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Hamilton highlights efforts 
made to ‘Break The Bias’

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Gender 
Affairs Eugene 
Hamilton used 
the opportunity of 
International Women’s 
Day to commemorate 
and celebrate the con-
tributions of women 
to the growth and the 
prosperity

of St Kitts and Nevis, 
and highlight efforts 
made thus far to ‘Break 
The Bias’.

International Women’s 
Day was celebrated 
globally on March 8 un-
der the theme “Gender 
equality today for a sus-
tainable tomorrow”, and 
countries have also been 
encouraged to promote 
the campaign theme 
‘#BreakTheBias’. “The 
theme is timely, given 

the interconnected glob-
al, economic and envi-
ronmental challenges of 
recent times. 

Further exacerbated by 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Gender equality 
refers to equal rights, it 
refers to the responsibil-
ities and opportunities 
of males and females, 
irrespective of their 
sex, but it is important 
to note that sustain-
able development goal 
number five declares 
that gender equality is 
not only a fundamental 
human right, but a nec-
essary foundation for 
a peaceful, prosperous 
and sustainable world,” 
Hamilton said.

He emphasized that 
gender equality is not 
a woman’s issue, but a 
human rights issue that 
fully engages both men 

and women.

“This year’s theme fo-
cuses on the contribu-
tions of women and girls 
in building a more sus-
tainable future for all, 
particularly in the areas 
of climate change adap-
tation, mitigation and 
response. The theme is 
also aligned with the 
priority theme of the 
forthcoming session of 
the Commission on the 
status of women.”

“That commission 
speaks to achieving 
gender equality and 
the empowerment of 
all women and girls in 
the context of climate 
change, environmen-
tal and disaster risk 
reduction policies and 
programs.”

Hamilton said the 
campaign theme 

“#BreakTheBias” pro-
vides opportunities “to 
recognize, to speak up 
and actively advocate 
against gender biases 
and ingrained stereo-
types - those that influ-
ence social norms and 
the way of life. Gender 
is a social construct 
that differs from the 
definition of sex”.

“Stereotypes are often 
used to justify gen-
der discrimination, 
and are reinforced by 
deep-rooted cultural 
beliefs, by traditions 
and practices which 
can exclude women 
from participating in 
the decision-making 
processes.

“Sociology teaches us 
that gender bias is part 
of almost every aspect 
of life, and commonly 
seen in the social in-
stitutions of families, 
education, the econ-
omy and health. Our 
own national statis-
tics indicate that more 
than 50 percent of all 
households are headed 

by single mothers.” 
He said those same 
households face mul-
tiple and intersecting 
forms of discrimina-
tion and vulnerability, 
especially the most 
socially and economi-
cally oppressed, in-
cluding women living 
with disabilities.

“The plight of our 
womenfolk in the 
wake of COVID-19 
speaks volumes. 
Here in our own fed-
eration, we have seen 
increased rates of do-
mestic violence and 
the disproportionate 
burden of unpaid do-
mestic work and care 
responsibilities.”

Hamilton said that 
thanks to support from 
Taiwan, they have been 
able to effect a training 
program for women 
creating opportunities 
for entrepreneurship.

The minister added that 
despite the challenges 
faced, women’s active 
contribution in building 

resilient communities is 
well documented.

He also underscored 
that the recently com-
pleted documentation 
of the St Kitts and Nevis 
gender equality policy 
and action plan was ap-
proved by cabinet last 
week, and will be tabled 
in the parliament at its 
next sitting. 

“This is a testament to the 
government’s commit-
ment to gender equality 
and non-discrimination 
in the accomplishment 
of sustained growth 
and development in our 
small twin-island state.

In addition, St. Kitts and 
Nevis identifies with the 
agenda and the sustain-
able development goals 
which provides opportu-
nities to address some of 
our region’s most urgent 
priorities, and which re-
quires the engagement 
of all sectors to create 
peaceful and fair societ-
ies for our present and 
future generations.”

Minister of Gender Affairs Eugene Hamilton
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THESE WRONGS 
MUST BE 
RIGHTED

Given the monumental, incalculable and positive contributions made by wom-
en and girls, it is truly inexplicable that we still learn of so many wrongs and 
injustices being meted out them, and the continued biases that they experience 
in societies worldwide.

Whether deliberate or unconscious, the preferential treatment of men is still 
palpable, and this cannot be glossed over.

The fact that a particular day is dedicated annually to highlight the influences 
of women is an immense positive. We all came from mothers, and that alone 
should be a reason for consideration as to the respect we should have for wom-
en in general.

This year’s campaign theme for International Women’s Day (IWD), celebrated 
on March 8, was #BreakTheBias:

Imagine a gender equal world.

A world free of bias, stereotypes, and discrimination.

A world that is diverse, equitable, and inclusive.

A world where difference is valued and celebrated.

Together we can forge women’s equality.

Collectively we can all #BreakTheBias.

It was particularly refreshing to hear our Gender Affairs Minister, in his IWD 
address, highlight the fact that gender equality is not only a fundamental hu-
man right, but a necessary foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustain-
able world.

There were other noteworthy comments, such as:

“Stereotypes are often used to justify gender discrimination, and are reinforced 
by deep-rooted cultural beliefs, by traditions and practices which can exclude 
women from participating in the decision-making processes.”

And, “Sociology teaches us that gender bias is part of almost every aspect of 
life, and commonly seen in the social institutions of families, education, the 
economy and health. Our own national statistics indicate that more than 50 
percent of all households are headed by single mothers.”

Those same households, he asserted, face multiple and intersecting forms of 
discrimination and vulnerability, especially the most socially and economi-
cally oppressed, including women living with disabilities.

“The plight of our womenfolk in the wake of COVID-19 speaks volumes. 
Here in our own federation, we have seen increased rates of domestic vio-
lence and the disproportionate burden of unpaid domestic work and care 
responsibilities.”

This is not unique to St. Kitts and Nevis. In fact, these ills and disparities are 
magnified and committed many times over in other territories. What is of rel-
evance, is that irrespective of geographic location and levels of development, 
these wrongs must be righted.

In the coming years, women should cease having to dream or hope of being 
treated fairly and caringly.

Let the federation be a shining example in this regard.

Nevisian teen found 
hanging from tree 

By Monique Washington

The family of a Nevisian 
teen, Nicholas Evans, 
are awaiting the official 
cause of death, after he 
was found hanging from 
a tree on a beach in St. 
James Parish on Tuesday.

The 19-year-old Evans 
was a resident of Brick 
Kiln village. 

According to the official 
Police report following 
the incident, “the District 
Medical Officer was 
summoned to the scene 
and pronounced him 
dead. An autopsy has 
been scheduled to deter-
mine the exact cause of 
death”.

“The Police are ap-
pealing to persons who 
might have information 
regarding this incident 
to contact the Newcastle 
Police Station by dialing 
469-9326 or the crime 
hotline by dialing 707,” 
the statement reads.

The Observer attempted 
to contacted the teen’s 
father but was unsuc-
cessful. Evans’ death 
followed a similar inci-
dent in June 2021, when 

52-year old American, 
James Edward Shuford 
Jr., who lived in Bath 
Plains, Nevis, was 
found hanging inside a 
doorway.

Investigations revealed 
no foul play and an 
autopsy conducted on 
Shuford Jr., indicated that 

he took his own life.

Prior to that, the last re-
ported suicide reported 
in the federation was in 
2019 when 35-year-old 
Bucks Hill, Nevis resi-
dent Ryan Richardson’s 
body was found hanging 
from a rope tied to the 
ceiling in his home. 

Nicholas Evans
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Women in Sports awardee aims 
at motivating young girls

By Monique Washington

Track and Field star 
Tanika Liburd is encour-
aging young girls to get 
involved in sports, as it 
will take them around 
the world.

Liburd offered this ad-
vice on Wednesday eve-
ning at the Department 
of Sports and Ministry 
of Sports’ second an-
nual Women in Sports 
awards, held at the 
Jessups Community 
Centre. She was one of 
six awardees.

The awards recognize 
women and their contri-
bution to sports devel-
opment on Nevis, and 
take into consideration 
several key elements, 
including but not limited 
to impact, achievements, 
longevity, trailblazing 
endeavours and contin-
ued dedication to sports 

development.

The awardees have over 
200 years of combined 
involvement in sports, 
covering all aspects, 
including playing, 
coaching and the admin-
istering of various disci-
plines. Those receiving 
awards were Janette 

Grey-Hull (Netball), 
Kerisha Powell 
(Football), Judy Daniel-
Morton (Cricket), 
Veronica Brandy 
(Basketball), Saneldo 
Willett (Cricket) and 
Tanika Liburd (Track 
and Field).

Liburd, on behalf of 

herself and the other 
awardees, thanked their 
families, supporters 
and friends for “being 
there when we needed a 
shoulder to cry on, when 
we had injuries or just 
to encourage us”.

She expressed hope 
that their journey 
would inspire other 
youth in sports.

“Know that sports can 
take you around the 
world. Sports can fill 
up your passport with 
stamps, trust me. You 
can see many places, 
experience differ-
ent cultures, and you 
don’t have to stick to 
one sport, even though 
your coaches may say 
that. Just enjoy it. No 
pressure. Have fun 
along the way.”

Also speaking at the 
awards ceremony 
was the Minister 

with responsibility 
for Sports on Nevis, 
Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
who noted that he was 
very pleased with the 
awardees.  

“I believe that women 
deserve to be hon-
oured, and I am pleased 
that the Department of 
Sports had the insight 
to initiate an activ-
ity of this nature. I 
believe that activities 
like these are impor-
tant, because we need 
to put hardworking 
women and dedicated 
and committed women 
like yourselves in the 
spotlight. 

“I believe that as a so-
ciety we do not honour 
people enough for the 
great work that they 
do. Unfortunately, we 
have become a society 
where we do better at 
criticizing and trying 
to pull down rather 

than to build up,” he 
said.

Evelyn said that he 
hopes the younger 
generation “will emu-
late the awardees, and 
we can have similar 
women rising to the 
challenge and coming 
here on stage in the 
near future to receive 
an award like you will 
receive this evening”.

“I want to heartily 
congratulate all of you 
ladies for your honour 
tonight. What I’m hap-
py about, when I look 
at the list, is that we are 
honouring persons in 
various disciplines of 
sport. I’m also happy 
that a lot of the work, 
females, our women 
in Nevis, are doing . 
They have broken the 
barriers, and they are 
now into sports that 
were traditionally only 
played by men.” 

Tanika Liburd

Five of the six awardees, from (L-R): Judy Daniel-Morton, Janette Grey-Hull, Veronica Brandy, Tanika Liburd and Saneldo Willett
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‘Zack’ hoping display 
will provide useful 
glimpse of the past

By Loshaun Dixon 

Owner and founder 
of Zack’s Historical-
Cultural Library and 
Museum, Winston 
‘Zack’ Nisbett, is cur-
rently hosting an open 
display highlighting the 
way of life and the tools 
of the past that were ex-
perienced and used by 
those of the older gener-
ation, and hopes it pro-
vides an useful glimpse 
of the past for young 
people and students in 
St Kitts and Nevis.

Speaking with the 

Observer, Nisbett noted 
that the past few weeks 
he had been working 
on creating a space at 
his Buckley’s location 
to display the items 
of historical value. He 
said he had also been 
involved in explaining 
to the schools and the 
communities what real 
history is like.

“Showing what we used 
then in relation to what 
is used now; most of 
the things we have here 
were crucial to that era.”

Among the items 
that are featured are 

an old-time bedroom 
scene, old-time radios, 
wheels from horse carts, 
old cameras, sample 
latrines, old ploughs, 
old-time ice crusher, ice 
cream makers, bottle 
stove, bathroom pails, 
and numerous pictures 
among other items.

Nisbett said his efforts 
are to try and recreate 
history, and he hopes 
that students will be 
able to visit in order to 
appreciate the historical 
value.

“Most of the older per-
sons were raised up with 

these sort of things, be-
cause it was more eco-
nomical then. People 
come by on a daily ba-
sis and are fascinated by 
what they see.”

Nisbett added that over 
time he is looking to 
expand on the items in 
the display, and also 
trying to create a much 
better and relatable en-
vironment, so that when 
visitors come the items 
would be properly la-
belled and identifiable.

He said one of the 
more fascinating things 
of yesteryear was the 

borehole and latrine 
with the frame made of 
concrete and seat made 
of wood. He explained 
that pails were kept in-
side to be used in those 
days, as much toilets 
were not around. He 
said people would re-
lieve themselves in the 
pail at nights and then 
take it out in the morn-
ing and throw it in the 
latrine or the cane fields. 

Nisbett also explained 
the significance of 
teaching this to the 
younger generations.

“It is a significant thing, 

because it shows your 
parents had life hard 
and they were still able 
to accomplish their 
goals even though it 
was tough. The basic 
foods that were used 
then were more indig-
enous and good for 
health, like the sweet 
potato, that was one of 
the number one food.

“Healthy foods are 
more important today, 
the younger ones don’t 
want to use those things, 
they prefer to use the 
fast food.”

Some of the items in Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett’s display
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Port security 
improves with 

new patrol boat

By Loshaun Dixon

Port security at the mar-
itime ports in Basseterre 
will be improved with 
the commissioning of a 
security boat ‘O Land of 
Beauty.’

The St Christopher Air 
and Sea Ports Authority 
(SCASPA) on Thursday 
commissioned the ves-
sel that will man the 
Basseterre Harbour, and 
will cover an area as 
wide as Frigate Bay, as 
well as protect Cruise 
ships and other vessels 
operating in the area.

Minister of Tourism and 
Transport Grant said 
that with the addition of 
the ultra-modern patrol 
boat, SCASPA port se-
curity is better equipped 
to perform the duties 
of sea-bound protec-
tion within the maritime 
space

“The commissioning 
today of the patrol ves-
sel ‘O Land of Beauty’ 
actually falls into and 
compliments a master 
plan to boost our ca-
pabilities to provide 
top-notch high-level 
security, and ultimately 
will protect lives and 
livelihoods, and the as-
sets of this operation.” 

He detailed that the boat 
is compliant with the in-
ternational port security 
code, and will be used 
to patrol the Basseterre 
Harbour to provide se-
curity for cruise vessels 
while they are in port.

Grant said that tourism, 
travel and transport all 
suffered major losses 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic as it raged 
across the globe.

He however noted that 
things are looking bet-
ter with encouraging 
vaccination rates and 
COVID-19 cases at 
all-time lows.

“Since late last year 
cruise ships have be-
gun to return to our 
shores, although not at 
full capacity. Stayover 
visitors, the numbers 
are slowly gaining mo-
mentum, and we have 
reason to be optimis-
tic, but we cannot be 
complacent.”

He related that at this 
time, with a focus on 
personal safety and 
security, they intend 
to innovate, re-ener-
gize and revitalize the 
various sectors and 
industries.

Grant said the 

development must be 
systematic and inten-
tional, to evolve and 
to rebuild in a sustain-
able manner to ensure 
greater resilience to be 
truly competitive.

“We must prioritise in 
investing and develop-
ing our people in pro-
curing the necessary 
technical and mate-
rial resources that will 
help us to consistently 
deliver excellence. At 
SCASPA, they have 
already begun the pro-
cess of upgrading and 
enhancing security 
measures at all of our 
ports, so we operate 
in strict adherence to 
internationally accept-
able standards.”

He added that the high 
level of performance 
ensures the safety and 
security of SCASPA’s 
staff, customers and 
visitors.

“It also improves the 
entire chain of security 
at SCASPA, and sharp-
ens vigilance and abili-
ties to detect and lower 
risk of terrorism, crim-
inal or other unlawful 
or hostile acts that can 
adversely affect the 
smooth operation and 
service delivery at out 
air and seaports.”

The new patrol boat
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SPORTS 
GIVEN 
GREEN 
LIGHT

By Loshaun Dixon

After a lengthy hiatus, 
the sporting scene in St 
Kitts and Nevis springs 
back to life this month, 
with cabinet granting 
permission for activi-
ties to go ahead.

It was in May 2021 
when all major sport-
ing events were halted 
following the largest 
COVID-19 outbreak 
the Federation had 
seen up to that point, 
that had forced lock-
downs and other major 
restrictions.

Last week, National 
Disaster Coordinator 
Abdias Samuel made 
the announcement af-
ter meeting with the 
various sporting as-
sociations and hearing 
them deliver plans to 
safely restart their var-
ious competitions.

“Based on our current 
situation in St Kitts 
and Nevis, the Cabinet 
has granted approval 
for the resumption 
of St Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 
(SKNFA) senior men’s 
league effect March 
1.”

Samuel disclosed the 
cabinet has agreed 
on the resumption of 
cricket as well.

“This was based on 
a presentation made 
by President Dennis 
Phillip on behalf of the 
Cricket Association, 
and based on all the 
statistics, we agreed 

they can resume their 
league.”

On Wednesday, the 
SKNFA announced 
that its member clubs 
have decided to con-
tinue the local leagues. 
In providing an update, 
General Secretary 
Techell McLean said: 
“On March 8 2022, the 
SKNFA engaged its 
Member Clubs regard-
ing the way forward for 
our football leagues. 
At the end of the meet-
ing, the Member Clubs 
voted in favour of the 
continuation of the 
2021 season.” 

Despite the conclusion, 
the SKNFA has yet to 
confirm a date for the 
restarting of the league 
indicating “more infor-
mation will be released 
at a later date.”

The St Kitts Cricket 
Association on the oth-
er hand has revealed 
that their 50-over se-
nior competition will 
bowl off on March 20.

SKN Athletics also an-
nounced that after sev-
eral meetings with the 
National COVID-19 
Taskforce over several 
months, consideration 
has been given to a 
proposal submitted by 
the association for the 
resumption of Track & 
Field.

Many schools have 
also announced dates 
for the hosting of their 
track meets that were 
halted since 2019 due 
to the pandemic.

Football action resumes this month after a lengthy hiatus
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Land For Sale
CLAY GHAUTH, NEVIS

4,736 SQUARE FEET
cost $30,000.00
Tel # 469 5572

Vacancy
Sales Manager 

Exp: 12-15 years
PoBox: 28

Big Sale Store on Fort Street
Vacancy 

for Sales Representavie 
8697648612

Dishwasher Wanted
Call Mark:
764-0752

Vacancy
The Vegan Spot

Needs a Cook/ Helper
Contact: 1869-766-5861

Job Opportunity 
Seeking a Sous Chef with Fine 

Dining experience.
Qualified applicants should 

call 869-660-5393.

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com

Vacancy
1. Chef with 5 year of experience with 

 Indian cuisine 
2. Sales associate -5-6 experience in sales 
should be fluent with English n Spanish 

P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Beauty and Perfume Centre Kadosh Hr

Job Title: Hermitise Implementation Expert

Contact number :6650949

Job Vacancy for PhysioTherapist
we are looking for a highly motivated 

Physiotherapist with a minimum of 5 years 
of experience in muscular-skeletal injuries 
in acute outpatient setting to help patients 

reach their maximum performance 
Qualifications

Bachelor's degree in kinesiology 
masters in physical therapy 
acupuncture or equivalent

contact MMekhail23@gmail.com

WANTED

One (1) Certified Dive Instructor for 
employment by Dive St. Kitts.

Please send application and ré-
sumé to dive@divestkitts.com 

Application to be submitted no 
later than 21 March, 2022.

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
House on 2 acres

Jessups Estate
$1.85 million USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

For Sale: 
House on 1+ acre

Golden Rock Estate
$900,000 USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

For Sale: 
House on 1 acre
In Jones Estate

$1.3 million USD
Contact:

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

Looking for a live in maid ,who can cook Indian 
and continental cuisine . Other duties will be 
cleaning,laundry,ironing. 
Contact - yasminyajmom@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
11,377 SQUARE FEET WITH 

DWELLING HOUSE
KADES CRESCENT/KADES 

BAY ESTATE, NEVIS 
$275,000.00 USD

CONTACT: 869-469-6757

Vacancy
Indian Summer Lounge & Grill

St kitts, Frigate Bay
Needs A Restaurant Manager

Five Years Experience
Contact# 662-9911

Suitable Applicants needed to fill the positions of :
1. Nail Technician
2. Hair Stylist
3.Beautician

Please contact  (869) 763-9721 for further details

Suitable Applicants needed to fill the positions of :
1. Inventory Manager
2. Office Assistant

Please contact  (869) 763-9721 for further details

BEAUTY INSIDE OUT

SQUARE DUTY FREE LTD

VACANCY

VACANCY

Suitable Applicants needed to fill the positions of :
1. Nail Technician
2. Hair Stylist
3.Beautician

Please contact  (869) 763-9721 for further details

Suitable Applicants needed to fill the positions of :
1. Inventory Manager
2. Office Assistant

Please contact  (869) 763-9721 for further details

BEAUTY INSIDE OUT

SQUARE DUTY FREE LTD

VACANCY

VACANCY
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Jeffers appeals for illegal 
dumpers to desist

By Monique Washington 

Representative for St. 
James, Alexis Jeffers, 
has pleaded with ille-
gal dumpers to refrain 
from such activity in the 
Newcastle area. This 

past weekend Jeffers, 
along with St. James 
residents Jamal Charles 
and Kevin Wilkin, em-
barked on clearing and 
cleaning a newly found 
illegal dumping site in 
Newcastle. “In terms of 
the items that we have 

found here, it suggests 
to me that it is either a 
single person who has 
come here multiple 
times, and has come 
here multiple times over 
the years, or multiple 
persons that have come 
here with different types 

of garbage items that 
should have been taken 
to the landfill,” Jeffers 
said. 

Items such as car tyres, 
radiators, paint cans, 
car motors, old roofing 
material, tiles, engine 

blocks and other types 
of garbage were at the 
site. 

Jeffers said that he was 
cleaning the area not as a 
minister of Government 
but as a resident. “I am 
not here as a minister 
of government. I am 
here as a concerned 
citizen within the con-
stituency of St James, 
but more so in the 
Newcastle area, where 
the illegal dumping 
site has been found.

 “We are happy to do 
what is required of us 
as citizens to keep our 
environment clean, 
but this is not a part 
of the effort that we 
want to associate our-
selves with. We want 
to associate ourselves 
with other things that 
are more meaningful, 
other  than cleaning up 
someone else’s mess.”

Jeffers made an appeal 

to those who have been 
continuously dumping 
to stop doing so. 

“It is wrong, it is not 
right, and it cannot be 
consistent in what we 
are preaching in terms 
of keeping the island 
of Nevis clean and 
healthy.”

Jeffers encouraged 
“everyone” to be more 
vigilant of what is hap-
pening around them.  

“If you see something 
happening that is not 
consistent with what is 
right, make the appeal, 
send out the warning, 
and also inform the 
authorities. 

“I appeal to the au-
thorities to enforce the 
law where it should be 
enforced, so it could 
be felt by those who 
continue to do illegal 
things,” he said.

Representative for St. James, Alexis Jeffers
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Nevis observes World Kidney Day
NIA

The following is an ad-
dress by Hon. Hazel 
B r a n d y - W i l l i a m s , 
Junior Minister of 
Health and Gender 
Affairs on Nevis on 
the occasion of World 
Kidney Day, 2022.

The World Kidney 
Day Joint Steering 
Committee has de-
clared 2022 the year 
of “Kidney Health for 
All.” World Kidney 
Day which is celebrated 
on March 10th annual-
ly, aims to raise aware-
ness of the importance 
of our kidneys to our 
overall health and to 
reduce the frequency 
and impact of kidney 
disease and its associ-
ated health problems 
worldwide. This year’s 
campaign focuses on 
bridging the knowl-
edge gaps to improve 
kidney health through 
increased education 
and awareness about 
kidney health.

Chronic kidney disease 
is a worldwide health 
crisis. It is estimated 
that there are more than 
850 million people who 
suffer from some form 
of kidney disease, with 
more than 38 million 
deaths worldwide. It is 
evident that more em-
phasis must be placed 
on ways to reduce the 
incidence of kidney 
disease and the pro-
gression to dialysis, 
through education and 
increased awareness of 

kidney health.

Our kidneys play a vi-
tal role in our overall 
health and wellness. 
Understanding the role 
and function of our 
kidneys can help to re-
duce the frequency and 
impact of kidney dis-
ease and its associated 
health problems on our 
population. Patients 
living with chronic kid-
ney disease also report 
lower quality of life 
compared with the gen-
eral population. They 
have to make day-to-
day decisions about 
how to manage their 
conditions which pres-
ents not only physical 
stress but emotional 
and financial stress as 
well.

Here on Nevis we con-
tinue to see more and 
more of our people pre-
senting with end stage 
kidney disease. As a 
consequence of this, 
the Ministry of Health 
is presently assisting a 
number persons rang-
ing from age 33 to 74 
years with dialysis 
treatment.

We continue to educate 
persons that a simple 
way of identifying 
and preventing poten-
tial health problems 
is through screening. 
Chronic kidney dis-
ease can be treated. 
With early diagnosis 
and treatment, it is pos-
sible to slow or stop the 
progression of kidney 
disease. We encourage 
you to get your kidneys 

checked if you have 
one or more of the fol-
lowing high risk fac-
tors such as diabetes, 
hypertension, obesity 
or a family history of 
kidney disease. The 
earlier you know you 
have it, the better your 
chances of receiving 
effective treatment to 
combat high morbidity 
and mortality rates.  

It is also recommended 
that engaging in 30 to 
60 minutes of physical 
activity a day combined 
with a healthy diet, and 
drinking lots of water 
can help you to im-
prove or maintain your 
kidney health.

The Ministry of Health 
and Gender Affairs 
has been pleased to 
partner with the Nevis 
Renal Society to host 
educational sessions 
and screening activities 
over the years.  I must 
commend this organisa-
tion for its continued 
partnership. They have 
demonstrated their com-
mitment to all aspects of 
renal health over the last 
20 plus years.

We invite you to take 
part in our World Kidney 
Day mobile health 
screening conducted by 
the Health Promotion 
Unit and the Taiwanese 
ICDF on March 10th 
at the Cotton Ginnery 
Mall from 8 a.m. to 12 
noon. The Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs stands resolute 
in promoting “Kidney 
Health for All.”

Hon. Hazel Brandy Williams, Junior Minister of Health and Gender Affairs on Nevis
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Grant charged; PAM backs him

By Loshaun Dixon 

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant has been 
charged for his alleged 
conduct against police 
ranks at a bar in Bird 
Rocks on January 8, 
and his party is stand-
ing behind him.

According to the 
Police, Grant was 
charged on Thursday, 
March 03, 2022, for 
the offences of Beating 
a Police Officer in 
the Execution of her 
Duties and Assaulting 
a Police Officer in 
the Execution of his 
Duties. He was served 
with both summonses 
for the offences on 
Tuesday, March 08.

The People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) in 
a statement said they 
“have learnt that the lo-
cal police have moved 
in to charge colleague 
and MP Lindsay Grant 
for alleged conduct 
during a much-publi-
cized incident a few 

weeks ago”. 

“Hon. Grant has re-
tained counsel, and 
his lawyers have ex-
pressed confidence in 
successfully defending 
the matter. They have 
described the charg-
es as baseless.” The 
statement was signed 
by leader and deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards, who said 
they 

are aware of a politi-
cal subtext to the en-
tire issue, and noted 
there have been naked 
attempts by some to 
seek to score political 
points. 

“That is why in many 
ways, we are glad that 
the charges have been 
brought - and we call 
for a speedy trial, so 
that the real story will 
be told and some of 
the real intent exposed 
through the legal sys-
tem, which we have 
extreme confidence 
in.” The party also said 
they support the police 

in doing their work.

“We think that it has 
been unfortunate that 
professional officers 
have been put under so 
much pressure to es-
calate the situation, in 
what is an apparent at-
tempt to embarrass the 
Member of Parliament, 
and to undermine peo-
ple’s faith in members 
of Team Unity.”

The party then offered 
its support to Grant, 
noting that he is inno-
cent until, and unless, 
proven otherwise. 

“Our position is that 
there must be a speedy 
trial, so that the whis-
per campaign can end. 
There is a correct say-
ing that justice delayed 
is justice denied. Any 
undue delay in the 
matter will indeed be 
injurious to the rights 
of the Honourable 
Member. 

“The People’s Action 
Movement stands 
for truth and clarity. 

Indeed, we are deter-
mined to provide Hon. 
Grant with all the le-
gal assistance he may 
need in the matter. We 
call on all concerned 
to exercise discipline 
and restraint, and show 
respect to our legal 
processes.”

This comes days af-
ter Grant himself ad-
dressed the matter, 
noting that since the 
incident there has been 
considerable political 
pressure exerted on the 
relevant authorities. 

“I am equally aware 
that the name of my 
Party Leader Hon. 
Shawn Richards was 
included in police 
reports on the inci-
dent, even though, the 
Honourable gentleman 
had nothing to do with 
the incident, and was 
not even present when 
it occurred.

“I am also aware that 
the incident has tran-
sitioned into a politi-
cal domain, driven by 

actors whose designs 
are not related to jus-
tice, but instead the po-
litical gains that they 
hope to exploit. This is 
unfortunate.”

Grant said that he com-
mitted no breach of the 
law, and his attorney is 
of the same view. 

“I and my witnesses 
will, if needs be, attest 
to that. I have waited 
for two long months 
for the legal process 
to take its course. 
Throughout this pe-
riod, I have said noth-
ing publicly on this 
matter. If the intention 
is to proceed with the 
matter, I ask the au-
thorities to proceed 
posthaste.”

He said he was 
aware of the political 
implications.

“I was twice elected a 
member of parliament, 
serving the proud peo-
ple of Constituency 
Number Four. To the 
extent that any of my 

constituents become 
concerned, I hereby 
seek to allay your con-
cerns and assure you, 
that I have the utmost 
respect for the rule 
of law and the main-
tenance of law and 
order.”

Grant said the men and 
women in the police 
ranks have his fullest 
support. 

“While therefore, I 
am ready, willing and 
able to defend myself 
against any suggestion 
that I acted unlawfully 
in any way, I believe 
the whole incident 
should have never 
happened, and for 
that, I apologize pub-
licly and unreservedly. 

“My record of service 
to you can be justifi-
ably scrutinized, and I 
assure you that I will 
continue to do the 
best that I can, in my 
efforts to secure for 
you, a better standard 
of living in peace and 
security.”

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant
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