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POWERLESS 
AND 

LIMITED
Powerless and limited. Two words that should never have to be used in 
relation to matters that involve integrity. It sends the wrong message to 
the common people – you will always be held to account, but the laws are 
inadequate to do the same with those in positions of authority.

The announcement by the Integrity in Public Life Commission of Nevis 
that it “has no power to authorize an investigator or a team of investiga-
tors to conduct an independent investigation of the matters raised” by 
Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge about the Spencer Brand CBI project, conforms 
with the law, but exposes the core of the reasons why leading the nation 
is so difficult – there are too many loopholes in the system.

It is certainly not for us to decide whether there was any surreptitious 
intent. And it would be absurd for Mr Brand to think that this would not 
eventually become public knowledge.

 What does stand out, however, is that the existing legislation does not 
even allow such arrangements to be independently assessed. 

“On a review of the Ordinance and an assessment of the complaint filed, 
this matter does not fall within the lawful remit of the Commission based 
on the Ordinance…,” Chairman of the Commission Ricaldo Caines 
explained. 

He pointed out that there are two Integrity Commissions in St. Kitts and 
Nevis - one for the Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis and one for the 
Island of Nevis.

He said that the Federal Act - the Integrity in Public Life Act No.18 of 
2013 of St. Kitts and Nevis - differs from the Integrity in Public Life 
Ordinance, No. 2 of 2013. The Act governs the Federal Government and 
Statutory Bodies of St. Kitts and Nevis. The Ordinance only governs 
persons in the employ of the Nevis Island Administration, Nevis Island 
Assembly, Statutory Bodies and Public Bodies on Nevis. 

The Federal law in Section 24 of the Integrity in Public Life Act No.18 
of 2013 of St. Kitts and Nevis, allows for the St. Kitts Commission, 
established by this law, to investigate complaints and appoint investiga-
tors to conduct investigations. However, the Ordinance that governs the 
Commission on the Island of Nevis, does not include a similar section. 

“While the Integrity Commission of Nevis has been operationalized and 
we have been accepting Declarations on the Island of Nevis, the Federal 
Government of St. Kitts and Nevis has not issued the relevant regula-
tions to enable the Integrity Commission on St. Kitts to require mem-
bers of the National Assembly, the Cabinet, Civil Servants, officers of 
Statutory Bodies and other public officials to file their Declarations of 
Assets, Liabilities and Income with the St. Kitts Integrity Commission,” 
Caines said.

Something needs to be done about this. Acts and Ordinances. St Kitts. 
Nevis. The right hand doesn’t know what the left hand is doing, or at 
least, it can’t stop it from doing what it wants to. That isn’t conducive to 
establishing a fully accountable system. It’s unacceptable. 

Two more COVID 
deaths in SKN

By Loshaun Dixon

After almost four months without a COVID-19-related death, St Kitts and 
Nevis recorded two this week.

Last Saturday, an unvaccinated elderly woman was confirmed as the 44th vic-
tim, while the 45th death was recorded on Monday.

As of Monday, the statistics revealed that there was 150 active cases of the 
virus in St Kitts and Nevis for a total of 6332 total cases. Of the 45 deaths, 38 
have been recorded in St Kitts and 7 in Nevis.

Late last month at a Cabinet Press Conference, Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel 
Laws said there was an upsurge in COVID-19 cases.

“The last time we saw numbers of this sort was around January 20, when we 
were in the middle of wave four.”

She said the surge was not surprising, because there had been “over 700 mass 
events approved in the federation over the last 3 months”, including the St 
Kitts Music Festival.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 15th, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 3

Antoine: EC$ 
stable 46 

years after 
being pegged 

to US$
By Loshaun Dixon

Forty-six years after it 
had been pegged to the 
US Dollar at a fi xed 
rate of $2.70 to $1.00, 
the EC dollar remains 
“stable”, according to 
Governor of the Eastern 
Caribbean Central 
Bank (ECCB), Timothy 
Antoine.

Speaking on the anni-
versary of the pegging 
that took place 7 July 
1976, Antoine said for 
the Monetary Council 

it has been 46 years of 
stability.

“It means 46 years of 
monetary stability…of 
a stable EC dollar on 
which we can rely; the 
value today is the value 
tomorrow and the next 
day.”

He said over that period, 
the EC dollar had expe-
rienced relatively low 
infl ation until today, 
which he claims is ex-
pected to be short-term.

Antoine noted, however, 

that the stability has led 
to increased confi dence 
in the EC dollar in 
the nearly fi ve-decade 
relationship.

“Also, confi dence for 
investors, confi dence 
for citizens and resi-
dents are benefi ts we 
sometimes take for 
granted. A stable EC 
dollar allows us to en-
joy the benefi ts that 
some larger countries in 

our region and the other 
parts of the world do not 
currently enjoy.”

He also hailed the trail-
blazers who led the 
way and established the 
union. 

“I take this opportunity 
to express my credit 
to the founders and 
framers of our mon-
etary union. The past 
Governors included 

Sir Dwight Venner, my 
immediate predecessor 
and our longest serving 
governor, and all those 
who have served. 

This is something of 
which we should be 
justifi ably proud, and 
long may it continue.”

According to the 
ECCB, the EC dol-
lar serves as a source 
of stability for the 

people of the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) and 
the fi xed exchange rate 
provides them with 
confi dence in its value. 
On the international 
level, the stability of 
the value of the EC dol-
lar provides ECCU’s 
trading partners and ex-
ternal creditors with the 
assurance they need to 
pursue transactions. 

Governor of the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB), Timothy Antoine.
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Puppeteer promotes 
new form of 

entertainment

By Loshaun Dixon

Julianne Morris is hop-
ing to grow the art form 
of puppeteering in St 
Kitts and Nevis as a new 
form of entertainment  

Speaking with The 
Observer, the puppeteer 
said she was hoping to 
expand the options pro-
vided in the federation, 
with the use of hand and 
finger puppets

“I am going to start a 
new entertainment with 
puppets. The puppet 
shows would be avail-
able for parties and 
events.”

She has been practicing 
for a couple of years. 
“I started doing puppet 
shows two years ago. 
This is something new 
to St Kitts” Morris said 
thus far the responses 

to her shows have been 
positive, especially 
among the school-aged 
children.

“Since I have done my 
puppet entertainment I 
was at the Agricultural 
Open Day, and the chil-
dren loved my puppets.”

She added that cur-
rently she has six 
hand puppets and also 
does finger puppets as 
well, that is a favou-
rite among the young 
audience.

“The children love the 
finger puppets, and as 
a matter of fact, I might 
have to sell some of 
the finger puppets to 
the school children, 
because whenever I en-
tertain with the finger 
puppets the children 
always go wild.”

Morris said she also 

would like to provide 
entertainment for visi-
tors on the cruise ships 
when they come to St 
Kitts.

She said that she would 
love to put on a show at 
the CPL games set to be 
hosted in St Kitts, and 
hopes she can be a con-
tender for ‘fan of the 
match’. She is seeking 
sponsors to assist her 
getting those concepts 
to reality.

“I am also seeking 
sponsors for CPL, be-
cause this year I will 
be trying to win ‘fan 
of the match’, because 
I would have two con-
cepts - one based on the 
Patriots team and one 
based on the St Kitts 
Carnival. I am looking 
for sponsors. If anyone 
can sponsor me I would 
be very happy.”

Puppeteer Julianne Morris



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 15th, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 5

Government Of St. 
Kitts And Nevis 
Committed To 

Renewable Energy 
Development

(SKNIS)

The Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
committed to the de-
velopment of renew-
able energy within 
the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis said 
His Excellency Mr. 
Michael C. H. Lin 
(LIN, Chau-Horng), 
Ambassador of the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to the 
Federation of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis dur-
ing his address at a 
Renewable Energy 
Webinar on July 7. 

He said that 
“Renewable Energy 
stands at the cen-
ter of global eff orts 
to shift the world’s 
leading economies 
towards poverty eradi-
cation and environ-
mentally sustainable 

development and now 
is recognized.” 

“With this bountiful 
geothermal, wind, and 
solar resources, St. 
Kitts and Nevis has 
suffi  cient renewable 
energy resources po-
tential to meet the cur-
rent and future interest 
in these,” he said. 

Minister with re-
sponsibility for 
Energy, Deputy 
Prime Minister The 
Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton said in his 
presentation, “The ob-
jective of this project 
is the development 
of renewable energy 
and the enhancement 
of the related profes-
sional expertise of our 
citizens and residents 
in the fi eld of renew-
able energy.”  

He added, “Under 

this agreement, the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) promised to 
provide us with a proj-
ect manager to help 
with the management, 
planning, and coordi-
nation of the project. 
This person joined 
the staff  of the Energy 
Unit in the Ministry at 
the beginning of this 
year as the renewable 
energy consultant.”

“I am advised that 
from the start he ap-
plied a very ambitious 
agenda, and under this 
agenda, and in line 
with the commitment 
to enhance the pro-
fessional expertise 
of all citizens with 
respect to renewable 
energy, he proposed 
four workshops on 
renewable energy 
and six sessions to 
renewable energy 
capacity building,” 

said Deputy Prime 
Minister Hamilton.  

Ambassador Lin also 
stated that “Taiwan 

is willing to provide 
technical consultancy 
and capacity build-
ing information for 
St. Kitts and Nevis 

to achieve the ambi-
tious goal of 100 per-
cent of the electricity 
through renewable 
energy.”

His Excellency Mr. Michael C. H. Lin (LIN, Chau-Horng)
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Byron-Nisbett aims 
at health sector 
transformation

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Health 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett 
has indicated that the 
aim of the ministry in 
which she leads is to 
transform the health 
care sector, with a focus 
on primary and pre-
ventative practices that 
would lead to an easing 
of the pressure on the 
JNF Hospital.  

While boasting of a new 
digital x-ray machine, 
a new eye care clinic 
machine, an eye laser 
surgery and a digital 
mammogram machine 
at the hospital, Bryon 
Nisbett said they are 
making sure they take 
care of the health of the 
people.

“Where they were lack-
ing something, I made 
sure that we got what 
we needed at the JNF 
Hospital. It is impor-
tant to also improve 
the health services in 
the communities, and 

we are making sure we 
would have renovated 
all the health centres, 
and making sure the 
nurses are on the streets 
in the communities with 
all of the health screen-
ings, and making sure 
your health is taken care 
of.

“A complete transfor-
mation right from the 
belly of health all the 
way out, that you feel 
it in your communities. 
When we say we want 
a healthier society that 
is what we are talking 
about.”

The Health Minister 
noted, however, that a 
healthier society starts 
at the community level, 
and with people not end-
ing up in the hospital.

“We want to take care 
of your health early, 
through primary and 
preventative care, and 
this is most important to 
us as well. We have done 
a lot for JNF and have 
a lot of new equipment 

to make sure we serve 
you better at JNF, but 
we want to make sure 
you don’t have to go to 
JNF, so we are also tak-
ing care of your health 
in the communities as 
well.

“The health centres 
have been equipped 
with everything to pro-
vide you with the best 
health care possible. I 
also implore you all to 
exercise, eat right, and 
have regular checkups. 
Primary and preventive 
health care is where it is 
most important.”

The Minister also noted 
that the electronic swip-
ing system is coming 
soon to end paperwork 
at the hospitals and 
health centres for each 
patient. She said a card 
will be distributed and 
swiped when visiting 
for healthcare services, 
and the information will 
be accessible digitally 
by all health centres and 
hospitals.

Minister of Health Akilah Byron-Nisbett
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The Stunningly Beautiful Group Of 
Islands In The Indian Ocean Which 

Are Too Dangerous To Visit
TRAVEL: by Eric Mac-
kenzie Lamb

In the late 1970s, I was 
asked to ferry a sin-
gle engine seaplane 
from Singapore to 
Mumbai. One of the 
reasons for the new 
owner’s request (he 
was a wealthy Indian 
businessman and 
aviation enthusiast) 
was the fact that the 
airplane was US reg-
istered, and therefore 
had to be piloted by 
someone who pos-
sessed a US seaplane 
license issued by the 
FAA for the purpose 
of insurance coverage. 
Luckily, I met all the 
requirements and got 

the job.

After studying the 
aviation charts, I de-
cided that the most 

direct route would be 
to fly from Singapore 
to Bangladesh, then on 
to Mumbai the follow-
ing day.  For reasons of 

caution, I also installed 
an extra fuel tank 
which would provide 
me with several hun-
dred additional miles 

without having to 
stop enroute. (Not that 
there were any to be 
found in the middle of 
the ocean). Depending 
upon weather, I esti-
mated that the flight 
from Singapore to 
Dakha would take 
around ten hours.

 As an added precau-
tion because the air-
plane had only one 
engine, I would pass 
just to the east of the 
Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, a largely un-
inhabited archipelago 
located literally in the 
middle of nowhere.

After a week of prepa-
rations, it was time for 
takeoff. The weather 

was sunny and clear. 

About five hours into 
the flight, I checked 
the charts again. 
That’s when I first no-
ticed that a large por-
tion of the Andaman, 
Sentinel, and Nicobar 
islands were tagged as 
restricted areas by the 
local Civil Aviation 
authority, meaning 
that it was prohibited 
to fly over them or 
within a mile off the 
coastline. 

My guess was that this 
was probably related to 
military installations. 
No problem, I told my-
self: my routing didn’t 

Cont'd on Page 13

 Map of the Andaman, Sentinel, and Nicobar Islands, situated in the Bay of Bengal
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Vacancy
Looking for Manager - 1, Cashier 1, Sales 

Associate - 2, Warehouse - 1 ( male ) 
please mail your resume with picture Id 

to thegrocerystoreskn@gmail.com. 

Land for Sale
Hamilton Estate, 14749.9343sqft

Cost $88494.00
Contact# 660-9949

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Do for self BBQ and Grill 
Seeking to employ health care worker

Send resume to workflow945@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Platinum Work

Seeking 1 Worker
660-3740

Vacancy
First Class Repair Services

Cane Gardens, St. John's, Nevis
Urgently needing a Female Live In 
Personal Assistant and Bookkeeper 

Contact: 669-3286 or percy-
valthompson@yahoo.com

Vacancy
ODIEL'S UNIQUE BEAUTY, FASHION 
& MORE is currently seeking a SALES 
PERSONEL. The person must be able to 

drive and have a valid driver's license. Please 
get in touch with the Manager via email @

odiels22unique.beauty@gmail.com

Property for Sale
in Jones Estate, Nevis

1.6 acres with dwelling house
$3.85m USD

www.nevishouses.com

Vacancy

Richard Narine- looking for a joiner 

Contact:6641066

Vacancy
VJ Roti shop -looking for a chef

Contact: 6647500

Vacancy
 Singh Trucking Service-looking for mechanic 

Contact: 663 1307

Vacancy
Dexter Walter- looking for carpenter

Contact:6638785

Vacancy
Looking for a sales associate and a su-

pervisor for Smart Electronics, located at 
port Zante,  with 6-7 years of experience 

in electronics, appliances and sales.
Intrested person can contact :

Sunny- 7606710 or
PO Box 28

Vacancy

David H. Pryce (looking for 
a construction worker

Contact: 6651832

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299

Vacancy
T&T Security Services

Seeking  Full Time Security Guards
Contact: 661-4856/7623233

Vacancy
Seeking Home Health Care Workers . 

Interested persons contact 
662-8934 / 665-9096

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

               

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
in 

Jones Estate, Nevis 

1.27  acres with  
dwelling house 

US$ 2,200,000.00 

www.stkiGsnevisrealty.com 

Tel: 469 3000 

JOB DESCRIPTION

Zanzi Bar seeking to fill positions at its New 

Location in Nevis

1 Asian Cuisine Head Chef

2 Asian Cuisine Assistant Chef

Must have a minimum of 3 years experience in 

preparation of Indian food specialties.

Applications and resume’ can be sent to 

zanzibarnevis@gmail.com by 31st July 2022
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Pogson 
convicted 
of double 

murder

By Loshaun Dixon

Thirty-eight year-old 
Orvis Pogson has been 
convicted of the slay-
ing of sisters Naomi and 
Jimmyliah Finch, in an 
incident that occurred on 
March 1, 2018, in Keys 
Village.

The Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) re-
ported that a unanimous 
jury convicted Pogson of 
the double murder.

According to the DPP, 
after the jury returned a 
unanimous guilty verdict 
on counts 1 and 2 (mur-
der), His Lordship Justice 
Morley ordered a pre-
sentence report and vic-
tim impact statement in 
preparation for Pogson’s 
sentencing on October 
10, 2022.

On April 12, 2022, Pogson 
pleaded guilty to man-
slaughter. The Director of 
Public Prosecutions did 
not accept the guilty plea 
of manslaughter, and the 
matter proceeded to trial, 
where he was convicted 
for the double murder.

The police had said in a 
statement that on the day 
in question sometime 

after 2:00 P.M, respond-
ing to a report of a stab-
bing, they found the 
motionless bodies of 
18-year-old Naomi and 
21-year-old Jimmyliah 
lying close to the seashore 
with what appeared to be 
chop wounds.

The statement added that 
one of the women was 
“apparently the girlfriend 
of the perpetrator”.

Autopsy results conduct-
ed on Monday 5th March 
2018 revealed that one of 
the sisters was strangled, 
while the other died from 
chop wounds with part of 
her head severed.

The post mortem con-
ducted by Forensic 
Pathologist Dr. Valery 
Alexandrov determined 
that Naomi died as a re-
sult of “homicidal manual 
strangulation” while her 
sister died from “multiple 
homicidal chop wounds 
with partial decapitation.”

The sisters were laid to 
rest next to each other at 
the Springfi eld Cemetery 
in Basseterre. Jimmyliah 
was buried with full mili-
tary honours, as she was 
an active member of the 
St Kitts-Nevis Defence 
Force.

Orvis Pogson

Jimmyliah Finch Naomi Finch
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need to be changed.

That same evening, just before sun-
set, I landed at Dakha, where I spent 
the night. After departing early the 
next morning, I arrived in Mumbai 
the next afternoon. The flight had 
covered almost 2,500 miles. 

I was greeted warmly by the new 
owner, who had arranged a com-
fortable hotel near the airport for 
me. He also gave me a bonus in ad-
dition to my ferry fee. Who could 
ask for more?

But that wasn’t the end of the story. 
Years later, while doing research 
on the Andaman, Nicobar,  and 
Sentinel Islands, I learned that the 
restrictions related to overflying 
them had nothing to do with the 
military. 

Rather, the purpose was to preserve 
the isolation of the islands’ tribal 
inhabitants, most of whom have 
never had contact with the outside 
world.  Even today, very little is 
known about them. 

But first, let me share some facts 
which I learned.

Although no one is certain, it’s gen-
erally believed that the islands are 
populated by between 400 and 450 
tribespeople. Again, from what’s 
known, the Andaman, Sentinel, 
and Nicobar islands were settled 
around 26,000 years ago. However, 
conflict, outgoing immigration, as 
well as diseases like pneumonia, 
measles, and influenza-to which 
the tribes had no natural resistance-
contributed to a drastic fall in 

population. 

This was made even worse by the 
establishment of a naval base dur-
ing British colonial times. Today, 
only the Jawara and Sentinelese 
tribes maintain a steadfast way of 
life, refusing most attempts at con-
tact by outsiders. 

Under their laws, homicide is not 
considered a crime if they kill for-
eign intruders. They are fiercely 
protective of their isolation from 
the outside world. Radios, TV, and 
Internet communications simply 
don’t exist, and never have.

On 2 August, 1981, the Hong Kong 
freighter ship Primrose ran aground 
off Sentinel Island. Seeing threaten-
ing activity by the island’s tribesmen 
on shore, the captained radioed for 
an urgent airdrop of firearms so that 
the crew could defend themselves 

from an imminent attack, .but did 
not receive them. Fortunately, 
heavy seas kept the islanders from 
reaching the ship. After a week, 
the crew were rescued by an Indian 
Navy vessel. 

Tribesmen on Nicobar Island warn-
ing a sailboat crew not to come 
closer.

On 17 November, 2018, a young mis-
sionary, John Allen Chau, a mem-
ber of the All Nations church in 
Missouri, was illegally brought to 
Sentinel Island by local fishermen. 
His motivation was to convert the 
local tribespeople to Christianity 
in what Chau called Satan’s last 

stronghold. 

Instead, he was killed within min-
utes and his corpse dragged along 
the beach. The fishermen who took 
him ashore were later arrested by 
Indian authorities and charged with 
contributing to Chau’s death. 

As for Chau’s body, its burial lo-
cation was quickly identified, but 
despite repeated attempts by the 
government authorities to retrieve it, 
all attempts were unsuccessful due 
to the islanders shooting arrows at 
the helicopters hovering overhead.

Both a fascinating and deeply dis-
turbing story. But all true.

The Stunningly Beautiful Group Of 
Islands In The Indian Ocean Which 

Are Too Dangerous To Visit
Cont'd from Page 9

Tribesmen on Nicobar Island warning a sailboat crew not to come closer

 John Allen Chau.
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In the Matter of XiO Cayman Limited (dissolved) 

 

And in the Matter of the Nevis Business Corporations Ordinance 2017 

 

TAKE NOTICE that the Petition of the Corporation under s.120(4) of the Nevis Business 
Corporations Ordinance 2017 for an order that the dissolution and winding-up of XiO Cayman 
Limited (the “Corporation”) be continued under the supervision of the High Court shall be 
heard on Thursday 21st July 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at the Theodore L. Hobson QC Courthouse, 
Prince William & Main Streets, Charlestown, Nevis.  

Anyone claiming to be a creditor or claimant of the Corporation must give notice of its intention 
to appear by Counsel at the hearing of the Petition to the Corporation’s Counsel, Byron & 
Byron, O’Loughlin House, Fort Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts, by no later than 4:00 p.m. on 
Monday 18th July 2022 and shall state whether they support or oppose the Petition. 
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Brand did contact authorities 
on project as Minister 

By Loshaun Dixon

Contrary to the be-
lief, understand-
ing or impression 
given that since becom-
ing a Minister, Spencer 
Brand has not had any 
relevant or significant 
contact with authori-
ties on his Citizenship 
By Investment (CBI) 
project, it has been de-
termined that there has 
been meaningful corre-
spondence between him 
(as a Minister) and au-
thorities regarding the 
venture.

In a letter dated March 
15, 2019, from Spencer 
Brand and his wife 
Sheila Brand to the 
St Kitts Investment 
Promotion Agency 
(SKIPA), the Brands 
updated the promotions 
agency on the project, 
noting that Atlantic 
View Condos would be 
rebranded Atlantic View 
Hotel to house 68 total 
units. The letter also re-
quested 250 CBI shares 
for the development.

The letter said, 
“Therefore in light of 
the change in the CBI 
policy under SR&O no 7 
of 2018, where the sales 
price has been adjusted 
from US$400,000 to 
US$200,000 per share, I 
hereby make application 
allotment for 250 shares 
for this development.

“This is the minimum 
amount of shares that 
we can accept for this 
development in order 
to make the project 
viable.”

There was also corre-
spondence in November 
2019 and January 2021 
between Brand and 
SKIPA, providing up-
dates on the project.

Meanwhile, the 
Integrity in Public Life 
Commission of Nevis 
has responded to the re-
quest from the leader of 
the Nevis Reformation 

Party (NRP), Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge, indi-
cating that it cannot 
satisfy her request 
for an investigation 
into NIA Minister 
Spencer Brand’s hotel 
development. 

Chairman of the 
Commission, Ricaldo 
Caines, said that since 
receiving the letter from 
the NRP Leader, he 
met with the two other 
commissioners, Sydney 
Newton and Alford 
Tyrell.

The Commission, in re-
sponse to the complaint 
and request for a probe, 
said that Brand, a mem-
ber of the Nevis Island 
Assembly and the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
is a Person in Public 
Life and is captured by 
the Ordinance, and was 
elected to the Nevis 
Island Assembly in 
2017, but the Ordinance 
was operationalized 
in 2018, and he is re-
quired by Section 15 of 
the Ordinance to file a 
Declaration in Form II 
of the Third Schedule 
of the Ordinance of his 
Assets, Liabilities and 
Income. 

Caines said that based 
on the request by Dr 
Daniel-Hodge for the 
Commission to make an 
assessment of the mat-
ter, following a review, 
it was determined that 
they could not act on the 

matter.

“On a review of the 
Ordinance and an as-
sessment of the com-
plaint filed, this matter 
does not fall within 
the lawful remit of the 
Commission based on 
the Ordinance. The 
Commission has no 
power to authorize an 
investigator or a team 
of investigators to con-
duct an independent 
investigation of the 
matters raised in your 
complaint.”

Caines explained that 
there are two Integrity 
Commissions in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. One 
for the Federation of St. 

Kitts and Nevis and one 
for the Island of Nevis.

He added that the Federal 
Act - the Integrity in 
Public Life Act No.18 
of 2013 of St. Kitts and 
Nevis - differs from the 
Integrity in Public Life 
Ordinance, No. 2 of 
2013. The Act governs 
the Federal Government 
and Statutory Bodies 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 
The Ordinance only 
governs persons in the 
employ of the Nevis 
Island Administration, 
Nevis Island Assembly, 
Statutory Bodies and 
Public Bodies on Nevis. 

Caines said the Federal 
law in Section 24 of the 
Integrity in Public Life 
Act No.18 of 2013 of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, al-
lows for the St. Kitts 
Commission, estab-
lished by this law, to 
investigate complaints 
and appoint investiga-
tors to conduct inves-
tigations, however, the 
Ordinance that governs 
the Commission on the 
Island of Nevis, does 
not include a similar 
section. 

“While the Integrity 
Commission of Nevis 
has been operational-
ized and we have been 

accepting Declarations 
on the Island of Nevis, 
the Federal Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
has not issued the rel-
evant regulations to 
enable the Integrity 
Commission on St. 
Kitts to require mem-
bers of the National 
Assembly, the Cabinet, 
Civil Servants, officers 
of Statutory Bodies and 
other public officials to 
file their Declarations of 
Assets, Liabilities and 
Income with the St. Kitts 
Integrity Commission.”

He said the commission 
“can only investigate the 
Declarations filed by the 
Honourable Minister 
Spencer Brand for the 
filing periods 2018-
2019; 2019-2020; 
2020-2021 into the ac-
curacy or fullness of a 
declaration filed with 
them by Brand”. 

“The law requires that 
all investigations are 
done in private, and 
the Person in Public 
Life be accorded due 
process against any 
allegations in accor-
dance with natural 
justice, the constitu-
tion and the laws of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

The final paragraph of 

the NRP Leader’s let-
ter spoke to the issue 
of abuse of office as a 
ground for an investi-
gation into the alleged 
allegations on behalf 
of the people of Nevis, 
noting the federal law 
of the Integrity in 
Public Life Act No.18 
of 2013 speaks to 
abuse of office by a 
public official and the 
consequences of such 
behaviour. 

“Unfortunately, the 
Ordinance that gov-
erns the Commission 
on the Island of Nevis 
does not have this sec-
tion as part of its law, 
thus limiting the pow-
ers and actions that the 
Integrity Commission 
Nevis can take in these 
matters,” Caines said.

He added it was 
hoped that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
and the Nevis Island 
Assembly will revisit 
the Ordinance, “and 
allow for a wholesale 
modernization of the 
Ordinance to give the 
people of Nevis the 
confidence that the 
Commission is achiev-
ing its objectives by 
ensuring public offi-
cials comply with the 
Ordinance”.

Spencer Brand

Nevis Integrity Commission members, from L-R: Ricaldo Caines, Sydney Newton and Alford Tyrell



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 15th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 16 AD V ER TI SEM ENT


