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ZERO 
TOLERANCE FOR 

MISCONDUCT
We at The Observer are encouraged to note that the relevant entity in terms of 
our security has made it clear that there will be zero tolerance with respect to 
misconduct leading up to the impending General Elections.

Commissioner of Police in St Kitts and Nevis, Hilroy Brandy, has asked the 
general public to be on their best behaviour as the political temperature heats 
up in the Federation with the very important elections drawing near.

Through this publication, the Commissioner has asked all and sundry to re-
frain from violence during this election season. He said he expects the general 
public to “cooperate with all the instructions given by the police at all times, 
and to refrain from us having any incident of violence.”

He urged persons not to go to party events to cause mischief, and if they are 
not going to support or to listen to a party, they should not attend.

The police chief made the pertinent observation that at the end of the day the 
ultimate aim is that the people’s will is realised without any controversy.

“We want at the end of the day, the entire world can say St Kitts and Nevis had 
a general election and it was free and it was fair, and was done with peace and 
dignity.”

He did note that thus far no issues had been reported relating to any campaign 
events.

“I have not come across any misbehaviour at this time, but it is not too 
early to warn that the police will take a strong stance when it comes to any 
misbehaviour.”

This is the best we can hope for, let us ensure that calm prevails.

This July visit 
Nevis for mangoes, 
mangoes and more 
mangoes, NTA says

NIA

Once home to a vibrant 
sugar trade, the island of 
Nevis is now known for 
generating something 
even sweeter – mangoes. 

Following the shuttering 
of the last sugar mills in 
the 1930s, this picture-
perfect paradise turned 
its focus to tourism.

Asserting a vigilant ap-
proach to development, 
however, Nevis has re-
mained true to its roots. 
Here, visitors can savour 
the essence of barefoot 
luxury and an authen-
tic island lifestyle, not 
found elsewhere in the 
Caribbean.

Numerous festivals take 
place on Nevis through-
out the year; each cele-
brating the island’s many 
innate attributes. One of 
the most popular events 
is the annual Mango 
Festival, taking place July 
1st-3rd of this year.

Those not familiar with 
Nevisian mangoes may 
wonder why a single 
fruit has a whole week-
end dedicated to it. The 

answer lies within the 44 
different varieties of man-
goes produced on this tiny 
island.

“With so many different 
types of mangoes grown 
here, they are an integral 
part of Nevisian cuisine. 
Each variety has a slightly 
different look, taste, and 
texture, giving our chefs 
lots of opportunities to 
be creative. “We believe 
the Mango Festival is the 
perfect way to experience 
a Caribbean vacation with 
a distinctively Nevisian 
flavour,” Mr. Devon 
Liburd, the interim Chief 
Executive Officer at the 
Nevis Tourism Authority 
(NTA) says.

The festival schedule is 

highlighted by a Mango 
Eating Contest, Mango 
Cocktail Competition, 
Mango Wellness Zone, 
and an epic culinary chal-
lenge featuring notable 
local chefs as they com-
pete to develop a menu 
that showcases Nevis 
mangoes in each course.

Moreover, as the entirety 
of Nevis can be circum-
navigated on a single 
road in less than an hour’s 
drive, all events are within 
easy reach of the island’s 
fine hotels.

For more information on 
Nevis and the summer 
events, visit www.nevi-
sisland.com.

Devon Liburd, Interim CEO at the Nevis Tourism Authority

Travel agents among patrons at a mango sampling event at a Mango Festival on 
Nevis
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Commissioner Brandy 
urges good behaviour 

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Commissioner of 
Police in St Kitts and 
Nevis, Hilroy Brandy, 
is imploring the gen-
eral public to be on 
their best behaviour 
as the political tem-
perature heats up in 
the Federation with 
General Elections 
drawing near.

Thus far, all political 
parties have launched 
campaign events for 
the elections that 
are due on or before 
August 9, follow-
ing the dissolution 
of Parliament last 
month, and the re-
quired new poll more 
than three years be-
fore constitutionally 
due.

Preparation has 

already started by 
electoral officials, as 
well as putting plans 
in place for the poll.

Speaking with this 
publication, Brandy 
urged the public to 
refrain from violence 
during this election 
season.

“I expect the general 
public to cooperate 
with all the instruc-
tions given by the 
police at all times, 
and to refrain from us 
having any incident 
of violence.”

He urged all not to 
go to party events to 
cause mischief. 

“If you are not going 
to support, or to listen 
to a party, stay away.”

The police chief said 

that at the end of the 
day the aim is that 
the people’s will is 
realised without any 
controversy.

“We want at the end 
of the day, the en-
tire world can say St 
Kitts and Nevis had 
a general election 
and it was free and 
it was fair, and was 
done with peace and 
dignity.”

He noted however 
that thus far no issues 
had been reported 
relating to any cam-
paign events.

“I have not come 
across any misbehav-
iour at this time, but 
it is not too early to 
warn that the police 
will take a strong 
stance when it comes 
to any misbehaviour.”Commissioner of Police in St Kitts and Nevis, Hilroy Brandy
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Community 
gestures bring hope 
to dialysis patients 

By Monique Washington  

A Whit Monday (June 6) fundraiser in St 
James has raised a total of EC$14,897.44 
for two dialysis patients in the commu-
nity, Fitzroy Warner from Brick Kiln 
and Lester Pemberton from Rawlins 
Pasture, to assist them with their medi-
cal expenses. 

The all-day activity was held in Brick 
Kiln by the Brick Kiln Community 
Group. There was a breakfast and 

lunch sale, Soca and Calypso perfor-
mances, bands and drinks and food 
sale. 

The activity was attended by persons 
within the community and by exten-
sion persons within the Federation. 
Also present were area federal candi-
dates, NRP’s Dr. Janice Daniel-Hodge, 
MRM’s Patricia Jeff ers, and part orga-
nizer CCM’s Hon Alexis Jeff ers. 

The fund-raiser was spearhead-
ed by Amoy Nisbett and Jamal 

Daniel Last Saturday (June 11) the 
Brick Kiln Community Group hand-
ed over two cheques, each valued 
at $7448.72 (total divided equally) 
to Warner and Pemberton, during a 
brief ceremony at the Franklyn Brown 
Community Centre. 

Both men thanked the community for 
its help. Warner noted that the dialysis 
journey for himself and Pemberton is 
an expensive one.  

“I must say thanks to the community 
of Brick Kiln, to Amoy and his team, 
to Minister Jeff ers for this great ges-
ture. Lester and I are on dialysis. I am 
on dialysis for about four and a half 
years now. Lester is still young in it, 
but we have our challenges, and it’s 
a very expensive venture. On behalf 
of me and my family, my son is here, 
thanks to the community and Jeff ers 
and all who had a part to play in this 
venture. We’re really happy, really, 
really, really, really happy for this. 

Thanks Amoy!” he said. 

Pemberton also expressed his appre-
ciation for the timely donation. 

“I want to say thank you to everyone. 
I really appreciate this… I just want 
to say thanks to everybody. Thanks 
to Minister Jeff ers, Ms. Shaniele 
Skeete and Amoy and everybody else, 
Cassandra, my good friend. Thank all 
of you very much. I really appreciate 
it. Thanks a million.” he said. 

Pemberton noted that both he and 
Warner journey to St Kitts for 
treatment. 

Currently there is no dialysis unit on 
Nevis. Patients have to travel over to 
St. Kitts for dialysis. The Observer 
understands that one treatment can 
be over EC$1000. While some pa-
tients receive treatment once per week, 
others may need treatment up to three 
times weekly .  
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Calls for water 
conservation as 
dry season hits

By Loshaun Dixon

With rainfall at a mini-
mum as the dry season 
passes, water offi  cials 
in St Kitts and Nevis are 
cautioning citizens that 
the supply will be limited, 

as it is still dependent 
on rainfall, and revealed 
plans are in the works to 
remedy shortages in the 
communities that suff er.

Water Engineer Cromwell 
Williams noted that at this 
time of the year there is 

reduced rainfall, and there 
has been a total of 13.5 
inches for 2022 thus far.

Williams added that when 
compared to the average 
over the long term, typi-
cally these fi ve months 
would normally have 

gotten 19 inches.

“We have gotten about 70 
percent of the long-term 
average.”

He said the rain does not 
fall the same every day, 
week, or month, and now 

at the driest part of the 
year, it should be noted 
that April and May saw 
one inch in each month, 
and for June there has 
been very little rain.

He implored citizens to be 
aware that the water sup-
ply is heavily reliant on 
rainfall, and to use water 
conservatively.

“It is important to under-
stand that our water comes 
from rainfall. If there is 
reduced rainfall, it means 
there is a reduced amount 
of water that is available, 
therefore you have to con-
duct yourself accordingly. 
You have to use the water 
that comes through your 
tap sparingly.”

Williams also noted that 
people have become used 
to taking the water supply 
for granted.

“For the past two decades, 
we have improved reli-
ability in the water supply. 
The country developed 
and started to drill more 
wells to improve the re-
liability of the supply 
which has caused people 
to take water for granted.

“We don’t see it that it is 
related to rainfall pattern. 
We don’t see it that is re-
lated to a wet season and 
dry season. We just think 
year-round the water is 
going to be there once I 

open my tap. We have 
to be guided by the fact 
that the amount of water 
that goes into the ground 
that we are able to extract 
through our wells in the 
fi rst instance, is still de-
pendent on the rain that 
fell.”

He also disclosed that 
eff orts are underway to 
remedy areas aff ected by 
water shortages.

Williams indicated that he 
met with the cabinet, and 
one of the things that they 
will get moving on will be 
the drilling of wells in the 
Cayon area.

“We are hoping that in the 
coming weeks the com-
pany that will be doing the 
drilling will be mobilised. 
They need to get their rig 
on-site, and once that is 
done, I am optimistic that 
the technology and sci-
ence used to identify the 
high probability area will 
be fruitful, and will be 
able to fi nd a successful 
well in the Cayon area.”

He said once that is com-
plete, it is possible to 
secure water to cover a 
signifi cant area.

“Once that is achieved 
that will have implica-
tions not just for Cayon, 
but for the entire eastern 
side of the island, going 
as far as Dieppe Bay.”

Water Engineer Cromwell Williams
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Mental health care remains a 
priority for NIA, Jr. Minister of Health 

Hon. Brandy-Williams says
NIA 

Mental health care 
remains a prior-
ity for the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
and according to Hon. 
Hazel Brandy-Williams, 

Junior Minister of 
Health, the ministry 
stands ready to assist 
workers at the Mental 
Health Unit and its 
clients.

Minister Brandy-
Williams, gave the 

assurance while con-
ducting a walk-through 
of the new Mental Health 
facility at Prospect with 
a team from the ministry 
on June 14, 2022.

“We are living through 
very trying times. We 

have seen the number of 
health issues escalating 
especially over the past 
two years and we felt it 
was necessary to make 
our offi  cers comfortable 
as well as our clients…

“So we are here this 

morning to do a simple 
walk through of the new 
facility, and when I say 
new facility, it is indeed 
a new facility because 
we would have invested 
some monies in order to 
spruce it up and make it 
user friendly and more 
comfortable for our cli-
ents and our workers,” 
she said.

The Ministry of Health 
offi  cial added that the 
NIA strongly believes in 
the importance of men-
tal care and it is doing all 
it can to ensure that cli-
ents of the unit are well 
taken care of. She also 
used the opportunity to 
encourage Nevisians to 
make use of the mental 
health care facility.

“Going forward this 
will be the new location. 
We are still doing some 
work on the outside to 
improve the aesthet-
ics but when you come 
to this facility you will 
feel wanted. You will 
feel well served, and we 
are sure that our offi  cers 
will do the best they can 
to assist persons with 
their mental issues.

“So to the Nevisian 
public, this is the new 
location for our Mental 
Health Unit. Do come. 
Do stop by and speak to 
our counsellors. Speak 
to our offi  cers because 
at the end of the day 
mental health issues 
are our concern. All of 
us are responsible and 
all of us need to take 
an active role in look-
ing out for each other’s 
needs,” the Junior 
Health Minister said.

Mrs. Brandy-Williams 
expressed gratitude to 
Mr. Gary Pemberton, 
Administrator at the 
Alexandra Hospital, 
for allowing the unit to 
operate in a section of 
the hospital.

“They now have their 

extra space and we are 
thankful and grateful 
to those persons who 
would have assisted us 
over the years with our 
cases and our clients,” 
she said.

Meantime, Mr. Oldain 
Claxton, Counsellor at 
the Mental Health Unit. 
urged members of the 
public to make use of 
the services off ered at 
the facility.

“We are now welcom-
ing our clients and 
potential clients to our 
new location and we 
are happy to provide 
the service and sup-
port that our clients 
and the Nevisian public 
require.

“We are here to sup-
port the Nevis public 
whenever they are ex-
periencing any sort of 
mental health distress 
and need the support 
and services of the 
Mental Health Unit,” 
he said.

According to Mr. 
Claxton, the unit is 
ready to off er person-
centered care and sup-
port to those who are 
struggling with their 
mental and emotional 
health and wellbeing, 
and to help individu-
als navigate the vari-
ous challenges in their 
daily lives.

The services off ered 
by the Mental Health 
Unit are: counselling/
psychotherapy, weekly 
psychiatric consulta-
tions and clinics, com-
munity outreach and 
home visits, psycho-
educational/psycho-
social presentations, 
trainings, and semi-
nars and occupational 
therapy/recreation. For 
further information, the 
unit can be contacted 
at telephone num-
bers: 869-469-5614 or 
869-660-0551.
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Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Do for self BBQ and Grill 

Seeking to employ health care worker
Send resume to workflow945@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco LTD

Location: St.Kitts, Position: Cigar Expert
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Prem Sadaragani

Seeking for a Chief,1 Person Required
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Vacancy
First Class Repair Services

Cane Gardens, St. John's, Nevis
Urgently needing a Female Live In 
Personal Assistant and Bookkeeper 

Contact: 669-3286 or percy-
valthompson@yahoo.com

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Seeking a domestic helper who can cook 

jamaican and continental cuisine. Other du-
ties will be cleaning, ironing and baby sitting

contact: emergingsun@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for a sales associate and a su-

pervisor for Smart Electronics, located at 
port Zante,  with 6-7 years of experience 

in electronics, appliances and sales.
Intrested person can contact :

Sunny- 7606710 or
PO Box 28

Vacancy

Cool Runnings Bar And Grill 
need a night bartender

869664553

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299

HOMES FOR SALE
Dwelling House on .22 acres 

At Palm Grove Villas
Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822

PROPERTY FOR SALE

House on 0.5202 acres

Located in Oualie Bay

List Price: 595,000 USD

Contact:  info@oualierealty.com

or

869 661 3850
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Coach Welsh: 
The Boys Are 

Ready To 
Embark On This 

New Journey
The Young Sugar Boyz 
departed the Federation 
on Monday to Honduras 
where they will be compet-
ing in the Concacaf U-20 
Championship. The day 
before their departure, the 

team engaged in their fi -
nal training session, where 
Coach Kevin Welsh ex-
pressed confi dence that the 
over six-month long train-
ing program, has gone well. 
“The preparation has gone 

very well. There were players that 
had some knicks and knack, but 
they ae fully fi t and are ready to 
embark on this new journey in their 
lives,” Welsh said.  

From a fi tness standpoint, he said 
they have improved signifi cantly, 
and he expect them to do well in the 
tournament. 

“From where we were at the stat 

to where we are at now, the play-
ers are collectedly ready, fully fi t 
to deal with any particular situa-
tion they may be faced with at this 
tournament…we have the qual-
ity and expect to do well,” Coach 
Welsh said confi dently. St. Kitts and 
Nevis will compete in Group E with 
Cuba, Canada and the USA. Their 
fi rst match is against the USA at 
7:30pm. 

Members of the St. Kitts and Nevis Under 20 team and coaching staff  at the RLB International Airport 
before departing the Federation on Monday to Honduras. 
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Culturama moving full steam ahead
By Monique Washington 

The 48th edition of Culturama is moving full steam 
ahead with the offi  cial Media Launch today (June 
17) and the reveal of the senior pageant contestants 
tomorrow, Saturday, June 18. 

The Media Launch will be held at the Malcolm 
Guishard Recreational Park at Pinneys from 10am.  

The festival will be held under the theme “Fete and 
Celebrate Nevis Culturama 48’, and will run from 
July 21- August 2.  

Chairman of Culturama 48, Antonio “Abonaty” 
Liburd, explained what will take place at the launch. 

“We will be revealing  the name of the patron for 
Culturama 48. We will also be revealing to the pub-
lic the promotional Jingle for Culturama 48 and 

also the promotional video for Culturama 48. The 
sponsors for the event will be in attendance and 
they will be given an opportunity to hand over their 
sponsorship cheques to the Culturama Committee,” 
he said. 

The various committee members will also be intro-
duced at the launch. 

Tomorrow (Saturday),  13 senior Culturama  con-
testants will also be revealed - fi ve females for 
the Ms Culture Queen pageant, four Ms Culture 
Swimwear contestants  and four Mr. Kool partici-
pants. The event dubbed “The Reveal Party” will 
be held at the David Freeman Centre of Excellence 
in Gingerland from 7 pm . 

Soca artistes, DJs, masqueraders and Moko 
Jumbies  will provide entertainment. 

Last month, the Culturama Committee unveiled 

its pre-Culturama and main event calendars for 
the  staging of the 48th edition of the event, after 
being cancelled for two years due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The event was totally cancelled in 2020 due to the 
pandemic, and main events were cancelled in 2021.  

Pre-Culturama activities began on June 3 with 
‘Action Corner ” which will be held every 
Friday at the Cotton Ginnery.  Other pre-ac-
tivities include a Music Festival , Calypso tent 
and calypso semifi nals, Soca Monarch teasers, 
opening of the Cultural Village,  Empire Sports 
Club Over-35 dance and the much anticipated 5-in-
1 fete. 

July 21 marks the offi  cial opening ceremony of 
Culturama and the Junior Calypso contest. 
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‘Sugar Boyz’ make 
solid start to 

Nations League
By Loshaun Dixon 

St. Kitts and Nevis Senior National 
Football team has made a solid start 
to its CONCACAF Nations League 
campaign following a win and a 
draw in its opening two games of the 
competition.

The Sugar Boyz got their campaign 
underway with a strong showing in 
Curacao to beat Aruba 3-2 follow-
ing goals from Carlos Bertie, Omari 
Sterling-James and Vinceroy Nelson. 
Two second-half goals from Aruba 
through Gregor Breinburg and Javier 
Jiménez gave the scoreline a respect-
able look.

In the second game held at Warner 
Park, the Sugar Boyz needed a last-
minute goal from Kalonji Clarke to 
remain undefeated.

French Saint Martin came out the bet-
ter of the two sides and got the lead 

through a strike from Pierre-Bertrand 
Arné, who capitalized on a one-on-
one opportunity with goalkeeper 
Julani Archibald, and chipped the on-
rushing goalie to silence the fans at 
Warner Park.

The visitors had other opportunities to 
extend their lead but failed to capital-
ize. They were later made to pay in 
stoppage time when Clarke, who was 
a second-half substitute, found some 
space in the 18-yard box and his curling 
shot found the bottom corner of the net 
to bring life to the fans who had turned 
out to watch.

Following the game, Head Coach of 
St Kitts and Nevis, Austin Huggins, 
said his team took the opposition for 
granted.

“I think we underestimated Saint 
Martin. I am not satisfi ed with the draw. 
We didn’t lose, but I think that we were 
supposed to be successful against Saint 
Martin. So we have to get back to the 

drawing board.” 

He indicated that Saint Martin had im-
proved from the last time the two teams 
met

“Obviously they made some improve-
ments in their play. They also got more 
technical players. They played much 
harder than we are accustomed to of 

them. It was quite surprising, but we 
came out with one point, so I am happy 
still.” Huggins said.

He added that his side also needs to 
make improvements for the remaining 
games ahead. “We need to improve 
on our fi tness level, and also we need 
to improve on our mobility in and 
around the fi eld.”

The ‘Sugar Boyz’ are off  to a solid start in the CONCACAF Nations League
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Harris teases date for elections, 
announces party’s candidates

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris on 
Wednesday teased the 
date for the general elec-
tions in St Kitts and Nevis, 
and also announced his 
party’s full slate of eight 
candidates that will con-
test the election for the 
People’s Labour Party 
(PLP).

In front of a large audi-
ence on Fort Street, Dr 
Harris said he was confi-
dent that victory is ahead 
for the PLP, and that the 
victory belonged to the 
people. He then teased a 
date for the elections.

“The celebratory mood is 
only a small depiction of 
what will happen after the 
General Elections, which 
I can advise tonight will 
be on…”

The PLP leader then an-
nounced his slate of can-
didates that would contest 
the general elections

“The group of persons 
we have put together to 
form a stable government 
reflect our country. They 
are our sons and daugh-
ters, they are people who 
have made a name for 
themselves before enter-
ing politics. They are 
people who have worked 
in their communities. 
They are people who un-
derstand the suffering and 
sufferation.”

The candidates are: 
Jacqueline Bryan 
(Constituency 1); Nubian 
Greaux (Constituency 
2); Akilah Byron-Nisbett 
(Constituency 3); Kendale 
Liburd (Constituency 
4); Stachio Williams 
(Constituency 5); Dr Marc 
Williams (Constituency 
6) ; Dr Timothy Harris 
(Constituency 7) and 
Andrew Talbo Bass 
(Constituency 8).

“This is the people’s team. 
These are people you can 
be comfortable talking 
to...I am so pleased by the 
talent and experience of 
the candidates here, and 
how they will help me 

steer our nation through 
the difficult times some 
have predicted.”

Dr Harris said the coun-
try is now at a critical 
milestone 

“Tonight is a sign we are 
ready for the general elec-
tions. We come to seek 
your vote, your support 
and your solidarity.”

He said the country “can’t 
go back to a time before 
2015”, while also slam-
ming the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) leader 
and former Deputy Prime 
Minister Shawn Richards.

“He is not ready yet for 
primetime. He is not 
even ready to do his job. 
91 days absent from his 
work representing the 
people of Sandy Point 
and Fig Tree. 91 days of 
failing his ministry and 
his Cabinet disqualify 
him from leadership in 
our beloved country.”

Dr Harris also blasted 
the other sacked Cabinet 
members, labelling them 
as “ungrateful.”

“They breached the trust 
of the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis; they promised 
you five more years of Dr 
Timothy Harris’ sterling 
leadership, but suddenly 
they had a greed for po-
litical power. I stood up 
because I am not an easy 
walkover.

“I told them I will stand 
with the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis and continue to 
deliver a stronger, safer 
future.”

He also accused them 
of undermining the 
government.

“There were times in the 
government I felt like 
Daniel in the lion’s den. 
I was surrounded by li-
ons ready to grab power 
from me. I patiently en-
dured them, and in the 
end their greed for power, 
their greed to put the hand 
on the Treasury...I said I 

could not be part of the 
craziness.”

He said ultimately the 
only proper move was to 
go back to the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis. Dr Harris 
added that leadership will 

matter in this election 
more than ever.

“As we face the storms 
that are brewing yonder, 
you are assured that we 
have the experience, ca-
pable, strong competent 

leadership to take us for-
ward for the next 5 years.”

He said that his team will 
be “faithful to the sacred 
honour and privilege you 
will give them”. “The 
team will honour the 

tradition of excellent ser-
vice in government.”

The PM revealed they 
will officially launch the 
eight candidates tomor-
row (Saturday, June 18).

The eight PLP candidates (seated from L-R): Akilah Byron-Nisbett, Dr Timothy Harris and Jacqueline Bryan; (stand-
ing from L-R): Nubian Greaux, Kendale Liburd, Stachio Williams, Dr Marc Williams and Andrew Talbo Bass`

The PLP rally attracted a large audience



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 17th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 18 COM M ENTAR Y

Summit of the 
Americas was 

worth attending  
By Sir Ronald Sanders  

(The writer is Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador to the United States 
of America and the Organization 
of American States.   He is also a 
Senior Fellow at the Institute of 
Commonwealth Studies, University 
of London and Massey College in 
the University of Toronto)  

As beauty is in the eyes of the be-
holder, so is success or failure 
measured by the beneficiary or 
the overlooked.   Summits of the 
Americas, from the time they were 
initiated by the administration of the 
US in 1994, have overlooked the 
Caribbean.  

Not so, the 2022 Summit held in Los 
Angeles from June 8 to June 10.  The 
14 independent CARICOM coun-
tries, except for St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, went into this Summit 
with a greater measure of confidence 

in themselves and determination not 
to be overlooked or ignored.  They 
reaped the reward.  

At a private meeting on the eve of 
the Summit, attended by all but 4 
of their number, the CARICOM 
Heads of Government decided that 
they would not be satisfied with a 
scheduled meeting only with US 
Vice President Kamala Harris.  They 
wanted President Biden pres-
ent.  They made it clear that while 
no disrespect was meant toward the 
Vice President, the critical issues that 
confronted their countries required 
the presence of the President himself 
to make the necessary decisions.  

The President not only turned 
up, but he engaged fully with the 
CARICOM leaders and the President 
of the Dominican Republic.  His 
engagement was so intense that the 
start of the first plenary session of 
the Summit, at which he was the first 
scheduled Speaker, had to be delayed 

while he satisfactorily concluded 
the discussion.   Word spreading 
around the halls of the Los Angeles 
Conference Centre that the President 
was meeting Caribbean leaders, 
puzzled delegates from larger Latin 
American countries and created 
envy – the latter spoken in whispers.  

What caused this unscheduled 
meeting to happen was a display 
of CARICOM unity that has only 
recently reignited in the Group.  It 
was driven by the consensus on 
the way forward for CARICOM 
countries, fashioned two weeks be-
fore in Guyana at an Agricultural 
Investment Forum, led by Guyana’s 
President Irfaan Ali with the strong 
support of Barbados’ Mia Mottley, 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Keith Rowley, 
Antigua and Barbuda’s Gaston 
Browne, Belize’s Juan Briceño and 
Dominica’s Roosevelt Skerrit.  

At that Forum, the representative 
group of leaders had agreed on an 
actionable and time-bound plan re-
garding food and energy security, 
transportation of food within the 
region, and the removal of tariff 
barriers between CARICOM coun-
tries.  They also agreed that, after 
initial hesitation by several of them, 
they would attend the Summit of the 
Americas not only to register their 
dissatisfaction with the US decision 
not to invite the leaders of Cuba and 
Venezuela particularly, but to press 
for US support for CARICOM’s ac-
tion plan.  

In Los Angeles they went forward 
with that spirit of unity, meeting 
President Biden not with a begging 
bowl but with proposals showing 
what CARICOM countries could 
and would do, and how the US 
could help them gain access to inter-
national financing, including from 
the US itself.   The exchange with 
Biden and Harris was courteous but 
candid, hard truths were exposed but 
with honesty and respect.  US offi-
cials in the room might have been 
concerned about the readiness to act 
that President Biden displayed, but 
whatever bureaucratic delays might 
yet ensue, no one could doubt that 
action had been set in motion.  

Sceptics, including persons like 
me, who have attended many in-
ter-governmental meetings where 
statements are made and eventually 
discarded, are tempted to see proof 
before accepting sincerity.  But there 
was an electricity in the Biden en-
counter that appeared more credible; 
it generated a sense that something 
might actually come of it.  

The US President agreed with 
CARICOM leaders and the President 
of the Dominican Republic that they 
would establish three joint commit-
tees, which would be “focused, and 
time bound in order to urgently ad-
dress challenges related to energy 

security, food security, and develop-
ment/debt finance in the region”.   

Not five days had elapsed when, 
on June 14, the US government 
wrote to CARICOM Heads and 
the President of the Dominican 
Republic, announcing its co-chairs 
of the Committees and its readiness 
to convene a meeting on June 20 “to 
discuss next steps towards achieving 
concrete, near-term progress on the 
designated topics”.   This response 
has to be rated among the fastest that 
the Caribbean has had from the US 
concerning any matters that were 
initiated by regional countries.   As I 
remarked in an interview, published 
in the Miami Herald on June 10: 
“This has been a breakthrough meet-
ing for us. Biden has shown that he’s 
willing to move.”  

Movement, however, must not be 
mistaken for progress which will 
only be achieved if CARICOM coun-
tries and the Dominican Republic 
participate in these Committees 
with unity of purpose and with solid 
arguments that are backed by rig-
orous research.  The persons, nomi-
nated by the Caribbean side should 
also be experienced and clear-eyed 
negotiators.  

The Caribbean urgently needs dras-
tic change in the rules applied to 
access for concessionary financ-
ing by the International Financial 
Institutions over whose policies the 
US, as one of the largest and richest 
members, exercise influence.  The 
region also requires change in 
lending policies to match loans to 
needs.  One of the region’s biggest 
needs now is transportation to move 
food production within the region by 
sea and air, reducing dependence on 
foreign foods, strengthening agricul-
tural sectors, and lowering the cost 
of food products.  

Hanging over every CARICOM 
country is also huge debt incurred 
to cope with external events, such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic, high oil 
prices and increased costs of ship-
ping, and natural disasters – hurri-
canes, floods and droughts.  There is 
an urgency to secure debt reduction, 
debt forgiveness, and debt resched-
uling.  The countries of the region 
cannot repay debt, on current terms, 
and yet implement the plans that will 
make the difference to their survival 
and progress.  

No Summit of the Americas in 
the past could reasonably have 
been considered a success by the 
Caribbean, but at this Ninth Summit, 
the Caribbean by the harmony and 
determination of its leadership, 
achieved movement.  Progress de-
pends on maintaining both resolve 
and unity.  

 responses and previous commentar-
ies: www.sirronaldsanders.com 
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Air Sunshine puts out charter schedule; 
still no regular fl ights to Nevis  

By Monique Washington  

Air Sunshine has released a schedule for charter 
fl ights from Nevis and surrounding islands for the 
month of June, but has still not begun its regular 
fl ights in Nevis after two years. 

For almost two years, Air Sunshine has been waiting 
for written approval to begin the resumption of its 
fl ights from Nevis. Nevisian pilot Sean Springette 
noted that they could not restart their fl ights without 

approval.  

Flight to and from other islands, including St. Kitts, 
have resumed  

“If we do, people will begin to purchase tickets. If 
we open the fl ights and the pilots cannot come back 
into Nevis. We will have to cancel the fl ights, that 
is not good business.”  

He noted that they continued to update their 
COVID-19 plans and protocols as requested by the 

National COVID-19 Task Force, but they have not 
been receiving any response. 

Air Sunshine has service to and from San Juan 
and Vieques, Puerto Rico, St. Lucia, Anguilla, 
Dominica, Sint Maarten, Nevis, St. Kitts, Tortola 
and Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin Islands and 
Saint Thomas, US Virgin Islands. 

This week, the airline released its charter schedule 
with fl ights from Nevis to Tortola, St Maarten, St 
Thomas, St Croix, and St Kitts, among others. 

Springette told The Observer that the schedule 
posted represents charters out of Nevis. He added, 
“we still must be approved to come in”. 

He said that the National Task Force has requested 
that the pilots get tested once per month, and fi ll 
out the form that is required by Immigration and 
Customs for entry. 

“They say they are trying to do a paperless system. 
You can’t do a quick turnaround, because you must 
enter the same information again and wait for ap-
proval. Every time we leave, we still must apply to 
come back in,” he said. 

He said that currently the charter fl ights are a case 
of supply and demand 

“Charters is the way to go. If there is a demand for 
charters, then we will go back on. We will be off  if 
the demand stays low,” he said. 

Asked when he will begin to fl y again, Springette 
replied, “hopefully soon”. 

“I’m hoping when school breaks and summer is 
upon us that there will be a demand. I am keeping 
my fi ngers crossed,” he said. 

Without the Nevis fl ight, almost three dozen people 
are being aff ected, including pilots, baggage men, 
agents, and others. 

All of Air Sunshine’s pilots have been fully 
vaccinated. 
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Solar Farm project gets massive recharge
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis is set 
to become the model of 
energy in 2023, when 
the SOLEC Leclanché 
solar storage facil-
ity eventually opens, 
after the massive venture 
kicked off in earnest on 
Wednesday

The project that had been 
delayed for months final-
ly got underway with a 
ceremony at Needsmust.

General Manager of 
SKELEC Clement 
Williams noted that the 
project presents many 
favourable opportunities 
for his company. 

“The project allows for 
the reduction of our re-
liance on fossil fuels, 
and reduced carbon 
emissions, making our 
production cleaner and 
better for the environ-
ment, as we aim to lower 
our carbon footprint.”

He said in addition to the 
environmental benefit, 
there is also a financial 
benefit from reducing the 
amount spent on fuel.

“Particularly during this 
period when fuel prices 
are continuing to rise, 
SKELEC welcomes this 
opportunity which in-
cludes a reduction in fuel 
cost.”

Williams hailed the gov-
ernment for securing the 
project, hailing former 
Minister Ian Liburd as 
the father of the venture.

Bryan Urban of SOLEC 
Leclanché, who will 
partner with SKELEC on 
the initiative, said it was 
an opportunity to deliver 
on the project which is 
the biggest and largest of 
its kind in the Caribbean

“This project is a solar 
and storage project, that 
means it has 35 mega-
watts of solar capacity. It 
is one of those that will 
be representative of the 
longevity of 20 to 25 
years. We signed a con-
tract with SKELEC for 
20 years-plus, and our 

objective is to be partners 
for that time.”

He said that the project 
represents over 30 per-
cent of the power of the 
island.

“At times of the day 
when the sun is bright, 
it will represent 90 per-
cent of the power gen-
erated. That would be 
a landmark not only to 
reduce carbon emissions, 
but also keep a stable 
and consistent source of 
power.”

Urban added that the cost 
now will not be subjected 
to the variation of diesel 
cost and other fuels.

“It is a stable and consis-
tent source, utilising sus-
tainable resources.”

He also reminded there 

will also be an energy 
storage plant.

“We are thankful for 
that opportunity to take 
this project and combine 
it with battery technol-
ogy that helps to preserve 
power during the eve-
ning hours and peak time 
in the evening.”

Energy Minister Eugene 
Hamilton said the rea-
son for the project starts 
with the National Energy 
Policy.

“It envisions a small 
nation with an energy 
sector with reliable, re-
newable, clean and af-
fordable energy services 
that are provided to all 
citizens and residents. It 
envisions a small nation 
where energy efficiency 
and the replacement of 
fossil fuels by renewable 

sources will be promot-
ed in all sectors of our 
economy.”

Hamilton added that 
30 percent of the 
Federation’s energy will 
come from this source of 
nature. 

“The installation of this 
plant is a win for our 
environment and for the 
world’s environment. 
The cost of electricity 
will be fixed over the life 
of this plant.”

He said it will supply 18 
megawatts between the 
hours of 8am and 9pm.

“It is a major step in 
achieving 100 percent 
generation of electricity 
by renewable sources.”

Hamilton also announced 
that they are at an 

advanced stage of con-
struction of a wind farm 
to support the project.

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris hailed 
St Kitts and Nevis as a 
model small island state.

“Today we can speak 
about making progress 
in the arena of alternative 
energy. We hear from the 
outline, it is not just about 
the solar plant reducing 
our vulnerability to fossil 
fuels and putting us onto 
an alternative that should 
be more reliable, less 
outages, less complaints, 
but importantly, it should 
lead to a reduction in the 
cost of electricity to the 
consumer, both residen-
tial and commercial.”

Dr Harris said the proj-
ect is relevant due to the 
high cost of fuel. “We 

are pleased we can look 
to the future in the con-
text of the present real-
ity that energy costs are 
escalating everywhere, 
largely as a result of 
externalities.”

He said hopefully the 
wind farm at Bellevue 
and geothermal on St 
Kitts and Nevis, can ex-
pand the alternative en-
ergy base.

“St Kitts and Nevis could 
very well become the 
first island state to really 
have 100 percent of its 
energy support from al-
ternative energy. We are 
in fact a model.”

The project is expected 
to be constructed in the 
Basseterre Valley area 
near the Kim Collins 
Highway 

(From L-R) SKELEC Manager Clement Williams, Minister Eugene Hamilton, PM Dr Timothy Harris, CEO of MPC Energy Solutions, Martin Vogt and 
SOLEC Leclanché’s Bryan Urban
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Night Market takes Music Festival twist
By Loshaun Dixon 

Dozens of vendors left the 
Basseterre Public Market 
on Wednesday with a smile 
on their face, following an-
other successful Agriculture 
Night Market, this time with 
a music festival twist, and 
supported by thousands. 

Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry Agriculture Ron 
Collins said the event is part 
of their continued efforts to 
provide a market for local 
produce and promote the 
venue that has seen a uptick 
in activity. 

“It will continue to be a 
quarterly event, even though 
there is a request for it to 
be done monthly. We will 
continue to promote other 
events like the sorrel and 
pepper fest.”

Collins noted that this 
event had a twist, as it of-
fered more from an enter-
tainment perspective from 
many local artistes, in the 

theme of the St Kitts Music 
Festival. The event saw per-
formances from DJ Woodis, 
Unstoppable Sounds and 
Rucas HE.

“This one takes on a dif-
ferent spirit, in light of the 
hosting of the music festi-
val. We decided to give it 
a music festival theme, and 
that is the reason for the ad-
ditional entertainment than 
what we normally have. 
Persons are already in that 
spirit and frame of mind. 

The focus remains on the 
vendors and the produce we 
have to offer.”

Collins added that the event 
has also grown over time.

“We have seen an increased 
number of vendors and 
variety, and that is quite 
encouraging.”

He disclosed that the next 
night market will be held 
in September, with an in-
dependence theme, and one 
for Christmas.

Basseterre Public Market was abuzz with activity on Wednesday night
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Wesleyan Holiness 
Church celebrates two 
new college graduates

By Monique Washington  

Gene Amory Jr. of the 
Charlestown Wesleyan 
Holiness Church, and 
Monifah Alexander-
Whittaker of the 
Newcastle Wesleyan 
Holiness Church in 
Nevis, last Sunday grad-
uated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Theology 
& Pastoral Ministry 
with minor in Pastoral 
Counselling from the 
Caribbean Wesleyan 
College in Jamaica.

The program is for four 
years.  Amory Jr gradu-
ated as salutatorian and 
gave an address at the 
graduation.

District Superintendent 
Rev. Spencer Watts, 
speaking on behalf of 
the church, stated that 
he was very proud of the 
graduates, and was glad 
that they had committed 

their lives even at an 
early age, to serving 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He assured them of his 
unwavering support and 
prayers as they start a 
new epoch of their lives 
in ministry.  

The Observer spoke 
with Pastor Ron Daniel 
at the New Castle 
Wesleyan Holiness 
Church who noted 
that he was “over the 
moon”  with excite-
ment for the two new 
graduates.

“I know these two 
personally. I have sup-
ported them. This is 
amazing. A lot of our 
young people are go-
ing into the ministry.”

Daniel pointed 
out Amory Jr and 
Alexander-Whittaker 
bring to five, the num-
ber of recent young 
graduates from the 

Wesleyan Holiness 
Church, with Renicia 
Huggins and Tianna 
Bowery having gradu-
ated from Caribbean 
Wesleyan College 
in 2019 and 2021 
respectively, and 
Isaiah Liburd gradu-
ating from Indiana 
Wesleyan University 
in 2020.  

He added that 
both Amory Jr and 
Alexander-Whittaker 
have a passion for min-
istry, and a particular 
passion for children 
and youth ministry.  

Daniel said that 
Alexander-Whittaker 
always had questions 
about the bible and 
was active in church. 
He said that after 
some encouragement, 
she decided to apply 
and was accepted. He 
noted that before re-
turning to Nevis, she 

will undertake fur-
ther studies in Special 
Education.

Amory Jr, he said, was 
also encouraged to ap-
ply to the school. Prior 
to his studies he played 
an active role in the 
church, by singing and 
playing the drum.

Both graduates re-
ceived a partial schol-
arship from the church.

Daniel noted that 
when Amory Jr and 
Alexander-Whittaker 
choose to return to 
Nevis, they will be 
placed at one of the sev-
en Wesleyan Holiness 
Churches on the island.

The two graduates ex-
pressed thanks to their 
respective churches, 
friends and family 
members who were in-
strumental in their 
success.  

Monifah Alexander-WhittakerGene Amory Jr.
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