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WHO WILL REJECT 
THOSE FACTS?

For at least two years, Premier Mark Brantley has been publicly expressing his dis-
pleasure at the CBI monies being given to Nevis, insisting that it was not a “fair 
share”. By his own admission, he never said one word about it in cabinet during his 
almost seven years of sitting there. That approach was incongruous to say the least.

From the start, the issue could have been contentious, polarizing and possibly de-
structive to the Team Unity government, if Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris had 
all along adopted a ‘meet fire with fire’ approach. 

There must have been temptation to respond in like manner, but that would have cre-
ated unbearable tension, if not crippled the administration, so there was restraint…
until this week. 

Free from the confines of a cabinet that he clearly had begun to become wary of, 
and in an effort to once and for all set the record straight, Dr Harris issued what 
can be considered an explosive salvo to Mr. Brantley and the NIA, calling on them 
to account for more than $400M in budgetary support received from the Federal 
Government.

He claimed that Brantley is the one being unfair to the people of Nevis, by not tell-
ing them the facts.“They must account for the over $400M provided by this federal 
government to the people of Nevis, then let us see who is being unfair. For the year 
so far, it is almost $22M we already provided in budgetary support. We moved from 
nothing to $66M plus pharmaceuticals, plus the cost of STEP, plus the cost of PAP, 
plus the cost of the income support programmes we have provided, and even fuel 
support to operators in Nevis. “Somebody is being dishonest in their reporting, and 
the country does not need this kind of dishonesty from leadership playing games 
with the people of Nevis and the people of St Kitts and Nevis.”

Dr Harris described it as a political agenda to try and play divisive politics. “The 
unfairness now is those who have a political agenda. The unfairness talk is com-
ing from those who voted on the amounts in the budget year after year as fair and 
equitable, but now for petty politics, divisive politics, now for secessionist politics it 
is suddenly unfair.”

Dr Harris has not been known to be confrontational, and these revelations suggest 
that he has reached the end of this tether when it comes to being accused of short-
changing one section of the population. 

His claims are bolstered by figures; as Minister of Finance he would know the facts. 
The question is: who will reject those facts?

Byron-Nisbett 
lauds efforts in 

hospital upgrade

By Loshaun Dixon

Significant efforts to up-
grade the JNF Hospital 
have been made in the 
last two years, according 
to Minister of Health, 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett.

Speaking on public ra-
dio, the Minister said 
that they have made a 
lot of progress in up-
grading the hospital 
over the last 23 months, 
but also recognised that 
the massive project con-
tinues in earnest.

“I know there is a lot 
more that needs to be 
done.”

She said that she was 
frustrated that the proj-
ect could now be in 
jeopardy by the “petty 
political games and egos 
of a small number of 
politicians who would 
have put the project at 
risk”.

Byron-Nisbett however 
indicated that there are 
still a lot of improve-
ments that have been 
made at the hospital and 
have already begun. She 

said the facility now has 
a greater capacity, with 
more specialist doctors.

“We have more nurses, 
more emergency room 
doctors, and new am-
bulances. We have im-
proved our equipment 
and capabilities within 
the radiology unit and 
that unit is now digital.”

She said they will soon 
offer digital mammo-
gram services.

“I found it strange the 
hospital would not be 
able to provide that ser-
vice to our women. By 
June 5, we should be 
expecting on the ground 
new digital mammo-
grams for women with-
in the hospital.”

Byron-Nisbett said they 
will continue to make 
as much improvement 
within JNF.

“Our oncology unit can 
now provide even more 
services and a wider 
range of cancer needs, 
and we are happy to 
provide that service.

“We still have a huge 

amount of work to do 
to improve the facili-
ties at the hospital, and I 
know people have heard 
us talk about phase 
three renovation of the 
hospital. 

The plans have been 
agreed on and work of 
the design for phase 
three has already begun. 
This will include a new 
intensive care unit, a 
new dialysis unit, a psy-
chiatric unit, an MRI 
unit as well as other 
facilities such as a staff 
daycare Centre. Now 
our staff won’t have 
to be worried about 
where to leave children 
when they have certain 
shifts.”

The Minister indicated 
that a cafeteria, lecture 
theatre and Information 
Technology Unit are 
also in the plans for 
phase three.

“We are looking for-
ward to the work begin-
ning. Work to support 
the hospital cannot 
be done if we don’t 
have a strong economy 
and strong economic 
leadership.”

Minister of Health, Akilah Byron-Nisbett
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SKN to host 
exciting 

summer of 
cricket

By Loshaun Dixon 

The people of St Kitts and 
Nevis are set for an exciting 
summer of cricket with more 
than 30 high-profi le games set to 
be played in the coming months.

This week, Cricket West Indies 
announced the full match sched-
ule for the West Indies Senior 
Men’s team from June 16 to 
August 21. This will see visits 
to the region by Bangladesh, 
India and New Zealand, featur-
ing all three formats of cricket. 

India will visit St Kitts and 
Nevis as part of a white-ball 
tour that will commence on July 
22 in Trinidad and Tobago with 
three CG United ODIs from 

July 22 to 27 at Queen’s Park 
Oval, Port of Spain, followed 
by fi ve T20Is in three separate 
venues.

The fi rst T20I will be historic, 
as the fi rst-ever Men’s T20I 
to be played at the Brian Lara 
Cricket Academy in the south 
of Trinidad. 

The tour will then move to the 
Federation, as the venue for 
the back-to-back second and 
third T20I matches is Warner 
Park, St Kitts, coinciding 
with Emancipation Day and 
Culturama holiday celebrations. 

Minister of Sports Vincent 
Byron Jr on Wednesday in-
dicated that the Cabinet had 
approved for the games to be 

hosted in St Kitts.

“In August we have two ex-
citing T20 matches that the 
Cabinet has approved to be 
hosted here between the West 
Indies and Indian National 
Team. “We have approved for 
us to put together a local organ-
ising committee to work with 
Cricket West Indies to ensure 
that exciting cricket comes to 
St Kitts, and those cricket lov-
ers will be able to see the ex-
citing Indian Team fi rst, Kohli 
and others.” He also confi rmed 
that Warner Park will play host 
to 30-plus games associated 

with the Caribbean Premier 
League

“The CPL is on this year, and 
we are fortunate and privileged 
to host some 31 matches in 
this edition of the Caribbean 
Premier League, here in St 
Kitts. We are having an out-
standing period of cricket 
here.”

St Kitts was recently an-
nounced to be hosting seven 
games during the opening 
week of CPL, but Byron 
indicated that more cricket 
will be played. “There is 

something new the CPL 
is bringing to St Kitts and 
Nevis this year. For the first 
time ever there will be a 
women’s T20 in CPL, and 
all of their matches would 
be played here in St Kitts.”

Byron also disclosed 
that for the first time the 
CPL is putting on a T10 
competition.

“We have an exciting pro-
gramme coming, and we 
look forward for our people 
to be able to enjoy a fun-
filled sporting period.”

The people of St Kitts and Nevis are set for an exciting summer of cricket
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Offi  cials hoping to reopen 
JOW Primary School in Sept.

By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of St Kitts and 
Nevis has announced that they will 
look to have the Joshua Obidiah 
Williams Primary School recon-
structed by September, for the start 
of the new school year.

This comes less than an week af-
ter Police charged 42-year-old 
Andrea Greene of Molineaux for 
the offence of Setting Fire to a 
Public Building, namely the Joshua 

Obadiah Williams Primary School. 
Greene was charged on May 27, 
2022. She is currently in Police 
custody.

The offence was committed on 
March 18, 2022. 

Minister of Education and Attorney 
General Vincent Byron Jr said they 
want to ensure the school is rebuilt 
very quickly to be able to host stu-
dents in that area.

“We understand that this has been 

closed by arson. Someone is in po-
lice custody and has been denied 
bail and we are saddened by that.”

 “We want to be able to work hard 
to be able to have the school read-
ied by early September to have 
them continue their lives. Public 
Works have already been working 
to be able to have the plans put in 
place, and we hope that this would 
be able to be done in a short space 
of time.”

Currently, the students are being 

housed in the Explorers Club in 
Philipps.

On March 18, 2022, St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue Services 
Department in Tabernacle respond-
ed to a report of a fire at the school 
just before 10 p.m. When the Fire 
Officers arrived at the school they 
met several classrooms engulfed in 
flames.

 The classrooms from kindergar-
ten to grade five and their contents 
were completely destroyed.
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Exciting calendar 
of events 

for Child Month 

By Monique Washington 

With June being celebrated as Child 
Month in the Federation, an exciting 
calendar of events has been planned, 
with the anticipated second staging of 
the Prince and Princess Pageant on 
June 29 at the Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre. The first pageant was held in 
June 2019. 

The theme for this year’s celebration 
is “Recycle, Save the Earth for Our 
Children’s Future” 

Junior Minister of Education Hon 
Troy Liburd, during the launch of 
Child Month, said that the celebra-
tion this year “promises to be engag-
ing and interactive for our children. 
We will continue to do our utmost 
to protect our children and to keep 
them safe, while equipping them with 
knowledge and skills that they can 
use in the future”.

He pointed out that after navigating 
the COVID-19 pandemic for two 

years, there is now a “renewed sense 
of the importance of ensuring that 
we strive to secure the future for our 
children. All around the world and 
at all levels, we have seen the thrust 
towards going green and putting mea-
sures in place so that our children can 
have the best for their future”. 

This year, 10 preschools will par-
ticipate in the pageant. A boy-
and-girl team will represent each 
school. Participating schools 
are: Inez France Preschool, Naomi’s 
Preschool, Gingerland Preschool, 
Montessori Academy, St. John’s 
Preschool, Maude Crosse Preparatory 
School, Vern ‘N’ Llew Preschool, 
Charlestown Preschool; Combermere 
Preschool and V&J’s Preschool. 

Each school will be asked to pro-
mote one of the articles encompassed 
in the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, includ-
ing the right to food, clothing, and a 
safe place to live; the right to a good 
quality education, and the right to be 
treated fairly.  

Other activities for the month include: 
June 4, 11, 18 and 25 – Youth on the Go on VON Radio 
June 4 and 5 – Church Services. Each centre will select a church where they 
would worship. 
June 10 – Child Month Parade starting at the Old Artisan Village and culminat-
ing at Elquemedo T. Willett (ETW) Park. 
June 15 – Dancing Stars at Nevis Performing Arts Centre (NEPAC) commenc-
ing at 5:00 p.m.
June 21 – Children’s Matinee at NEPAC hosted by the V and J’s Preschool 
June 23 – Meet the Education Officials at the Malcolm Guishard Recreational 
Park 
June 24-  Preschoolers on Nevis will journey to St. Kitts for the annual Child 
Month Parade in Basseterre. 
June 29 – Prince and Princess Pageant at 5:00 p.m. at NEPAC 
June 30 – Recycle Day
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Harris blasts ex-ministers’ 
“deceitful politics” 

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris has 
indicated that he was 
unaware of claims he 
had undermined the 
six ministers sacked in 
May, noting there were 
no reports from any of 
the former ministers.  

Dr Harris described 
the change in tone as 
“deceitful politics.”

“There has never 
been any undermin-
ing reported by any 
minister. Never until 
now. This is part of 
the deceitful politics 
that has now been 
propagated by the six 

who had been sacked 
for non-performance 
by this Government.” 

He said the fact 
that the ministers 
for years had sup-
ported the budgetary 
allocation without 
complaints, makes 
it tougher to believe 
the claims. “Go back 

to the Budget debate, 
each and every one 
of them approved it; 
were satisfi ed that it 
had adequate resourc-
es to do the people’s 
work. What we had 
were lazy people; 
ministers who did not 
even know what was 
in a budget they pur-
portedly supported.”   

Dr Harris said the 
current Cabinet has 
made substantial 
progress in mobiliz-
ing resources for the 
commencement of 
several major projects 
that the original min-
isters were unable or 
unwilling to do.

“You have heard from 
the Attorney General. 
Within days he was 
able to do that which 
had not been done for 
several years while 
budgetary resources 
were being provided. 
Some ministers were 
busy in their private 
practices enriching 
themselves rather 
than serving the peo-
ple of this country, 
and then when their 
constituents could not 
see or benefi t from 
them they had to fi nd 
a scapegoat, and it 
was easy to say their 
hands were tied.”

He said however 
that he refused to be 
scapegoated.

“What we are having 
now is self-serving 

untruths by persons 
who were not dedi-
cated enough, not 
industrious enough, 
not faithful enough 
to the pledges they 
had made to save 
the people, and they 
are attempting to 
scapegoat.”

The former cabinet 
ministers have claimed 
that the leadership 
style of Dr Harris led 
to undermining.

“Your governance, as 
Prime Minister, has 
boldly incorporated 
a systematic program 
designed to undermine 
your Cabinet col-
leagues, interfere in 
the operations of their 
portfolios, and over-
see the inequitable 
distribution of govern-
ment resources, main-
ly through the Offi  ce 
of the Prime Minister, 
Ministry of Finance 
and the Ministry 
of Sustainable 
Development,” a letter 
from Shawn Richards 
and Mark Brantley 
read in April.

Dr Harris is unaware of claims he had undermined the 
six ministers sacked in May
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Vacancy
Chopsticks is looking fo 3 PANASIAN Chefs

Minimum 7 years experience
Email ChopstiskSkb@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco LTD

Location: St.Kitts, Position: Cigar Expert
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Prem Sadaragani

Seeking for a Chief,1 Person Required
Contact Romy: 760-5355

Vacancy
Fusion Metal Studio

Needs a Welder/ Fabricator and a Machinist
Contact# 765-1607/ 661-1607/469-1607

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Seeking a domestic helper who can cook 

jamaican and continental cuisine. Other du-
ties will be cleaning, ironing and baby sitting

contact: emergingsun@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Diamond Gemologist/Watch Horologist 

For our company - Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers (Port Zante, St. Kitts)

Vacancy

Bananas is looking for a Full-Time experi-
enced cook.  The cook must be able to work 
flexible hours and have experience in Patry.  

Interested persons are asked to call 469-1891 
or email gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299HOMES FOR SALE

Dwelling House on .22 acres 
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822

 
PRIME REAL ESTATE ON NEVIS 
 
 LOCATION: OUALIE BAY DEVELOPMENT 
 SIZE:  0.50 ACRES 
 
 LOCATION: ROUND HILL ESTATES 
 SIZE:  2.5 ACRES 
 
 LOCATION: ROUND HILL ESTATES 
 SIZE:  0.96 ACRES 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE HAD BY 
CALLING THE NUMBERS NOTED BELOW: 

 
 (869) 465-2887 
 (305) 907-1547 
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COVID-19 survivor donates antiviral 
drug to Alexandra Hospital

By Monique Washington

Twenty vials of the an-
tiviral drug Remdesivir 
were donated to the 
Alexandra Hospital 
last week Friday by 
Pastor Ron Daniel, who 
previously contracted 
COVID-19 virus, which 
almost took his life. 

Speaking with The 
Observer at the pre-
sentation, Dr  Juan 
Carlos Hernandez pro-
vided several details on 
Remdesivir.  

“It was the first 
COVID-19  antiviral 
accepted by the FDA 
in the United States 
and in the European 
Community,” he said.  

He explained how the 
drug works .

“It binds with one of the 
proteins in the virus and 
the final results would 
be the elimination of the 
virus. It has very posi-
tive effects in patients . 
Normally we don’t have 
it in the federation.” 

After handing over the 
drug, Daniel highlight-
ed his harrowing expe-
rience with COVID-19.

“It is my absolute 
pleasure to be here 

today.  Simply saying 
that means more to me 
than you would un-
derstand, because my 
battle with COVID-19 
was such that I was not 
even sure I would be 
alive today.  My condi-
tion was so severe that 
at one point I was not 
convinced that life as I 
know it would be pos-
sible for me,” he said.

Daniel said that during 
the ordeal, he was told 
he had died for at least 
ten minutes and had to 
be revived.  

“This happened more 
than once and in this 
next phase of my life, 
I intend to do all I can 
to be the best Christian 
I can, for as long as I 
can.” 

Daniel said that during 
his time at the hospital, 
his uncle,  Dr Gilbert 
Daniel, was able to 
source Remdesivir in 
the US, and  was able 
to get it via FedEx to 
Nevis in less than 48 
hours. 

“Funny thing is that 
when the medication 
arrived, I felt they were 
doing too much, be-
cause I was convinced 
Nevis had their own 
COVID medicine, 
hence there was no need 

for any from the USA.  I 
was told afterwards 
that there was no such 
COVID medication 
available in Nevis.  I 
had to be hooked up to 
the ventilator, but also 
needed the medication 
thereafter to be able to 
recover from COVID.” 

Daniel said that the vi-
rus severely damaged 
his heart and lungs. 

“I had to travel over-
seas last month for 
medical attention, to 
the USA, in Maryland 
where my Uncle Gilbert 
lives.  Through his net-
works he was able to get 
me to see some special-
ists in the field.  I visited 
two different cardiolo-
gists as well as a pul-
monologist for further 
attention and to have 
medical procedures 
done.” 

Daniel said that it was 
while he was in the US 
that he pleaded with 
the doctors there to see 
what could be done to 
make Remdesivir avail-
able in Nevis.  

“I explained that I sim-
ply could not leave the 
USA without the medi-
cation, as we were still 
struggling with COVID 
cases, and I was able 
to see that the COVID 

cases again were on 
the rise.  They prom-
ised that they would 
see what could be done, 
but they didn’t know 
that I wasn’t taking no 
for an answer, and I 
used all my powers of 
persuasion.” 

Daniel noted that he was 
able to secure 12 vials 
valued at over US$500 
each - approximately 
just under EC$20,000 in 
total.  

“Our donation is part of 
that extension, and the 
greatest thanks or re-
ward I can get is know-
ing that even one more 
life has been spared from 
COVID, and that person 
can contribute meaning-
fully to this place known 
as the ‘Queen of the 
Caribees’.  Our coun-
try’s motto is “Country 
above self” and I intend 
to do all that I can for my 
country. So this is just 
the start of my continu-
ous contributions to the 
hospital, and in particu-
lar, the nursing frater-
nity,” he said.

The Observer also spoke 
to Daniel’s wife, Tricia 
Daniel, who noted that 
the experience was 
“rough” .

“I could not be with 
him,  and I didn’t know 

what was going on in-
side. The nurses inside 
would take videos and 
send them to me, like 
when he was on the 
ventilator and couldn’t 
say anything. That really 
made me feel a part of 
the process,” she said 

Daniel spent two weeks 
in the hospital, and his 
wife said it was very 
hard for their three sons 
as well.  

“He was masked up 
and on the ventilator, 
so when they saw him 
for the first time it broke 
them.” 

“While I am thankful for 
the doctors, especially 
Dr Hernandez ,who 
was with me all through 
this journey, I want to 
also salute the nurses of 
Alexandra Hospital who 
showed me that their 
profession is a passion 
for them. They do not 
serve for a pay cheque, 
because I saw them 
jump through hoops up 
here and make the im-
possible possible, for the 
good of all the patients 
of Alexandra,” he said .   

“I am thankful to God 
once again for allowing 
me to still be in the land 
of the living; for allowing 
me to make the strategic 
connections in the USA 

to get these medication, 
and to allow me to be 
able to serve Him in his 
Ministry.  I thank God 
for a wife like mine, who 
is simply divine, and my 
children who continue 
to lift me up and carry 
me with their love.  My 
parents, Hastings and 
Mova Daniel, have been 
my rock throughout my 
life, but even more so 
throughout this process, 
and I don’t know where 
I would be without 
them.  I want to thank all 
my church family and 
everyone who prayed 
for me and joined Zoom 
prayer meetings, I am 
here because of your 
love and prayers.”

Daniel encour-
aged persons to fol-
low all COVID-19 
protocols and also to get 
vaccinated. 

“I know first-hand how 
deleterious and danger-
ous COVID can be, and 
I wouldn’t wish this or-
deal on anyone. I urge 
everyone to seriously 
consider vaccination 
if you have not done 
so, as well as taking all 
necessary precautions in 
terms of mask-wearing 
and sanitization of hands 
regularly.  COVID is 
no joke, and it is best 
to take all preventative 
measures.   

Pastor Ron Daniel (with jacket) presenting the items and subsequently posing with officials
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Daniel-Hodge, Isles and Bartlette 
are NRP’s Federal Candidates  

By Monique Washington  

Dr Janice Daniel-
Hodge, Rohan Isles and 
Dr Patricia Bartlette will 
be officially unveiled to-
day, Friday (June 3) as 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP)’s federal 
candidates for Nevis 
11 (St. James and St 
Thomas) Nevis 10 (St 
George’s Gingerland) 
and Nevis 9 (St John’s 
and St. Paul’s) respec-
tively, in the upcoming 
elections.  

According to candi-
date Bartlette, this was 
decided upon as the best 
option to contest this 
elections, as new and 

fresh candidates were 
not “willing or able at 
this point in time”. 

“We would have had 
a fresh slate of candi-
dates for the local elec-
tion…Here comes this 
federal election. We 
tried to see in this short 
period of time, with 
the circumstances that 
were presented to us, to 
see if we could find al-
ternative candidates…
new, fresh candidates 
to put forward, however 
because of the circum-
stances, we just could 
not find anyone who 
was willing or able at 
this point in time.” 

Bartlette said 

that through dialogue 
with their constituents, 
they realized “they 
didn’t necessarily want 
us to go the way CCM 
(Concerned Citizens 
Movement) was going, 
by recycling the same 
candidates for local 
(election) as well as fed-
eral (election)” .

“So we have advanced 
the names of three of 
our candidates who 
have been preparing for 
the local elections  but 
they were most prepared 
to go into battle for this 
election. We are going 
to contest one election 
at a time, and if we have 
to make amendments 
to our constitution to 

facilitate the circum-
stances in which we find 
ourselves, then we will 
do so. But we are going 
to contest one election 
at a time.”

Leader of the NRP, Dr 
Janice Daniel-Hodge, 
had indicated previ-
ously that the party 
would take a policy 
position with regards 
to providing the best 
representation for 
the people of Nevis. 

“You do not have the 
same candidate in 
both assemblies at 
the same time. As it 
is right now, we are 
all new candidates so 
to speak. None of us, 

with the exception of 
the Honourable Cleone 
Stap le ton-Simmons 
who is in the Nevis 
Island Assembly, none 
of our other candidates 
are holding seats,” she 
said.  

Bartlette assured if 
she is elected in the 
Federal Parliament and 
also wins in the NIA, 
she would give one 
of her salaries to her 
constituents.   

“If I was to win the 
Federal election and 
the local election 
came shortly there-
after, I would make 
myself available to 
run. If I was to be 

offered a position in the 
Federal cabinet I would 
not accept it with a 
portfolio, because 
my focus will be on 
Nevis Administration. 
If I was offered a sec-
ond salary, it would go 
towards at least 20 of 
the constituents who 
I am representing, to 
make sure their lives 
are better. I would 
not take a cent of that 
money on principle, 
because I feel that is 
wrong,” she said. 

An official date for the 
Federal Election has 
not been announced as 
yet, but it will be held 
by August. 

Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge Dr Patricia Bartlette  Rohan Isles
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Phipps slams vengeful document leak
By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Government 
Senator Wendy Phipps 
is slamming the leak-
ers of Cabinet submis-
sions from January, that 
reveal the honorarium 
received by members 
of the COVID-19 task 
force in which she is 
included.

The document was 
circulated on social 

media on Tuesday, and 
revealed the sums paid 
out to the COVID-19 
Task Force.

Phipps on Wednesday 
confi rmed that portions 
of a Cabinet submis-
sion, number 236 of 
2021, were on social 
media. 

“The Cabinet submis-
sion was drafted on 
or about December 6, 
2021, following almost 

two months of dis-
cussion between the 
Cabinet and the Ministry 
of Finance, as to an ap-
propriate mechanism or 
framework with which 
to say thank you to the 
Task Force.”

She said the submis-
sion was dealt with on 
January 10. 

‘On January 10, every 
single Cabinet member, 
save for the Honourable 

Attorney General, was 
present at Cabinet. 
When that agenda item 
came up for that meet-
ing and I recognised that 
it was going to be the 
next item for discussion, 
I recused myself from the 
Cabinet meeting, because 
I knew in addition to the 
persons who were pro-
posed for an honorarium, 
the names of Vincent 
Byron and Wendy Phipps 
were on that list, and it 
was the appropriate thing 

to have done to exit the 
room, so I do not infl u-
ence a discussion in 
which the outcome would 
more than likely see me 
being a benefi ciary of an 
honorarium.”

She indicated after the 
matter had been dis-
cussed for about 15 
minutes, she was called 
back to the Cabinet room 
and was informed of the 
Cabinet’s decision. “By 
January 21, acting on the 
instruction of the Cabinet 
Secretary… the payments 
were made to the mem-
bers of the Task Force. 
The payments were done 
discreetly, right in this 
very building, on Friday, 
January 21, with a senior 
offi  cial from the Ministry 
of Finance being pres-
ent, and having signed 
for them, the same ben-
efi ciaries who were asked 
to walk with an ID.” She 
said that for months after 
the monies were paid out, 
there was no leaking, and 
questions of the leak were 
related to the concerning 
activities of SCASPA and 
the Urban Development 
Corporation (UDC).

“February 21 came, no 
leaking of anything; 
March 21 came, no leak-
ing of anything; April 21 
no leaking. May 31 came 
and that happened.”

Phipps said cabinet 

documents are privileged 
documents.

“People who sit in a cabi-
net have to take an oath of 
offi  ce before you can as-
sume any type of role in 
the Cabinet.”

She believed it was done 
in retaliation for the 
revealing concerns at 
SCASPA and UDC

“My position is, if you 
want to take issue with a 
Minister of Government 
over a payment that 
Minister of Government 
received, you have no 
business, whatsoever, 
compromising senior civ-
il servants in that process.

“What I saw yesterday 
had all of the names plain 
as day, and I don’t know 
what was the aim of all of 
that.”

She said this type of infor-
mation being circulated 
on social media does not 
help anybody. 

“What it does is enable 
further distrust in terms of 
government access, espe-
cially when matters come 
before the cabinet.”

The senator said it could 
have implications for 
others who may apply 
for government fi nancial 
assistance, and may feel 
threatened by this leak.

Senator Wendy Phipps
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Citizens and Residents Urged 
To Prepare as The 2022 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season Commences

Today, Wednesday, June 01, marks the offi  cial start of the 2022 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season, which experts are predicting to be above-average in 
terms of hurricane activity.

As such Attorney General and Chair of the Disaster Mitigation Council, 
the Honourable Vincent Byron is urging citizens and residents of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, who have not yet done so, to begin early preparations to protect 
life and property in the event of a hurricane.

“I want…to encourage all of us to be aware of our surroundings at home 
to ensure that our shutters are in good stead; that hanging trees that can 
impact your buildings and aff ect your properties be trimmed; that we look 
around our properties and make sure that everything is in order,” Minister 

Byron said.

The Chair of the Disaster Mitigation Council further noted that the National 
Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) had begun its preparations in 
anticipation of the hurricane season.

He added, “The district committees have been in place and have been 
meeting, and so we want to assure you and the country that we take this 
hurricane season very seriously.”

A special service will be held later today (June 01) at the Pentecostal 
Church of God where prayers will be off ered for a safe and calm hurricane 
season.
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Nevis Premier, 
proprietors turn sod 
as Paradise Beach 

Resort begins 
rebuilding process

NIA

Premier Hon. Mark 
Brantley, Minister of 
Tourism in the Nevis 

Island Administration 
(NIA), along with 
proprietor Mr. James 
Cabourne, turned sod 
on Saturday, May 28, 
2022, to signal the 

start of construction 
to rebuild the section 
of the Paradise Beach 
Resort destroyed by 

Cont'd on Page 21
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MOENT Tv Launching In July 2022 
(SKNIS): 

A new television (TV) 
channel from St. Kitts 
and Nevis will hit the 
airwaves next month as 
the government con-
tinues its strategy to 
develop and promote 
local artists as well as 
to enhance the fi lm 
industry.

Honourable Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett, the 
Minister responsible 
for the Ministry of 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , 
Entertainment and 
Talent Development 

(MoENT), said the new 
channel would open up 
new opportunities.

“The Ministry is proud 
to be able to launch 
on the 1st of July 
its own TV channel 
which we are calling 
MoENT TV,” she stat-
ed at a Cabinet Press 
Conference held at the 
NEMA Conference 
Room on Wednesday, 
June 01, 2022. “The 
objective of this chan-
nel is to showcase local 
talent by providing free 
access to a platform 
dedicated to airing lo-
cally created creative 

content around the 
clock.”

Additional objectives 
highlighted included 
aiding creatives in en-
hancing their craft by 
setting content quality 
standards akin to inter-
national TV channels 
and providing a revenue 
stream to creatives by 
channelling advertising 
revenue to the creatives 
for ads that run during 
their product airtime.

MoENT TV will be 
featured in the chan-
nel line-up off ered by 
The Cable, the main 

provider of cable televi-
sion in St. Kitts.

“We are working very 
closely with The Cable 
to ensure that this chan-
nel does not just have 
reach locally, but it will 
also have reach region-
ally and internationally 
as well,” Honourable 
Byron-Nisbett indicated.

She added that com-
munication with some 
international providers 
has being positive with 
a commitment made to 
air the content from St. 
Kitts and Nevis when it 
becomes available.
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PM: Brantley, NIA must account 
for over $400M in support

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister of St 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris has 
called upon the Premier 
of Nevis Mark Brantley 
to account for the more 
than $400M in bud-
getary support given 
to the Nevis Island 
Administration from the 
Federal Government.

Responding fur-
ther to claims about 
Nevis not receiving its 
fair share of monies 
from Citizenship By 
Investment, Dr. Harris 
challenged Brantley to 
show how the money 
had been used.

“They must account for 
the over $400M provid-
ed by this federal gov-
ernment to the people 
of Nevis, then let us see 
who is being unfair.”

The Prime Minister 
claimed that Brantley 
is the one being unfair 
to the people of Nevis, 
by not telling them the 
facts.

“For the year so far, 
it is almost $22M we 
already provided in 
budgetary support. We 
moved from nothing 
to $66M plus pharma-
ceuticals, plus the cost 
of STEP, plus the cost 
of PAP, plus the cost 
of the income support 
programmes we have 
provided, and even fuel 
support to operators in 
Nevis.

“Somebody is being 
dishonest in their re-
porting, and the coun-
try does not need this 
kind of dishonesty 
from leadership playing 
games with the people 
of Nevis and the people 
of St Kitts and Nevis.”

The Prime Minister 
questioned who de-
termines what is a fair 
share.

“Fair share for whom? 

Fair share for St Kitts, 
fair share for the people 
of Nevis, and a fair 
share for the entity that 
is the federal structure. 
Who determines that 
and on what basis is this 
to be done?

“I submit to you that 
we have been the best 
federal government on 
record, and every pre-
mier and every minis-
ter of the Nevis Island 
Administration has said 
that we have been so 
wonderful.”

Dr Harris reminded of 
Brantley’s words, not-
ing it has been the best 
relationship between St 
Kitts and Nevis.

“So what is the issue 
then? Seek for truth and 
you will find it.”

He said that Vance 
Amory wrote to him 
while he (Amory) was 

Premier, and requested 
$30M as a fair and equi-
table distribution to the 
people of Nevis. 

“I accepted, and every 
month we paid $2.5M 
to accumulate to a total 
of $30M.”

The prime minister add-
ed that when Brantley 
became the premier of 
Nevis, he too wrote re-
questing what he deter-
mined was a fair share 
for the people of Nevis. 

“A whopping 50 percent 
increase he requested. 
$45M determined by 
them. It is not I who 
pulled the figures. In 
every letter that is there 
on the records, it would 
reflect these are the re-
quests they determined 
were reasonable, but 
when it suits them they 
want to change the goal-
posts. “We moved from 
$30M to $45M within a 

short window of time, 
and everything was 
good and dandy.”

Dr Harris said that after 
the budget, in which 
they had requested the 
$45M for 2022, the 
Premier of Nevis asked 
to increase it to $66M.

“What do you think 
he was asking for? An 
unfair portion or a fair 
and equitable portion of 
what he deemed was re-
quired? It is he who was 
asking. It is he who has 
put that in writing and 
we agreed to provide 
$66M - a 46.7 percent 
increase in budgetary 
support.

“Where else in the world 
you can get those kinds 
of jumps in revenue? 
By the end of 2022 we 
are talking 66M, hav-
ing started around 2016 
with 30M… over 100 
percent increase. How 

could that figure in any 
language be unreason-
able and unfair?”

He said it was a political 
agenda to try and play 
divisive politics.

“The unfairness now is 
those who have a politi-
cal agenda. The unfair-
ness talk is coming from 
those who voted on the 
amounts in the budget 
year after year as fair 
and equitable, but now 
for petty politics, divi-
sive politics, now for 
secessionist politics it is 
suddenly unfair.”

He also disclosed that 
along with the $66M 
commitment, the feder-
al government assisted 
several other expendi-
tures for the NIA. 

“We procure their phar-
maceuticals, in addition 
to what we are giv-
ing to direct budgetary 

support at their request. 
Although education is 
part of the subject of 
the NIA, it is the federal 
government paying the 
economic cost. It never 
used to be that in time 
before us.

“In addition to the 
$66M, we have paid 
millions of dollars to 
the STEP workers who 
are managed by the 
NIA and its functionar-
ies. Did you know that 
in the PAP programme 
we are paying millions 
of dollars of it for those 
in Nevis who have ap-
plied and qualified? In 
addition to the 66M, the 
cost of the security ser-
vices in Nevis, that too 
is being carried by the 
federal government. 

He added that the po-
lice is also the respon-
sibility of the federal 
government.

Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Timothy Harris
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fire in November 
2021.

“On Saturday I was 

privileged to turn 
the soil at the icon-
ic Paradise Beach 
Resort to mark the 

start of construction 
for their new restau-
rant and beach bar 
after a tragic fire 

Nevis Premier, 
proprietors turn sod 
as Paradise Beach 

Resort begins 
rebuilding process

destroyed what they 
had before.

“The new and ex-
panded restaurant 
and bar promises to 
take the dining ex-
perience in Nevis to 
an even new level of 
haute cuisine.

I congratulate James 
Cabourne and his en-
tire team at Paradise 
Beach Resort and 
we look forward to 
a speedy construc-
tion completion,” he 
said, congratulating 
the staff at the villa 
resort for “quietly 
creating one of the 
most luxurious re-
sort offerings in the 

Caribbean.”

The fire had de-
stroyed the structure 
which acted as the 
kitchen, bar and res-
taurant, impacting 
the resort’s ability 
to operate as nor-
mal during the busy 
tourist season on the 
island. The Premier 
had visited the scene 
and conveyed his 
sadness at the exten-
sive damage caused 
by the blaze.

The owners’ move 
to rebuild demon-
strates that inves-
tors continue to have 
confidence in Nevis 
and in the investor 

friendly environment 
that the NIA has cre-
ated on our island, 
said Mr. Brantley.

Paradise Beach 
Resort, located in St. 
James’ Parish, is a 
5-Star villa resort sit-
uated just steps away 
from the beach. 

The property, which 
boasts13-luxury vil-
las and beach houses, 
took the top prize 
in the “Best Villa 
Resort of the Year” 
category at the 2021 
Caribbean World 
Travel & Living 
Awards.

Cont'd from  Page 18
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Federal Cabinet Continues To 
Power Ahead In Delivering For The 

People Of St. Kitts And Nevis
(Press Unit in the Offi  ce 
of the Prime Minister)

Notwithstanding a 
change in its com-
position, the Federal 
Cabinet of the 
Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, under 
the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, continues to 

forge ahead with the 
hard work of deliver-
ing for the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

This was confi rmed to-
day (Wednesday, June 
01) when the Cabinet 
hosted a press confer-
ence to update citizens 
and residents on devel-
opments since the ap-
pointment of the new 
Cabinet about three 

weeks ago, and on sig-
nifi cant milestones that 
have been achieved in 
that short time.

In his remarks, Prime 
Minister Harris stated 
that the “highly mo-
tivated” Cabinet has 
been meeting regularly 
under his leadership 
with full participation.

The Prime Minister 

said, “I and my min-
isters are engaged in a 
huge amount of work 
at Cabinet to drive 
forward programmes, 
right across govern-
ment and its indi-
vidual ministries and 
departments, aimed 
at securing the future 
stability and prosper-
ity of this country 
that I love so dearly, 
and on improving the 

lives of all citizens 
and residents of our 
Federation. While 
some are busy creat-
ing mischief, propa-
gating falsehoods and 
playing politics, we in 
this Cabinet have been 
working hard and de-
livering for our people 
and getting our beloved 
country back on track 
after the diffi  cult times 
brought on globally by 

the COVID-19 pan-
demic and other 
externalities.”

Dr. Harris used the 
occasion to express 
his appreciation to his 
Cabinet colleagues 
and the senior civil 
servants for the hard 
work and service they 
continue to render 

Cont'd on  Page 23
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faithfully to their country.

“My government is not simply continuing on an 
even keel, carrying out business as usual. It has 
been powering ahead at full steam, delivering 
for the people of St. Kitts and Nevis day in, day 
out,” the Prime Minister said.

One such deliverable, as outlined by Prime 
Minister Harris, was the payment of a 10-percent 
salary increase for employees and pensioners of 

the Government.

The honourable Prime Minister said the ten per-
cent increase is “a major policy delivery that 
will make a very real diff erence to a very great 
number of people at this diffi  cult time. We thank 
God for this provision. Indeed, the payment of 
the retroactive portion of the 10 percent increase 
covering the months of January to April, re-
sulted in a signifi cant $9.2 million extra being 
invested in our people and our economy at this 
time. Over one thousand and sixty-six (1,066) 
wage earners, three thousand eight hundred and 

twenty-two (3,822) salaried employees and one 
thousand three hundred and fi fty-seven (1,357) 
pensioners and over two thousand fi ve hundred 
(2,500) STEP workers have benefi ted. This is a 
signifi cant relief provided at this time.”

Additionally, the new Cabinet oversaw the 
smooth transition of some 467 former STEP em-
ployees into the public service as Government 
Auxiliary Employees (GAEs) eff ective May 01, 
2022. The process of regularizing STEP workers 
into the public service will continue apace over 
the coming months.

Federal Cabinet Continues To 
Power Ahead In Delivering For The 

People Of St. Kitts And Nevis
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