
The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

CM Y K

Friday, December 31st, 2021 I ssu e # 14 19

PM HARRIS IS 2021 
PERSON OF THE YEAR

S T O R Y  O N  P A G E  5
KITTITIAN TRIO RECOUNTS 
BOLLYWOOD EXPERIENCE

DR. LAWS: OMICRON 
VARIANT IS HERE!

NEKIRAH NICHOLLS 
CROWNED NEW MISS SKN

STORY ON PAGE 3...

STORY ON PAGE 13...

STORY ON PAGE 2 ...



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 31st, 2021 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 2

Fire truck breaks 
down at VAIA on 
Christmas Day 

By Monique Washington 

The fi re truck at the Vance Amory International Airport (VAIA) broke down on 
Christmas Day, but was quickly replaced to ensure the airport could continue 
operations.

This was confi rmed by Fire Chief Garfi eld Hodge. 

The Fire Tender at the New Castle Fire Hall at the VAIA is strictly desig-
nated for Class D fi res or aerodrome fi res. The Observer understands that that 
the Nevis Air and Seaport Authority (NASPA) owns two fi re tenders, both of 
which are now non-operational. One of the fi re tenders is said to be over 30 
years old.

“This truck is the last of two appliances. The fi rst is long gone and is beyond 
condemnation. To repair them will cost more than getting a new one. We had a 
truck in reserve at the RLB (Robert L Bradshaw International Airport) that we 
were able to send over. The two engines that were at VAIA are not the respon-
sibility of the St Kitts and Nevis Fire and Rescue Services, but the responsibil-
ity of NASPA. We only operate them,” Hodge explained to The Observer.

He disclosed that there is a new truck “in the pipeline”, but this new truck will 
remain in St Kitts (RLB), while a “fairly used one” will be sent over to Nevis.

“The Federal Government purchased a new fi re tender that will be stationed 
at the RLB, while one fairly used 4x4 truck…just about two years old, will be 
sent over to VAIA. It should be here by February 2022.” 

Hodge noted that the reason why the new truck will be stationed at RLB, is 
because St Kitts has a bigger capacity as it relates to air traffi  c.

“We have recommended that passenger planes with more than nine passengers 
be routed to RLB, and cargo planes bigger than a feeder (DHL or Fed Ex) with 
the propeller to the front, be sent to RLB. That is for the safety of the passen-
gers, captain and staff  at the airports,” he advised.

Hodge emphasized that a Fire Tender should be stationed at every airport to 
avoid breaking aviation regulations which may result in the closure of the 
airport. 

Nekirah Nicholls 
is new Miss St. 

Kitts & Nevis

After months of preparation there is 
a new National Carnival Queen, with 
26-year-old Nekirah Nicholls taking her 
place in pageant history on Wednesday 
during Sugar Mas 50 festivities.

Hosted at the St. Kitts Marriott 
Recreational Centre in Frigate Bay, 
many felt that the judges got it right 
when they declared Nicholls as the new 
Miss St. Kitts & Nevis.

The decision was favourably accepted 
by a cheering audience.

Nicholls, who was sponsored by 
National Caribbean Insurance, was im-
pressive and consistent in her appearanc-
es, and amassed 1158 points, compared 
to the 1089 and 928 points secured by 
her closest rivals.

On her way to coronation, she copped 
the awards for fi ve of the six judged 
segments, namely Best Interview, Best 
Swimsuit, Best Talent, Best Question & 
Answer and Best Evening Gown.

The new queen, who holds a Master’s 
Degree in Finance, also took home the 
consolation prizes for Miss Photogenic, 
Most Popular Contestant Online and 
winner of the Runway Challenge,.

First Runner-up was Kahnein 
Blanchette, sponsored by the St. Kitts-
Nevis-Anguilla National Bank and 
Second Runner-up, Saskia Evans, spon-
sored by The Cable. 

Blanchette was the winner of the Best 
National Pride segment, with 175 points.

With her charming personality, Harsha 

Parmanand copped Miss Amity as well 
as the Best Platform Development - The 
interaction of Non-nationals into lo-
cal societies.

The prizes were awarded as follows:

Queen - Miss National Caribbean 
Insurance, Nekirah Nicholls (1158 
points)
1st Runner Up - Miss St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank, Kahnein 
Blanchette (1089 points)
2nd Runner Up - Miss Cable, Saskia 
Evans (928 points)
Best Question & Answer - Nekirah 
Nicholls ( 184 points)
Best Interview - Nekirah Nicholls 
(191 points)
Best Swimsuit - Nekirah Nicholls 
(214 points)
Best Talent - Nekirah Nicholls (209 
points)
Best National Pride – Kahnein 
Blanchette (175 points)
Best Evening Gown - Nekirah 
Nicholls
Miss Photogenic - Nekirah Nicholls 
Miss Amity - Harsha Parmanand
Winner of Runway Challenge - 
Nekirah Nicholls 
Most Popular Contestant Online - 
Nekirah Nicholls 
Best Platform Development- Harsha 
Parmanand
Best National Dress Designer - 
Chandy Lewis

National Carnival Queen Nekirah Nicholls is fl anked by 1st Runner Up Kahnein Blan-
chette (L) and 2nd Runner Up Saskia Evans 
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Bollywood Calling: Three Kittitians 
feature in Indian film ‘83’

By Loshaun Dixon

Three cricketers from 
St Kitts are featured in a 
Bollywood movie dubbed 
‘83’ that was released on 
December 24, and have 
recounted their experi-
ence working on the film.

‘83’ is a 2021 Indian sports 
drama film directed by 
Kabir Khan and produced 
by Deepika Padukone, 
based on the India na-
tional cricket team led by 
Kapil Dev, which won the 
1983 Cricket World Cup. 

The film’s story and dia-
logues were co-written 
by Khan, along with 
Sanjay Puran Singh 
Chauhan, Vasan Bala 
and Sumit Arora. It stars 
Ranveer Singh as Dev 
and Padukone as Romi 
Bhatia, Dev’s wife, fea-
turing an ensemble cast 
of Pankaj Tripathi, Tahir 
Raj Bhasin, Jiiva, Saqib 
Saleem, Jatin Sarna, 
Chirag Patil, Dinker 
Sharma, Nishant Dahiya, 
Harrdy Sandhu, Sahil 
Khattar, Ammy Virk, 
Adinath Kothare, Dhairya 
Karwa and R Badree. 

The trio comprised 
Jacques Taylor (who 
played Sir Vivian 
Richards), Sheeno 
Berridge who portrayed 
Sir Andy Roberts, and 
Orson Nurse who fea-
tured as Sir Clive Lloyd.

Speaking exclusively with 
The Observer, they all ex-
plained their thoughts on 
the final outcome.

Taylor said he was still 
“blown away by it” and 
“lost for words”.

“To be honest, I can’t ex-
plain the feeling, it has not 
hit me yet.”

Nurse said he has already 
seen it three times now. 

“I think I am further along 
the line in the transition of 
feeling… it has sunk in a 
little bit. It is surreal. It is 
not the first time seeing 

myself on film, but is the 
first time seeing myself 
on a cinema screen.”

Berridge said it was “an 
amazing feeling”, but 
can’t even explain how 
he feels, because “it is a 
shock seeing yourself on 
such a big screen. The 
production of it is really 
nice”.

They also disclosed how 
they received the oppor-
tunity, with Berridge and 
Taylor meeting with a 
casting agent who came 
to St Kitts in 2018, and 
they auditioned for roles. 
Nurse, who resides in 
England, said he got in 
Nottinghamshire, and had 
to go through “vigorous 
testing, some interviews 
and some net sessions”. 

Of the three, Nurse was 
the only one who said he 
had any acting experi-
ence, having had parts in 
short films as well as do-
ing modelling. 

“Living out there, I mod-
el, so the transition was 
probably the right transi-
tion. I have done some 
short films and stuff like 
that before, but this is my 
first movie premiere and 
first big production.”

Addressing the intricacies 

of acting out cricket, they 
all admitted having chal-
lenges playing their indi-
vidual roles.

Taylor said the most dif-
ficult part was “copying 
someone’s batting style, 
and actually getting it 
down packed; the shots 
I needed to play for the 
scenes”. 

“The hardest shot I had to 
play was hitting across the 
line. It took some time to 
get adjusted to it… I did 
not have to focus on man-
nerisms as much, because 
I am somewhat similar to 
Viv in demeanour, so that 
was very natural.”

Berridge said the cricket 
section was easy, but 
copying Roberts’ style 
and attitude was diffi-
cult.  “I had to do some 
research, that was the dif-
ficult part… playing the 
role the way he used to 
do.”

Nurse indicated that his 
natural demeanour was 
the opposite of Lloyd, so 
there was an adjustment 
that was needed.

“For me, I am a very loud 
character…whereas Clive 
Lloyd was more subdued. 
He was more that leader 
who stands and looks and 

works out everything. We 
both bat left-handed and 
our stances were different. 
He had a much straighter 
stance, and my stance was 
bent at the knees, so I had 
to change my whole bat-
ting stance. Certain shots 
that I play, he played dif-
ferently, so I had to train 
to make sure the shot that 
he played was exactly like 
it. Everything was done to 
the finer details, there was 
no stone left unturned.”

The trio also revealed 
they were lucky to meet 
the legends they por-
trayed during the movies.

Nurse said he met Lloyd 
when he came on set one 
day. 

“We sat down, had lunch 
together, and I was able 
to get into his soul per se. 
I have watched and have 
heard, and then got the 
opportunity to absorb, and 
it gave me the confidence 
that what he had seen so 
far looked like him.”

Taylor noted that he met 
Viv Richards at an event 
“and I spent 30 minutes 
talking with him and tak-
ing a few pictures”. 

“Being around him, he 
is a very intense charac-
ter.” Berridge said he met 

Andy Roberts in Antigua 
after filming the movie, 
and had a little discussion 
about the movie. 

“He was happy when I 
told him I am the guy 
that acted as him, and he 
started laughing, because 
he said I did not look like 
him. I actually showed 
him the picture, and he 
said he could now see it.”

Speaking to resemblance 
to the cricketers, the trio 
at first saw none of it in 
their characters, but saw it 
during the filming.

Nurse said his cricketing 
style was similar, but in 
terms of looks he could 
not see it. “When I was 
playing cricket my friends 
would call me ‘Lloydie’ 
for certain things I used to 
do. When the production 
was put together, in terms 
of putting on a wig and 
glasses, I was like ‘is this 
guy my father?’”

Berridge added that he did 
not think he looked like 
Roberts, but the make-up 
team “did a hell of a task 
to get me to look like him; 
they did a brilliant job”.

Taylor, on the other hand, 
said he found it hard to 
see himself as Sir Viv, but 
when he got the opportu-
nity to look at his younger 
pictures, he started to see 
the resemblance. He said 
people in England even 
asked if they were related.

Working with the Indian 
movie stars, they said they 
were “very chill, down to 
earth characters”. 

Berridge said, “They en-
joyed being around us 
more than we expected. 
They left their huts and 
built a vibe with us. They 
liked our culture and 
the way we dance and 
so on. They enjoyed the 
dominoes; they never 
knew how to play but we 
showed them and they en-
joyed it.”

Nurse said working with 
them gave him “friends 

for life”. 

“I could pick up my 
phone and call these stars, 
that is how close we are.”

They also recounted what 
a normal filming day was 
like for them, noting that 
they would leave the hotel 
at 5:30 in the morning and 
get back at 11 at night, and 
do it all over again for two 
weeks when they were 
trying to film the World 
Cup scenes together. 

“Hot sun, sweaters, wigs, 
that was the toughest part 
to the film,” Nurse said.

They noted their entire 
filming was about three 
months, while the film 
took about one year to 
complete.

Last Sunday there was a 
local showing of the mov-
ie that was quickly sold 
out, with members of the 
Indian community taking 
the opportunity to see it.

“A lot of locals did not 
get to see it, because they 
did not get the opportu-
nity to… the Indians here 
bought all the tickets. 
They were never going to 
miss that. We are trying to 
see what we can do to get 
the public to get to see it,” 
Nurse said. 

Berridge said the public 
response to them being 
featured in the film has 
gone down well.

Taylor said, “I have been 
getting good feedback. A 
lot of people have been 
saying they are proud of 
me, especially coming 
from my community it is 
pleasing.

Berridge said he feels 
people do not under-
stand how big it is, “but 
there are those who can’t 
wait to see this movie. 
I hope locals can get an 
opportunity”.

Speaking to more acting 
gigs, the trio said they 
were open to take advan-
tage of any opportunity.

From L to R: Jacques Taylor, Orson Nurse (white flop hat and spectacles) and Sheeno 
Berridge. At centre is Guyanese cricketer Tagenarine Chanderpaul, who plays the role 

of Larry Gomes.
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Let us seek 
positivity in 2022

Given the selfless sacrifices made by the citizens and residents of our Federation 
in the year that has now concluded, we at The Observer believe that such ad-
mirable discipline and fortitude is a portent of good things to come, as a new 
year dawns. Let us seek positivity in 2022.

It obviously has not been easy for any of us in 2021; the daunting challenges 
have been life-altering in many cases. The loss of lives as a result of the ongo-
ing pandemic has brought sobering perspective to an otherwise freewheeling 
world.

We have been compelled to, in many cases, see the errors of our ways. There 
has been an abundance of contrition, forgiveness, and a fair degree of mean-
ingful introspection.

Things are not the way they used to be, and maybe never will be, in terms of 
unbridled social freedom, but there have been efforts to lessen the draining 
effects of confinement and health-related uncertainties.

There is one thing for certain that has given us hope, and that is the indomi-
table spirit of a people who have endured hardship in days gone by, and have 
emerged even stronger than before.

The maturity of the nation’s leadership has provided the fulcrum for the confi-
dence being displayed, and that is required in such circumstances.

Irrespective of the challenges, there has been a firm and steady hand at the 
wheel, and that hand has been guided by an unwavering belief that a greater 
power watches over and protects us at every point in time.

Every source of upliftment that has come our way in 2021 has been duly given 
thanks for. Nothing has been taken for granted.

Our Prime Minister publicly acknowledges that without divine intervention 
our existence would be meaningless. Such humility is priceless. Continuing 
along that path can only be of positive consequence.

And when we speak of “good things to come”, we base such optimism on the 
bold steps taken by the government to heavily invest in the people. 

It has not just been talk. There has been action. The recent commitment of 
EC$952.2 million for the coming fiscal year is proof positive that no stone will 
be left unturned.

This tiny, but proudly independent nation is prepared to fight above its weight 
class; to be a regional heavyweight. We must continue to command the respect 
of those with whom we interact at all levels.

Let us tangibly support those who genuinely have our best interests at heart.

Let us constructively criticize and call a spade a spade when necessary.

Let us avoid conflict without reason.

Let us act responsibly.

Let us protect each other from undue harm and infirmity. 

Let us pray for the wellbeing of our hard-working leaders, all our citizens and 
residents.

Let us lift our heads and stride confidently into the new year.

Let us pray that 2022 holds all that is positive for us, and that our federation 
continues to be richly blessed.

A Happy New Year to all!

Leading UK 
Magazine 

“Weddings & 
Honeymoons” 
features Nevis

By Monique Washington 

“Breathtaking beaches, aquamarine wa-
ters, undulating landscape” were some 
of the reasons that honeymooners chose 
Nevis for their stay, according to 
leading UK magazine “Weddings & 
Honeymoons”. 

The island was featured in a recent 
edition. According to the article, “The 
easy-going spirit of the Caribbean 
lifestyle breathes into all four corners 
of Nevis Island. 

This vibrant destination is the smaller 
of the two islands that make up the 
nation of Saint Kitts and Nevis. 
Honeymooners come to Nevis for 
its breathtaking beaches, aquama-
rine waters and undulating landscape 
that is favourable for all kinds of 
adventure.”

The Nevis Tourism Authority (NTA) 
through a press release said that it 
“continues to drive strong interna-
tional media coverage in key source 
markets to ensure Nevis continues 
to be on the radar when people are 

planning their long-haul vacation”.

The article highlights activities such as 
fishing, mountain biking, hiking and 
scuba diving, plus many more.

“Nevis Peak is also another worthy 
escapade that rewards you with pan-
oramic views of the volcanic landscape. 
Things to do; admire the fragrant flora 
and cascading fountains at the Botanical 
Gardens of Nevis, explore the island’s 
colonial-style capital of Charlestown, 
and take a romantic stroll on Lovers 
Beach’s empty stretch of velvety sands,” 
it reads.

The Four Seasons Resort Nevis is one 
location the article suggests honeymoon-
ers should stay, as it presents “barefoot 
luxury at its finest”.

“Combining traditional Caribbean ele-
ments with all the modern amenities you 
could wish for, this beachfront sanctuary 
will leave you with blissful memories. 
The hotel offers a range of dazzling 
suites and villas, each with direct access 
to private pools and sugar-white sands. 
It’s a timeless 5-star hotel you’ll want to 
come back to year after year.” 
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PERSON OF THE YEAR 2021
Prime Minister Dr. The Hon. 

Timothy Sylvester Harris
A consortium of entities have sponsored the 
naming of Prime Minister Dr. The Hon. Timothy 
Sylvester Harris as the Country’s Person of the 
Year 2021.

The group comprises civil servants, parliamen-
tarians past and present, private entrepreneurs 
and private individuals.

They cited Dr. Harris’s skillful handling of the 
economy since becoming Prime Minister in 
2015, but especially during the perilous past 19 
months of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“His care and concern for every resident of this 
twin-island Federation, his efforts in convincing 
his colleagues to lessons the tax burden on citi-
zens, and also delivering a double salary for civil 
servants when they needed it the most - as cush-
ions to their families that experienced layoffs or 
reduced work hours,”   have seen 57-year-old 
Prime Minister Harris being described as, “our 
perfect leader for these perilous times”.

HANDLING OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS

The Prime Minister’s handling of the Covid-19 
crisis, in particular, has come in for high praise, 
and he has stepped forward at the highest level to 
make representation for not only his country but 
the entire region.

In May, for example, at the ACT-Accelerator 
Facilitation Council Meeting, as the CARICOM 
Head with responsibility for Health, he called for 
a greater response from world leaders and stake-
holders to the global vaccine shortage.

“The approved vaccines are not available through 
COVAX and they are not available for purchase 
at prices we can afford. 

This is not right, that in a world where millions 
of doses of vaccine lie untouched in warehouses 
of some countries, so many of us around the 
world, including my CARICOM region, just 
cannot get enough vaccines to reach herd im-
munity from this terrible disease,” the Prime 
Minister asserted.

He also used the opportunity to highlight the 
rearrangement of allocation to countries and re-
distribution of excess vaccines and vaccines for 
children.

“This is my short-term solution: the reallocation 
of excess vaccines to countries needing them…
The children are suffering from this disease. The 
cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome 
in Children (MIS-C) are alarmingly high in 
CARICOM as we have been tracking this across 
our countries.”

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
recognized the high Covid-19 vaccination 

coverage rate in St. Kitts and Nevis, and credited 
it to very robust implementation strategies. 

Dr. Harris’ role was duly noted.

According to PAHO, “The Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Hon Dr. Timothy Harris played 
a very important role in the rollout and success 
of the program. This was a key strategy in terms 
of people seeing the leader of the Federation 
coming on board.

“He led, advocated, pleaded and he urged.  He 
was always there to provide the necessary sup-
port, financial investment, and human resources, 
he was there at all times, he must be commended 
for the astute and excellent leadership provided.  
One looks toward their leaders in terms of deci-
sion making, he has advanced the benefits of the 
vaccination.” 

TWO STIMULUS PACKAGES

And of course, there were the two stimulus 
packages.

The first stimulus package in total was 

approximately US$44 million, and included 
increased benefits in social safety nets to but-
tress the effects of the pandemic. The Poverty 
Alleviation Programme was further funded and 
benefits were extended to more citizens.

The second stimulus package, announced in 
July, was also designed to help the less fortunate 
better cope with the financial hardship caused 
by COVID-19, and to further stimulate the 
Federation’s economy.

Under the initiative, persons who remain un-
employed since March 2020 as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic were provided $1,000 per 
month, for three months. The stimulus measures 
also included a fuel subsidy of $400 per month 
to passenger bus operators for a period of three 
months and a stipend for households with chil-
dren living with disabilities.

Among other measures in the second stimu-
lus were the waiving of commercial rent for 6 
months (July to December 2021) for small busi-
nesses which lease space from the Government, 

Prime Minister Dr. The Hon. Timothy Sylvester Harris

Cont'd on Page 12
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ECCU growth set to accelerate in 2022
By Loshaun Dixon 

Growth in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) is set to 
accelerate in 2022, ac-
cording to Governor of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB), 
Timothy Antoine.

He said that looking 
ahead to the new year, 
growth in the ECCU is 
expected to quicken as 
the recovery of tourism 
gathers momentum.

rently project the ECCU 
will grow by about 7.0 
per cent next year…The 
ECCB will publish re-
vised growth estimates 
at the end of January 
2022.”

Antoine said in 2022 
the ECCB will push the 
Programme of Action 
for Recovery, Resilience 
and Transformation.

“Key actions include 

boosting food and nu-
trition security; access 
to credit for small busi-
nesses; accelerating 
digital transformation; 
strengthening cyberse-
curity and enhancing 
climate resilience.

“Amidst all the uncer-
tainty presented by the 
pandemic, our Currency 
Union is projected to 

have grown by about 
one per cent following 
a contraction of 17 per 
cent in 2020..”

Antoine said there were 
several achievements at 
the ECCB for which the 
region should be justifi -
ably proud.

“First, our continued 
collaboration with 

banks and other fi nan-
cial institutions to de-
liver the much needed 
and appreciated loan 
repayment deferral 
programme. 

Although some loans 
have graduated or have 
now been restructured, 
there are still about 
6,000 loans valued at 
$1.2 billion benefi tting 

from this programme.”

He said the provision 
of $1M to the provi-
sion of vaccination 
programmes in member 
countries was another 
achievement, as well 
as the launch of the 
award-winning Digital 
Currency DCash -  be-
coming the fi rst curren-
cy union in the world 
to launch a digital 
currency. 

“DCash is now avail-
able in seven of the 
eight countries and we 
anticipate Anguilla in 
2022,” he said.

The ECCB Governor 
said the region was 
spared of any major 
storms, but acknowl-
edged the volcanic 
eruptions in St Vincent 
and the Grenadines.

“We are grateful our 
fair isles were spared 
the ravages of monster 
storms but are mindful 

of the devastation of 
the La Soufriere vol-
cano in St Vincent and 
the Grenadines and the 
criticality of additional 
resources as the coun-
try builds back.”

He also hailed the 
frontline healthcare 
workers.

“As we prepare to en-
ter the third year of the 
pandemic with no im-
mediate end in sight, I 
hail the tireless work of 
our frontline warriors 
in healthcare (including 
laboratory testing per-
sonnel) as well as secu-
rity, border control and 
other essential workers, 
including the media. 

“I thank all those who 
have stepped forward 
to be vaccinated and 
encourage those who 
have not yet done so, to 
do so. Let us all do our 
part to save lives and 
restore livelihoods.”

Governor of the ECCB, Timothy Antoine
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‘Mr Hype’ claims he had 
permission to use song

By Loshaun Dixon

Mr Hype, who was 
disqualified from the 
Groovy Soca Monarch 
competition, claims he 
had permission to use 
the song that led to his 
disqualification.

Mr Hype initially was 
named as the first run-
ner up in a tight groovy 
contest, and said after 
the show “everything 
that was supposed to 
happen for me to sing 
that song happened”.

“All the people who 
want to talk, the judge’s 
decisions are final. I 
went through elimina-
tions, the song was 
moved forward to the 
finals and placed in one 
of the top positions.”

It was a night of great 
soca competition that 
eventually ended in 
controversy.

When the curtains 
closed on the Groovy 
and Power segments 
of the contest, two 
former Soca champi-
ons emerged as win-
ners in their respective 
categories.

In the groovy catego-
ries, a close competi-
tion ensued with seven 
points separating the 
winner and second run-
ner up.

Nicha B secured his 
place as the new Groovy 
Soca Monarch - his sec-
ond soca monarch title, 
having won the same 
title in 2020. 

His presentation of the 
song - We Miss Dat, 
(meaning Sugar Mas), 
recounted the wonderful

experiences of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Carnival, that 
were not possible in 
2020 and again in 2021, 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Nicha B 

production on stage 
was a Kaleidoscope of 
colour reminiscent of 
Parade Day, featuring 
folklore such as the Bull 
and Masquerade, cos-
tumes, steel bands, and 
even a tourist captur-
ing the unique carnival 
moments.

Nicha B stamped his 
dominance from the 
moment he entered on 
stage. When he sang 
the first lines of lyrics, 
it was clear he came 
for ‘trouble’ and that it 
would be a performance 
to be remembered. “Oh 
ah miss, ah miss how we 
do party, have fun with 
everybody and touch-
down every party…”

Nicha B secured 407 
points, with Mr Hype 
amassing 404, and 
initially capturing the 
First Runner-up spot, 
while Rucas H.E. (the 

defending King), was 
Second Runner-up, on 
400 points.

Subsequently, Mr Hype 
was disqualified after it 
was revealed his song 
was not original.

The Carnival 
Committee in a state-
ment said following 
his performance on 
Thursday night, (23rd 
December 2021), a 
formal complaint was 
made that the song, 
“Marry Me”, used in 
the Groovy Segment 
of the contest, was a 
direct knock off from 
that of an artist known 
as Valentino King, of 
Aruba.

“The Committee im-
mediately reviewed 
the complaint and re-
ferred the matter to 
an adjudication team. 
Discussions were also 

held with members of 
Team Mr Hype. 

“Based on the find-
ings, the adjudica-
tor advised that there 
was strong cause for 
disqualification.

The Committee had 
no choice but to take 
the decision to dis-
qualify him and to 
revoke his position as 
first Runner-up in the 
Groovy Segment of the 
competition.”

With this decision, 
Rucus H.E. was el-
evated as the new First 
Runner-up and Dejour 
Alexander occupied 
the Second Runner-up 
spot, (he was previ-
ously fourth place).

In the Power segment, 
Mr Hype featured 
amongst the winners 
again, this time taking 

the top spot with his 
song “Bubble”.

His performance was 
solidified when he 
brought the popular 
Mulley Media on stage, 
where he performed a 
segment of the popular 
song ‘Share de Live’.

Hype used the song to 
focus on the unique cel-
ebration and partying 
that is associated with 
J’ouvert Morning in St. 
Kitts, but were not pos-
sible, due to COVID-19 
in 2020.

The Bubble gave him 
a total of 438 points, 
separating him from 
T Bone, who led the 
pack, coming out of the 
Elimination stages of 
the contest, but was not 
able to defend that lead 
on the final show.

T Bone scored 390 

points for his First 
Runner-up position, 
while Dejour tallied 
385 to gain his Second 
Runner-up position.

Speaking about his 
Power success, Mr 
Hype said he just came 
out and had fun.

“Sometimes things 
don’t always go as 
planned, but we came 
out and executed to 
have fun, and put on a 
performance that the 
fans would enjoy. It 
was tough before elimi-
nations. Better music 
and higher music com-
ing out of St Kitts and 
Nevis.

He added, “This year 
was sweet, so next 
year we will definitely 
go bigger and better… 
what you saw tonight 
times 100.”

Mr Hype was disqualified from the Groovy Soca Monarch competition
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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HOUSE FOR RENT AT 
HAMILTON ESTATE

3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS, 
FULLY FURNISHED

INTERESTED PERSONS 
CALL 664-3077/665-1025

Cu rren t V acan cies @  R o yal  
G ems P o rt Z an te St.Kitts :

Ex p erien ced w atchmak er-M al e o n l y
Sal es M an ag er-Femal e o n l y.
#  I f  yo u  have an  w o rk  ex p eri-

en ce in  1)  Watch M ak in g ( M al e)  &  
2)  Sal es( Femal e)  P l ease sen d yo u r 

R esu me to  ro yal g emshr@ g mail .co m

House for sale at 
Four Seasons Resort Estates

Asking Price: $4.35 
on .89 acres

For information, contact:

sales@fsrenevis.com

VACANCY
"Meridian Medical is seeking applications for 

their medical spa division.

Applicants must be licensed in dermal aesthetics, 
or equivalent. Applicants must also have 

experience in a medical office. 5 years minimum 
experience. Please email curriculum vitae to 

dr.vryenhoek@gmail.com"

Vacancy
Flavors Plus Resturant

Requires a Chef
Specializes in Indian & Chinese Cuisine, 

(curries, tandoor and snacks)
with a minimum of 10 years experience

Contact: 662-9736
Email: livrosy12@hotmail.com
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Plans afoot for NTA’s hosting 
of 2022 Christmas event

By Monique Washington 

Plans are already in place by 
The Nevis Tourism Authority 
(NTA) to host its third edition of 
“Nothing Like a Nevisian Holiday” 
in December 2022.

The event was first hosted vir-
tually in 2020 - at the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic – by 
the Department of Community 
Development in collaboration with 
The Hermitage Inn, and attracted 
over 10,000 viewers. 

This year, guests were allowed to be 
a part of the event which was held at 

the Hermitage Inn, and a huge num-
ber of persons once again viewed 
online via Facebook Live stream 
from the United States, Canada, and 
the United Kingdom.

There were traditional musical per-
formances and storytelling sessions, 
along with special performances 
by the Honey Bees String Band, 
the Coelis Choir, and other local 
performers.

Special appearances included moko 
jumbies, also known as stilts walk-
ers, and the cakewalk dancers – a 
traditional dance with its roots in 
the mid-19th century. Local artisan 
vendors selling their products and 

crafts were an addition to the event 
from last year. Chief Blender and 
Neviq Creator, Mark Theron, from 
L&L Rum, was also a part of the 
event. 

Chief Executive Officer of the 
NTA, Ms. Jadine Yarde, said that 
the intention behind the event was 
to “gift” Nevisians and travellers 
with the opportunity to celebrate 
together.

“The holiday season is such a spe-
cial time for everyone to get togeth-
er and celebrate life, and we wanted 
to gift Nevisians and travellers with 
the opportunity to celebrate togeth-
er, safely, this year. This is when 

the event ‘Nothing Like a Nevisian 
Holiday’ was born,” she said.

 “We were elated to see the amount 
of support we received from people 
of all backgrounds and cultures 
from across the globe, and we look 
forward to an even better celebra-
tion in 2022.” 

Yarde described “Nothing Like a 
Nevisian Holiday” as the cherry on 
top of a successful year for Nevis, 
having been recognized internation-
ally by National Geographic, The 
Telegraph, Travel + Leisure, and 
Conde Nast Traveler as a hidden 
gem nestled in the Caribbean.

Music students display their 
skills to family and friends

By Monique Washington 

Nine violin and re-
corder students of the 
Scherzando School of 
Music in Nevis, dis-
played their talents and 
skills on the instruments 
on Wednesday, in front 
of close family and 
friends in a mini recital.

The Scherzando School 
of Music which has 
been around for 13 
years, teaches students 
to play a variety of in-
struments, including the 
violin, recorder, steel 
pan, guitar, piano and 
drums. 

The school is the 
only facility in the 
Federation that offers 
comprehensive music 
training. Students are 
offered classes to pre-
pare to apply for the 
Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music 
certification.

The school also pro-
vides classes for stu-
dents to study music 
theory and oral training, 
and sit for Caribbean 
Examinations Council 
examinations. On 
Wednesday at the 

Charlestown Methodist 
Church Grounds, the 
music school hosted 
its first ever violin and 
recorder recital dubbed 
“Wondrous Gift is 
Given”

Speaking with The 
Observer, violin instruc-
tor Mauricia Claxton 
said that she was satis-
fied and pleased with 
the students’ perfor-
mance, and noted that 
some of them have been 
playing the violin for 
just a couple of months.

“The event was not a 
public event. We gave 
the parents and close 
friends of the stu-
dents an opportunity 
to hear what they have 
learned. The students 
played Christmas car-
ols and hymns. I was 
very satisfied with their 
performance.” 

Claxton noted that the 
youngest player was 
eight years old, and 
some of the students 
have been playing from 
just a few months to 
two-and-a-half years. 
She added that it is said 
that the violin is one of 
the hardest instruments 
to play, but in time she 

feels her students will 
master it.

“I began in second or 
third form, learning 
how to play the violin. 
Mr. Edgar Bridgewater 
was my teacher. The 
balancing of bow on 

string is one of the 
most difficult parts of 
learning the violin. 
The students will find 
their own special tech-
nique,” she said.

Claxton hopes to see 
many more persons 

playing the violin, and 
eventually seeing vio-
lin players travelling 
regionally and interna-
tionally, representing 
the twin islands.

“I see us playing 
Cultural music on the 

violin, like Nevis Nice 
or another sound from 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and 
taking it overseas and 
representing our island 
in Trinidad or even 
Dubai. Get violin play-
ing out some way to the 
region,” she said.

Students who performed at the Scherzando School of Music mini recital
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through the Ministry of Tourism and Transport; 
Reduction in the VAT rate for 3 months (July 
to September 2021) from 10% to 5% on com-
mercial rent for small businesses with 25 or 
fewer employees and a valid business license; 
Reinstatement of the annual Import Duty ex-
emption for 16 tyres (4 tyres per quarter), 4 pairs 
of brake pads and 3 pairs of brake shoes for ‘H’ 
passenger buses; fuel subsidy of $400 per month 
to passenger bus operators for 3 months, and the 
waiving of stall fees for vendors using the public 
market until December 31st.

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF ALL 
CIVIL SERVANTS

Dr. Harris’s Team Unity Administration main-
tained its record of being a good steward of the 
Government’s finances, and this was demon-
strated in the outturn of the Government’s fis-
cal operations for the 2020 fiscal year when a 
Recurrent Account Surplus of $40.8 million was 
achieved.

And he recently concluded in his Budget speech 
that “as a result of our comprehensive stimulus 
packages, we are already seeing a rebound in 
economic activity and this will bring a further 
positive realignment of our Debt-to-GDP ratio”.

Encouraged by the favourable fiscal performance 
projected for 2021, PM Harris recognized the ef-
forts of all Civil Servants on both islands in spite 
of the difficulties encountered during the past 21 
months, and rewarded them with a double salary 
payment in time for Christmas. 

Several of the stimulus measures that were slated 
to expire on 31st December 2021 (as indicated 
above) were extended until June 2022, such as:

·         Removal of VAT and Import Duty on ad-
ditional hygiene items such as hand sanitizers, 
disinfectant sprays, rubbing alcohol and latex 
gloves.

·          Removal of Import Duty and Customs 
Service Charge on selected items including veg-
etables, fruits, fruit juices, cough and cold prepa-
rations and vitamin supplements.

·         Waiver of payments for consumption 
of water for individuals who have been laid off 
or experience a reduction in earnings due to 
COVID-19.

·         Waiver of payments for the consumption 
of water by farmers.

·         Reduction of the Corporate Income Tax 
Rate from 33 percent to 25 percent for businesses 
that retain at least 75 percent of their employees.

·         Reduction of the Unincorporated Tax Rate 
to 2 percent down from 4 percent.

A STELLAR CAREER

Dr. Harris has had a stellar career to this point. 

It cannot be forgotten that he is the first politi-
cal leader to have led a tripartite movement to 
power, and also that he has shown skill and com-
petence in keeping a unity government together 
without any scandals.

He led Team Unity to a second victory in June 
2020, with an overwhelming majority of nine 
out of the Federation’s 11 constituencies.

Under his leadership, Team Unity has seen the 
resetting of relations with America and Canada, 
while expanding the Federation’s footprint in 
Africa and Europe.  

Over 130 countries provide visa-free access to 
holders of St. Kitts and Nevis passports.

This humble son of the soil grew up in the rural 
village of Tabernacle, and during his working ca-
reer rose from being a clerk in Social Security’s 
Records and Accounting Department to posi-
tions with Wellington Ltd. and S.L. Horsford 
& Company Limited, before becoming the first 
person to change political parties and win the 
most powerful government position in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Dr. Harris, who comes from a large family and 
has two daughters, worked for Wellington Ltd., a 
garment manufacturing firm on Industrial Estate, 
where he was a Clerk in an export manufacturing 
company.

He got to know his fellow workers well and 
moved on to S.L. Horsford & Co. Ltd, one of the 
Federation’s largest private sector firms, where he 
served in the head office as a Clerk in the account-
ing department.

After completing his first degree, he returned to 
Horsford’s to work in the wholesale business at 
Ocean Cold Storage.  From there he was promot-
ed to manage the former Eskimo Foods (now Valu 
Mart).

He received a Master of Arts and Doctor Of 
Philosophy Degree from The University Of the 
West Indies St. Augustine Campus and Concordia 
University, Montreal, Canada.

In an interview with a reporter from The Observer, 
Prime Minister Harris said that friends persuaded 
him to enter politics. 

‘They apparently saw something in me that I did 
not see in myself.’

Dr. Harris served as almost every minister in the 
previous Labour administration between 1995 
and 2013.

EMPOWERING AND ENABLING 
CITIZENS TO LIVE FULL LIVES

After being elected Prime Minister, he formulated 
his policy toward governing. 

He articulated in the interview what he believes a 
government should do for its citizens and what the 
future holds for the Federation. “Government in a 

democracy is an instrument to do for the people 
what they cannot do for themselves. I believe that 
government should empower and enable citizens 
to live full lives.” 

Dr. Harris spends every day working tirelessly 
on that concept.

During the six-and-a-half years Team Unity has 
been in power, his government has done the 
following:

Removed the Value Added Tax from food, med-
icine, and educational supplies.

Sped up the payment of gratuities to the former 
sugar cane workers who lost their jobs when the 
sugar industry collapsed in St. Kitts and Nevis.

Rescued and improved the Citizen by Investment 
(CBI) Programme.

Rebuilt Mary Charles Hospital, built an oncol-
ogy centre, and constructed a mental health day 
care centre.

Named Dr. Kennedy Simmonds a national hero 
and inaugurated the site of the National Heroes 
Park.

Dr Harris is particularly pleased with the con-
tinued success of the CBI programme, which 
has maintained its ranking as one of the best in 
the industry. The programme, he said, received 
the highest score in the citizenship timeline 
pillar as a result of its accelerated application 
process.

 “We have transformed our CBI. We have come 
a long way from the difficult period in 2014. 
The robust procedures that are embedded in the 
programme have enabled us to maintain our 
platinum brand, and have ensured we take a 
significant share in the major markets around 
the world.”

Dr. Harris is especially proud that his govern-
ment has been able to deliver universal health 
care to the people of St. Kitts and Nevis, as he 
has always been an advocate of serving the poor 
and the vulnerable and making health care more 
accessible and affordable to the public.

He also envisages that as the economy re-
bounds, the government will be able to provide 
better paying jobs.

Having recently delivered a nearly one billion-
dollar “people-centered” budget that caters for 
“significant investments in our people’s safety, 
health, education and a range of social safety 
nets”, Dr. Harris is confident that the wheels 
in motion to “advance our plans for putting St 
Kitts and Nevis back on track”.

Knowing the capabilities of this exemplary and 
outstanding son of the soil, there are few among 
us that would doubt his will and ability to do so.

Congratulations to Dr. The Hon. Timothy 
Sylvester Harris. Person of the Year 2021!

PERSON OF THE YEAR 2021 CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 5

Prime Minister Dr. The Hon. Timothy Sylvester Harris
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Dr. Laws: Omicron 
variant in St. 

Kitts and Nevis

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Omicron variant of COVID-19 
has been discovered in St Kitts and 
Nevis, and is being spread among 
the population, Chief Medical Offi  cer 
(CMO) Dr Hazel Laws confi rmed 
yesterday.

Dr Laws revealed that on December 
22, the federation sent off  a small 
package to CARPHA, and they had 
just received results of genomic 
sequencing.

“Two of the three samples returned 
positive for the Omicron variant of 
concern. When we looked at the data 
for these two cases, we have objective 
evidence that the Omicron variant is 
in circulation in the federation…”

“We have two variants in circulation, 
the Omicron and Lambda.”

The Lambda variant has been in 

circulation for the past seven months.

Dr Laws noted that the federa-
tion is currently in a fourth wave of 
COVID-19. This wave started last 
Friday.

“If you have been monitoring the in-
formation provided by the Ministry of 
Health, you would recognise there is 
an uptick - a surge - in the number of 
newly diagnosed cases each day.”

On Wednesday, she said, they report-
ed an additional 41 cases.

“When we looked at this past week, 
starting last Thursday to present, we 
added 103 newly-diagnosed cases of 
COVID-19 to our tally.”

She said that one admission to the 
hospital was made this past week.

The CMO urged the remaining 45% 
of the population who are eligible for 
vaccination to get vaccinated.

Chief Medical Offi  cer (CMO) Dr Hazel Laws
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