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Barrier and Quarantine restrictions gone!

By Loshaun Dixon

The barriers at Port 
Zante and the 24-hour 
quarantine period for 
fully vaccinated in-
bound passengers will 
be removed, starting 
December 11, a gov-
ernment statement has 
announced.

These measures were 
initially promised by 
Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris, who 
indicated that upon 
reaching 80 per cent 
vaccination status 
among adults, the re-
moval of the barriers at 
Port Zante and cessation 
of 24-hour quarantine, 
would be among new 
measures introduced.

“After a review of 
its current policies 
and following several 
rounds of discussions 
with relevant health 
and tourism officials 
and representatives of 
the COVID-19 Task 
Force, the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 

has taken a decision 
to ease two significant 
measures at the ports 
of entry,” the statement 
released Wednesday 
evening read.

These measures were 
previously paused, 
as the government 
sought to gather more 
information on the 
Omicron variant of the 
COVID-19 disease, 
which was first identi-
fied in South Africa on 
November 22.

“Effectively Saturday, 
11th December 2021, all 
fully vaccinated passen-
gers 12 years and over 
arriving in St. Kitts and 
Nevis with a negative 
PCR test taken within 
72 hours of arrival, will 
no longer be required to 
undergo a quarantine 
period or further testing 
upon arrival. 

Additionally, the pro-
tective barriers that 
were erected at Port 
Zante for the safety 
of citizens and resi-
dents will be removed 

on Saturday, 11th 
December, effectively 
making Port Zante 
more accessible to all 
and allowing for great-
er business activity.”

The statement added 
that the decisions on 
these two measures are 
based on science, and 
following the advice 
of local health experts, 
who are guided by 
reputable international 
agencies.

“Health authorities 
have advised that the 
Omicron variant ap-
pears to be less severe 
than the Delta variant. 
Based on the scien-
tific knowledge of the 
Omicron variant and 
the high vaccination 
coverage in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, they recom-
mend these measures 
can be implemented 
with minimal risks.”

The Government also 
urged all eligible citi-
zens and residents, who 
have not yet done so, 
to take the COVID-19 

vaccine, “as the vac-
cine remains the single 
most important tool 
in the fight against the 
virus”.

Local health experts 
are also encouraging 
all who are eligible to 
take the booster shot, 
thereby enhancing their 
protection against the 
virus.

On Wednesday, Chief 
Medical Officer Dr 
Hazel Laws said over 
the past week they have 
identified only five 
newly-diagnosed cases 

of COVID-19

She said at present there 
are no hospital admis-
sions, and there were 
11 recoveries in the past 
week.

At present, health offi-
cials are only monitoring 
10 active cases. 

She also described the 
ongoing vaccination pro-
gramme as successful.

“It has been a success-
ful journey so far, in 
terms of the vaccination 
coverage of adults in 

our population. 80.6 per 
cent are covered with the 
first dose; 74.2 are fully 
vaccinated.”

As it relates to children 
12 to 17 years old, 14.8 
per cent have received 
their first dose and 11 
per cent have received 
their second dose.

She added that 53.2 per-
cent are fully vaccinated

“We are going well, but 
we still have a long way 
to go in terms of reach-
ing an adequate immu-
nity threshold.”

Health and Tourism Officials making presentations to some members of Cabinet

Grant: No duress in 
Brown resignation

By Loshaun Dixon 

Chief Executive Officer of the St Kitts Tourism Authority (SKTA), Racquel 
Brown, will leave her post at the end of this month. 

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant confirmed this on Tuesday, and noted that 
she has left on good terms.

Social media was filled with the rumour that both the CEO of the Nevis Tourism 
Authority and the St. Kitts Tourism Authority had stepped down this week.

Brown, who has held the position since 2013, played a big role in the revolu-
tionizing of the tourism sector in St Kitts and Nevis.

“The CEO of the SKTA will demit office on Dec 31. We have a very good 
working relationship with the CEO,” Grant asserted.

He said that Brown, who is originally from Jamaica, was not leaving with any 
animosity, but due to a personal matter in her homeland

“She is not leaving under any duress as it seems to be indicated out there. She 
has personal reasons she has to attend to in her native land.

“I want to wish her all the best for the excellent work she has done under my 
watch, and before me. She has a very committed and dedicated team she has 
moulded, who can continue the work. We have parted on very good terms.”

As it relates to the replacements, Grant said they are working on it.

“We have head hunters hunting for that position at the moment, and we expect 
to fill it soon after she demits office.”

He added that the impact on rebuilding the sector will not be affected, as 
Brown has built an adequate team to take tourism forward.

“There is no ‘I’ in the team. We don’t build individuals, we build a team. 
We moved Melnecia Marshall from Product Development Manager to Deputy 
CEO, and she is very capable of standing in for the CEO.”

CEO of SKTA Racquel Brown and Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant

Declaration of Lost Policy 
I, Vincent Grante, of Parry Housing, St. Peters. St. Kitts 
hereby declare that ALICO Policy  9332543 issued on the 
1st day of December 1998 on my life has been lost. Any-
one knowing the whereabouts of this policy should con-
tact the offices of Quinlan Walwyn & Associates, #23 
Cayon Street (West), P.O. Box 208, Basseterre, St. Kitts 
or at telephone number (869) 465-2681. 
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Let’s keep it on 
the front burner

Today, Friday, December 10, is Human Rights Day, and is the conclu-
sion of the Global 16 Days Campaign - an international campaign that 
involves 16 Days of Activism against violence against women and girls. 

This year the focus was on the issue of femicide or the gender-related 
killing of women.

Over the years, the emphasis has been on raising awareness about 
violence against women, and considering the continuing impunity for 
femicide.

On this occasion, the Campaign continued its program activities to end 
gender-based violence in the world of work, by focusing on the link 
between domestic violence and the world of work.

We at The Observer feel that it is important for issues such as this to be 
on the front burner all year round, primarily because recent frustration 
levels worldwide have been sources of concern for numerous govern-
ments that are witnessing unprecedented levels of domestic violence 
against women.

As the website, 16dayscampaign.org, observes: “COVID-19 has pre-
sented us with new challenges which call for individual and collective 
solutions. Let’s continue our efforts all year round from 16 to 365 days 
of activism, to advance the human rights of women. A world without 
violence is possible and this moment demands unparalleled courage and 
joint action to make this vision a reality”.

In 2008, the United Nations (UN) Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030 
to End Violence against Women campaign (UNiTE Campaign) was 
launched - a multi-year effort aimed at “preventing and eliminating vio-
lence against women and girls around the world calling for global action 
to increase awareness, galvanize advocacy and create opportunities for 
discussion about challenges and solutions”. 

According to UN estimates for 2021, nearly 1 in 3 women aged 15 years 
and older, around the world have been subjected to physical or sexual 
violence by an intimate partner, non-partner or both, at least once in their 
lifetime, indicating that levels of violence against women and girls have 
remained largely unchanged over the last decade.

Alarmingly, the UN cautions that “these numbers do not reflect the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic and would be even higher if they included the 
full continuum of violence that affect women and girls including sexual 
harassment, violence in digital contexts, harmful practices and sexual 
exploitation”. 

According to the organization, COVID-19 has exacerbated all the risk 
factors for violence against women and girls, including unemployment 
and poverty, and reinforced many of the root causes such as gender stereo-
types and harmful social norms.  

“It has been estimated that 11 million girls may not return to school be-
cause of COVID-19, thereby increasing their risk of child marriage. The 
economic fallout is expected to push 47 million more women and girls into 
extreme poverty in 2021, reversing decades of progress and perpetuating 
structural inequalities that reinforce violence against women and girls.” 

It was also noted that while the forms and contexts may differ across geo-
graphic locations, women and girls universally experience different forms 
of violence in public and private settings, in contexts of peace and in 
contexts of conflict as well as in humanitarian or crises settings. 

Considering all the above, it is encouraging to note that these pertinent 
observances (Global 16 Days Campaign and Human Rights Day et al) - 
that in some countries would go unnoticed – are duly highlighted by the 
Gender Affairs and other related administrators of St. Kitts and Nevis. 

Smoother airport 
processing imminent

By Loshaun Dixon

More efficient processing at the 
airports in St Kitts and Nevis 
will soon be implemented to help 
passengers. 

Chairman of the National 
COVID-19 Task Force Abdias 
Samuel disclosed that the task 
force would have conducted 
some walk-throughs at the RLB 
International Airport “and very 
shortly you are going to experi-
ence a faster processing process 
at the airport.”

He said that they are increasing 
the technology so when one en-
ters into the Federation they are 
now going to use a barcode that 
is to “simply scan and go”.

“If the system detects any chal-
lenges, then you would be taken 
for a secondary screening at the 
Port Health Area. Once the sys-
tem is fine you will proceed to 
immigration and customs, and 
from thereon you will get your 
transportation.”

He also announced that immigra-
tion booths being operated have 
been doubled from five to 10.

“At immigration, the Chief 
Immigration Officer Merclyn 
Hughes has taken the proactive 
approach to increase the immi-
gration officers that will be pro-
cessing inbound passengers.”

Samuels indicated that discus-
sions are ongoing with the air-
lines to improve the bottleneck at 
customs.

“At customs, we are still in dis-
cussions with the airlines about 
moving the baggage faster so 
there is no bottleneck in the bag-
gage haul area caused by the late 
arrival of bags for the passengers.

“Once these processes are 
smoothed out, then you will see 
a faster processing process at the 
airport.”

He said once the ‘land and go’ is 
implemented, people will have 
the access to get in their own ve-
hicle, have someone pick them 
up, and get a taxi.

“We are doing some signifi-
cant improvement at the RLB 
International Airport, and the 

same would be mirrored on 
Nevis.”

Last week, Samuel said that rep-
resentatives from border protec-
tion agencies were considering 
the matter to identify and elimi-
nate processes, where necessary, 
with the objective to speed up 
incoming passenger processing, 
and not to undermine the efforts 
of port surveillance by health 
authorities.

Samuel stated that officials 
would remain vigilant in efforts 
to screen incoming travellers for 
COVID-19.

“Yes, we want changes. Yes, we 
are ready to absorb some more 
risks, but let me just notify you 

of this. We are going to have 
three critical barriers to help us 
in buffering the protection of the 
COVID-19 virus,” he said.

The protective barriers refer-
enced by Samuel include the 
comprehensive verifying pro-
cess for incoming travellers. 
This process involves officials 
from the Ministries of National 
Security, and Health, as well as 
the Department of Immigration 
and Her Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise Department. The second 
tier of defence is the robust port 
health surveillance system that is 
in place. And the third tier of pro-
tection involves the procedures 
of the airlines to scrutinize travel 
and other related documents of 
passengers.

Chairman of the National COVID-19 Task Force, Abdias Samuel

NTA launches new 
promotional video 

and contest
NIA 

The Nevis Tourism Authority 
(NTA) launched a new promotion-
al video on December 08, 2021, 
entitled “Nevis Nice.”

The video produced and distrib-
uted by the NTA, is described as 
one which “delightfully show-
cases the island’s laid-back appeal 
with footage conveying its innate 
beauty and charismatic culture.”

During the inaugural presentation 
of the video, the NTA simultane-
ously launched a competition in-
viting its Facebook and Instagram 
followers to participate, allowing 
them to share their ‘nicest’ Nevis 
memory, whether it’s the people, 
the food, or the sights.

Participants will be entered for 
anything that may have left a 
lasting impression on them for a 
chance to win a special keepsake.

Nevis followers are encouraged to 
share a short video tagging @nev-
isnaturally on Instagram or post a 
photo/video in the comment sec-
tion on Facebook that illustrates 
their favorite Nevisian memory. 
By doing so with the hashtag 

#NevisNice and tagging @nevis-
naturally, followers become auto-
matically eligible to win a curated 
gift bag with Nevisian crafts de-
signed by local artists.

According to the NTA, the contest 
showcases those attributes that 
make a vacation in Nevis a holi-
day to remember.

Three winners will be selected at 
random by the NTA. They will 
be announced on Instagram and 
Facebook on January 07, 2022.

Meantime, Ms. Jadine Yarde, 
NTA’s Chief Executive Officer 
says the contest provides an op-
portunity for their followers to 
celebrate the video’s launch.

“Nevis is an extraordinary desti-
nation with many repeat visitors. 
By having our followers join us in 
celebrating the launch of our new 
promotional video, we are remi-
niscing with those who have vis-
ited us in the past and looking to 
create new memories with future 
visitors.

“We truly enjoy seeing how our 
island’s unique offerings are en-
joyed by so many people from all 
over the world,” she said
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NIA unveils EC$229M budget for 2022 
 No new taxes!

By Monique Washington 

An EC$229 million 2022 budget - one 
that is free of any new taxes, levies or 
fees - was presented this past week by 
the Minister of Finance and Premier 
of Nevis Hon. Mark Brantley.

The Budget address was delivered at 
the Nevis Island Assembly Chambers 
at Hamilton House in Charlestown. 
The Theme was “Recapturing 
the Momentum; Restoring Fiscal 
Sustainability”.

Premier Brantley noted that “the 
budget for the fiscal year 2022 is 
free of any new taxes, levies or fees, 
coupled with a package of incentives 
to stimulate growth and economic 
expansion across all sectors of the 
economy”.

“The Expenditure Budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year 2022 is set 
at $229 million. We have allocated 
the amount of $180.9 million to 
recurrent spending, representing 
79.0 percent of the total budgeted 
expenditure.”

He said that with the projected im-
provements in the global economy 
and the resulting effects on econom-
ic activities on the Island, the NIA  
is projecting to collect $131.4 mil-
lion in Recurrent Revenue, which 
represents a marginal increase of 
2.5 per cent when compared to the 
projected revenue of $128.2 million 
for the fiscal year 2021.

Brantley asserted that the NIA ex-
pects a  Recurrent Revenue to be 
augmented by the remittance of at 
least $45 million from the Federal 
Government, in respect of a share of 
revenue under the CBI Program. 

“Our combined total Recurrent 
Revenue for the upcoming fiscal 
period 2022 is therefore projected 
at $176.4 million, and when com-
pared to the projected Recurrent 
Expenditure of $180.9 million, 
provides a deficit on the recurrent 
budget of $4.5 million. The amount 
of $48.2 million has been allocated 
for the funding of our capital ex-
penditure program. This represents 
a reduction of 22.8 percent, when 
compared to the amount of $62.3 
million that was allocated for the 
fiscal year 2021. 

“This reduction in Capital 
Expenditure is largely due to 
the substantial completion of 
work on a number of large value 

projects such as the Pinney’s Park 
Project and the Alexandra Hospital 
Rehabilitation Project, in addition 
to my Administration’s policy to be 
conservative in our spending over the 
medium term,” he said.

The Finance Minister said that the 
NIA also anticipates that funding for 
the capital budget will comprise of 
grant funding from the Sustainable 
Growth Fund, and from developmen-
tal partners, as well as loans from St. 
Christopher & Nevis Social Security 
Board and other financial institutions. 

“Therefore Mr. President, a summary 
of resources projected to finance our 
2022 expenditure program is outlined 
as follows:
Current Revenue - $131.2 million
Projected minimum Revenues from 
CBI - $45 million
Social Security Loan and other 
Proposed Concessionary Loans - 
$15.3 million
Development Partner Funding and 

other Grant Funding - $1.5 million
Other Financing including increase in 
Overdrafts, additional transfers from 
the Sustainable Growth Fund and sale 
of Government Treasury Bills - $36 
million
The allocations for expenditure for 
the various Ministries are:
 • The Office of the Premier is allo-
cated funding in the amount of $7.7 
million, representing 3.4 percent of 
the total budget.
• The Ministry of Finance is allocated 
funding in the amount of $82.8 mil-
lion, representing 36.3 percent of the 
total budget.
• The Ministry of Communications 
and Works is allocated funding in the 
amount of $32.4 million, representing 
14.2 percent of the total budget.
• The Ministry of Agriculture et al is 
allocated funding in the amount of 
$12.6 million, representing 5.5 per-
cent of the total budget.
• The Ministry of Health and Gender 
Affairs is allocated funding in the 

amount of $34.0 million, represent-
ing 14.9 percent of the total budget.
• The Ministry of Tourism is allo-
cated funding in the amount of $5.2 
million, representing 2.3 percent of 
the total budget.
• The Ministry of Education, Library 
Services and Information Technology 
is allocated funding in the amount of 
$33.7 million, representing 14.8 per-
cent of the total budget.
• The Ministry of Social 
Development, Culture, Youths and 
Sports is allocated funding in the 
amount of $15.7 million, represent-
ing 6.9 percent of the total budget. 
Brantley pointed out that annual 
budgets are “merely projections” for 
revenue and expenditure, based on 
the level of economic activity and 
resource availability.

“The extent to which we roll out ex-
penditure will naturally depend on 
our ability to access funding, espe-
cially for executing the programs as 
outlined in our capital expenditure 
budget,” he said.

Premier of Nevis, Mark Brantley, presenting the 2022 NIA budget

Brandy-Williams: Alexandra 
Hospital under budget so far

Wards, pharmacy and rest area to be added to new building
By Monique Washington 

The now four-year-old 
Alexandra Hospital ex-
pansion project is cur-
rently almost $5M under 
budget, this is accord-
ing to Junior Minister 
of Health, Hon. Hazel 
Brandy-Williams.

The project began in 
2017 and is jointly 
funded by the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Fund, a loan from Social 
Security, and the NIA.

On Wednesday, dur-
ing Brandy-Williams’s 
presentation at the 2022 
Nevis Island Assembly 
Budget, she revealed 
that thus far $14.218 
million out of the $19 
million allocated for 
this project has been 
spent.

“My figures from the 
persons at Finance, 
as well as the Project 
Manager is showing is 
that the amount paid 
out to contractors and 
sub-contractors so far 
amounted to $6.853 
million. There is an 
additional amount of 
another $6.218 mil-
lion remaining for 
the contractors and 
sub-contractors, and 
this amount includes 
variation. Based on the 

figures I have been giv-
en, we have now used 
$14.218 million out of 
the $19 million allo-
cated for this project. It 
means then that we are 
still under budget.

“There has been a lot 
of song and dance 
about the project up at 
Alexandra, but the proj-
ect is not a house. It is 

not a warehouse where 
you throw up the walls 
and you put the roof on 
top of it, this is a tech-
nical building. This is a 
hospital. And because 
we want to utilize this 
building for the next 50, 
60, 70 years, we must 
do what is necessary to 
get it right,” she said.

She noted that the 

project has been “a little 
delayed”. 

“We have to consider 
the pandemic as part 
of the problem why 
this project has been 
delayed. 

“Secondly, we have 
been in direct con-
sultation with per-
sons, international 

persons, who have 
built hospitals. 

They have been guid-
ing us. And when we 
got the consultants 
from PAHO (Pan 
American Health 
Organization), they 
said to us that we had 
so much space that we 
could almost fit the 
original building into 

the new building,” she 
added. 

Brandy-Williams re-
vealed that as a result 
the original internal 
layout had to be re-
structured, which would 
have caused a greater 
delay in the completion 
of the building.

 “That takes time. We 
have to get it right.”

She explained that be-
cause of the extra space 
the new building has, 
wards and other rooms 
will be added.

“The initial building 
should have housed a 
paediatric ward, radiol-
ogy, lab, physiotherapy, 
first class state of the 
art operating theatres/
suites, dialysis room 
and medical records. 
With the revised plan, 
you now add a phar-
macy, maternity ward, 
surgical ward, confer-
ence room, and rest area 
for doctors and nurses.” 

The completion of the 
hospital is still months 
away, but Brandy–
Williams said assuredly 
that “when this is com-
pleted, it is something 
that all of us will be very 
proud of. We will now 
have a state-of-the-art 
hospital in little Nevis.”

Junior Minister of Health, Hazel Brandy-Williams, says the Alexandra Hospital expansion project is currently under 
budget
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Vacancy
Laborer at New River

Contact: 669-8320

APSARAS NEVIS LTD IS HIR-
ING EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

Skills Needed:
Bilingual, Familiar with 
Virtual Office Operation

Email: vgm.nevis@apsarasgroup.co.uk

LYNETTE'S SEWING CENTER 
Sewing Machine Operator Vacancy
Must be able to sew professionally 

1869-667-0067

TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT POSITION AVAILABLE

CALL: 465-2887
Email: rawlingslawchambers@gmail.com

CIBC FIRST CARIBBEAN

Vehicle for Sale
Vehicle may be viewed at CIBC 
FirstCaribbean, Basseterre St. Kitts.

Vehicle is sold “as is, where is.”

Kindly submit sealed bids to CIBC 
FirstCaribbean, Basseterre St. 
Kitts by December 11, 2021.

For more information con-
tact CIBC FirstCaribbean at 1 
(246)467-2960 Ext 7319

2017 Nissan Frontier Pick-up

WANTED

Speech Therapy
Spanish & English
Contact: 660-5010

Vida Liquor & Cigar Lounge Nevis

Position Cigar Expert
764-0737

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Amelia Chiveton (The Olive Tree)
Now residing in Brown Hill in the town or 
Village of St John do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on  17th
Day of December 2021  next to District 
Magistrate At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor  
Licence in respect of my Premises in  Nelsons 
Spring in ST Thomas Parish
Dated this 17th day of November 2021

Signed: A. Chiverton

Record cruise ships 
welcomed since 2020

By Loshaun Dixon

Port Zante was busy on 
Tuesday after welcoming 
four cruise ships simultane-
ously for the first time since 
the sector reopened following 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

In a ceremony to mark the 
occasion, Tourism Minister 
Lindsay Grant congratulated 
the team from his Ministry, 
and the St Kitts Tourism 
Authority (SKTA).

“We have done a tremendous 
amount of work over the last 
18 months to get where we 
are today. I want to thank 
them for their commitment 
and dedication, and the coun-
try at large, for the all-of-so-
ciety approach getting to us 

where we are, at 80 percent 
vaccination and able to, for 
the first time since 2020, wel-
come four ships to St Kitts 
and Nevis.”

The Celebrity Apex, 
Celebrity Equinox, Celebrity 
Constellation and AIDA 
Luna, visited St Kitts, in what 
Grant described as “a tre-
mendous day for St Kitts and 
Nevis”. 

“We have been planning this 
for the last 18 months, put-
ting everything in place to 
make sure that when the day 
comes as it has today, we are 
more than ready to welcome 
the thousands of visitors that 
are here today.”

He said that November 
was a good month, and for 
December, they will welcome 

62 ships 

“I think it is going to be a 
fantastic December - not for 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
not for the SKTA, but for the 
people of St Kitts and Nevis 
- as we try again to reach as 
close as possible to the 1.1 
million passengers as we did 
in 2017 and 2018.”

Speaking to protocols, Grant 
said the government was well 
on the way to opening up St 
Kitts and Nevis, when along 
came the Omicron variant to 
slow those expectations.

“Then we had to pull back 
a bit. I am expecting in the 
next seven to 10 days we 
would have an easing of the 
protocols.”

He said they are prepared for 

a busy December.

“We are very well prepared 
for this. We have left noth-
ing to chance to make sure 
the visitors are safe, and the 
country at large is safe. We 
expect we are going to get 
hitches here and there, but 
I have a hardworking team 
that will rise to the chal-
lenge when necessary.”

Grant added that they 
would like to get back 
to previous numbers, but 
won’t achieve it this sea-
son or next.

“The issue is not the num-
bers because we have a 
capacity. We don’t want to 
get beyond because of our 
limited resources.”

He said they are hoping to 

get close to 300,000.

Addressing booking issues 
that have been affecting in-
dependent tour operators, 
Grant said the cruise lines 
were not suitably informing 
the passengers.

“I don’t know if it was mis-
communication or deliber-
ate, but yes, we recognise 
that the information going to 
the passengers on the ships 
was not exactly what we had 
indicated to them was the 
case.

“We have since then, on more 
than one occasion, written to 
each and every single cruise 
line, to indicate to them that 
that is not the position, and 
that they must communicate 
the information properly to 
their visitors.”

Port Zante was busy on Tuesday after welcoming four cruise ships simultaneously

LIQUOR LICENCES ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police
I, Darren E Maynard
Now residing in Brazier’s Estate in   
St John Parish do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on  
……………………………….
Day of ………………………………… next 
to the District Magistrate At Charlestown for a 
Retail Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Long Point Road  Street in St John 
Parish
Dated this 10th day of December 2021.
Signed: Darren Maynard

Vacancy
Flavors Plus Resturant

Requires a Chef
Specializes in Indian & Chinese Cuisine, 

(curries, tandoor and snacks)
with a minimum of 10 years experience

Contact: 662-9736
Email: livrosy12@hotmail.com



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 10th, 2021 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 10th, 2021LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:12 Page:13ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

CMYKCMYK

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 10th, 2021 NewSPage:12

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CoNCEPT To
CrEaTioN

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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No U-turn on Carnival vaccination policy
By Loshaun Dixon

The National Carnival 
Committee has not re-
versed the decision to 
have only vaccinated 
participants involved 
for Sugar Mas 50, that is 
according to Minister of 
Culture, Jonel Powell, 
who was at the time re-
sponding to one media 
house’s claims that the 
Committee had made 
a U-turn on its vaccine 
policy.

“That information is in-
correct and the Carnival 
Committee maintains 
its position...”

Giving the rationale for 
the policy, Powell said 
it was consistent with 
what the cabinet has 
been preaching. 

“It is consistent with 
decisions taken by the 
National COVID-19 
Task Force. Based on 

the current COVID-19 
pandemic, and how it 
has affected not just 
St Kitts and Nevis but 
the entire world, we 
have taken the deci-
sion whereby only vac-
cinated persons would 
participate in official 
Carnival events.”

He said the aim is to 
keep people as safe 
as possible, while at 
the same time allow-
ing them to have mass 
events, and events of 
mass gatherings, in a 
safe and healthy way. 

“The reality is we have 
been fortunate enough 
to have a considerably 
high vaccination rate, 
and so we can have 
these events.

“The Carnival 
Committee, being an 
arm of the government, 
are not going to use the 
worst standard; we are 
going to use the gold 

standard - that being 
fully vaccinated per-
sons.” He noted that it 
would not be feasible to 
have separate shows for 
vaccinated and unvac-
cinated participants.

“That means having 
two shows and two 
separate costs, but at 
the end of the day the 
status quo remains. We 
have made the decision 
and we all have deci-
sions to make in life...
and based on the deci-
sions we make, we will 
have to live with the 
consequences.

“I understand the dis-
appointment of those 
who are not able to 
participate, but that 
is their choice not to 
participate. These are 
the rules, these are the 
criteria. It is a competi-
tion and this is what is 
required to enter.”

Powell hoped those who are unvaccinated 
would consider taking 
the jab in order to pro-
tect themselves.

“I am hoping they use 
the time to reflect on 
their decision not just to 
participate in a Calypso 
show, but to think about 
what it means to be vac-
cinated in the world we 
live in today.

“I don’t see our decision 
as being hard-lined, it is 
a decision which is con-
sistent with the policy 
that is being implement-
ed across our country. It 
is implemented in regu-
lations by which we 
govern, as we are still 
in a state of emergency. 
It is implemented by 
governments in the re-
gion, as well as further 
afield.”

Powell’s comments 
come days after he 
opened Sugar Mas 50, 
during a ceremony that 
highlighted some of the 
important aspects of the 
50 years of National 
Carnival.

“50 years after being na-
tionalized and after wit-
nessing the downturn 
economically, socially 

and physically mainly 
due to the global pan-
demic, it was doubtful 
that the 50th anniversa-
ry of Sugar Mas would 
be a reality. However, in 
true Kittitian resilience 
and ingenuity, we are 
bringing fun, vibe and 
energy as we celebrate 
Carnival’s Golden 
Jubilee,” Powell said at 
the opening.

He pointed out that five 
decades of anything is 
a very significant mile-
stone, and noted that 
Sugar Mas remains 
relevant when other 
Carnivals are being 
cancelled

“We should applaud 
and honour the fact that 
St Kitts and Nevis is 
able in this present cli-
mate to host its National 
Carnival for the second 
year running. Sugar 
Mas is the saving grace 
for Carnivals in the 
region.”

Powell also hailed Chair 
of the National Carnival 
Committee Shannon 
Hawley for her work to 
put on the Sugar Mas 
Celebrations

The National Carnival 

Committee and the 
Ministry of Culture also 
recognized Winston 
Conse Edwards for his 
work in broadcasting 
and Calypso, and Nigel 
‘Numpy’ Williams for 
his contribution in mu-
sic, as Carnival Grand 
Marshalls for Sugar 
Mas 50

Hawley emphasized 
that due to the pan-
demic, the St Kitts 
and Nevis Carnival 
Committee, without 
hesitation, adopted in-
novative measures and 
“curtailed the Carnival 
package to meet this 
new era dynamic of 
virtualization”.

She said Sugar Mas 
49 attracted a new re-
gional and international 
audience.

“The National Carnival 
Committee is dedicated 
to delivering another 
spectacular and trend-
setting carnival experi-
ence to carnival lovers. 
Sugar Mas 50 will build 
on last year’s success-
ful virtual production, 
and we are elated to 
welcome back a live 
audience.”

DOA aims at 
increasing cattle 

through innovation 
By Monique Washington 

Livestock farmers on 
Nevis are being given 
the opportunity to in-
crease their cattle herds 
and improve the ge-
netics of the animals, 
via the Department of 
Agriculture (DOA)’s 
auction.

The auction will be 
held today (Friday) 
December 10, 2021, 
from 8 a.m.  at the 
Maddens Stock Farm, 
where a total of 15 
calves will be auctioned.

The Observer spoke with 
Director of Agriculture 
on Nevis, Randy Elliott, 
who noted that this is 
the first time that the 
Department will be 
hosting an auction of 

this kind.

“Every year, twice a 
year, we would have a 
sale of livestock, but 
what we have noticed is 
that sometimes a num-
ber of livestock farmers 
would want to buy the 
same animal. So, who 
will get it? We have 
now decided, instead of 
doing a sale, we will be 
doing an auction,” he 
said .

He noted that the gov-
ernment’s cattle herd 
currently stands at about 
90 head, but an expan-
sion of the Madden pad-
dock will be completed 
soon, and the DOA herd 
will be increased to 150.

He explained that the 
auction is open to live-
stock farmers in an 

effort to improve the 
genetics of cattle on 
Nevis.

“Most of the cattle on 
Nevis are creole, or 
mixed breed. So, by of-
fering to farmers these 
breeds - Red Angus, 
Brown Angus, and pure 
bred Senepol calves - 
we will be improving 
the genetics of cattle on 
the island.  These breeds 
grow faster; they are 
bigger.”

Meanwhile, Livestock 
Extension Officer in 
Agriculture with respon-
sibility for Production 
on the Maddens Stock 
Farm, Rohan Claxton, 
said cattle that will be 
sold are six-month-old 
calves.

“We will be having on 

sale the Red Angus, 
the Brown Angus, and 
pure bred Senepol 
calves. “Why did we 
choose these races? 
Angus is well known 
around the world as a 
beef producer; grows 
really fast, and the 

genetics are very, very 
excellent.

“The marbling of the 
meat is very good. The 
texture of the meat 
is very good. This is 
why we are introduc-
ing this breed, so that 

it can grow quickly to 
reach market weight. 
We are inviting ev-
eryone to come on 
out. Fifteen hundred 
dollars is the starting 
price, so come on out 
and give us your sup-
port,” he urged.

Director of Agriculture on Nevis, Randy Elliott

Minister of Culture, Jonel Powell
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NHLDC praised for “great initiative”
By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation (NHLDC) 
recently broke ground 
for the third phase 
of the Cedar View 
Housing Development 
in Madden’s St. James 
- the last of its kind to 
commence in 2021, and 
there has been praise 
from a potential home-
owner for the “great 
initiative”.

“I want to give props 
and accommodation 
to the Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
Corporation for this 
great initiative, for not 
only creating phase one 
and phase two, but now 
we have phase three. 

“It shows the promise 
and the commitment 
kept to the people of St 
James,” said Constance 
Herbert-Francis, as she 

expressed her gratitude 
to the NHLDC for giv-
ing her the opportunity 
to become a first-time 
homeowner.

“ H o m e o w n e r s h i p 
brings intangible bene-
fits such as a sense of sta-
bility, accomplishment, 

a sense of belongingness 
to a community and the 
pride of ownership.

“The overall cost to 
homeowners compared 
to renting is higher. 
However, the pride and 
joy of owning your own 
home are awesome. I 

know that owning a 
home will come with 
additional expenses of 
course. 

Such as property taxes, 
homeowner insurance, 
just to name a few, 
but at the end of the 
day, your home is your 

own,” Herbert-Francis 
proudly stated. 

Chairman of NHLDC, 
Hon. Alexis Jeffers, 
pointed out that the in-
vestment in one house 
has tremendous impli-
cations for the economy. 

“When you start the 
surveyor makes some 
money, the person who 
clears the land makes 
money, the equipment 
owners make money, the 
banks make money, the 
suppliers of construction 
material make money, 
the contractors and sub-
contractors make mon-
ey, and even someone 
who comes along to do 
the landscaping eventu-
ally makes money. 

“So money is being 
made from one lot that 
is 5,712 square feet and 
there’s a rippling effect 
throughout the econ-
omy, where everyone 
makes a dollar from one 

investment, and that is 
the importance of hous-
ing to the economy of 
Nevis,” he remarked.

Jeffers congratulated all 
of the potential home-
owners “every success 
and happiness in their 
new community” and 
noted that more homes 
are coming to other 
communities as early as 
January 2022.

The Cedar View Housing 
Development, which 
comprises 38 lots rang-
ing in size from 5,712 
to 6,684 square feet over 
5.4 acres, joins other 
existing ventures of the 
NHLDC, including Bay 
View Gardens Housing 
Development at Rices, 
Gingerland, Mountain 
Crest Residences on 
Craddock Road, Sugar 
Mill Residences in 
Hamilton Estate, and 
Chimney Crescent 
Housing Development 
at Low Ground Estate.

Potential homeowner Constance Herbert-Francis

Big Guns into Soca Monarch Finals
Now that the Elimination process is over, the 
stage has been cleared for what undoubtedly will 
be one of the most competitive Soca Monarch 
Competitions ever to be staged for the Sugar 
Mas carnival in St. Kitts & Nevis.

Given the high quality of music being offered by 
the artistes, many fans are already predicting that 
the Soca Monarch bacchanal will be one for the 
record books.

The final rosters, for the Groovy and Power cat-
egories, include some of the country’s top guns 
who have reserved their places in the grand fi-
nal show, scheduled for Carnival Village on 
Thursday, 23rd December.

Former Groovy Soca Monarch, Nicha B, de-
livered a credible performance to close off the 
night on 295 points, taking an early lead, with 

his song, We Miss That.

Joining Nicha B in the Groovy Finals will be Ny Ny, 
(Big Batty Party-290 points); Jazbo & Tobap, (Want 
Back De Sugar-289 pts); KO, (Home Drum-284 pts); 
Blade, (Night & Day-271 pts); Mr. Hype, (Marry 
You-270 pts); Dejour, (Miss De Fete-260 pts).

The reigning Monarch is Rucas H.E.

The battle for supremacy in the Power Category will 
also see the clash of these top names. 

However, due to a tie for seventh place at the 
Eliminations, the Carnival Committee has decided to 
include both artistes. This means that the Power seg-
ment will have nine (9) finalists.

These include Tbone who picked up the most points 
on Saturday night, (296), to take bragging rights in the 

category, heading into the finals. His song was titled 
Task Force.

The finalists are:
Tbone, (Task Force-296 pts)
Mr. Hype, (Bubble-293 pts)
Takeover & Infamus, (Golden Memories-289 pts)
Pino & Blade, (Freedom Jungle-283 pts)
KO (Mash Up-277 pts)
Dejour (Alpha-265 pts)
Barry C (Pushing On-261 pts)
Stadics (Touch Down-261)
Nicha B (254-Pts)
The reigning Power Soca King, Mr. Bagnal, who is cur-
rently overseas, will not be competing this year.
Sugar Mas 50: Fun, Vibe, Energy!
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Calypso 
Eliminations 

on for 
weekend

Twenty-one (21) ca-
lypsonians have been 
confirmed for this 
weekend’s Senior 
Calypso Eliminations 
that will be held at 
the Carnival Village 
on Victoria Road, 
Basseterre, at 8:00 
p.m., according to the 
Co-Chair of the orga-
nizing committee.

Among them will 
be four former 
Monarchs, in the 
persons of Socrates, 
Miss Independent, 
Craig and Astro. 

However, the man 
who has been given 
the responsibility to 
open the proceedings 
and will be first on 
stage on Friday, 19th 
December, is Murray.

This year, unlike 
previous years, there 
will be no Semi-
Finals. This means 
that the artistes will 
be vying for one of 
the seven spots avail-
able in the Finals, 
which is slated for 
30th December.

Those listed to per-
form and have al-
ready selected their 
appearance numbers, 

are:
Craig
Diva
Socrates
Miss Independent
Hollywood
Irvin
Takeover
Lady Gemm
Carens
Lord Matt
Lala
Murray
Quantash
Awesome navigator
Alamoulu
Lord Kut
Payne
P-au-u-la
Kibi
Astro
Honesty

They will be trying to 
dethrone the defending 
Monarch, Queeny G, 
who captured the crown 
for the first time in 2020.

The Calypso 
Competition is one of 
the major events tak-
ing place for the 50th 
Anniversary of carnival 
in St. Kitts & Nevis.
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