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Nevis 
geothermal 

project 
suffers 
another 
setback 

By Monique Washington 

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has revealed 
that he has abandoned a 
“bad deal” as it relates 
to the Nevis geothermal 
project, but promises that 
the venture will not be 
forgotten.

During his monthly 
press conference on 
Thursday (February 24) 
the Observer questioned 

Brantley on the issues 
with the long-awaited 
geothermal project.

“The major issue is 
money, and that has al-
ways been the issue. The 
project is calculated at 
about US$60M and the 
issue has always been 
the ability to raise that 
funds. We have had vari-
ous companies, various 
engagements,” he said. 
Brantley revealed that 
in December 2021, final 

documents were to be 
signed between the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) and the develop-
ers, but certain nego-
tiation points could not be 
met by both parties.

“We hoped in December 
to sign final documents 
with that company, but 
there were some last-
minute negotiation points 
on which we could not 
agree. As a result, in my 
position, I prefer to have 
no deal than a bad deal 
for the people of Nevis. 
We said we have to go 
back, look at those num-
bers again, and determine 
the best way forward,” 
he said, reaffirming that 
“we will never abandon 
geothermal”.

In November 2015, the 
NIA, NEVLEC and 
NREI signed a Power 
Purchase Agreement. The 
agreement provides for 
geothermal resources on 
Nevis to supply 25 years 
of domestic baseload re-
newable energy supply.

In 2018, the NREI, con-
tracted GeothermEX 
to test the status of the 

geothermal well at 
Hamilton. GeothermEX 
provided well-testing 
services, including de-
signing well tests and 
specifying instrumenta-
tion requirements.

The first phase of the 
project would see 9 
megawatts of power that 
is immediately expand-
able to meet the ongoing 
power needs of the island, 
and capable of exporting 
40-50 megawatts of ad-
ditional power to neigh-
bouring islands. The cost 
of the project would be 
between US$65 Million 
to US$70 Million

In November 2020, the 
NIA and NREI began the 
process of renegotiation 
of its existing geothermal 
arrangement that would 
see consumers on Nevis 
paying less for renewable 
energy when it comes on 
stream.

Brantley pointed out that 
the project is in the pro-
duction phases, where 
there is the most difficulty.

“We have engaged with 
the CDB (Caribbean 

Development Bank) 
with what is referred to 
as a Continuance Grant, 
where they provide some 
resources for drilling, and 
if the resource is proven 
to be viable for purposes 
of production wells, that 
is converted into a low-
interest loan. If not, then it 
is a grant. Because it is the 
highest risk of the project, 
that is why is being dealt 
with in that way,” he said.

Brantley said that the 
slow pace of the project 
has been frustrating and 
“it has not helped since 
we had COVID which 
prevented people from 
travelling”.

He added that as it relates 
to completing the project 
“we have been unable, 
because those that we 
partnered with have been 
unable. That has been the 
difficult”.

Brantley reiterated that 
geothermal will provide 
long term benefits for 
the island and the wider 
Federation. He is hop-
ing that by April the 
finances should be in 
place.

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley
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PAM focused on keeping promises
By Loshaun Dixon

The People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) is 
committed to keeping its 
promises made before 
taking offi  ce in 2015, 
adding they will continue 
to work for the upliftment 
of all, nationally.

Leader of PAM and 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Shawn Richards, said the 
party is proud of its record 
in government. 

“We have worked exceed-
ingly hard to ensure that 
benefi ts are brought to 
people, and that the econ-
omy continues to thrive 
even in this pandemic. As 
the dominant party in this 
coalition, we continue to 
push for progressive poli-
cies that are both people 
and business-friendly.” 

Richards said that the 
party has always been at 
the vanguard at the most 
pivotal moments of this 
nation.

“Our leaders inspired the 
birth of a nation, expanded 
democracy and people’s 
rights, empowered our 
women, and engineered 
the solid foundations of 
this economy.”

He added that they re-
main with the Unity pro-
gramme, as the federation 
is better off  united

“Today, I stand in sup-
port and solidarity with 
the concept of Unity, an 
idea and a movement 
that brought us to new 
heights in the last fi ve 
years, and that has helped 
us to navigate the chal-
lenges brought on by the 
pandemic.

“I stand today in defence 
of unity, understand-
ing that as a nation, for-
ever we will be stronger 
together.”

Richards said that for the 
last fi ve years, the ad-
ministration has kept its 
promises.

“Even when at times stick-
ing with the principles for 
which we signed onto had 

put us at a disadvantage, I 
am pleased to state that I 
have been faithful to all of 
the accords, sometimes to 
fault, that I have worked 
overtime to ensure we re-
main on course.”

Richards said the PAM 
party are committed to 
keeping their promise, be-
cause by doing so, it will 
fulfi l the mandate and will 
be adequately responding 
to the dreams and aspira-
tions of the people.

“We are committed to 
keeping the promise, 
because we appreciate 
all the gains made under 
the PAM-inspired Unity 
government must be 
protected.”

Refl ecting on the promis-
es kept, he said that Team 
Unity stands committed 
to the good governance 
agenda that it advocated 
for, prior to 2015, and 
will advance towards the 
implementation of that 
particular agenda.

Speaking about elec-
toral reform, he said 
they have already done 
some amendments to the 

legislation as it stands 
currently.

“For example, last year 
we went to parliament and 
made some amendments 
pertaining to persons be-
ing required to live in a 
particular constituency 
for a period of time before 
he or she becomes eligi-
ble to vote in a particular 
constituency.”

With regards to boundar-
ies, he reminded that a 
commission has been put 
in place, and he serves 
as a member of that 
commission.

Richards said they had 
met regularly prior to 
COVID-19, but have not 
met since. However, the 
chairman has commit-
ted to having meetings 
resumed.

The PAM leader added 
that the government 
was still committed to 
freedom of information.

“There is currently a 
legislative agenda be-
fore the cabinet and 
that forms part of the 
agenda.” 

PAM MPs and candidates
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THIS IS A 
FEEL-GOOD 

STORY
A consequential promise made seven years ago was recently delivered upon. Its 
effect will last a lifetime for the beneficiaries - fifteen families in Mansion Village. 

The desire of most, if not all of the earth’s nearly eight billion inhabitants is to 
own a home, and many times the circumstances preceding that aspiration can be 
overwhelming. It isn’t easy, and so any situation that presents the opportunity to 
uplift one’s living standards, or better yet, to get a fresh start after a major setback, 
is priceless.

The aforementioned families currently know that feeling all too well. They now 
reside in comfortable two-bedroom bungalows, thanks to a bilateral agreement be-
tween the governments of the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis and the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela.

They were advised by Prime Minister Timothy Harris, during the handing over 
ceremony, to treat their new homes as inter-generational assets that could become 
collateral for future educational pursuits at the tertiary level. Such is wise counsel 
in a demanding world.

It is important to have visionaries as leaders; compassion is also a necessary char-
acteristic. Thus, it is noteworthy that the agreement was reached in the early days 
of the Team Unity Administration, when it invited President Nicolás Maduro to 
visit. There were so many things that could have clouded the judgment or shifted 
the focus of a fledgling government, but helping those in need was clearly a prior-
ity. The people came first.

The historic delivery of 15 Petrocasas houses is a commendable development. 
Another 35 are to be built under the agreement. This is a feel-good story that de-
serves to be highlighted. 

Ministry of 
Agriculture 

provides pathway 
for more female 
entrepreneurs

(SKNIS): 

The Ministry of 
Agriculture in St. Kitts 
and Nevis is embark-
ing on an initiative to 
strengthen women’s 
entrepreneurship in agri-
culture in 2022.

“We from the ministry’s 
standpoint will, in 2022, 
seek to provide assis-
tance and a pathway 
for women to enter the 
agriculture sector and 
to harness their skills 
and the contribution 
that they can make in 
crop farming, fishing, 
livestock farming, agro-
processing, because we 
do feel that even though 
we have an abundance 
of male in the sector, 
we believe that women 
can play equally, an 
important role in ad-
vancing the sector,” 
said the Honourable 
Alexis Jeffers, Minister 
of Agriculture et al dur-
ing the Annual Review 
Planning Meeting on 
Tuesday, February 22, 
2022, at the St. Kitts 
Marriott Resort.

Minister Jeffers added 
that on this year’s obser-
vance of International 
Women’s Day (March 
08), the ministry will 
roll out a programme for 
women “to be involved 
and play their meaning-
ful part in the progress of 
agriculture” in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Equally important, the 
agriculture minister not-
ed that the ministry will 
also reintroduce farming 
in schools for the sus-
tainability of the sector.

“When we speak of 

women, we haven’t for-
gotten the youth because 
most of our farmers 
are… getting up in age 
and indeed as they exit 
the stage we want to 
have that sustainability 
in agriculture where we 
can continue this sector 
and continue to reap the 
harvest of the produc-
tion that we can have 
in St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
he said. “So we want to 
bring our youth along. 
And as such, that is why 
we are going back to the 
schools in terms of in-
troducing greenhouses 
and shade houses to our 
schools.”

Minister Jeffers said 
that to see agriculture 
as an exciting and prof-
itable career path for 
young people, the min-
istry intends to utilize 
technology.

“We have continued in 
that vein in terms of en-
suring that technology 
is brought to our young 

school children so that 
they can gravitate to 
agriculture. 

The open field agri-
culture that most of us 
senior farmers are ac-
customed to, our young 
people will not be too in-
clined to go that route,” 
he said. “With all these 
smartphones, iPod and 
all of the technology 
that are available to our 
young people, they 
want a better way and 
a more technologically 
sound way to engage 
in agriculture and that 
is why we are bringing 
the technology to young 
people so that we can 
get involved and have 
that sustainability,” 
Minister Jeffers added.

The Annual Review 
Planning Meeting 
was held under the 
theme, “Innovation 
and Sustainability: 
A New Strategy for 
Agriculture in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”
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Police, DPP not in sync on 
dealing with Grant issue

By Loshaun Dixon

The Police and the 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) are 
not in sync as it relates 
to who should take ac-
tion on an incident that 
occurred on January 8, 
2022, between Minister 
of Tourism Lindsay 
Grant and three police 
officers.

Two weeks ago, while 
addressing the matter 
after being questioned 
at the Prime Minister’s 
Press Conference, 
Police Commissioner 
Hilroy Brandy said 
the matter had been 
forwarded to the DPP, 
Valston Graham, for 
him to take action.

“On the 8th of January, 
three officers visited 
the Last Lap Bar and 
as a result, an inci-
dent occurred. Police 
have investigated 
this matter and the 
file has been submit-
ted to the Director of 
Prosecutions, who is 
the competent author-
ity on these matters,” 
Brandy stated.

Last Friday, DPP 
Graham in a state-
ment said he is not the 
competent authority 
to decide whether the 

Honourable Lindsay 
Grant should be 
charged with obstruc-
tion, assault and battery 
offences. 

“That is simply a mat-
ter for the police, and 
are offences, which 
they charge daily 
without my input.” 

The DPP added that 
there are some spe-
cific offences where 
his written consent is 
required before the 
police can charge an 
individual. 

“The allegations 
against the Honourable 
Lindsay Grant does 
not fall within those 
categories of offences. 
In keeping with the 
ODPP’s role to sup-
port the RSCNPF in 
their investigation 
of criminal offences, 
today, in a written 
opinion, I have ad-
vised Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. Hilroy 
Brandy on the merits 
of prosecution in the 
matter involving the 
Honourable Lindsay 
Grant and three po-
lice officers, which 
took place on January 
8, 2022. It is now for 
the Commissioner 
of Police to decide 
whether to act upon 

my advice. It is and 
has always been within 
the powers of the po-
lice whether to charge 
Mr. Grant. It is not and 
was never a matter for 
my determination.”

He said his office can 
make recommenda-
tions to the Royal 
Saint Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) and other 
Law Enforcement 

Agencies “to pros-
ecute individuals, 
or if there is insuf-
ficient evidence to 
mount a viable pros-
ecution, advise them 
accordingly”.

“The RSKNPF nev-
ertheless retain the 
primacy of decision-
making in whether 
to arrest, charge and 
place any matter be-
fore the court,” added 

the DPP.

Grant when ques-
tioned on the matter 
by this publication this 
week said, “I issued a 
statement about the in-
cident of January 8th 
soon after the occur-
rence. You are aware 
that the matter is a live 
matter hence any ques-
tion on advice should be 
directed to my lawyer 
Dr. Henry Browne.” Dr 

Browne in an interview 
with the media said that 
he is prepared to defend 
his client if it became 
necessary.

The issue stems from 
a video circulated of 
Grant being seemingly 
aggressive with po-
lice officers who were 
seeking to enforce 
COVID-19 protocols 
at Last Lap Bar in Bird 
Rock 

Police Commissioner Hilroy Brandy Director of Public Prosecutions Valston Graham
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Fifteen Petrocasas homes 
handed over to new owners

By Loshaun Dixon

Fifteen individuals 
from Mansion village 
last Friday realised 
their dreams when 
they received keys 
to brand new homes, 
dubbed Petrocasas 
houses.

The Petrocasas houses 
were donated by the 
Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela to the 
Government of St 
Kitts and Nevis un-
der the Petrocaribe 
arrangement. The 15 
homes distributed at 
Mansion are the first 
of 50 Petrocasas hous-
es to be built under the 
agreement.

The houses are 
constructed from 
the by-products 
of Venezuela’s oil 

refining industry, as 
the word (petrocasas) 
loosely translates ‘oil 
houses.’ 

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris, 
the Constituency 
Representative for 
the area, said he was 
pleased to participate 
in the historic distri-
bution the houses to 
15 families who really 
need them.

“I have come to com-
mend them all on their 
fresh start in life.  A 
fresh start to a stron-
ger, safer future. 

So, you have a fresh 
start to a happier 
home, a fresh start to 
a beautiful home in 
which lasting memo-
ries of family, and 
with the family will be 
made. Congratulations 
to all of you.”

Dr Harris hailed the 
work done by Project 
Manager Calvin 
Pemberton and two 
contractors, who en-
sured that the homes 
were able to be 

delivered after a trip 
to Dominica to study 
how the homes were 
constructed there.

“They came back 
home and they advised 
us that while what was 
done in Dominica had 
served its purpose, in 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
we had certain higher 
expectations, and 
therefore we will do 
the adaptations to en-
sure that we had what 
was really required 
by the people of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.” 

Dr Harris urged the 
new homeowners to 
take care of their new 
i n t e r - g e n e r a t i o n a l 
asset.

“I want you to take 
care of it, sharing it 
as an inter-genera-
tional asset that will 
pass from you to your 
son, to your daughter 
that will become col-
lateral to help you 
get your daughter, 
get your son, off to 
university. 

I have high hopes for 

you, and I say you all 
deserve and I con-
gratulate all of you.” 

Minister of Human 
Settlement Eugene 
Hamilton said that 
in the coming weeks, 
16 new homes  will 
be distributed in 
Conyers, as part of 
the government’s 
commitment to pro-
vide housing for peo-
ple in the Federation. 

He admitted being in 
awe of how far the 
administration had 
come since taking 
office.

“I marvel because the 
delivery of homes 
under this Team 
Unity Administration 
is second to none. 
Over 500 homeown-
ers have benefitted 
from our stewardship 
in the seven years we 
have been in office.”

The houses are made 
of PVC profiles 
which are assembled 
locally and then filled 
with concrete, steel 
and iron girders.

A home owner poses with the keys to his new premises
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Powell confi rms 
CPL offer as 2021 

data revealed
By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Sport in St 
Kitts and Nevis, Jonel 
Powell, has confi rmed 
they have been off ered 
a package of games for 
the Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) in 2022.

Speaking with the 
Observer, Powell said 
they have been presented 
with a suite of matches 
for CPL 2022, and are 
currently negotiating 
the fi nal details of those 
games.

“I am confi dent that with 
the support of the federal 

Cabinet, we will in short 
order be announcing 
another exciting suite 
of matches for CPL, 
following up on a suc-
cessful 2021 where we 
hosted the entire tourna-
ment to the benefi t of 
some US$9M in direct 
economic impact in St 
Kitts and Nevis.

Powell added that they 
are looking forward to 
the opportunity of host-
ing the tournament again, 
but noted the details are 
still to be determined.

“We have a general idea 
of what we are work-
ing with, and it is just to 

fi nalise everything and 
go from there.”

This comes as the 
Caribbean Premier 
League revealed that the 
tournament delivered 
outstanding exposure 
and generated a signifi -
cant economic impact to 
the 2021 host, St Kitts & 
Nevis. 

“The total value delivered 
to St Kitts & Nevis from 
the 2021 Hero CPL was 
US$88,698,200.  This fi g-
ure comes from organiser 
spending, visitor spending 
and sponsorship value. 
The report detailing all the 
deliverables was compiled 

by an independent and 
world-leading research 
company, YouGov Sport.

“The total economic im-
pact value for St Kitts & 
Nevis was US$8,990,210, 
with the direct spend being 
USD$3,329,707. This fi g-
ure takes into account the 
total spent by Hero CPL 
to put on the 2021 event 
as well as the money spent 
with local business by 
those who travelled into St 
Kitts & Nevis for the tour-
nament, either indepen-
dently or as part of CPL’s 
franchise teams,” CPL 
revealed in a statement.

The statement also noted 
that the total spent to 
organise the Hero CPL 
in St Kitts & Nevis dur-
ing the tournament was 
US$2,250,725 with local 
suppliers and businesses 
being the benefi ciaries, 
with Franchise owners 
and fans from across the 
region and the world com-
ing to watch the games – 
an extra USD$1,078,982 
of direct spending being 
attributed to this group.

“St Kitts and Nevis also en-
joyed huge exposure from 

the global broadcast of the 
tournament, a sponsorship 
value of US$79,707,790 
being generated – the most 
any host country has ever 
received. A combination 
of innovative and engag-
ing advertising throughout 
the Hero CPL broadcast, 
including branding and 
tourism vignettes, ensured 
St Kitts & Nevis was giv-
en the opportunity to pro-
mote itself to a vast global 
audience.”

The total viewership fi g-
ure for Hero CPL 2021 
was a 517.4 million, with 
the tournament passing 
half a billion viewers for 
the second successive 
year. This massive TV and 
digital viewership helping 
to drive the fantastic spon-
sorship valuation.

Pete Russell, Hero CPL’s 
CEO, said they are hugely 
grateful to everyone in St 
Kitts and Nevis who made 
the 2021 tournament 
possible, especially the 
Government who backed 
CPL to deliver another 
World Class event. 

“Special thanks to the 
Minister for Education, 

Youth Empowerment, 
Culture and Sport, the 
Hon. Jonel Powell and his 
team, who left no stone 
unturned in ensuring we 
had a safe and success-
ful tournament. We are 
delighted that St Kitts & 
Nevis were rewarded with 
these fantastic numbers 
and of course a winner’s 
trophy.” 

Powell said he was 
pleased with what the data 
revealed about the 2021 
tournament, adding in par-
ticular the direct spending 
into the economy and the 
local employment, at what 
has been a very diffi  cult 
time fi nancially. 

“The exposure that our 
Federation has received to 
over 500 million viewers 
is of tremendous value. It 
is our hope that the world 
now knows St. Kitts and 
Nevis as not just a fan-
tastic destination for R 
and R, but also a great 
destination for sports 
tourism. We truly value 
our partnership with the 
CPL, and look forward to 
developing new opportu-
nities that we can share 
together.” 

Minister of Sport Jonel Powell and a constituent at CPL 2021
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Land For Sale
CLAY GHAUTH, NEVIS

4,736 SQUARE FEET
cost $30,000.00
Tel # 469 5572

Vacancy
Seeking for a cleaner

763-9585

Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
Fat Boy Fisherman

Night Shift Fisherman
667-5866

Catch  It Restaurant 
Needs The Following: 

Chef, Waitresses, Bartender, Steward
Contact: 665-2111

Big Sale Store on Fort Street
Vacancy 

for Sales Representavie 
8697648612

Vacancy
CLEANER NEEDED
CONTACT: 662-8065

Dishwasher Wanted
Call Mark:
764-0752

Vacancy
The Vegan Spot

Needs a Cook/ Helper
Contact: 1869-766-5861

Job Opportunity 
Seeking a Sous Chef with Fine 

Dining experience.
Qualified applicants should 

call 869-660-5393.

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com

Vacancy
1. Chef with 5 year of experience with 

 Indian cuisine 
2. Sales associate -5-6 experience in sales 
should be fluent with English n Spanish 

P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Beauty and Perfume Centre Kadosh Hr

Job Title: Hermitise Implementation Expert

Contact number :6650949

Vacancy
AP Woodwork

Needs 2 Laborers
Contact: 1869-668-1514

Job Vacancy for PhysioTherapist
we are looking for a highly motivated 

Physiotherapist with a minimum of 5 years 
of experience in muscular-skeletal injuries 
in acute outpatient setting to help patients 

reach their maximum performance 
Qualifications

Bachelor's degree in kinesiology 
masters in physical therapy 
acupuncture or equivalent

contact MMekhail23@gmail.com

BLACK PEARL SECURITY INC. 
is currently seeking FULL-TIME SECURITY 

OFFICERS to join their team.  Security 
experience would be an asset but not nec-
essary.  Send your resume to blackpearl.

nev@gmail.com or via 661-2503
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Grant: Music Festival key to rebuilding 
and maintaining momentum

By Loshaun Dixon 

Activities such as the 
St Kitts Music Festival 
are key to rebuilding 
and maintaining mo-
mentum in the tourism 
sector during the slow 
season, according to 
Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant.

Grant noted that fol-
lowing a small setback 
suff ered in January 
due to the Omicron 
COVID-19 variant, 
the team is focused on 

generating demand for 
St Kitts.

“I want to assure you 
that every eff ort is be-
ing made to maximise 
the capacity on aircraft 
and get heads in beds.”

He said that the key to 
that demand is to re-
introduce events that 
have historically at-
tracted business to the 
destination.

“I am pleased to an-
nounce that the 
Ministry of Tourism 

and the St Kitts Music 
Festival Committee, 
COVID-19 task force 
and Ministry of Health, 
are working together 
for a safe hosting of the 
St Kitts Music Festival 
for the period June 23 
to 25.”

Grant reminded that the 
objective of the festival 
since its inception is to 
generate business dur-
ing the slow period of 
the year.

“With the usual de-
crease in our summer 

cruise traffi  c added to 
the hiatus of our sea-
sonal fl ights,

this event is key to main-
taining and rebuilding 
momentum. Our stake-
holders, inclusive of our 
hoteliers, taxi operators 
and various vendors, 
have depended on this 
event for economic 
gains.

“We have overcome 
another obstacle on our 
rebuilding journey. As 
we move forward, it is 
our goal to capitalise on 
the pent up demand for 
travel and the easing of 
restrictions in our source 
markets.”

Grant added that last 
week, Canada lowered 
its risk levels for in-
ternational travel from 
level four to three, and 
lowered the entry to 
Canada for its citizens 
and residents. 

“This will undoubtedly 
result in a new desire 

to travel by this key 
source market. We will 
not see the return of 
Air Canada this spring 
due to operational is-
sues, but this does not 
equate to a no-Canadi-
an arrival.”

He said 60 percent of 
Canadian visitors travel 
via the USA.

He noted that despite 
the challenges faced 
by key carriers, they 
are still able to main-
tain airlift during the 
summer.

Addressing cruise, 
Grant reminded that 
March and April are the 
fi nal two months in the 
cruise winter season.

“We anticipate a to-
tal of 85 calls for the 
month of March, and 
are currently fi nalising 
the schedule for April.”

Grant said during 
the summer - May to 
September - they will 

see the normal decrease 
in traffi  c, as many of the 
cruise lines reposition 
their ships to destina-
tions that are warm and 
attractive during the 
summer months, such 
as Europe and Alaska

He added that they have 
been able to confi rm 
from Royal Caribbean 
and potentially Princess 
Cruise lines for the 
summer.

“As a destination, we 
have much to off er. The 
marketplace is one that 
is very competitive, 
and it is key that we le-
verage our unique sell-
ing points and gains to 
increase our appeal in 
a market that is already 
very crowded.

“We must refresh, we 
must rejuvenate our 
product. Visitors are 
seeking value, and for 
the next winter sea-
son we must be able 
to off er a world-class 
experience.”

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant
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Museum opens after court rules 
in “name and image” row

By Monique Washington

The Right Excellent 
Dr. Sir Simeon Daniel 
Museum was official-
ly opened at Belmont 
Gardens last Saturday 
(February 19), hours 
after a court action 
seeking to stop the 
opening - brought by 
Adrian Daniel, son 
of the late Hon Dr. 
Sir Simeon Daniel, 
against his siblings 
Janice Daniel-Hodge 
and Deon Daniel - 
was unsuccessful. 

Adrian Daniel ap-
proached the High 
Court in Nevis to file 
an injunction with 
“urgency” in an effort 
to stop the opening of 
the museum that bears 
his father’s name. The 
matter was heard by 
His Lordship Justice 
Ermin Moise at the 
Theodore L. Hobson 
Court Building in 
Charlestown, Nevis. 
Daniel, who is the 

co-executor of his fa-
ther’s estate, took his 
sister, Janice Daniel-
Hodge (Co-executor) 
and his brother Deon 
Daniel, to court. 
Adrian was represent-
ed by Brain Barnes 
of Daniel Brantley 
and Associates, while 
Daniel-Hodge and 
Deon were represent-
ed by Terrence Byron.

Adrian approached the 
court to have his sib-
lings  “...be restrained, 
by themselves, their 
servants, or agents 
or otherwise from a. 
The opening of a mu-
seum on the Island 
Main Road, Belmont 
Estate, St. Thomas 
Parish, Nevis or else-
where bearing the 
name of: (i) Simeon  
Daniel; (ii) Dr. 
Simeon Daniel; (iii) 
Sir Simeon Daniel; 
(iv) Or any other 
variation in respect 
of the said Simeon 
Daniel. (Herein after 
referred to as Simeon 

Daniel)” He also did 
not want the selling of 
any items bearing his 
father’s name, as well 
as infringing on the 
rights and ownership 
of intellectual property 
belonging to the Estate 
of Simeon Daniel.

According to the court 
document, Adrian 
Daniel claimed that he 
previously indicated 
to his sister Janice 
Daniel-Hodge that he 
would not be support-
ing this venture (open-
ing of the museum) as 
the consent of the estate 
was not obtained, and 
he had not received the 
information which he 
had requested. He also 
wrote to the Registrar 
of Companies in Saint 
Christopher, informing 
that he did not consent 
to the registration of a 
foundation in the name 
of Simeon Daniel.

Daniel contested 
that Simeon Daniel’s 
widow Shelia Daniel 

should be involved, as 
well as other members 
of the family. He said 
that he was advised by 
Daniel-Hodge  that a 
foundation had been 
set up to manage the 
museum in the name 
of Simeon Daniel.

“He (Adrian) requested  
information  relating  
to  the capitalization of 
the museum as well as 
its liabilities and finan-
cial obligations. He in-
quired as to the estate’s 
approval of the content 
to be placed into the 
museum and the over-
all management struc-
ture of the venture. 
He states that he was 
not provided with a 
response to these ques-
tions,” the documents 
reads.

Justice Ermin Moise 
ruled on Friday 
(February 18) that the 
museum should be 
opened.

“I  do  not  think  it  is  

necessary  to  place  a  
hold  on  the opening 
ceremony so  close  to  
its expected  date  in  
order for Mr. Daniel  
to  pursue  the  legal  
rights  he  claims  on  
behalf  of  the estate. 
Contrary to what has 
been stated in the affi-
davit, I do not find any 
evidence that irrepa-
rable damage would 
be done to Mr. Simeon 
Daniel’s name and im-
age in the meantime. 
On balance, it would 
seem that the museum 
is being opened by 
a foundation set up 
by some of his own 
children. A museum 
opened in honour of 
their father can hardly 
be said to likely result 
in the dishonouring of 
his name,” he stated.

“Given  the  nature  of  
the  facts  presented,  
I  find  it  difficult  to  
accept  that  there is 
any urgency, or that it 
is in the interest of jus-
tice to do so,” Justice 

Moise said.

The Observer con-
tacted Janice Daniel-
Hodge on Wednesday 
for comment, but she 
noted that she wished 
not to, as “it is the firm 
representing the cli-
ent that is having the 
issue”.

The official ground-
breaking ceremony 
for the construction 
of the state-of-the-art 
museum to honour Sir 
Simeon Daniel, the 
Federation’s Fourth 
National Hero, was 
held on October 27, 
2018.

Sir Simeon was Nevis’ 
first Premier, he was 
bestowed posthu-
mously the Order of 
National Hero Award 
on August 28, 2015, 
during an Investiture 
Ceremony hosted by 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Acting Governor 

Adrian Daniel Janice Daniel-HodgeDeon Daniel

Cont'd on Page 14
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General, Tapley Seaton (Q.C) and 
attended by among others the Prime 
Minister, St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. 
Timothy Harris and family mem-
bers. The award was accepted by 
his wife, Sheila Daniel.

Sir Simeon was born on Aug. 22, 
1934 and died on May 27, 2012.

In September 2013 on National 
Heroes Day, the then Governor 

General, Edmund Lawrence an-
nounced that the late Dr. Daniel was 
being commended as a National 
Hero. He acted on the advice of 
the then Prime Minister, Dr. Denzil 
Douglas.

According to Dr. Daniel’s published 
profiles and official documents, he 
became the first Premier of Nevis 
on 19 September 1983 . During 
his tenure as Premier and leader 
of the Nevis Reformation Party, 
he was instrumental in improving 

the basic quality of life services 
for Nevisians; reliable electricity, 
water and improved roads.

The Government-run preschools 
were opened in Nevis for the first 
time; the Nevis Sixth Form College 
was established and a multipurpose 
centre was set up for the welfare of 
educating the masses.

Land ownership became a real-
ity for Nevisians, when under Sir 
Simeon, the Land Reform Program 

was set up and it became the first 
such program in the OECS.

A new thrust was seen in Tourism; 
when under his leadership he at-
tracted the Four Seasons Resort to 
Nevis, bringing much needed em-
ployment to its residents. A vision-
ary leader, he was a driving force 
in the establishment of the Nevis 
Financial Sector. Sir Daniel was in-
strumental in laying the foundation 
for the development that was es-
sential for moving Nevis forward.

Museum opens after court rules 
in “name and image” row

Cont'd from Page 12
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