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By Loshaun Dixon

The government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis has an-
nounced the lifting of 
shelter-in-place orders 
and the curfew. The new 
regulations published last 
Saturday, August 29, will 
expire at midnight on 
Saturday, September 26.

The regulations still call 
for the wearing of a face 

mask covering the nose 
and mouth when in a pub-
lic place, once a period 
of emergency is declared 
in relation to COVID-19.  
They also give permis-
sion for the reopening of 
all public and private edu-
cational places of instruc-
tion, with the latter having 
to apply to the Ministry of 
Education for approval.

“All public and private 
educational places of 
instruction shall comply 
with the minimum stan-
dards set out in Schedule 
II. All public and private 
educational places of 
instruction may require 
students and teachers to 
connect virtually or work 

remotely from home.”

The new regulations also 
give clearance for com-
petitive sports to resume, 
all of which were post-
poned since March

“A person may attend 
sports training or practice 
sessions for amateur or 
other recreational sport-
ing events and all persons 
shall adhere to the social 

distancing and physi-
cal distancing protocol, 
as far as is reasonably 
practicable; all persons 
shall wear a face mask, 
covering their nose and 
mouth in accordance with 
regulations, except during 
the training or practice 
exercise; all persons shall 
adhere to the hygiene 
protocols pursuant to 
regulation 7 and Schedule 
I;  all training or practice 
sessions shall be in ac-
cordance with any other 
conditions or directives 
given by the National 
COVID-19 Taskforce and 
the Ministry of Sports.

All competitive competi-
tion must be applied to the 

Ministry of Sports and no 
match shall exceed 50% 
of the venue capacity.

“Management teams or 
clubs within each sport 
discipline may apply to 
the Ministry of Sports in 
the form set out in Part II 
of Schedule III, for per-
mission to host inter-team 
or inter-club competitive 
matches with a maximum 
of fifty percent spectator 

capacity, and the seating 
arrangements shall allow 
for a minimum of six feet 
between persons, and 
distance markers must in-
dicate where each person 
may sit. The total number 
of persons that may be 
permitted to attend inside 
of the building or stadium 
is one person for every 
thirty square feet; and 
all persons shall adhere 
to social distancing and 
physical distancing pro-
tocols pursuant to regula-
tion 5.

It also reminded that the 
borders for St. Kitts and 
Nevis remain closed to 
incoming international 
flights regional and 

international seafaring 
and private boating, ex-
cept with the prior written 
permission of the Ports 
Authorities, in consul-
tation with the Chief 
Medical Officer.
“A visitor shall not be 

permitted to enter and 
disembark for any rea-
son, including transiting 
through Saint Christopher 
and Nevis.”

Since March, the 
Federation has had 
shelter-in-place orders, 

starting with 24-hour 
curfews before mov-
ing to curfew at nights, 
then a midnight and 2:00 
am curfew, to this latest 
development where the 
restrictions have been 
removed.

Curfew and 

shelter-in-

place orders 

lifted

The new regulations also give  

clearance for competitive sports to 

resume, all of which were  

postponed since March
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By Monique Washington

Schools within the 
Federation are gearing up 
to reopen on Wednesday, 
September 9, and stu-
dents in both primary and 
high schools are now re-
quired to wear a mask for 
most of the day to prevent 
possible transmission of 
COVID-19.

Schools closed in March 

following the first cases 
of COVID-19 in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and students 
participated in virtual 
classes for the last term of 
the school year. 

On Monday, Principal 
Education Officer in 
Nevis, Zahnela Claxton 
was questioned during the 
Emergency Operations 
Centre press conference, 
as to what is being done 
to protect children with 
underlying issues as it re-
lates to mask-wearing.

“For students with un-
derlying conditions or 
preexisting conditions, 

we will not require them 
to wear a mask through-
out the school day. They 
are covered under the 
regulations. We have ad-
vised their teachers at the 
various schools that we 
have to ensure that these 
students maintain six 
feet physical distancing 
throughout the course of 
the day,” she said. 

The Observer questioned 

the Chair of the Nevis 
COVID-19 Task Force 
Dr Judy Nisbett as to how 
safe masks will be for 
children, and she noted 
that it will be safe, once 
supervised.

“We know that the new 
Statutory Rules and 
Orders No 39 of 2020 
Emergency Powers 
(COVID-19) (No.14) 
Regulations has indicated 
that children under the 
age of six are exempted 
from wearing the mask 
and persons between six 
years of age and 11 years 
of age should do so with 
adult supervision. It is 

safe for children to wear 
masks, but children un-
der six, we will not allow 
them to wear the mask,” 
she said.

Dr. Nisbett pointed out 
that masks should not be 
tight on the face and must 
allow for air flow. 
“The children will not be 
suffocating because they 
are wearing a mask, that 

is why we are allowing 
the older children to wear 
the mask. If the child be-
comes uncomfortable in 
school they can alert the 
teacher, and they will be 
excused for a bit to get 
some fresh air, if that is 
what they want, and get 
back into the class,” she 
said.

Nisbett reminded that the 
students will be wearing 
their masks under the su-
pervision of their parents 
and under the supervision 
of their teachers. 

 “It is not a hard and fast 
rule”, she said. 

Officials provide details on mask 
use for students

Dr. Nisbett pointed out that masks 
should not be tight on the face .
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By Annan Boodram – The Carib-

bean Voice

In the past couple of years or so the term 

“canceled” has taken off on social media 

and has been coined as a term of power. 

So, what is “being canceled”? Being can-

celed is when someone or a group decides 

to stop supporting a person, place, or thing 

based on one or more negative event or ac-

tion that has taken place. In effect, cancel 

culture is teaching everyone one thing: if 

something is wrong, stop supporting, af-

firming, following or practicing it.

However, not everyone agrees with 

cancelling as positive. ”‘Cancel culture’ 

tacitly attempts to disable the ability of a 

person with whom you disagree to ever 

again be taken seriously or in the extreme, 

to be hired or employed in his/her field 
of work,” says Letty Cottin Pogrebin, the 

author, activist and founding editor of Ms. 

Magazine.

  “It means different things to different 

people,” says Ben Wizner, director of the 

ACLU’s Speech, Privacy, and Technology 

Project.

In tweets, online letters, opinion pieces 

and books, conservatives, centrists and lib-

erals continue to denounce what they call 

growing intolerance for opposing view-

points and the needless ruining of lives 

and careers. A Politico/Morning Consult 

poll shows 44% of Americans disapprove 

of it, 32% approve and the remaining 24% 

had no opinion or didn’t know what it was.

For certain, cancel culture is not a pana-

cea and oftentimes it zooms off into the 

unwanted, undesired, personalized and 

negative. In this respect some have been 

arguing that cancel culture is toxic to 

mental health, but The Caribbean Voice 

disagrees.  In fact ideally we’d like to 

permanently cancel all mental heath issues 

but since that’s not possible, here’s what 

should and should not be cancelled:

1.    For starters the range of myths and 

misinformation surrounding mental health 

in general ought to be cancelled. People 

must ditch the idea that mentally ill people 

are crazy or ‘maad’. Or that if someone 

wants to take his/her own life, no one can 

do anything about it. Or that counseling is 

only for ‘crazy’ or ‘maad’ people.  If you 

don’t know get the facts, they’re available 

at the click of mouse. Always have an 

open mind so that long held views can be 

gotten rid of once the facts are accessed. 

And share these facts so that you become 

a part of the solution rather than remain 

a part of the problem. Remember this is 

about people’s lives, and among those 

people could be your loved ones, so it’s ok 

to admit that you were wrong, especially 

when you now have the facts to dispel the 

myths and misinformation.

2.    Furthermore, the attitudes of either ig-

noring one’s mental health issues, or deny-

ing them, or both must be cancelled. After 

all continual striving to be the best you can 

be means embracing advancement in all 

areas of your life. And so in the same man-

ner that you would seek help if you have 

a physical health issue such as diabetes 

or cancer, in the same manner you must 

also seek help for a mental health issue 

whether its autism, emotional challenges, 

any of the range of phobias (fear) or 

manias (characterized by great excitement 

or euphoria, delusions and overactivity) or 

disorder (bipolar disorder for example, or 

personality disorder).

3.    As well mental health appointments 

must not be cancelled unless cancellation 

is absolutely unavoidable. A cancellation 

hurts three people: you, your therapist, and 

another client who could have potentially 

utilized your time slot. Therapy sessions 

are scheduled in advance and are a time 

reserved exclusively for clients. When 

a session is cancelled without adequate 

notice, a therapist is unable to fill this 
time slot by offering it to another current 

client, a client on the wait list, or a client 

with a clinical emergency. Besides, most 

importantly, counseling/therapy works. 

We know; we’ve used it most effectively 

in The Caribbean Voice.

4.    Another mental health cancellation is 

the benign acceptance of the mentally ill 

on the basis that there is no hope for them. 

The fact is that studies show that people 

with mental health problems get better and 

many recover completely. Recovery refers 

to the process in which people are able to 

live, work, learn, and participate fully in 

their communities. There are more treat-

ments, services, and community support 

systems than ever before, and they work. 

So not only must you be hopeful for them 

but you must act on the basis of hope and 

instill that hope in them as well.

5.    Also we must cancel the view that 

people with mental health problems are 

violent and unpredictable. Actually the 

vast majority of people with mental health 

problems are no more likely to be violent 

than anyone else. 

Most people with mental illness are not vi-

olent and only 3%–5% of violent acts can 

be attributed to individuals living with a 

serious mental illness. In fact, people with 

severe mental illnesses are over 10 times 

more likely to be victims of violent crime 

than the general population. You prob-

ably know someone with a mental health 

problem and don’t even realize it, because 

many people with mental health problems 

are highly active and productive members 

of our communities. In effect you must 

do the research, get the facts and then do 

whatever is possible to enable those with 

mental health conditions to access active, 

productive lives.

6.    It is also very important to cancel the 

much believed myth that if someone talks 

repeatedly about wanting to die, suicide, 

taking his/her own life and the like, that 

person should not be taken seriously. 

The fact is that unless action is taken, that 

person will one day act on his/her words. 

So it is so important to get that person to 

therapy the very first time you hear those 
words and, if they are repeated then you 

must again act, as suicidality can reoccur 

based on the person’s life circumstances 

and preponderance to issues like depres-

sion and anxiety.

7.    Most importantly, no allegations of 

abuse must be cancelled. On the contrary 

every single one must be taken seriously 

until further investigations reveal oth-

erwise, especially since accusations of 

abuse, more so sexual abuse, are often 

made against family members or close 

family friends and often are dismissed. As 

well if allegations are found to be true, fol-

low up action must never be cancelled, not 

because of ‘family honor’, not because of 

‘shame’ and certainly not because of fear, 

since none of these things can be more 

important than a person’s well being.  As 

well, without closure and therapy a victim 

often lives with lifelong mental health 

consequences.

8.    Additionally we much cancel the per-

spective that abuse and suicide prevention 

are not our business. Think about this: if 

you are being abused or feeling suicidal 

would you want others to ignore your con-

dition or would you want them to jump 

in and help you get help? The answer is 

rather obvious so where suicide and abuse 

are concerned you must do for others what 

you would want others to for you, your 

loved ones and your friends. Make it your 

business to intervene and seek help for 

victims.

In this respect also its always better to be 

involved with a group than to operate on 

an individual basis, since the collective 

skills, knowledge, motivation, planning 

and outreach maximizes the efforts of 

every individual member while reducing 

pressure, time spent, feelings of being 

overwhelmed and the need to be every-

where, doing everything. For those who 

may be interested, The Caribbean Voice 

has a reputable track record in mental 

health advocacy and activism, with a 

special focus on abuse and suicide preven-

tion. Email us at caribvoice@aol.com or 

thecaribbeanvoiceinc@gmail.com. Call 

or what’s app 646-461-0574 or 011592-

621-6111. Check out our Facebook 

page- The Caribbean Voice: Saving Lives 

Empowering People - The Caribbean 

Voice: Saving Lives, Empowering People 

and leave us a message or directly mes-

sage any of our members.

Mental Health and the Culture of Cancellation

GUEST EDiTorial

eDITORIAL
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Minister of Telecommunications, Hon. Akilah Byron-Nisbett, 
delivering her remarks

NewS

The Cable launches  

‘My Cable’ app

By Petra Mc Sheene

Just one year after launch-
ing Ultra TV, Chairman 
of the board of The Cable, 
Othniel Hyliger, stated 
that in the last two years 
the entity has become 
a household name, and 
gave kudos to Chief 

Executive Officer Patricia 
Walters and her team. 
Hyliger made those re-
marks during a ceremony 
to launch the My Cable 
app, at the Royal St. Kitts 
Hotel last Friday.

CEO Walters informed 
the gathering about the 

enhanced broadband ser-
vices, the new functional 
website and the launch of 
My Cable.

“Necessity is the mother 
of invention and surely 
in the last few months of 
COVID-19, as we have 
been hemmed in, we’ve 

seen the explosion of 
relevant e-commerce and 
digital and consumer-
based services around the 
globe.” 

Walters pointed out that it 
is the vision of The Cable 
for every citizen and resi-
dent of St. Kitts and Nevis 
to have access to mini-
mum broadband speed of 
100MB. She said that in 
coining a phrase used by 
the governor of ECCB, 
that ‘a vision is not what 
could be, but what should 
be.’ 

Walters informed the 
audience that one of the 
questions that haunted 

her as a CEO, was how 
the company remains 
relevant to its customers. 
She pointed out that the 
answer to that question is 
the My Cable online ac-
count management app.

“In short, the My Cable 
app can do everything 
you need to do without 
coming to the store, with 
the added bonus of not 
having the hassle to find 
parking space and taking 
time off from work or 

lunch.” 

Walters encouraged ev-
eryone to register for My 
Cable, as it was suitable 
for young and old, and 
more functionality will be 
included.

A few Cable employees 
debuted the My Cable 
dance challenge, and 
Walters encouraged users 
to go to the popular Tik 
Tok social media app and 
compete in the challenge, 
as there were prizes to be 
won for the best dancer. 

Minister of 
Communications Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett con-

gratulated The Cable for 
celebrating 37 years of 
existence, and encour-
aged everyone to see 
The Cable as the flagship 
company for start-up. She 
commended the company 
for offering 100 MB for 
start-up, and pointed out 
that having access to the 
internet in these times is 
just as important as hav-
ing water.

“The Cable is a complete-
ly local company that has 

been able to stand to any 
regional or international 
company which offers 
the same service. It is an 
example of how starting 
out as a small company 
with a vision can create 
outputs and business op-
portunities that surpass 
anyone’s imagination.” 

Minister Byron-Nisbett 
pointed out that she likes 
that The Cable is local, 
and encourages locals, 
so they can give them an 
opportunity. She liked 
the fact that the website 
was locally done and the 
set-up for the room was 

locally done as well.

CEO of Open Interactive, 
Stachio Williams, is re-
sponsible for the design 
for the website, which 
the minister described 
as looking international. 
Williams gave a live dem-
onstration of the website 
and explained the tabs 
that can be found there. 
He pointed out that hav-
ing My Cable is having 
the power to do all your 
cable business online.

“in short, the My Cable app can do every-

thing you need to do without coming to the 

store, with the added bonus of not having 

the hassle to find parking space and taking 
time off from work or lunch.” 

CEO of Open Interactive, Stachio Williams, giving a demo of 
the website
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independence Day Parade  

among activities axed this year

By Loshaun Dixon

The Independence Day 
Parade held annually at 
Warner Park to commem-
orate the Federation’s 
independence from Great 
Britain has been canceled 
this year, Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris has 
announced.

Dr. Harris on his weekly 
programme Leadership 
Matters announced 
the parade and other 
Independence Day activi-
ties have been axed this 
year.

“In keeping with the 
new norms and to con-
tinue our leadership 
on the matter, Cabinet 
yesterday reviewed the 
proposed Independence 
programme and deter-
mined that there will be 
no independence parade 
this year. Itis to reduce the 
risk of the spread of the 
virus, with thousands of 
participants attending the 
independence parade.”

Dr Harris described the 
decision as “painful”, 

noting the “seminal im-
portance of independence 
at the fulcrum of our sov-
ereign state”.

He said, “We encourage 
persons however to wear 
their national colours, 
carry their national flags 
with them, and display 
their flags in their homes 
and public buildings.

“We encourage the visible 
display of National pride, 
patriotism and the show-
casing of our emblems of 
nationhood. We encour-
age community activi-
ties to mark the day, but 
mindful to comply with 
COVID-19 regulations.”

He said the usual cock-
tail reception hosted by 
the Governor General on 
Independence night will 
not take place this year.

“This event will normally 
attract thousands of in-
vitees from all walks of 
life.”

He noted, however, that 
the National Heroes Day 
commemorative event 

will take place at the 
National Heroes Park on 
September 16.

“As to be expected, social 
distancing and the wear-
ing of mask will be ob-
served. The programme 
will be curtailed and 
members of the public 
are invited to witness the 
event.”

He said the Prime 
Minister’s Lecture Series 
will be delivered by one 
of the citizens in an envi-
ronment that will be more 
compliant with the new 
norms of COVID-19. 

“Independence events in 
the context of COVID-19 
have been modified to 
minimize health risk to 
everyone. As a conse-
quence, some events have 
been canceled, scaled 
back or will be delivered 
virtually.”

The 37th Independence 
theme is, “Resilience, 
Innovation and Security 
for Independence 2020.”
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Education  
Minister  

confident of safe 
schools next week

LOCAL NewS

Minister of Education, Jonel Powell 

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell is expressing 
confidence that schools 
can be safely opened next 
week and not put the na-
tion’s students and teach-
ers at risk.

Powell said the Ministry 
has a competent team 
at the helm and dedi-
cated teachers and other 
staff working to ensure 
schools open in a safe and 
efficient manner.
“Your Team Unity gov-
ernment is doing all in its 
power to ensure this, and 
to ensure that the neces-
sary support is there for 
staff and students; the stu-
dents being the ultimate 
beneficiary and the most 
important in the process.”

He urged a partnership 
with his ministry and 
parents and guardians, as 
they all have a role to play 
in order to ensure that the 
reopening of schools is 
done in a successful man-
ner that is healthy. 

He explained that 
Teachers will return 
Monday and prepare to 
welcome students starting 
Wednesday.

“This is a difficult time 
and we understand this, 
however if we all come 
together in unity, I have 
every confidence that the 
resumption of schools in 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
be a success, and that our 
students will succeed in 
their education.”

He noted that he was con-
fident in the process by 

which schools will open 
on September 7. 

“A lot of people have 
been working to ensure 
that this happens. I must 
single out the manage-
ment team at the Ministry 
of Education, who have 
been staying in office un-
til late at nights on most 
nights to ensure this is a 
reality.”

He said they have put 
together a document that 
represents the guidelines 
for the reopening of 
primary and secondary 
schools for the school 
year 2020-2021

“This outlines all of our 
initiatives, all our proto-
cols for the reopening of 
schools. It is a document 
put together based on a 
lot of input from all of 
our stakeholders from the 
Ministry of Education, set 
out in three areas.”

Part A, he said, outlines 
the structure of the school 
year 2020-202, and pro-
vides all the important 
dates. Part B provides the 
logistical arrangements 
for schools and speaks to 
all of the things being put 
in place to ensure teachers 
and staff are trained and 
continue to be trained not 
just in COVID-19 proto-
cols, but also e-learning 
systems, in a blended 
learning situation.  Part 
C contains the health and 
safety protocols they have 
adopted.

“All the things that fall 
within this document 
give a snapshot of how 
much work has been put 
in place. The teachers, 

new principals have un-
dergone specific training 
not just in COVID-19 
and its protocols, but in 
managing the process in 
what we now refer to as 
the new norm.”

Powell indicated that 
some schools will be re-
suming on a shift system, 
while others will resume 
on a regular basis.

The primary schools that 
are operating on a shift 
system are Beach Allen, 
Dr. William Connor 
Primary, Tucker Clarke 
Primary and the Cotton 
Thomas Schools 

The Washington 
Archibald High School 
and the Basseterre High 
School are the only high 
school that will be operat-
ing on a shift system 

Powell said teachers 
will be working from 
8:00am to 4:00 pm, and 
for schools not on shift 
system, there will be 
school as normal 8:30 to 
3:30 pm. He said the shift 
system first shift will run 
from 8:25 to 12:15 and 
the afternoon sessions 
will be 12:50 to 3:30.

“We have adjusted the 
length of the different 
periods during these shift 
systems from seven peri-
ods of instruction to five. 
We are trying our best to 
ensure that although it 
is a different system, the 
children are benefitting 
from as much instruction 
as possible.

He noted that break times 

and lunch times will be 
staggered.

“A lot of work has been 
put in place, and we are 
indeed confident that we 
will resume next week 
in a very healthy and ef-
ficient way.”
Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris said all 
public schools will be 
ready to receive students, 
teachers and support 

staff when they reopen 
next week.

“I am advised that private 
education institutions are 
also expected to work with 
the COVID-19 task force 
to confirm their readiness 
for the reopening.”

He said his administration 
will work to deliver for 
the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“A lot of planning has 
gone into the reopening 
of schools, and we have 
done this in an organized 
and careful way to mini-
mize risk to everyone 
involved.”

Schools in St. Kitts 
and Nevis were closed 
since March when the 
Federation recorded its 
first confirmed case of 
COVID-19.
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By Monique Washington

The Nevis Aquatic and 
Sailing Centre has suc-
cessfully completed 
its 13-day Sailing and 
Aquatic Summer Camp, 
and is gearing up for its 
Youth Sailing Program.

The camp was held at the 
centre’s site at Oualie Bay 
from August 5th-August 
21st after the COVID-19 
Task Force had autho-
rized the centre to host 
such a camp. 

Chairperson of the Nevis 
Aquatic and Sailing, 
Danielle Connor, told the 
Observer that the mem-
bers felt the camp was 
important to host, as the 
children needed a safe 
summer activity, espe-
cially since most of the 
children have been home 
since the spring.

She said that the children 
were between the ages of 
six and 18 years old, with 
all levels of experience in 
the water, and followed 
a structured syllabus of 
Marine Biology, Aquatic 
and Sailing over the dura-
tion of the camp. 

“Each morning the chil-
dren would start camp by 
signing a “Rule Song”, 
written and composed 
by Jazzique Chiverton. 
The song reminded the 

children of the safety pro-
cedures to be followed 
each day. Next, the chil-
dren would exercise and 
stretch with a morning 
workout routine, and then 
all be a part of rigging 
the boats and equipment 
for the day’s use. After 
that, the children would 
then start classes within 
their groups. The chil-
dren were divided into 
groups based on age and 
ability, and named their 
groups “Rainbows” and 
“SeaWaves”. 

Connor noted that the sail-
ing lessons were led by 
Nicholas Dupree, Jubal 
Sargent and assisted by 
Zack Miller and Devon 
Jeffers. 

“The children were taught 
on three categories of 
boats, optimists for the be-
ginners and younger chil-
dren; RS Feva/Sunfish for 
the more experienced and 
older children, as well as 
the Hobie Wave Cats for 
the very young to watch 
and learn out on the sea. 
All children participated 
in rigging the boats, cap-
sized drills, wind naviga-
tion, water safety, and 
introduced to the sport 
and rules of racing. Each 
individual made signifi-
cant progress,” she said. 

In addition to learning 
how to sail, the children 

also participated in an 
intensive, practical course 
in Marine and Ocean con-
servation.  According to 
Connor, the class was led 
by Marine Biologist and 
FINA swim instructor 
Valerie Gregorie, and as-
sisted by Alberic ‘Inkey’ 
Arthurton and Gary 
Wilson. 

“Marine biology was 
taught in a classroom 
setting at the Centre, and 
through interactive work-
shops. Content included: 
Ocean food chain, cat-
egorizing waste and 
degradation rates for dif-
ferent materials - 2 weeks 
to 1 million years; Fish 
identification; Ocean and 
Beach Clean-Up Days, 
with over 350 pounds of 
garbage collected.  The 
“In Water” part of the 
Programme focused on 
water safety and indi-
vidual water confidence. 
The “Campers” were 
introduced to Kayak and 
Paddle board technique,” 
she noted. 

Connor said that they 
are “excited” to continue 
“this momentum” and 
have children registered 
for our Youth Sailing 
Programme which began 
on Sunday, August 30th. 
She said the Youth Sailing 
Programme is for all lev-
els - beginners through 
experienced sailors are 

welcome to attend classes 
which are held every 
Sunday at the Centre’s 
site at Oualie Bay from 
2:00pm to 5:00pm. 

“This camp was a massive 
success, and we would 

like to thank all of the 
children, parents, instruc-
tors and volunteers for 
encouraging the marine 
journey these children 
went on. We would also 
like to thank the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 

Department of Youth 
and Sports, St Kitts and 
Nevis Sailing Association 
and St Kitts and Nevis 
Swimming Federation, 
for their continued sup-
port in our programmes 
and events.” 

Nevis aquatic 

and Sailing  

Centre ends 

“successful” 
summer camp
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PM urges caution as  

restrictions eased

By Staff Reporter

“I appeal to our people, 
not to let our outstand-
ing success in containing 
the virus lull us into a 
false sense of security.  I 
urge our young people in 
particular to do the right 
thing.  None is too strong 
to die.  Risky behavior in 
the face of COVID-19 is 
dangerous and can cause 
deaths.”

These wise words of 
caution were shared by 
Prime Minister Dr the 
Hon. Timothy Harris, last 
Tuesday evening, dur-
ing the most recent pro-
gramme of  ‘Leadership 
Matters.

Dr. Harris had prefaced 
those remarks with the 
disclosure that a new set 
of restriction-easing regu-
lations had become effec-
tive several days earlier, 
and that this development 
may lead some persons 
to believe that they could 
or should let their guard 
down. He further stressed 
compliance.

“Please exercise disci-
pline through compliance 
with the regulations.  I ap-
peal to operators of buses, 
bars and entertainment 

centres to comply with 
the regulations.  Be re-
minded that beach parties 
and picnics are not al-
lowed for the time being, 
and weddings and funer-
als should be for a short 
duration, with social and 
physical distance being 
observed.

“The regulations outline 
the non-pharmaceutical 
measures to be utilized 
to protect us from the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and in the main, set the 
minimum standards to be 
followed as we continue 
the careful opening up of 
the economy.  These stan-
dards of hygiene, wearing 
of masks outdoors, social 
and physical distancing, 
are critical to our policy 
of containment and elimi-
nation of the disease, mit-
igating the overwhelming 
of the health sector and 
the avoidance of deaths.”

The Prime Minister also 
made a special appeal to 
the hotel sector to be cog-
nizant of the respective 
requirements given the 
very important nature of 
their role on the economic 
front.

“As we contemplate 
and prepare for the 

opening up of the hotel 
sector, Regulations 18 
and Schedule III Part 1 
in particular give a de-
tailed guidance by way of 
minimum standards to be 
put in place by our hote-
liers.  All hotel employees 
should make themselves 
familiar with the new 
rules.  I urge hoteliers to 
begin the preparations 
for an October opening, 
making the necessary 
physical and other adjust-
ments way in advance 
and to test their systems 
and their ability to re-
spond appropriately.”

The Regulations also fo-
cused on further opening 
up of the society, particu-
larly schools.

The new set of 
Regulations to assist 
in the fight to contain 
and eventually defeat 
COVID-19 were pub-
lished on August 27, 2020 
by an Extra Ordinary 
Gazette No. 67 of 2020.  
These regulations be-
came effective at 5:00 
a.m. on Saturday, August 
29, 2020 and will remain 
in place until midnight 
Saturday, September 26, 
2020.  

Prime Minister Dr the Hon. Timothy Harris
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By Loshaun Dixon

Former National Team 
Captain and the first 
player from St. Kitts and 
Nevis to play in Major 
League Soccer (MLS) has 
announced his intentions 
to run for the presidency 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA)

Harris who currently 
plays for Oklahoma City 
Energy in the United 
States Soccer League, 
said that when he moves 
on from the football side 
of the game, he dreams of 
running the SKNFA.

“My intention was al-
ways to come back home 
and serve my people, 
and football is my field, 
and one of the things I 
have always wanted to 
do was after leading ev-
ery national age group as 
captain, I think is time for 
me to be captain of the 
football for St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and for the next 
SKNFA election, I am 
going to contest it as a 
candidate for president.”

The SKNFA congress 
is set for next year, and 
Harris is hoping he is 
given the opportunity to 
take football forward.

“That’s something I want 
to do, and that’s coming 
up next year, and that’s 
something I intend to do. 
God willing, I’ll be home 
to contest the election, and 
hopefully I am elected to 
help lead our football go-
ing forward, with the help 
of many others.

“I believe football is for 
football people, and I 
think it’s time. There is 
a trend around the world 
where young footballers 
are now making the step 
to the administrative part 
of things.”

He singled out Didier 
Drogba as inspiration, 
after he announced he is 
running for the presiden-
cy of the Ivorian Football 
Federation.

“He’s been one of the per-
sons I have looked up to, 
on and off the field, for in-
spiration, and the way he 
conducted himself on the 
field as a footballer and is 
giving back to his people 
of the Ivory Coast.

“I see myself in him a 
little bit, on a smaller 
scale, but helping our 
people back home. I have 
done things that people 
say wasn’t achievable, in 
becoming a professional 
footballer coming from a 
small island nation.” 

Harris said he felt he had 
the necessary skills to de-
velop the next generation 
of footballers from St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“Now I feel like it’s time, 
where people are doubt-
ing me as having expe-
rience in managing or 
leading our football off 
the field. Now, it has given 
me added motivation to 
go on and show and prove 
the naysayers wrong and 
help our people, help our 
next generation.” 

He noted what role his 
children have played in 
helping to motivate and 
inspire him.

“Not many people have 
kids, we need to be that 
inspiration for them and 
have real desire and real 
motivation, and not just 
see what we can get out 
of football personally, but 
the overall…the holistic 
approach, and help de-
velop the nation, because 
football is a big thing; 
football helps people.” 

Harris noted he wants to 
build a National Team 

the entire country can be 
proud of.

“We have to be proud of 
our national team again. 
People we can relate with. 
When the National Team 
steps on the field, we 
know that is the National 
team, and everyone can 
be proud - singing the 
National Anthem and 
proud.

“I’m passionate about 
this. I feel like we have 
footballers and coaches 
who can make it out here 
and achieve something 
for themselves our coun-
try and our families.”

He said his family em-
brace the islands and are 
willing to make the step 
with him to return.

The 35-year-old Harris 
also commended the cur-
rent SKNFA executive 
led by president Anthony 
Johnson, but noted there 
has been some stagnation.

“I have to commend Mr. 
Johnson and his team for 
doing their best to grow 
the sport in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. I think they have 
implemented some good 
things, where players are 
more secure in terms of 
having insurance cover-
age, and I have to com-
mend them on that. There 
has been a pause, and it 
has been a bit stagnant for 
the past couple years. For 
the talent that we have, 
we need to utilize it a bit 
more and help expose our 
locally based players.”

He said he hopes to see 
the talent that is in St. Kitts 
and Nevis develop and go 
on to serve the national 
team going forward.

“We have to develop our 
product and keep it grow-
ing, we can’t just put a 
plaster over a sore where 
we are looking for the 

finished product to fit in 
to our national system. 
Why not develop it and 
keep it growing where it 
can be there for years?”

Harris, a native of the 
St. Peters community, 

earlier witnessed the 
sporting complex in that 
community named in 
his honour, following his 
contributions to the peo-
ple of the area, and to the 
community in general.

He played professional 
in the MLS from 2005 to 
2018 for seven diffident 
franchises, and is also a 
legend for the St. Kitts 
and Nevis National team.

atiba Harris announces plans to 

run for SKNFa Presidency Atiba Harris celebrates 
the renaming of the  
facility in his honour
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By Petra Mc Sheene

National hero and first 
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, His 
Excellency and Rt. Hon. 
Dr. Kennedy Simmonds 
remembered his former 
Cabinet Colleague and 
friend Richard Llewellyn 
Caines Sr., who was laid 
to rest last Saturday.

The former Junior 
Minister of Finance’s 
thanksgiving service was 
held at the Warner Park 
Cricket Stadium, follow-
ing his death on July 29. 

Dr. Simmonds, a long-
time friend of Caines, 
was given the task of 
delivering the eulogy, 
in which he pointed out 
that Caines was origi-
nally from Dieppe Bay 
but moved to Basseterre 
at a young age. While 
living in Basseterre, he 
attended the Basseterre 
Boys School and upon 
completing school, 
Caines entered the teach-
ing profession as a ‘pupil 
teacher’ but was never 
fond of it, so at the end of 
one year, he left teaching 
and became an appren-
tice at the best mechanic 
shops in Basseterre.

“As he excelled as a me-
chanic, he found work 
at the Basseterre Sugar 
Factory and became en-
gaged in the Department 
for maintenance and 
repair of vehicles. He 
moved on to owning his 
own vehicle, then stepped 

up to making it a taxi ser-
vice for special occasions 
such as weddings.”

Simmonds said that 
Caines later began rent-
ing his car, and it even-
tually transformed into a 
car rental business. His 
business was the first 
of its kind in St. Kitts. 
Simmonds spoke of a 
highlight in Caines’ time 
while he operated a small 
garage at the gas station at 
Victoria Road. Although 
Caines repaired many 
cars there and taught just 
as many apprentices, ac-
cording to Dr. Simmonds, 
the highlight of his time 
there was ‘the race.’

“With his tremendous 
sense of humour, Richard 
bet one of his friends that 
he, the non-athlete, could 
run from the gas station 
down Fort Street, touch 
Treasury Building and re-
turn to the gas station be-
fore his friend could eat a 
two pence bread without 
any drink. Richard won 
the race handily.” 

Simmonds went on to 
mention that the event at-
tracted persons who were 
on their way to a first class 
football match in Warner 
Park, and caused such 
a traffic jam on Cayon 
Street that the-then head 
of the Traffic Division, 
Sergeant Lynch-Wade 
left the police station and 
came over to see what the 
problem was, but he too 
enjoyed the race before 
clearing the traffic. 

He also recalled two in-
cidents in his and Caines’ 
life which they both 
shared, and he pointed out 
that each case changed 
the course of his own 
life. Simmonds stated 
that the first incident was 
the electricity demonstra-
tion of November 1964, 
in which he went to the 
demonstration intending 
on being just one more 
person lost in the crowd 
of protesters, but ending 
up carrying the banner in 
front of marchers, sim-
ply because his friend 
Richard was carrying the 
banner and he couldn’t 
carry it alone. 

The second incident, 
Simmonds stated, oc-
curred in July 1967 in 
London, when they 
breached the security 
and invaded the office of 
the minister for overseas 
development, Ms. Judith 
Hart. They’d gone there 
to seek the support of 
the British Government 
in calling for the release 
of the PAM Executive 
and others who were un-
justly imprisoned by the 
Bradshaw regime.

“Richard was a founding 
member of the People’s 
Action Movement (PAM) 
and always the first speak-
er on the platform. He set 
the tone for the meetings. 
He was a forceful and 
persuasive speaker, and 
his material was always 
thoroughly researched. 
He was the party histo-
rian and his memory of 

past events and his well-
organized archives were 
legendary.” 

When PAM/NRP formed 
the Government in 1980, 
Caines became the junior 
minister in the Ministry 
of Finance. He quickly 
gained the reputation as 
the guardian of the coun-
try’s finances. 

“He was appointed 
Chairman of a committee 
to oversee the use of gov-
ernment vehicles, and he 
did his job with such vigi-
lance and purpose that 
he soon became known 
as the ‘tek way key min-
ister’, a sobriquet well-
earned, as he stopped 
many miscreants in their 
tracks and confiscated 

the keys to the vehicles 
being misused. After the 
elections of 1984, he was 
appointed as Minister in 
the Ministry of Finance, 
and served in that capac-
ity until 1993.”

Caines was given full 
military honours, and 
was buried at Springfield 
Cemetery.

 Richard Caines Sr. being carried to his final resting place

richard llewellyn Caines Sr. laid to rest

The Hope Chapel Choir Tribute
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NEVlEC still 

on GM search

LOCAL NewS

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Electric 
Company Limited 
(NEVLEC) is currently 
still searching for a suit-
ably qualified person 
who will be taking the 
place of outgoing General 
Manager Gilroy Pultie, 
who will be returning to 
his native country of St. 
Lucia.

Premier Mark Brantley, 
whose ministry has re-
sponsibility for NEVLEC, 
said that in terms of a re-
placement for Pultie, the 
process is ongoing. 

“They (NEVLEC’s Board 
of Directors) are conduct-
ing their interviews and 
having their selections,” 
Brantley said.

Pultie was hired in 
September of 2019 as 
general manager, given 
the responsibility to give 
guidance, and oversee the 
day-to-day management 
of the company.

Chairman of 

the NEVLEC Board of 
Directors, Stedman Tross, 
endorsed Pultie as a 
fully qualified and very 
highly recommended in-
dividual, who was eager 
to start the work of mak-
ing NEVLEC the very 
best utility company in 
the world.

Pultie was selected from 
among applications from 
locations including the 
U.S., the Philippines, 
Argentina, Canada and 
the Caribbean. Pultie 
possesses a Bachelor’s 
Degree in electrical and 
computer engineering. 
He also has an MBA 
with a specialization in 
finance, and is a chartered 
accountant. He was also 
a senior manager at St. 
Lucia Electricity Services 
Limited (LUCELEC).

In July, Chairman Tross 
confirmed with the 
Observer that Pultie had 
resigned and would be 
departing in August.

Brantley said that “it is 
not so much that he has 

resigned, which suggests 
that he was unhappy 
or does not want any 
longer to continue with 
NEVLEC, it is because 
of an arrangement that he 
had.”

Brantley noted that St. 
Lucia Electricity Services 
Limited (LUCELEC) 
had asked him to return, 
because they needed his 
services in his native 
country. 

“So he came and gave us 
a year. It is shorter than 
what we like, but we un-
derstand the situation. Mr. 
Pultie has done an excel-
lent job for us,” Brantley 
said.

Brantley expressed his 
gratitude towards Pultie 
and thanked him for his 
service in Nevis.

“We want to thank him 
for his services and wish 
him a safe return to his 
native St. Lucia, and good 
success in his new role at 
LUCELEC.”
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By Loshaun Dixon

The National Assembly 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
on Thursday morning, 
passed the Advance 
Cargo Information Bill 
2020, legislation that will 
improve border security in 
the Federation and greatly 
improve efficiency within 
the Customs and Excise 
Department, as they deal 
with cargo carriers.

The bill was introduced 
by Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris, who 
said it would facilitate 
the provision of advance 
information relating to 
cargo and passengers of 
a conveyance. This in-
formation will be shared 
with other countries with 
a view to identifying the 
cargo and persons that 
may pose risks to the 
Federation’s security, 
while facilitating trade 
through Electronic Data 
Interchange and for other 

connected matters.

“The bill can be consid-
ered a companion bill to 
the Advance Passenger 
Information Bill which 
was passed several years 
ago when we were in the 
midst of World Cup crick-
et, and matters of security 
plagued the region,” Dr. 
Harris said.

He said the bill was im-
portant in an effort to miti-
gate the threats emanating 
from international trade 
and CARICOM impacts, 
and noted that member 
states of CARICOM are 
moving towards imple-
menting best practice 
measures as it relates to 
trading across borders.

“Due to this lack of clar-
ity, the Customs and 
Excise Department was, 
in certain cases, only able 
to secure the bare mini-
mum of information from 
the manifest declaration 

information.”

He said the lack of in-
formation has posed a 
significant challenge for 
the Customs and Excise 
Department to be able 
to identify to a sufficient 
degree of certainty, the 
threats posed by incom-
ing consignments to the 
Federation. 

“This in turn has hin-
dered the Department in 
its ability to effectively 
implement a proper Risk 
Management System. 
The Department has 
therefore found that the 
information derived from 
the manifest system has 
proven to be wholly in-
adequate for our contem-
porary framework and the 
complex challenges now 
faced by border control.” 

Prime Minister Harris, 
who is also the minis-
ter responsible for the 
Customs and Excise 

Department, added that 
the bill proposed the intro-
duction of a methodology 
for inputting one hundred 
and four data elements 
into the Advance Cargo 
Information System. 

“Of the one hundred and 
four data elements, sev-
enty-one are mandatory, 
with the remainder being 
optional. This accounts 
for sixty eight percent 
of the total fields. This 

is a significant amount 
of relevant information 
that would now be made 
available to better assist 
the Customs and Excise 
Department in assessing 
the risk that each con-
signment poses to the 
Federation.” 

Prime Minister Harris 
stressed that the infor-
mation provided by 
the Advance Cargo 
Information System 

would ensure that the 
Customs and Excise 
Department would be 
better placed to protect 
the Federation and the 
region “from threats ema-
nating from international 
trade.”

The Bill received all three 
readings in the National 
Assembly and was passed 
in the presence of a hand-
ful of senior Customs 
Officers.

National assembly 
passes advance  

Cargo  
information Bill

Dr. Harris during Thursday’s sitting of the National Assembly 
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“We built houses with 

bigger bedrooms,  

bigger bathrooms, 

all painting covered, 

well-suited and tiled. 

By Petra Mc Sheene

The National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) is 
celebrating 24 years of 
existence, and Minister 
of Human Settlement, 
Eugene Hamilton, along 

with the board of NHC 
and employees, wor-
shipped at the Antioch 
Baptist Church in cele-
bration of the anniversary. 

During the service, 
Hamilton informed the 
public that there are 
three houses that will be 
distributed in the near 
future that will include 
a stove, refrigerator and 
microwave. He expressed 
thanks to persons who 
came to worship with 
the members of NHC, 
and reminded persons 
to do good for the less 

fortunate. 

In recognition of the cel-
ebration, Hamilton stated 
that NHC has revolution-
ized the way construc-
tion was done in building 
small, middle- and low-

income housing. 

“We built houses with 
bigger bedrooms, bigger 
bathrooms, all painting 
covered, well-suited and 
tiled. First class quality; 
houses fit for kings and 
queens.” 

Hamilton further asserted 
that studio units were built 
in Parray, St. Peter’s, and 
they are ideal for a single 
person seeking to begin to 
build their own life. 

Chairman of the NHC 
Board, Valentine Lindsay 

stated that NHC has come 
a long way, and congratu-
lated the past board mem-
bers who brought them 
thus far, while pointing 
out that online payment 
will soon be introduced. 

Hamilton, Lindsay, and 
Jonelle Rawlins, NHC’s 
Manager of Client 
and Public Relations, 
were guests on the ra-
dio show ‘Working For 
You’. During the show, 
Lindsay pointed out that 
after an assessment of 
NHC in 2015, two new 
departments were devel-
oped; Client and Public 
Relations headed by 
Rawlins, and Purchasing, 
headed by Lockhart 
Alleyne.

Over the years, the Team 
Unity Administration has 
made many persons new 
home and land owners 
in areas such as Parray’s 
Village, Cunningham 
Heights, Hermitage, 
Phillips’s and Shadwell, 
just to name a few. 
Persons with disabilities 
have not been forgotten, 
as there have been houses 
built specially for persons 
who are wheelchair users. 

LOCAL NewS

National Housing Corporation Celebrates 

24th anniversary

Staff of NHC worship at Antioch Baptist  
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For the kiddies Corner artwork that the child completes, you can come to the Observer office to drop it off  
or you can take a picture and email it to us at  observnv@gmail.com
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“We are looking to launch this on Heroes’ Day.  That is on 
Wednesday September 16th, National Heroes’ Day,  

from 10 am – 3 pm at lime Beach Bar on Pinney’s. 

ADVeRTISeMeNT

Nevis  CBr  advocates  to launch  Day  

Centre  for  the disabled

By Monique Washington

A group on Nevis is em-
barking on an initiative to 
give the disabled on the 
island a voice, as well as 
a place to congregate, and 
where they can do most 
things the able can do.

The Nevis Community-
Based Rehabilitation 

(CBR) Advocates will 
be launching their day 
centre in just two weeks. 
Members of the group 
are Dr. Glenville Liburd, 
Charles Ward and Keith 
Lawrence. Speaking 
with the Observer on 
Wednesday, member of 
the group and volunteer 
Ward, said they chose 
that date as the day to 
celebrate their  “hidden” 
heroes. 

“We are looking to launch 
this on Heroes’ Day.  
That is on Wednesday 
September 16th, National 
Heroes’ Day, from 10 am 
– 3 pm at Lime Beach Bar 
on Pinney’s. This event is 
to highlight the disabled 
and special needs persons 
18 years of age and over. 
This event is to get them 

out, rather than them be-
ing stuck at home doing 
nothing,” he said.

Ward said that on that day, 
persons will be able to 
register for the day centre 
programme which will be 
free of cost. He revealed 
that there will be various 
activities which include 
playing board games, 

bingo, and socializing.  
He noted that members 
of the group will also be 
brainstorming and mak-
ing plans for a better life 
for persons with disabili-
ties on Nevis.

“It would be good to hear 
from them, because they 
are in the situation, not 
us . So we will take on-
board their comments and 
needs,” he said.

Ward said that their end 
goal is to have a perma-
nent home for the day 
centre, as currently their 
plan is to use the premises 
at Eureka Health Building 
in Ramsbury.

“Our end goal is to have 
our own premises, so 
they can have like a day 

centre. Right now at the 
day centre, persons can 
garden, they can learn to 
use a computer, they will 
have their own little proj-
ects so that they can feel 
good about themselves 
and achieve something, 
rather than being home 
all day. We are trying to 
build that community to 
bring them out; to give 

them a voice,” he said.

.Ward said that this ini-
tiative will be free for all 
attendees. He noted that 
they are seeking assis-
tance from the govern-
ment during this initiative.

He said that everyone is 
welcome to attend the 
launch. Tickets can be 
purchased for EC$30 
ahead of the date or $50 
at the gates. Lunch will be 
served.

“Persons are encouraged 
to bring along a disabled 
relative or friend, and 
to consider joining the 
Nevis CBR advocates 
and support the cause of 
persons with disabilities,” 
he said.

Members of CBR dr Grenville Liburd, Keith Lawrence, Charles Ward
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oNE oF THE WorlD’S SMallEST CoUNTriES. aND iT 

EVEN HaS iTS oWN roYal FaMilY.
ByEric Mackenzie Lamb

With an area of only 
62 square miles and a 
population of just under 
40,000, the Principality 
of Liechtenstein is one 

of six micro countries in 
Europe (the others being 
Monaco, Andorra, San 
Marino, Luxembourg, 
and Vatican City). It’s 
also a member of the 
European Economic 
Area, the European Free 
Trade Association, and, 

since 1990, even has its 
own seat at the United 
Nations.

Landlocked between 
Austria and Switzerland, 
the enclave has no airport 
of its own and depends 
largely on its road trans-
portation, as well as bus 
and taxi services. Zurich 
airport, less than two 
hours drive away, is its 
major international gate-
way. There’s also a nine 

kilometer train service 
operated by the Austrian 
federal railway which 
passes through the coun-
try and connects travel-
ers to both Austria and 
Switzerland. 

Amazingly, there are 
more companies regis-
tered in Liechtenstein 
than there are citizens. 
Which isn’t really surpris-
ing, as the country has the 
world’s highest per capita 
income for its size, as well 
as extremely low rates 
of taxation. By mutual 
agreement, its official cur-
rency is the Swiss franc, 
one of the most stable in 
the world.

However, well-to-do 
corporations are only a 
part of the country’s eco-
nomic success. Tourism 
is also a major factor. And 
with good reason: despite 
its size, Liechtenstein 
has some of Europe’s 
most spectacular scen-

ery.  Medieval castles 
overlooking the Rhine 
river (its national anthem 
translates to High on the 
Young Rhine), endless 
rows of vineyards, tiny 
villages with traditional 
wooden buildings, hiking 
and bicycle trails, mu-
seums and art galleries, 
numerous boutique ho-
tels, even a ski resort. But, 
for a visitor, it never feels 
crowded or commercial-
ized. Nature itself also 
plays an important part 
of Liechtenstein’s image. 

Along with rolling green 
pastures, the country has 
a forest cover of 43 per-
cent, and its trees, many 
of them centuries old, are 

protected under strict con-
servation laws.

The country’s history, 
no less fascinating, goes 
back centuries. Once 
part of the Holy Roman 
Empire, it was given 
special status as a semi-

sovereign state in 1719 by 
its then Emperor, Charles 
VI. During the early 19th 
century, the Napoleonic 
wars led to the fall of the 
Roman Empire and gave 
Liechtenstein additional 
sovereignty, and with it, 
the ability to oversee its 
own affairs.  To estab-
lish neutrality, its army 

was abolished in 1868, 
although, throughout 
World War I, the country 
was closely allied with 
the Austrian-Hungarian 

empire. After the conflict 
ended, Liechtenstein’s 
government decided to 
follow a new political di-
rection and entered into 
a Customs and monetary 
union with Switzerland, 
an arrangement which 
remains in place today. 
And, like Switzerland, 
Liechtenstein remained 

officially neutral during 
the Second World War. 
But by 1945, the country 
was struggling to survive. 
Agriculture, once its eco-
nomic mainstay, was in 
rapid decline. It wasn’t 
until the 1970s, under 
the rule of Franz Joseph 
II and his wife Princess 
Gina, that the situation 

was dramatically reversed 
by their decision to ap-
prove a tax haven status 

for Liechtenstein. As luck 
would have it, the plan 
succeeded beyond their 
wildest dreams. 

Sadly, Franz Joseph 
passed away in 1989 at 
the age of 83, less than 
a month after his wife’s 
death. (Perhaps ironically, 
one of Princess Gina’s last 
wishes only became real-
ity in 1984, when women 
in Liechtenstein were fi-
nally allowed to vote).

 

And finally, something 
else which you may find 
unusual: with the excep-
tion of a handful of entry 
points, Liechtenstein has 
no marked borders with 
its neighbouring 
countries. This has 
sometimes led to 
some rather comi-
cal situations, as 
happened in March, 
2017, when a hun-
dred and seventy 
Swiss soldiers on 
a training exercise 
lost their way dur-
ing heavy rains and 
found themselves 
a mile inside the 
country’s territory. 
Their command-
ing officer swiftly 

offered the Liechtenstein 
government an official 
apology, and, with barely 

contained chuckles and 
clinking of wine glasses 
on both sides, the incident 
was quickly forgotten.

Alas, if only other con-
flicts could be resolved so 
easily!

The country is a constitutional 
monarchy under Prince Hans-
Adam II, son of the late Franz 
Joseph and Princess Gina. Im-
age courtesy of the Liechten-

stein Public Archives.

      Liechtenstein’s royal 
coat of arms

Image by the author.

Map courtesy of the Embassy of  
Liechtenstein.

Hilti, one of the world’s most prominent tool 
manufacturers, has a major presence in Liechten-
stein. Other corporations include Thyssen Krupp, 

VP Bank, and Swarovski. Image by the author.

One of several castles whose grounds can be 
visited. Image by the author.

Flag of the Principality of Liechtenstein
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts — Over 24 years, 
the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) has 
provided thousands of 
housing solutions for St. 
Kitts residents. Providing 
affordable homes is the 
primary NHC goal, how-
ever, Minister of Human 
Settlement, Honourable 
Eugene Hamilton, said 
the economic spinoffs are 
notable.

Construction activity is 
“adding great value to 
the overall economic 
activity of the coun-
try, providing jobs for 

persons who are carpen-
ters, masons, plumbers 
and electricians,” said 
Hon. Hamilton. “Hiring 
independent contrac-
tors most of whom have 
a small business or are 
self-employed, ensures 
that the economic impact 
is spread out even further 
across the country. The 
income that is earned by 
the workers is used to 
provide for their families.

“We are providing food, 
clothing and shelter by 
what we do at NHC,” said 
Hamilton. “Yes, people 
see it as just the shelter, 

but if you think about it 
in the broader context, 
food is provided, clothing 
is provided, and love and 
harmony in the home are 
provided.”

The minister added that 
he was proud of HHC’s 
contributions to the na-
tional development agen-
da as well as the Gross 
Domestic Product.

The management and 
staff of NHC are celebrat-
ing their 24th Anniversary 
this week.

NHC affordable homes program  

provides notable economic spinoffs
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BASSETERRE, St. 
Kitts – His Excellency 
Governor-General Sir 
S.W. Tapley Seaton, 
GCMG, CVO, QC, JP, 
LL.D, acting in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of Section 49 of 
the Constitution of St. 
Christopher and Nevis, 
has issued Instruments 
of Appointment for the 
Chairman and Members 
of the Constituency 
Boundaries Commission.

Under the said provisions, 
Members vacate their 

appointments upon the 
dissolution of Parliament.

The members of the 
Constituency Boundaries 
Commission are:

1. Chairman – Mr. James 
Buchanan, Licensed 
Land Surveyor.

The Chairman is ap-
pointed by the Governor-
General, acting in 
accordance with the ad-
vice of the Prime Minister 
given after the Governor-
General has consulted the 

Leader of Opposition.

2. Members – The 
Honourable Shawn K. 
Richards MP, JP. and The 
Honourable Akilah K. 
Byron-Nisbett, MP in ac-
cordance with the advice 
of the Prime Minister.

The Right Honourable Dr. 
Denzil L. Douglas, MP., 
JP. and The Honourable 
Dr. Geoffrey I. Hanley, 
MP in accordance with 
the advice of the Leader 
of the Opposition.

Sir Tapley appoints Chairman, Constituency 

Boundaries Commission Members
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Teen  drowns  days  

before  birthday

By Monique Washington

An accident at Gallows 
Bay on Monday is likely 
the cause of death of 
Akeejai France, who was 
just days away from his 
18th birthday. As a re-
sult, Police have urged 
other teens not to go to the 
beach without a respon-
sible adult.

According to a police re-
port, investigations into 
the accident are currently 
underway to ascertain the 
circumstances surround-
ing France’s death.

 “Investigations so far 
have revealed that some-
time after 2 p.m. on 
August 31, the 17-year-
old was at Gallows Bay 
in Charlestown when he 
experienced difficulties 

at sea. Efforts by mem-
bers of the Emergency 
Medical Service (EMS) 
to resuscitate him were 
unsuccessful. The District 
Medical Doctor arrived at 
the scene and pronounced 
him dead. Personnel from 
the Forensic Services 
Unit processed the area.”

The Observer was in-
formed that an autopsy 
on the teen will take place 
tomorrow.

High command in Nevis, 
Superintendent Lydon 
David, advised children 
under the age of 18 that 
they must be accompa-
nied to the beach with a 
parent, guardian or re-
sponsible adult.

“A child cannot save a 
child. A child 15, 16, or 
even 17, should be ac-
companied by an adult. 

Children should submit 
to their parents and to 
the police authority. It is 
against the law for a per-
son under 18 to go to the 
beach unaccompanied by 
a parent or responsible 
adult,” he said

David reminded that 
children in the federation 
need to be protected, as 
they are nation builders 
and will have to contrib-
ute to the island develop-
ment when they become 
adults.

David expressed condo-
lences to the family and 
encouraged them to “put 
trust in God”.

On Monday evening, an 
outpouring of condolenc-
es and sadness went out 
to France’s parents and 

family via the Gingerland 
Secondary School (GSS) 
social media page. 

“We learned about the 
tragic passing of one 

of our immediate fifth 
form students, Akeejai 
France. It is with heart-
felt sympathy that we 
express our condolences 
to his mother, father and 

entire family. May you 
find comfort and strength 
to face the days ahead.” 
France was scheduled to 
graduate from GSS this 
year.

17 year old France
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St. Kitts and Nevis hotels preparing to 

 reopen, welcome back guests
BASSETERRE, St. Kitts — The full reopening of 
the hotel sector in St. Kitts and Nevis is expected to 
come within the next few weeks. Prime Minister Dr 
the Honourable Timothy Harris is urging hotels to be 
diligent in their preparations to limit any spread of 
COVID-19.

Hoteliers and other stakeholders in the tourism indus-
try are currently participating in training organized by 
the Ministry of Tourism. The mandatory sessions are 
designed to sensitize stakeholders on the minimum 

health and safety COVID-19 protocols.

Additionally, regulation 18 of the COVID-19 
Emergency Powers outlines the conditions where a 
hotel may apply for approval to return to operations 
during a second phase reopening. Schedule III Part I 
of regulation 18, gives a comprehensive breakdown 
of the protocol for the hotel industry.

“All hotel employees should be familiar with the 
new rules,” said Prime Minister Harris. “I urge hotel 

operators to begin the preparations for an October 
opening, making the necessary physical and other 
adjustments in advance, and to test their systems and 
their ability to respond appropriately.”

The guidelines are published in the Statutory Rules 
and Orders No. 39 of 2020. A copy of the SR&O can 
be accessed online via the resource centre at www.
covid19.gov.kn.
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After emphasising that 
he had recognised the 
genuine sense of grati-
tude expressed by call-
ers to Tuesday night’s 
Leadership Matters pro-
gramme, for the compre-
hensive stimulus package 
and their seeking exten-
sion of some compo-
nents, Prime Minister Dr 
the Hon Timothy Harris, 
says he has sought ways 
of responding effectively 
without being fiscally 
reckless. 

And the response will 
undoubtedly find favour 
with those who are feel-
ing the effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
financially.

“I am pleased to advise 
that those persons who 
are not yet back out 
to work, according to 
Social Security records, 
will receive a further as-
sistance in September to 
help them meet some of 
their expenses at this dif-
ficult time. 

“I urge those lucky 
enough to benefit, to 
spend wisely, not on friv-
olous consumerism, but 
on essentials for life and 
living. There is a need for 
all of us who are victims 
of COVID-19 to be care-
ful how we spend every 
cent.  If there was ever a 
time to be prudent in our 

spending it is now in this 
time of COVID-19,” Dr 
Harris stated. 

“We expect close to 
3,000 unemployed con-
tributors will benefit 
from this stimulus. I do 
care about the poor in 
our midst, our elderly 
who are in the twilight 
of their years suffering 
hardships through no 
fault of their own, but 
because of COVID-19 
which has turned the 
world economy upside 
down. We thank God for 
spared lives, and we will 
live in certain knowledge 
that COVID-19 will 
eventually pass.”

Social Security 

to pay  

unemployed  

contributors
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