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World Cup takes centre stage
By Loshaun Dixon

The ICC U19 Men’s 
World Cup will offi  -
cially bowl off  today 
(January 14) with two 
matches in Guyana. 
Sixteen teams in total 
are set to face off  in 
fi xtures in four coun-
tries over the next three 
weeks, with St. Kitts, 
Trinidad and Antigua 
also hosting fi xtures. 

The tournament con-
cludes with the Final on 
Saturday, February 5 at 
the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium at North Sound 
in Antigua.

Tournament Director 
Fawwaz Baksh said that 
over 600 people will be 
coming to St Kitts and 
Nevis just to support 
this tournament.

The tournament will 
see admission to the 
grounds at 50% capac-
ity, but in order to attend 

matches one has to be 
fully vaccinated and get 
the free tickets online. 

He said it has been a 
logistically challenging 
tournament to organise.

“It is a challenging tour-
nament, and one of the 
more challenging tour-
naments the ICC has 
had. And when you put 
COVID in the equation, 
it becomes even more 
challenging.”

Baksh said Omicron 
has changed plans for 
travelling during the 
tournament.

“We have to now start 
rebooking fl ights be-
cause of travel restric-
tions for certain teams 
to get into certain 
countries. We had to ap-
proach the government 
of all four countries to 
work out policies that 
will enable all teams 
to come here while 

keeping everyone safe.”

He said the tournament 
will be seen as more 
than the competition for 
the players.

“I want to emphasize 
how great of a tour-
nament this will be, 
because they are not 
coming here just to play 
cricket, they are coming 
here to represent their 
country, their family, 
and are coming here to 
earn their spot at the 
highest level... and are 
going to pour their heart 
and soul out when they 
go on to the fi eld.”

He said ten games will 
be played at Warner 
Park and Conaree 
Cricket Centre, with 
fi ve matches at each 
venue.

“This tournament re-
quires a lot of match 
venues, and they must 
meet ICC standards. 
And those facilities the 

government has put a 
lot of money into them 
to get them up to ICC 
standards.

“When we did the fi nal 
inspection we were very 
happy with the facilities 
that were in place, and 
when we came and we 
looked at the pitches 
and outfi elds, that’s 
when we were really 
happy with what is out 
there.” 

Baksh said it will be a 
critical tournament for 
the West Indies.

“Youth development 
is the future for West 
Indies Cricket, and we 
need to get out young 
men and women to that 
level where they can 
start performing at the 
highest level. There has 

been a big push now to 
invest in our young men 
and women, and this 
tournament allows us to 
achieve our objectives.

Chris Tetley, Head of 
Events for ICC, said it’s 
not just a tournament, 
but a structure that oper-
ates on a two-year cycle 
throughout the world. 
He said that there are 
challenges hosting in 
the Caribbean. 

“Moving the number 
of people involved in a 
major event is always a 
major challenge. Across 
four countries, four gov-
ernment jurisdictions, is 
a challenge, particularly 
at this time.”

He said the organisers 
will take seriously the 
health and safety of 

everyone involved in 
the event.

Tetley mentioned the 
benefi ts of hosting the 
tournament. 

“It is a great opportunity 
to reinforce what a great 
reputation St Kitts and 
Nevis has in hosting 
an international cricket 
competition. The cover-
age an ICC event gets is 
global.

“Over 175 countries 
will be taking the broad-
cast of the U19 World 
Cup. There is visibility 
that St Kitts and Nevis 
has as a host of the 
U19 World Cup. It is 
a great opportunity to 
showcase the beauty of 
St Kitts and the world 
class facility at Warner 
Park.”

The warm-up game featuring Pakistan and Bangladesh at Warner Park
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Grant regrets 
behaviour, but calls 

for full context 
to be provided

By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant is 
expressing regret for his behaviour in 
an incident that has gone viral around 
the region and has called for full con-
text to be provided.

Grant was seen on video admonishing 
police officers who were threatening 
to shut down an event after sev-
eral COVID protocols had not been 
followed.

Grant in a statement said,  “I have 
seen the videos, I have heard the 
commentary on the airwaves, and I 
have read the messages regarding the 
incident between myself and the po-
lice officers. He said the videos do not 
display the full extent of the incident 
of that night.

“I do understand the position that I 
hold. I regret how the circumstances 
have been portrayed, and I wish to 
assure the public, and the police in 
particular, that I fully support their 
efforts at law and order. I encourage 
the police to gather all the evidence 
and to investigate the full context of 

the matter.” 

Since the incident, the Police have 
announced they are in the process of 
investigating the matter and are gath-
ering evidence.

Meanwhile, Labour Party Leader Dr 
Terrance Drew is calling for the res-
ignation of Grant, as a result of the 
incident, and for Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris to take action.

“The SKNLP finds the actions of the 
sitting Minister of Government and 
member of Cabinet to be simply ap-
palling, particularly within the present 
context of a steep spike in COVID-19 
cases in recent weeks.

“Prime Minister Hon. Dr Timothy 
Harris must enforce discipline 
within his cabinet for this unforgiv-
able breach of the law and the trust 
and confidence of the people who 
Minister Grant is called to serve and 
obey.”

Dr Drew on Wednesday staged a 
one-man protest outside govern-
ment headquarters calling for Grant’s 
resignation.

Minister of Tourism, Transport and Ports, Lindsay Grant
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No one will 
be beyond 

scrutiny
The government has hit the ground running in 2022. 

Less than a month after the administration emphasized that it remains ful-
ly committed to the development of a digital economy in the Federation, 
Prime Minister Timothy Harris met with a group of investors to discuss 
several areas available in the local economy for collaboration and invest-
ment, primarily digital transformation.

Dr. Harris told the investors on Tuesday last, that their presentation indi-
cated that they have a broad view and want to contribute to our country 
beyond the traditional. He also carefully prioritized the preferred path to 
development.

“We recognize that making money is important, but making money from 
doing something meaningful and constructive to the society, shaping it 
and developing and making it a better place is always welcomed.”

It is apt to note that during his budget speech last month, the Prime 
Minister promised that in the coming years, “we will work to build out 
the infrastructure necessary to support a digital Government. We would 
also pursue a comprehensive digital system that would significantly re-
duce the heavy reliance on paper-based processes and documentation in 
the Civil Service. It would also be necessary for attention to be given to 
building technical skills and knowledge in the use of digital technology 
to improve efficiency in the Public Sector and the wider community”.

He vowed that priority would be given to the implementation of initia-
tives that are targeted at developing the three pillars identified to enable 
digital transformation in the Public Sector - the People, the Processes, 
and the Technology.

The investors were assured by Dr. Harris that the Federation’s economy 
is supportive of private sector investment, and reminded that we have 
“extremely good relations with the United States of America that contin-
ues to be our main market for exports and imports”.

“Though we may be small, among every criterion in terms of socio-
economic development, we are towering way ahead of the class,” Prime 
Minister Harris also asserted.

The digitalization of areas within the domestic economy was top on the 
agenda between the investors and the Prime Minister, who said that 2022 
has been earmarked for the beginning of transformative economic diver-
sification led by e-commerce digitalization and the development of new 
industries.

One of the major investors opined that it was a “fruitful mission”. Time 
will tell as to what impact was made in relation to the level of investment 
that will be forthcoming.

The Government recently promised digital transformation; it’s begun 
acting on that promise. All and sundry should use this a yardstick.

The Observer will maintain its objectivity in assessing the positives or 
negatives of such high-profile engagements; the commitment to hold our 
leaders and decision-makers accountable – at all levels – will remain 
steadfast. No promise will go unnoticed. Absolutely no one will be be-
yond scrutiny.

Several Persons 
Arrested And 

Charged In Relation 
To Illegal Entry 
Case In Nevis

(RSCNPF): 

Police investigations into the entry of 
illegal immigrants have resulted in 
several persons receiving a number 
of charges. Some twenty-one (21) 
nationals of Haiti are in custody after 
entering the Federation via Nevis il-
legally on January 02, 2022, on a ves-
sel that ran aground at Bath Village.

On January 12, 2022, Wensley George 
and Brian Etienne, both of whom are 
nationals of Dominica, were charged 
for the offences of Illegal Entry into 
the Federation at a Non-Formal 
Port, Disembarking Without the 
Consent of an Immigration Officer 
and Allowing Persons to Disembark 
a Vessel as the Master of said Vessel.

Also on January 12, 2022, Datus 
Gregoire and Vincent Wendy-
Darlene, both of whom are nationals 
of Haiti residing at McKnight, St. 
Kitts, were charged for the offences 
of Harbouring Illegal Immigrants. 
Gregoire was granted bail that same 
day in the sum of $5,000 with two 
(2) sureties for his appearance at the 
Charlestown Magistrate Court on 
January 18, 2022. Wendy-Darlene 

remains in Police custody.

On January 08, 2022, Emmett Bart of 
Sprott Street, St. Kitts, was charged 
for the offence of Harbouring a 
Fugitive. He has been remanded at 
Her Majesty’s Prison.

On January 07, 2022, Rudolph 
Claxton of Craddock Road, Nevis, 
and Leroy Walters of Government 
Road, Nevis, were charged for 
the offences of Harbouring Illegal 
Immigrants. They received bail later 
that same day in the sum of $10,000, 
with two sureties for their appear-
ances at the Charlestown Magistrate 
Court on January 11, 2022.

George was apprehended by the 
Police and taken into custody along 
with Bart following an operation con-
ducted at Bart’s residence. Etienne 
was caught at the airport attempt-
ing to flee the country. Gregoire, 
Wendy-Darlene, and Claxton were 
apprehended following an operation 
conducted on a house at Old Hospital 
Road, Nevis, at which a small group 
of illegal immigrants were found. 
Walters, who was present at the 
time, fled the scene, but was later 
captured by the Police.
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Indian High Commissioner has “extensive 
interaction” with SKN leadership

By Loshaun Dixon 

High Commissioner of 
India, K. J. Srinivasa, 
was in St Kitts and 
Nevis this week, where 
he discussed multiple 
areas for bilateral col-
laboration between the 
two countries 

Speaking with the me-
dia Thursday, Srinivasa 
said he had “exten-
sive interaction” with 
the leadership of the 
Federation.

“I’ve met with the 
Prime Minister, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
the Governor-General, 
Speaker of the National 
Assembly. We have dis-
cussed extensive issues 
and matters of mutual 
interest, and some is-
sues that were pending 
for a long time we have 

been able to resolve. 
And at the same time, 
we have been able to 
offer new assistance and 
projects for St Kitts and 
Nevis.”

He reminded that last 
year India donated 
15,000 AstraZeneca 
Vaccines that were the 
first to help St Kitts and 
Nevis kick start its vac-
cination programme. 

“Today, India has re-
started its vaccine ex-
port programme, which 
was stopped for a bit 
because of the second 
wave of COVID that hit 
last year.”

Addressing some of 
the discussions that 
were held, Srinivasa 
recounted that St Kitts 
and Nevis had joined 
the International Solar 
Alliance, and he was 

happy to receive the rat-
ification of that agree-
ment by St Kitts and 
Nevis’ government.

“The ratification means 
now St Kitts and Nevis 
is eligible for technol-
ogy transfer and fund-
ing in the solar alliance. 
It is a step towards pre-
venting climate change, 
promoting renewable 
energy.

He said the Indian Prime 
Minister has been active 
in promoting renewable 
energy, and their coun-
try was on the path to 
working with others.

“Under the International 
Solar Alliance, they are 
looking to fund small 
projects up to $50,000 
as a grant, to work in 
various sectors. It could 
include solarization of 
health facilities, solar 

cold storage for Agri 
produce and fisheries, 
and solar agricultural 
pumps. We have offered 
this to the government 
of St Kitts and Nevis 
if they want to support 
small projects.”

He said he had also pro-
posed to the government 
here, the Indian offer of 
a $10M line of credit for 
solar energy projects. 

“This is a commitment 
by the government of 
India as part of a $150M 
commitment to Caricom 
countries, and we hope 
to hear back from them 
with a proper project 
proposal.”

Srinivasa said they were 
also hoping to start a 
scholarship programme 

for the middle of this 
year “Along with that, 
we are offering St Kitts 
and Nevis a chance to 
get high tech experts in 
any particular field.”

Aquaculture, fisheries, 
water purification and 
electricity distribution are 
among some of the areas 
he mentioned.

“The government of India 
will fund the experts from 
its side, only the local 
hospitality will be taken 
care of by the local gov-
ernment. We are offering 
them as consultants to 
come in, work with your 
government, and see if 
there is any problem with 
any system - how to set it 
right, suggest means and 
ways to work on it.” The 
High Commissioner said 

India has access to good 
resources in the health-
care sector.

“We have offered help 
in procuring nurses from 
India, because nurses 
from India are in high 
demand from the US, UK 
and in Gulf countries. So 
if we can be of any help 
getting nurses from India, 
we are going to on that 
aspect.”

He added that they also 
offered COWIN soft-
ware, where you can track 
vaccinations in real-time 
and avoid duplication of 
vaccination cards. 

“Most Indian vaccina-
tion cards are QR codes, 
so nobody can duplicate 
them.”

High Commissioner of India, K. J. Srinivasa
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AG Byron Jr: Administration of justice 
is alive and well in St Kitts and Nevis

(SKNIS): 

Attorney General and Minister 
of Justice and Legal Affairs, 
Honourable Vincent Byron Jr., 
said that St. Kitts and Nevis has 
successfully navigated significant 
challenges to the legal system 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 
over the past two years, and has 
ensured that the administration of 
justice remains alive and well.

The message was communicated 
during an address for the Virtual 
Opening of the Law Year 2022 on 
Tuesday, January 11. The virtual 

opening was hosted by the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC) 
and featured presentations from 
representatives of member states.

Minister Byron Jr. noted that the 
Government provided greater 
access to technology and tech-
nological tools to ensure that 
COVID-related disruptions to the 
court were minimized. As a result, 
Magistrate Court hearings were 
facilitated by Zoom, while the 
ECSC e-Litigation Portal has been 
very useful in the filing of court 

Attorney General and Minister of Justice and Legal Aff airs, Honourable Vincent Byron Jr.Cont'd on Page 14
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Grant: Cruise set to remain 
busy despite COVID

By Loshaun Dixon 

Despite the resurgence 
of COVID-19 globally 
and the discovery of the 
Omicron variant, cruise 
tourism is set to remain 
busy for January and 
February, Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 
has announced.

On Tuesday, six cruise 
ships visited St Kitts, 
with Grant noting the 
occasion as a “very 
signifi cant” day for 
the cruise industry and 
tourism in St Kitts and 
Nevis.

“We have been very 
challenged over the last 
several days and weeks 
with the advent of the 
Omicron virus, but I be-
lieve because we have 
constantly engaged our 
partners...today I think 
is the result of those ef-
forts that we have put 
in over the last several 
weeks. We are hoping 
as we progress to the 
end of January and 
February, that the threat 
of Omicron will be less-
ened, and we have a 
more signifi cant cruise 
season.”

Grant said he was de-
lighted to see the hair 
braiders, the primate-
petting vendors, Port 
Zante merchants, and 
all who have the benefi t 
of receiving an econom-
ic stimulus from the six 
ships.

“We want to thank our 
cruise line partners for 
having the trust and 
confi dence they reposed 
in us to make St Kitts 
and Nevis again one of 
the major cruising desti-
nations in the Caribbean 

“I am very delighted, 
because I just checked 
over at the taxi stand and 
we have already had 65 
jobs dispatched with the 
taxi operators, and we 
are not halfway through 
the day.” On Monday, 
Grant said over the past 

months, they have made 
great strides in rebuild-
ing eff orts with the re-
turn of major air carriers 
and cruise line partners. 

“Although our phased 
approach to rebuild-
ing the sector attracted 
some scepticism, it did 
prove to be successful 
in building confi dence 
from our trade part-
ners and our potential 
visitors.”

He said the implemen-
tation of health and 
safety protocols, and 
the nation’s success-
ful vaccination rollout, 
have resulted in the vac-
cination of some 81.5 
per cent of the adult 
target population, and 
has been critical to the 
eff orts. 

A total of 99,339 cruise 
passengers have visited 
since November 1, and 
in January they are ex-
pected to welcome some 
72 cruise calls with four 
inaugural calls, while 

62 calls are anticipated 
in February.

“The phased reopening 
of the cruise sector was 
met with its own set of 
challenges, as both our 
destination and cruise 
lines tried their best to 
navigate the uncharted 
water of COVID-19 
while mitigating the risk 
of spreading the virus.

“Together we have been 
able to overcome some 
of these obstacles, and it 
will require a continued 
all-of-society approach 
as we move forward 
and continue our eff orts 
to rebuild.” 

Grant added that 
there was some un-
certainty created by 
the emergence of the 
omicron variant of the 
COVID-19 virus over 
the past few weeks, and 
they have been bom-
barded by the news of 
outbreaks and imposed 
restrictions and actions 
taken by governments 

and industry partners 
in the source markets, 
as they continue their 
eff orts to mitigate the 
spread of the virus 
which could potentially 
stifl e the rebuilding ef-
forts of the global travel 
industry.

“Removing the quaran-
tine for fully vaccinated 
passengers arriving by 
air and re-introducing 

free fl ow for fully vacci-
nated cruise passengers 
on Saturday, December 
11, placed the destina-
tion in a more com-
petitive space and 
encouraged travellers to 
our beautiful shores.”

He said that in 
December there were 
more than 6,966 air 
arrivals, as major air 
carriers have resumed 

operations from source 
markets.

He said December was 
a strong month for the 
North American car-
riers, which brought 
5,389 passengers out 
of 6966 passengers or 
77.3% of total arrivals.

Grant noted that there is 
work to be done in the 
stayover area.

A total of 99,339 cruise passengers have visited since November 1
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Health Ministry aims at 
keeping schools open

By Loshaun Dixon 

Keeping all students 
in schools in St Kitts 
and Nevis will be the 

aim of the Ministry of 
Health, according to Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson, 
who said possible 
positive COVID cases 
should not close entire 

learning institutions.

“We believe that lim-
iting COVID spread 
is key to keeping the 
schools open. The best 

protection is getting vac-
cinated - for those who 
can be vaccinated - along 
with the use of the non-
pharmaceuticals,” Dr 
Wilkinson said. He added 

that children should not 
stay out of school be-
cause they “may be 
positive.”

“Whereas early on when 
we identified one or two 
cases in a school and 
the school was closed 
down, we believe the 
best place for children 
now is to be in the 
classroom, because be-
ing out of school for 
a long period of time 
could have negative 
psychological and psy-
chosocial effects on the 
children.”

Dr Wilkinson said it is 
important to make sure 
to test children, to stay 
in school. 

“So, if we have a sus-
pected case that child 
will be tested. If he/she 
is negative they will 
stay in school, and if 
positive, he/she will be 
taken out. I don’t think 
you will be seeing the 
mass closure of schools 
going forward.”

He said they have to 
recalibrate how they 
address the virus going 
forward in a “sensible 
and practical way”.

“We should expect 
when school opens that 
we will have positive 
cases, but we will ad-
dress them in a timely 
manner. And once per-
sons continue to be 
vaccinated, wear their 
masks appropriately, 
hand sanitize frequent-
ly, we can control the 

spread.”

He also appealed to 
the teachers to be 
vaccinated. 

Last Friday, Minister of 
Education Jonel Powell 
announced that schools 
will reopen for face-
to-face instruction on 
January 10, only for 
early childhood devel-
opment and fifth form 
students.

“These students are in 
the process of prepar-
ing to write CXC ex-
aminations, and at this 
critical juncture, require 
face-to-face instruction. 
Therefore, the main 
objectives during this 
two-week period are to 
ensure that these stu-
dents are able to com-
plete their SBAs, and 
remain on target for the 
completion of the CXC 
syllabus in time for the 
exams, which are sched-
uled for May of 2022.”

He had also indi-
cated that fifth form-
ers of Basseterre High 
School and Washington 
Archibald High School 
would report to school 
for all-day sessions for 
the next two weeks, 
before the returning to 
shift system on January 
24.

Face-to-face instruc-
tions for all other stu-
dents will commence 
on January 24, but prior 
to that, students are en-
gaged in revision work 
remotely.

Dr Cameron Wilkinson
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MALTA: THE CROSSROADS OF ANCIENT 
MEDITERRANEAN HISTORY

TRAVEL by Eric Mac-
kenzie Lamb

The Republic of Malta 
has always been one of 
the places I’ve wanted to 
visit. But due to today’s 
ever-changing Covid-19 
restrictions on travel, 
the small island nation 
was difficult to get to. 
However, I did finally 
make it last summer. And 
what I saw was nothing 
short of fascinating. And 
that’s not even mention-
ing its history.

First, some background.

Malta is an island country 
of the European Union 
consisting of an archipel-
ago in the Mediterranean 
Sea. It lies 50 miles south 
of Italy, 176 miles east of 
Tunisia, and 207 miles 
north of Libya. With a 
population of around 
515,000 over an area of 
just 122 square miles, it’s 
the world’s tenth small-
est country in area. And 
its capital, Valletta, is the 
smallest in the E.U.

The country’s national 
language is Maltese, 
which was derived from 
Sicilian Arabic over 
centuries, while English 
serves as its second offi-
cial language.  Below is 
an example of how strik-
ingly different they are 
from each other.

Inhabited since ap-
proximately 5,900 BC, 
Malta’s location in the 
central Mediterranean 
has historically given the 

island great strategic im-
portance as a naval base, 
with a succession of 
powers having contested 
and ruled the islands, 
including Phoenicians, 
Carthaginians, Romans, 
Greeks, Arabs, Normans, 
Aragonese, the Knights 
of St John, and the 
French and British. Each 
left an indelible mark on 
the country’s culture. 

In 58 AD, Paul the 
Apostle remained in 
Malta for three months 
after his ship washed 
up on the island’s shore 
during a storm. Malta 
has had Christianity for 
centuries, although it was 
predominantly Muslim 

while under Arab rule. 
Muslim rule ended with 
the invasion of the is-
land by Roger I and the 
Knights of Malta in 1091. 

Today, Catholicism is the 
country’s official religion 
but its  constitution guar-
antees freedom of wor-
ship for all.

Malta became a British 
colony in 1813, serv-
ing as a way station for 
ships as well as head-
quarters for the British 
Mediterranean naval 
fleet. During World 
War II, despite being 
besieged by the Axis 
powers, Malta became a 
strategic base for British 
military operations in 
North Africa. 

In 1964, the British 
parliament passed the 
Malta Independence 

Act. The country be-
came a Republic in 1974 
and a member state of 
the Commonwealth 
of Nations, with its 
own seat at the United 
Nations. It officially 
joined the European 
Union in 2004.

When the Suez Canal 
opened in 1869, Malta’s 
strategic position, half-
way between the Strait 
of Gibraltar and Egypt, 
proved to be its main as-
set and was considered 
an important stop on the 
way to India, a vital trade 
route for the British.

Malta has three 
UNESCO World 

Heritage sites, as well as 
seven temples which are 
some of the oldest free 
standing structures in the 
world.

Finally, something you 
may not know: in 1989, 
Malta was the venue 
for a historic meeting 
between US President 
George H.W. Bush and 
his Russian counterpart 
Mikhael Gorbachev, an 
event which marked the 
end of the Cold War.

Oh, and lest we for-
get: Malta even has its 
own carnival during the 
week leading up to Ash 
Wednesday. A touch of 
Caribbean culture?

Malta’s rugged coast. Image by the 
author

Government offices in Valletta. Im-
age by the author

A Catholic Church in Valletta. Im-
age by the author

Entrance to a cemetery for Turkish 
soldiers who died during the Ot-
toman era conflicts. It was com-

missioned by Sultan Abdul Aziz in 
1873. Image by the author

Valletta harbour. Image by the 
author

The remnants of a free standing Ro-
man temple. Image by the author
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HOUSE FOR RENT AT 
HAMILTON ESTATE

3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS, 
FULLY FURNISHED

INTERESTED PERSONS 
CALL 664-3077/665-1025

House for sale at 
Four Seasons Resort Estates

Asking Price: $4.35 
on .89 acres

For information, contact:

sales@fsrenevis.com

VACANCY
"Meridian Medical is seeking applications for 

their medical spa division.

Applicants must be licensed in dermal aesthetics, 
or equivalent. Applicants must also have 

experience in a medical office. 5 years minimum 
experience. Please email curriculum vitae to 

dr.vryenhoek@gmail.com"

Vacancy
Flavors Plus Resturant

Requires a Chef
Specializes in Indian & Chinese Cuisine, 

(curries, tandoor and snacks)
with a minimum of 10 years experience

Contact: 662-9736
Email: livrosy12@hotmail.com

The St. Kitts Nevis 
Observer/Nevis Printing seeks a Sales 

clarke who is also able to 
perform various other tasks such as mar-
keting and what ever else may come up on 

a day to basis. 
Send applications to

thesknobserver@yahoo.com

Vacancy at SPA CAFE
Looking for a Spa Receptionist

Contact # 662-2300
Company Email Address: Spacafe@gmail.com

Vacancy
Seeking for a cleaner

763-9585

Vacancy
Marland Heavy Equipment

Secretary/Assistant
Contact#661-9725

"ADMINISTRATIVE/
CLERICAL SERVICES FOR 
HIRE.  Very reasonable rates.

CALL 764-7491.

RK GEMS.
Port Zante.

Wanted Sales Manager
contact : Mahendra Singh Kiroula

+18697667777
mk@ktcsvdm.com
www.ktcsvdm.com

Current Vacancies @ Royal Gems Port Zante 
St.Kitts : Experienced watchmaker-Male only
Sales Manager-Female only.
If you have an work experience in 1) Watch 
Making(Male) & 2) Sales(Female) Please send 
your Resume to royalgemshr@gmail.com

Looking for experienced Salon 
and Spa professionals.

following positions are available 
Manicurist and Pedicurist ,Massage 
therapist, Hairstylist ,Beauticians

Please email your Biodata to chop-
shopskb@gmail.com.
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Dr. Harris pushes sustainability 
plan to OAS

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris has 
highlighted four areas 
for the hemisphere to 
consider for sustain-
ability and resilience 
to be recognised in the 
region.

Addressing the oc-
casion of the Virtual 
Protocolary Meeting of 
the Permanent Council 
of the Organization of 
American States (OAS), 
Dr Harris acknowledged 
the theme of ‘Resilience 
and Sustainability for 
Development’, not-
ing that the pandemic 
has exposed the weak-
nesses of global health 
and socioeconomic 
architecture. 

“It further underscores 
that our countries can-
not operate as if it were 
business as usual. We 
must take collective and 
decisive action now, to 
build more resilient and 
sustainable economies 
for future generations.”

He said for Small Island 
Developing States striv-
ing to co-exist with 
the coronavirus while 
protecting the already 
fragile economies, there 
are four facets of resil-
ience that merit consid-
eration in the pursuit of 
a robust and sustainable 
recovery.

“These in my view are 
economic resilience, en-
vironmental resilience, 
social resilience and di-
saster resilience.

“Although we often 
conveniently find it 
necessary to identify 
resilience as a national 
mission or objective, 
it is by no means suf-
ficient. There are no 
historical units of mea-
sure that allow us to 
know how resilient we 
were 40 years ago, how 
resilient we are today, 
and the level of resil-
ience that we aspire to 

achieve five to ten years 
into the future.”

Dr Harris said there is 
no acceptable compos-
ite index of resilience, 
but noted that all is not 
lost, as there are readily 
available and universal-
ly accepted underlying 
forces that are measur-
able, and that can be 
monitored carefully to 
assess vulnerability to 
exogenous forces.

“If we fail to recognize 
the significance of these 
forces, and if we fail to 
develop and put in place 
performance measures 
that monitor our prog-
ress, we will likely find 
ourselves in the same 
place that we were 20 
or 30 years ago - with 
unacceptably high rates 
of unemployment, low 
rates of income and 
growth, and attendant 
high rates of poverty 
in the hemisphere, pro-
pelling a massive hu-
man capital flight, as 
our best and brightest 
heads, head for the exits 
in search of better al-
ternative opportunities 
or the so-called greener 
pastures.”

He added that economic 
resilience can be im-
proved through expan-
sionary monetary and 
fiscal policies, as seen 
in the United States of 
America, Europe and 
elsewhere.

“In my experience and 
the experience of St 
Kitts and Nevis, lower 
personal and corporate 
tax rates, lower inter-
est rates, lower debt-
to-GDP ratios, and 
increased levels of for-
eign direct investments, 
are critical to our eco-
nomic development and 
indeed our economic 
resilience.

“We have also found 
that those policies and 
measures are dispropor-
tionately negative for 
the least wealthy among 
us. Propelling the entire 

country forward togeth-
er, we have, in a manner 
of speaking, to adopt 
the slogan of the OAS 
‘More rights for more 
people’, while offering 
performance measures 
that allow us to evaluate 
our economic perfor-
mance and resilience.’”

He said that with re-
spect to what the World 
Bank defines as ‘voice 
and accountability’, 
“St Kitts and Nevis is 
ranked fourth among 
our member states, in-
dicating that here in my 
beloved country, there 
is a healthy respect for 
contrasting points of 
view expressed by the 
opposing political side”.

“Democracy has been 
at the heart of the work 
of the OAS, and we 
are heartened that we 
are in excellent stand-
ing in that particular 
indicator. In the World 
Justice Project Rule of 
Law Index, St Kitts and 
Nevis has been among 
the top performers 

within the OECS and 
CARICOM.”

Dr Harris implored the 
OAS not to allow the 
passionate plea from 
fellow CARICOM 
heads of government at 
the recently concluded 
COP26 to fall on deaf 
ears.

“Let it challenge all of 
us to make a difference 
to our own daily efforts, 
creating a safer environ-
ment to live and prosper. 
Climate change stymies 
our economic develop-
ment, and gives rise to 
migration issues and 
other related challenges. 
Climate change, which 
the Secretary General 
reminds us represents 
an existential threat to 
all of us, but more par-
ticularly small island 
states, is destroying the 
conditions for life and 
well-being, with record 
heat, worsening hur-
ricanes, floods and sea 
level rises.

“We must work 

assiduously to fulfil our 
pledges to adapt to, and 
mitigate its effects, in-
cluding more resilient 
health facilities. And 
here I take the oppor-
tunity to commend the 
PAHO (Pan-American 
Health Organization) 
smart hospital program 
as best in adaptation.”

Dr Harris also thanked 
all hemispheric part-
ners for assistance 
during the pandemic 
for the last two years.

“Certainly, it is only 
by working together - 
as we have been doing 
- that we can defeat 
the virus,  re-energize 
our economies, and 
put our people back 
to work, thereby se-
curing the prosperity 
for the people of the 
Americas.”

He said as the lead 
head of govern-
ment on health 
matters in the quasi-
cabinet of CARICOM, 
he applauds the 

herculean efforts of 
the Pan-American 
Health Organization 
and the Caribbean 
Public Health Agency, 
in mobilizing re-
sources to address the 
health challenges of 
COVID-19 

“The past two years 
have been particularly 
difficult for people 
across the hemisphere, 
as the convergence of 
crises has generated 
unprecedented shocks 
to our lives and liveli-
hoods, and simulta-
neously thwarted our 
growth and develop-
ment agenda. 

“For the fragile econo-
mies of our CARICOM 
region, we are also 
confronted with the 
devastating effects of 
climate change, limited 
access to concessionary 
financing, de-risking of 
correspondent banking 
services, the escalating 
costs of food and com-
modities, and growing 
supply chain issues.”

Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Timothy Harris, addressing the Virtual Protocolary Meeting of the Permanent 
Council of the OAS
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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documents, scheduling hearings, and facilitat-
ing online searches.

He also highlighted several notable achieve-
ments that took place in the twin-island 
Federation in 2021. 

These include the opening of the new Court 
Annex of the Sir Lee L. Moore Judicial and 
Legal Complex named in honour of Governor-
General Sir S. W. Tapley Seaton, as well as 
the relocation of the High Court Registry and 
Intellectual Property Office to a permanent 

home.

Honourable Byron Jr. said that the Government 
places a high value on the rule of law.

“The Court remains an integral part of our na-
tion-state which strives every day to live up to its 
mission statement to serve its member states by 
providing access to a system of justice that is ac-
countable and independent and administered by 
offi  cers in a prompt, fair, effi  cient and eff ective 
manner,” the Attorney General stated. 

“We are cognizant of the contribution that the ju-
diciary makes to the socio-economic development 

of our countries and we are fi rm in the knowledge 
that the judicial branch is an essential guardian 
and a vital enforcer of those fundamental prin-
ciples enshrined in the democracies.”

AG Byron Jr. added that jury trials were likely to 
increase in the near law year in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
given the high vaccination rate of the population. 

He indicated that digital reforms will continue 
within the legal system and are likely to remain in 
place even after the pandemic. 

Honourable Byron Jr. ended by wishing the 
court a productive 2022.

AG Byron Jr: Administration of justice is 
alive and well in St Kitts and Nevis CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 6
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PM Harris discusses 
digitalization 

and economic 
diversifi cation with 
group of investors 

(SKNIS) 

On Tuesday, January 11, Prime 
Minister Dr. the Honourable Timothy 
Harris met with a group of investors 
led by billionaire American entre-
preneur and former actor Mr. Brock 
Pierce to discuss several areas avail-
able in the local economy for collabo-
ration and investment.

“Because we are still relatively 
young with our independence going 
on thirty-eight (38) years, there is 
still a lot of scope for persons to pio-
neer in several areas of our economy. 
We are happy from the presentation 
that you have a broad view which is 

important, that you want to contribute 
to the country beyond the traditional 
and we recognize that making money 
is important, but making money from 
doing something meaningful and 
constructive to the society, shaping it 
and developing and making it a better 
place is always welcomed. 

“Our economy is supportive of pri-
vate sector investment and we have 
extremely good relations with the 
United States of America (U.S.A) 
that continues to be our main market 
for exports and imports. We have a 
small but viable manufacturing sec-
tor which was critical in producing 

key components for ventilators early 
in the COVID-19 pandemic. Though 
we may be small, among every cri-
terion in terms of socio-economic 

development, we are towering way 
ahead of the class,” said Prime 

Prime Minister Harris (3rd from left in front row) poses with the group of investors led 
by Mr. Brock Pierce (2nd from left in front row)

Cont'd on Page 21
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Minister Harris.

The digitalization of areas within 
the domestic economy was top on 
the agenda between the Bitcoin guru 
and Prime Minister Harris, an area 
described as essential to sustainable 
economic development, along with 
investment in geothermal energy. 

Prime Minister Harris also discussed 
the Federation’s world-renowned 
tourism product, which encompasses 
both leisure and education tourism as 

drivers for development.

Mr. Pierce, through his organization, 
has created a Plastic Reduction Credit 
(PRC) in an eff ort to protect phyto-
plankton, a major producer of car-
bon, and aid in the removal of tons of 
plastic from the world’s oceans. Mr. 
Pierce described his mission to the 
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis as 
a success, already identifying several 
areas of economic interest where in-
vestment could be made.

“I think it was a fruitful mission where 
we got the chance to come to see what 

we thought were opportunities and to 
verify that these are opportunities we 
want to pursue further. Now the next 
step for us is to organize a team and 
begin to do our due diligence. The 
feedback from everyone who is a 
part of this delegation is enthusiasm, 
excitement, gratitude for the way we 
were hosted, the Government’s avail-
ability and support. So, we are very 
excited about the future possibilities. 

“This is a nice place to do work, 
so we are very excited too; there 
is broad excitement with the entire 
team here. We are very happy about 

ocean clean-up and removing plastic 
from the ocean. When we eat fi sh, 
some of our fi sh is consumed with a 
lot of plastic and it is a problem that 
most people fail to realize. Through 
Diatom.fund we are working to fi x 
this problem,” said Mr. Pierce.

Prime Minister Harris has earmarked 
the year 2022 the beginning of trans-
formative economic diversifi cation 
led by e-commerce digitalization and 
the development of new industries, 
to create better jobs and improve the 
lives of all citizens and residents.

PM Harris discusses digitalization and 
economic diversifi cation CONT'D

Cont'd on Page 18
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