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A VOICE OF 
REASON HAS 

DEPARTED 
WHEN MOST 

NEEDED
The return to the Federation of Former Premier Vance Amory’s remains on 
Wednesday was not only a deeply moving and solemn occasion, but one that 
elicited serious reflection and introspection, particularly among the nation’s 
leaders who gathered at the airport for the military reception.

They were all aware that within the casket was a statesman extraordinaire, and 
more pertinently, a voice of reason.

That voice of reason has departed at a time when the Federation needs it most. 
The core of the Unity administration is being shaken like never before. It is no 
longer a secret that the senior functionaries are not seeing eye to eye. In fact, 
a disdainful ultimatum has been issued to the team’s leader by his immediate 
deputies, and that cannot just be given a cursory glance.

The demands in the proposition are calling for the leader to relinquish his 
portfolios in short order. It is jarring.

The coalition partners are demanding that the Prime Minister hand over the 
Ministries of Finance and Sustainable Development, and step down as Prime 
Minister within a year.

It was a cruel coincidence – or maybe intentional - that Wednesday April 20th 
(the day that Mr. Amory’s body arrived) was given as the deadline for a re-
sponse to those serious demands.

Escalating the Unity war on that day, and knowing that a period of official 
mourning was inevitable, is an ominous portent that civility may not be 
among the elements prevailing in any discussions. It can best be described as 
unconscionable.

The shocking ambush and public scolding of the Prime Minister - an invited 
guest at the People’s Action Movement’s Convention in Mid-March – has pro-
vided enough evidence that satisfactory compromise is unlikely.

Political observers think that the Prime Minister will await a no-confidence 
motion, and it is anticipated that he will ask Governor-General Sir Tapley 
Seaton to dissolve parliament, paving the way for a fresh election.

Nothing lasts forever, but the Team Unity concept that Mr. Amory and the 
respective leaders determined was the best arrangement for the Federation, has 
worked better than most of us would have imagined.

It is almost as if the successes that have been achieved, have created a sense 
of unease in the hierarchy. In short, the happier the populace becomes, the less 
likely it is that they will demand a change at the top.

Mr. Amory would have continued to preach unity and respectful conciliation. 
It would be interesting to see what will transpire in the days following his 
interment.

Verbal “ok”, but Air 
Sunshine still can’t 
overnight in Nevis

By Monique Washington

A two-year saga contin-
ues, as pilots and crew 
of Air Sunshine are 
still working to under-
stand why the National 
COVID-19 Task Force 
has not given them writ-
ten approval to resume 
flights to Nevis, but in-
stead a verbal “ok”.

Air Sunshine has ser-
vice to and from San 
Juan and Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, St. Lucia, 
Anguilla, Dominica, 
Sint Maarten, Nevis, 
St. Kitts, Tortola and 
Virgin Gorda in the 
British Virgin Islands, 
and Saint Thomas, US 
Virgin Islands.

Without the Nevis 
flight, over 30 people 
are being affected in-
cluding pilots, baggage 
men, agents and oth-
ers. All Air Sunshine’s 
pilots have been fully 
vaccinated, but even so, 
the National task force 
still required the pilots 
to get tested every time 
they returned home - a 

request the Airline said 
no to.

Less than a month prior, 
The Observer spoke 
to local commercial 

Air Sunshine pilot 
Sean Springette, who 
revealed the airline’s 
ongoing plight. On 

Sean Springette

Cont'd on Page 23
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Political 
woes while 

Nation in 
Mourning

By Loshaun Dixon

With the People’s 
Action Movement 
(PAM) and the 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) 
seeking to take the 
reins of the present 
administration, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris has called for 
the respecting of the 
period of mourning 
declared by Governor-
General Sir Tapley 
Seaton in observance 
of the passing of for-
mer Premier of Nevis 
and Ambassador His 
Excellency Vance 
Amory. 

In a national address 
Thursday, Dr. Harris 
called for reflection, 
“respectfully on the 
life on work of the 
late ambassador Vance 
Amory.”

“He has made a ster-
ling contribution to this 
federation as a whole. 
It would be good and 
decent to honour his 
memory with serenity 
and solemnity, in an 
environment void of 
agitation and divisive 
conduct.”

He said the country 
remains stable, and ev-
ery effort will be made 
to maintain peace and 
tranquility.

“You are all aware that 
certain misgivings are 
in the public domain 
with respect to the is-
sues raised with respect 
to the Team Unity part-
ners. I have taken steps 
to answer the several 
issues raised by my 
partners in the coali-
tion. I have responded 
to those issues in writ-
ing.” He implored all 
to show restraint until 

the period is over.

“I intend to respect 
the period of mourn-
ing. I call on all politi-
cal actors and parties 
to exercise restraint 
and demonstrate good 
judgment and respect 
during this period.”

The prime minister’s 
statement came the 
same day that Premier 
of Nevis and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, 
Mark Brantley, an-
nounced some coali-
tion partners in the 
government had writ-
ten to the Governor-
General to indicate 
that the Prime Minister 
“does not command 
the support of the 
majority of elected 
members”.

Brantley in a public 
address said the efforts 
to save Team Unity as 
constructed was “an 
exercise in futility”.

Brantley, who with 
Shawn Richards, 
gave the Prime 
Minister a deadline 
of Wednesday, April 
20th to resolve issues 
they would have put 
forward, said they re-
ceived an 18-page re-
sponse at 1:51 am on 
Thursday.

Brantley said they be-
lieved there has been 
“no effort to compro-
mise” to save Team 
Unity.

“The letter was hand-
delivered and a re-
sponse would have 
come at 1:51 am this 
morning via email 
and ran for some 18 
pages. Having looked 
at the response in the 
18 pages, there is no 

Uneasy alliance: Team Unity Leaders (from L-R) Deputy Prime Minister Shawn Richards, Prime Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris and Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley

Cont'd on Page 6



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 22nd, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 4

CWI thanks Kieron Pollard for his 
contribution to West Indies cricket

Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) today thanked 
Kieron Pollard for his 
service to the West 
Indies Men’s Team 
for the past fi fteen 
years, including as 
captain of the One Day 
International (ODI) 
and T20 International 
(T20I) teams since 

September 2019.

CWI President Ricky 
Skerritt said: “On be-
half of everyone at 
CWI I would like to 
express our thanks to 
Kieron Pollard for his 
outstanding service to 
the West Indies ODI 
and T20I teams over 

the past fi fteen (15) 
years. We respect his 
decision to retire from 
international cricket 
and are especially 
grateful for the high 
quality of leadership 
and commitment he 
invested in both West 
Indies teams since his 
appointment as our 

white-ball captain in 
September 2019. We 
wish him continued 
success in his career.”

The 34-year-old all-
rounder announced 
his retirement from in-
ternational cricket on 
Wednesday after for-
mally communicating 

his decision to CWI. 
During his career 
Pollard was one of the 
most powerful batters 
on the international 
stage and revolution-
ized the way T20 
cricket was played. 
This was recently 
demonstrated when he 
struck six sixes in an 
over against Sri Lanka 
at the Coolidge Cricket 
Ground, Antigua in 
March, 2021. His fi n-
est hour came in 2012 
when he was a mem-
ber of the West Indies 
team that won the ICC 
T20 Men’s World Cup 
when they defeated 
Sri Lanka in the Final 
at the Premadasa 
Stadium.

Pollard made his 

international debut 
for West Indies dur-
ing the 2007 ICC 
Men’s Cricket World 
Cup and played 123 
ODIs. He made 2,706 
runs with a top score 
of 119 vs India in 
Chennai in 2011. He 
also took 55 wickets. 
He made his T20I de-
but against Australia 
at Kensington Oval 
in 2008 and appeared 
in 101 matches. He 
scored 1,569 runs – in-
cluding 99 sixes, and 
also took 42 wickets. 
His top score was 75 
not out against New 
Zealand in Auckland 
in 2020; while his 
best fi gures were 4-25 
against Ireland at 
Warner Park, St Kitts 
in 2020.
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Senior Prison Offi  cials Urge The Public To 
Give Rehabilitated Ex-Inmates A Second 

Chance To Reintegrate Into Society
(SKNIS): 

The array of rehabili-
tation services avail-
able at Her Majesty’s 
Prison (H.M.P.) has 
decreased recidivism 
and made it easier for 

former inmates to re-
integrate into society. 
However, prison of-
fi cials have linked the 
long-term success of 
the programme to the 
attitudes of society.

On Wednesday’s 

(April 13) edition 
of Working for You, 
Principal Offi  cer 
Charles Molyneaux 
asked the public to 
resist the tendency 
to stereotype persons 
who have paid their 
debt to society.“When 

a person leaves prison 
they go out to hear 
‘ex-prisoner, jailbird,” 
he said, referring to 
the names that some 
people use to label re-
habilitated individuals. 
“These [rehabilitated] 
persons, who may 

have been in a gang, 
may tell themselves 
‘boy the only place I 
[am] feeling loved is 
in the gang so they are 
going to gravitate back 
to the gang.”

To avoid this, 
Principal Offi  cer 
Molyneaux said 
that the public must 

embrace the concept 
of giving a second 
chance.

“We need the society 
to be a lot more ac-
cepting and forgiving 
when a person would 
have already paid his 
or her dues to the state 
for infringing the 
law,” he expressed.
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indication the prime minister was 
minded to consider, far less to com-
promise in the matters we had put 
forward. To that end, we have acti-
vated other measures.”

He said they would have written to 
the Governor-General to inform 
him that the Prime Minister does 
not command the support of the 
majority of elected members.

“It is a matter for the Governor-
General to act. We believe based 
on legal advice that he does have 
the authority to act, and therefore 
we have invited him to do so.”

Brantley said all options were on 
the table, but he was not aware of 
any resignations by any cabinet 
members.

“For our part, we are committed to 
the service of our people.”

He said he still feels a resolution 
can be had.

“I believe even now, but I believe 
people must come in good faith.”

Brantley however did not indicate 
which parliamentarians may have 
signed off  on the letter sent to the 
Governor-General. He did dis-
close that all three CCM members 
are in support of the move.

Brantley said the Governor-
General has the power to resolve 
the issue without the need for an 
election. 

He also asserted that he was pre-
pared to stand with PAM as they 
have been “a consistent partner”, 
and that he would support Shawn 
Richards as Prime Minister, as his 
party has the largest bloc within 
the coalition.

“The Honourable Shawn Richards; 
I have had the opportunity to work 
with him. I could say without any 
contradiction that he is some-
one to his word, and has kept his 
commitment.”

According to section 52 of the con-
stitution “The Governor-General 
shall remove the Prime Minister 
from offi  ce if a resolution of no 
confi dence in the Government is 
passed by the National Assembly 
and the Prime Minister does not 
within three days either resign 
from his or her offi  ce or advise 
the Governor-General to dissolve 

Parliament. 

“If, at any time between the 
holding of a general election 
of Representatives and the fi rst 
meeting of the National Assembly 
thereafter, the Governor-General 
considers that in consequence 
of changes in the membership 
of the Assembly resulting from 
that election the Prime Minister 
will not be able to command the 
support of the majority of the 
Representatives, the Governor-
General may remove the Prime 
Minister from offi  ce.

The offi  ce of any Minister shall 
become vacant (a) if the holder of 
the offi  ce ceases to be a member 
of the National Assembly other-
wise than by reason of the dissolu-
tion of Parliament; (b) in the case 
of the Prime Minister, if, when 
the Assembly fi rst meets after any 
dissolution of Parliament, he or 
she is not then a Representative; 
(c) in the case of any other 
Minister, if, when the Assembly 
fi rst meets after any dissolution of 
Parliament, he or she is not then 
a Representative or a Senator; or 
(d) if, by virtue of section 31(4), 
he or she is required to cease to 
perform his or her functions as a 
member of the Assembly. (9) The 
offi  ce of a Minister other than the 
Prime Minister shall become va-
cant (a) if the Governor-General, 
acting in accordance with the 
advice of the Prime Minister, so 
directs; (b) if the Prime Minister 
resigns from offi  ce within three 
days after a resolution of no confi -
dence in the Government has been 
passed by the National Assembly 
or is removed from offi  ce under 
subsection (6) or (7); or (c) on the 
appointment of any person to the 
offi  ce of Prime Minister. (10) In the 
exercise of the powers conferred 
upon him or her by subsections 
(2) and (7) the Governor-General 
shall act in his or her own deliber-
ate judgment.”

Addressing the concerns as to 
whether the Governor-General can 
remove a sitting Prime Minister 
and appoint another, Brantley 
said that they are guided by legal 
advice.

“I am guided by the legal advice 
we have had. We have put the 
matter within the purview of the 
Governor-General, it is for him to 
make a decision. If it is a Motion 
of no Confi dence becomes neces-
sary, then it becomes necessary.”

Political woes while 
Nation in Mourning

Cont'd from Page 3
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Population and Housing Census 2021 
finally gets on the way in Nevis

NIA

More than 80 enumer-
ators began conduct-
ing the Population and 
Housing Census 2021 
on Nevis on April 19, 
2022, one month after 
the census with the 
“It’s Me, You, Us 2021 
#BeCounted” was 
launched in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

Mrs Dorriel Tross-
Phillip, Director 
of the Department 
of Statistics in 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
told the Department 
of Information on 
April 23, 2022 that 
the delay which was 
experienced through-
out the federation was 
unforeseen.

“Tuesday, 19th of 
April was the official 
start of our enumera-
tors in the field do-
ing the field activities 
for the census. This 
includes the ques-
tionnaires answered 
by you the general 
public and the taking 
of the GPS (Global 
Positioning System) 
[location] for each 
residence. 

“The census field ac-
tivities should have 
started on March 25th 
but due to techni-
cal difficulties with 
the questionnaire we 
started yesterday on 
the 19th,” she said. 

The Department of 
Statistics Director 
encouraged persons 
to participate and 
cooperate with the 
enumerators.

“I’m encouraging all 
persons and residents 
residing on Nevis to 
cooperate with the 
enumerators as they 
come to your house 
to ask the various 
questions on health, 
education, your entire 
household from the 

eldest to the youngest 
should be enumer-
ated.,” she said.

Mrs Tross-Phillip 
noted the number of 
enumerators has been 
increased to facilitate 
faster data collection. 

“We have had an in-
crease in the number 
of enumerators this 
time around for the 
2021/22 Census due to 
the increase in popula-
tion and the housing 
stock on Nevis. 

“Due to the increase in 
the housing stock our 
enumeration district 
where each parish is 
broken down into enu-
meration districts of 
100 houses or less and 
due to the growth, we 
have had to split these 
enumeration districts 
to more than we had 
in 2011, thus the need 
for 88 enumerators 
that are out and about 
in the five parishes on 
Nevis,” she said. 

The Statistics 
Department official 
also urged persons 
to cooperate with the 
enumerators.

“When they come 
to your house please 
be accommodating. 
Please answer all the 
questions truthfully 
and to help enumera-
tors to complete the 
questionnaires in a 
timely manner.

“The questionnaire 
should take 45 minutes 
to a hour for a house-
hold of three or less so 
we are asking that you 
be accommodating… 
So for you the general 
public we just ask you 
to be courteous to the 
enumerators as they 
come to visit your 
households,” she said. 

Mrs. Tross-Phillip 
explained that the in-
formation gathered for 
the census relating to 
all aspects of the lives 

of citizens serves as a 
useful tool for govern-
ments to make concise 
decisions on ways to 
assist not just house-
holds but communities 
as well. 

“That’s where we 
get whether we want 
new schools or new 
roads, health centres, 

community parks, 
whatever it is govern-
ment has to get the in-
formation and so you 
provide us with the 
truthful data and we in 
turn analyse the data 
and pass the results 
over to those that are 
in charge. 

Census happens every 

10 years and the cen-
sus is driven by the 
CARICOM [Caribbean 
Community]. So 
CARICOM is the one 
who sets when census 
is due; they are the one 
who do the question-
naire. So the ques-
tionnaire is basically 
generic for all mem-
bers of CARICOM, 

so the questionnaire 
that we have is similar 
to the questionnaire 
that will be done in 
Antigua, Dominica or 
any other CARICOM 
country, and so, be-
tween 2020 and 2023 
most CARICOM 
countries would have 
conducted their cen-
suses,” she said.
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SKN’s CARIFTA team returns 
with two medals

By Loshaun Dixon 

St Kitts and Nevis’ 
CARIFTA team re-
turned to the Federation 
on Tuesday from 
Jamaica bearing two 
medals, both won by 
Jermahd Huggins in 
the games held over the 
Easter weekend

Huggins captured 
bronze in the 400M 
Hurdles and 100M 
hurdles in the U17 boys 

category, and the U17 
boys 4x400M relay 
team just missed a medal 
position fi nishing fourth 
in the fi nal of that event. 
There were also several 
athletes securing personal 
best in their respective 
events.

The athletes were wel-
comed back to the 
Federation on Tuesday 
evening by family, friends, 
teachers and school-
mates. In a statement on 
Wednesday, one offi  cial 

from SKN Athletics said 
they were proud of all 
of the athletes who par-
ticipated, and wish them 
continued success in their 
future endeavours. 

“Several of the athletes 
participating earned per-
sonal bests and improved 
their performances 
throughout. 

The highlights of our 
performance were the 
two bronze medals cap-
tured and the fourth place 

earned by our U17 4 x 
400M relay team.”

They said the perfor-
mances were commend-
able after not participating 
in meets for the past three 
years.

“This is a commendable 
feat considering that our 
athletes have not par-
ticipated in major com-
petitions and games since 
2019. SKN Athletics 
anxiously prepares for the 
upcoming track and fi eld 
season, where our athletes 
can return to competitions 
and meets. Until then, let 
us all continue to rally be-
hind our athletes in sup-
port of the development 

of track and fi eld in St 
Kitts and Nevis.”

Sixteen athletes left the 
Federation last week to 
represent St Kitts and 
Nevis at the Carifta 
Games hosted in Jamaica 
at the National Stadium, 
April 16 – 18, 2022.

The offi  cial delegation 
included athletes from 
both St Kitts and Nevis 
as well as collegiate 
athletes studying in the 
United States. Azurdee 
Phillip travelled as the 
team manager and Hugh 
Matthew as the head 
coach. They were joined 
by Mr Damon Bacchus, 
General Secretary of 

SKN Athletics, as well 
as Mr Dwayne Warner, 
Vice President of SKN 
Athletics.

The CARIFTA Games is 
an annual athletics com-
petition founded by the 
Caribbean Free Trade 
Association (CARIFTA). 
The games were fi rst 
held in 1972 and consists 
of track and fi eld events 
including sprint races, 
hurdles, middle distance 
track events, jumping and 
throwing events, and re-
lays. The Games have two 
age categories: under-17  
and under-20. Only 
countries associated with 
CARIFTA may compete 
in the competition.

Team SKN

Jermahd Huggins
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Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
M &K Construction Woodwork

Needs: Mason & Joiner
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy
Apsaras Nevis Ltd is in urgent 

need of the below position:
4 Agricultural Technician 

Applicants should be expert on Agriculture 
mechanical equipments and facilities. 
Submit your CV to Leo.gallagher@

apsaras.co.uk or call 6694525

Vacancy
Looking for SALES MANAGER 

- 3 POSITIONS
ROYAL GEMS LTD
Building 23, Unit -6

Port Zante
Basseterre, St.Kitts

Phone: +1869 466 8441

Vacancy
Sushi Chef

Minimum 2 years as an assistant to Sushi 
chef or 2 years experience as a sushi chef

Asian Chef (Japanese, Thai, 
South East Asian Cuisine) 

Minimum 2 years experience 
Submit resume to sugarspiceskb@gmail.com

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com

WANTED

One (1) Certifi ed Dive Instructor for 
employment by Dive St. Kitts.

Please send application and ré-
sumé to dive@divestkitts.com 

Application to be submitted no 
later than 21 March, 2022.

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
House on 2 acres

Jessups Estate
$1.85 million USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

For Sale: 
House on 1+ acre

Golden Rock Estate
$900,000 USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

"DPPLS - Job Vacancy - Pool Tech"

Pool Technician duties include mixing 
chemicals, testing water and maintaining 
the appropriate balance of chlorine and 
PH in the water, cleaning and scrubbing 
pools, other duties are to install, service 

and repair water fi lters and pumps.

Contact: Den @ 667-6203 
or Shelly @ 760-6244

Looking for a live in maid ,who can cook Indian 
and continental cuisine . Other duties will be 
cleaning,laundry,ironing. 
Contact - yasminyajmom@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
11,377 SQUARE FEET WITH 

DWELLING HOUSE
KADES CRESCENT/KADES 

BAY ESTATE, NEVIS 
$275,000.00 USD

CONTACT: 869-469-6757

Vacancy
Indian Summer Lounge & Grill

St kitts, Frigate Bay
Needs A Restaurant Manager

Five Years Experience
Contact# 662-9911

General Recycling God's Hand
Need Labourer

665-0119

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28
Elite Sports Bar & Grill

Seeking a Bartender/Waiter or Waitress 
Contact: 763-7019

Vacancy
"Comfort Airco is actively look-
ing to hire a project manager for 

their operation in St. Kitts.
1. Bachelor Degree in Mechanical 

or Civil Engineering.
2. Solid knowledge in me-
chanical work is a must.

3. Minimum of 3 years experience.
Please forward your resume at 

comfortairco@yahoo.com"

Vacancy
Fusion Metal Studio

Needs a Welder/ Fabricator and a Machinist
Contact# 765-1607/ 661-1607/469-1607

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560
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Tribute to His 
Excellency, 

Ambassador Vance 
Winkworth Amory

Ambassador Amory:
I am sure you remember the song,

“People who need people, are the luckiest people in the world”
Barbara Streisand never knew the millions of people from all walks 

of life, who had known your love, caring and infl uence!
Your family, friends, students, colleagues, citizens of St. Kitts 

and Nevis and the wider Caribbean are the luckiest people in the 
world to have been blessed to have known and needed you.

So today:
Our hearts ache and myriad memories suff use our senses

As we contemplate a loss so immense, so intensive!
Memories in classrooms, banks, universities and international arenas too

Cricket fi elds, political platforms, parliament and yes, the church pew
We all refl ect on your life and how ours was enhanced by knowing you. 

For my part I refl ect on over four decades of conversations
Most poignant seem the fi nal ones on my breaks from Washington

Oft dispirited by the personal, polarizing nature of our political discourse
I had implored you many times to consider leadership of our country

To help chart a less boisterous, divisive and party-centered course
Our dialogue at the Bath Hotel gave valuable insights into your’93 neutrality

Next time it was the Anglican yard when the bier was on its way to the cemetery
You were strategically located at the gate to greet all and sundry

A warm smile, an embrace, every ‘cuz’ had in your heart a special place
At your urging I waited and when the yard was empty

We took that ‘long’ short walk to GHQ,
Not one person on the way missed a warm enthusiastic greeting from you.

You assured me of the performance and soundness of Team Unity
You were a man who kept “ears always to the ground” as you reminded me.

So now as we return you to the dust from which you came
Oh how the memory of your stewardship, statesmanship will ever remain!

 “Fastened as a nail in a sure place” like Eliakim a bond of strength to your country
Like Paul you had “become all things to all men,” without pride and prejudice

Your decisions were about people, their growth, development and security

You were certainly not the fi rst to the Team Unity Construct
But once in the fold you never wavered, never retreated or gave up

You knew construction, like life, is never smooth and yet
Whatever its make up the greatest good for the most, is unity’s bet

For that all Nevisians, Kittitians and Kittivisians will ever thank thee
Unity in diversity, ‘country above self’ will be your enduring legacy!

Farewell my brother and say hi to Timix for me
You have fought a good fi ght and fi nished your course

May God bless and comfort your loving family                                                                                              
Dr. Thelma Phillip-Browne
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Health 
Ministry 
debunks 

“no oxygen” 
claims

By Loshaun Dixon

The Ministry of Health 
in St Kitts and Nevis 
has debunked rumours 
of no oxygen supply at 
the JNF Hospital, and 
emphatically stated 
that two recent deaths 
are not related to a lack 
of oxygen.

The Ministry of Health 
in a statement said it 
was made aware of 
several social media 
posts, claiming that 
there is a lack of oxy-
gen supply at the JNF 

General Hospital. 

“The Ministry cat-
egorically denies these 
claims! The claims 
are spurious and mis-
chievous, and the 
Ministry condemns 
this falsehood as an 
attempt to foster nega-
tive sensationalism to 
bring the institution 
and the Ministry into 
disrepute.”

The Ministry disclosed 
that there is and has 
always been adequate 
amounts of oxygen at 
the hospital, and noted 

two recent deaths do 
not relate to a lack of 
oxygen.

“Furthermore, the 
Ministry of Health is 
aware of two recent fa-
talities central to these 
claims, and wishes to 
extend profound con-
dolences to the griev-
ing families on the loss 
of their loved ones. 

“The Ministry would 
also like to inform the 

public that the circum-
stances surrounding 
both deaths are being 
further reviewed, and 
the families will be in-
formed, accordingly. 

The Ministry must 
however confirm that 
the aforementioned 
deaths are not asso-
ciated with a lack of 
oxygen at the hospital, 
nor are they related to 
the absence of oxygen 
within its emergency 

response vehicles and 
units.”

The Ministry also ex-
pressed its satisfaction 
with standards, proce-
dures and readiness for 
ambulances to respond 
to any emergency. 

 “The Ministry is also 
satisfied that the stan-
dard protocol to ensure 
ambulances are con-
tinually maintained in 
a well-equipped state 

with the necessary 
supplies and staff to 
respond urgently and 
manage emergency 
situations has not been 
breached, and reaf-
firms its commitment 
to having adequate 
supplies of essential 
resources at all times 
at the JNF General 
Hospital and promot-
ing the highest quality 
of care always for best 
health outcomes.”

JNF General Hospital
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Amory’s body arrives to Military 
Reception

By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation of St 
Kitts and Nevis received 
the body of former 
Premier of Nevis, H.E. 
the Hon. Vance Amory 
on Wednesday after-
noon, shortly after 3:00 
pm. It was transported 
on a British Airways 
flight. 

His wife Vernita accom-
panied his body and was 
greeted by government 
officials.

Among those present 
at the solemn occasion 
were Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris, Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards, Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley, 
Former Prime Minister 
and Leader of the 
Opposition Dr Denzil 
Douglas, Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy Brandy 
and other senior of-
ficers and government 
officials.

Draped in a national 
flag, the casket was tak-
en from the aircraft by 
military bearers com-
prising senior officers of 
the Police and Defence 
Forces, and placed into 
a hearse before being 
taken to Jenkins Funeral 
Home. 

The public was afforded 
the opportunity to view 
the body as it lay in state 
at government head-
quarters on Thursday 
morning, following 
Cabinet members, who 
were earlier afforded the 
opportunity just outside 
the National Assembly 
Chambers 

The reception of the 
body saw the com-
mencement of 10 days 
of national mourning – 
from Wednesday (April 
20) until his burial on 
April 30 - ordered by 
Governor-General Sir 
Tapley Seaton QC.

The public viewing will 
continue today (Friday) 

then the body will be 
transported to Nevis 
by Elliott’s Funeral 
Parlour.

The body will then lay 
in state at the Court 
House on Friday, 29 
April and Saturday, 30 
April, then to ETW Park 
for the funeral service. 
From there it will be 
taken to the cemetery in 
St. George’s.

The Service will not 
exceed two hours, ac-
cording to government 
details, and tributes will 
take place before the 
start of the service and 
the arrival of the casket 
and family. Their arrival 
would be the cut-off 
point for tributes.

The order of the service 
will be held accord-
ing to Anglican mass, 
with meetings to be 
held between the Nevis 
Christian Council and 
Archdeacon Isaiah 
Phillip to provide the 
order of service.

PM Harris on 
Wednesday said, “It 
was a distinct honour 
to attend the Military 
Reception with Cabinet 
colleagues, to receive 
the body of the late 
and former Premier of 
Nevis, H.E. the Hon. 
Vance Amory.”

On Tuesday Dr Harris 
described Amory’s 
work as “the embodi-
ment of a true national 
hero”

“I look forward to the 
fulfilment of this in due 
course by the relevant 
committee.” 

The Prime Minister said 
Ambassador Amory’s 
parliamentary life was 
one that was people-
centric, as he served 
with distinction and 
rendered sterling, yeo-
man service.  

“When Ambassador 
Amory breathed his last 
on Saturday, April 2nd 

2022, the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
lost a stalwart, an as-
tute politician and an 
elder statesman. On that 
day, I personally lost a 
friend, a principled and 

honest political part-
ner in the Team Unity 
Government, and a 
fountain of wise coun-
sel on whom I had come 
to rely for the past 10 
years. “Our Nation’s 

loss of Ambassador 
Vance Amory has dealt 
a colossal blow to the 
people of Nevis and 
St Kitts, his wife, his 
daughters, grandchil-
dren, his siblings and 

other family members, 
close friends, political 
supporters and former 
constituents, and com-
munity residents and 
neighbours.”

Government officials and dignitaries were present to witness the arrival of the Former Premier’s remains

The casket was taken from the aircraft by military bearers
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SKN Moves-Nevis Chapter 
hosts ‘Aquafunathlon’

By Monique Washington 

The SKN Moves-Nevis 
Chapter, in collabora-
tion with the Nevis 
Aquatic and Sailing 
Centre, held its second 
calendar event for 2022 
last Saturday, and the 
focus was mainly on the 
island’s youth, in the first 
ever ‘Aquafunathlon’ at 
Oualie Beach.

Six teams of children 
between the ages of 
eight and 12 competed 
in a swimming, kayak-
ing and running compe-
tition. The teams’ names 
were: ‘Will Boss’, 
‘Sea Sisters’, ‘Rip 
Tides’, ‘Team Seas’, 
‘Aqua Boys’ and ‘Diva 
Dippers’. 

Coordinator Shelagh 
James noted that the 
waters on the day of the 
event were rough. 

She explained that the 
competitors participated 
in a two-team tag com-
petition. They swam 25 
metres each before run-
ning down the beach to 

the next event the kaya-
king, before running 
two laps.

“Most of the competi-
tors had received two 
days of training leading 
up the event, so they 
came prepared, howev-
er, the challenge was the 
choppy waters, but it 
did not deter the teams, 
they gave it their all 
and battled against the 
sea’s rage. They had 
to dredge through two 
laps. Finally the two-
lap run and the finish” 
she said.

The results were as fol-
lows: 1st place: WILL 
BOSS  - Justin & 
Austin Williams;

2nd place: SEA 
SISTERS - Jazzelle 
& Skyla Connor;  3rd 
place: RIP TIDES - 
Abhijith Srinivasan 
& Jackson Vogt; fol-
lowed by TEAM SEAS 
- Nazanu Chiverton & 
Prathyaksh Sharma; 
AQUA BOYS - 
Malachi and Nathan 
Lestrade and DIVA 
DIPPERS - Trevincia 

Arthurton & Destiny 
Collins.

“The trophies were 
handcrafted in wood 
and the certificates 
were produced with 
reused paper and 
sealed to last,” James 
revealed.

All teams received par-
ticipatory certificates 
and SKN Moves - 
Nevis Chapter pins pre-
sented by Ambassador 
for SKN Moves-Nevis 
Chapter, Ms. Jeannette 
Grell–Hull, and muf-
fins from Annalise. 

All placers received a 
trophy from Danielle 
Connor from NASC, 
the winners received a 
prize from Ms Jasmine 
Brown, two cinema 
tickets and a refresh-
ments voucher, the 
second placed team 
received prizes from 
Seal my Sip and The 
Games Room based 
at Malcolm Guishard 
Park, while the third 
place finishers re-
ceived prizes from 
Islander and Nevis 

Bikes

James thanked all the 
sponsors, which in-
cluded Kurt Swanston 
of The Food Court for 
providing True water 
for the event; Jazzique 
for providing PA and 
music; Photographer/
videographer Za 
Meire GiVace; the Red 
cross-team and Youth 
and Sports; Winston 
Crooke, Danielle 
Connor and a commit-
tee of the Nevis Aquatic 
Sailing, Ambassador 
Ms Jan Grell Hull, MH 
James Weeks and Cool 
Blendz and Bodies.

James encouraged 
people to “look out for 
event number three this 
summer. Stay tuned for 
more details.”

SKN Moves-Nevis 
chapter launched in 
October 2019. It is 
a collaborative ef-
fort between the 
Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs, 
The Department of 
Sports and Fit Wellness 
Centre.

Participants in the recent SKN Moves-Nevis Chapter’s ‘Aquafunathlon’
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OBSERVER CALLS FOR NATION TO PUT 
POLITICAL RHETORIC ASIDE UNTIL AFTER 

THE BURIAL OF H.E. VANCE AMORY
In light of the following, where All Prime Ministers and living Premiers of St. Kitts and Nevis respectively, praised the virtues of The Late Former 

Premier and Ambassador H.E. Vance Winkworth Amory, The Observer is calling for a pause in political rhetoric, political town hall meetings, 
and also in the disunity amongst members of Cabinet until the end of the official mourning period, and until after the burial of H.E. Amory.

This will show respect for H.E. Amory, his immediate family and the country at large.

Let us honour H.E. Amory by the advice that he always gave – “negotiate through diplomacy”.

The many admirable 
virtues of H.E. Vance 
Amory, the longest serv-
ing Premier of Nevis, 
were highlighted by for-
mer and present mem-
bers of the National 
Assembly and the Nevis 
Island Assembly, during 
a special sitting of the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
held in his honour at 
Hamilton House on 
Tuesday, April 19.

During his presentation, 
Prime Minister Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris de-
scribed Ambassador 
Amory as a “fountain of 
wise counsel”.

 “When Ambassador 
Amory breathed his 
last breath on Saturday, 
April 02, 2022, the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis lost a stalwart, 
an astute politician, and 
an elder statesman. On 
that day I personally 
lost a friend a principled 
and honest political 
partner in the Team 
Unity Government, and 
a fountain of wise coun-
sel on whom I had come 
to rely for the past ten 
years.

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis 
and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in the 
Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, said it 
was an honour to have 
served as Hon. Amory’s 
Deputy. He lamented 
the loss of a personal 
and cherished friend.

“Vance Amory was 
loved and revered by 
most. He was respected 
not only as a role model, 
but also as a pioneer. As 
a pioneer he opened 
doors and created op-
portunities for the next 

generation to build 
upon. He used his gifts, 
intellect and talents to 
lead, inspire and assist. 
Truly selfless, he con-
tinuously reached back 
with a helping hand as 
he climbed. There was 
no greater friend of 
the poor, the lost, the 
left out and left behind 
than Vance Winkworth 
Amory.” 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Leader of the People 
Action Movement (PAM) 
party, Hon. Shawn 
Richards, spoke of how 
Mr. Amory motivated and 
supported him as a young 
politician, also sharing 
how the late Ambassador 
would send him encour-
aging text messages as his 
Cabinet colleague.

He described Mr. Amory 
as a fearless man and a 
focused, valiant political 
leader.

“It takes a special man 
with bravery to challenge 

his former boss and de-
feat him and his party 
after the first attempt at 
elective politics. The vic-
tory of the newly formed 
[Concerned Citizens 
Movement] CCM over 
the then twenty-two 
[Nevis Reformation 
Party] NRP in 1992, 
remains one of Nevis’ 
best political chronicles. 
I must opine that if [Sir] 
Simeon Daniel is credited 
as the architect of modern 
Nevis, then Vance Amory 
must also be recognized a 
contractor of what Nevis 
economy has become 
today.”   

Former Prime Minister, 
and Leader of the 
Opposition in the fed-
eral parliament, Hon. 
Dr. Denzil Douglas said 
while himself and the 
former Premier had oc-
casion to bump heads in 
the political arena during 
their tenures at the helm, 
there was a cordiality and 
friendliness with which 
they conducted their 

business.

“There were on many oc-
casions when we collabo-
rated for the benefit of the 
people of Nevis and the 
people of St. Kitts as well. 
I cherish those moments. 
He was a well-rounded 
personality whose contri-
bution to his country was 
not limited to the field of 
politics. May the words 
and gestures of support 
in the days ahead provide 
the comfort that at this 
time will be so urgently 
needed, and may His 
Excellency now rest in 
peace eternal.”

Dr. the Right Excellency 
and Right. Honourable 
Sir Kennedy Simmonds, 
a former Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis and 
the sole living National 
Hero of the Federation, 
said he first came to 
know Hon. Amory many 
decades ago through 
their involvement with 
cricket, and who over 
time became someone he 

admired as a fellow poli-
tician. He spoke of Mr. 
Amory’s dedication to the 
betterment of the people 
of Nevis, and his love for 
the island and the entire 
country.

“Vance Amory was a fa-
vourite and devoted son 
of Nevis. Over the years 
he grew in stature and 
earned the respect and re-
gard of the people of the 
Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Much can and will 
be said about his outstand-
ing and exceptional life of 
service. The late Premier 
Amory was a stalwart 
champion of the Nevisian 
people and a statesman of 
St. Kitts and Nevis. He 
earned the trust, respect 
and love of the people of 
Nevis and of St. Kitts. His 
name and legacy will live 
on forever,” he said.

Also delivering remarks 
and condolences dur-
ing the Assembly were 
Deputy Premier Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers, Hon, Eric 

Evelyn and Hon. Spencer 
Brand, elected mem-
bers of the Nevis Island 
Assembly, along with 
nominated members Hon. 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
and Hon. Troy Liburd.

Hon. Joseph Parry, a for-
mer Premier of Nevis; 
Mrs. Jean Nisbett-
Harris, former elected 
member of the Nevis 
Island Assembly; and 
Mr. Livingston Herbert, 
former nominated 
member in the Nevis 
Island Assembly in their 
remarks shared fond 
memories of interactions 
with the late Ambassador. 
The Honourable Cleone 
Stapleton-Simmonds, op-
position member in the 
Nevis Island Assembly, 
also delivered brief 
remarks.

President of the Nevis 
Island Assembly Hon. 
Farrell Smithen read the 
message from Governor-
General Sir S. W. Tapley 
Seaton, GCMG, CVO, 
QC, JP, and Ms. Myra 
Williams, Clerk of the 
Assembly read the mes-
sage from Her Honour 
Hyleeta Liburd, Deputy 
Governor-General on 
Nevis. 

Members of the Federal 
Government, Opposition 
parliamentarians in the 
National Assembly, mem-
bers of the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
along with Permanent 
Secretaries, Directors and 
other officials in the NIA 
were among those present 
in the gallery at the auspi-
cious occasion.

A minute of silence was 
observed during the sit-
ting in honour of His 
Excellency, the late 
Hon. Vance Amory. 

Presenters at the special sitting of the Nevis Island Assembly
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St Kitts and Nevis rallies support 
for UNESCO technical assistance

Before UNESCO began 
its Easter period recess, St. 
Kitts and Nevis was rally-
ing experts on the ground 
at its Paris head office to 
secure this specialised UN 
agency’s expertise and as-
sistance in contributing to 
the Federation’s develop-
ment strategy in the fields of 
education and science.

On the heels of the submis-
sion to UNESCO of five 
substantive technical as-
sistance projects by the St. 
Kitts and Nevis National 
Commission for UNESCO, 
the Federation’s Permanent 
Delegate, Ambassador Dr. 
David P. Doyle, met with 
the key UNESCO policy 
officers to discuss the vari-
ous projects. These encom-
passed, amongst others, 
professionalising the teach-
ing staff, accreditation of 
high-level qualifications, a 
water aquifer project and a 
game-changing initiative to 
transform the Cayon-based 
biosphere reserve into a 
plastic-free zone.

Explained Ms Dorothy 
Warner, Secretary-General 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Commission for 
UNESCO: “The National 
Commission formulated 
five distinct projects un-
der the UNESCO biennial 
Participation Programme. 
These were submitted to so-
licit technical assistance aid 
of up to US$26,000 per proj-
ect. Under this Programme, 
UNESCO provides assis-
tance to its Member States 
in the Organization’s fields 
of competence, covering 
education, Natural Science, 
Social Science, Culture, 
Communication and 
Information”. 

Ambassador Doyle added: 
“As a small island devel-
oping state, the Federation 
has greatly benefited over 
the past decade from 
this UNESCO assistance 
Programme in many areas 
of its competence”

Ambassador Doyle met 
with the UNESCO Section 
for Teacher Development to 
elaborate the Federation’s 
next phase of the national 

professionalization of the 
teaching force, following 
two intense years of inter-
vention by UNESCO on the 
project, led by the Ministry 
of Education.

The Federation now seeks 
UNESCO guidance on the 
development of a National 
Teacher Qualification 
Framework to guide teacher 
recruitment, the design and 
development of a national 
teacher education curricu-
lum framework for pre-ser-
vice teacher education and 
not-in-service professional 
development programmes. 
This will cover professional 
teachers across the entire 
education system of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, accompa-
nied by guidelines, frame-
works and standards for 
the accreditation of Teacher 
Education Programmes and 
Continuous Professional 
Development Programmes, 
all fall under the auspices 
of a new National Teachers 
Council.

Parallel discussions were 
pursued with the Chief 
of the Section for Higher 
Education at the UNESCO 
Headquarters on strengthen-
ing the Federation’s national 
accreditation framework for 
reviewing and approving 
high-level qualifications in 
the post-secondary sector. 
It also includes the drafting 

of a legislative framework 
with policies and proce-
dures to be followed by 
the reformed Accreditation 
Board, covering accredita-
tion policies, registrations 
and accreditation, all linked 
to what Hon. Jonel Powell, 
Minister of Education, 
Sport, Youth Empowerment 
and Culture, described “our 
labour needs”. Added the 
Minister: “Our new accredi-
tation framework needs to 
be increasingly linked to 
the country’s development 
strategy, which makes this 
UNESCO educational ac-
creditation input so critical 
in linking our youth to train-
ing that offers future job op-
portunities “.

In the field of science, two 
distinct UNESCO proj-
ects were presented by the 
National Commission, of 
which one related to opti-
mizing the use of natural 
catchments and aquifers 
to enhance the availability 
of freshwater in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. This project, 
pioneered by Dr. Leighton 
Naraine, Director of 
Programme development at 
the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College, will develop a 
methodology to collect vi-
tal data via field measure-
ments of incoming rainfall 
to determine the adequacy 
of input to the hydrological 
cycle in St. Kitts and Nevis, 

in terms of discharge of wa-
ter from runoffs, water loss 
from evapotranspiration and 
field capacity for storage.

Noted Ambassador Doyle: 
“This would be an impor-
tant contribution to the 
challenges we face in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, and in-
deed across the Caribbean, 
of limited availability of 
freshwater, accentuated by 
increased salinity, resulting 
in contamination, due to 
rising sea levels”

The second science-related 
project submitted by St. 
Kitts and Nevis related to 
the existing UNESCO-
accredited St. Marys’ Man 
and Biosphere (MAB) site 
in Cayon, which is actively 
exploring the feasibility of 
transforming the protect-
ed site into a plastic-free 
zone, with UNESCO ex-
pertise. Ms Telca Wallace, 
the key coordinator of the 
recently completed clean-
up and beautification ex-
ercise at St. Mary’s Man 
& Biosphere, and closely 
associated with the site 
since its inscription on the 
UNESCO MAB List in 
2011, views the exercise 
as a means to sensitize 
citizens about and elimi-
nate the use of, single-use 
plastics in the MAB site. 
Stated Ms Wallace: “As 
the first Biosphere Reserve 

in the English-speaking 
Caribbean, we now seek to 
scale up our ambitions to 
remove plastic pollution, 
whether on land or as ma-
rine debris associated with 
St. Marys by galvanising 
the wider St. Kitts and 
Nevis stakeholders in rais-
ing the awareness of the 
adverse aspects of single-
use plastics. From there 
we seek change to the 
MAB community and wid-
er general public attitude 
towards this ambition”. 

Noted Ambassador Doyle: 
“A central and core tar-
geted activity of this proj-
ect, is the hosting by the 
Minister Powell of a major 
stakeholder conference to 
articulate and refine the na-
ture of this MAB plastics-
free project and map out a 
series of tangible steps to 
obtain approval by, and 
active participation of, all 
parties”. This will embrace 
ministries, NGOs, MAB 
members, the turtle moni-
toring network, the youth, 
local St. Mary’s municipal 
authority, private industry 
and public utility agencies 
associated with the distri-
bution of water.

Following Ambassador 
Doyle’s briefing with 
Minister Powell, the latter 
remarked: “St. Kitts and 
Nevis continues to rely on 
the specialised expertise of 
UNESCO, especially in de-
ploying high-level experts 
with small island devel-
oping state exposure, and 
accompany us in adopting 
best-practice policies in 
education and science”. 

St. Kitts and Nevis is also 
pursuing negotiations with 
UNESCO to integrate edu-
cation for sustainable de-
velopment (ESD) into the 
national curriculum and 
the inception of a separate 
phase-two project designed 
to develop a dedicated in-
tangible cultural heritage 
(ICH) policy framework. 
The identification of spe-
cific twin-island ICH ele-
ments for listing on the 
UNESCO ICH Register 
will also be part of the 
plans going forward
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Wednesday, The Observer once again spoke to 
Springette, who noted that following a recent meet-
ing with the National COVID-19 Task Force, an 
“ok” was given but nothing has changed.

“Every day we have tried to get in touch with some-
one, but no one is answering their calls. We had a 
meeting with the Task Force on April 6. 

They said they will update the portal to accommo-
date the pilots, but nothing has changed. We have 
received a verbal ok. Nothing has been put in writ-
ing; no protocols change. We were told to open up 

our fl ights, but we cannot do that” he said.

Springette gave the reason why they cannot open 
fl ights without offi  cial written approval

“We can’t open the fl ights. If we do, people will 
begin to purchase tickets. If we open the fl ights and 
the pilots cannot come back into Nevis. We will have 
to cancel the fl ights, that is not good business.“

He noted that during conversations with Dr Hazel 
Laws, they were asked to send an updated protocol.

“The CMO (Chief Medical Offi  cer) asked us to send 
an update of our protocols. The protocols we sent in 
in December will not be accepted. We updated and 

resubmitted, no response, he said.

The Observer made an attempt to contact the National 
COVID-19 Task Force Chairman, Abdias Samuel, 
but was unsuccessful.

Springette said that right now Nevis and the Vance 
Amory International Airport are at a disadvantage.

“We had a fl ight two weeks ago. We sent an email 
asking for an exemption for the crew to come in and 
we received no response. St Kitts is not suff ering from 
the amount of airlift; in St. Kitts it continues as nor-
mal. Nevis is being aff ected. The fl ights that are trying 
to come into Nevis and overnight are not allowed to 
do it because of the restrictions pointed out.”

Verbal “ok”, but Air Sunshine 
still can’t overnight in Nevis

Cont'd from Page 2
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