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SKN pushing for transition from 
pandemic to endemic 

By Loshaun Dixon

Authorities in St Kitts 
and Nevis are pushing 
for the transition from 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic to an endemic, 
with people learning to 
live with the virus, after 
more than two years. 

National Disaster 
Coordinator and Chair 
of the COVID-19 Task 
Force Abdias Samuel 
said that citizens and 
residents will be re-
quired to act respon-
sibly as things evolve. 

“The responsibility now 
has to shift to you. You 
now have to take that 
personal responsibil-
ity to take us where we 
need to go in terms of 
moving forward. 

“This means you will 
have to make that 
choice that mass events 
resume, whether you 
will go or will not go. 
Whether you will go 
and protect your family 
friends who live with 
you, or you associate 
with, or be reckless and 
probably lose your life, 
or have some long term 

covid effect that would 
affect you in the long 
run, or will leave you 
alone in the state you 
desire.” 

He said the transition 
will see the country 
move to live with the 
virus.

“We have to transition. 
We are going to gradu-
ally ease the restric-
tions, and it means that a 
number of the protocols 
that are in place may be 
removed, and this also 
means the government 
may look at economic 

recovery.”

Medical Chief of Staff 
at the JNF Hospital Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson 
said the presence of the 
virus should not con-
tinue to be a death sen-
tence for some, nor one 
that disrupts everyday 
lives, as was the case in 
the early months of the 
pandemic.

“We are in a much better 
place today than we were 
a year ago, thanks to sci-
ence and the develop-
ment of safe and effective 
vaccines. It is our high 

threshold of vaccination 
coverage that is giving us 
the latitude to do more, 
despite the fact the virus 
is still with us.”

He said the successful 
adult rollout of the vac-
cine will allow for the 
transitioning. 

“We continue to encour-
age all who should be vac-
cinated to go out and be 
vaccinated…Want to see 
greater uptake  among12 
to 17-year-olds.”

De Wilkinson noted that 
there will still be the risk 
for future surges.

“When we say we have 
to learn to live with 
COVID, it means we will 
have to move forward 
with our everyday life 
accepting a certain level 
of risk the virus poses, 
the disease and deaths 
caused.”

He added that transition-
ing to the endemic will 
come down to how much 
disease and death we are 
willing to tolerate.

“If we all play a part in 
this fight, we should be 
able to keep the viral 
transmission rate very 
low, the number of hos-
pitalisations low, and the 
number of death rate as 
close as possible to zero, 
as we navigate our way 
to normalcy.”

He cautioned that it was 

important to calculate the 
risk one poses to those 
they interact with.

“This is important, be-
cause no matter our age, 
if you are out and about 
in our communities there 
is a strong likelihood 
that we are going to get 
exposed and infected 
with COVID-19. If you 
choose to go out, please 
make calculations of 
your risk, the risk that 
you may pose to loved 
ones, and the risk associ-
ated with the event you 
plan to attend. 

“You need to make a 
quick assessment of your 
household community, 
the event you are plan-
ning to attend, and the 
mode of transportation 
you plan to take before 
you head out.”

On Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
of Britain announced 
plans to lift remaining 
coronavirus restrictions 
within weeks, including 
the legal requirement for 
those who test positive to 
isolate.

Speaking in Parliament, 
Johnson said he expected 
England’s last domestic 
pandemic rules to end 
about a month earlier 
than previously planned, 
as long as a decline in 
the number of cases 
and hospital admissions 
continued.

Medical Chief of Staff at the JNF Hospital, Dr Cameron Wilkinson National Disaster Coordinator and Chair of the COVID-19 Task Force, Abdias Samuel
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Federation edges closer out of pandemic 
By Loshaun Dixon

Further relaxations of 
COVID-19 restrictions 
have been announced 
by the Government of St 
Kitts and Nevis, as the 
federation edges closer 
to escaping the shadow 
of the pandemic.

On Thursday at his 
monthly press confer-
ence, Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris an-
nounced the removal 
of restrictions on mass 
entertainment and 
sporting events starting 
tomorrow.

“It is now time to put 

into practice what we 
have been advised and 
taught and guided to do 
over the last two years. 
On the advice of our 
health experts and na-
tional task force, cabinet 
has recently approved 
the recommendations 
to relax restrictions on 
mass events that aff ect 
entertainment and the 
sporting communities.”

“We have removed re-
strictions in mass events 
being organised by 
the entertainment and 
sporting communities 
as of Saturday, February 
12.” The Prime Minister 
urged everyone to be re-
sponsible and to comply 

with any direction of 
the police, who will be 
the residual authority on 
any event started that 
could be stopped any-
time on the intervention 
of the police, in the ac-
cordance with the law.

“I want to warn people it 
is not now a free-for-all; 
that we could do every-
thing everywhere. We 
know in normal times if 
we were going to have 
an event we have to 
seek the permission of 
the police - that will still 
be required. And those 
who are careful enough 
to have read police per-
mission will see at any 
time this permission can 

be withdrawn

“We have relaxed, there-
fore any denial of mass 
events that would have 
taken place, and are to 
occur on or after the 
12th, will be reviewed 
by the Commissioner 
of Police in the context 
of the new mandate 
that has been given by 
the cabinet.”

He gave the highest 
commendation to the 
National Task Force 
and health team for the 
work they have done, 
and the work they will 
continue to do in the 
foreseeable future.

The prime minister 
implored if someone is 
concerned by a gath-
ering they should not 
join it.

“The decisions now 
have to be yours. If 
you are at a fete and 
it is going out of con-
trol, excuse yourself, 

the decision has to be 
yours. We are intelli-
gent people...let us re-
flect on how we govern 
ourselves, as we move 
out of the shadow of 
COVID-19.

“We are doing this in 
a phased way, as we 
always said, to get our 
country where it needs 
to be. We are always 
mindful of the vulner-
ability of our health 
system. 

I want to make the 
point: we cannot go 
as fast as larger coun-
tries...some have 
abandoned the mask-
wearing, and in time 
we will come to that, 
but we have to always 
be mindful of where 
we are at - what our 
system can withstand. 
If you ask how many 
beds we have in any 
ward of the hospital, 
it gives you an idea of 
the sense of exposure 
we can invite as we 

open up.”

He noted that those 
were some of the prac-
tical considerations 
which impact upon 
how far the authori-
ties can move in the 
relaxation of some of 
the protocols that have 
been put in place for 
public safety.

Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Dr Hazel Laws 
said given the high 
vaccination coverage 
rates and the successes 
of containing the first 
three waves, “we have 
already started relax-
ing measures in terms 
of COVID and we will 
continue doing so”.

“Our borders are now 
open… that is air and 
sea. Once they (visi-
tors) meet the landing 
requirements, they are 
free to integrate in our 

Cont'd on Page 7
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CREDIT MUST BE 
GIVEN WHERE 

IT IS DUE
The Department of Agriculture on Nevis has as its mission statement “to pro-
mote the economically sustainable development of agriculture through effec-
tive collaboration, training, support and dialogue with stakeholders at various 
levels”.

The entity is not just talking the talk, it is walking the walk. Credit must be 
given where it is due.

We have learnt that in relation to food sustainability, the island has recorded 
significant successes, and this is being attributed to the increased demand for 
crops cultivated on government-owned farms.

This can only serve to encourage those who have invested their time and ef-
forts in promoting the various outlets and the importance of producing locally.

The wide range of products is impressive. It speaks volumes as to the vision 
of the authorities, and augurs well for the populace as a whole. It cannot go 
unnoticed that the quality and demand are of the highest standard.

Sweet potato, ginger, three types of sorrel, soursop, cassava, onion, tannia, 
cantaloupe, green banana, beets, carrots, and greenhouse sweet pepper are all 
soaring in demand.

A senior official informed that peanuts in particular performed exception-
ally well, and that they are actually harvesting peanuts again because of the 
response. 

Noteworthy was the fact that with peanuts still in the ground, the Department 
of Agriculture was in the process of accepting huge orders, because of heavy 
demand.

Four acres were produced last year and that proved inadequate. The signs are 
encouraging.

In some cases, in order to keep up with the demand at the Nevis Agro Processing 
Centre, the department resorted to cultivation on a commercial basis.

Over at the government-owned farm at Indian Castle Estate, tree crop cul-
tivation is said to be at a remarkable level. More than 7,000 tree crops were 
planted.

Sugar cane is also being explored.

And then there are the imported coconut plants, which we understand are “pro-
gressing satisfactorily” and “the performance has literally been phenomenal of 
those coconut trees”. 

The trees were imported from Guyana, with the aim of capturing the jelly wa-
ter market, primarily to reduce cost and provide a fresh product to consumers.

This is a practical development, and an indication that the decision-making is 
sound.

The authorities have recognised that people have become a lot more conscious, 
and are consuming a lot of jelly water, but all of it is imported, and “by the 
time they get here the shelf life is almost to the end of it”.

Thus, the long term thinking is that if the jelly can be produced on Nevis, the 
freshness would be guaranteed, transportation costs eliminated, and consum-
ers could benefit from a decrease in cost.

It seems a long time to wait, but it is unlikely to be in vain.

SKN and India 
“share a deep bond”

By Loshaun Dixon

With India celebrat-
ing its 73rd Republic 
Day, this past week-
end the Indian High 
Commissioner to St 
Kitts and Nevis and the 
Caribbean highlighted 
the partnership between 
India and the Federation.

Speaking at a reception 
in St Kitts on Sunday 
to celebrate his coun-
try’s Republic Day, 
His Excellency K. J. 
Srinivasa said India and 
St Kitts and Nevis “share 
a deep bond. “

“A strong democracy 
like India has gifted the 
whole world a bouquet 
of hope with democracy, 
technology and the tem-
perament and talent of 
us Indians.”

He said that during the 
pandemic, India has 
saved millions of lives 
by providing medicines 
and vaccines.

“During the COVID 
times, we have seen 
how India, following 
the vision of ‘one earth, 

one health’ has saved 
millions of lives by pro-
viding millions of medi-
cines and vaccines to 
many countries, includ-
ing St Kitts and Nevis. 
In this crisis, India’s 
IT industry has saved 
many across the world 
by working around the 
clock.”

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr 
Timothy Harris, in his 
remarks, was high in 
praise for India’s signifi-
cant contributions and 
efforts.

“Over the last year-
plus, India’s excellence 
and compassion in its 
diplomacy has been on 
display…Its sense of 
leadership when it be-
came the first country 
to significantly utilize 
its vast competence 
and achievement in the 
development of phar-
maceuticals to make 
vaccines, then scarce in 
many developing coun-
tries, available to the 
world.

“In that regard, we 
want to extend our 
commendation and 

gratitude to the Indian 
High Commissioner for 
leading the efforts to 
ensure that the Oxford/
AstraZeneca vaccine 
would come to St. Kitts 
and Nevis in February of 
last year.”

Dr Harris hailed the 
donation of vaccines 
the Federation received 
from the Government 
of India at a time when 
vaccines were scarce. 

“At that time, it was 
quite clear that no coun-
try would get out of the 
shadow of COVID-19; 
that there could be no 
victory until we are 
able to get a significant 
percentage of our popu-
lation vaccinated. You 
will be well pleased to 
know, that St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been able to 
vaccinate 86.7 percent 
of its adult population 
with the first dose, and 
significantly, it was the 
result of the timely ar-
rival of India’s generous 
donation of the Oxford/
AstraZeneca COVID-19 

Cont'd on Page 13
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Caribbean nations free to cut ties 
and remain in partnership with UK

By Loshaun Dixon 

If Eastern Caribbean 
States choose to go 
the route of becom-
ing republics, Great 
Britain would reaf-
fi rm the strength of the 

partnerships with those 
territories.

That is according 
to His Excellency 
Scott Furssedonn-
Wood, British High 
Commissioner to 
Barbados and the 

Eastern Caribbean, just 
months after Barbados 
took steps to become a 
republic and removed 
the Queen as Head of 
State

“The decision to be-
come a Republic was 

a decision for the gov-
ernment of Barbados. 
Barbados had a direct 
relationship with the 
Queen just as St Kitts 
and Nevis does.”

Speaking about 
Barbados’ recent move, 

the envoy added that it 
is up to the country to 
determine their path.

“We don’t have a view 
on what is not neces-
sarily our business. It 
is a decision for the 
countries of the re-
gion to determine their 
own constitutional 
arrangements.

“What we did want to 
do at that point when 
Barbados made that 
transition was to reaf-
firm the strength of the 
partnership between 
the UK and Barbados, 
and reaffirm what we 
do together now and 
what we can do togeth-
er in the future.”

Furssedonn-Wood said 
the same would ap-
ply for the rest of the 
region if they chose 
to take a similar step 
to Barbados. “For the 

rest of the region, it is 
up to individual coun-
tries to take a view 
on their own constitu-
tional arrangements, 
and whatever happens, 
it is absolutely impor-
tant we celebrate the 
strength of the rela-
tionship we have, and 
find new ways to make 
those relationships rel-
evant and dynamic for 
the future.”

In November, Barbados 
became a repub-
lic, removing Queen 
Elizabeth II as head of 
state, and swearing in 
a President. The drive 
to become a republic 
began more than two 
decades ago.

Dominica, Trinidad 
and Tobago and 
Guyana are other 
Caribbean territo-
ries that are already 
republics. 

H.E. Scott Furssedonn-Wood
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society.”

Addressing sporting activi-
ties, Dr Laws said approval 
was granted in terms of the 
approval of football in grass-
roots, youth and women’s 
leagues. They also met with 
the athletic association, and 
approval was granted for 
Under-12s for athletics meets.

She said it was too early to 

announce if there will be vac-
cine requirements for mass 
events. “I don’t think we can 
give a blanket answer to this 
question. 

It depends on the event or the 
activity, or the level of risk, 
and the organiser of the event 
or activity. This will be an-
nounced ahead of the event.”

The CMO also addressed 
how they will protect the 
health system from being 

overwhelmed.

“We have already contained 
three waves, and we are al-
most at the end of the fourth 
wave without our health sys-
tem becoming overwhelmed. 

The government has injected 
a number of funds in terms of 
strengthening our health sys-
tem. We have engaged a team 
of case managers who help us 
to manage all the positives to 
maintain health and to help 

those individuals recover 
with respect to not progress-
ing to severe disease.  

The model we utilised has 
helped us to reduce or keep 
our hospitalization rate at its 
lowest, and also to keep the 
death rate where it’s at. We 
will continue utilizing this 
model.”

Dr Laws also hailed the high 
vaccination rates, noting that 
it was achieved without any 

mandates.

“As a federation we have done 
well in terms of the rollout of 
our vaccination programme. 
It is almost one year, and we 
are third in line in the Eastern 
Caribbean in terms of the 
high-level of vaccination rates 
we have achieved. We are 
one of the fi rst in this region 
to have more than 40 per cent 
of our population fully vac-
cinated, and we have done so 
without vaccine mandates.

Federation edges closer out 
of pandemic  CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 3
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Land For Sale
CLAY GHAUTH, NEVIS

4,736 SQUARE FEET
cost $30,000.00
Tel # 469 5572

Vacancy
Seeking for a cleaner

763-9585

Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
Fat Boy Fisherman

Night Shift Fisherman
667-5866

Catch  It Restaurant 
Needs The Following: 

Chef, Waitresses, Bartender, Steward
Contact: 665-2111

Big Sale Store on Fort Street
Vacancy 

for Sales Representavie 
8697648612

Vacancy
CLEANER NEEDED
CONTACT: 662-8065

Vacancy
The Vegan Spot

Needs a Cook/ Helper
Contact: 1869-766-5861

Job Opportunity 
Seeking a Sous Chef with Fine 

Dining experience.
Qualifi ed applicants should 

call 869-660-5393.

Vacancy
1. Chef with 5 year of experience with 

 Indian cuisine 
2. Sales associate -5-6 experience in sales 
should be fl uent with English n Spanish 

P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Beauty and Perfume Centre Kadosh Hr

Job Title: Hermitise Implementation Expert

Contact number :6650949

Vacancy
AP Woodwork

Needs 2 Laborers
Contact: 1869-668-1514

Job Vacancy for PhysioTherapist
we are looking for a highly motivated 

Physiotherapist with a minimum of 5 years 
of experience in muscular-skeletal injuries 
in acute outpatient setting to help patients 

reach their maximum performance 
Qualifi cations

Bachelor's degree in kinesiology 
masters in physical therapy 
acupuncture or equivalent

contact MMekhail23@gmail.com
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NRP aims at making Nevis “a model 
of sustainable development”

By Loshaun Dixon

The Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) said it aims 
to make Nevis a model 
of sustainable develop-
ment, while it slammed 
the current Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) for 

incomplete projects.

Leader of the NRP Dr 
Janice Daniel-Hodge, 
speaking on public radio 
this week, said the party’s 
ultimate objective is to 
enhance Nevis.

“The NRP aims to make 

Nevis a model of sus-
tainable development; 
a model where you can 
have lives and livelihoods 
enhanced by the decision-
making that we have, 
and understanding that in 
order to have sustainable 
development, you need to 
have a balance between 

socio-economic and en-
vironmental development 
of a country.”

She said that once a gov-
ernment is aware of what 
it is trying to accomplish, 
its decision-making will 
be a lot easier. “We want 
to be that model small 

island developing state 
where you can see all 17 
of the sustainable devel-
opment goals are refl ected 
in decision-making, in the 
types of opportunities we 
provide for livelihoods, 
and the overall quality of 
life for people living here 
on Nevis.”

Daniel-Hodge said when 
they looked at the overall 
development approach 
currently on Nevis they 
are not seeing where any-
thing is carefully planned 
and thought out.

“You cannot say you are 
going to be moving for-
ward with the develop-
ment based on cabinet 
members saying this is the 
way to go. Where is the 
public consultation? How 
will the people get an op-
portunity to participate? 
Where is the consultation 
for the people to say this 
is what we think is the 
best use for our land.”

“What we see is an ap-
proach where if we slap 
something on the table, 
that is good enough for 
the people of Nevis. We 
are saying you must have 
a plan, and must know 
where you want to go.”

The NRP leader also 
slammed the current NIA 
for what she labelled their 
inability to deliver com-
pleted projects. “We must 

be alarmed. This govern-
ment has not delivered a 
completely fi nished prod-
uct...that is not the type of 
development the people 
in Nevis are accustomed 
to, and is not the type of 
development we deserve.

“If you do not have the 
proper consultation input 
and feedback to guide 
these types of develop-
ment, you end up with 
one or two people making 
decisions, and you add 
and change as you go...
you end up with half-so-
lution to a problem.”

She also expressed con-
cern with access to cer-
tain types of health care, 
noting that traveling to 
St Kitts for treatment 
following an accident or 
while ill may be tough for 
some people.

“You also have a number 
of persons who would 
have died from kidney 
failure, and we know 
that kidney failure is a 
relatively common occur-
rence. It is an area where 
we should really invest to 
ensure that our people can 
have access to the type of 
care that they need.”

She added the govern-
ment is “not about look-
ing good, but about 
improving the lives of the 
people you are serving”.

Leader of the NRP, Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge
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Simply Help Foundation 
provides relief 
supplies to SKN

By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation on Wednesday received a donation 
of medical and hurricane relief supplies from the 
Simply Help Foundation, a Taiwanese nonprofi t 

organisation based in Los Angeles 

National Disaster Coordinator Abdias Samuel said 
the National Emergency Management Agency 
(NEMA) wanted to strengthen the national re-
sponse eff orts to better position and prepare the 

people against the threats and risks associated with 
natural and man-made disasters 

“In this regard, the Prime Minister would have en-
gaged the President and Founder of Simply Help 
Foundation, Tina Bow.

“We would have discussed some of the items need-
ed, and today I am happy to announce that these 
items have been received to help us prepare for the 
2022 Atlantic Hurricane season, as well as to con-
tinue the fi ght against COVID-19.”

Samuel said they were thankful that Simply Help 
has extended the kind and generous assistance to St 
Kitts and Nevis. 

To date, he said they have received two 40 ft. con-
tainers valued at US$355,000.

The supplies include but are not limited to hand 
sanitizers, face shields, surgical masks, surgical 
gowns, as well as cloth and sports masks.

“We also received blankets for children… and also 
adults, shirts, baseball caps and other clothing ac-
cessories. We are also in receipt of recreational 
items such as footballs and other toys for children. 
Household items for families were also received.”

He said they also received hurricane-preparedness 
items.

“We have received tarpaulins for dry weather, hur-
ricane lamps, mini fl ashlights, handheld tools, as 
well as personalised fi rst aid kits so that we can 
actually fortify family homes.

“We have solicited the social services department 

Resident Ambassador of the Republic of China (Tai-
wan) to St. Kitts and Nevis, His Excellency Michael Lin, 
handing over the supplies to Prime Minister Dr Timothy 

Harris

Cont'd on Page 14
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vaccines.

“Today, without having to impose any 
vaccine mandate, St. Kitts and Nevis 
has one of the highest vaccination 
rates in the Caribbean region. This is 

no small achievement. We could well 
count as part of our success story - at-
tributed to you and attributed to the 
excellence of our organized response 
to the pandemic - that even as we 
speak now, St. Kitts and Nevis has 
one of the lowest death counts and 
death rates in the world.” 

Indian High Commissioner His Excellency K. J. Srinivasa and Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr Timothy Harris

SKN and India 
“share a deep bond”

Cont'd from Page 2
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Simply Help 
Foundation 

provides 
relief 

supplies to 
SKN CONT'D

for them to carry out this distribution process.”

Samuel praised Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris 
for the role played in assisting not only the federa-
tion, but NEMA with its limited capacity and staff  
and resources.

Resident Ambassador of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to St. Kitts and Nevis, His Excellency 
Michael Lin, also delivered remarks before hand-
ing over the supplies on behalf of the foundation.

“In the past seven years, Simply Help has been 
dedicated to making donations to the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis. 

“My embassy is very happy to support the ship-
ment fee which cost about US$24,000. I believe 
this donation from the Taiwanese Organisation not 
only represents the full support from the Taiwanese 
people to the COVID-19 response and hurricane 
disaster management in St Kitts and Nevis, it also 
demonstrates the strong partnership between our 
countries.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris pointed out that 
the principal behind the initiative is Tina Bow, 
whom he described as “a very unassuming woman 
who has done well for herself, and is determined 
would spend the rest of her life helping others and 
pursuing humanitarian causes”.

He said she had asked what she could do for the 
Federation after meeting with him, and he then 
reached out to Samuel for discussion as to what 
should be procured.

“I put to her that we were still in a royal battle with 
COVID-19, and medical supplies would be very 
useful in our eff orts. Additionally, we were minded 
of the role of NEMA, and had to be resilient in the 
face of storms and hurricanes, and she wanted to 
make a contribution to this particular eff ort.”

Dr Harris said that additional supplies are coming, 
but are delayed due to supply chain diffi  culties.

“All in all, we are seeing individuals at their own 
level, and not just the state, playing a critical role in 
diplomacy and bringing relief support and help to 
citizens everywhere.” 

Cont'd from Page 12
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NHC hands 
keys to 
20 new 

homeowners
By Loshaun Dixon

Twenty new homeown-
ers received keys to their 
premises last Friday at 
the Stapleton Housing 
Development. 

The homes that were built 

by the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) in-
clude three-bedroom units 
for the benefit of larger 
families living in densely 
populated conditions.

Speaking at the House 
Allocation Ceremony, 
Minister of Human 

Settlement Eugene 
Hamilton said the fami-
lies who received homes 
will have occupants from 
varying demographics.

“It is in the spirit of unity, 
why the families receiv-
ing their homes today, 
represent what I describe 
as a microcosm of the de-
mographics of our society. 
The families represent the 
young, the middle-aged, 
the not so young; there are 
families of three, some 
with four or five, eight 
too.” He informed the 
new homeowners that the 
value of those homes will 
rise as the cost of building 
the same houses will be 
much higher in the future, 
and urged the recipients to 
be responsible homeown-
ers. “I expect each of you 
to treat your homes with 
utmost care, and at every 
turn attend to its repair 
and its maintenance. As 
costs rise, if you delay in 
maintenance, the more 
you’re gonna spend to re-
store your home.”

He also warned the home-
owners not to become 
delinquent in payments 
to the NHC, as that is a 
recipe for enslavement.

“You are enslaving your-
self. You become a slave 
to those payments as your 
payments get more and 
more in arrears; all when 
you die, your children 
and grandchildren are still 
paying because you be-
came delinquent. 

Paying for anything in 

arrears digs deeply into 
your pockets and is never 
to be recovered, resulting 
in you inflicting slavish 
circumstances upon your-
self and your family. 

“If you are taking one of 
these homes and you find 
that you are committing 
yourself to something you 
cannot pay, don’t take it; 
wait for the next turn. Let 
someone continue who 
can afford to pay.”

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris expressed 
his delight, noting it was 
a part of his administra-
tion’s agenda. “When we 
asked the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to elect a 
Team Unity Government 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, we 
knew that in return we had 
to deliver for you. And 
one of the most important 

tasks they gave us was 
to build more homes for 
you, your family, your 
friends, your loved ones.” 

He said that the homes 
that are being constructed 
are much larger than the 
ones built previously.

“We are delivering houses 
with spatial dimensions 
ranging from some 876 
square feet on a two-bed-
room home, to one which 
is somewhere between 
1,651 to 1,800 square 
feet. Under Team Unity, 
under your Government, 
we are making homes that 
are bigger and better.

“They are the fundamen-
tal building blocks of 
happy families. A place 
where our families can 
come together and build 
memories.”

Twenty new homeowners received keys to their premises last Friday at the Stapleton Housing Development. 
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