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ALL PARTIES HAVE TO 
BRING THEIR A-GAME

The idiom ‘be careful what you wish for’ may be applicable to the local political 
scene, as the individual who several weeks ago did not enjoy the confidence of his 
ex-colleagues, is now exuding a level of self-confidence that likely will leave a 
few of those mouths hanging in disbelief.

Prime Minister Timothy Harris has shed the gloves and is adopting a bareknuckle 
approach to dealing with his opponents.

The People’s Labour Party leader, who has for the most part been an unobtrusive 
figure, and has not shown the inclination in recent years to ‘let the chips fall where 
they may’, has in recent times created a situation where those who despise, dislike 
or distrust him, are forced to listen intently and consider whether the right path was 
to reject him midterm. It is by no means a done deal that the PLP’s full slate of 
candidates will have a hurricane-like effect at the polls, but the methodology being 
used by Mr. Harris and team, leaves one to think that his detractors may have been 
caught off-guard, are in intense reflection, or struggling for equilibrium. The days 
are ticking over and there is a deafening silence.

It was not only the energy of the PLP rally at Greenlands Park last Saturday that 
seemed like the gauntlet being thrown down, but the quality and messages of the 
candidates. Everyone was on point. The party’s leader was welcoming to all and 
sundry for support, and pointed in the direction the PLP intends to take the country.

“We are a broad-based party. The PLP is a modern party with a welcoming um-
brella; a different philosophy. We are a modern party, they are old-time party, and 
old-time politics done, and that is why in those parties their members are fleeing 
from them. We are proud with what we have accomplished in a short period of 
time. We will do this together. Working together across the party divide we will 
accomplish more... We did it in style and we did it with class.”

“This will be a hardworking company, none of them would be absent from the 
cabinet for 91 days...those days are gone, we will not go back there. Over the next 
couple of weeks we will be speaking more about our plans for the future, our plans 
to deliver water and our plans for cheaper energy.”

No more gamesmanship and grandstanding. An election looms, and if this is just 
the beginning, we could safely assume that all parties have to bring their A-game 
to be relevant

PM: SKELEC to halt 
disconnections

By Loshaun Dixon 

The St Kitts Electricity 
Company (SKELEC) 
will halt disconnections 
of accounts in arrears, 
as of now, in contrast to 
the recent stance of cut-
ting lights of consum-
ers under the previous 
minister. Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris an-
nounced on Saturday 
that the cabinet took a 
decision that the thou-
sands of people who were 
disconnected under the 
last Minister, Shawn 
Richards, would not suf-
fer such a humiliating 
fate during this chal-
lenging period. “We say 
to SKELEC no more 
disconnection of poor 
people. 

I am a leader with 
compassion. We are 
just coming out of the 
COVID, how could a 
man be so heartless put-
ting people to shame 
and the indignity and 

exposure of their homes 
in the darkness?”

Dr Harris said discon-
nections affect families 
in various ways.

“Their children can’t do 
their homework, their 
neighbours have their 
news all over. You can’t 
lead a country like that, 
and so we have put an 
end to that.”

He said going forward, 
“they will say whatever 
you use you would pay 
for that month, and not to 
worry with the arrears as 
of now”.

“When the economy is 
fully back on track, we 
will find a mechanism to 
deal with that. That is the 
compassionate leader-
ship the People’s Labour 
Party promises you.”

In their briefing on June 
13, the Cabinet said they 
discussed the critical sit-
uation at SKELEC, and 

set in motion proposals 
for addressing the matter, 
especially to alleviate the 
hardship that may occur.

In September, a release 
noted that the St. Kitts 
Electricity Company Ltd. 
was issuing a final notice 
to all customers in arrears 
to bring their accounts up 
to date. 

“The company has re-
sumed its disconnec-
tion drive for delinquent 
customers. Customers in 
arrears should visit our 
main office immediately 
to clear all outstand-
ing debts. SKELEC is 
aware that some cus-
tomers are experiencing 
financial hardship, these 
customers should apply 
for our deferred pay-
ment arrangement plan 
at our Customer Service 
Department. We look 
forward to the kind coop-
eration and understand-
ing of our customers 
during this time.” 

Prime Minister Harris says consumers will not suffer the humiliation of disconnection 
during this challenging period
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Agri officials 
readying for 
Fruit Festival 

By Monique Washington  

After two years of 
cancellations due to 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, officials of the 
Nevis Department of 
Agriculture are gearing 
up for the 15th edition 
of their Fruit Festival, 
which will be held 
at the D. R. Walwyn 
Plaza in Charlestown 
on July 29 from 9 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

This year’s theme 
is  “Fostering 
Economic Growth 
Through Innovation,” 
and the chosen fruit is 
the local mango. 

Director of the 
Department of 
Agriculture Randy 

Elliott told The 
Observer that currently 
mangoes are plenti-
ful on the island, with 
new varieties emerging 
within the past year. 

“There are so much 
mangoes on the island 
that there is no need 
to go to the supermar-
kets to buy apples or 
other imported fruits. 
Because we collect so 
many mangoes, we are 
able to provide mango 
pulp at the agro pro-
cessing all year round. 

I visited a farmer re-
cently who had a vari-
ety of mangoes I have 
never seen before. 
Most of our mangoes 
will be on display at 
the festival. Different 
varieties of mango 

trees will also be on 
sale.” 

Elliott pointed out the 
importance of buying 
and eating local. 

“If one is to look at 
what’s happening on 
the global stage, we 
have to start to pro-
mote a lot more of our 
local. We have to start 
to consume a lot more 
of our local. Over the 
years we have had 
some challenges as it 
relates to persons hav-
ing a slight preference 
as it relates to import-
ed fruits etc., but we 
need to get back to the 
point where we are to 
eat what we grow and 
grow what we eat.” 

The Director noted 

that the  objective of 
the Fruit Festival  is to 
re-sensitise the general 
population as it relates 
to utilising local fruits. 

“Local fruits can be used 
in a number of different 
ways, and through this, 
as we are focusing on 
mangoes, we will be 

doing some competi-
tions surrounding the 
usage of mangoes.  

He announced that dur-
ing the festival there 
will be a cake-making 
competition as well as 
an ice cream-making 
competition. He said 
that registration for both 

competitions are open, 
and there are prizes to 
be won. 

Elliott said that the agro 
processors will be at the 
festival, in addition to 
food vendors and arti-
sans. He informed that 
registration for vendors 
has opened. 

The chosen fruit for this year’s festival is the local mango
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Two bodies found on Monday  One 
identity confi rmed 

By Monique Washington  

The body of Brown Hill 
resident Samuel Freeman 
may be the second human 
remains that were found 
on Monday, although 
the Police are awaiting 
results from forensic test-
ing that was sent off  this 
week. Freeman, who is 
originally from Rawlins 
Village, Gingerland, but 
later moved to Brown 
Hill, is said to be in his 
late 70’s. The Observer 

contacted Superintendent 
James Sutton who con-
fi rmed that two bodies 
were found on Monday 
(June 20) at two diff erent 
locations on Nevis.  

“On Monday we received 
a call at around 6:50 am of 
a body at the old Artisan 
Village (Charlestown). It 
appears that the person 
would have been there 
from the night before. 

The person has been 
identifi ed as 39-year-old 

Godfrey Christopher 
of Craddock Road, 
Charlestown. There is no 
evidence of foul play.”  
The second body, he said, 
has not been identifi ed, but 
they assume they know 
who it is.   “We were in-
formed of human remains 
in the Montpellier area at 
around 4:50 pm. 

There we found the re-
mains of an older gentle-
man. We have sent off  
samples  and are waiting 
for the results. We believe 

it to be Samuel Freeman.” 

When questioned as to the 
possibility of the remains 
being those of miss-
ing 18-year-old Kelvon 
Williams, he noted that it 
was high unlikely.  

Williams, a Bath Village 
resident, was reported 
missing on June 4. He 
was living by himself at 
the time. After he was 
not seen for weeks, he 
was reported missing. He 
was last seen wearing a 

multi-coloured shirt and 
grey short pants.  

The police are asking 

anyone with information 
to call the Charlestown 
station.
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Contestants revealed for 
Culturama senior pageants  

By Monique Washington

The Nevis 
Culturama Festival 
Committee has revealed 
the thirteen participants 
who will be participat-
ing in the senior pag-
eants this year, and 
according to the contes-
tants, they are ready. 

Culturama will be held 
from July 2- August 
2 under the theme 
“Fete and Celebrate 
Nevis Culturama 48’ . 

The “Reveal Party” 
was held at the 

David Freeman 
Centre of Excellence 
in Gingerland last 
Saturday. 

The four men who will 
be participating in the 
‘Mr Kool’ competition 
are Rocco Browne, 
sponsored by Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation; Dwayne 
Smith sponsored by 
the Tourism Authority; 
Shenroy Joseph spon-
sored by the Culturama 
Committee and Dillion 
Smithen, spon-
sored by  Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

The four females vy-
ing for the ‘Ms Culture 
Swimwear’ are Keelia 
English sponsored 
by  FLOW; Sherquanya 
Jeffers, sponsored 

by  Caribbean Digital 
Displays; Melisa 
Gumbs, sponsored by 
Stella Engineering, and 
Shantel Leslie spon-
sored by Nevis Solid 
Waste Management 
Agency. 

The five young la-
dies that will be vy-
ing for the ‘Miss 
Culture Queen’ title are 
Rockelle Hendrickson, 
sponsored by FLOW; 
Chalisa Parris, spon-
sored by Nevis Housing 
And Land Development 
Corporation; Shamarley 
Newton, sponsored 
by St. Kitts-Nevis 

Anguilla National Bank; 
Shalèize Smithen, spon-
sored by  S. L. Horsford 
and Company Ltd, and 
Sencia Williams spon-
sored by NEVLEC.

Minister in charge of 
Culture, Hon. Eric 
Evelyn, expressed his 
gratitude to the spon-
sors, for being a part of 
the Festival, and also the 
Culturama Committee 
members. 

 “I want to say how 
grateful we are to our 
sponsors, who have once 
again come on board 
and assisted in the host-
ing of Culturama. We 
expecting a grand time. 
We were off for the past 
two years, but we are 
back with a blast for 
2022. I also want to say 

a special thanks to our 
committee members 
who are serving once 
again, and who will 
ensure that Culturama 
48 will be a very mem-
orable occasion.” 

Last Friday (June 17) 
it was revealed that the 
patron for Culturama 
48 will be William 
Wentworth Dore, af-
fectionately known as 
“Zhumbye Di Ggii”, 

of Charlestown, a cul-
tural enthusiast who 
loves Culturama with a 
passion. 

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley said 
that this year “we will 
have the 48th install-
ment of Culturama, 
and I believe that that 
speaks volumes of the 
longevity of this festi-
val and the quality of 
this festival over the 

years”. 

“I also want to speak 
for a moment to the 
level of innovation 
that we have seen. The 
government… we con-
tinue to try to innovate, 
to bring new and excit-
ing ideas to the floor, 
and to allow people to 
enjoy an excellent fes-
tival,” he said. 

B r a n t l e y 

extended an invitation 
to “our  brothers and 
sisters in St Kitts”.  

“Celebrate Nevis, 
Culturama 48. I think 
there’s tremendous en-
ergy in the air. I think 
persons missed this 
festival. They want 
this festival, and I’m 
hoping that we have a 
wonderful Culturama 
48.” 
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Police confi dent of no more 
Jesus followers

By Loshaun Dixon

After escaping twice 
from Her Majesty’s 
Prison and being re-
captured twice, Police 
are confi dent Jesus 
Valdez will not escape 
for a third time, after 
addressing the issues 
that led to the two prior 

incidents.

Commissioner of 
Police Hilroy Brandy 
indicated that the po-
lice has always assisted 
its sister agencies, with 
the prison being the 
closest agency.

“The police force al-
ways works with our 

sister agencies, and 
the prison is one of our 
closest agencies. They 
are our neighbours; we 
exist side by side, we 
collaborate every day, 
and lend our support 
to searches, and help to 
search for any inmates 
who have escaped.”

Brandy said on both 

occasions they assisted 
the prisons, but he is 
confi dent there will not 
be a third escape.

“On two occasions we 
assisted the prison and 
we gave advice, and I 
don’t think we will see 
this gentleman escape 
again, after we gave 
the prison our input and 

assistance.”

In the space of two 
months, Valdez escaped 
from Her Majesty’s 
Prison in Basseterre 
- the second time less 
than a fortnight after he 
was recaptured.

Valdez, 20, of Market 
Street, initially escaped 
custody on April 14. He 
was on remand at Her 
Majesty’s Prison after 
being charged with the 
off ence of assault.

On April 21, police is-
sued a warrant for the 
arrest of Valdez, for 
the off ence of Escaping 
Lawful Confi nement. 
He was asked to present 
himself to the nearest 
police station.

On May 2, police of-
fi cials announced that 
Valdez was in police 
custody following 
a joint operation by 
Offi  cers of The Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force and 
Her Majesty’s Prison. 

“He was captured along 
the coastline in the 
C.A. Paul Southwell 

Industrial Site area 
sometime before 9 p.m. 
on April 30, 2022.”

At the time, the police 
force and offi  cials from 
Her Majesty’s Prison 
thanked members of 
the public and media 
houses who assisted in 
securing the recapture 
of Valdez. 

However, on May 16th, 
Valdez managed to 
escape custody again, 
forcing police offi  cials 
to re-issue a poster to 
help secure his capture.

On Thursday, June 9, 
responding to a report 
sometime after 6 p.m., 
Police left to assist 
residents in the Godwin 
Ghaut area who had de-
tained Valdez. 

The double escape fol-
lowed the escape of 
Jessie James, a national 
of Jamaica living in 
Molineaux, who was 
being held for immigra-
tion purposes. He es-
caped police custody on 
April 14. He was taken 
into custody on April 
18, after turning himself 
in.

Recaptured for a second time: Jesus Valdez
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Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Do for self BBQ and Grill 

Seeking to employ health care worker
Send resume to workflow945@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco LTD

Location: St.Kitts, Position: Cigar Expert
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Prem Sadaragani

Seeking for a Chief,1 Person Required
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Vacancy
First Class Repair Services

Cane Gardens, St. John's, Nevis
Urgently needing a Female Live In 
Personal Assistant and Bookkeeper 

Contact: 669-3286 or percy-
valthompson@yahoo.com

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Seeking a domestic helper who can cook 

jamaican and continental cuisine. Other du-
ties will be cleaning, ironing and baby sitting

contact: emergingsun@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for a sales associate and a su-

pervisor for Smart Electronics, located at 
port Zante,  with 6-7 years of experience 

in electronics, appliances and sales.
Intrested person can contact :

Sunny- 7606710 or
PO Box 28

Vacancy

Cool Runnings Bar And Grill 
need a night bartender

869664553

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299

HOMES FOR SALE
Dwelling House on .22 acres 

At Palm Grove Villas
Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822

PROPERTY FOR SALE

House on 0.5202 acres

Located in Oualie Bay

List Price: 595,000 USD

Contact:  info@oualierealty.com

or

869 661 3850
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Prime Minister Harris Holds Meet 
And Greet With Offi  cers Of St. Kitts 

And Nevis Coast Guard Unit

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris sat down with 
offi  cers of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Defence 
Force (SKNDF) Coast 
Guard Unit earlier today 
(Tuesday, June 21) to 
listen to their concerns 
and suggestions on how 
the operations of the 
unit can be improved. 

While there, Prime 
Minister Harris im-
pressed upon the coast 
guard offi  cers the im-
portance of the ser-
vices they provide to 
the country and gave 
the assurance that his 
Government remains 
committed to doing all it 
can to assist in the con-
tinued development of 
the Coast Guard Unit. 

“I fi rst want to acknowl-
edge the important role 
which the offi  cers of our 
Defence Force play in 
advancing the security 
agenda of the state. Law 
and order are the most 
important duty of a na-
tion state and therefore 
we have to ensure that 

we keep the peace at all 
times [and ensure] that 
the laws are being en-
forced and respected,” 
said Prime Minister 
Harris. 

The honourable Prime 
Minister went on to 
commend the men and 
women of the Coast 
Guard Unit “for your 
participation in this 
critical area of our na-
tional life.” He added, 
“Of course, when se-
curity fails, everything 
collapses and a country 
becomes a failed state 
and that is why we have 
to, at all times, ensure 
that we give good con-
sideration to areas of 
law and order.”

Dr. Harris reminded 
the offi  cers that the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, under his 
leadership, has made 
historic budgetary al-
locations to the national 
security infrastructure 
over the years. 

“In fact, in one year we 
budgeted as much as 99 
million (EC dollars) to 
assist the broad spheres 

of law enforcement—
the defence force, the 
police, the fi re. All those 
units were being cov-
ered. Very early in our 
fi rst term we invested 
signifi cantly in the fl eet 
that was available to 
the Defence Force. We 
invested signifi cantly in 
the training and the up-
grade of facilities for the 
Defence Force, and of 
course the coast guard 
headquarters, which had 
been too long in com-
ing, really is another 
area where we have 
invested,” said Prime 
Minister Harris. 

The Prime Minister was 
accompanied today by 
Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of 
National Security, Mr. 
Osmond Petty; National 
Security Advisor, 
Retired Major General 
Stewart Saunders and 
Commander of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Defence 
Force, Lieutenant 
Colonel J. Anthony 
Comrie, all of whom 
welcomed and respond-
ed to questions posed to 
them by the rank and fi le 
of the Coast Guard Unit. 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 1 2 AD V ER TI SEM ENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 1 3AD V ER TI SEM ENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 1 4

Obituary: Paul Theophilus Lawrence 15th July 1936 – 24th May 2022 

 
Paul Theophilus Lawrence was born in Jessups Village Nevis, on 15th July 1936. He lived a full and productive life 
and was uncompromising in his thoughts, words, and deeds, especially when it came to defending and 
promoting the advancement of his people.  

Paul, was a teacher, educationalist and importantly, a political campaigner, who fought for the independence 
and formation of the state of St. Kitts and Nevis along with others such as Sim Daniel, Ivor Stevens, and Ural 
Swanston just to mention the regulars that we were aware of as Children who frequented the house in 
Leicester UK during the 1970’s and early 1980’s. Their conversations were consistently centred on how they 
could develop Nevis and what it would take to be shot of their Colonisers the British. They would all eventually 
see their Goal realised on September 19th 1983, our Independence Day. Paul was always enormously proud of 
this.  

Prior to leaving for the UK Paul taught in Nevis where he was affectionate known as “Teacher Paul” and then 
moved to in St. Kitts. Once he felt he had reached his plateau, restless for progression he decided to leave for 
England. Whilst this was a huge decision and a turning point in his life, many of the Islands’ young at the time 
were making similar decisions. Legend has it that him and James Nisbett left at the same time for London circa 
1957 and would remain lifelong friends bringing their respective Families up together. 

After arriving in the UK, Paul did several factory jobs, before he started his Teaching qualifications in London 
and Loughborough. However most significantly he met a beautiful young Trinidadian Woman called Hilda who 
he married in London. Mr and Mrs. Lawrence settled in Leicester, the city that became the family’s UK home. 
Paul taught Metalwork Craft and Technical Drawing at Linwood and Spencefield Secondary Schools. During 
these years his educational drive kicked in and he obtained further Degrees in Sociology and Law. He would 
later go on to teach Law at the famous Holborn College in London. 

Nonetheless his focus on Nevis burned as strong as ever. Paul helped to found, The Nevis Development 
Association circa 1972, and served as its President and Secretary, the organisation is still in effect today. He was 
also an affiliate of Leicester United Caribbean Association (LUCA) which 

 was established in 1973, providing a home for meetings, educational programmes, Saturday school, family 
events, recreation and social gatherings, and artistic groups. This was the environment Paul and others such as 
Linda Herbert, James Nisbett, Roosevelt Lescott, Alfie Pemberton, Alban Forbes, and Ray Gumbs (to recall a 
few) created for their Children to grow up in, a home from home. 

Hilda and Paul, returned to Nevis in 1982 with their youngest Son David, Keith and Robin remained in the UK. 
Paul took up the Post of Head of Public works and continued the push for Independence. As head of Public 
Works for the Nevis Island administration in the mid 1980’s Paul Lawrence, over saw an ambitious project that 
revolutionised the way water was delivered to the people of Nevis. Project Cedar resulted in water being piped 
directly to houses and eliminated the need for people to travel significant distances to collect water from 
standpipes. The other stand out achievement was securing the electricity supply for the Island with the 
installation of new Diesel generators at the power plant. 

As touched on, Mr Paul Lawrence was a staunch believer in the value and importance of education and as such, 
he founded of the Lynne Jeffers School Nevis (circa 1996), the very first independent school on the island. This 
created a platform for other private schools to follow on Nevis.  This reality speaks to Paul’s Vision for the 
education of the people of in the Federation.  

 

Paul Theophilus Lawrence is survived by his beloved wife, Hilda (a marriage of 63 years), his three sons, Keith, 
Robin and David, 13 Grand Children and 2 great grandchildren. 

Please join us in celebrating this life, lived most well and also in sharing a smile, hug and perhaps a small tear 
with our Family as we prepare to send our Husband, Father, Grand Father, Uncle, Teacher and Friend home. 
Amen. Asë 

Rest in Peace Eternally with the Ancestors Paul Theophilus Lawrence. 

Stats Director: 
Refusal to be part 

of the census is 
a serious issue 

By Monique Washington 

Some residents on Nevis 
have refused to cooper-
ate with the population 
census enumerators, but 
their refusal may land 
them in jail. 

The population census 
began earlier this year, 
and so far, 70 percent 
has been completed.  

The Observer spoke 
with Dorriel Tross-
Phillip, Director of 
Statistics, who empha-
sized that every house-
hold must participate in 
the census. 

“We have over 5000 
households on Nevis. 
Every single household 
must participate. The 
last population census 
was done 2011. That 
was a while back, and so 
much has changed.  We 
need to know who 
makes up our economy 
and who makes up our 
population,” she said. 

Tross-Phillip noted that 
they are having much 
resistance from some 
of the residents, and the 
deadline of June 30 to 
complete the census is 
drawing near. 

“We have met with 
some resistance from 
persons who refuse to 
cooperate and give the 
necessary information. 
There are those whom 
our enumerators would 
have made appoint-
ments with and our enu-
merators shows up, they 
are still unavailable. 
And so our enumerators 
have to make various 
visits. We are asking 
that you please cooper-
ate and give us your full 
support,” she said  

To emphasize how 

dire the consequences 
can be, Tross-Phillip 
stated that under the St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Statistics Act revised in 
2002, it states that any 
person found guilty of 
an offence against this 
Act or any regulation 
made under therefore 
for which no special 
punishment is provid-
ed, shall be liable on 
summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding 
$1,000 or six months 
imprisonment. 

“We do not want to 
have to take any of our 
citizens or residents to 
court to get the infor-
mation for the census.

“Some have it as politi-
cal, but we want to as-
sure the general public 
that collecting the data 
for census is not politi-
cal, and it is pertinent 
information that is nec-
essary for the economic 
development of Nevis,” 

She said that if they do 
not meet the deadline, 
they will have to con-
tinue in July. 

“We will have to con-
tinue in July, and you 
know that is around 
Culturama time where 
so much is happening. 
That is why we are try-
ing so hard to finish 
before.” 

The Director also 
pointed out that another 
challenge they are hav-
ing is that people are 
not telling the truth. 

“Something as simple 
as their year of birth 
they are not telling the 
truth. The questions 
are not that personal. 
We don’t need to know 
exactly how much your 
salary is, we need to 
know a range. We don’t 

need to know how many 
TVs you have, we need 
to know if there is any. 
But people are refusing 
or lying about it,” 

“The questions that 
are asked on the ques-
tionnaire are Caricom 
questions. The same 
questions are asked in 
the Caricom territories. 
Caricom needs the in-
formation so that they 
can weigh the standard 
of living through the 
Caribbean.” 

Tross-Phillip said that 
for the people who 
have refused, they will 
return for a second 
interview and if they 
again refuse, a refusal 
form will be filled out. 

“If people are having 
a problem with any of 
our enumerators, or if 
you are not comfortable 
with any of our enu-
merators, they can visit 
the department upstairs 
at (Horsford’s) Valu 
Mart, where a member 
of staff will complete 
the census question-
naire right in the of-
fice with them, or they 
can call the office and 
complete the question-
naire via the telephone.

“So, we are kindly ask-
ing you to just cooper-
ate. The information is 
confidential. When the 
data gets to us, names 
are removed. 

We are just dealing with 
data, so that we can as-
sist the government in 
making the decisions 
that are necessary for 
us to move forward 
with our social projects 
to be completed, and to 
be done in the areas in 
which they are really 
needed,” she said. 

Director of Statistics, Dorriel Tross-Phillip
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“Zhumbye Di Ggii” Patron for Culturama 
48 credits family infl uence for 

sustained love of cultural festival
NIA 

The patron for 
Culturama 48 is Mr. 
William Wentworth 
Dore aff ectionately 
known as “Zhumbye Di 
Ggii” of Charlestown, a 
cultural enthusiast who 
loves Culturama with a 
passion.

Reacting to the acco-
lade on June 21, fol-
lowing the Culturama 
Committee’s announce-
ment on June 17, 2022, 
Zhumbye said he was 
honoured to be selected 
to preside over the annu-
al cultural festival from 
July 21 to August 02, the 
leading cultural celebra-
tion on Nevis now in its 
48th year.

“I would like to thank 
‘Abo’ and the Culturama 
Committee for seeing it 
fi t to bestow the honour 
on me this year. I’m de-
lighted and I give thanks 
to all who made it pos-
sible,” he said.

Mr. Dore told the 
Department of 
Information that he cred-
its a close family mem-
ber for igniting his deep 
interest and a sustained 
love for Culturama.

“I’ve been in a troupe for 
about the whole of the 
lifespan of Culturama 
and even before 
Culturama when it was a 
Christmas Carnival.

“I was inspired by my 
uncle who used to dance 
masquerade. His name 
was Elmo Prentice. 
Since then, I waited until 
I reached the age when I 
did in 1961.

“I branched off  to do-
ing diff erent culture-
related things. I moved 
into singing calypso 
in the early 70s before 
Culturama.

“When we started 

Culturama we used to 
put on dramatic pre-
sentations and that was 
exciting apart from be-
ing involved in troops. I 
always liked Culturama 
especially involving in 
Parade of Troupes,” he 
said.

When asked if there is 
anything he would like 
to say to the younger 
people on Nevis regard-
ing Culturama, he sim-
ply said, “These days 
the most I could tell 
young people is to try 
to get involved in the 
art of singing calypso 
because that’s one of the 
best musical arts in the 
Caribbean, and Nevis is 
no diff erent. That is our 
thing!”

Mr. Dore was born on 
November 28, 1948, 
to Lucina Dore and the 
late Ralph Dore at the 
Alexandra Hospital. He 
grew up in Charlestown 
in Happy Hill Alley and 
later in Low Street.

His early days involved 
chores including picking 
“hog meat” and heading 
water. He was schooled 
at the Charlestown and 
Basseterre Boys schools 
and the Charlestown 
Secondary School. His 
favourite pastime was 

engaging in sports - 
cricket and football. He 
also engaged in netball, 
hiking and drama.

The Culturama patron 
was deeply involved in 
the St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church and its activi-
ties. He was an altar boy, 
sang in the choir and 
was a member of the 
Anglican Young People 
Association (AYPA).

While attending second-
ary school his interest in 
drama led him to partici-
pate in drama presenta-
tions and often played 
every available role 
from Shakespearean to 
comedic. On completion 
of his secondary educa-
tion, he joined the Nevis 
Dramatical and Cultural 
Society (NEDACS) a 
local group also known 
for staging dramatic pre-
sentations island wide.

He later decided to be-
come a calypsonian who 
was fond of the musi-
cal masterpieces from 
various Caribbean greats 
notably the Mighty 
Chalkdust of Trinidad. 
Zhumbye Di Ggii. 
During the Christmas 
“carnival” Zhumbye 
was a fervent participant 
in the calypso competi-
tion. Two of his most 

popular songs were 
“Granny,” based on a 
true story and “Where 
do we go from here.” 
He won the crown in 
Christmas of 1974.

The Christmas Sports 
as it was known also 
saw the formation of 
the Buzzard Boys. The 
group’s members in-
cluding Zhumbye Di 
Ggii; Bahowlah (Tyrone 

O’Flaherty); and Shacks 
(Deryck Walters) would 
dress up in outlandish 
costumes, dresses and 
face powder to visit resi-
dents throughout Nevis. 
At each stop they would 
give “toasts” which 
involved singing po-
ems about well-known 
events and characters in 
the society. They were 
often accompanied 
by a string band and 

they were many times 
rewarded with food, 
drinks or money which 
was collected to throw 
their own big party.

The group contin-
ued into Culturama 
throughout the years 
and always stood out 
during the Troupe 
Parade for their inno-
vative costumes and 
themes.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 1 8 AD V ER TI SEM ENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 1 9

Family still hopeful for Trevoy 
Liburd’s safe return  

By Monique Washington  

The search continues 
for 35-year-old Trevoy 
“Trevy” Liburd who 
went out spearfi shing 
on Wednesday (June 
22) at Black Bay, in 
Gingerland, and never 
returned to shore. On 
Thursday morning, 

the search resumed for 
Liburd. 

The Observer spoke to 
someone on the scene, 
who pledged that the 
search at sea will con-
tinue until they  fi nd 
him.

“Some of his close 
friends decided to 

search for him yester-
day (Wednesday) after-
noon, but night came 
in. We resumed this 
(Thursday) morning 
around 5 am. The Coast 
Guard is here. We have 
some of his friends as-
sisting in looking for 
him, but at this time we 
have been unsuccessful. 
But trust me, they will 

not stop searching until 
they fi nd him,” he said

The man said that the 
type of fi shing that 
Liburd and another in-
dividual called Jonathan 
were doing is called free 
dive spearfi shing. No 
boat, no tank is used. 
He explained that one 
diffi  culty that arises is 

the sargassum seaweed.

“The seaweed might 
have given some prob-
lems.  Last night the 
weeds was out, the 
searchers were walk-
ing on it. This morning 
we noticed that most of 
the seaweed is on the 
shore,” he said.

The Observer also 
contacted Liburd’s fa-
ther, former Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
Joseph Liburd. He said 
that currently he was 
emotionally unable to 
speak at that time.  

Premier of Nevis and 
close friend of Liburd, 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
said that he is still hope-
ful that Liburd will 
return.

“We have not recovered 
a body, so we have to 
keep hope alive, and 

Jehovah God knows 
best. There is so much 
uncertainty in this thing 
called life. You can be 
here today and gone 
tomorrow. I was at 
Black Bay to lend that 
moral support to Joseph 
Liburd and his fam-
ily. I believe Trevy was 
worth that and much 
more ,” he said.

Brantley encourage per-
sons to pray.

“Asking for your 
prayers that despite all 
the odds, that he will 
make it home to his 
family. Asking for your 
prayers for our brother 
Jonathan who is hos-
pitalized . Asking for 
your prayers for Trevy’s 
father Joseph Liburd 
and family . It is a fam-
ily that has suff ered 
much, but a family that 
is strong in Gingerland 
and throughout Nevis.”
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PLP candidates unveil plans 
and highlight work

By Loshaun Dixon

The eight candidates 
for the People’s Labour 
Party were officially 
presented to the public 
last Saturday, signalling 
a new era for the party, 
as it will contest the up-
coming elections in all 
eight constituencies for 
the first time.

The event took place in 
front of a large crowd at 
Greenlands Park, where 
the candidates high-
lighted their work in the 
community and their 
plans if they were to be 
elected.

Jacqueline Bryan, 
Candidate for the 
Constituency 1, said she 
was proud to be part of 
the team led by Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris “It is like I told 

you when I first start-
ed...leadership matters. 
That is why I am proud 
to be a part of this team. 
I look forward to con-
tinuing the engagement 
I have started with you 
in constituency one on 
the campaign trail.”

She urged her constitu-
ents to give her the op-
portunity to lead.

“Please give me the op-
portunity to be your lo-
cal champion. It would 
truly be an honour, and 
I urge all the people of 
constituency one to join 
our campaign. Let’s win 
this election and relive a 
secure future in constit-
uency one and the entire 
Federation.

Candidate for 
Constituency 2, 
Nubian Greaux, said 
he wants to be the first 

representative to actual-
ly live in the constituen-
cy of Central Basseterre. 
He explained the sig-
nificance of living in the 
constituency.

“If you don’t live with 
the problem, you cannot 
fix the problem.”

Greaux said that both 
the PAM and SKNLP 
have not delivered in 
the constituency.

“They had their chances 
and they failed us. But 
when you elect me as 
your next parliamentary 
representative, I will 
bring a fresh perspective 
to Central Basseterre. A 
perspective of someone 
who actually lives in 
the community; a per-
spective of someone 
who has started busi-
nesses and created jobs 
in the community. The 

perspective of someone 
who has a plan to im-
prove peace and grow 
the economy, deal with 
the high cost of living, 
create more jobs, and 
protect the people. 

Kendale Liburd, the can-
didate for Constituency 
4, said it was time for 
the constituency to get 
proper representation.

“Tonight we say enough 
in four. Tonight is the 
time for one of us to step 
up and restore number 
four. Restore four to a se-
cure future. Restore four 
to grow our economy. 
Restore four to protect 
our people. Restore four 
to create more jobs.”

He said the people de-
served better.

“This is not who we are; 
four is much better, and 

this is why I am stand-
ing before you as a PLP 
candidate.”

Liburd said he was posi-
tioned to impact the con-
sistency, as he has lived 
there his entire life and 
understands the needs of 
the people.

Stachio Williams, can-
didate for Constituency 
5, noted that “it is im-
portant for us to give the 
people and community 
of Sandy Point the best 
chance to develop and to 
advance”.

“Let us give Sandy Point 
and the people of Sandy 
Point the best chance to 
have a representative 
that works for you; that 
will show up to work. 
That will show up in 
Cabinet.

I’ll be working for the 

people every day

“Let us give Sandy 
Point, Fig Tree and La 
Vallee the best chance to 
have a representative in 
government. Let us give 
Sandy Point a safe and 
secure future, the strong 
local economy and pro-
tection for people with 
more jobs. Let us give 
Sandy Point Stachio 
Williams.

Dr Marc Williams, can-
didate for Constituency 
6, reflected that “too 
much needs to be done 
in Constituency 6”.

“We face many chal-
lenges, because the sit-
ting representative has 
not delivered. We need a 
new representative with 
clear plans and innova-
tive ideas for how we 

Cont'd on Page 21

The eight PLP candidates
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can build a safe and secure future.”

He declared that he was ready to be the “strong 
local champion” that Constituency six needs and 
deserves.

“I am ready to stand up and be counted. I am ready 
to be the people’s choice the young population are 
calling for and longing for, and most importantly, 
I am ready to be your next elected representative.”

The PLP candidate for Constituency 8, Andrew 
Talbo Bass, added that he is being told the people 
are seeking change.

“As I walk through the constituency, the people 
are telling me they want a change. And I want say 
to them the change is coming. The winds of Talbo 
Bass will bring change to constituency eight. The 
people are excited, because that means that after 
this election our constituency will be represented 
by a party of a strong economy, the party protecting 
its people, the party of jobs.”

PLP Leader Dr Timothy Harris said that the party 
was broad-based, and people from all walks of life 
are welcomed.

“We are a broad-based party. The farmers are wel-
come, the fishers are welcome, the barbers are 
welcome, the doctors are welcome, the lawyers 
are welcome, the bus operators are welcome, the 
Christians are welcome, and those who ain’t be-
lieve are welcome. We welcome all.

“The PLP is a modern party with a welcoming 
umbrella; a different philosophy. We are a modern 
party, they are old-time party, and old-time politics 
done, and that is why in those parties their mem-
bers are fleeing from them. We are proud with what 
we have accomplished in a short period of time.”

Dr Harris said that he is pleased by the candidates 
they are offering.

“We will do this together. Working together across 
the party divide we will accomplish more... We did 
it in style and we did it with class.”

He said his party is the party for the future 

“This will be a hardworking company, none of them 
would be absent from the cabinet for 91 days...those 
days are gone, we will not go back there. Over the 
next couple of weeks we will be speaking more 
about our plans for the future, our plans to deliver 
water and our plans for cheaper energy.”

PLP 
candidates 

unveil plans 
and highlight 

work
Cont'd from Page 20

Kendale Liburd

Jacqueline Bryan

Nubian Greaux
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It’s back! SKMF 
takes Centre Stage

By Loshaun Dixon 

After two years without 
being staged, the St. 
Kitts Music Festival is 
back to deliver high-
class entertainment for 
locals and visitors to the 
Federation.

The Festival, one of the 
largest in the Caribbean, 
returned Thursday night 
with a bang, with soca 
performances from 
some of the region’s fi n-
est acts.

Chairman of the St Kitts 
Music Festival Damion 
Hobson said that “the 
greatest Caribbean mu-
sic festival is back”.

“As you may be aware, 
due to the global pan-
demic we were forced 
to cancel two consecu-
tive years of the festi-
val. This year we are 
back with a spectacular 
line up of world-class 
artistes covering genres 
of soca, reggae, dance-
hall, R&B and afro 
beat. Many people have 
complimented us for 
the quality and blend 
of performers who have 
graced the stage each 

year, and we are con-
tinuing to work hard to 
surpass the expectation 
of the fans.

“One thing we have re-
alised over the past 26 
years is that the music 
festival is undoubtedly 
an experience like no 
other. It is growing in 
popularity and mag-
nitude, and within the 
coming years it will 
be our mission to open 
new source markets 
that could result in 
larger fl ows of visitors 
to lure to our shores.”

Hobson said the festi-
val represents a gath-
ering of the world’s 
fi nest for a price that 
is “unbelievable and 
unbeatable.”

‘It is a steal. You can-
not fi nd anywhere else 
in the world where this 
is possible. I encourage 
everyone to enjoy each 
night and to continue to 
act responsibly at the 
festival.’

Minister of Tourism 
Wendy Phipps con-
gratulated the Music 
Festival Committee, 
the Ministry of Tourism 

and the St Kitts Tourism 
Authority, for staging 
what is excepted to be 
a phenomenal music 
festival.

“And a return to the 
high calibre, the high-
quality festival that 
over time gained the 
reputation of hosting in 
St Kitts and Nevis and 
rest of the world.”

She said it will take 
a national eff ort to 
ensure the festival is 
successful.

“It takes a collective 
eff ort for us to get the 
message to tell the rest 
of the world that we 
are open for business 
once more. We want 
everyone to come out, 
have a good time, enjoy 
yourself, stay safe, but 
at the end of the day we 
want to sell you and to 
have you experience 
our ‘wow’ factor in St 
Kitts and Nevis.

The festival will end 
on Saturday, and will 
feature acts like Destra, 
Fayann and Bunji, 
Ashanti, Wale, Beres 
Hammond, Maxi Priest, 
among others.

The St. Kitts Music Festival is back to deliver high-class entertainment



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 23

SKN to host new 
6IXTY tournament

By Loshaun Dixon 

St Kitts and Nevis will 
play host to a new and 
innovative form of 
cricket, with the launch-
ing by the Caribbean 
Premier League, of a 
new tournament and 
format dubbed ‘The 
6IXTY’. 

The event will see 
men’s and women’s 
teams compete in a 
new 60-ball tourna-
ment, featuring many 
of the best cricketers 
from around the world, 
with SKYEXCH as the 
title sponsor for 2022. 

The first edition will 
take place from 24 to 
28 August at Warner 
Park, and will see a 
men’s tournament 
with six teams and a 
women’s tournament 
with three teams.  THE 
6IXTY is a joint ven-
ture between Cricket 
West Indies and the 
Caribbean Premier 
League, with the two 
organisations working 
closely together to cre-
ate another world-class 
event. This revolution-
ary format will see 
brand new innovations 

that will change T10 
cricket, and make the 
game even faster-paced 
and action-packed. 

Fans can look forward 
to the new rules which 
include: Each batting 
team having six wick-
ets – at the fall of the 
sixth wicket they are all 
out; Each batting team 
has two PowerPlay 
overs. They can unlock 
the third PowerPlay by 
hitting two sixes in the 
first 12 balls. 

This extra PowerPlay 
over can be taken at 
any time between 
overs 3-9;  There will 
be 30 balls bowled 
from one end before 
the action switches to 
the other end for the 
final 30 balls; The 30 
balls will be delivered 
as 5 separate overs, 
with no bowler being 
able to bowl more than 
2 overs for the innings; 
If teams do not bowl 
their overs within the 
allotted time, a mem-
ber of their team is 
removed from the field 
for the final six balls; 
Fans will vote for the 
timing of a “Mystery 
Free Hit” where a bat-
ter can’t be dismissed 

by the bowler. 

President of Cricket 
West Indies Ricky 
Skerritt said the 
6IXTY has come about 
because of a close col-
laboration between 
CPL and CWI, which 
is the way forward.

“I am really excited 
about the innovation, 
excitement and en-
tertainment that it is 
going to bring to the 
fans.” 

At the launching of 
the event, he said 
THE 6IXTY will help 
women’s cricket in the 
region, and the concept 
evolved out of “how do 
we take the women’s 
experiment of 2019 to 
the next level?”.

“The women and 60 
are a crucial combina-
tion from the perspec-
tive of Cricket West 
Indies. We are looking 
for a way to continue 
investing and growing 
our women’s game.”

He said innovations 
are needed if the sport 
is to remain relevant.

“Cricket is a game 

of tradition and rich 
legacy and powerful 
history. Some have not 
taken well to T20 and 
all the exciting new 
versions of cricket that 
are coming through. At 
CWI, we understand 
that cricket is a sport 
that provides employ-
ment and economic 
activity across the re-
gion, with dozens of 
professionals. We have 
to move the sport for-
ward and stay in touch 
with the demand and 
the commercial reality 
and the demand of the 
fans, and innovation is 
a must.”

Pete Russell, Hero 
CPL’s CEO, said it was 
a hugely exciting mo-
ment for both CPL and 
Cricket West Indies.

“As we create a tour-
nament that will see 
cricket fans brought 
closer to the game. 
There will be world-
class men’s and wom-
en’s cricketers taking 
part in a fantastic event 
for the Caribbean, and 
this combined with 
cutting-edge innova-
tions, signals a great 
moment for all fans of 
West Indian cricket.”

The first edition of ‘The 6IXTY’ will take place from 24th to 28th August at Warner Park



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 24th, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 24 AD V ER TI SEM ENT


