when approved to 
leave the ship.

“They will use our super-
markets, our restaurants, 
our bars, taxis, port fees 
for SCASPA, barber-
shops, hair salons, the 
market and many other 
businesses. The govern-
ment will gain revenue 
for the supply of water 
and disposal of dry and 
wet waste. Crew mem-
bers will seek to learn 
more about our island by 
taking tours and excur-
sions. They are indeed 

welcome to explore the 
island, particularly at this 
time when my team and 
the COVID-19 task force 
continue to prepare the 
sector for the reopening 
of the destination.”

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Hazel Laws had ex-
plained how the crew 
members will be inter-
acted with for testing.

“When they come into 
port, we are going to be 
setting up tents on the 
port, then they will be es-
corted individually, their 
samples will be ascer-
tained, and they will be 
sent to the next-genera-
tion lab for processing.

“They will be then di-
rected back on board for 
compulsory quarantine 
and will only be released 
and allowed integration 
into society, if and when 
they test negative.”
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Gambling

EDitorial

eDITORIAL

If you Google it, and you will find that in each year, there are roughly 100 countries in 
which an election is held; sometimes more than one per country.  Already there have 

been 95 elections in 2020 to date.  In this 2020 cycle of elections, twelve Caribbean 

territories are or will be in election mode; this is an unusually high number.  

Jamaica was the latest Caribbean country to conduct an election on September 3rd.  

The incumbent was returned to office with an increased majority, a landslide, just 
like Team Unity was in June. Pundits describe the Jamaica result as historical. Indeed 

it was, because In one of the constituencies, the candidate that was initially declared 

the winner ended up being the loser. He may sue.

Reports are that in the Eastern Westmoreland constituency, at the end of the prelimi-

nary count on the night of the elections on Thursday, the Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) 

candidate, Daniel Lawrence was declared the winner, ahead of the People’s National 

Party (PNP), Luther Buchanan, by a thin margin of eight votes. He had received 

4,831 votes to Lawrence’s 4,823 votes. An independent candidate received 34 votes.  

There were 101 rejected ballots.

A recount was requested, after which both the JLP and the PNP candidate received 

4,834 votes each, a tie. The Returning Officer broke the tie when he drew the name 
of the PNP candidate from a hat. 

Ties and tiebreakers, though rare, do happen in elections, the UK and Canada have 

experienced several such ties; and they are broken using the same methods that 

Jamaica used.  At one time, it was via a casting vote by the Returning Officer, but 
this was abandoned in favour of a coin toss or hat draw. Tie breaking methodologies 

are also usually enshrined in election legislation.

Can ties happen in St Kitts and Nevis? They can; but have never happened. The 

closest we have come in recent times is a 4-vote separation. But if it happens, our 

legislation  gives a casting vote to the Returning Officer, but only if the officer has 
not voted and if he is registered in the constituency in which he is the Returning 

Officer.  He may choose not to give the casting vote. If he does not, then Parliament 
must make the decision.  This can be an enormous responsibility if that seat is the 

deciding seat – i.e. if both sides have won equal seats each and are awaiting the result 

of this final seat. That is pressure! 

There should be at least one more election in the Caribbean, Belize is due anytime 

now. And of course, there is the American election in November. We wait to see 

what lessons will emerge to enhance our understanding of western style democracy. 
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Powell promises  

enhanced digital  

learning as school  

year begins

By Loshaun Dixon

Thousands of students 
across St. Kitts and Nevis 
returned to school this 
week for the first time in 
almost six months, with 
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell promising 
to take digital learning to 
a new level, considering 
challenges of COVID-19.

Schools across the 
Federation were closed in 
March due to COVID-19, 
and had remained 
closed ever since. Test 
of Standards and end of 
year exams were also 
cancelled. 

Powell, in addressing 
teachers and education of-
ficials, applauded teach-
ers and the Ministry of 
Education, and said they 
were doing something 
many counterparts in the 
region are unable to do.

“This morning we are re-
suming school here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and that is something we 
should be proud of; it is 
something we worked 
hard to achieve, and is 
something we will have 
ultimate success in.”

He said St. Kitts and 
Nevis were ready to push 
forward and push through 
another year of schooling.

“As we stand on the 
threshold of another 
school year, we do so ful-
ly conscious that the year 
that lies ahead will be like 
no other for the education 
of children anywhere in 
the world.”

Powell highlighted the 
importance of bridging 
the gap between educa-
tion and technology.

“The way forward for 
learning and learning 
spaces across the world… 
the students of today and 
the students of the future 
will demand that learning 
support that is appropriate 
for the situation or their 
context.”

He said the Ministry of 
Education acknowledges 
that this is an important 
time of transition, a po-
tential evolution in the 
education system. 

“The way in which the 
evolution in education has 
been perceived is an em-
phasis on the acquisition 
of devices and a focus on 
content solutions, but the 
abrupt shift in our edu-
cation delivery, brought 
about by the pandemic, 
means we must move to-
wards integrated solutions 
that break down boundar-
ies and accommodate this 
new norm of our educa-
tional structure.”

Powell added that now 
was the time to maximize 
the opportunities that 
have arisen in terms of 
digital education and its 
key components that will 
make the new norm work.

“Digital education man-
dates that the Ministry of 
Education procures solu-
tions that focus heavily on 
the connections between 
all education stakehold-
ers...understanding the 
drivers that will steer 
these connections are 
what makes the new 
reality.

“Over the past few 
months, the Ministry of 
Education not only stood 
at the portal of unfore-
seen reality, it also gave 
us an opportunity to un-
derstand the behaviours, 

preferences, tendencies 
of all stakeholders that 
formed the connections 
to forge ahead with digital 
education.”

He said the Ministry of 
Education’s agenda will 
manifest when the full 
spectrum of this era of 
learning actively involves 
and embraces the digital 
space. He said an inte-
gral part will be blended 
learning.

“Learning online and of-
fline. We at the Ministry 
of Education believe that 
the use of technology in a 
blended learning environ-
ment will make the class-
room more social and 
embraces curiosity, di-
versity, and adds value to 
learning new knowledge, 
new skills, new values 
and new attitudes.”

He said the students are 
the most important stake-
holders in the education 
hierarchy, hence it is im-
perative to always have 
their best interest at heart. 

“Additionally, to ensure 
our children are adequate-
ly receiving the highest 
level of education, the 
academic year 2020-2021 
will see more transitions 
in the area of flip class-
room approaches to ac-
commodate not only the 
shift system that will be 
implemented, but teach-
ing as a whole.”

The Minister added that 
“their response to the tech-
nology and infrastructure 
requirements to move 
us into this new norm of 
learning has shown their 
strength as an education 
unit, as communities and 
a as a nation”. 

“Though much 

advancement has been 
made over the years, the 
last few months has prov-
en our dedication to our 
students.”

Powell said he set about 
on listening tours after 
he took over the ministry, 
visiting the various divi-
sions, departments, and 
units within the Ministry 
of Education.

“As the listening tour 
continues, I will be 
meeting shortly with the 
staff at school meals, the 
school farms, with school 

bus drivers and Education 
Officers and the Teachers 
Union and all schools.’

He said he was impressed 
with all the positive 
programmes that have 
been taking place in the 
Ministry of Education. 

“Let me offer the highest 
praise and commendation 
to my predecessor, the 
former minister of educa-
tion, youth sport and cul-
ture, Shawn Richards, for 
the many achievements 
attained by the Ministry 
of Education during your 

term in office as Minister 
of Education. We con-
gratulate you on being 
one of the most highly re-
spected ministers of edu-
cation since attainment of 
independence.”

Teachers returned to 
schools Monday while 
the students returned 
Wednesday. Outside 
the schools Wednesday 
morning, students lined 
up, awaiting their initial 
screening before being al-
lowed on the premises.
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NHC Unveils New Model Homes

By Petra Mc Sheene

In continuing with their 
24th Anniversary cel-
ebrations, the National 
Housing Corporation 
(NHC) held a ceremony 
to allocate three new, first 
of its kind, pre-fabricated 
houses. The occasion 
was held at Hermitage in 
Cayon on Sept. 4.

In his remarks, Acting 
General Manager, Lisford 
Isaac shared tips with 
new homeowners about 
getting their mortgages 
on the straight and nar-
row. He informed them 
that they should pay their 
mortgages on-time, as late 
payments attract unneces-
sary interest charges. 

In giving an overall report 
of the homes, Chairman 
of the NHC Board, 
Valentine Lindsay stated 
that the homes were 
optimized for energy ef-
ficiency, using high per-
formance processes. He 
further stated that low 
impact homes were de-
signed and built, using 
materials and technol-
ogy that reduce its carbon 
footprint and lower the 
energy cost.

Lindsay explained that al-
though the outer structure 
of the homes may look 
like wood, they were built 
with concrete board from 
James Hardy, a company 
that makes the world’s 
highest performing fibre, 
cement sidings, trims and 
backer board. He further 
stated that the windows of 
the homes were hurricane 
impact windows and the 
roof supplies were made 
of aluminium. 

“Moisture-resistant sheet-
ing was used for all in-
terior dry walls, a more 
durable alternative to the 
standard dry wall. The 
rooms are fitted with 
recessed lighting, these 
lighting do not produce 
any heat. These LED 
lighting are safer and use 
less energy.”

Chairman Lindsay ex-
plained that the homes 
also included one micro-
wave oven, one refrigera-
tor and one four-burner 
stove with oven. There 
is also a 20-gallon wa-
ter tank, which although 
not solar energy, is 
energy-efficient. 

Minister of Human 
Settlement and 
C o n s t i t u e n c y , 
Representative Eugene 
Hamilton, in his remarks 
stated that although the 
NHC was celebrating 
their 24th anniversary, 
they would be celebrating 
their jubilee for the rest of 
the year. 

He stated that under the 
Unity Housing Solution, 
approximately 500 homes 
have already been built. 
He further asserted that 
studio apartments have 
also been built to accom-
modate single persons 
and town houses have 
been built with two and 
three bedrooms. 

“We are raising standards 
and providing an oppor-
tunity for people to be 
more comfortable in their 
homes,” Hamilton said. 

He expressed pleasure in 
the fact that the first recip-
ients of the pre-fab homes 
were persons of Cayon 
who came from humble 
and poor beginnings. 

Valentine Lindsay 

informed the public that 
the pre-fab homes at St. 
Peter’s will be open to 
the public for viewing 
for the next two weeks. 

New homeowners, 
Patricia Jeffers and Irona 
Simmonds, were handed 
their keys in the distribu-
tion ceremony held after 

the service, and the public 
was allowed to take a tour 
inside the new pre-fab 
homes.
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By Monique Washington

An additional expense 
may be added for the pub-
lic as the flu season fast 
approaches, and as health 
professionals may have to 
test persons to differenti-
ate between the flu and 
COVID-19.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) the 
exact timing and duration 
of flu seasons can vary, 
but influenza activity 
often begins to increase 
in October, and peaks 
between December and 
February.

“Both COVID-19 and 
flu can have varying de-
grees of signs and symp-
toms, ranging from no 
symptoms (asymptom-
atic) to severe symptoms. 
Common symptoms that 
COVID-19 and flu share 
include, Fever or feeling 
feverish/chills, Cough, 
Shortness of breath or dif-
ficulty breathing, Fatigue 

(tiredness), Sore throat, 
Runny or stuffy nose, 
Muscle pain or body 
ache, Headache.

Some people may have 
vomiting and diarrhea, 
though this is more com-
mon in children than 
adults. The Flu viruses 
can cause mild to severe 
illness, including com-
mon signs and symp-
toms listed above. Other 
signs and symptoms of 
COVID-19, different 
from flu, may include 
change in or loss of taste 
or smell,” the CDC says.

Speaking at the 
Emergency Operation 
Centre press conference 
on Monday, Chair of the 
Nevis COVID-19 Task 
force, Dr. Judy Nisbett 
noted that both the flu and 
COVID-19 are upper re-
spiratory tract infections.

 

“It all depends on what 
the symptoms are. If the 
symptoms are very se-
vere and we can make the 

differentials, for example, 
in COVID-19, then we 
can do the testing for that. 
In most cases I am sure 
we will do testing for both 
to differentiate. That is 
the only way we can dif-
ferentiate between the in-
fluenza and COVID-19,” 
she said. 

Nisbett said that because 
persons may be charged 
for the various testing, it 
may be an additional, un-
expected expense during 
this flu season.

“It may be a little bit 
more expensive, but you 
can’t really put a price 
on health. But we will 
just have to do that; test 
for both influenza and 
COVID-19 to ensure that 
we know what we are 
working with,” she said. 

Nisbett said that it would 
be difficult in some cases 
to tell the difference be-
tween the two  “but that is 
the reality”.

Flu season could bring additional expense
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By Petra Mc Sheene

After fighting a losing 
battle with breast cancer, 
popular preschool teacher 
Tara Flanders, fondly 
known as ‘Teacher Tara’, 
passed away on August 
3. Friends and family said 
their final goodbyes at a 
service held on Monday 
at the Grace and Truth 
Assembly Hall.

Many attended the ser-
vice to pay their respects 
to the family, and say their 
final goodbyes to Tara. 
In a tribute given by the 
Early Childhood Unit and 
the Ministry of Education, 
it was stated that Flanders 
began her career in 2005 
as a Teacher’s Assistant at 
the St. Peter’s Day Care 
Centre. During her time 
as a teacher, she served 
at different preschools, 
including Victoria Road, 
Challengers, Industrial 
Site and Mc Knight Day 
Care Centres. 

“As Tara was considered 
tender and outgoing, her 
cheerfulness was felt 
at every centre which 
she worked. There was 
never a dull moment 
with Teacher Tara, yet 
she commanded her class 
with a professional calm. 
She never raised her voice 

at a child and taught them 
values.”

Flanders enrolled in the 
Teachers Education pro-
gram at the CFBC in 2018, 
but due to her illness, 
was unable to complete 
her Associate’s Degree 
in Early Childhood 
Education. 

Other tributes given at the 
service included Cayon 
High School Graduating 
Class of 1998, Teacher 
Education Class 2020, St. 
Kitts Teacher’s Union and 
Basseterre High School. 

In an emotional trib-
ute, her niece Khadijha 
Flanders stated that Tara 
was always considered 
her favourite aunt, and 
Flanders would always 
address her as her crazy 
niece. Father of Khadijha 
and brother of Tara, 
Samuel Flanders, who is 
currently off the island 
and was unable to attend 
the funeral, gave a tribute 
via voice note, which his 
daughter played for the 
audience. 

“I have one regret and 
that is not spending more 
time with her physically,” 
Samuel stated in his trib-
ute. “I thank God for all 
the memories I have of 
my sister which will live 

on in my heart forever. 
In her short time here on 
earth, she has touched 
many lives. Her heart was 
as big as her smile.”

In the eulogy read by her 
sister, Teslyn Flanders, it 
was stated that Tara was 
very curious as a child, 
and made it her business 
to know everyone she en-
countered. When Tara be-
gan working at the early 
childhood unit, she had 
found her calling.

“Child month and the 
summer period was when 
Tara’s creativity came ful-
ly alive. She would spend 
hours creating costumes 
for children and items for 
decorating the class.” 

Tara was the mother of 
three boys - I’Quante, 
Imani and Joshua – and 
they gave her reason to 
heighten her life and pro-
pel towards her future. 
The news of her illness 
was a devastating blow 
to her not because of 
the threat of death, but 
because she had to quit 
school and focus on fight-
ing the disease. 

Other tributes for Tara 
Flanders was given by her 
parents, siblings, and by 
her significant other. 

Home-Going Service Held for Popular  

Preschool teacher
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By Monique Washington

“My dear people, I thank 
you for this humbling 
experience! Thank you 
for giving me the oppor-
tunity to learn and grow 
with you for the past six 
months. I look forward to 
more dialogue, partner-
ship and support, as I aim 
to continue to serve you 
the good people of Nevis 
#5 with honour, integrity, 
humility and distinction.” 

These were the sentiments 
of the Nevis Reformation 
Party’s lone representa-
tive in the Nevis Island 
Assembly, Cleone 
Stapleton, who has 
served for six months as 
a Parliamentarian so far, 
and was briefly reflecting 
on that journey, including 
her accomplishments.

Stapleton successfully 
contested March 2020 
by-election against the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement candidate, 
Keith Scarborough, in 
Nevis 5 St Thomas’.

“My work in the con-
stituency started almost 
immediately after the 

by-election with the dis-
tribution of food and es-
sential packages to the 
elderly and vulnerable 
persons in Nevis #5. 

“The food drive contin-
ued with the distribu-
tion of food packages on 
Labour Day and Mother’s 
Day. I also displayed my 
tremendous appreciation 
to nurses at the Alexandra 
Hospital (essential work-
ers) with a small token 
to thank them for their 
committed service to the 
Island of Nevis,” she said.

She noted that she suc-
cessfully initiated the 
Lowland Community 
Foundation and Morella 
Webbe Scholarship Fund 
for the development of 
community-spirited ini-
tiatives to advance the 
lives of the good people 
of St. Thomas Parish. 

“The Foundation, as part 
of its small business and 
people empowerment 
initiative, is presently in 
the process of assisting a 
young constituent in con-
structing a well-needed 
Barber Shop in the village 
of Barnes Ghaut. There 

were more projects in the 
pipeline to be developed 
even before entering the 
realm of government,” 
she said.

She admitted that her 
six-month journey has 
not been easy, but she is 
grateful for the love and 
support that her constitu-
ents have shown her.

“Even when I sit in 
Parliament as the lone 
member on the opposi-
tion bench, I fear not, 
because I know that I am 
armed with the support, 
thoughts and prayers of 
my constituents and well-
wishers at all times”.

Stapleton advised that in 
order to serve her con-
stituents best, there will 
be occasions where she 
would engage in discus-
sions with Premier Mark 
Brantley and his team to 
discuss issues relevant 
to the development of 
Nevis. 

“I can assure you that I 
will always act in your 
best interest and the inter-
est of all Nevisians.”

NrP’s Stapleton thankful for  

“humbling experience” as MP
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Janice Daniel Hodge and Cleone Stapleton Simmomds 

LOCAL NewS

By Monique Washington

By Monique Washington 

Janice Daniel-Hodge, 
daughter of the late 
National Hero and former 
Premier of Nevis, Simeon 
Daniel, will be contesting 
for the leadership of the 
Nevis Reformation Party 
(NRP) on Sunday, during 
their Party’s Convention.

The convention will 
be held at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NEPAC). 

Daniel-Hodge recently 
received her Doctorate 
from the University of the 
Virgin Islands and is now 
a Doctor of Philosophy, 
Creative Leadership, 
Innovation and Change.

She is an Environmental 
Consultant who promotes 
innovation and environ-
mental sustainability in 
small island developing 
states. She also holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Biology, a Master’s de-
gree in Microbiology.

Daniel-Hodge is the 
founder of Caribbean 
Development and 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Consultants Inc. 
(CADENCO) which has 

prepared Environmental 
Impact Assessments 
reports, coordinated 
environmental proj-
ects and provides con-
sulting service for 
myriad local and interna-
tional organizations.

According to a NRP press 
release, the highlight of 
this year’s convention 
will be the fact that “his-
tory will be made, as this 
is the first time in the 
Federation’s history that a 
woman will be the leader 
of a National political 
party”.

NRP recently elected 
lone parliamentarian, 
Hon. Cleone Stapleton-
Simmonds, who will also 
be contesting for the lead-
ership of the party.

In July, Stapleton-
Simmonds announced 
that she would be contest-
ing for leadership. She 
had noted that she is “the 
only elected member of 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party. Certainly, my con-
stituents as well as all 
NRP supporters could 
look forward to seeing me 
put my name forward in 
the running for leadership 
of the NRP party”. 

The theme of this year’s 

conference, which marks 
the NRP’s 50th anniversa-
ry, is: “Representing Our 
Country’s Future, Our 
Hope, Our Aspirations”. 

As part of the convention’s 
agenda, the party’s dele-
gates will also vote on the 
vying candidates for the 
various offices of a new 
Executive Committee, 
and once elected, the 
Party President would 
reveal her appointment 
of the party’s General 
Secretary, Assistant 
General Secretary and 
Public Relations posts.

The convention will only 
be open to delegates and 
specially invited guests, 
due to the COVID-19 so-
cial distancing regulations.

Last month, the Concerned 
Citizens Movement 
hosted its convention. 
The new Chairman of 
the Concerned Citizens 
Movement Party is the 
Hon. Uthant Troy Liburd, 
Deputy Chairman Latoya 
Jones, Public Relations 
Officer Micahail Herbert 
Manners, Treasurer Oscar 
Walters, Secretary Lorna 
Hunkins, and Youth Arm 
President and Executive 
Committee representa-
tive, Jermaine Arthurton

Former Premier’s Daughter to contest for NrP 

leadership
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Constable Wayne Maccou 

laid to rest

By Petra Mc Sheene

On what should have 
been his birthday celebra-
tion, Constable Wayne 
Maccou was laid to rest 
with full military honours 
at a service held at the 
Zion Moravian Church on 
September 5.

Maccou passed away 
on August 1 after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Governor General Sir 
Tapley Seaton, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris and Deputy Prime 
Minister Shawn Richards 
were among the govern-
ment officials who were in 
attendance at the service. 

During his approximately 
25-year career as a police 
officer, Constable Maccou 
worked in several units 
and departments within 
the Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force. 
His last posting was with 
the Special Services Unit. 

In the eulogy read by 
Chester Marshall, he rem-
inisced about how he had 
met Maccou in the police 
force back in the 90s. He 
informed the audience 
that because of Maccou’s 
dedication to duty and 
hands-on approach, he 
was attached to several, 
if not all of the special 

patrols mounted by the 
police force over the 
years, including the Quick 
Response Unit, Joint 
Patrol Unit, Anti-Gang 
Unit, the SSU Mobile 
Patrol and the School 
Safety Patrol. 

“When the proliferation 
of the gang culture raised 
its ugly head in the 90s, 
Wayne was instrumental 
in helping the country 
combat this gang culture,” 
Marshall reminisced. 
“The Anti-Gang Unit and 
the School Safety Patrol 
were areas he was very 
passionate about.”

Marshall further stated 
that Maccou’s strong-
armed approach of the 
law and seriousness with 
which he discharged his 
duties earned him the 
name, ‘Sergeant Tusty.’ 
Maccou attended several 
training sessions both lo-
cally and abroad, which 
included a Small Arms 
Trafficking Course, RSS 
Basic Course, Crime 
Scene Management First 
Responders Course, Basic 
Civil Aviation Security 
Course and Gunshot 
Residue and Overview 
Course. 

The scripture reading 
was delivered by Prime 
Minister Harris, and 
during that, he took the 

opportunity to extend 
heartfelt condolences to 
the Maccou family. He 
stated that Maccou and 
the village of Tabernacle 
had a very close relation-
ship. Harris recalled vis-
iting him at home and at 
the hospital during his ill-
ness, and Maccou always 
greeted him with a smile, 
however difficult the pain 
and circumstance. 

Maccou’s wife Donna 
wrote a tribute to her hus-
band in which she remi-
nisced about the man she 
had fallen in love with. 
She stated that Maccou 
was a man of charisma, 
and she could imagine 
him singing and doing his 
favourite footwork as he 
danced to golden oldies. 
She further stated that he 
had the ability to strike up 
a conversation with any-
one and he never held a 
grudge or revenge, for he 
loved God and stood firm 
in his spiritual beliefs. 

A tribute was also written 
by his daughter Zakela, in 
which she thanked him 
for always being there for 
her, although he was strict 
at times. 

Constable Wayne Maccou 
leaves to mourn his wife, 
children, father, step-
mother and many nieces 
and nephews.  



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 11th, 2020 NewSPage:18 NewS

By Loshaun Dixon

With schools reopening 
this week after an almost 
six-month closure, the 
Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Dr. Hazel Laws, 
is indicating that closing 
schools due to the pan-
demic should be a last 
resort.

Dr. Laws, at the most re-
cent COVID-19 briefing, 
stated that it was very 
important that schools 
reopen. She informed 
about the public health 
implications of reopening 
schools.

“While the concerns 
around infections and 
infectious complications 
in children is relatively 
small, it is important to 
consider the potential role 
children play in the trans-
mission of the virus.”

She said children are 
considered to be efficient 
transmitters of influenza 
and other respiratory tract 
infections, and this was 
one of the rationales for 
school closure in March.

“Data from multiple 
countries suggests that 
children under 10 years 
of age are probably less 
likely to transmit this vi-
rus than older children or 
adults. There are emerg-
ing data and information 
suggesting that children 
10 years and older may 

transmit the SARS-CoV-
2virus at rates similar to 
those of adults.”

Dr. Laws said given the 
significant adverse health 
and social implications 
of school closure on 
children, closing schools 
should be a last resort in-
tervention going forward.

“In the future, we really 
should employ all other 
possible interventions, 
and school closure should 
be our last resort. Public 
Health measures should 
prioritize closure of all 
other non-essential con-
gregate settings prior to 
school closures.”

Dr. Laws added that the 
health and safety of teach-
ers, students, and school 
staff remain a top priority.

“Each school now has 
a screening policy, and 
individuals coming into 
the school setting will be 
screened upon entry into 
the school setting on a 
daily basis.”

She stressed the impor-
tance of hand hygiene.

“Frequent and proper 
hand hygiene is criti-
cal in the school setting. 
Children should be taught 
how to wash their hands 
properly. Students and 
staff should perform hand 
hygiene upon entering 
and before exiting the 
school buildings, after 

using the washroom, be-
fore and after eating, and 
before and after playtime 
with shared equipment 
and toys.”

She said there should be 
a regular schedule for 
hand hygiene, above and 
beyond what is usually 
recommended.

“Each class should have 
and should emphasize 
regular hand hygiene and 
this should be scheduled 
within the school day.

The CMO said that physi-
cal distancing remains 
important within the class 
setting.

“The objective of physi-
cal distancing is to re-
duce the likelihood of 
contact that may lead to 
the transmission of this 
virus. The World Health 
Organization recom-
mended a minimum of 
3.3 feet or one meter be-
tween desks and students 
and between students and 
teachers.”

Addressing face mask 
use, Dr. Laws said they 
are currently recommend-
ing the use of masks for 
school students ages 11 
years and above. 

“Students between ages 
six and 11 are also ex-
pected to wear face masks 
in the classroom while 
under the supervision 
of the teacher. Children 

under the age of six are 
not required to wear face 
masks.”

She said exceptions can 
be made for students with 
asthma.

“If there is a known asth-
matic in the classroom 
and if the child is experi-
encing difficulty or is a bit 
uncomfortable in terms of 
keeping on the mask for a 
prolonged period of time, 
there is no harm in the 
teacher allowing a break.”

She also recommended 
cohorting to limit the 
mixing of students and 
staff.

“So that if a child 
or teacher develops 
COVID-19, the number 
of exposures would be 
reduced. Students should 
be encouraged to just 
intermingle and interact 
with classmates or stu-
dents within their class. 
So when they go out 
to break or recess, they 
should also be encour-
aged to play with their 
other classmates.

“So if there is an outbreak 
in the school and one 
class is implicated, only 
that class will be quaran-
tined, instead of having to 
close the entire school.”

She said environmental 
cleaning is important, and 
each school should have a 
schedule where the high 

touch areas are sanitized 
on a regular basis. She 
also noted that students 
should not be sharing 
water bottles, food, and 
cutlery.

“We should discourage 
sharing. Yes, we need to 
share, but in the context 
of COVID-19 in order to 
protect yourself from the 
virus, we would advise 
students not to share wa-
ter bottles in particular.”

She said children with un-
derlying chronic medical 
conditions should be able 
to safely attend school, 
provided that the appro-
priate enhanced safety 
measures are in place.

“For example, children 
who fall under this cat-
egory can be encouraged 
to wear the surgical face 
mask versus the fabric 
locally-made face mask.  
The surgical face mask 
provides a higher level 
of protection as opposed 
to the regular cloth face 
masks.”

She said special con-
siderations for children 
and youth with medical, 
physical, developmental 
and behavioral com-
plexities should also be 
considered.

“Such children or stu-
dents may have difficulty 
transitioning back to the 
school setting, having 
been away from the 

formal classroom for a 
number of months.

“We are recommending 
that parents have a discus-
sion with the school staff 
to accommodate a more 
individualized return to 
school, to ensure smooth-
er transitions.”

She also touched on men-
tal health awareness and 
support for all students.

“This is very, very impor-
tant. I have been reading 
a number of articles in-
ternationally and region-
ally with respect to the 
impact of the lockdown 
on students. What we are 
seeing is that a number 
of students have been 
depressed, some have ex-
perienced anxiety, some 
have been withdrawn 
with different behaviors 
and reactions as a result 
of the lockdown, and they 
been away from their 
classmates.

“What we are recom-
mending is that parents 
along with the teachers 
and educators be vigilant 
and observant of these 
children, and look at 
their body languages and 
changes in the students, 
to identify those students 
who may be in need of 
medical care, or even 
emotional and psycho-
logical support.”

LOCAL NewS

Closing schools should be our last 

 resort  -  Dr. laws
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Mechanical Engineer 

calls for pivot  

following pandemic

By Loshaun Dixon

Local mechanical engi-
neer Mark Pennyfeather 
says the global pandemic 
is an opportunity for the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis to make necessary 
changes and develop 
sectors that can be more 
resilient, now and in the 
future.

Pennyfeather was speak-
ing at the Prime Minister’s 
Lecture Series that forms 
part of the Independence 
2020 activities.

Pennyfeather said that 
being resilient means 
working together, similar 
to when the Federation 
acquired Independence. 

“When brilliant minds 
and charismatic person-
alities paved the way or 
when the federation re-
bounded from the great 
recession and hundreds 
of jobs were created at a 
rapid pace. Kittitians and 
Nevisians know what it 
means to be resilient.”

He said the Federation’s 
success so far in combat-
ting COVID-19, despite 
its small size, is a testa-
ment to the competitive 
nature as a people. 

“Being resilient means 
disregarding what you 
have gone through, 
whether you got off to 
a rough start or whether 
yesterday, last month or 
last year was a failure, 
the only thing that mat-
ters is how you adapt to 
the circumstances and ask 
what are you doing today 
to make tomorrow, next 
week or next year. Better 

not for yourself, but your 
community and world at 
large. 

“Perhaps another way to 
phrase my last statement 
is how are you innovating 
today to better to secure a 
better future for yourself 
and our beloved country.”

The young mechani-
cal engineer said that he 
sees immense potential 
here, with opportunities 
and efforts that exist in 
healthcare, biomedical 
research, and develop-
ment, offshore data secu-
rity, exclusive agriculture 
digital learning, and 
entertainment. 

“As if the threat of an-
nual hurricanes was not 
enough, we are now 
aware that even though 
the sun can be shining 
bright, major industries 
can come to a complete 
halt when our world is 
faced with a global pan-
demic. However, I be-
lieve this pandemic is the 
thrust of change, neces-
sary change, good change 
that we here in St Kitts 
and Nevis and across the 
world needed to get us to 
pivot.

 “In my opinion, based on 
my studies of emerging 
markets and new technol-
ogies innovation does not 
come without change.” 

Pennyfeather observed 
that all people can be uti-
lized while the country 
pivots towards a more 
diverse and more resilient 
economic future.

 “We live in the age of 
cheap digital, practical 

education. Online plat-
forms such as LinkedIn 
Learning, Udemy, and 
Coursera, to name a few, 
provide the opportunity 
for students of various 
ages, backgrounds and 
skill levels, to acquire 
new knowledge and en-
hance their skill set for a 
fraction of the cost of a 
university degree.

“So when we quarantine 
and observe shelter-in-
place orders, I encourage 
my peers, especially my 
young Kittitians and 
Nevisians, to spend some 
time increasing your 
knowledge and acquir-
ing new skills in software 
development, web devel-
opment, digital media, 
and marketing; things I 
believe are essential for 
us to pivot.”

 He explained how it will 
help generate foreign ex-
change in a country this 
small. 

“In an article published 
in the New York Times 
on May 21st, Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
notes that while the com-
pany rolls out its plan for 
permanent remote work-
ers, he believes there will 
be more benefits than 
inconveniences for the 
company. He states that 
allowing remote work 
will allow Facebook to 
broaden its recruitment, 
retain valuable employ-
ees, reduce the climate 
impact caused by com-
mutes, and expand the 
diversity of its workforce. 

“Many large companies 
like Microsoft, Amazon, 
Apple and Google have 

also announced their re-
mote work plans, and I 
firmly believe there is 
nothing stopping any son 
or daughter of our soil 
from acquiring skills to 
secure some of these po-
sitions. Working from St. 
Kitts and Nevis remotely 
for various technology 
companies could become 
a reality and perhaps a 
new industry.”

He noted that there are 
also opportunities outside 
of technology for growth.

 “However, not all of us 
will be interested in tech-
nology. Perhaps some of 
us like agriculture and 
fishing. The reality is, an 
investment in agriculture 
and fishing is not only 
about food security for 
our nation amidst a crisis, 
but also about economic 
diversification, so we 
can sustain our economy 
amidst a crisis that crip-
ples another sector.”

 He added how the 
Federation can generate 
foreign exchange in other 
fields.
 “This is where we live; 
this is what we have to of-
fer the world. Tech Navio, 
a London-based market 
research company re-
ported that superfoods are 
estimated to experience a 
compound annual growth 
rate of 17 % between 
2020 and 2024. 33% of 
the growth will originate 
in North America, which 
accounts for roughly 
five percent of the global 
population, and is our 
largest trading partner. 
Avocados, breadfruit and 
breadnut, to name a few, 

are superfoods grown lo-
cally, and can serve that 
demand.”

He continued, “So you 
might ask, ‘well how 
are we going to compete 
on pricing against larger 
countries with higher 
yields?’. The answer 
most likely is we will 
not. Similar to how we’re 
home to a few exclusive 
luxury hotels, the same 
type of product can be 
offered in the realm of ag-
riculture. Companies like 
the US-based Jackfruit 
company are examples 
of how a regular tropi-
cal food can service its 
demand, however vari-
ous levels of expertise 
skills and educational 
backgrounds will need 
to come together to make 
an endeavor like this suc-
cessful. Package, design, 
web development and 
digital marketing will 
be needed to create and 
market these products 
and services, and service 
growing global demand.

 He noted that in order 
to make these ideas in 
“uncharted territory” a 
reality, a product can-
not sell without effective 
marketing.

“So if you think you are 
interested in social media 
and digital marketing, ask 
your friend in agriculture 
how you can contribute. 
If you like to operate 
drones, take a $20 on-
line course in unmanned 
aerial vehicle drones for 
precision agriculture, and 
learn how you can help 
our farmers better moni-
tor crop health and yield. 

“If you took a class in 
ICTs...and you’ve built 
robots and you under-
stand sensors or the in-
ternet  and other things, 
you can use these skills 
in precision agriculture, 
smart agriculture, or even 
to monitor coastal or 
offshore-efficient loca-
tions, using a collective 
of solar panels, 3G data 
transmission devices and 
waterproof cameras.”

 He said now was the time 
for young Kittitians and 
Nevisians to get involved 
in the country’s economic 
development.

“Many of you have yet to 
leave, and perhaps many 
do not aspire to, or cannot 
afford to pursue tertiary 
level education. I am here 
to remind you, to inform 
you, that all you need to 
help this country pivot; 
that all the information 
you need to help this 
country pivot is at your 
fingertips. 
“So next time you’re at 
home or on a lunch break, 
browse the internet, start 
a course, talk to a peer, 
an elder, figure out what 
people do around here, 
refine your skills, demon-
strate to them

how you can use your 
skills. Research what 
people need beyond our 
borders that we can offer 
remotely. Get involved, 
test your skills, hurt your 
brain, fail but try again, 
fail again but never give 
up. Invest in yourself, be 
resilient, be innovative, 
and help secure our na-
tion’s future.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

Eight students who re-
cently graduated pri-
mary school and are 
heading to secondary 
school, are the ben-
eficiaries of the Warren 
C Tyson Scholarship 
Grant sponsored by lo-
cal business, TDC Group 
Limited.

The students, who are 
each heading to the eight 
public secondary schools 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
were identified by TDC 
after the recruitment pro-
cess, with the company 
covering the major school 
expenses for the students 
during their entire high 
school life and to lo-
cal sixth form colleges. 
It will also provide the 
students with work ex-
perience at TDC Group 
in their various branches 
and departments.

Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of TDC, Earle 
Kelly, said the program 
was established to assist 
and support students en-
tering high schools from 
the primary schools.

“Each year we induct stu-
dents, six in St. Kitts and 
two in Nevis. The pro-
gram is valid all the way 
up to the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College and the 
Nevis 6th form.”

Kelly noted that one of 
the unique features of 
this program is that the 

students don’t only get 
the financial benefits, 
they also have the ben-
efit of knowing TDC staff 
managers and gaining 
some experience.

“It’s not only about the 
education in the class-
room, the children need to 
learn what is happening 
in the entire world, that 
is part of the education 
process.”

He said despite the eco-
nomic challenges current-
ly facing the company due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this program was 
still an important feature 
they chose to continue 
supporting.

“We consider this pro-
gram so important that 
notwithstanding the chal-
lenges that we are having 
as a company because 
of the current pandemic, 
we decided we will not 
sponge on this one. This 
is very important, be-
cause we’re talking about 
the future of a country, 
and the program cost us a 
lot of money

“We have spent over six 
million dollars since the 
program started. Every 
year we spend tens of 
thousands of dollars for 
the cost of uniforms, 
school supplies, and we 
do a number of things that 
we don’t have to do.”

He said sometimes they 
assist students who have 

been having problems 
with their eyesight, as it 
would affect them in the 
classroom.

“We deal with that kind 
of things on a case by 
case basis and make ex-
ceptions where possible, 
because we think our chil-
dren are important; the 
program is important, and 
we get a lot of accolades 
as a result of our sponsor-
ship of this program.”

Kelly noted that the com-
pany saw value in the pro-
gram that has been active 
for almost four decades.

 “We see value in the 
program, as much as it 
cost us money. We know 
every day, every month, 
the benefits that will be 
derived from spon-
soring this program 
is equal to or greater 
than the cost of it.  
Rest assured, we are 
going to continue 
to sponsor this pro-
gram for a very long 
time…39 years we 
have been doing it.”

Speaking to the stu-
dents, he told them 
their association does 
not necessarily end 
with their graduation 
from college.

“Sometimes some of 
the awardees in this 
program move on 
to another program 
that assists students 
with college-level 

courses. We have an-
other pool from which 
we call the Michael King 
Scholarship Grant pro-
gram...where we provide 
a grant every year of 
US$5000 for students al-
ready in college or going 
into college.

He said there were people 
who came through this 
program and are now 
managers at various TDC 
departments.

Shelita Richards, mother 
of awardee Shaville 
Hodge, told the Observer 
of her excitement about 
her child receiving the 
award.

“I feel excited and happy. 
I never really had a mo-
ment like this, so I am 

thankful for it.”

She went on to describe 
her son’s potential and 
expectations, now that he 
is heading to secondary 
school.

“He is not a bad child, he 
is going to high school 
now and will be among a 
lot of different children, I 
don’t want him to be led 
astray, I want him to have 
his own mind and be a 
leader, not a follower, 
with a great concept of 
what he wants to be.”

She also hailed the TDC 
Group, noting she had 
lost her job as a result of 
the pandemic, and the 
help was much needed.

“A big thank you to 

TDC...I am unemployed, 
and it really takes a bur-
den off my shoulders. 
Now I can put that money 
to something else, so ku-
dos to them.”

Ellery Rivers, father 
of another awardee, 
Zeleequa Rivers, said 
that he too was excited 
and during these “hard 
times”, the support would 
go a long way.

“This help from TDC 
will definitely level my 
playing field. I am a taxi 
driver and have been out 
of work since March. 
This is definitely a relief 
off my chest right now. I 
am truly grateful for TDC 
supporting my daughter. 
I always shop at TDC, so 
this is like a win-win.” 

Eight students receive Warren C tyson  

scholarships



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 11th, 2020NewS Page:21ADVeRTISeMeNTTRAVeL



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 11th, 2020 NewSPage:22 NewSPage:22 ADVeRTISeMeNTSLOCAL NewSADVeRTISeMeNT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 11th, 2020NewS Page:23ADVeRTISeMeNTLOCAL NewS



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 11th, 2020 NewSPage:24 ADVeRTISeMeNT

God’s promise is, “Ye 
shall seek Me, and find 
Me, when ye shall search 
for Me with all your 
heart.” Jeremiah 29:13. 

The whole heart must 
be yielded to God, or 
the change can never be 
wrought in us by which 
we are to be restored to 
His likeness. By nature 
we are alienated from 
God. The Holy Spirit 
describes our condition 
in such words as these: 
“Dead in trespasses and 
sins;” “the whole head 
is sick, and the whole 
heart faint;” “no sound-
ness in it.” We are held 
fast in the snare of Satan, 
“taken captive by him at 
his will.” Ephesians 2:1; 
Isaiah 1:5, 6; 2 Timothy 
2:26. God desires to heal 
us, to set us free. But 
since this requires an 
entire transformation, a 
renewing of our whole 
nature, we must yield 
ourselves wholly to Him. 

The warfare against self 
is the greatest battle that 
was ever fought. The 
yielding of self, surren-
dering all to the will of 
God, requires a struggle; 
but the soul must submit 
to God before it can be 
renewed in holiness. 

The government of God 
is not, as Satan would 
make it appear, founded 
upon a blind submission, 
an unreasoning control. 
It appeals to the intel-
lect and the conscience. 
“Come now, and let us 
reason together” is the 
Creator’s invitation to 
the beings He has made. 
Isaiah 1:18. God does 
not force the will of His 
creatures. He cannot 

accept an homage that is 
not willingly and intel-
ligently given. A mere 
forced submission would 
prevent all real develop-
ment of mind or charac-
ter; it would make man 
a mere automaton. Such 
is not the purpose of 
the Creator. He desires 
that man, the crowning 
work of His creative 
power, shall reach the 
highest possible devel-
opment. He sets before 
us the height of bless-
ing to which He desires 
to bring us through His 
grace. He invites us to 
give ourselves to Him, 
that He may work His 
will in us. It remains for 
us to choose whether we 
will be set free from the 
bondage of sin, to share 
the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God. 

In giving ourselves to 
God, we must necessar-
ily give up all that would 
separate us from Him. 
Hence the Saviour says, 
“Whosoever he be of 
you that forsaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot 
be My disciple.” Luke 
14:33. Whatever shall 
draw away the heart from 
God must be given up. 
Mammon is the idol of 
many. The love of mon-
ey, the desire for wealth, 
is the golden chain that 
binds them to Satan. 
Reputation and worldly 
honor are worshiped by 
another class. The life of 
selfish ease and freedom 
from responsibility is the 
idol of others. But these 
slavish bands must be 
broken. We cannot be 
half the Lord’s and half 
the world’s. We are not 
God’s children unless we 
are such entirely. 

There are those who pro-
fess to serve God, while 
they rely upon their own 
efforts to obey His law, 
to form a right character, 

and secure salvation. 
Their hearts are not 
moved by any deep sense 
of the love of Christ, but 
they seek to perform the 
duties of the Christian 
life as that which God 
requires of them in order 
to gain heaven. Such re-
ligion is worth nothing. 
When Christ dwells in 
the heart, the soul will be 
so filled with His love, 
with the joy of commu-
nion with Him, that it 
will cleave to Him; and 
in the contemplation of 
Him, self will be forgot-
ten. Love to Christ will 
be the spring of action. 
Those who feel the con-
straining love of God, do 
not ask how little may 
be given to meet the re-
quirements of God; they 
do not ask for the low-
est standard, but aim at 
perfect conformity to the 
will of their Redeemer. 
With earnest desire they 
yield all and manifest an 
interest proportionate to 
the value of the object 
which they seek. A pro-
fession of Christ without 
this deep love is mere 
talk, dry formality, and 
heavy drudgery. 

Do you feel that it is 
too great a sacrifice to 
yield all to Christ? Ask 
yourself the question, 
“What has Christ given 
for me?” The Son of God 
gave all—life and love 
and suffering—for our 
redemption. And can it 
be that we, the unwor-
thy objects of so great 
love, will withhold our 
hearts from Him? Every 
moment of our lives 
we have been partakers 
of the blessings of His 
grace, and for this very 
reason we cannot fully 
realize the depths of ig-
norance and misery from 
which we have been 
saved. Can we look upon 

Him whom our sins have 
pierced, and yet be will-
ing to do despite to all 
His love and sacrifice? 
In view of the infinite hu-
miliation of the Lord of 
glory, shall we murmur 
because we can enter into 
life only through conflict 
and self-abasement? 

The inquiry of many a 
proud heart is, “Why 
need I go in penitence 
and humiliation before 
I can have the assurance 
of my acceptance with 
God?” I point you to 
Christ. He was sinless, 
and, more than this, He 
was the Prince of heaven; 
but in man’s behalf He 
became sin for the race. 
“He was numbered with 
the transgressors; and He 
bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the 
transgressors.” Isaiah 
53:12. 

But what do we give up, 
when we give all? A sin-
polluted heart, for Jesus 
to purify, to cleanse by 
His own blood, and to 
save by His matchless 
love. And yet men think 
it hard to give up all! I 
am ashamed to hear it 
spoken of, ashamed to 
write it. 

God does not require us 
to give up anything that it 
is for our best interest to 
retain. In all that He does, 
He has the well-being 
of His children in view. 
Would that all who have 
not chosen Christ might 
realize that He has some-
thing vastly better to of-
fer them than they are 
seeking for themselves. 
Man is doing the greatest 
injury and injustice to his 
own soul when he thinks 
and acts contrary to the 
will of God. No real joy 
can be found in the path 
forbidden by Him who 
knows what is best and 
who plans for the good 

of His creatures. The 
path of transgression is 
the path of misery and 
destruction. 

It is a mistake to en-
tertain the thought that 
God is pleased to see 
His children suffer. All 
heaven is interested in 
the happiness of man. 
Our heavenly Father 
does not close the av-
enues of joy to any of 
His creatures. The divine 
requirements call upon 
us to shun those indul-
gences that would bring 
suffering and disappoint-
ment, that would close to 
us the door of happiness 
and heaven. The world’s 
Redeemer accepts men 
as they are, with all their 
wants, imperfections, 
and weaknesses; and 
He will not only cleanse 
from sin and grant re-
demption through His 
blood, but will satisfy 
the heart-longing of all 
who consent to wear His 
yoke, to bear His burden. 
It is His purpose to im-
part peace and rest to all 
who come to Him for the 
bread of life. He requires 
us to perform only those 
duties that will lead our 
steps to heights of bliss 
to which the disobedi-
ent can never attain. The 
true, joyous life of the 
soul is to have Christ 
formed within, the hope 
of glory. 

Many are inquiring, 
“How am I to make the 
surrender of myself to 
God?” You desire to give 
yourself to Him, but you 
are weak in moral power, 
in slavery to doubt, and 
controlled by the habits 
of your life of sin. Your 
promises and resolutions 
are like ropes of sand. 
You cannot control your 
thoughts, your impulses, 
your affections. The 

knowledge of your bro-
ken promises and forfeit-
ed pledges weakens your 
confidence in your own 
sincerity, and causes you 
to feel that God cannot 
accept you; but you need 
not despair. What you 
need to understand is the 
true force of the will. This 
is the governing power 
in the nature of man, the 
power of decision, or of 
choice. Everything de-
pends on the right action 
of the will. The power of 
choice God has given to 
men; it is theirs to exer-
cise. You cannot change 
your heart, you cannot of 
yourself give to God its 
affections; but you can 
choose to serve Him. You 
can give Him your will; 
He will then work in you 
to will and to do accord-
ing to His good pleasure. 
Thus your whole nature 
will be brought under 
the control of the Spirit 
of Christ; your affections 
will be centered upon 
Him, your thoughts will 
be in harmony with Him. 

Desires for goodness 
and holiness are right 
as far as they go; but if 
you stop here, they will 
avail nothing. Many will 
be lost while hoping and 
desiring to be Christians. 
They do not come to the 
point of yielding the will 
to God. They do not now 
choose to be Christians. 

Through the right exer-
cise of the will, an entire 
change may be made in 
your life. By yielding 
up your will to Christ, 
you ally yourself with 
the power that is above 
all principalities and 
powers. You will have 
strength from above to 
hold you steadfast, and 
thus through constant 
surrender to God you 
will be enabled to live 
the new life,

ADVeRTISeMeNT

Steps to Christscholarships – Ellen G. White Writings

Chapter 5 

Consecration
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C H A R L E S T O W N , 
Nevis – Stern words were 
voiced to junior police of-
ficers who break the law 
relating to the COVID-19 
quarantine sites on 
Nevis, by Superintendent 
Lyndon David, Officer-
in-charge of the Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force (RSCNPF), 
Nevis Division. He noted 
that they will be penalized 
if caught.

Superintendent David 
warned offices stationed 
on Nevis while making a 
presentation at the Nevis 
Emergency Operation 
Centre Briefing at Long 
Point. He urged them not 
to be lured into breaking 
the existing COVID-19 
Regulations.

“No police officer on site 
[is] supposed to tell any-
body come and bring any-
thing for anybody there. 
If I know that, that officer 
will be disciplined,” said 
Superintendent David. 
“I am saying to you my 
junior ranks, do not let 
people encourage you to 
breach these regulations. 
You are there to enforce 
it, and that we will do.”

Superintendent David 
noted that it has been 
brought to his attention 
that some persons are 
attempting to visit the 
quarantine sites on Nevis. 
He used the opportunity 
to remind members of 
the public of the dangers 
associated with their 
actions.

“I understand some of 
you, you have your rela-
tive there,” said David. 
“Some of them might be 
out of the Federation for 
some time but remember, 
it is better to be safe than 
sorry, you know the old 
saying?

“Let’s go through the 
process of the 14 days. 
When the results come 
back, yes, they are free to 
go because they are safe 
to come and mingle with 
you. This is opposed to 
later, when you find that 
one of them is positive. 
You might be older and 
you might have underly-
ing [health] issues, and 
then you might be on your 
way to death.

“I am saying to you, 

please do not go visit the 
quarantine sites,” said 
David. “We are saying 
to you that once you ad-
here to the regulations, 
we will not have issues 
wherein we are seeing 
around the world where 
we have many deaths. We 
have seen many people 
have suffered because of 
COVID, once they would 
have recovered and tell 
the tale.”

The Statutory Rules and 
Orders No. 39 of 2020 
Emergency Powers 
(COVID-19) (N0.14), 
relating to restriction and 
visitation states that no 
person shall visit or be 
permitted to visit (a) any 
place of quarantine or iso-
lation, (b) any patient in a 
hospital or residential care 
establishment or facility 
including an elderly nurs-
ing home.

“If a person contravenes 
or fails to comply with the 
regulations,” said David, 
“they shall be liable on 
summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding 
$5,000, or to a term of im-
prisonment not exceeding 
6 months or both, and 
to forfeiture any goods 
or money in respect of 
which the offence has 
been committed.”

Police  

superintendent 

warns junior  

officers not to 
breach quarantine 

regulations
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Home quarantine  

now an option 

By Monique Washington

People wanting to return 
to the Federation now 
have the option of being 
quarantined at home, but 
it will come at a cost.

Chair of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force 
Dr. Judy Nisbett men-
tioned on Monday that 
quarantine at home, ho-
tels, villas, apartments is 
now allowed for persons 
interested in doing so, 
but application fees and 
hiring of security will be 
costs that are attached. 
Before persons can opt 
for this, however, there 

are criteria that must be 
met.

“Application must be 

sent to the COVID-19 
Task Force. There is an 
application fee that is at-
tached of EC$250. An 

appointment will have 
to be made to visit the 
property to ensure the 
property is suitable for 

quarantine. Once all the 
criteria are met, then an 
application is sent to the 
Commissioner of Police, 

so that a pre-approved 
private security firm can 
be assigned, and a con-
tractual agreement can 

be entered into between 
the security firm and the 
applicant. All cost for se-
curity and any other cost 

while in quarantine will 
be met by the applicant.” 

A person who decides on 
this option will be tested 
after the 14 days, and 
health professionals will 
visit periodically during 
their quarantine.

The Observer was in-
formed that thus far, a 
number of people have 
applied for the stay at 
home quarantine, but at 
this time no one has offi-
cially been approved.

Persons returning home 
also have the option of 
being quarantined at 

a government facility. 
These sites are under po-
lice guard 24 hours per 
day. Each room reserved 
for applicants at the quar-
antine site is air-condi-
tioned, self-contained, 
and has internet access. 
Items that are needed to 
be provided are bedding, 
toiletries, cooking uten-
sils, groceries, and clean-
ing supplies. 

Persons in quarantine are 
monitored daily for any 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
A test is done on day 14 
of quarantine which will 
determine whether or not 
a person is released.

Persons in quarantine are moni-

tored daily for any symptoms of 

CoViD-19. a test is done on day 14 

of quarantine which will determine 

whether or not a person is released.
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By Staff Reporter

During his latest re-
marks in the “Leadership 
Matters” Series on 
Tuesday, Prime Minister, 
Dr. Hon. Timothy Harris, 
highlighted the contribu-
tions of young people 
in the Federation, and 
promised to dedicate 
the next five years of his 
administration to their 
development.

“Our Country has many 
talented people. We can-
not afford to lose them as 
we build out our nation. 
We want our young peo-
ple everywhere to shine 
the light and, in so doing, 
elevate their lives and the 
lives of others here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“My hope is that more of 
our young people will add 
something of value to our 
Country by the effective 
way in which they utilize 
their talents – in music 
and entertainment, visual 
arts, craft, photography, 
choreography, literary 
arts, science, technology, 
engineering and math, 
fisheries and agriculture, 
etc.

So many opportunities 
are available and we 
need all our sons and 
daughters to seize these 
opportunities.” 

Dr. Harris duly singled out 
several individuals who 
had, by their excellence, 
provided even greater im-
petus for the government 
to invest significantly in 

youth empowerment.

“There is a cadre of 
young persons whose 
discipline, entrepreneur-
ial zeal, patriotism, ideas 
and philosophy of life 
are the stuff on which na-
tions excel. That is why 
my administration has 
established a Ministry 
of Entertainment, 
Entrepreneurship and 
Talent Development, 
with information and 
communications technol-
ogy (ICT) as a subject of 
focus within the Ministry. 
The Ministry will co-
ordinate Government’s 
response to an enhanced 
role for young persons in 
nation building.

“As we build out our new 
Ministry of Entertainment 
et al, we will unveil our 
national policy to provide 
the necessary facilitating 
environment in which 
ideas emerge, talent 
shines, mentors volunteer 
and venture capital and 
other support are available 
to new entrepreneurs.”

“I commend our young 
people who dare to be 
different, to take a chance 
and dare to persevere – 
we only need a start and 
a spark. I have been im-
pressed by the passion 
of our young people to 
excel, particularly in non-
traditional areas. Names 
like Sister Sensia and 
Desi Brown are young 
talented artistes.

I commend Jonathan 
Brown of Jay Black 

Productions, a photogra-
pher whose photography 
tells a story through its 
imagery, backgrounds 
and angles. I commend 
and acknowledge Amali 
Armony. It was my en-
counter with him that 
jolted me into imagin-
ing the new Ministry of 
Entertainment et al.  

I expect him and oth-
ers to continue to give 
ideas as we fine-tune 
the further conceptual-
ization and build-out of 
this new Ministry. Open 
Interactive showed in-
credible talent in manag-
ing Team Unity’s virtual 
campaign, coordinating 
with other young talents 
like Alexis St. Juste and 
Azem Bailey. I thank 
them all.”

The Prime Minister 
went on to say that he 
would dedicate the 
next five years of his 
Administration to the 
young people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis “who are not 
asking what their Country 
can do for them, but in-
stead are doing incred-
ible feats for the benefit 
and development of their 
Country”. 

“My Government will fa-
cilitate and help, but ulti-
mately our young people 
must take the leap of faith 
in themselves – in their 
ideas, their dreams, their 
Country and their God.

Our efforts at nation 
building must and will 
be all-inclusive and 

non-discriminatory.  All 
hands are required to 
make St. Kitts and Nevis 
the best managed small 
island state in the world.  
Our collective efforts 
must build a prosperous, 
secure and resilient St. 
Kitts and Nevis – where 
innovation, entrepre-
neurship and superb 
performance are rec-
ognized, rewarded and 
incentivized.

 Dr. Harris also spoke 
about one of the high-
lights of our 37th 
Anniversary Celebration 
- the Prime Minister’s 
Lecture Series. Twenty-
six-year-old businessman 
Mr. Mark Pennyfeather, 
a mechanical engineer by 
training, had the privilege 
of delivering that lecture 

on Wednesday.

The PM expressed the 
hope that Pennyfeather’s  
contribution would “mo-
tivate all of us to reaf-
firm our love for St. Kitts 
and Nevis, as well as our 
commitment to build it 
and make St. Kitts and 
Nevis the Garden of Eden 
in this Hemisphere”. 

He also reminded the na-
tion about an event that he 
considered very impor-
tant, given all that has oc-
curred globally in recent 
times, and the fact that St. 
Kitts and Nevis has been 
able to stand up – through 
Divine intervention -  to 
all the challenges that 
have stood in its path to 
even more greatness.

“This Sunday afternoon 
at Warner Park Cricket 
Stadium, we will have 
our Independence Church 
Service – a truly national 
event.  We have so much 
for which we must give 
God thanks. Let us at-
tend the Independence 
Worship, wearing our 
masks and observing 
social distancing as we 
enjoy songs of praise and 
turn in thanksgiving and 
supplication to our om-
nipotent and omniscient 
God.

We commemorate 
Independence under 
the theme Resilience, 
Innovation, and Security 
for Independence 2020.”

PM hails young 

people who 

“dare to be 

different” 
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National Heroes Park 

provides a tangible link 

to the Federation’s past

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts 
— St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
National Heroes Park 
serves as a tangible link to 
the past of the twin-island 
Federation and is a valu-
able teaching tool for the 
younger generation.

The multimillion-dollar 
facility is located along 
the Kim Collins Highway. 
It features statues of five 
National Heroes: The 
late Right Excellencies 
Sir Robert Llewellyn 
Bradshaw; Sir Caleb 

Azariah Paul Southwell; 
Sir Joseph Nathaniel 
France; and Sir Simeon 
Daniel.

Dr. the Right Excellent 
and the Right Honourable 
Sir Kennedy Alphonse 
Simmonds is the most 
recently named and only 
living National Hero. A 
Visitor’s Centre at the 
park features additional 
information about the na-
tion builders.

Permanent Secretary in 

the Ministry of Education, 
William V. Hodge said 
the National Heroes Park 
is a valuable teaching tool 
to teach youth about the 
history of the Federation.

“It’s a place where 
our children have to 
be brought to, espe-
cially those in the rural 
area,” said Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Education, William 
V. Hodge. He spoke in 
his capacity as a mem-
ber of the Independence 

planning committee. 
“We have to bring them 
(children), other than on 
National Heroes Day to 
experience the National 
Heroes Park and the 
significance of it in our 
history.”

Hodge explained there 
had been many calls for 
local history to be includ-
ed in the national educa-
tion curriculum. There 
are plans to introduce a 
high school course called 
St. Kitts-Nevis studies in 

the near future, however, 
he said that the National 
Heroes Park is an excel-
lent way of teaching local 
history.

“As I reflect on our first 
National Hero, the Right 
Excellent Sir Robert 
Bradshaw, he was a self-
taught person from hum-
ble beginnings, and our 
children must know this,” 
said Mr. Hodge, noting 
that it serves as a great 

inspiration to others.

Several students from 
across St. Kitts will have 
the opportunity to learn 
more about the National 
Heroes and the National 
Heroes Park when they 
attend the National 
Heroes’ Day ceremony 
on September 16. Five 
students from every pub-
lic and private school are 
scheduled to attend to 
witness the observance.
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