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Agricultural 
sector plans for 
growth in 2022

By Loshaun Dixon 

“Fostering Economic 
Growth through 
Innovation” will be 
the main focus of the 
Ministries of Agriculture 
in both St Kitts and Nevis 
for 2022, according to se-
nior offi  cials.

Speaking at the 
Department of 
Agriculture’s annual 
review and planning 
forum, Agenda 2022, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ron Collins, 
expressed optimism in 
the trajectory of the sec-
tor as a result of several 
important factors.

“The foundation has been 
built for the sector to take 
off ; when we look at our 
planning, the levels of ac-
countability that has been 
brought to agriculture, 
the enhancement, reform, 
the work moving the sec-
tor from the rut of the 
ground to the surface of 
real production.”

He lauded the continued 
eff orts, vision casting, 
and sharing of the minis-
try and its objectives, that 
have been brought into 
the sector by Minister 
Alexis Jeff ers 

“I accredit what we do 
now to the vision that he 
has cast. Agriculture for 
a long time was a silent 
member of our society - 
an area that existed. 

And when we recognised 
the challenges we faced 
in our society, we recog-
nised the need for its en-
hancement; the need for 
its reform.”

He said on both sides of 
the narrows, they have 
seen agriculture moving 
and advancing in a good 
direction. “We can see 
the sector is moving in a 
direction of not only re-
form, but a direction of 

enhancement.”

Federal Minister and 
Minister of Agriculture 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration, Alexis 
Jeff ers, noted that the 
country faced diffi  culties 
in 2020 and 2021, but 
this was in some ways 
instructive.

“In 2022, even though 
there are challenges, I can 
say we have learnt some 
lessons. We have to look 
at putting those lessons 
into action. 

How can we utilise those 
lessons to make the sec-
tor better than what we 
have had to deal with 
when we fi rst assumed 
responsibilities.”

Jeff ers noted that the les-
sons learned and the real-
ities that are faced today, 
suggest more needs to be 
done and less talk. 

“We have to plant more 
and produce more. The 
realities we are facing 
today, is we have issues 
with the supply chain, 
we have issues with the 
various products we are 
accustomed to walking 
into any supermarket 
and picking up. We have 
issues with pricing as 
well; goods are becoming 
more expensive because 
of the challenges with 
education.

“We are eating more these 
days, and we are aiming 
to eat more nutritious…
and the fact is, we are 
having more diffi  culty in 
supplying these foods to 
our households.”

He said they would need 
to build the sector going 
forward 

“We are built towards cre-
ating that legacy. When it 
is all said and done, our 
actions are proven to be 
our future.”

He added that they would 

be going back to basics in 
the short term.

“We are going to plant 
more; plant at least 10 
diff erent crops we believe 
will be our short term 
goal now. 

“We said we are going 
to increase production in 
pumpkin, we are going 
to increase production 
in watermelon, we are 
going to increase pro-
duction in carrots, green 
pepper, coloured pepper, 
sweet potatoes.”

Jeff ers said they have 
identifi ed the crops they 
will be focusing on this 
year.

“The short term goal is 
to feed ourselves for the 
next six months to a year, 
and that is why we chose 
those crops.”

He also urged farmers to 
look at crops that will be 
more resistant to climate 
change.

“Find the resistant and 
tolerant seeds that will 
produce for us through-
out the entire year.”

He added that they will 
also have to ensure invest 
in irrigation systems, so 
that farmers will have 
water and an adequate 
supply for their crops.

“Over the next 12 months, 
we will fi nd ways and 
means of providing free 
seedlings to farmers, 
backyard farmers and 
small-scale farmers.

“It is a charge I am issu-
ing to the department, 
we would have to fi nd 
resources.”

He noted that the eff ort 
has started in St Kitts.

“This is our eff ort in fi ll-
ing the void that is being 
created with all of these 
bottlenecks in shipment 
to St Kitts and Nevis.”

Minister of Agriculture in the Nevis Island Administration, Alexis Jeff ers
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Omicron woes cause millions in losses
By Loshaun Dixon

The Omicron variant 
of COVID-19 has sig-
nifi cantly impacted the 
cruise sector in St Kitts 
and Nevis, with up to 40 
ship cancellations in the 
last two months, result-
ing in millions in losses.

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant said the 
sector had been going 
“pretty well” until the 
omicron virus set in, 
and really set it back 
signifi cantly.

“We are not unique to 

the situation of tour-
ism and the situation of 
ships coming to the is-
land.  We have probably 
the same challenges on 
every particular island.”

He said despite the 
many calls, there were 
eight cancellations in 
December, and 32 for 
January.

“Over the last 18 months 
we have set out a policy 
document for cruising 
in St Kitts and Nevis. 
Within that document, 
we have placed certain 
protocols that St Kitts 
and Nevis would accept 

for cruise ships coming 
to St Kitts and Nevis.”

He said one of the prin-
cipal protocols they had 
agreed on, was ships 
coming into St Kitts 
- even with persons af-
fected by the disease - 
with one percent or less 
of the full capacity.

Grant reiterated that if 
more than one percent 
of passengers or crew 
on any ship are infected 
with the virus, that ship 
will be rejected.

He added that because 
the Omicron variant is 

so transmissible and so 
many people are get-
ting it, the numbers 
on the ships are now 
escalating.

“So of these 32 ships 
that have been can-
celled, a lot of them 
have been over the one 
percent, so we don’t al-
low them.” 

He added that an-
other issue is if ships 
realise they are close 
to the threshold, they 
will choose to skip the 
island.

“Sometimes this ship 
decides because St. 
Kitts is at one percent 
and our infection rate is 
0.9, and we may have 
two more persons who 
get it to carry us over 
the threshold, we’re go-
ing to bypass St. Kitts 
and go somewhere else 
which has a higher 

threshold. Rather than 
two hours before they 
come, we tell them they 
can’t come. So it’s their 
own business decision 
to move the ship, and 
we understand that.”

Grant added that some 
islands have raised their 
threshold, noting the 
Bahamas is now at a 
three percent threshold, 
and others welcome all 
ships.

“We are losing our ships 
to our competitors, that 
is really the bottom line. 
And so now we have 
to decide as a country, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, 
whether or not we are 
prepared to raise our 
threshold from one per-
cent - maybe to two and 
a half percent, whatever 
it may be.” 

He said before the pan-
demic, the Federation 

had the third highest 
spending in the region, 
with an average of 
US$135, thus the can-
cellations means signifi -
cant losses to the people 
of St Kitts and Nevis.

“Taking that into ac-
count and taking into 
account the loss of ships 
in December, we would 
have lost US$889,100 
for December. For 
January we would have 
lost US$2.6M, over 
$7M EC to this econo-
my. So it is signifi cant.”

He added that 
SCASPA has also 
lost US$130,750 and 
US$390,790 for the last 
two months.

The Tourism Minister 
said they would have to 
go back to the drawing 
board and discuss what 
to do as it relates to the 
threshold.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant
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NECESSITY IS 
STARING US 
SQUARELY IN 

THE FACE
It is said that necessity is the mother of invention; we are currently facing a 
testing situation that requires thinking outside of the box.

The government has been duly cautious, and rightly so, when making deci-
sions related to the pandemic. Health of the federation’s citizens and residents 
has been the primary focus. To date, there have not been careless missteps. It 
is most regrettable that five more lives were lost due to COVID-19 this week 
within a 72-hour period, increasing the death toll to 33. 

The victims were all elderly, had underlying conditions and were unvacci-
nated. We have been told what can save lives by the experts, we must act on 
their advice.

We remain among the territories that are at the lower end of the global scale 
in terms of covid-related deaths, and our recovery numbers have been ex-
emplary. But on another front, it appears that too much of a good thing is 
gradually becoming a bad thing. We may have to sail out of our comfort zone.

The cruise sector in St Kitts and Nevis is leaking millions and a plug must be 
found in short order.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant was as practical as it gets, when he explained 
the reality of what faces us, and what would be required to effectively change 
course and right the ship.

Port calls were encouraging for a short period, and spirits were lifted. The 
signs were that things were looking up. Reality reminded us that life was 
never meant to be easy. 

We have learnt that the sector had been going “pretty well” until the omicron 
variant set in, and set it back significantly. There were up to 40 ship cancel-
lations in the last two months, resulting in the aforementioned substantial 
financial losses.

The Minister reminded us that one of the principal protocols being applied by 
St Kitts and Nevis, is that if more than one percent of passengers or crew on 
any ship are infected with the virus, that ship will be rejected.

The Omicron variant is highly transmissible, so the numbers on the ships are 
now escalating, hence the numerous cancellations. Once ships realise they are 
close to the Federation’s 1 percent threshold, they choose to skip the island. 
Not good.

Grant’s assessment of the situation essentially amounted to recognition of 
the fact that we may be forced into uncharted waters. Some islands, he said, 
have raised their threshold; the Bahamas is now at a three percent, and others 
welcome all ships.

“We are losing our ships to our competitors, that is really the bottom line. And 
so now we have to decide as a country, St. Kitts and Nevis, whether or not we 
are prepared to raise our threshold from one percent - maybe to two and a half 
percent, whatever it may be. We will have to go back to the drawing board and 
discuss what to do as it relates to the threshold.”

Nothing is straightforward anymore, necessity is staring us squarely in the 
face. 

St. Kitts Nominated 
by USA Today 10 

Best Readers’ 
Choice Awards

The St. Kitts Tourism Authority is calling on citizens, residents and those 
who love the destination to Vote FOR St. Kitts, which has been nominated 
in three categories in USA Today’s 10 Best Readers’ Choice Awards: Best 
Caribbean Attraction, Best Caribbean Beach Bar and Best Caribbean Rum 
Distillery.

Participants are allowed to cast one vote daily until Monday 14th February, 
2022 for the following nominations:
• Brimstone Hill Fortress and National Park – Best Caribbean Attraction
• Brinley Gold Shipwreck –  Best Caribbean Rum Distillery
• Reggae Beach Bar & Grill – Best Caribbean Beach Bar
• Romney Manor – Best Caribbean Attraction
“Our stakeholders have been recognized internationally by travel ex-
perts and this is a tremendous achievement for the industry and the entire 
destination on a whole,” said Lindsay F.P. Grant, Minister of Tourism, 
Transport and Ports. “This is proof that St. Kitts continues to offer unique 
and authentic Caribbean experiences. I would personally like to thank our 
stakeholders for their hard work and for creating businesses and attractions 
that exceed visitors’ expectations.”

USA TODAY 10 Best provides original, unbiased and experiential con-
tent. 10Best Travel Guides feature the best places to eat, things to see and 
do, and places to stay for top destinations around the world. No business 
ever pays to be listed. At the heart of these Travel Guides is a team of tour-
ism experts: a well-traveled and well-educated group who are experts in 
their fields.

Stakeholders are encouraged to vote for the below entities by clicking on 
the perspective images or the links that are directly under each photo.
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Education plan affected but still effective 
By Loshaun Dixon 

With schools now 
open for face-to-face 
instructions for all 
students, Minister of 
Education Jonel Powell 
recently discussed how 
COVID-19 has affected 
his Ministry’s education 
strategy.

“COVID has delayed 
a lot of things; it has 
delayed us in terms of 
our rollout of that long-
term health curricu-
lum development… it 
continues.”

Powell spoke of what 
the Ministry has been 
able to achieve since the 
advent of COVID.

“We are still ahead of 
the curve as it relates 
to our other regional 
partners. They are now 
trying to do what we are 
doing and have done.” 
He said while COVID 

poses somewhat of a 
challenge, at the same 
time they are still able 
to implement some of 
the recommendations 
that have benefitted 
the students.

“I think it shows the 
foresight in our edu-
cation system even 
before I became the 
minister, in terms of 
what we have been 
planning. And what 
we have been doing is 
helping us even now 
that COVID has come.

Powell added that 
some of the strategy 
was key during the 
COVID periods.

“With the continued 
assessment of chil-
dren, that is tremen-
dously assist us during 
COVID, where we 
can’t do exams or test, 
but we push forward, 
and hopefully we can 
implement as soon as 
possible.”

Schools fully reopened 
on Monday, and in giv-
ing an address to mark 
the occasion, Powell 
commended parents, 

teachers, and ancillary 
staff for their sacrifi-
cial work with students 
during the last two 
weeks.

“Your commitment 
and devotion to duty 
have not gone un-
noticed. Over the 
past two weeks, the 
Ministry of Education 
continually monitored 
the COVID-19 situa-
tion in the country.”

He added that students 
are to remain on cam-
pus during the lunch 
hour, and therefore 
must pack a lunch or 
partake in the school 
meals provided, or 
purchase from the 
school’s cafeteria or 
canteen, among other 
new measures.

“Parents or guardians 
must make an appoint-
ment with the princi-
pal or teacher prior to 
visiting their child’s 
or ward’s academic 
institution.

“Students who are 
experiencing flu-like 
symptoms must remain 
at home and seek guid-
ance from a medical 
practitioner at a neigh-
bouring health facility 
or family doctor prior 
to their return. Parents 
should notify the prin-
cipal or teacher about 
his or her child’s or 
ward’s illness. The 
Ministry of Education 
wishes to repeat that 
in-person learning is 
best for our students. 
Therefore, the Ministry 
of Education will do 
all in its power to en-
sure that the nation’s 
children can learn in 
safe and healthy en-
vironments. School 
administrators and 
teachers at all institu-
tions are required to 
continue the enforce-
ment of the non-phar-
maceutical measures 
given from the onset of 
the pandemic in 2020,” 
said Minister Powell.
  
Meanwhile, the 
Ministry of Education, 
with guidance from the 
Ministry of Health, has 

decided to postpone all 
scheduled graduations. 

According to the 
Ministry, gradua-
tions scheduled for 
the month of January 
and February are post-
poned until further 
notice. 

“Likewise, the 
Ministry of Education 
will NOT host any 
sporting events during 
this said period. The 
Ministry of Education 
believes that the health 
and safety of all stu-
dents, teachers, and 
staff, must be given 
top priority. However, 
it also holds the view 
that the continuing 
education of students 
is paramount.”   

In 2017, the Ministry 
launched a five-year 
Education Sector 
Plan under the 
theme ‘Education for 
all: embracing change, 
securing the future’.

The plan’s ultimate goal 
was to ensure that all 
learners are equipped 
with the relevant skills 
needed to be successful 
both locally and globally 
in today’s world. It has 
been aimed at making 
widespread improve-
ments to the provision 
and administration of 
education, and targets 
areas such as teacher 
training, curriculum 
reform, leadership and 
accountability, and equi-
table access and partici-
pation in education.

The key policy issues 
include:

Improving equitable ac-
cess to and participation 
in education at all levels;

Strengthening the qual-
ity and relevance of 
education at all levels, 
thereby improving learn-
ing outcomes;

Enhancing governance, 
planning, and man-
agement to improve 
efficiency and effective-
ness throughout the 
sector.

Minister of Education Jonel Powell
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The legacy of PM Dr. Timothy Harris’ 
Team Unity Administration (Part 1) 

by Tim Caines

Eighteen months into Team Unity’s 
(TU) second term governing the af-
fairs of St. Kitts and Nevis, the oppo-
nents of the Alliance are at it again. 
Again, conjuring fantasies of the end 
the most powerful and successful 
political alliance the nation and the 
region has ever seen. 

Seemingly, they forget their own 
proclamations back in 2015 that it 
(TU) would not last a year; leading 
them to deceive themselves and sup-
porters much to their chagrin in 2020. 
Having witnessed one year turn to 
five, and then a second term with an 
increased mandate; the forces oppos-
ing seem to have adopted a “politics 
24/7” strategy, in an effort to weather 
at the strength of the Alliance. 

A fool’s errand, as TU has proven 
over the almost ten years of its exis-
tence, that adversity (and opposition) 
makes it stronger.

Team Unity was born under circum-
stances far different to what we have 
been accustomed in our politics. We 
had seen political alliances before, 
but those then came in the dead of 
night after an election when no one 
party could form a government. We 
saw this in 1980 with PAM/NRP; and 
again in 2010 with Labour/NRP. 

In the case of TU however, three par-
ties formed an alliance two full years 
before the election, to change the 
course of a country thought to be go-
ing down the wrong track. Moreover, 
the way in which the leadership of 
the Alliance was chosen was unprec-
edented. It was not the accustomed 
“my party has the most seats so I 
should be Prime Minister”; or the 
“my party has the deciding seats so 
give me Prime Minister”. Rather, it 
is was a careful and researched con-
sideration at the time, of who was 
best suited for the role, who would 
command the respect and preserve 
the cohesion of the alliance; who was 
most acceptable to the electorate as 
a person who could lead the country, 
and who would ultimately give the 
alliance the best chance of success at 
the polls. 

Dr. Timothy Harris emerged as that 
person, receiving the most favourable 
nod from a majority of Kittitians and 
also Nevisians, in poll after poll be-
tween 2013 and 2015.

Considering the current political 
landscape of the Federation, it is fair 

to assume that for at least the next 
two election cycles, the Government 
of SKN will be in the form of an alli-
ance of some nature. Will we revert to 
the darkness of the dead of night; or 
will preconceived alliances, based on 
principle and the greater good, be the 
first legacy of Team Unity within St. 
Kitts and Nevis?

To say simply that Team Unity set a 
standard or benchmark for the work-
ing of an Alliance is a gross under-
statement. There would have been 
no formation of Team Unity without 
Dr. Harris, Hon. Sam Condor and the 
PLP. There would have not been the 
engagement and energy of the cam-
paign without Vance Amory, Mark 
Brantley and the CCM. There would 
not have been any victory and the 
Polls without the ground support of 
Shawn Richards and the PAM. 

A near perfect synergy of strengths, 
strategically rotating strengths and 
positions; with each allowing another 
to lead where strongest, considering 
the task at hand. 

Working also with the incred-
ible goodwill and support that Prime 
Minister Harris generated and mobi-
lized; we saw an Alliance, operating 
almost as a single Party. The evidence 
and legacy of this success, is in the in-
creased mandate received in the 2020 
General Elections. It left us a blueprint 
to political team work, playing one’s 
role according to one’s strengths, in 
light of the collective goal.

With respect to Governance, the bar 
has been reset by Team Unity. Under 
PM Harris’ leadership we have seen 
the most open, engaging, accessible 
and transparent government of our 
time. From a frequently regular and ro-
bust House of Assembly, to the month-
ly Press Conferences, to the popular 
Leadership Matters; the people of SKN 
are continually engaged and informed. 

To make yourself continually avail-
able to be probed by the Opposition, 
the Press and the everyday citizen and 
resident, is the definition of accessibil-
ity and transparency. That has resulted 
in a level of trust between the citizenry 
and the Harris Administration.

Evidence of this is in the fight against 
Covid-19 and vaccination. Despite the 
vigorous local and worldwide “anti-
vax” campaigns, and the misinforma-
tion, SKN has an over 80% vaccination 
rate among adults. Bettering even coun-
tries that have vaccination mandates. 
Dr. Harris and his Administration’s 
superb, consultative and deliberate 

leadership during the pandemic was 
seen and felt. The results of which has 
been commended by PAHO, the WHO 
and the IMF.

Coupled with this openness and trans-
parency, is the Harris’ Team Unity ten-
dency for a consultative and consensus 
approach. 

His constant use and admonition of a 
needed “All-of-Society Approach” has 
not just been talk. On important matters 
and issues facing the Nation, input is 
sought from all of civil society. From 
experts and academia, to the bureaucrats 
and technocrats, to the Bar, Chamber, 
Clergy and the everyday stakeholders. 
Thus, when a solution is decided, the 
buy-in is automatic, because all sec-
tors would have been heard, and would 
have had an input. 

It has been a welcomed departure from 
Administrations seemingly believing 
they have a monopoly of ideas, and be-
coming “Honourable” makes them an 
expert in everything. This consultative 
and mobilizing approach by TU has 
been so ubiquitous, that PM Harris has 

been accused of having these institu-
tions “in his pocket’.

However, the corollary of this approach 
has been resounding success in the fi-
nances and economics of the Nation. 
SKN boasts one of, if not the healthiest 
economies in the Region. It was in a bet-
ter financial position pre-pandemic; and 
has fared better economically than most 
in the fight against Covid-19. When oth-
ers are laying off, cutting back, or exten-
sively borrowing, (some all three); the 
Harris Team Unity Administration has 
increased programs, assistance, stimu-
lus, and capital expenditures.  

And not just in terms of finances, but in 
terms of responses. Last to be hit, last 
to lockdown and shortest lockdown. 
Fastest arresting and control of waves 
(outbreaks). The benefits and results 
of this approach are pellucid. St. Kitts 
and Nevis is a preeminent model, and 
leading nation in the Caribbean. This 
approach to governance, more than any 
other is hoped to be the longest lasting 
legacy of Harris’ TU Administration; 
one the people must demand of succes-
sive governments.
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HOUSE FOR RENT AT 
HAMILTON ESTATE

3 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS, 
FULLY FURNISHED

INTERESTED PERSONS 
CALL 664-3077/665-1025

The St. Kitts and Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) would take the op-
portunity to inform the general public of 

the official opening of bids for the electri-
cal interior work which is to be conducted at 

the SKNFA's Technical Center, St. Peters. 

Deadline for submissions is the 7th 
February 2022. Please contact 466 

2998 as per your inquiries.

Vacancy
Flavors Plus Resturant

Requires a Chef
Specializes in Indian & Chinese Cuisine, 

(curries, tandoor and snacks)
with a minimum of 10 years experience

Contact: 662-9736
Email: livrosy12@hotmail.com

The St. Kitts Nevis 
Observer/Nevis Printing seeks a Sales 

clarke who is also able to 
perform various other tasks such as mar-
keting and what ever else may come up on 

a day to basis. 
Send applications to

thesknobserver@yahoo.com

Vacancy at SPA CAFE
Looking for a Spa Receptionist

Contact # 662-2300
Company Email Address: Spacafe@gmail.com

Vacancy
Seeking for a cleaner

763-9585

Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
Fat Boy Fisherman

Night Shift Fisherman
667-5866

Big Sale Store on Fort Street
Vacancy 

for Sales Representavie 
8697648612

Vacancy
Technician -Mobile Repair

Exp 5-6 years 
PoBox: 28

Vacancy
CLEANER NEEDED
CONTACT: 662-8065

Vacancy
The Vegan Spot

Needs a Cook/ Helper
Contact: 1869-766-5861

Vacancy
Marland Heavy Equipment

Secretary/Assistant
Contact#661-9725

"ADMINISTRATIVE/
CLERICAL SERVICES FOR 
HIRE.  Very reasonable rates.

CALL 764-7491.

RK GEMS.
Port Zante.

Wanted Sales Manager
contact : Mahendra Singh Kiroula

+18697667777
mk@ktcsvdm.com
www.ktcsvdm.com

Current Vacancies @ Royal Gems Port Zante 
St.Kitts : Experienced watchmaker-Male only
Sales Manager-Female only.
If you have an work experience in 1) Watch 
Making(Male) & 2) Sales(Female) Please send 
your Resume to royalgemshr@gmail.com

Looking for experienced Salon 
and Spa professionals.

following positions are available 
Manicurist and Pedicurist ,Massage 
therapist, Hairstylist ,Beauticians

Please email your Biodata to chop-
shopskb@gmail.com.

RESTAURANT : PANGEA BY KTCS LTD.
POSITION : HEAD INDIAN CHEF

Experience : 4-5yrs
Job responsibilities : 1. Employee is re-
sponsible for cooking and mise en place.

2. Follow and maintain food 
safety and measures.

3.Follow and maintain recipes pro-
vided by management.

Contact : 766-7777, mk@ktcsvdm.com

Job Opportunity 
Seeking a Sous Chef with Fine 

Dining experience.

Qualified applicants should 
call 869-660-5393.
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Five COVID deaths 
in 72 hours

By Loshaun Dixon

Five persons suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 
earlier this week, within 

a 72-hour period, mov-
ing the death toll in the 
Federation to 33.

Chief Medical Offi  cer 
(CMO) Dr Hazel Laws 

disclosed that the vic-
tims, all of whom were 
elderly, passed away 
between Sunday and 
Tuesday “These in-
dividuals were older 

adults with underly-
ing chronic condi-
tions, and they were all 
unvaccinated.”

Dr Laws disclosed that 

one death was docu-
mented in Nevis and 
fi ve in St Kitts, and the 
individuals’ ages ranged 
from 68 to 92.

Of the 33 deaths to 
date, six have been in 
Nevis and 27 in St Kitts. 
Twenty-two of the 
deaths have been male 
and 11 female.

“This is in keeping with 
the global international 
trend, whereby the 
males tend to die more 
so from COVID-19, 
compared to females,” 
Dr Laws explained.

She added that 88% of 
the persons who have 
died in the federation 
were unvaccinated.

“Gender, your vaccina-
tion status, age, and the 
presence of underlying 
conditions, place you at 
risk for severe COVID 
hospitalization and 
death.” 

“We want to reach out 
to those individuals 
who are unvaccinated, 
especially the older 
adults with underlying 
chronic conditions, we 
are pleading with you to 
come on board and give 
yourself that additional 

layer of protection 
against severe disease 
from COVID.”

Dr Laws said many of 
the cases diagnosed 
with COVID are re-
covering ,and they are 
happy that this trend is 
continuing.

“The number of persons 
recovering far outstrips 
the number of newly 
diagnosed.” 

Medical Chief of Staff  
at the JNF Hospital, Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson, 
said the deaths ought 
to re-emphasise the im-
portance of protecting 
oneself and the people 
around them.

“This over-emphasises 
the need for us to be our 
brother’s keeper. We 
continue to encourage 
all to get vaccinated to 
protect themselves and 
those around them. If 
you choose not to get 
vaccinated and get in-
fected, you remain at 
risk of having severe 
disease and dying of 
COVID-19. If you do 
survive, you remain at 
higher risk of getting 
infected, and still at risk 
of getting severely ill 
from COVID-19.”

Chief Medical Offi  cer, Dr Hazel Laws
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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NIA’s revetment project in Stoney Grove 
ghaut will provide a safety net for 

residents, says Public Works Minister
NIA 

The Ministry of Public Works and 
Communications in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) is continuing a 
revetment project in the Stoney Grove 
ghaut that will provide a level of safety 
for residents in the fl ood-prone area.

Hon. Spencer Brand, Minister of 
Public Works and Communications, 
and area representative for St. Pauls’, 

visited the site on Monday, January 
24, 2022 and gave an update on the 
project. He said fl ooding has been a 
longstanding issue in that area, and 
he is grateful that the government is 
able to provide relief for residents who 
have been and are likely to be aff ected.

“I am delighted with the progress of 
the work we are seeing here in the 
ghaut of Stoney Grove. Phase two of 
the project started in November 2021. 
As a former resident of Stoney Grove 

I am fully aware of the issues and chal-
lenges that the residents would have 
faced over the years with fl ooding and 
so I felt it was necessary to see the 
completion of this project.

“It is particularly satisfying to see we 
are at the stage where we can bring 
some relief to the inhabitants along the 
ghaut and other residents in this area…
having lived just a stone’s throw from 
this ghaut. I would wish to thank Mr. 
Dale “DC” Claxton; he has been doing 

a remarkable job,” he said.

Mr. Claxton, owner of DC Equipment 
Construction, is spearheading the proj-
ect. He spoke to the revetment process 
being carried out, noting that some 
work on the ghaut side had been un-
dertaken several years before.

“We are lining the edge of the ghaut 
with some boulders and shortly we 

Cont'd on Page 16



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 28th, 2022LOCAL NEWS Page:15

Brantley: Nevis’ economy 
on the rebound

The jobs and job cre-
ation on the island of 
Nevis are rebounding, 
according to Premier 
and Minister of Finance, 
Mark Brantley, who 
highlighted some key 
indicators to suggest 
the rebuilding of the 
economy following the 
pandemic. 

According to Brantley, 
information from the 
Department of Labour 
revealed there were 756 
layoffs in 2020, and in 
2021 there were 134.

“When you add people 
coming out of school 
you would realise that 
we would have had 
quite a crisis on the is-
land as it relates to jobs 
and job creation.”

Brantley said he be-
lieved the position has 
improved, noting that 
VAT collected from 
the Inland Revenue for 
December 2020 was 
$982,958.48, while for 
the same period in 2021 
they collected $2.82M.

“The increase, there-
fore, was $1.8M, repre-
senting a 187.2 percent 
increase over the peri-
od. That is understand-
able, because December 
2021 was the first time 
we were seeing again 
the economy starting to 
come back, and tourists 
starting to come back.”

He emphasised that 
tourism remains the 
mainstay of the Nevis 
economy, and the tour-
ism development levy is 
a good indicator of the 
sector.

The levy is a charge 
of 2 percent on hotel 
and restaurant bills, 
that is used to fund the 
Tourism Authority and 
by extension to market 
the island.

“In December of 
2020 that 2% brought 
in $99,571.50...in 
December the 2% 
yielded 425,970.20. so 

the increase is some 
$326,398.76 or 327%. 
I think that suggests we 
are moving once again 
in the right direction, 
and are regaining the 
momentum lost through 
COVID.”

The Premier said he was 
hopeful that these num-
bers continue to trend 
in the right direction, 
and that the economy is 
able to move in a good 
and positive way going 
forward. 

“The increase is very 
significant in terms of 
demonstrating what 
tourism is doing, and 
how the island is re-
bounding and regaining 
the lost momentum in 

that sector.”

He noted, however, that 
the Omicron coronavi-
rus variant has had an 
impact in January, and 
“speaking with Four 
Seasons hotel, it would 
have had an impact on 
the January bookings”.

“The world is coming 
to grips with the idea 
that we have to live with 
COVID, and I hope the 
cancellations we saw as 
a consequence of this 
hysteria of Omicron…”

Brantley is also hoping it 
will pick up in February.

“The truth is, any season 
is better than what we 
have had, because we 

have had no season at all 
in the past few years.”

When questioned on the 
impacts of a double sal-
ary, he said they would 
not have any idea of that 
as yet.

He did mention that he 
was advised of one car 
dealership that said they 
sold 18 cars on VAT day 
in December.

“Big-ticket items are al-
ways a good indication 
of people’s confidence 
and their spending, and 
so I don’t have actual 
data on the impact yet, 
but I think we will get 
that as the weeks go by.”

Premier and Minister of Finance, Mark Brantley
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will be reaching up to the bridge next 
to the Water Department. The overall 
length, both fi rst and second phase, is 
about 700 feet. Both phases consisted 
of shoring up the side where persons 
live. The other side [of the ghaut] next 
to Pennyless Auto Parts is just pasture, 
so for now we are focusing on protect-
ing the safety of villagers.”

Mr. Brian Dyer, Director at the Nevis 
Disaster Management Department, 
said Stoney Grove is a fl ood-prone 
area and in November of 2011 severe 
fl ooding had impacted residents. He 

said as a resident of the area and from 
a Disaster standpoint, he too is pleased 
to see the area getting protection from 
the elements of fl ooding.

“In 2011 all the bridges here and in 
lower Bath Village got overtopped by 
water and over 27 families in the area 
were impacted by the fl ooding. Since 
then the government has sought to do 
some remedial work to mitigate the 
impact of fl ooding and fl ood damage 
not only to the area but also down-
stream in lower Bath.

“We have seen some revetment work 
in stages. Back in 2017, with funding 

from the Japan Embassy, we did some 
construction work in the lower end 
where we shored up some premises 
and also did some paving work in 
the ghaut and some rock revetment 
around the business sector in lower 
Stoney Grove.”

Mr. Dyer explained that further 
work will be done to put in an ac-
cess ‘bridge’ in that area.

“We are also continuing with 
the construction of a roadway or 
bridge between the Girls Guides 
and Warde’s building to provide us 
with an advantage in the event we 

have fl ooding that there’s another 
option for access to the hospital, 
because back in 2011 when all the 
bridges were overtopped, access 
from the south side of Nevis to 
Alexandra Hospital was cut off . So 
we are doing some work to ensure 
that problem doesn’t occur again. 
We want to say thank you to the 
Nevis Island Administration for its 
foresight in addressing the issue,” 
he said.

The revetment project is slated for 
completion well ahead of the start 
of the 2022 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season.

NIA’s revetment project in 
Stoney Grove ghaut CONT'D

Cont'd on Page 14
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Illegal Haitian immigrants 
to be repatriated

By Loshaun Dixon

The illegal Haitian immigrants who 
entered Nevis earlier this month will 
be repatriated to their home country 
on Monday, Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley has confi rmed.

Brantley said they were taken into 
custody and had been housed and 
treated in “as humane a way as we 
could.”

He said he was advised that based on 
the latest information, the Ministry 
of National Security in St Kitts is 

indicating they will be repatriated to 
their country on January 31. 

“It is a very unfortunate situation, 
but there is little that we could have 
done in the circumstances when 
persons arrive here illegally with no 
jobs and means of sustaining them-
selves. I am told that some arrests 
have been made, and that they may 
have also been some local criminals 
who have been involved in the traf-
ficking of humans.”

Brantley added that it was sad to 
have individuals from Nevis in-
volved in human trafficking, and 

called for the practice to be halted.

“It is particularly, given our history 
from slavery where we were traf-
ficked… it is a horrible thing for 
our people to engage in and seek 
to extract money from individuals. 
It is a truly horrible practice, and a 
criminal enterprise we must seek to 
bring to an end.

“If there are individuals here who 
have boats and are engaging in this 
type of activity, I’m urging you 
to cease and desist, because we 
will not sit by and allow people to 
benefit and traffic in the misery of 

others.”

Last week, police announced that 
investigations into the entry of il-
legal immigrants had resulted in 
several persons receiving a number 
of charges. 

Some twenty-one nationals of Haiti 
are in custody after entering the 
Federation via Nevis illegally on 
January 02, 2022, on a vessel that 
ran aground at Bath Village.

On January 12, 2022, Wensley 

Cont'd on Page 22
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Football under consideration for return
By Loshaun Dixon 

A solution to return to 
football competition 
and other sports could 
be on the horizon, with 
the COVID-19 task 
force making a con-
sideration to revive the 
sporting sector. National 

Disaster Coordinator 
Abdias Samuel said 
they had engaged with 
a number of sporting 
entities, one such be-
ing the St Kitts Nevis 
Football Association. 
“I must report to you, 
we were quite pleased 
in terms of the grass-
roots league, as well as 

the female league. The 
females have reached 
a threshold of over 
65% of them being 
fully vaccinated. We 
are hopeful we can get 
them playing football 
in a competitive man-
ner very soon.”

Samuel said there 

should be practice 
amongst the differ-
ent categories, but the 
competitive part would 
be announced shortly.

“The youth league and 
grassroots league, we 
are satisfied with what 
has been presented, and 
we are hopeful that as 

soon as we take this to 
Cabinet, we can have a 
favourable outcome for 
the football fraternity.”

Speaking about the se-
nior leagues, he said 
they have been open to 
looking at the thresh-
old set before, and are 
“quite satisfied that can 
be reviewed and we can 
have football”.

“We all agreed we will 
do our best to facilitate 
the resumption of the 
senior league as soon 
as possible. We are not 
here to impede or try 
to stop the league from 
starting, that is not our 
focus, our focus has al-
ways been how we can 
resume all sectors in a 

safe manner.”

Samuel said they were 
satisfied with what was 
presented by the presi-
dent, and noted they 
have been given some 
guidance to go and do 
some more work.

He said the same model 
can be used that was 
used for previous inter-
national matches hosted 
in 2021.

“Football is a religion, 
and we need to get this 
activity going.”

He also urged other 
sporting organisations 
to bring proposals 
forward.

National Disaster Coordinator Abdias Samuel
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George and Brian Etienne, both of whom are 
nationals of Dominica, were charged for the 
off ences of Illegal Entry into the Federation at 
a Non-Formal Port, Disembarking Without the 
Consent of an Immigration Offi  cer and Allowing 
Persons to Disembark a Vessel as the Master of 
said Vessel.

Also on January 12, 2022, Datus Gregoire and 
Vincent Wendy-Darlene, both of whom are nation-
als of Haiti residing at McKnight, St. Kitts, were 
charged for the off ences of Harbouring Illegal 
Immigrants. Gregoire was granted bail that same 
day in the sum of $5,000 with two (2) sureties 

for his appearance at the Charlestown Magistrate 
Court on January 18, 2022. Wendy-Darlene re-
mains in Police custody.

On January 08, 2022, Emmett Bart of Sprott 
Street, St. Kitts, was charged for the off ence of 
Harbouring a Fugitive. He has been remanded at 
Her Majesty’s Prison.

On January 07, 2022, Rudolph Claxton of 
Craddock Road, Nevis, and Leroy Walters of 
Government Road, Nevis, were charged for the 
off ences of Harbouring Illegal Immigrants. They 
received bail later that same day in the sum of 

$10,000, with two sureties for their appearances 
at the Charlestown Magistrate Court on January 
11, 2022.

George was apprehended by the Police and taken 
into custody along with Bart, following an opera-
tion conducted at Bart’s residence. Etienne was 
caught at the airport attempting to fl ee the coun-
try. Gregoire, Wendy-Darlene, and Claxton were 
apprehended following an operation conducted 
on a house at Old Hospital Road, Nevis, at which 
a small group of illegal immigrants were found. 
Walters, who was present at the time, fl ed the 
scene, but was later captured by the Police.

Illegal Haitian immigrants 
to be repatriated CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 18
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