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Trade, security top issues in UK-SKN talks 
By Loshaun Dixon

Improving matters re-
lating to trade and se-
curity between St Kitts 
and Nevis and Great 
Britain were the main 
agenda items, during 
the first official visit of 
Barbados-based British 
High Commissioner 
to the Federation of 
St Kitts and Nevis, 
His Excellency Scott 
Furssedonn-Wood.

The High Commissioner 
met with the Governor 
General, the Prime 
Minister, the Leader of 
the Opposition, Cabinet 
Ministers in the Federal 
and Nevis Island 
Administration and the 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce, among 
others.

 Prime Minister Harris 
and High Commissioner 
Furssedonn-Wood met 
on Wednesday and ad-
dressed a number of 
matters that both an-
ticipate will further 
strengthen the relation-
ship between St. Kitts 
and Nevis and the 
United Kingdom.

Dr. Harris impressed 
upon His Excellency 
Furssedonn-Wood the 

need for larger na-
tions, like the United 
Kingdom, to cham-
pion the voices of Small 
Island Developing 
States (SIDS), particu-
larly on matters pertain-
ing to the challenge of 
accessing concession-
ary funding and climate 
change and climate 

adaptation.

The Prime Minister 
also shared with the 
visiting delegation the 
Government’s prog-
ress in revitalizing the 
economy of St. Kitts 
and Nevis after the fall-
out associated with the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

His Excellency 
F u r s s e d o n n - Wo o d 
commended Prime 
Minister Harris and 
his Government for 
the excellent manage-
ment of the pandemic 
and the country’s high 
COVID-19 vaccination 

rate. He also thanked 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis for the 
support given to the 
UK’s candidates to sit 
on various international 
organizations.

He noted that he was in-
terested in finding new 
ways to work together.

“Security is an impor-
tant area of coopera-
tion. Our national crime 
agency and other secu-
rity agencies work very 
closely with the RSS in 
the Eastern Caribbean 
to build capacity, and to 
provide support in rela-
tion to threats to your 
own security as well as 
threats to our own secu-
rity in the UK.

“We are keen to find 
more ways to do that; 
more ways to increase 
cooperation.”

He reiterated that trade 
could provide those op-
portunities as well.

“The whole field of cli-
mate change is a really 
good one. We just host-
ed COP26 in the UK. 
We have the presidency 
of COP for the coming 

years, and would want 
to use our presiden-
cy to champion the 
voices of Small Island 
Developing States.

“We know countries like 
St Kitts and Nevis are 
on the frontlines of cli-
mate change. We want 
to stand with countries 
like St Kitts and Nevis. 
We want to work with 
you around adaptation 
to climate, and finance 
available internationally 
that helps Small Island 
Developing States be-
come climate-resilient. 
We want to work with 
international systems to 
ensure your voices are 
heard. The voice of St 
Kitts and Nevis is heard 
loud and clear, because 
you have a strong cred-
ible presence on the 
world stage.” 

“It is a longstanding 
relationship. Our coun-
tries have been friends 
for a very long time. We 
know each other well, 
our people know each 
other well. Our people 
come here on holiday, 
people from St Kitts 
and Nevis come to the 

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris pictured with Non-resident High Commissioner of the United Kingdom to St. 
Kitts and Nevis, His Excellency Scott Furssedonn-Wood

Cont'd on Page 22
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Health 
officials 
plead for 

protection 
of elders 

By Loshaun Dixon 

Health authorities in 
St Kitts and Nevis are 
pleading with the gen-
eral public to consider 
the health and safety of 
the elderly, after an ad-
ditional four COVID-19 
deaths were recorded in 
St Kitts and Nevis this 
week, all among the 
ageing demographic.

On January 31, the fed-
eration recorded the four 
deaths - all confirmed 
to be unvaccinated, 

elderly people – mov-
ing the figure to 37. 

During the fourth wave, 
there have been nine 
COVID-related deaths. 

Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Dr Hazel Laws 
said that it is important 
to note that these in-
dividuals were all un-
vaccinated, they were 
older adults, and they 
had underlying chronic 
conditions.

She explained that 
the World Health 

Organization has de-
scribed this demograph-
ic as being the most 
vulnerable to suffer 
serious consequences 
from the virus. “That 
means these individuals 

are at an increased risk 
of being admitted and 
going on the ventilator 
and even dying.”

Dr Laws emphasized 
that unvaccinated per-
sons face a higher risk 
of becoming severely 
ill. 

“Vaccinated people on 
the other hand gener-
ally experience mild 
illness, and those who 
do have breakthrough 
infection just have mild 
symptoms. In one or 
two days they recover 
without any problems.”

She stressed that the 
unvaccinated elderly 
are to be protected from 
the virus.

“It is important for me 
to underscore that the 
most vulnerable per-
sons amongst us are the 
older adults who are 
unvaccinated and who 
have underlying chron-
ic conditions. When I 
look at the demograph-
ic information of the 
persons who recently 
died, I realise that these 
individuals were not 
going out regularly; 
they did not go out and 
pick up COVID.” The 
CMO said that based 
on the information, 
what they are surmising 
is that these individuals 
picked up the infection 

from their loved ones; 
people in their social 
network.

“We want persons in 
families to be careful 
when interacting with 
the older adults in your 
social network, espe-
cially the older adults 
who are unvaccinated, 
because if they do be-
come ill, their risk of 
getting severely ill, 
their risk of being ad-
mitted, is high.”

Thus far, the death 
statistics show that 23 
have been male and 14 
female, with 78 percent 
being over 60.

“This is very impor-
tant, and we want to 
pause and reach out to 
those individuals who 
have not yet come on 
board in terms of ac-
cepting the vaccine. I 
want to implore you, 
I am beseeching that 
you recognise your 
vulnerability, empower 
yourself with the latest 
information about the 
vaccines and recognise 
they do provide that 
layer of protection, and 
it helps you to combat 
the virus.

“I don’t want us to be-
come nonchalant and 
take this new variant 

for granted, because 
there are individuals 
who have become se-
riously ill, even with 
Omicron.”

Over this past week, 
115 new cases of 
COVID-19  have been 
added, down from 305 
cases in the previous 
week. 322 persons 
have fully recovered.

During the latest wave, 
to date there have been 
2624 cases with 2295 
recoveries. 

Dr Laws also gave 
statistics for recovery 
amongst the vaccinated 
statuses.

“If you are fully vacci-
nated for COVID in St 
Kitts and Nevis, the av-
erage time for recovery 
is seven days, if you are 
unvaccinated the aver-
age time for recovery is 
12 days.

“Based on the data, 
we are noticing that 
persons who are fully 
vaccinated if you have 
underlying chronic 
conditions, you may 
experience a longer 
time to recovery. It is 
the same for those who 
are unvaccinated; when 
we test to see if you 
have recovered, it takes 
a little longer than 12 
days.”

Chief Medical Officer, Dr Hazel Laws
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JUST A 
MATTER OF 

CONVENIENCE
Here we go again! It’s clear that there are those among us, particularly 
the young, the relatively young, and the healthy, who are indifferent 
towards the plight of the elderly. Putting it more bluntly: they just don’t 
care!

For the second week in a row, we have experienced the loss of at least 
four of our senior citizens (it was five last week) to the dreaded Covid-19.

It is frustrating to hear the Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel Laws hav-
ing to plead for the protection of the elderly – their health and safety. 
She has been pleading for months for all to get vaccinated. Most have 
listened, but most will never be all.

Nine deaths in two weeks – all unvaccinated, elderly people with under-
lying chronic conditions. The science is being ignored.

The question is why? How can we look at ourselves in the mirror and not 
feel sickened, when we know it is highly likely that some of these deaths 
could have been avoided, if only we cared?

The World Health Organization has described the elderly as being the 
most vulnerable to suffer serious consequences from the virus. We have 
heard that ad nauseam. 

Dr Laws, for the millionth time it seems, emphasized that unvaccinated 
persons face a higher risk of becoming severely ill.

“They are at an increased risk of being admitted and going on the ven-
tilator, and even dying. Vaccinated people on the other hand generally 
experience mild illness, and those who do have breakthrough infection 
just have mild symptoms. In one or two days they recover without any 
problems.”

The CMO said based on information available, they are surmising that 
these individuals (the elderly persons who died) picked up the infection 
from their loved ones; people in their social network.

“We want persons in families to be careful when interacting with the 
older adults in your social network, especially the older adults who are 
unvaccinated, because if they do become ill, their risk of getting se-
verely ill, their risk of being admitted, is high.”

Are we serious? Do we have to be pleaded with to protect our elderly 
loved ones? Our mothers? Our fathers? Our grandparents, uncles and 
aunts? Is there a disconnect with reality? Have we become heartless?

Why would we not vaccinate our older relatives when we know that we 
ourselves are gathering daily among our fellow unvaccinated friends, 
and have to return home?

There is a quote that says “Selfish people don’t consider how their be-
haviour affects others. Their own convenience is all that matters”.

As the virus continues rear its ugly head, it is becoming painfully obvi-
ous that there are battles to be fought on two fronts. It’s a crying shame 
that one of them is just a matter of convenience.

Depusoir charged 
for several 

offences
(RSCNPF): 

The Police have charged 22-year-
old Raheem “Raw” Depusoir of 
Belle Vue for several offences.

On January 24, 2022, Depusoir 
was charged for two (2) counts of 
Battery on Police, two (2) counts 
of Resisting Arrest, two (2) counts 
of Obstruction, one (1) count of 
Escaping Lawful Custody and one 
(1) count of Malicious Damage.

On January 25, 2022, he was 

charged for the offences of Larceny 
of Cattle to wit a Horse, Taking a 
Vehicle Without the Consent of the 
Owner and Robbery.

He received bail on January 26, 
2022, in the sum of $25,000 with 
two sureties to appear before the 
Basseterre Magistrate Court on 
April 04, 2022, and before the 
Dieppe Bay Magistrate Court on 
May 09, 2022. His bail conditions 
are to report to the Basseterre Police 
Station weekly and to have no con-
tact with the Virtual Complainants

Duncan charged 
for murder

(RSCNPF):

The Police have charged 25-year-
old Jelani Duncan of Cabbage Tree, 
Cayon, for the murder of Lamonte 
Heyliger of Shear Lane, McKnight, 
and Jahquan Merritt of Fort Thomas 
Road, McKnight. The offences oc-
curred on January 11, 2021, at 
Lower Thibou Avenue, McKnight. 
He was also charged for the offence 

of Possession of Ammunition. He 
received his charges on January 
29, 2022, and is currently in Police 
custody.

He is the second person to be charged 
in this matter. On January 15, 2021, 
the Police first charged 35-year-old 
Tabari Roberts of Lower Thibou 
Avenue, McKnight, for the murder of 
the two men.
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Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union 

Launches 50th 
Anniversary 

Celebrations

Charlestown, Nevis (MMS-SKN)  

The Nevis Co-operative Credit Union 
(NCCU) Limited, the oldest credit 
union in the Federation, has launched 
a calendar of year-long celebratory 
activities that will be held to mark the 
institution’s 50th anniversary, having 
been registered on July 25, 1972.

“Today begins a very signifi cant cel-
ebration for the Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union Limited,” said NCCU 
President, Mrs. Vernesia Walters 
on Monday, January 31, during the 
launch ceremony which was held 
at the Ingle Blackett Conference 
Room, Nevis Credit Union Business 
Complex in Charlestown.

“It is a time when we cast our gaze at 
the birth, growth, development, and 
maturity of the Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union Limited and its impact 
over the past 50 years on the lives of 
our members and their families,” ob-
served Mrs. Walters.

According to the President, it is time 
for people to come into greater rec-
ognition that the Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union Limited, an indig-
enous institution, is a hallmark of the 
Nevisian economy.

She noted that it is time to look back 
at the transformation of communities 
where the ordinary man or woman 
could proudly own a piece of the 

rock, become an entrepreneur, ad-
vance his/her education, improve his/
her lifestyle, address medical needs, 
explore the world and fulfi ll visions, 
goals, and dreams.

“It is a time when we as a people cel-
ebrate economic independence and 
teach the next generations the values 
of hard work, integrity, collaboration, 
cooperation, contentment, compas-
sion, voluntarism, perseverance, 
and endurance,” said Mrs. Walters. 
“These values form the bedrock of 
this institution and the wider Credit 
Union Movement as they justify our 
very existence.”

She advised: “So, as we celebrate, let 
us embrace the journey and renew our 
commitments to the vision and mis-
sion of this great institution.”

Giving a history of the Nevis Co-
operative Credit Union Limited, 
General Manager Mr. Sydney Newton 
noted that the fi rst credit union com-
menced operations on Nevis in 1965 
under the astute stewardship of 
the late Mr. Wilbert Edmund Ingle 
Blackett, pioneer of co-operativism 
in the then British colony of St. 
Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla. It was intended 
solely for the employees of the Civil 
Service.

“In 1966, the bond was opened for 
the residents of Charlestown, and 

Members of NCCU’s staff  with Chairman of the Anniversary Committee and Vice 
President, Carl Tyson

Cont'd on Page 14
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HOUSE FOR RENT AT 
HAMILTON ESTATE

3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS, 
FULLY FURNISHED

INTERESTED PERSONS 
CALL 664-3077/665-1025

The St. Kitts and Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) would take the op-
portunity to inform the general public of 

the official opening of bids for the electri-
cal interior work which is to be conducted at 

the SKNFA's Technical Center, St. Peters. 

Deadline for submissions is the 7th 
February 2022. Please contact 466 

2998 as per your inquiries.

Vacancy
Flavors Plus Resturant

Requires a Chef
Specializes in Indian & Chinese Cuisine, 

(curries, tandoor and snacks)
with a minimum of 10 years experience

Contact: 662-9736
Email: livrosy12@hotmail.com

Land For Sale
CLAY GHAUTH, NEVIS

4,736 SQUARE FEET
cost $30,000.00
Tel # 469 5572

Vacancy
Seeking for a cleaner

763-9585

Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
Fat Boy Fisherman

Night Shift Fisherman
667-5866

Big Sale Store on Fort Street
Vacancy 

for Sales Representavie 
8697648612

Vacancy
Technician -Mobile Repair

Exp 5-6 years 
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
CLEANER NEEDED
CONTACT: 662-8065

Vacancy
The Vegan Spot

Needs a Cook/ Helper
Contact: 1869-766-5861

Looking for experienced Salon 
and Spa professionals.

following positions are available 
Manicurist and Pedicurist ,Massage 
therapist, Hairstylist ,Beauticians

Please email your Biodata to chop-
shopskb@gmail.com.

RESTAURANT : PANGEA BY KTCS LTD.
POSITION : HEAD INDIAN CHEF

Experience : 4-5yrs
Job responsibilities : 1. Employee is re-
sponsible for cooking and mise en place.

2. Follow and maintain food 
safety and measures.

3.Follow and maintain recipes pro-
vided by management.

Contact : 766-7777, mk@ktcsvdm.com

Job Opportunity 
Seeking a Sous Chef with Fine 

Dining experience.
Qualified applicants should 

call 869-660-5393.

Vacancy
1. Chef with 5 year of experience with 

 Indian cuisine 
2. Sales associate -5-6 experience in sales 
should be fluent with English n Spanish 

P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Beauty and Perfume Centre Kadosh Hr

Job Title: Hermitise Implementation Expert

Contact number :6650949

Vacancy
AP Woodwork

Needs 2 Laborers
Contact: 1869-668-1514
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March restart targeted for 
entertainment industry 

By Loshaun Dixon 

The entertainment industry could be given the 
greenlight to restart events in March, according 
to Chair of the National COVID-19 Task Force, 

Abdias Samuel.

Delivering what he described as “good news”, 
Samuel said the Task Force in their deliberations 
agreed to have the Cabinet consider commence-
ment of major events, fetes and other activities as 

of the month of March

“As for the date, we will communicate that with 
you as soon as we get the consideration and delib-
eration from Cabinet. 

We are hopeful that we can get that information to 
you so you can begin to advertise your events as 
necessary.”

Samuel said that he will be communicating with 
the Ministry of Entertainment, who should be liais-
ing with the promoters and entertainers so they can 
get the industry restarted.

“Restarted gradually and restarted safely. We want 
you to restart.”

He noted that they will reopen in a phased way, so 
that it would not be closed down again, unless there 
is a huge spike in COVID cases.

“The reason we are saying gradually, we don’t 
want to regress, unless we have a major outbreak. 
So let’s get it right so we don’t have to swing back 
and forth. We start it, start it right, get it done cor-
rectly, and we have it sustained so we don’t have to 
look back unless it is a major outbreak

“We are here to work with everyone to bring back 
the sector to operation.”

Since the end of Sugar Mas 50, the entertainment 
sector has been at a standstill following the start of 
the fourth wave of increased COVID-19 infection, 
and the discovery of the Omicron variant in St Kitts 
and Nevis in early January.

Chair of the National COVID-19 Task Force, Abdias 
Samuel
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Hamilton: Social 
Security resilient 

despite challenges
By Loshaun Dixon 

As Social Security 
in St Kitts and Nevis 
celebrates its 44th 
Anniversary, Minister 
Eugene Hamilton has 
said that the fund re-
mains strong despite 
many challenges, and 
remains resilient for all 
in times of need. 

Delivering an ad-
dress on Tuesday, 1st 
February 2022 -  the 
44th anniversary of 
the St Christopher and 
Nevis Social Security 
Board’s establishment 
– Hamilton reflected 
that over the last 44 
years, Social Security 
has solidified itself as 
the premier pillar of 
society, providing pe-
cuniary benefits to the 
insured in situations 
such as sickness, ma-
ternity, employment 
injury and in old age, 
amongst others. 

“All insured persons 
can rely with confi-
dence on the ability 
of the Social Security 
Fund to pay benefits. 

This could not be 
achieved without the 
appropriate measures 
for sound financial 
management and 
administration.”

He reminded that apart 
from the fund’s pri-
mary objective to pay 
benefits, it has dem-
onstrated time and 
time again its thrust 
to ensure the sustain-
ability of the economy, 
through its various cor-
porate social responsi-
bility programmes. 

“Annual donations to 
health and national 
security, capital invest-
ment in local develop-
ment projects, support 
to youth programmes 
and NGOs, all add val-
ue to the core function 

of social security.

“A major show of soli-
darity in 2020 was the 
initiation and rollout of 
the COVID-19 Relief 
Fund, where over 8500 
persons were provided 
with the COVID-19 
grants to the tune of 
over $23 million.”

Hamilton revealed 
that in 2021, Social 
Security again stepped 
up to support families 
whose income was 
further interrupted by 
the second wave of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“Social Security in col-
laboration with Ram’s 
Supermarkets and Valu 
Mart provided financial 
support of $275,000 
in food vouchers 
through the Food 
Vouchers Initiative of 
the Ministry of Social 
Services and NEMA. 
This level of support is 
outside the usual scope 
of Social Security 
benefits, but it under-
scores the importance 
of Social Security, not 
only in normal times, 
but also in times of 
crisis.”

Hamilton said that al-
though there are grow-
ing challenges of a 
maturing fund and the 

intricacies of changing 
demographics, Social 
Security “continues 
to grow and maintain 
the fund as a strong 
and resilient safety net 
for all who depend on 
the fund to meet its 
obligations”.

“As responsible admin-
istrators of the fund, it 
is equally important 
to improve upon the 
current financial infra-
structure; implement 
transformational re-
forms aimed at increas-
ing the longevity of the 
Fund, and continue to 
be a reliable corpo-
rate partner through 
the next 44 years and 
beyond.”

Hamilton said that go-
ing forward it is im-
portant to reflect on the 
past, and move ahead 
with renewed vigour to 
advance the products 
and services provided 
by Social Security

He also revealed the 
figures of some of 
the work done by 
Social Security in 
2021: - 659 New Age 
Pensioners guaran-
teed monthly ben-
efits; 88 New Invalidity 
Claimants guaranteed 
monthly support; 
145 New Survivors 
Pensioners approved 

for monthly benefits 
including spouses, de-
pendent parents, and 
children, and a total 
benefit expenditure for 
the year amounting to 
$120,816,494.68.

“Not only do these fig-
ures magnify the level 
of support to the insured 
in times of need, it 
also underscores the 
equal importance for 
both employers and 
the self-employed to 
remain compliant and 
meet their obligations 
to the fund. It requires 
all hands on deck, du-
tifully committing to 
the long-term goal of 
financial soundness 
and sustainability. Any 
other approach would 
be counterproductive,” 
Hamilton stated.

He also urged all stake-
holders to pay keen at-
tention to their social 
security matters and to 
ascribe to their rights 
and obligations as in-
sured persons.

“I pray for God’s con-
tinued blessings on the 
fund, the administra-
tors, the Economy, and 
our government and all 
of our people, so that 
the mission to provide 
the best possible ben-
efits is achieved for 
generations to come.”

Minister responsible for Social Security, Eugene Hamilton
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the Credit Union was registered 
as the Charlestown Co-operative 
Credit Union Limited,” noted Mr. 
Newton. “And on July 25, 1972, the 
Charlestown Co-operative Credit 
Union opened its ‘bond’ to all the res-
idents of Nevis and was registered as 
the Nevis Co-operative Credit Union 
Limited.”

He saluted pioneers of the Nevis Co-
operative Credit Union who laboured 
hard to lay a solid foundation for the 
society, where during the fi rst seven 
years of credit unionism on Nevis 
(1965-1972), which included the dif-
fi cult years immediately following 
the MV Christena Disaster of 1970, 

they endured struggles as they sold 
the co-operative idea, which was 
at its infancy, to get acceptance and 
support.

According to Mr. Newton, esteemed 
pioneers of the Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union are Mr. Ingle Blackett 
(Founder), Fr. John Wagland (1st 
President), Mr. Anthony Horner, Mr. 
Spencer Byron, Mr. Arthur Evelyn, 
Mrs. Olvis Dyer, Ms. Ann-Marie 
Caines, Mr. Harry Maynard, Mrs. 
Eileen Blackett, Mrs. Cicely Grell-
Hull, Mr. Crispin Fahie, and Mr. 

Nevis Co-operative Credit Union Launches 
50th Anniversary Celebrations CONT'D

Representatives of NCCU's Board Of Directors and Committees
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Spencer Howell (all deceased).

Those still around include, among others, Mr. 
Warner Riviere, Pastor Eversley Pemberton, Mr. 
Joseph Parry, Mrs. Eugenie Hector, Ms. Jeannette 
Grell-Hull, Mrs. Jannette Claxton, Mr. Wellington 
Parris, Mr Earl Parris, Mr. Edred Ward, Mr. Randy 
Moving (1st Employee), Mrs. Carmella Hanley, 
and Mrs. Georgette Hanley. 

Present at the launch ceremony were pioneers 
Pastor Eversley Pemberton, Mr. Edred Ward, and 
Mrs. Georgette Hanley.

Chairman of the Anniversary Committee who is also the 
Vice President of the Nevis Co-operative Credit Union 
Limited, Mr. Carl Tyson, noted that competitions were 
held among the members of staff  for the submission of 
the 50th Anniversary Celebrations slogan, and logo.

The winning 50th Anniversary Celebrations slo-
gan, ‘Consistency, Financial Security & Serving the 
Community 50 years of Development and Prosperity’ 
was submitted, by Ms. Zahvelisia Claxton, the 
Internal Auditor, while the winning logo was submit-
ted by Ms. Tamara Johnson, Administrative Assistant, 
Administration, and Human Resource Department.

Mr. Tyson also revealed the year-long 50th Anniversary 
Calendar of events which will include, among others, 
distribution of care packages (January to December), 
production of commemorative documentaries on 
pioneers, members, staff , and scholarship holders 
(January-December), relay competition (April/May), 
commemorative magazine (July), worship service (July 
24), essay competition for secondary schools students 
(October), quiz competition for primary schools stu-
dents (November), and staff  awards/gala (November/
December).

The ceremony, which was attended by members of the 
various 50th Anniversary Celebrations committees and 
streamed on NCCU’s Facebook page live, was chaired 
by NCCU’s Business Development and Marketing 
Offi  cer, Ms. Jaedee Caines. The National Anthem was 
rendered by one of NCCU’s scholarship holders, Miss 
Sindodre Flemming, prayer was invoked by NCCU’s 
Accounting and Finance Manager, Pastor Londy 
Esdaille, while NCCU’s Internal Auditor, who is 
also the Recorder, Anniversary Committee, Ms. 
Zahvelisia Claxton, gave the vote of thanks.

Nevis Co-
operative 

Credit Union 
Launches 

50th 
Anniversary 

Celebrations
Cont'd from Page 14

Past and present NCCU pioneers and employees
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SKNTA gets new Executive
DESPITE the challenges posed by COVID-19, the St. Kitts-Nevis Tennis 
Association (SKNTA) was able to hold a successful Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on Friday (Jan. 28) to elect a new executive to pave the 
way for the continuous growth of the game.

The 2022 meeting was held in a hybrid format where several persons 
were present at Warner Park and others in a virtual space, and that did not 
stop all of the incumbent representatives from being returned to offi  ce.

Watkins Chiverton was returned unopposed as the President of the 
SKNTA, while Walwyn Chiverton was unchallenged as the Vice 
President. Neil Owen remained the Treasurer of the Association and 
Lizbeth Burrell was  supported for the role of Assistant Secretary.

The Public Relations Offi  cer position went to Jermine Abel, who also 
ran unopposed, while Cuthbert Burrell was also returned as an Executive 
Floor Member.

There were three new additions to the Executive, with Ludis Francis, 
Shaquan Hodge and Mashanda Nisbette, as their nominations were 

unchallenged and, as such, voted into their new positions. 

Nisbette assumed the position of Secretary, while the other two were 
elected to Executive positions.

President Chiverton pointed to the continued development of juniors, 
the second staging of the World Junior Tour J5 Tournament on St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and the push for a home and national facility were several 
of his aims and that of the  Executive.

“The past two years have been a challenge for the sport locally owing 
to the pandemic, but we worked through those and have been able to 
continue working on developing the next generation of players. Our 
mandates for the next two year have changed and those will be our 
focus as we continue to focus on the future and placing St. Kitts-Nevis 
back on the tennis map,” noted President Chiverton.

This year will see the return of the International Tennis Federation 
Cont'd on Page 18
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SKN Agriculture Minister Attends Virtual 
Swearing In Of Iica Director General

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Marine 
Resources, Hon. Alexis Jeff ers joined several 
Ministers of Agriculture, senior offi  cials, and digni-
taries from across the Caribbean, Latin America, and 
African States to witness Dr. Manuel Otero assume 
offi  ce as Director General of the Inter-American 

Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) for 
the 2022 – 2026 period.

During the ceremony held on January 17, Minister 
Jeff ers, who was a specially invited guest congratu-
lated Dr. Otero, a well-known Veterinarian from 

Argentina as he was sworn in to serve his second 
consecutive term as head of the specialist agency.

As the round-table styled meeting wrapped up, an 
unprecedented dialogue with several representatives 
from countries in Africa, on agricultural and rural 
development issues progressed.

Bahamas’ Minister of Agriculture, Marine Resources 
and Family Island Aff airs, the Honourable Clay 
Sweeting; Minister of Agriculture of Guyana, 
Zulfi kar Mustapha; Minister of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fisheries, Rural Transformation, Industry and Labor 
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saboto Caesar; 
Secretary of Agriculture and Rural Development of 
Mexico, Víctor Villalobos; Minister of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries of Argentina, Julián 
Domínguez; Chair of the Inter-American Board of 
Agriculture (IABA), Tereza Cristina and many other 
senior offi  cials were also present at the ceremony.

The meeting was held virtually from IICA 
Headquarters in San Jose, Costa Rica.

DMR Hosts 
Productive 

2022 
Workplan 
Meeting

The Department of 
Marine Resources con-
vened its fi rst general 
staff  meeting of 2022 on 
Thursday 20th January.

Director in the 
Department of Marine 
Resources, Dr. Marc 
Williams delivered a 
brief presentation which 
highlighted the sector’s 
Workplan for 2022. Dr. 
Williams also used the op-
portunity to commend his 
staff  as well as members 
of the fi shing community 
for their dedication and 
continued thrust in mov-
ing the critically impor-
tant sector forward.

In his remarks, Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Marine Resources, Hon. 
Alexis Jeff ers, pledged 

the continued commit-
ment of the government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis to 
the fi sheries sector and 
added that “all eff orts will 
be made to enhance the 
sector”.

Meanwhile, Permanent 
Secretary, Ron Dublin 
Collins assured that 
more focus will be 
placed on Fisheries and 
Marine Resources as 
2022 has been declared 
the International Year of 
Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA 
2022).

The session wrapped up 
with a review of the out-
standing performance of 
the sector in 2021 despite 
the challenges caused by 
the global pandemic.
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(ITF) J5 Tournament, which will 
be extended for two weeks. As part 
of extending the sport to the com-
munities and within the schools, the 
Tournament Planning Committee, 
Executive Members and the 
Tournament Director have all 
agreed to host one week in Nevis.

“We have seen the success of host-
ing the tournament in 2019, and 
the interest shown by those who 
attended, and the support we re-
ceived from some in the business 
community. We will be setting up 

a meeting with the Nevis Island 
Administration on staging the 
fi rst week of the tournament in 
November on the island,” he said. 
“We want to also spread and de-
velop more interest in junior ten-
nis on the island and developing 
club level engagements.”

The new Executive will also seek 
to continue fostering a positive 
relationship with its counter-
parts across the region to further 
enhance the sport and players 
locally. 

The St. Kitts Nevis 
Observer/Nevis Printing seeks a Sales 

clarke who is also able to 
perform various other tasks such as mar-
keting and what ever else may come up on 

a day to basis. 
Send applications to

thesknobserver@yahoo.com

SKNTA gets new 
Executive CONT'D

Cont'd From Page 16
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Valentine’s Day release for 
movie shot in Nevis

By Loshaun Dixon

The first of the mov-
ies filmed on Nevis 
by MSR Media will 
be released globally 
on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14, with 
plans for a free show-
ing in Nevis ahead of 
the release date.

Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley said his ad-
ministration has gone 
in a very aggressive 

way to develop a 
movie industry on the 
island.

 “We have been blessed 
that some four movies 
were filmed here last 
year.

The first of those four 
movies will be re-
leased worldwide on 
February 14. 

“The first of those 
movies is ‘A Week 
in Paradise.’ That 

will be on all major 
streaming platforms.”

Brantley said 
Nevisians will be af-
forded the opportunity 
for those at home and 
those abroad to see 
the country in living 
display.

He disclosed that fol-
lowing a conversation 
with Philippe Martinez 
of MSR Media, a free 
premiere screening 
was offered for the 

people of Nevis. 

“That will happen be-
fore the international 
release and it will be 
a free event; an event 
we are seeking to or-
ganise at the Malcolm 
Guishard Recreational 
Park.

“The idea is for you to 
come with your fami-
lies and to see the very 
first movie made in 
Nevis released on big 
screens, on free public 
screening, for the peo-
ple to come out and see 
themselves,” Brantley 
said.

He added that they 
have talked about the 
movies, but this is the 
time Nevisians will get 
to see what has been 
created using Nevis.

 “The real star in these 
movies is the island of 
Nevis.

“I believe this is a phe-
nomenal thing, a great 
development, and I did 
not myself think it pos-
sible. But the impos-
sible has been made 
possible - that we all 
together will be able to 
have a free screening 

of this movie “A week 
in Paradise.”

Brantley said the de-
tails of the Nevisian 
showing are still being 
organised.

“We look forward to 
this, and we think that 
it is good news for us, 
and an excellent way to 
bring home the reality 
of the music-making 
business to the people 
of Nevis.

“It is not just chatter, 
not just the Premier 
talking about it. It has 
actually happened, 
and you can see it hap-
pening in the ground.”

Brantley said that 
throughout they have 
been in regular con-
tact with MSR Media, 
as they were their 
preferred partners 
when they started this 
journey.

“It was always the 
intention for St Kitts 
and Nevis to be the 
backdrop for these 
movies. There were 
scenes available in St 
Kitts and scenes avail-
able in Nevis. These 
islands provided a 

beautiful backdrop be-
cause of how close we 
are, and our ability to 
move back and forth 
easily.

“It is quite interesting 
that the two islands 
have an opportunity to 
build something.”

The Premier said that 
going forward, he 
thinks they are go-
ing to attract others 
to come to the island 
and see what the 
Federation can offer.

“One of the sell-
ing points has been 
the ease of operating 
here. Things like clos-
ing a road for half an 
hour in other coun-
tries is very difficult. 
Here, we have been 
accommodating.

“It has gone well, and 
it is my hope - and I 
am told they should 
film four movies this 
year - if that works out 
we would be in good 
nick and a good posi-
tion to continue this 
industry.”

He added that MSR 
Media are also engag-
ing in St Kitts.

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley and MSR Media’s Philippe Martinez 
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PCR testing to begin in Nevis
By Loshaun Dixon 

PCR testing will soon 
be available in Nevis, re-
moving the need to send 
samples to St Kitts and 
expanding the testing ca-
pacity in the Federation.

That is according to 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley, who indicated 
that for some time the 
island has had the neces-
sary equipment. 

“I am advised we had 
some mishaps, but 
are now on track.” 
He said the training 

was necessary for the 
health authorities of 
Nevis, in order to be 
approved to do the 
testing.

“In the last update 
that I have had, we 
have now done every-
thing. We are set up, 
the testing has been 
done, training has 
been done, and appar-
ently they have to go 
through a process of 
doing some sampling 
- that has been done, 
and those have been 
sent off to PAHO.

“We expect any minute 

now to get the go-
ahead to do PCR testing at 
the Alexandra Hospital.”

Brantley added that be-
ing able to test will be “a 
quantum leap forward for 
the island”. 

“We are now just waiting 
for PAHO to say go ahead. 
We expect that green 
light very shortly, at 
which point it means we 
no longer have to send 
samples to St Kitts to 
get them tested, and it 
will take the burden off  
the labs in St Kitts, and 
off  the JNF, and be able 
to assist with testing.” 
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UK to study and see 
their family. We have 
a very vibrant diaspora 
of Kittitians in the UK, 
but the partnership is 
about being forward-
looking and how we 
can help each other in 
the world in the things 
that matter to us,” the 
British envoy said.

He said one of the 
aims of the visit was 
about building a re-
lationship that brings 
mutual benefi ts, with 
trade being a big part 

of that. “We don’t 
spend British aid mon-
ey here in St Kitts and 
Nevis because you 
have graduated from 
eligibility for aid; you 
are too wealthy of an 
economy to be given 
aid money.”

He reminded that now 
there is a new econom-
ic partnership between 
the UK and countries 
of CARICOM dubbed 
Cariforum.

“There is a need to use 
that to get trade going 
and prosperity moving 

back and forth. 

“There are British com-
panies that can help with 
all sorts of challenges 
that your government 
is facing, and opportu-
nities your government 
wants to address.”

A c c o m p a n y i n g 
High Commissioner 
Furssedonn-Wood in 
his meeting with Prime 
Minister Harris were 
the Head of the Political 
and Communications 
team at the British 
High Commission in 
Bridgetown, Mr. Tom 

Hines; International 
Liaison Offi  cer at 
the National Crime 
Agency, Mr. John Cain, 
and Senior Trade and 
Investment Offi  cer 
in the Department of 
International Trade, 
Ms. Sherry-Ann 
Blackett.

Prime Minister Harris 
was supported by 
Cabinet Secretary, Mrs. 
Josephine Huggins; 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Offi  ce of the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Andrew 
Skerritt, and Foreign 
Service Offi  ce, Mr. 

Bjorn Hazel.

The envoy also met 
with Minister of 
Education Jonel Powell, 
and among the discus-
sions were educational 
opportunities. 

“We already have our 
Chevening scholarship 
- which is our fl agship 
British scholarship pro-
gramme - that has some 
fantastic students from 
St. Kitts and Nevis that 
have been successful 
in getting scholarships 
to study.” Furssedonn-
Wood added that there 

will be more opportuni-
ties in the future.

“There are other oppor-
tunities for our educa-
tional systems to work 
together...to do great 
work here in support 
of your government’s 
ambitions, whether it 
is through developing 
capacity and content, 
or providing remote 
learning opportunities 
so that people in this 
country can study in 
British Universities 
for a degree from the 
comfort of their homes 
here.”

Trade, security top issues CONT'D
Cont'd From Page 2
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