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MODELLING IN 
SERIOUS TIMES

Recent Facebook posts by Premier Mark Brantley, looking dapper and posing 
with various self-absorbed facial expressions, are in some way indicative of 
how the plot for advancement of Nevis got badly lost in translation.

The aforementioned represents someone with enormous responsibility who 
has surely become confused, if not openly narcissistic. Vying for a seat in the 
Parliament of St. Kitts and Nevis is serious business. It is not about him. He 
doesn’t seem to realise that. 

The ultimate goals for Mr. Brantley should be about proposing to create a 
vision for the betterment of the people of Nevis - creating jobs, education 
advancement, teaming up with investors - and not just for the benefit of law 
offices, but for all the people. 

Mr. Brantley seems quite mistakenly to be preparing for Mr.GQ. And since 
he is apparently preparing for a pageant, Nevisians could let him continue to 
do that, and elect others who are prepared to do hard work to bring tangible 
development to Nevis - build a hospital, bring hotel projects to fruition, get 
scholarships to reputable tertiary institutions such as the University of the 
West Indies and University of the Virgin Islands, etc.

Nevisians want relief on their electricity bills. Where is the promised waste-
to-energy plant for Nevis? Land was leased from the government for this. 
Where is the geothermal facility?

Nevis needs serious hands on deck. Nevisians need to elect someone who will 
guide their homeland to riches. Models have their place on the catwalks of 
London, New York and Paris. Nevis is no place for modelling in these serious 
times.

Rotary and Rotaract 
Clubs give back 
to communities

By Monique Washington  

The Rotary Club of 
Liamuiga and Rotaract 
Club of Nevis have 
donated wheelchairs to 
two elderly women in 
Gingerland. 

Violet Moven-Williams 
and Ingrid Brown, both 
of Hickman’s, received 
their chairs last Saturday 
(June 25). The clubs as-
sisted five persons in 
June with wheelchairs. 

President of the Rotary 
Club of Liamuiga, 
Caudell Gumbs, noted 
that the donation is to 
assist both women with 
their mobility in light of 
their circumstance.  

“We were proud to be 
able to make this dona-
tion, and to be able to 
give back to our com-
munities through our 
charitable work. This is 
the fifth wheelchair that 
we have donated so far. 
Three in Saint Kitts and 
two in Nevis. And it is 
indeed a great privilege 
for us to be able to assist 
those who are in need in 

our communities,” she 
said. 

Both women thanked the 
Club for their gesture.  

“Thanks to God and to 
man for this chair. It 
will be a great blessing 
to me that I will be able 
to move around a little 
bit better. Thank you all. 
May God bless you all,” 
Violet Moven-Williams 
said. 

J o y c e 
Moven, Coordinator 
of the Sustainable 
Development Unit  who 
spoke on behalf of 
the Junior Minister, 
Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams expressed 
gratitude to the club, 
society and the mem-
bers for their community 
outreach, and for touch-
ing the lives of the vul-
nerable persons in the 
communities. 

“I am certain that the 
chairs distributed today 
would enhance the live-
lihoods of the recipients, 
and will go a long way 
in assisting them with 
their mobility. So again, 

I want to express grati-
tude to the Club, Rotary 
Club of Liamuiga and 
the Rotaract Club of 
Nevis, and ask them to 
continue to persevere, 
and to do good for the 
good of all.”

According to its social 
media page, The Rotary 
Club of Liamuiga con-
forms to the highest 
ideals of Rotary, and 
continues to lend an 
empowering hand to a 
community of 35,000 
residents. 

St. Kitts is ranked thir-
teenth (out of 208) in the 
Rotary world, in terms 
of per capita member-
ship per country. 

The Rotaract Club of 
Nevis is a service club 
for young men and 
women ages 18 to 30, 
to provide humanitarian 
service with community 
development, promote 
high ethical standards in 
their personal and pro-
fessional lives, and build 
friendship as their Motto 
states “Fellowship 
through Service.” 
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Spencer Brand, a developer?
By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris 
has revealed that 
an active Minister 
of Government in 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
is a developer, us-
ing the Alternative 
Investment Option 
of the Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) 
Program.

Dr Harris on Tuesday 
disclosed that Minister 
of Public Works in the 
NIA, Spencer Brand, 

used the initiative to 
fund his private project 
valued at approximate-
ly US$44M.

The Prime Minister 
was at the time using 
it as an example, in 
relation to the projects 
that had been approved 
under the Alternative 
Investment Option 
that Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley had 
criticised 

“Mark Brantley 
should know better. 
A member of Mark 
Brantley’s Cabinet, 
Spencer Brand, is also 

a developer in the CBI 
Program.

“Spencer Brand’s 
project came to the 
Cabinet, supported by 
the NIA, for us to give 
them shares. Is it that 
the government, then, 
is funding Spencer 
Brand’s project?”

Dr Harris explained 
that under the arrange-
ment, Brand would go 
out and seek inves-
tors interested in get-
ting involved, using 
citizenship.

“I think it’s about 

US$44M. Is it that the 
federal government 
will take up $109M 
nearly $120M EC to 
fund Spencer Brand’s 
project, or Spencer 
Brand will go around 
the world and find in-
terested people.”

He explained that the 
Park Hyatt and the 
Ramada Hotels were 
built through the CBI 
program.

Up until then, no men-
tion was ever made of 
the project.

Spencer Brand
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CWI confi rms West Indies contracted 
players for 2022-2023

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has confi rmed the in-
ternational retainer contracts for the West Indies 
Men’s and Women’s players for the 2022-2023 
season. A total of 36 players have been off ered 
contracts for the period – which runs from 1 July 
2022 to 30 June 2023. 

This is in addition to 90 players across the re-
gion who are contracted to Territorial Board 
Franchise Squads.  

The West Indies Men’s contracted player list sees 

fast bowler Jayden Seales, left-arm seamer Obed 
McCoy and allrounder Odean Smith awarded 
international retainer contracts for the fi rst time. 
The West Indies Women’s contracted player list 
sees allrounders Mandy Mangru and Jannillea 
Glasgow along with batter Rashada Williams 
awarded international retainer contracts for the 
fi rst time, all of which are development contracts.

For 2022-23, CWI has changed the Men’s re-
tainer contract structure to off er player con-
tracts across all formats of cricket, compared to 

specifi c red or white-ball contracts in previous 
years.  The off er of retainer contracts to all play-
ers follows an Evaluation Period of performanc-
es from 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022, which 
is also supported by statistics from the previous 
2019 - 2020 Evaluation Period. This allows for 
all players to be appraised immediately after the 
Evaluation Period and provides a notice period 
before new contracts start on 1 July 2022. The 
system is designed to reward hard work and per-
formance results. 

West Indies Men’s Lead Selector, The Most 
Honourable Dr Desmond Haynes said: 
“Congratulations to all the players who have 
been off ered contracts.  We think this is a dy-
namic group, with the right mixture of experi-
ence and youthfulness to properly represent the 
people of the Caribbean. With general retainer 
contracts, it gives us a pool of talented and dedi-
cated cricketers, who can take West Indies crick-
et forward in years to come.”

West Indies Women’s Lead Selector, Ann 
Browne-John said: “The selectors have placed 
a great focus on the young developing play-
ers because these are the ones who will help to 
build the team as we look towards the future. 
The panel believes that the combination of ex-
perienced players and the emerging players will 
give a good base as we continue to prepare teams 
for international matches and the T20 World Cup 
early next year.”

CWI Director of Cricket, Jimmy Adams stated: 
“I am delighted for all the players who have been 
off ered retainers for the upcoming period. This 
represents a signifi cant investment in the ongo-
ing development of our international players 
whilst also ensuring our best players are avail-
able for selection.”
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Vacancy
Looking for Manager - 1, Cashier 1, Sales 

Associate - 2, Warehouse - 1 ( male ) 
please mail your resume with picture Id 

to thegrocerystoreskn@gmail.com. 

Land for Sale
Hamilton Estate, 14749.9343sqft

Cost $88494.00
Contact# 660-9949

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Platinum Work

Seeking 1 Worker
660-3740

Vacancy
First Class Repair Services

Cane Gardens, St. John's, Nevis
Urgently needing a Female Live In 
Personal Assistant and Bookkeeper 

Contact: 669-3286 or percy-
valthompson@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Looking for a sales associate and a su-

pervisor for Smart Electronics, located at 
port Zante,  with 6-7 years of experience 

in electronics, appliances and sales.
Intrested person can contact :

Sunny- 7606710 or
PO Box 28

Vacancy

Cool Runnings Bar And Grill 
need a night bartender

869664553

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299

Vacancy
T&T Security Services

Seeking  Full Time Security Guards
Contact: 661-4856/7623233

HOMES FOR SALE
Dwelling House on .22 acres 

At Palm Grove Villas
Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822

PROPERTY FOR SALE

House on 0.5202 acres

Located in Oualie Bay

List Price: 595,000 USD

Contact:  info@oualierealty.com

or

869 661 3850

               

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
in 

Jones Estate, Nevis 

1.27  acres with  
dwelling house 

US$ 2,200,000.00 

www.stkiGsnevisrealty.com 

Tel: 469 3000 
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Dr Harris warns of CBI rhetoric
By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris 
has warned former 
Government Ministers 
that their rhetoric sur-
rounding the Citizenship 
By Investment could 
setback the programme 
years, and lead to the 
federation losing its 
largest income earner.

In recent days, both 
the Former Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards and Former 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Mark Brantley made 
allegations surround-
ing the CBI, that have 
since been cleared up 
by CBI officials and the 
government.

Dr Harris on Wednesday 
cautioned the two that 
their wrongful claims 
can be damaging to the 
programme, after one 
of his colleagues ex-
pressed concerns about 

the statements.

“When you criticise 
one, they lump us and 
see these as shortcom-
ings in the programme. 
We have come a long 
way from 2014 when Dr 
Denzil Douglas mashed 
up the reputation of 
the programme and de-
stroyed any goodwill 

in the international 
community.”

Dr Harris reminded 
that it was May 2014 
when FinCEN took a 
decision to lay a charge 
against St Kitts and 
Nevis, and accused 
the Denzil Douglas 
Administration of al-
lowing illicit actors 

to participate in the 
programme

He also lamented the 
removal of visa-free 
access from Canada in 
November of that year.

“We have come a long 
way from that, because 
we reformed the pro-
gramme, improved the 

due diligence, worked 
with our international 
stakeholders, travelled 
the entire globe for im-
portant meetings and 
began the process of re-
building confidence.”

Dr Harris labelled 
that comments in 
recent days as “un-
truths and spreading 

misinformation they 
know will not hold 
up”.

“The CBI programme 
has now emerged as 
the single largest gen-
erator for our country, 
why then would two 
upstart ex-ministers 
engage in undermining 
it, when one of them 
has laid his claim to 
fame on wanting a fair 
share.

“He is destroying the 
very vehicle at which 
he wants to rely on, 
and do things for the 
people of Nevis. It does 
not make sense, it is 
an irrational approach 
by those who want to 
lead the country, and 
our people must be 
very mindful of dis-
honest politicians who 
would say anything, 
and go to any extreme 
to score cheap politi-
cal points. They know 
what they are saying is 
nonsense.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
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Khan sets record 
straight on prison

By Loshaun Dixon

CEO of St Kitts and 
Nevis’ Citizenship by 
Investment Unit, Les 
Khan, has clarifi ed the 
arrangement with that en-
tity, and their involvement 
with the construction of the 
new correctional facility, 
noting claims by two for-
mer government ministers 
have been misleading.

Khan said the numbers in-
volved with the Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) pro-
gramme and this project 
had been taken out of 
context, after claims from 
former Deputy Prime 
Minister Shawn Richards 
and former Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs Mark 
Brantley, that $2.2B EC is 
set to be raised to build an 
$80M facility.

The CEO explained that 
the Alternate Investment 
Option was created, 
and there are two cat-
egories of investment op-
tions. The fi rst, he said, 
is privately-funded and 
privately-owned, where 
the developer builds the 
initiative that meets a gov-
ernment mandate, and he 
or she owns the initiative 
in the long term. The sec-
ond is privately funded and 
state-owned. He said the 
new correctional facility 
would be supported by the 
latter initiative.

Addressing claims that 
$2.2B EC is being taken 
away from the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis, Khan said 
that is not the case 

“There is no $2.2B EC, 
there is 5000 or 5500 in 
terms of the number of 
shares to assist the devel-
oper in recovering their 
investment.” He also 
indicated that to quote a 
number like $2.2B is mis-
leading in the sense that the 
developer is selling a share 
or citizenship at $175,000 
“If we were to look at the 
new correctional facility, 
what we were to actually 
get from that will be hun-
dreds of millions of US 

dollars multiplied by 2.6, 
and that will be over a peri-
od of three years, whatever 
it takes for the developer to 
sell the unit of investment. 
$2.2B doesn’t exist, it is 
never coming out the gov-
ernment coff ers. There will 
be money going into the 
government coff ers.”

Khan said in the Alternative 
Investment Option for the 
correctional facility, the 
country gets an infrastruc-
ture asset, and one that they 
would not have been able 
to fi nance over a period of 
time. He explained that fac-
tors to consider are where 
the developers are going 
to sell, and what price can 
they sell at. “I can assure 
you that it is not $175,000 
and it is not at $200,000. 
There are market prices 
out there in the Middle 
East and Russia, when it is 
opened, and China.

“It is a competitive market. 
We are competing with 
Dominica, Antigua, St 
Lucia and Grenada, where 
the pricing is so tight that 
the developer has to take 
a deep discount on his sale 
price, just to be able to sell 
and get revenue.”

Khan said regardless of 
the price that the shares are 
sold, the developer still has 
a responsibility to ensure 
fees are paid to the govern-
ment. He said $200,000 
and $175,000 are govern-
ment prices, but explained 
that what the developers 
can sell in the market, is 
what they can sell and can 
take.

He added that this CBI 
option also has guarantees 
that the facility will be 
completed. “In this par-
ticular initiative, one of the 
mandates was a running 
balance in the account at 
the National Bank, so that 
we could ensure they have 
the capital to continue con-
struction. You also have to 
remember the developer is 
putting all the money up 
front, before sales.”

Khan also explained why 
the project has over 5000 

shares as opposed to the 
300 off ered for the con-
struction of the Park Hyatt.

“The decision to grant 300 
shares was based on the 
$400,000 that they could 
get at that point in time. 
Things have evolved, and 
the market is no longer a 
$400,000 market.

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris on 
Tuesday said the project 
was approved in 2021, 
noting that twice it came 
to the Cabinet. 

“Mark Brantley sup-
ported it, Shawn Richards 
supported it, Jonel Powell 
supported it, and then 
they come out months 
after saying they have a 
problem with it. Show me 
the minutes where you 
had a problem.”

Dr Harris added that the 
current prison facility has 
outlived its usefulness, 
and the residents there de-
serve better.   

“They have their sons and 
daughters, mothers and 
fathers who want to know 
that in our prison they are 
safe. The human rights 
body…Mark knows has 
written to us time and 
time again, and said the 
prison is overcrowded 
and we needed a new one, 
and everybody agrees.” 
He said his government 
had to fi nd creative ways 
to do the right things for 
the citizens

“We came up with the 
idea of an alternative in-
vestment option...Mark 
voted for it, and Shawn 
supported it.”

He then explained the ra-
tionale behind the idea.

“Let people come in with 
money to build things the 
country needs, and in re-
turn we will give them the 
opportunity to participate 
in our CBI programme.

“The same programme 
was used on the Ramada 
Hotel, they off ered shares 

and went around the 
world and got people to 
buy and raised the money 
to invest and produce a 
Ramada Hotel with 300 
rooms. The same CBI has 
built residences for Four 
Seasons; the same CBI 
that built the Park Hyatt, 
so nothing strange.”

Dr Harris said the only 
diff erence is the investor 
will help with this brand 

new correctional facil-
ity and in return, they get 
some shares. 

“We don’t know if they 
will get the shares sold 
off , for we do not con-
trol the market. We don’t 
know when. All we know 
is by a certain date it will 
produce the new correc-
tional facility and give 
our people a better place, 
a better opportunity for 

rehabilitation.”

He reiterated that no mon-
ey out of the government 
coff ers will go to the con-
struction of the facility.

“I want to make it clear...
not one cent of govern-
ment money is going to 
that. We don’t have any-
thing to worry about in 
relation to that.”

CEO of St Kitts and Nevis’ Citizenship by Investment Unit, Les Khan
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Four Taiwanese young men 
reflect on work in SKN

By Loshaun Dixon 

Four young men from 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) who were in 
the federation for the 
past eight months, have 
been reflecting on their 
time spent, and the work 
they have been able to 
achieve.

Crystal Ou, from the 
Taiwanese Embassy, 
said that in Taiwan ev-
ery young man has to do 
military service, but this 
is a substitute military 
service.

“They chose to come 
here instead of going 
to the army. It is nor-
mally for around eight 
months, and it is based 
on their own expertise 
in Taiwan.”

She said the govern-
ment picks them based 
on their own expertise, 
and sends them here to 
help. They apply for it 
online and are selected.

“It is competitive, be-
cause you get to go 
overseas and experience 
something different.”

Ou said after this set 
leaves, they go back to 
their lives in Taiwan, 
and a new batch will ar-
rive in November.

Brian Lee, who worked 
on a Capacity Building 
Project for the preven-
tion and control for 
metabolic disease, ex-
plained that this is the 
second phase of this 
particular project. He 
said while there they 
focused on three major 
points - health screen-
ing, In Your Kitchen 
TV Show and food 
modelling 

“For the health screen-
ing, we had 4064 per-
sons for the entire last 
year, because of the 
COVID we only gath-
ered that much. This 
year we have already 
gathered over 4000 to 

5000.

“The ‘In your Kitchen’ 
we have cooking com-
petitions in Sandy Point, 
Basseterre, Nevis and 
Cayon. All competitors 
will meet in the final 
competition in August. 
In food modelling, the 
Ministry of Health’s 
Health Promotion Unit 
had this to make sure all 
food had a healthy por-
tion for intake.”

Alex Zhuang said he 
mainly worked on cli-
mate change, and how 
it changed the weather 
pattern in the Caribbean.

“There is some scien-
tific evidence that the 
weather here is drier. 
What we did is set up 
four weather stations 
- three in St Kitts and 
one in Nevis. We would 

then gather the weather 
information and see 
how the pattern chang-
es. We later shared the 
information with local 
farmers and also held 
some workshops.”

“We also visited farmers 
to see what they grow in 
their farm, and if they 
have a problem we can 
give advice. We provide 
soil-testing services, 
in case if farmers want 
to know the fertility of 
their farm.

Howard Wang and Willi 
Cheng both worked in 
land administration, 
and provided support 
in building out a digital 
database.

“When someone sur-
veys the land and you 
get the geometry and 
area, you need to save 

the information. You 
to make a database and 
save them in the data-
base…also if we gather 
data and need to use the 
information about the 
land, because it is land 
administration. We also 
need to know who owns 
this territory where the 
land is, so if someone 
wants to buy the land or 
sell the land, the web-
site will show the basic 
information about it,” 
Wang explained.

He said a clerk will 
manage this database.

Cheng said the data was 
on paper before, and 
they had to transfer it 
manually to digital. He 
explained that the digi-
tal form is much safer, 
as the paper form can be 
lost in fires.
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Health Ministry launches 
maternity guide

By Monique Washington  

A Maternity Guide, the fi rst of its kind on Nevis, 
was launched on June 24, to assist new moth-
ers during their pregnancy and after they would 
have given birth . 

The booklet was produced by the Ministry of Health 
and Gender Aff airs, through its Community Health 
Nursing Services and the Alexandra Hospital’s 

Maternity Ward. 

Junior Minister of Health and Gender Aff airs Hon. 
Hazel Brandy-Williams lauded those involved 
in publishing such a helpful guide, and noted its 
importance. 

““The vision and rationale behind providing a ma-
ternity guide must be applauded. The team who 
conceptualised this idea and who saw it to frui-
tion, I want to, from this rostrum, congratulate you 

highly for a job well done. 

“I believe that pregnancy was never designed as 
a path for anyone to take on alone, and so I am 
extremely proud today of this undertaking. The 
Ministry of Health and Gender Aff airs through its 
health centres and the Maternity Ward is off ering 
a hand. They’re off ering a companion. They’re of-
fering some guidance to women who are on their 
pregnancy path,” she said  

Brandy-Williams pointed out that the book is a 
small package which can hold in a handbag, so that 
pregnant women can “have it anywhere, any place, 
at any time”. 

“I am sure the expectant mothers who were a little 
apprehensive should now feel easy. They can rest 
easy that there is some guidance that they can have 
and they can refer to from time to time. “And so I 
stand committed to the work that you have been do-
ing in your community, community nurses. I stand 
committed and I applaud you as well for the work 
that you have been doing, and in that regard, I want 
to say that I fully endorse the production of this 
document.”  

According to Assistant Matron at the Alexandra 
Hospital, Dhaima Golding, the booklet was de-
signed to assist in the maternity process by provid-
ing antenatal and perinatal guidelines that should 
be adopted by mothers.  

“When we created the maternity guide book, we 
had a goal in mind, and that is to promote and 
maintain the physical, mental and social health of 
mother and baby, and to better manage complica-
tions in pregnancy. The importance of good antena-
tal care cannot be overemphasized,” she said 

She said that the book entails a variety of informa-
tion which will be very benefi cial to mother and 
baby which include signs of labour, breastfeeding, 
postpartum depression, the fi rst days with your 
baby, discharge plan, the care and safety of baby, 
and safety at home. 

Golding noted that the book is available at all pri-
mary care services such as the various health cen-
tres, OBGYN offi  ces, and at Alexandra Hospital’s 
Maternity Ward.  

“All expectant mothers will be given a copy of this 
book, and it’s free of charge at their fi rst antenatal 
visit. All in all, this book brings together everything 
a new mom needs to know about pregnancy and the 
care of her newborn,” she said. 
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Music Festival delivers 
“an experience 

like no other”
By Loshaun Dixon 

It was three nights of epic enter-
tainment, as dozens of superstar 
artistes from around the world 
descended on St Kitts and Nevis 
for the long-awaited Music 
Festival, with Tourism Minister, 
Senator Wendy Phipps, asserting 
that it delivered on providing an 
experience like no other.

The opening night of the festival 
was a night of bacchanal, as the 
popular event returned for the 
first time since the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

Rucas HE was the first artiste to 
take the stage and he delivered a 
performance that his name sug-
gests, one of high energy. He was 
followed by the Small Axe Band, 
who earlier in the day promised 
a presentation of the highest cali-
bre, and did not disappoint. 

Grand Masters Band then got 
into the swing, and they reaf-
firmed their status as one of the 
top local entertainers, captivating 
the audience with hit after hit.

Lyrical Ace was the first over-
seas artiste to touch the stage, 
and from the first sighting had 
fingers of the audience pointing, 
as he entered with his popular 
song ‘Happy Place’. He went on 
to complete a 30-minute set that 
left many pleading for more.

His compatriot Nadia Batson 
was next and she was also at the 
top of her game, showing off her 
vocal and dancing skills.

Voice followed, and for half an 
hour had the capacity audience 
in a mood of “getting what was 
missing” during the two years of 
the pandemic. He also paid trib-
ute to Blaxx, who passed earlier, 
as he allowed the audience to 
“Let Go” in remembrance of the 
fallen soca artiste.

Queen of bacchanal Destra 
reigned over her dominion, and 
had full command of the fully 
hyped audience - when she said 
jump they jumped, when she put 
her hands in the air they respond-
ed without delay. It was a sight 
to behold. Viking and Viqueen 

also delivered a laudable perfor-
mance, before the penultimate 
act, the husband and wife duo of 
Bunji Garlin and Fay-Ann Lyons, 
sang hit after hit from their music 
catalogue over the years.

The Nu Vybz Band brought cur-
tains down on the night, with the 
show ending sometime after 4:00 
am.

Night two opened with a host of 
local artistes with Dejour kicking 
things off.

While there was a relatively 
small audience at the time he 
performed, they were lively and 
participated from start to finish.

Highlight then followed, and 
started by playing the piano 
before removing the micro-
phone and using every inch of 
the stage. He also invited some 
guest appearances from Shanna 
Raymond, along with 313 Family 
and Infamus, who shocked the 
crowd by appearing together as 
they had public differences. The 
two then announced they had put 
their differences aside.

Imark rounded out the local acts 
with a performance that also fea-
tured Dejour and other artistes.

Shaneil Muir had an appeal to 
the females in the audience while 
pushing her tunes. 

Maxi Priest was smooth with his 
impressive hits and proved that 
his voice is still as strong as it 
was twenty-plus years ago.

The night also featured a perfor-
mance from Ashanti who deliv-
ered a set filled with a variety of 
music including R&B, Soul, Hip 
Hop and Soca.

Wale also added a Hip-Hop 
flavour to the second evening, 
which was ended with a perfor-
mance from the popular Sean 
Paul whose hit catalogue pro-
vided an ideal curtain call for the 
night.

The final night predictably saw 
the largest turnout, and opened 
with local act Venelle Powell 
who gave a performance out of 
the top drawer. She was followed 

by another local artiste in Byron 
Messiah, who got a reception re-
served for one of the larger acts 
as the fans sang his tunes word 
for word.

Jada Kingdom also featured that 
night and delivered an edgy per-
formance. She was visibly  over-
whelmed by the support of the 
Kittitian and Nevisian audience.

Christopher Martin put on one of 
the performances of the weekend 
with his unique style of reggae 
and crystal clarity. He was sin-
gle-handedly worth the admis-
sion fee.

The same could be said of the 
matchless Beres Hammond, who 
more than pleased the massive 
audience that turned out that 
evening.

Popcaan brought the Festival to a 
close with ‘Unruly Boss’ provid-
ing a fitting end to the weekend 
celebration.

Meanwhile, Senator Phipps said 
provisional figures revealed that 
on Thursday night there was 
an attendance 4000, 4500 on 
Friday, and a whopping 6700 
on Saturday. She added that the 
hotels sported high occupancy 
throughout the festival.

“During the course of the festi-
val, we would have had anecdotal 
evidence from a number of hotel 
properties in terms of the occu-
pancy rates being relatively high, 
particularly for the Marriott, The 
Royal St Kitts and Koi Resort.”

The Tourism Minister also ex-
tended gratitude on behalf of the 
Cabinet for the efforts of hun-
dreds of volunteers who would 
have made the festival possible.

“There were quite a number of 
them that would have put their 
shoulders to the wheel, and 
would have made it possible to 
restart the music festival in what 
I consider to be grand high-class 
fashion.”

“We can say we delivered in 
terms of ensuring that the St Kitts 
Music Festival’s 24th edition was 
an experience like no other.”

Byron Messiah

Destra

Christopher Martin

Ashanti
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