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Government looking into reducing 
the price of gas at the pumps

By Monique Washington 

The gas price in the 
Federation, which is now 
at $18.01 per gallon, may 
soon be reduced, accord-
ing to Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley.

Brantley noted that 
the Federal cabinet is 

currently in discussions as 
it relates to a price reduc-
tion at the pumps.

Early last month, Prime 
Minister of Barbados 
Mia Mottley read the 
Budgetary Proposals 
and Financial Statement, 
which speaks to the 
Capping of the Value 
Added Tax (VAT) on 

gasoline and diesel, in an 
effort to shield consum-
ers from the full increase 
of refined petroleum 
products. 

“The gas prices have 
gone up largely due to 
the regrettable situation 
where Russia has invaded 
Ukraine and has sent the 
world into turmoil as we 

are trying to recover from 
COVID-19,” Brantley 
said.

 “We have been consider-
ing various measures. In 
the makeup of the price of 
gasoline per gallon, there 
is a dealer margin, I think 
it is fixed at 70 cents per 
gallon, and then there is a 
federal government levy 

which is $2.25 per gallon 
sold,” he said.

He said that during dis-
cussions, the cabinet 
recommended that the 
Government should “do 
something” about that 
$2.25, and “hopefully by 
doing something, it can 
bring some relief”.

 “What exactly is that 
something going to be, 
we are still working on 
it. That is where we are 
looking right here. The 
government can reduce or 
forego or whatever deci-
sion,” he said.

Brantley also pointed out 
that if gas prices continue 
to increase, the Nevis 
Island Administration 
and the Nevis Electricity 
Company (NEVLEC) 
will have to look at 

increased electricity 
prices with the increased 
fuel surcharges which are 
passed on to customers.

“We ask our people to 
conserve as much as they 
can.”

Brantley said that at 
NEVLEC, an averaging 
system has been used in 
determining the fuel sur-
charge, which is passed 
on to its customers.

“We have been using an 
average instead of every 
time we get a shipment we 
pass on the cost. We do a 
six-month average. We 
have been trying to buffer 
the impact. But with the 
increased gas prices, oil 
prices generally lead to 
increased electricity and 
transportation costs,” he 
pointed out.

Government is looking to provide some relief at the gas 
pumps
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Nevis Bus Association 
announces April 4 price 
increases -Premier says 

no approval was given
By Monique Washington 

According to the Nevis 
Bus Association, prices 
will be increased from 
next Monday (April 4) 
on all routes, but the 
Premier says no ap-
proval has been given 
for such increases. 

On Wednesday (March 
30), the Bus Association 
released a notice advis-
ing travellers of the price 
increases. It stated that a 
price increase will take 
eff ect for shortstops, 
increased from $2.50 
to $3.00; an increase 
of $1.00 to other des-
tinations; and off -road 

routes will have an ad-
ditional $2.00 added. 
Children under 12 will 
pay half price. 

The Observer contacted 
the President of the 
Nevis Bus Association, 
Davron Maynard, who 
explained that the in-
crease was long over-
due, and the increase in 
the gas prices was just 
one factor. 

 “The reasons for the 
increases were that we 
haven’t had a raise in 
price for about 10 years; 
the cost for parts for our 
buses have increased, 
so things like tyres, me-
chanical work has gone 

up, the price of gas and 
insurance has gone up 
as well,” he said.  

Maynard said that since 
the announcement ear-
lier in the day, a lot of 
people are “understand-
ing the price increase”.  

“The price increase is 
not signifi cant. It is only 
a dollar. People are not 
surprised, and I think 
a lot of people were 
expecting the increase 
to come, because boat 
prices have already 
increased as well,” he 
pointed out. 

During his Monthly 
Press Conference on 

Thursday, Premier Hon. 
Mark Brantley said 
that he “saw something 
that the bus drivers in 
Nevis will increase 
their fares…As the 
Government we have 
not authorized or agreed 
to any fare increase”. 

 “The bus drivers would 
have written to us 
through the bus associa-
tion asking for permis-
sion to increase their 
fares, and we responded 
and asked them to hold, 
and we will be looking 
at the matter. We have 
not approved any bus 
increase in Nevis,” he 
said 

Meanwhile, Maynard 
also revealed a new 
parking system for the 
bus park for St. James 
and St. Thomas bus 
routes.  

“We will be introducing 
a bus line-up system. By 
Slack, the Liquor store 
has become a hotspot 
for the bus men, because 
a lot of passengers tend 
to stand in that area. It 
has also caused some 
confusion. So what we 
will be doing with this 
new system is to have 
the buses line up, with 
the fi rst bus facing the 
Simeon Daniel Bust. 
Only the fi rst bus can 
leave with passengers 
then next in line comes 
down,” he informed 

He noted that the bus 
in the fi rst slot can only 
wait for 20 minutes 
before it has to depart. 
If the bus is not full or 
not ready yet, the driver 
can rejoin the line at the 
back. 

He said that the fi rst 
bus stop leaving 
Charlestown (by the 
iron shed ) will also be 

removed. 

“So, the fi rst bus stop 
leaving town will now 
be across from the 
Octagon. The St Thomas 
buses will now gather 
by the Sports Museum. 
Everything will now be 
more organized.” 

Maynard also disclosed 
that they have spoken 
to the “relevant authori-
ties” about stopping 
private vehicles from 

entering the bus stop. 

“This is for safety pur-
poses. When passengers 
disembark the buses 
they are coming off  onto 
a street. We cannot let 
private vehicles come 
into that area. It is not 
safe, and we want to 
keep everyone safe. 

Maynard said the price 
increase as well as the 
new parking system will 
take eff ect on April 4. 

President of the Nevis Bus Association, Davron May-
nard
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FIGHTING WORDS
We listened with great dismay to the Hon. Spencer Brand on the Let’s Talk 
radio call-in show on VON radio on Tuesday, March 29, as he matter-of-factly 
concluded that “we have long passed quiet diplomacy” as it relates to Nevis 
receiving its fair share. 

Politicians have to be very careful with the messages that they send. And that 
is putting it lightly. We all know the power of words.

Will all listeners to the show take Mr. Brand’s words the same?

Former Nevis Premier, His Excellency Vance W. Amory, along with the wom-
an who could become Premier if the NRP were to win at Nevis’ local elections, 
Dr. Janice Daniel-Hodge, have called for calm and for negotiations to be un-
dertaken without rancor.

Ambassador Amory said last week that a lot has been accomplished by cordial-
ly discussing the needs that Nevis have, and that Prime Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris has always been forthcoming.

“We have charted a path of excellent goodwill between St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and while there might always be room for improvement, this can be better 
done around the table and not on the microphone. Quiet diplomacy for me is 
always better than noise. We have come a long way, let us continue on this 
path.” 

Ambassador Amory’s call for quiet diplomacy and not using the microphone to 
seek improvement has obviously not resonated with or impressed Mr. Brand. 
His (Brand’s) closing remarks on the programme can be considered fighting 
words.

Dr. Daniel-Hodge has called for collaboration and negotiation, and the avoid-
ance of division and frustration. Mr. Brand seems to be leaning toward the 
latter.

It is apt to note that the comment Mr. Brand made on the radio programme 
has been heard by many, thus its exact impact is immeasurable. However, one 
cannot help but surmise that in a politically charged environment such as that 
which exists in St. Kitts and Nevis, utterances of that nature are unlikely to 
result in positive outcomes. 

SKN misses out 
on CPL finals

By  Loshaun Dixon

The Hero Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) 
has announced that the 
finals for the next three 
years will be hosted by 
Guyana, starting this 
year.

The 2022 tournament 
will be hosted across 
four countries - St 
Lucia, Guyana, Trinidad 
and Tobago and St Kitts 
and Nevis.

After hosting the entire 
tournament in 2021, 
St Kitts and Nevis will 
host six group stage 
matches in 2022.

It will be the first time 
the Hero CPL final will 
be held in Guyana, and 
this long-term stag-
ing agreement will see 
the culmination of the 
tournament also taking 
place in Guyana in 2023 
and 2024. 

This season, Guyana 
will host seven group 
games, three knockout 

matches and the Hero 
CPL final which will 
take place on Friday 
30 September at The 
Guyana National 
Stadium in Providence. 

The Hero CPL final 
will be the climax of 
festivities surround-
ing these games taking 
place in Guyana. The 
Government of Guyana 
in collaboration with the 
local private sector will 
also stage two weeks of 
events which will form 
a Cricket Carnival. This 
Carnival will celebrate 
the best that Guyana has 
to offer, showcasing the 
music, food and culture 
of the country.   

CPL CEO Pete Russell 
said that the League 
is blessed with amaz-
ing fans across the 
Caribbean.

“This is very clear when-
ever we visit Guyana, 
where the atmosphere 
at Providence is elec-
tric. The idea of having 
the Hero CPL final in 
front of this wonderful 

crowd of passionate and 
knowledgeable cricket 
fans is a mouthwatering 
prospect. We are very 
grateful to have such 
a positive relationship 
with the government 
and cricket authori-
ties in Guyana, and we 
thank them for helping 
us come to this hugely 
exciting agreement.” 

He added that one of 
the founding pillars is to 
sell the brilliance of the 
region to the world. 

“We have always strived 
to provide a platform 
for tourism.”

Russell said for the sec-
ond successive season, 
in 2021, the CPL was 
watched by 500 million 
fans around the world. 
He said last year the 
CPL became the sec-
ond most-watched T20 
league in the world.

The CPL head added 
that support from part-
ners was critical over 
the past 10 years.

CPL’s CEO Pete Russell
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Hobson: Music Festival is open to all

By Loshaun Dixon 

All patrons, regard-
less of vaccination 
status, are welcome to 
attend the St Kitts Music 
Festival later this year, 
Chairman of the Music 
Festival Committee 
Damian Hobson has 
confirmed.

Hobson said they are 
eager to welcome fans 
from across the world, 
and from here in St 
Kitts and Nevis, back to 
the festival after a two-
year hiatus. He then an-
nounced the three-night 
event will be open to all 
patrons, given the cur-
rent COVID-19 situa-
tion in the Federation.

“We are pleased to 
also announce that the 
festival is open to all 
fans; that there are no 
restrictions based on 
your vaccination status. 
However, as of now, 
visitors entering the 
country are still required 
to be fully vaccinated.”

He also noted that on-
line ticket sales begin 
immediately and ticket 
prices remain the same

“The St Kitts Music 
Festival undoubtedly 
is the greatest enter-
tainment event in the 
Caribbean. I will in-
vite fans from across 
the Caribbean, USA, 
Canada, Europe and 
every other part of the 

world to visit St Kitts 
in June this year, and 
sample a musical taste 
that will last forever.”

“This year we prom-
ise you three energetic 
nights of world-class 
entertainment that will 
leave you with an unfor-
gettable experience.”

Hobson added that fringe 
events will be featured 
from as early as May, 
noting that the commit-
tee has worked tirelessly 
to form a lineup that is 
consistent with the high 
standards that have been 
exhibited since 1996.

“I am therefore very 
confident the roster of 
artistes we will unveil 
will not only excite you, 
but also brighten your 
spirits after two long 
years of entertainment 
drought.”

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant said in 
2018 and 2019 the festi-
val was delivering what 
it sought to deliver. 

“A period of intensi-
fied, focused, enhanced 
economic activity to 
positively impact the 
livelihoods and spend-
ing power of our citi-
zens.” He said it was 
the hope that the festival 
could continue that trend 
this year.

“As we revitalise and 
re-energise the tourism 
sector, the 2022 edition 

of the St Kitts Music 
Festival has similar po-
tential to boost employ-
ment, visitor numbers, 
and to be a catalyst for 
increased levels of eco-
nomic activity, revenue 
generations and circu-
lation over the short to 
medium term, while we 
continue the path to re-
covery in tourism and 
other sectors.”

Grant made an appeal 
to all stakeholders that 
the time to rebuild mo-
mentum is now, “so we 
can repeat the successes 
of 2018 and 2019, and 
again make the festival 
an event to remember 
both for its entertain-
ment value and the eco-
nomic returns we know 
it can deliver”.

He urged the stakehold-
ers to begin now to mar-
ket special packages, 
daytime tours, hotels, 
and other activities and 
services for potential 
visitors.

“We have been waiting 
for over two long years 
for the return of the St 
Kitts Music Festival. 
Let us do all that we can 
to preserve the strides 
we have made to date, 
and to ensure that we 
make the St Kitts Music 
Festival 2022, a big, 
memorable and phe-
nomenal success.”

The St. Kitts Music 
Festival was re-launched 
last week Friday night, 

March 25, amid a

spectacle of fireworks, 
live entertainment, and 
special ticket giveaways.

The festival over the past 
two decades has gained 
an enviable reputation 
for its high-quality per-
formers in R&B, Jazz, 

Hip Hop, Soca, Reggae, 
Dancehall, and other

modern genres.

This year, the organiz-
ers have managed to 
again attract some of 
the finest performers, 
including Sean Paul, 
Keyshia Cole, Maxi 

Priest, Wale, Ashanti, 
Beres Hammond, Jada 
Kingdom, Destra, Bunji 
Garlin, and Fay-Ann 
Lyons, Byron Messia, 
Dejour, Hi-Light, 
Rotimi,

Christopher Martin, 
Popcaan, Anthony B 
and others.

Minister of Tourism Lindsay GrantChairman of the Music Festival Committee, Damian Hobson
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WHAT WILL YOU DO TODAY? 

 
Change * Motivate * Succeed 

 
If you are ready for a career change that will inspire, motivate and provide 

you an opportunity for success, then  
Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine is looking for YOU. 

 
Career Opportunities Online at 

https://careers.adtalem.com/us/en/ross-university-school-of-veterinary-medicine 
 

GREAT BENEFITS 
 Competitive Salary 
 Paid Educational Tuition 
 Life, Health and Dental Insurance 

 
Island Coordinator   

 
 

This is a tem po rary po sitio n  
  
The Administrative/ Onboarding Coordinator will provide a high level of administrative support to 
the Head of departments, Dean’s office and Human Resources in organiz ing and maintaining 
details related to the recruitment and onboarding of new colleagues and visiting professionals, 
i. e. , locums.  I ndependently manage organiz ing international travel, onboarding logistics as well 
as processing finances, ordering supplies and producing reports and entering confidential data 
as needed.  I n support of the hiring process for the departments, this position will act as the 
primary liaison with candidates, new colleague and locums.  
 
The Administrative/ Onboarding Coordinator will have regular ex posure to confidential material 
and req uires a great deal of professionalism, discretion and integrity in dealing with internal and 
ex ternal contacts.  I n addition, this position req uires a high level of interpersonal skills and 
confidence when interacting with staff at all levels and ex ternal vendors.  The successful 
candidate must be able to produce a high level of attention to detail and be approachable yet 
discrete.  

 
We are proud to be an EEO employer M/F/D/V. At Adtalem, we welcome everyone and have a 
strong commitment towards diversity and inclusion. We encourage our Colleagues to be their 
true authentic selves and support laws that prohibit discrimination everywhere we do business. 
We also maintain a drug-free workplace. 
  
As an organization dedicated to educating the healthcare leaders of tomorrow and 
empowering members to make inspiring contributions to our global community, we know that 
it is our responsibility to lead by example and continue minimizing the risks of spreading 
COVID-19.   Employment at Adtalem and/or its subsidiaries requires compliance with the 
organization’s Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccination Policy, to the extent permitted by the laws 
of your country, province/state, and/or local area.  All employees in areas of the world that 
permit mandatory COVID-19 vaccination are required to be fully vaccinated within 60 days of 
their date of hire unless they receive an exemption from Adtalem’s HR Coaching Resource 
Center because of issues such as access or an approved medical or religious accommodation 
 

 
Join the Ross University Team Today! 

Apply online at https://careers.adtalem.com/us/en/ross-university-school-of-
veterinary-medicine 
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Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
M &K Construction Woodwork

Needs: Mason & Joiner
Contact: 668-1458

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com
Land for Sale

Brown Hill, Nevis
6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00

Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
House on 1+ acre

Golden Rock Estate
$900,000 USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

"DPPLS - Job Vacancy - Pool Tech"

Pool Technician duties include mixing 
chemicals, testing water and maintaining 
the appropriate balance of chlorine and 
PH in the water, cleaning and scrubbing 
pools, other duties are to install, service 

and repair water fi lters and pumps.

Contact: Den @ 667-6203 
or Shelly @ 760-6244

Looking for a live in maid ,who can cook Indian 
and continental cuisine . Other duties will be 
cleaning,laundry,ironing. 
Contact - yasminyajmom@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
11,377 SQUARE FEET WITH 

DWELLING HOUSE
KADES CRESCENT/KADES 

BAY ESTATE, NEVIS 
$275,000.00 USD

CONTACT: 869-469-6757

General Recycling God's Hand
Need Labourer

665-0119

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28
Elite Sports Bar & Grill

Seeking a Bartender/Waiter or Waitress 
Contact: 763-7019
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Dr Harris warns of the price of disunity

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister of St 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris is warn-
ing that the people will 
have the final say, and 
there could be a price 
to be paid if members 
of his coalition aim to 
destroy the unity the 
people twice voted for.

Speaking at the People 
Labour Party (PLP)’s 
convention, Dr Harris 
said his party was born 
in the era when the 
country wanted and 
needed unity.

“That is what we con-
sider at the fulcrum 
and at the heart of our 
mobilisation. Unifying 
people, bringing people 
together, because we 
are one people.”

He said some people 
have no respect for oth-
ers, noting that “some 
only want to see you 
at election time”, but 
for the PLP it is the 

daily interaction with 
the people.

“We must continue 
to set aside political 
differences to deliver 
for the people of this 
country. 

For us, unlike for some 
people, unity is impera-
tive for our country. 
Unity is not a choice, it 
is what we have to do

He asserted that the 
people will not go back 
to a time of tribalism.

“If you are under unity 
and believe in unity, 
you shouldn’t feel in-
secure because one of 
your partners is out 
there working bringing 
people together, fill-
ing in the gap and the 
void, because whoever 
emerges as the unity 
candidate will benefit 
from the overwhelming 
support of the PLP

Dr Harris said his party 
has accepted there will 
be differences, and will 

tolerate that in the con-
text of learning to live 
with one another. 

“Unity has been one of 
the best instruments for 
marshalling the talents, 
dreams and aspirations 
of our people. My ad-
vice is: we must never 
let selfish, personal am-
bitions fully consume 
our personality that 
we intentionally or in-
advertently divide our 
people.”

He added that unity 
must be the central or-
ganising philosophy 
in “our small country” 
and warned destroyers 
of unity will feel the 
wrath of the people.

“We will not go back to 
the period and dispen-
sation which we have 
rejected. History is re-
plete with lessons, and 
if we do not learn from 
it, we will make a mess 
of the present.

“My message to those 
who wish to destroy the 

unity of our people is 
that our people will not 
go back to the tribal-
ism of the past, and we 
the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis, at home 
and abroad, will ensure 
that our unity remains. 
In modern times, all 
are one. Different co-
lours, one people, one 
country.”

The prime minister told 
party supporters that 
the PLP has no ambi-
tion to contest the elec-
tion alone. 

“PLP is saying that we 
will work with all inter-
ested parties interested 
in unity to ensure that 
together as one people 
we can take St Kitts 
and Nevis forward and 
make it our Garden of 
Eden.” Dr Harris urged 
all to recommit to the 
task at hand, and that 
failure to do so “will 
incur the wrath of the 
people of St Kitts and 
Nevis”.

“If they mash up our 

unity, you will punish 
them, for it is a vote for 
unity you gave in 2015 
and gave again in 2020, 
and I will stand with 
you and for you on the 
journey to consolidate 
the people’s unity.

“There have been is-
sues that have been 
raised, and yes, these 
are issues as a cabinet 
and as a country, that 
have to be addressed 
maturely and respect-
fully. The issues that 
have been raised are 
not beyond resolution, 
but they have to be re-
solved properly.”

“We are unconcerned 
about petty political 
games. We are differ-
ent, we welcome all, 
whether you are poor 
or rich, black or white, 
we welcome you. We 
are concerned with the 
future of our country, 
the development of 
our country as the very 
best.” 

Deputy Prime 

Minister and Leader 
of the People’s Action 
Movement, Shawn 
Richards, this week 
took a somewhat differ-
ent tone from his par-
ty’s convention, while 
disclosing that a letter 
was sent to the PM’s 
office on Monday re-
questing a meeting, but 
that he is yet to receive 
a response.

“We intend to have a 
frank discussion with 
the Prime Minister as 
to what the issues are, 
and try our best to see 
if those issues can be 
resolved. 

If at the end of the day 
those issues cannot be 
resolved, we have to 
look at the other op-
tions which are avail-
able to us. 

“If none of this happens, 
it means we would have 
to take drastic and seri-
ous actions to indicate 
the status quo cannot 
continue.”

Dr Harris has warned of the price of disunity
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Nevis’ Special Olympian 
completes Cross 

Channel Swim
By Monique Washington 

Robert Liddie of Cotton 
Ground is the first Special 

Olympian to complete 
the 2-mile-long Cross 
Channel Swim, an ac-
complishment most 
Nevisians have never 

attempted.

Liddie participated for 
the first time in the 20th 
anniversary of the Cross 

Channel Swim last 
Sunday.

The swim was started as a 
way of remembering and 

acknowledging the sup-
port Bente Weber - who 
lost her life to cancer - 
gave to the swimming 
club in Nevis.

This year’s event was won 
by Christian Vanderkaa 
who completed the dis-
tance in just 58 minutes.

Speaking with The 
Observer, Liddie said that 
he felt great that he started 
and completed the race on 
his first attempt. He also 
stated that to him, it was 
not that hard.

“Nope, it was not hard. I 
am using it because I am 
doing a lot of training 
and I trained for Cross 
Channel as it was getting 
close to the day of the 
race,” he said.

The Observer also spoke 
with Special Olympics 
Committee member Terri 
Andrews, who noted that 
Liddie is “focused, de-
termined and tries hard”. 
“He is an amazing ath-
lete and he works hard at 
it. He did the Peninsula 
swim which is over 3 km. 
The Cross Channel Swim 
is over 4 km and is a more 
challenging swim. He is 
the first Special Olympian 
to complete the Cross 
Channel Swim. He is just 
phenomenal,” she said. 

Andrews said that Liddie 
attended the 2019 Special 
Olympics in Abu Dhabi 
as a triathlete, and he will 
be participating in the 
2022 Special Olympics 
in June in Orlando, USA, 
as a triathlete and an open 
water swimmer. “He is an 

inspiration to people on 
Nevis, not just the special 
needs but to everyone. He 
proves that you can do 
anything,” she said.

The Observer also spoke 
to the organizer for the 
Cross Channel Swim, 
Winston Crooke, who 
said that Liddie was one 
of 138 swimmers. He 
reflected that the swim is 
not an easy one, and noted 
it is very challenging and 
difficult.

Crooke said that the event 
is a form of sports tour-
ism, and for the past 20 
years has brought signifi-
cant economic activity to 
the island of Nevis.

“75 per cent of the swim-
mers are people coming 
in from all over the world. 
This competition is listed 
in the top 10 open water 
swim competitions in the 
world. 256 participated in 
2019; 280 registered for 
2020, and this year with 
very little advertising, 139 
participated. 

“People came to partici-
pate just by the name of the 
event. We had 13 swim-
mers from Italy. Persons 
stayed at the Four Seasons, 
Oualie was booked, all the 
hotels had swimmers, the 
Park Hyatt had swimmers 
staying there. Some stayed 
for the weekend, others 
stayed for 10 days.” 

Crooke said that the antici-
pation for the 2023 Cross 
Channel Swim is building, 
as people have already be-
gun showing interest. 

Robert Liddie (left) with another swimmer
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‘One&Only’ 
plans to 

break ground 
before end 

of 2022
By Loshaun Dixon

After years of delays, 
construction of the 
‘One&Only’ Resort ear-
marked for Indian Castle, 
Nevis, is being targeted 
before the end of this year. 
The project is expected to 
take two and three quarter 
years to complete.

‘We have for the planning 
department here in Nevis 
concept consideration, 
which is a new tool for 
outlining planning per-
mission. We are now look-
ing at breaking ground 
towards the end of the 
year,” said Simon Lowe, 
the developer of the resort 
that will be managed by 
the One&Only group.

Speaking with media 
personnel recently, Lowe 
said he was approached to 
build on the site in 2008 
but the fi nancial crisis hit 
shortly after. 

And in 2010 just as things 
started to get better for the 
Four Seasons Resort, with 
which he has connections, 
went into foreclosure for 
six years

“Up until then we couldn’t 
do it. We wanted to do it, 
but we couldn’t do it.” He 
indicated that in 2019, 
a contract was signed 
with One&Only to build 
the hotel, but due to the 
pandemic hit everything 
closed down.

“I was negotiating with 
(Premier) Mark Brantley 
who wanted to renegoti-
ate the contract we signed 
with Mr Parry and eventu-
ally Mr Amory. We spent 
most of 2020 in the rene-
gotiation, and on January 
6, 2021, we signed the 
agreement. At that time 

we agreed we would start 
to build by January of this 
year.

He said they would have 
had to renegotiate the 
fi nancing of the project 
again, because as a result 
of COVID, the banks 
were nervous with no 
travelling and hospitality, 
and placed new condi-
tions which he was not 
very happy with.

“So I said no, I am not 
going to proceed with 
you guys. Then this past 
summer we approached 
our fi nancial contacts in 
London and approached 
some new people, and 
now have an off er, a very 
good off er on the fi nanc-
es. We are looking to push 
ahead now.”

Lowe said the banks will 
have to do their due dili-
gence which takes about 
12 to 15 weeks, and then 
they have to get their ar-
chitects to fi nish all the 
plans.

He then explained the im-
portance of the project for 
Nevis.

“Firstly, we are going to 
create between 200 and 
300 jobs in terms of con-
struction, to begin with. 
There are some specialty 
trades that we have to 
bring in from abroad. That 
will create a huge amount 
of employment. Then 
when the hotel is built and 
opened towards the end 
of 2025, we are going to 
have base employment of 
200 to 250, to begin with, 
and will grow as more vil-
las get built.”

He said the project will be 
the fi rst at Indian Castle, 
and the only major project 

on that side of the island.

Addressing wind issues, 
Lowe added that they 
have managed to con-
struct in such a way that 
the wind becomes an 
advantage. 

“Plus the fact over the 
years it has gotten hotter, 
but it is cooler over there. 
This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to get this thing up 
and running.”

He added that the govern-
ment is a 25% partner and 
will have two directors 
appointed to the board in 
Colin Dore and Wakely 
Daniel.

“They are going to work 
closely with getting this 
up and running.”

The whole project is set 
to cost US$75M, without 
the villas

“The way the villas work 
is we don’t build villas 
unless we sold them. 
So they are self-fi nanc-
ing. There are going to 
be 40 villas...they are 
very high end,” Lowe 
explained.

Developer Simon Lowe says they are looking at breaking ground towards the end of the year



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 1st, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 14

Brantley says “send the money”; 
Harris wants long term solution

By Monique Washington 

“I am done with private 
discussions and nego-
tiations and the talks. No! 
Send the money. Give us 
our share.”

This blunt assertion was 
made by Premier of Nevis 
Hon. Mark Brantley dur-
ing his Monthly Press 
Conference on Thursday, 
when he once again called 
on the Prime Minister 
and Federal  Minister 

of Finance, Dr Timothy 
Harris, to give Nevis its 
“fair share” of Citizenship 
By Investment (CBI) 
revenue from “the shared 
passport of St. Kitts and 
Nevis”.

Dr Harris had reiterated 
last Sunday that while he 
agrees with giving Nevis 
a greater share in prin-
ciple, there ought to be a 
fair percentage of agree-
ment that will be more 
benefi cial in the long term. 
“Under the Team Unity 

Administration, Nevis 
has received the best treat-
ment in its history. I, as the 
leader of the team, have 
gone where no other lead-
er has, and Nevis is better 
for my leadership of the 
Federation at this time.”

He said they are making 
sure all they do falls square-
ly in order with clause 110 
of the Constitution. “If it is 
that clause 110 is no lon-
ger workable, say so and 
let us change it, but once 
it is there it provides the 

yardstick and framework, 
and everything we do 
must accord with that.”

Dr Harris said that he was 
trying to be fair to the 
people of Nevis. He added 
that they pay for a range of 
programmes on Nevis. “It 
is therefore not true to pur-
sue the view that Dr Harris 
is not treating Nevis nice. 
It is far from the truth. I am 
struggling to ensure that as 
these amounts get larger 
and larger they could be 
properly justifi ed in the 

context of the supreme 
law of the land. Help me 
to resolve it.”

Dr Harris said he had writ-
ten to the World Bank who 
said let independent and 
objective people come in 
and help to sort it out.

At his Press Conference, 
Brantley revealed fi gures 
that he claimed were ac-
curate, of the revenue col-
lected via the CBI in the 
past 15 years. “I would 
not come if I didn’t feel 

the fi gures are verifi ed. We 
had a team working on it 
and I believe the numbers 
might be higher. We were 
not being told what the 
fi gures of the CBI were, 
so I said, let me put a team 
together and try to fi nd 
out. The team looked at 
diff erent reports, looked at 
diff erent budgets, trying to 
put information together,” 
he informed.

Brantley outlined the 

Cont'd on Page 15
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figures he received from his team, includ-
ing the amounts Nevis received from CBI 
revenue. They were listed as follows:

In 2007 $19.2 million was collected, 
Nevis received $0; 2008 - $48.5 million 
collected, Nevis received $0; 2009 - $67. 
1 million collected, Nevis received $0;  
2010 - $195.8 million collected, Nevis 
received $0; 2011 - $321.7 million col-
lected, Nevis received a $3 million loan; 
2012 - $475.5 million collected, Nevis 
received $12 million ($10 million of 
which was loaned); 2013 - $607.6 mil-
lion collected, Nevis received $4.7 mil-
lion; 2014 - $617.7 million collected; 
2015 - $503.3 million collected, Nevis 
received $20 million; 2016 - $300.1 
million collected, Nevis received $64.3 
million, 2017 - $269.4 million collected, 

Nevis  received $68.5 million; 2018 - 
$417.7 million collected, Nevis received 
$52.2 million;  2019 - $442.6 million 
collected, Nevis received $37.8 million, 
2020 - $270. 8 million collected, Nevis 
received $51 million; 2021 - $588 million 
collected, Nevis received $54 million.

“The most money Nevis has gotten pri-
or to Team Unity was in 2012 when of 
$475.5 million, Nevis got $12 million 
which included a $10 million loan - $ 6 
million at 5% and another loan of $4 mil-
lion at 6%.”

Brantley pointed out that from 2007 to 
2021, the CBI receipts totalled $5.1 bil-
lion of which Nevis received $371 mil-
lion (7.2 percent). He said that since the 
Team Unity was elected in 2015, the CBI 

collected $2.79 billion of which Nevis re-
ceived $321 million (12 percent).

“Are things better for Nevis under Team 
Unity, absolutely, because we have 
moved from nothing to something? But 
we have not gotten what was committed. 
We have not got what was promised,” he 
said.

“Nevis has 25% of the country, we re-
ceived 7.2 percent of CBI receipts,” he 
said.

Brantley said that he has requested that 
Nevis be paid its fair share of proceeds 
through many private mediums, but he 
has now stopped.

When questioned as to why he waited so 

long to publicly request the “Fair Share”, 
he said he expected better.

“There are many, including myself, who 
gave our all to Team Unity. That we 
fought valiantly for Team Unity. That we 
put together, in my view, the best political 
idea that this country has had in its mod-
ern history.  When you believe in it, you 
want it to work; you fight for it to work. 
It might have taken seven years, but I be-
lieve that the platitudes and the approach 
that has been taken, the lack of genuine 
effort to solve some of this easily solved 
problems, that time has come, ”he said.

As it relates to “what next?” Brantley said 
that there are options that include political 
and legal, but he is hoping that Nevis gets 
its “fair share” soon.

Brantley says “send the money”... CONT'D
Cont'd from Page 14
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