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EXERCISING 
PERSONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
IS PARAMOUNT 

It’s been a long time coming, but the return of the St Kitts Music Festival after two-
year forced hiatus due to the Covid-19 pandemic is an encouraging sign of where 
we are today.

The main purpose of the annual festival has always been to generate economic activ-
ity within the Federation. And we currently need that boost.

The government is trying to find ways and means to keep the citizens and residents 
confident, comfortable and secure, and there is no better way than to charm visitors 
from all over the world. 

To the organisers’ credit they have managed to attract some of the finest artistes, in-
cluding Sean Paul, Keyshia Cole, Maxi Priest, Wale, Ashanti, Beres Hammond, Jada 
Kingdom, Destra, Bunji Garlin, Fay-Ann Lyons, Byron Messia, Dejour, Hi-Light, 
Rotimi, Christopher Martin, Popcaan, Anthony B and others. As was highlighted in 
a recent press conference held by the Festival’s Organising Committee, the event is 
planned with the financial benefit to the entire Federation of St Kitts and Nevis in 
mind. There was the question raised about possible COVID issues, and the Chairman 
admitted that as of now there is no contingency, and they “are hoping for the best”.

The Head of Marketing for the Festival then cautioned the public that though there 
has been a lull in the number of cases and the impact of the virus in the Federation, 
patrons are encouraged to exercise “personal responsibility” when it comes to the 
protection of their health and safety.

The latter observation is noteworthy. We cannot allow Covid to bring us to a stand-
still once more, therefore with mega events such as the Music Festival being so 
important to our economic well-being, we need not be reminded that personal re-
sponsibility is paramount.

Let not our judgement be clouded by bravado or ignorance. We have had ample time 
to consider and assess what works and what doesn’t with respect to the pandemic. 
Let us cooperate with the organisers, health officials and other related entities to keep 
our nation safe, while still being able to enjoy the simple pleasures that life has to 
offer.

BVI Govt. Reform 
Proposal Accepted 

By UK Ministers
The ‘Framework for the 
Implementation of the 
Recommendations of the 
Commission of Inquiry Report 
and Other Reforms’ proposed 
by the Government of National 
Unity in the British Virgin Islands 
(BVI) has been accepted by 
the Government of the United 
Kingdom.

This announcement was made 
during a joint press conference 
with His Excellency the Governor 
John J. Rankin, CMG and Premier 
and Minister of Finance Dr. the 
Honourable Natalio D. Wheatley 
on Wednesday June 8.

Governor Rankin said, “I am 
pleased the Government of 
National Unity has made its firm 
commitment to carry out far-
reaching reforms, including going 
beyond the COI Report, to fix the 
failings of governance.  I welcome 
the detailed plan the Government 
has set out to implement the COI 
recommendations.”  

“The Premier and Government 
of National Unity have shown 
the will and commitment to im-
prove governance in the BVI and 
therefore it is right that elected 
officials here should have the op-
portunity to implement the COI 
recommendations.”

Mr. Rankin described the final 
proposal to the UK Government 
as “clearly outlining with clear 
timelines, how [the Government 
of National Unity] will deliver the 
COI recommendations but without 
the need for a temporary partial 
suspension of the Constitution.”

“I and the UK Government want 
the Government of National 
Unity to succeed in making these 
changes and delivering the COI 
recommendations. 

I would like to thank the people of 
the BVI for their support and in-
terest throughout the COI and for 
their overall calm and measured 
response during recent turbulent 
and challenging times.

“I know that the vast majority 
of people of the BVI are honest, 
hard-working, and caring.  The 
reputation of the British Virgin 
Islands sits on the shoulders of 
these individuals, and not on the 

small minority who wish to profit 
at their expense. It’s time that 
governance of the BVI is as good 
as its people. They deserve no less 
and I will continue to support all 
efforts to achieve that goal.”

Premier Wheatley said his govern-
ment welcomed the UK Ministers’ 
agreement with its proposal for 
the implementation of the COI 
Report recommendations and oth-
er reforms.”

The Honourable Premier said that 
the Government will work closely 
with Governor Rankin, and “in 
the spirit of partnership with the 
United Kingdom, to deliver for 
the people of the Virgin Islands.”

The Premier added, “Our success 
will be the result of doing the hard 
work of reforming our institutions 
and systems of Government and 
engendering a new culture in the 
handling of the peoples’ business.

“Today marks another important 
step in our efforts to reform and 
renew our democracy and to build 
a better Virgin Islands. 

I want to be clear. Change will be 
hard. It will be painful in some in-
stances. People we know and care 
about will be affected. However, 
in the end, it will be for the better-
ment of these Virgin Islands.

“This is our opportunity as a so-
ciety to transform these Virgin 
Islands into a model democracy 
where we have better institutions, 
better systems, better processes, 
better public services, better in-
frastructure and an economy that 
delivers for all.”  

The Premier concluded, “Today’s 
announcement provides a greater 
political certainty that will lend 
itself to a more stable economic 
environment. 

We thank the public for their pa-
tience and calm during this dif-
ficult period. We must face the 
challenges ahead together as a 
community. 

I call on everyone to be a part of 
the positive changes that are tak-
ing place to strengthen us as a 
people and to not be bystanders as 
we transform our Territory”.
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Music Festival returns to 
provide economic impetus

By Loshaun Dixon

After a two-year absence 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the St Kitts 
Music Festival looks set 
to safely return and de-
liver on its mandate to 
provide much needed 
economic impetus during 
the slower tourism period 
annually.

This year, the festival has 
managed to attract some 
of the finest artistes, 
including Sean Paul, 
Keyshia Cole, Maxi 
Priest, Wale, Ashanti, 
Beres Hammond, Jada 
Kingdom, Destra, Bunji 
Garlin, Fay-Ann Lyons, 
Byron Messia, Dejour, 
Hi-Light, Rotimi, 
Christopher Martin, 
Popcaan, Anthony B 
and others.

Speaking at a press 

conference on Tuesday, 
Chairman of the St Kitts 
Music Festival Damion 
Hobson indicated that 
tickets are now on sale 
and all the artists are 
booked; all their travel 
has been booked and 
hotel accommodations 
have been confirmed.

Hobson reminded that 
the main purpose of the 
festival was to generate 
economic activity with-
in the Federation. 

“Part of the mandate 
back in 2018 was to try 
and generate even more 
economic activity. And 
for that, we took a deci-
sion to end all nights no 
later than 1:30 am. This 
is to give businesses an 
opportunity, whether 
it’s on the strip or par-
ties, to happen after 

Members of the St Kitts Music Festival Organising Committee at Tuesday’s press conferenceCont'd on Page 5
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FAREWELL, HARVEY! 

Nevisians, in particular 
the people of Brown 
Hill, were awakened 
on Saturday 4 June by 
the shocking news of 
the death of Harvey 
‘Pombey Boy’ Stapleton. 
He was an iconic fi gure 
in Nevis. He brought 
fun, joy, amazement and 
sometimes fear to many, 
with his rather eccentric 
personality. 

Like most persons born 
in Brown Hill at that 
time, he went to Prospect 
Primary School, played 
cricket, and learned to 
swim at Cane Bay. He 
was trained by his par-
ents to uphold the values 
of hard work and disci-
pline.  So he was very 
much like all of us. 

He was an extremely tal-
ented cricketer who mes-
merized many batsmen 
with his leg-spin bowl-
ing. He played cricket for 
Brown Hill, Nevis and the 
Virgin Islands. We well 
remember him bowling 
out the entire St. Kitts 
team while playing for 
the Virgin Islands – a re-
markable feat.  The Nevis 
Cricket Association 
recently instituted the 
Harvey ‘Pombey Boy’ 
Stapleton 2020 Cricket 
Competition to celebrate 
his prowess on the crick-
et fi eld.  

He was a mason by trade 
and would often remind 
people that he worked 
on their homes. He was 
also a subsistence farmer.  
He grew enough to feed 

himself and sold the rest. 
He sold sweet fruits at 
a higher price than sour 
fruits. 

He kept a US$ Account, 
which he said was his 
preparation for when 
hard times hit the coun-
try. He thought that it was 
careless not to save for a 
rainy day. He often said 
that his parents always 
told him that it was good 
to make a high salary, but 
it was more important 
how much you save. 

He walked extensively 
and remained physically 
fi t. He had maintained 
the same body weight 
and Body Mass Index 
(BMI) for many years. 
He was acrobatic and 
ambidextrous.  Much to 
the amazement of many 
persons, he would fold 
his entire body into vari-
ous shapes while sitting 
atop the wall at Grove 
Park. 

He struggled with mental 
issues for many years. 
Mental illness is a state 
of mind which aff ects 
the person’s thinking, 
emotion and judgment 
to the extent that he/she 
requires care or medical 
treatment in his/her own 
interest or in the interest 
of the society. 

His death reminds us that 
the stresses and strains of 
life take a heavy toll on 
people, hence the need to 
strengthen coping mech-
anisms.  He acted out his 
confl icts and frustrations 

with sometimes impul-
sive behaviour.  These 
behaviours were a cry 
for help. Consistent 
evaluation by a clinical 
psychologist may have 
provided a wider plat-
form for him to function. 

There are no magic rules 
for preventing mental ill-
ness, but there are ways 
to maintaining mental 
health. Satisfactory so-
cial relations and feel-
ings of self-worth lead 
to good mental health. 
The Nevis society must 
decide if it did enough to 
build social relations and 
nurture Harvey’s feelings 
of self-worth. 

The Humanistic/
Existential theory of mal-
adaptive behaviour pos-
its that in every person 
there is an active force 
toward self-actualization. 
Perhaps, the Nevis so-
ciety should adapt this 
approach so as to help 
people to cope with men-
tal health issues. 

Harvey’s death reminds 
us of the need to pay 
closer attention to the 
Prevention, Treatment, 
Care and Support of men-
tal illness here on Nevis.  
The services of a resident 
Clinical Psychologist or a 
Psychiatrist would help. 

With all that said, it is 
only fi tting that we bid 
a heartfelt farewell to 
Harvey ‘Pombey Boy’ 
Stapleton.

Harvey ‘Pombey Boy’ Stapleton
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the festival nights, and so it 
extends the fi nancial benefi t 
to the entire Federation of St 
Kitts and Nevis. It will allow 
persons to do other things and 
to experience St Kitts and 
Nevis on a whole.”

Responding to a question re-
lated to possible COVID is-
sues, Hobson noted that as of 
now there is no contingency. 

“Currently, we don’t have a 
Plan B. Our intention is to 

have this music festival until 
the authorities tell us other-
wise. So we are continuing to 
plan as if it will take place on 
June 23rd to 25th, and we are 
hoping for the best.”

Executive Director at 
Tourism Events Unit, Allister 
Williams, said that is an-
ticipated that the majority 
of hotels are expected to be at 
capacity or near full during the 
festival.

“From our understanding of the 
last reporting, a few of the hotels 

are reporting about 90 percent 
occupancy over the period. 
We anticipate that number will 
grow, but we are confi dent we 
have enough stock to satisfy 
the demand.

He said part of the challenge 
they had was with air access, 
and getting into St Kitts over 
the festival period.

“There is a charter we have put 
in place to assist in that regard. 
Those living in the United 
States in particular. We want 
to remind them that there is a 

charter leaving out of Miami 
on June 22 and returning on 
June 26, and is based on a 
round trip airfare.”

Williams said they are antici-
pating as the weeks go by, “as 
we near the start of the festival, 
there will be greater increases 
in occupancy levels in the 
hotels”.

“That is exactly what the fes-
tival was intended to do and 
continues to do. While there 
are limited rooms on St Kitts, 
there are also rooms in Nevis. 

In 2019 we had persons stay-
ing in Nevis.”

He said they are nearing satu-
ration point on St Kitts, and 
“are hoping we will arrive at 
100 percent by the time the 
festival comes around”.

He also gave a rationale as to 
why the main charter origi-
nates from the USA.

“We realised airlift was an is-
sue, and North America is 

Music Festival returns to provide 
economic impetus CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 3

Cont'd on Page 15
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Charlestown, Nevis (Dated: 9th June 2022) - The 8th Annual Conference 
of the Commonwealth Caribbean Association of Integrity Commissions 
and Anti-Corruption Bodies (CCAICACB) was held at the St. Kitts 
Marriott Resort under the theme “Controlling Corruption – Preventative 
Mechanisms Work Better Than Reactive Measures” during the week of 
23rd – 27th May, 2022.
At the Opening Ceremony of the Conference, remarks were deliv-
ered by Her Excellency, the Rt. Hon. Baroness Patricia Scotland QC, 
Commonwealth Secretary-General, The Rt. Hon. Dr. Denzil Douglas, 
Opposition Member, National Assembly while the keynote address 
was delivered by the Hon. Vincent Byron Jr. on behalf of the Hon. Dr. 
Timothy Harris, Prime Minister, St. Kitts and Nevis. The Conference 
was declared open by His Excellency, Sir S. W. Tapley Seaton, QC, 
Governor General of St. Kitts and Nevis. The Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis who was invited to give brief remarks withdrew his 
acceptance and did not attend the Opening Ceremony.
Her Excellency, Baroness Scotland QC, expressed the view that “corrup-
tion is a serious crime that can undermine social and economic develop-
ment in all societies.”  She stressed that no country, region or community 
is immune from corruption and that corruption is the biggest impedi-
ment to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. At the open-
ing ceremony, Her Excellency launched a book entitled “Controlling 
Corruption in the Commonwealth Caribbean” and presented copies to 
most of the attendees.  The book highlights the success stories of coun-
tries that made significant progress in combatting corruption.
The Conference was organized by the Commonwealth Secretariat, the 
Association of Integrity Commissions and Anti-Corruption Bodies 
(CCAICACB) and the St. Kitts – Nevis Integrity Commissions. Nine 
(9) of Fourteen (14) member countries attended the Conference in per-
son, while many other countries and agencies attended virtually. The 
Integrity Commission (Nevis) was unable to co-host the activities 
scheduled for Nevis as planned due to the lack of funding from the Nevis 
Island Administration. 

During the week, the delegates engaged on various topics centered around the theme including: Risk Management, Law 
Enforcement and Civil Society Perspectives, Anti-Corruption in the Education Curriculum, Public Sector Anti-Corruption 
Regimes/Perspectives, Public Sector Procurement Corruption – Is enough being done towards prevention and more.  
Member countries also presented their Country Reports outlining the achievements and challenges of their respective 
Commissions.   The delegates were treated to tours of both islands on Thursday 26th May, 2022.
The week culminated on Friday 27th May 2022 with the Association’s Annual General Meeting and an Award Ceremony 
honouring past Executive Members for their sterling contributions.
The St. Kitts Integrity Commission and the Nevis Integrity Commission are united in the fight against corruption and are 
extremely grateful for the opportunity to host this esteemed event.  The Commissions take this opportunity to inform the 
general public that they agreed with and adopted a number of resolutions issued in the conference communiqué including:-

Her Excellency, the Rt. Hon. Baroness Patricia Scotland QC, 
Commonwealth Secretary-General, speaking at the Conference.

a.  continue to reiterate the need for regional Integrity 
Commissions and Anti-corruption Bodies to maintain their 
independence, impartiality and professionalism, to further 
enhance their effectiveness;
b.  make relevant recommendations to our 
Governments with a view to modernizing, enacting and 
bringing into operation relevant legislation to continuously 
combat corruption;
c. continue our calls on Member Governments to 
provide adequate financial, technical, and other resources 
(human or otherwise) to the Integrity Commissions and 
Anti-Corruption Bodies, and greater autonomy in the use 
of those resources; 
d. urge governments to enact, expand and implement 
national legislative frameworks and strategies for improved 
effectiveness, so that there are no legislative silos which 
deter holistic Integrity Commission and Anti-Corruption 

work in the region;
e. foster greater networking and coordination among 
national and regional agencies to strengthen anti-corruption 
work;
f. continue our work based on the premise that 
Preventative measures are complimentary to Enforcement, 
Investigations, Litigation and Asset Recovery; 
g. encourage governments to analyze and streamline 
procurement processes as a means to proactively prevent 
corruption; 
h. promote and embrace block chain technology as an 
excellent means of preventing corruption; 
i. seek the technical assistance and support of 
the Commonwealth Secretariat and request that the 
Commonwealth Secretariat provide further education on 
adoption of the 22 Anti-Corruption Benchmarks; 

Commonwealth Caribbean Association of Integrity Commissions and Anti-Corruption Bodies (CCAICACB) Executive Body 2021-2023

PRESS RELEASE
8th Annual Conference of the Commonwealth 

Caribbean Association of Integrity Commissions 
and Anti-Corruption Bodies (CCAICACB) at 

the Marriott Resort, Frigate Bay, St. Kitts
23rd – 27th May 2022
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PM: BHS saga coming 
to an end

By Loshaun Dixon

The end to the 10-year 
Basseterre High School 
(BHS) saga is seem-
ingly drawing near, 
after Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris dis-
closed that the construc-
tion of the school is 
imminent.

Dr Harris made the an-
nouncement this week, 
while praising new 
Education Minister 

Vincent Byron Jr., for 
getting movement on 
the project

“The New Basseterre 
High School is about to 
begin. Thanks to our new 
Minister of Education, 
the Honourable Vincent 
Byron, who within a 
short period of time is 
getting the job done.” 

Last week, Deputy 
Prime Minister Eugene 
Hamilton disclosed to 
The Observer that the 

issue in the delay was 
one to do with insur-
ance. He said there 
was a fi nal meeting 
last Tuesday, involving 
all of the stakehold-
ers, the contractors, 
public works, and the 
insurance company 
representatives. 

“We already had what 
you called the proposals 
for insurance coverage 
on the project, but one 
party was dissatisfi ed 
with something. They 

were dissatisfi ed with 
whether we had the 
breakdown they want-
ed, and whether the in-
surance company got all 
the information. I put 
that to muscle fl exing, 
and that was resolved 
yesterday.

“We are at the point 
where this insurance 
that has been plaguing 
us for the past months 
or years is no longer 
an issue. We will get 
that project started very 
shortly.”

Basseterre High School 
has been at the centre 
of a saga for more than 
10 years, when teach-
ers and students began 
to complain about get-
ting sick because of its 
facilities.

However, the Labour 
Party administration, 
which held offi  ce at the 
time, was adamant that 
nothing was wrong with 
the school. The party 
brought in various pro-
fessional institutions to 
test the school. The test 
reports, however, divid-
ed the government and 
the opposition parties, 
who had diff erent inter-
pretations of the reports.

The Team Unity gov-
ernment promised it 
would move the BHS 
staff  and students from 
the school’s old Victoria 
Road site and build a 

modern school on a 
new site. When they 
got into offi  ce in 2015, 
the school was moved 
to a temporary loca-
tion in Taylors, while 
they looked for a new 
site where a new school 
could be built.

An East Basseterre site 
was selected as a loca-
tion for the new school, 
but it received fi erce 
opposition from the 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party, which is 
against building on the 
Basseterre Aquifer.

Construction on the 
school has remained 
dormant, despite a 
3D model of the new 
Basseterre High School 
being unveiled at the 

site located at Pond’s 
Extension in East 
Basseterre.

The state-of-the-art 
school is expected to 
feature fl oor space of 
nearly 200,000 square 
feet and classrooms 
to accommodate 1000 
students. 

The new school will 
have a 1,200 minimum 
seating capacity audito-
rium and stage built for 
purpose, 32 classrooms 
- each with a maximum 
capacity of 30 students, 
a music centre com-
prising two dedicated 
music rooms, four sci-
ence labs, six computer 
labs, a dedicated lecture 
room, and fi ve dedicated 
vocational workshops.

An artist’s impression of the new Basseterre High School

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris
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Daniel-Hodge questions how 
$400M has benefited Nevisians

By Loshaun Dixon 

Leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party 
(NRP) and recently an-
nounced candidate for 
Nevis 11, Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge, has 
slammed the handling 
of the $400M budgetary 
support sent to the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA), noting that it has 
not impacted the people 
of Nevis.

She said there are a 
number of things that 
need to be looked at 
with regards to equi-
table share, not only the 
CBI but also the ship 
registry. 

“We also have to look at 
the federal programmes 
and federal services that 
need offices in Nevis. 
You need to have a 

federal office where you 
can be in Nevis and ad-
dress your federal mat-
ters to the people in St 
Kitts. 

We need a federal office 
that is not intermingled 
and intertwined with the 
NIA.”

She said in terms of 
the use of CBI funds, 
they must able to iden-
tify some tangible ways 
those funds are going to 
be used to benefit the 
people of Nevis.

“Day in and day out you 
cannot see where the 
400 million dollars was 
spent to help people.”

Dr Daniel-Hodge said 
that the NRP would 
want to develop a medi-
cal emergency fund for 

Leader of the NRP, Dr Janice Daniel-HodgeCont'd on Page 11



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 10th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 10 AD V ER TI SEM ENT

Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco LTD

Location: St.Kitts, Position: Cigar Expert
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Prem Sadaragani

Seeking for a Chief,1 Person Required
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Vacancy
Fusion Metal Studio

Needs a Welder/ Fabricator and a Machinist
Contact# 765-1607/ 661-1607/469-1607

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Seeking a domestic helper who can cook 

jamaican and continental cuisine. Other du-
ties will be cleaning, ironing and baby sitting

contact: emergingsun@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Diamond Gemologist/Watch Horologist 

For our company - Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers (Port Zante, St. Kitts)

Vacancy
Cool Runnings Bar And Grill 

need a night bartender

869664553

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299

HOMES FOR SALE
Dwelling House on .22 acres 

At Palm Grove Villas
Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822

PROPERTY FOR SALE

House on 0.5202 acres

Located in Oualie Bay

List Price: 595,000 USD

Contact:  info@oualierealty.com

or

869 661 3850
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those who fall ill and 
need to travel overseas

“Rather than roads, set 
aside some of that mon-
ey so that if people need 
to travel that money is 
available. 

These are some of the 
things the NRP would 
ensure that we have in 
place, so that  every-
one can feel the impact 
of having four hundred 
million come through 

Nevis.”

She said with NRP rep-
resentation, some of the 
money would have been 
placed in a mortgage 
program.

“These are the things 
an NRP government 
would try to put in place 
to ensure that all of the 
people can benefi t from 
our patrimony.”

Dr Daniel-Hodge, 
Dr Patricia Bartlette 
and Rohan Isles last 

weekend were revealed 
as the NRP’s Candidates 
for the Federal elections.

Dr Daniel-Hodge 
slammed the Concerned 
Citizens Movement for 
“empty promises after 
empty promises” and 
accused them of lack of 
compassion.

“When you cannot be 
compassionate about 
people then you cannot 
attend to their needs. 
No compassion, no 
serious foreign direct 

investment, you see the 
closure of businesses 
and high unemployment 
rates.”

She said the CCM 
would be recorded as 
“the most disruptive, 
least productive and 
most self-aggrandizing 
government.”

“Due to negligence in 
the federal government, 
they have lost their 
way...and because of 
that, Nevis is now set 
back several decades. 

The future of Nevis will 
depend squarely on the 
decisions you will take 
and how you vote on 
election day.”

Dr Daniel-Hodge said 
her party understands 
that it requires hard work 
and commitment and 
sacrifi ces to create em-
ployment opportunities.

“NRP is still the only 
party that puts Nevis 
fi rst. Nevis is our fi rst 
priority.” She said af-
ter seven years in the 

federal government, the 
CCM does not have a 
legislative agenda that 
it has brought to the 
public. She accused the 
party of not understand-
ing governance and how 
to get things done 

“What did they do to 
ensure Nevis can receive 
its full share without 
having to beg? Today 
they are still begging 
after having seven years 
with the Charlestown 
Accord and did nothing 
with it.”

Daniel-Hodge questions how 
$400M has benefi ted Nevisians

Cont'd from Page 9
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CMO pleads for vigilance 
to avoid fi fth COVID wave

By Loshaun Dixon 

Chief Medical Offi  cer Dr Hazel Laws is warning 
that the Federation is not yet out of the COVID-19 
pandemic, with cases on the rise, and continues 
to plead for personal responsibility in curbing the 
spread of the virus.

Dr Laws said the COVID-19 pandemic is not over 
and the Ministry of Health is confi rming that there 
is an increase in the number of persons identifi ed 

with the COVID-19 virus. 

“Over the last two weeks, May 20, 2022 to June 
3, 2022, 144 cases of COVID-19 were added to 
the tally, bringing the total number of confi rmed 
cases to 5,798 and 43 COVID-19 related deaths. 
The Ministry of Health is currently monitoring 88 
active cases. “

She said the Ministry of Health was notifi ed that 
based on the foregoing trend, the Federation’s CDC 
COVID-19 travel health notice level, escalated 

from level two to level three eff ective Monday, 
June 6, 2022.

“This underscores the fact that the COVID-19 
Virus is still in circulation in our islands, and we 
have individual and collective responsibility to 
curb its spread.”

Dr  Laws identifi ed the non-pharmaceutical mea-
sures that are eff ective in reducing the spread of 
this virus. These measures include: Wearing face 
masks when in public places; Sanitizing hands after 
interacting with other persons and after touching 
high-touch surfaces;  Maintaining a safe distance 
from others when in public places and when attend-
ing functions – like church, funerals and other fam-
ily and social gatherings.

She also calls for vigilance, as there are now many 
summer events being promoted, and with the ap-
proaching St Kitts Music Festival and Culturama 
among other social events.

“We recommend that patrons be vigilant and ex-
ercise caution in protecting themselves from the 
virus, and in reducing its spread. Let us as a so-
ciety do all we can to prevent the fi fth wave of 
COVID-19 infections.

“In the Federation, 78.4 % of the adults and 18.0% 
of children 12-17 years in the population are fully 
vaccinated. This data was disaggregated by island, 
revealing that 82.0% of adults in St. Kitts and 68.6% 
of adults in Nevis are fully vaccinated. While, 18.6 
% of children 12 -17 years in St. Kitts and 16.3% 
in Nevis are fully vaccinated. 56.7% of the total 
population is fully vaccinated. The best protection 
is still the vaccine and many of the infected who are 
vaccinated have little or no symptoms.”

Chief Medical Offi  cer Dr Hazel Laws
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our major feeder market 
for visitors and quite a 
number of the artistes are 
coming from the USA. 
That was the best point 
for us to operate the 
charter from, and with 
Miami being three hours 
away from St Kitts, it is 
much easier to connect 
from Miami.

Williams added that 
they were hopeful LIAT 
will add more fl ights 
due to increased demand 

closer to the event.

“The fl ight situation is 
what we are mindful 
of, and it is something 
we are looking for in 
the future, where one or 
two companies can put 
together packages that 
will include a charter 
service or regular com-
mercial services.”

Head of the Artiste 
Selection Committee, 
Raphael Phonse 
Rodney, spoke about 

how artistes were se-
lected for the festival, 
noting that while ac-
knowledging budget 
constraints, they also 
looked to attract the best 
with what’s available.

“We had to look at stra-
tegic ways to see how we 
can get people through 
the gates, as opposed to 
leaning towards these 
huge international stars. 
Sometimes people want 
Rihanna and the Drakes 
and so forth…the reality 

is, as it stands right now, 
we simply cannot aff ord 
them at this time, espe-
cially coming out of a 
pandemic.”

He continued, “We 
looked at demograph-
ics, we looked at what 
would appeal to them, 
and we try to do a well-
rounded lineup that 
would appeal to not 
just the young, but the 
young at heart.”

Rodney also indicated 

that they have addition-
al challenges, as there 
are still mandates for 
COVID. 

“As a result of such, 
some of the artistes we 
have been looking for 
are not vaccinated as 
yet.”

Head of Marketing 
for the Festival, Val 
Henry, cautioned the 
public that though 
there has been a lull 
in the number of cases 

and the impact of the 
virus in the Federation, 
patrons are encouraged 
to exercise “personal 
responsibility” when 
it comes to the protec-
tion of their health and 
safety.

He also announced that 
there are no require-
ments for the wearing 
of masks and vaccina-
tions, but implored that 
other relevant proto-
cols be exercised at the 
festival.

Music Festival returns to provide 
economic impetus CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 5
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