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LET US NOT 
SET OUR 
NATION 
BACK

The pledge by Dr. Timothy Harris to continue serving selflessly takes on even 
greater significance when the goings-on of the past few weeks are considered.

It has been all about personal agendas, selfishness and attempts to destroy a 
solid foundation.

It should be about altruism, building stability and prosperity.

As Dr. Harris pertinently noted, “Leadership is also about making the right 
decisions at the right time, and in the national interest. The country needs a 
cabinet devoted to service.

With an election fast approaching, we at The Observer believe that what the 
country also needs at this juncture is for there to be an atmosphere free from 
fear and intimidation. 

The politicians are also asked to recognise that they have a responsibility to 
speak the truth; to not mislead the people; to display a level of maturity and 
sound judgement that will preserve the peace and tranquility.

This will be a consequential election; the stakes are extremely high. Let us not 
lose our heads and set our nation back decades.

‘Patches’ longing 
for more service

By Loshaun Dixon 

Former Representative 
for East Basseterre, 
Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd, 
has confirmed that he 
will be contesting in 
the upcoming General 
Election, noting that he 
is longing to continue 
his service to the peo-
ple of his constituency.

It is anticipated that 
he will be the People’s 
Labour Party’s can-
didate for that con-
stituency – Number 
One. The party is led 
by Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris.

Liburd represented 
East Basseterre af-
ter victory by a slim 
margin on a People’s 
Action Movement 
ticket in 2015, and 
served in Team Unity’s 
first term as Minister of 
Public Infrastructure. 
He was replaced as 
PAM’s candidate for 
the area in 2021 after 
a narrow defeat in the 
2020 elections.

Liburd, who currently 
serves as St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ Permanent 
Representative to the 
United Nations, said 

he is returning home 
to serve the people.

“I’m going to pack 
my bags because I 
am longing to focus 
on serving my people 
in St Kitts and Nevis, 
and continue help-
ing my people of East 
Basseterre. 

I am very humbled 
that the people of East 
Basseterre consider 
me worthy to represent 
them. I am humbled 
that I had the opportu-
nity to represent East 
Basseterre.”

He said he has unfin-
ished business within 
the constituency.

“I did not do all the 
things that I intended to 
do, and for that, I hum-
bly apologise.”

Speaking on the radio 
Monday, Liburd said 
that he will never de-
cline to serve the peo-
ple of East Basseterre

“Yes, I am running. 
For those who continue 
to ask if I am running, 
yes, I am available 
to the people in East 
Basseterre. I have 

already said, wherever I 
am going they are com-
ing with me. I wish to 
assure them again that I 
am not going anywhere 
without them.”

Liburd said right now 
there are three candi-
dates in East Basseterre, 
and declared himself 
the best option for the 
people of the area.

“I have done many 
t h i n g s … E a s t 
Basseterre, the time is 
coming to get back the 
real representation, and 
very soon I will tell you 
of the unfinished task 
that I will complete 
once you give me that 
opportunity. You know 
me and I know you.

“I continue to do for 
you. I don’t need to be 
in government to do for 
you my people of East 
Basseterre. My minis-
try of giving will con-
tinue to thrive whether 
I’m in government or 
not. The constituency 
in which I was born, the 
constituency in which 
I was raised, and the 
constituency in which 
I still live, I am avail-
able always to serve 
you.”

Former Representative for East Basseterre, Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
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Team Unity: How 
it started, where 

it went wrong

By Loshaun Dixon 

It was in December of 
2012 when then-Leader 
of the Opposition Mark 
Brantley fi led a Motion 
of No Confi dence 
(MoNC) in the then 18-
year St Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
administration led by 
Prime Minister Dr 
Denzil Douglas, that 
would lay the founda-
tion that would topple 
the administration just 
two years later.

The MoNC fi led by 
Brantley was announced 
in a press conference 
hosted by the St. Kitts op-
position People’s Action 
Movement (PAM) and 
the Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM). 

At the time of the fi ling, 
it was publicly known 
of a rift between PM 
Douglas and his Deputy 
PM Sam Condor and 
Senior Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris.

January 2013

Fast forward to January 
and more than a month 
after the MoNC had 
been fi led and not heard, 
Condor and Harris came 
under increasing pres-
sure to indicate whether 

they would support a 
MoNC fi led against the 
government they were a 
part of.

PM Douglas warned his 
two most senior Cabinet 
Ministers that they 
should either resign or 
submit their resignations 
if they intended to op-
pose the government’s 
policies.

However, on January 
25, Dr Douglas sacked 
Senior Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris due to 
his opposition to two 
recent government-
sponsored legislation, 
including one to in-
crease the number of 
senators in the National 
Assembly.

While Condor too had 
opposed the legislation 
in question, Dr Douglas 
had opted just to remove 
Dr Harris.

“He has consistently re-
fused to confi rm to the 
Cabinet that he will sup-
port the budget when it 
comes before the parlia-
ment for approval, and 
he has refused to confi rm 
to Cabinet that he will 
vote against a Motion 
of No Confi dence in the 
Government of which 
he is a Senior Minister,”  
Douglas said in a 

statement.

Five days later Deputy 
Prime Minister Condor 
tendered his resignation 
from the Cabinet.

April 2013

Members of the op-
position including 
the People’s Action 
Movement and other 
parliamentarians that 
did not support the 
government of Prime 
Minister Douglas, took 
court action to try and 
force the administra-
tion and the Speaker of 
the National Assembly, 
to institute measures to 
have a Motion of No 
Confi dence tabled in the 
country’s parliament, 
without delay after 
months of abeyance.

The legal action com-
menced 4th April 2013, 
in the name of six of the 
11 elected parliamen-
tarians in the National 
Assembly, namely 
Mark Brantley, Shawn 
Richards, Eugene 
Hamilton, Sam Condor, 
Vance Amory and Dr. 
Timothy Harris.

June 2013 

More than six months 
Cont'd on Page 9

Team Unity 2020
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New multipurpose lab planned for Nevis  
By Monique Washington  

 “A welcomed development” is proposed for the 
island of Nevis, in the form of a multipurpose 
lab, which will be funded by the United States 
Government through the United States Southern 
Command. 

Speaking at his monthly press conference on 
Thursday, Premier Mark Brantley said that on 
Wednesday (May 25) a two-man team from the US 
Southern Command visited, to review and assist 
the Nevis Island Administration in selecting an ap-
propriate site for the construction of a multipurpose 
lab on the island. 

He added that the lab will be built using grant fund-
ing from the United States government . 

 “The team would have collected pertinent 

information that will be used in developing the 
proposed architectural plans for the lab,” he said.  

Brantley noted that the lab will have two broad ele-
ments and objectives ; 1 to ensure that items that 
are traded are scientifi cally safe , and 2; to ensure 
that the food and water consumed in the federation 
are safe.  

He said that the lab in Nevis will specifi cally ad-
dress food , water and air quality, which falls under 
chemistry and microbiology . 

“The lab in St Kitts is already concerned with the 
fi rst objective, which is to ensure that items that are 
traded are scientifi cally safe,” Brantley said.  

At the proposed multipurpose lab, there will be 
testing of all packaged bottled water, an occasional 
resource for environmental health and water de-
partment samples when required, testing dialysis 

machines in-between patients for both chemistry 
and microbiology, providing indoor air quality ser-
vices  for mold gases and particulate matter, test-
ing food and beverages for allegiant toxins, and 
testing fi sh as well as fi sh products for toxins to 
ensure quality is intact and of course improved for 
consumers. 

The lab will also have an area dedicated to testing 
for viruses such as COVID 19, and to store vac-
cines under low temperatures. 

Brantley expressed his heartfelt thanks to the US 
government through the United States Southern 
Command, for agreeing to consider funding for the 
multipurpose lab. 

“This is a welcomed development for the island 
of Nevis and we are looking forward in terms of 
building out our developmental agenda,” he said. 
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Dr. Harris reaffirms commitment 
to selfless service

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris has 
pledged to continue 
serving selflessly, and 
to deliver for the people 
of St Kitts and Nevis, 
noting the seven years 
of his leadership have 
brought prosperity to 
the federation. He also 
emphasized that he still 
has the vision of deliv-
ering a stronger, safer 
future.

“There is the same 
commitment to selfless 
service, same commit-
ment to bringing all our 
people together, irre-
spective of their politi-
cal association. That’s 
what we have built; that 
is what the cabinet even 
now reflects.

“We have some that 
have opted-out, but 
their agenda has never 
been about the people. 
When we begin now to 
put the pieces together, 
it has always been a 
selfish agenda.”

He said the people 
will have an opportu-
nity to benefit from his 
leadership

“The experience I have 
had, doing so exception-
ally well over the last 
seven years, provides 
me with a solid founda-
tion on which to build 
and continue the legacy 
of unity in our country.

Dr. Harris said the 
Cabinet and the wider 
government have been 
working hard for the 
people

“Throughout these dif-
ficult times as the Prime 
Minister and National 
Leader, I have focused 
relentlessly on building 
stability and prosperity 
of our two-island fed-
eration, and building a 
sustainable future for 
our people in the long 
term, making sure the 
recovery benefits all our 

people, in all our com-
munities, in both of our 
islands.”

He added that he has 
appreciated that leader-
ship is about making 
tough decisions, many 
of which he has had to 
make.

“Leadership is also 
about making the right 
decisions at the right 
time, and in the national 
interest. I am proud of 
what we have been able 
to achieve as a govern-
ment and a people over 
the last seven years.”

Dr. Harris said that 
crime was out of control 
before he took office 
as Prime Minister and 
made moves to address 
it.

“Over the past seven 
years, we have reversed 
this with patience, com-
passion, and the right 
security strategy.”

The prime minister said 
that he will continue to 
do all in his powers to 
ensure the future is bet-
ter for the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis 

“The policies which we 
will unfold will largely 
set us apart from the 
others. Government is 
about delivering for the 
people.”

He added that the cur-
rent cabinet will contin-
ue to work selflessly for 
the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis.

“While some are up 
to political games. I 
and the cabinet have 
been busy stabilising 
the country against in-
credible odds - doing 
the people’s work and 
working to ensure we 
can deliver alternative 
energy programmes 
with cleaner and safer 
energy for our people.

“We have been work-
ing hard to ensure that 
the water problems that 

have been left unsolved 
by previous adminis-
trations will be solved 
under an administration 
led by me. Yes, we will 
work even harder in 
ensuring every student 
leaving our institutions 
of learning will have op-
tions in terms of work.”

Dr. Harris said that they 
will ensure that social 
safety nets bring the 
requisite level of sup-
port to the poor and 
needy.

“I pledged to do all in 
my power for the people 
of St Kitts and Nevis.”

Addressing the changes 
in the composition of 
the Cabinet, Dr Harris 
said the current cabinet 
is “industrious and com-
mitted to the country.”

“I am satisfied and I 
want to commend all of 
them. The team we now 
have is one committed 
to national duty. They 
have now taken on ad-
ditional portfolios, and 
they are not complain-
ing, but working very 
hard to ensure the gov-
ernment continues to 
deliver for the people.”

He said the country 
needs a cabinet devoted 
to service.

“I think the cabinet now 
constituted reflects that. 
They are at work, with 
no absenteeism, which 
is critical. A cohesive, 
united cabinet; united 
to deliver the services 
to the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis.”

Dr. Harris said that go-
ing forward, he wants a 
cabinet of people mo-
tivated by service, not 
personal agendas.

“I think the persons that 
are there now are cer-
tainly humbled by the 
opportunity to serve the 
people and the country, 
and I believe they are 
therefore performing 
excellently.”

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris`
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after the MoNC was 
filed it still had not been 
heard in the National 
Assembly, and the two 
former government 
Ministers launched their 
new political party, the 
People’s Labour Party 
(PLP). 

Dr Harris was identi-
fied as the leader of the 
newly-formed party, and 
speaking at the party’s 
launch, declared that 
they chose to form the 
new political party be-
cause “we are commit-
ted to a better St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

July 2013

Condor and Harris of-
ficially crossed the floor 
during a July 8 sitting 
of Parliament where 
they sat with Opposition 
members. Speaker of 
the National Assembly 
Curtis Martin explained 
the matter.

“Today, I have received 
– just before Parliament 
began – I received a let-
ter and I also received 
verbal notice from 
the Members for St. 
Christopher Three and 
St. Christopher Seven 
regarding their seat-
ing arrangement in the 
National Assembly. 
They have asked that 
their seats be taken up 
in the back centre por-
tion of the Opposition 
Benches”  

September 2013

The idea of the now 
opposition unifying as 
they had the majority 
of elected members in 
the National Assembly 
and forming one politi-
cal movement, had been 
accepted by the three 
parties who sat on those 
benches.

It came to fruition on 
September 26 when the 
Team Unity concept was 
officially launched at a 
massive rally at Green 
Lands Pasture. The 

parties were the People’s 
Action Movement 
(PAM), led by Shawn 
Richards; the People’s 
Labour Party (PLP), led 
by Dr Timothy Harris; 
and the Concerned 
Citizens’ Movement 
(CCM), led by then 
Premier of Nevis, 
Vance Amory.

Dr Timothy Harris 
was that night an-
nounced as the leader 
of Team Unity and 
Shawn Richards and 
Mark Brantley was 
announced as Deputy 
Leaders of a three-par-
ty coalition.

“St. Kitts and Nevis 
will never be the same 
again. To God be the 
glory, great things He 
has done and great 
things we will do. 
What they said was 
impossible to happen...
it has happened before 
your very eyes.”

The arrangement was 
also announced that no 
leader would serve for 
more than two terms.

December 2013

Dr Harris gave the 
response to the 2014 
Budget address by 
PM Douglas that is 
traditionally done 
by the Leader of the 
Opposition who was 
at that time, Mark 
Brantley. He chal-
lenged the then admin-
istration to have the 
MoNC tabled after it 
had not been heard for 
more than a year.

June 2014

Team Unity opened 
its Campaign 
Headquarters on 
Wednesday, June 25th 
in front of thousands 
of supporters.

Located at the cor-
ner of Fort and 
Cayon Streets in the 
heart of Basseterre, 
the Campaign 
H e a d q u a r t e r s 
would become “the 

centralized point for 
all Team Unity-related 
information and 
activities.” 

December 2014

In December 2017 
members of PAM, PLP 
and CCM signed an 
agreement dubbed the 
“Charlestown Accord”.

The ‘Charlestown 
Accord’ was presented 
by the members of the al-
liance as the formalizing 
of several agreements 
and commitments that 
Team Unity promised 
to the people of Nevis 
by the Team Unity 
Government if the candi-
dates of the tri-party were 
to be successful in the up-
coming general election 
to form the next Federal 
Government.

Some of the agreements 
that the Accord promised 
included:

1. Nevis shall receive its 
fair and equitable share of 
natural resources based 
on the pro rata popula-
tion basis to ensure that 
Nevisians too will benefit 
fairly from the returns of 
national investments;

2. Revenue from pass-
port processing, and fees 
under the Citizenship by 
Investment Programme 
shall be shared equitably 
with the Nevis Island 
Administration, based 
on a pro-rata population 
basis;

3. Revenue from the 
Sugar Investment 
Diversification Fund 
(SIDF) or its successor 
agency shall be shared 
equitably with the Nevis 
Island Administration 
on a pro-rata population 
basis.

January 2015

During an emergency 
sitting of the National 
Assembly on January 
16th, 2015, the then-
Prime Minister Dr Denzil 
Douglas read a draft 
proclamation outlining 

the revised constituency 
boundaries that were to 
come into force for the 
next general elections.

During the sitting, Dr 
Douglas said the reason 
for being there was for 
the draft proclamation 
to be laid and debated in 
the National Assembly, 
after which it was to be 
approved by resolution 
of the House.

Shortly after the resolu-
tion was passed in the 
National Assembly on 
the evening of January 
16th, 2015, the then-
Gove rno r-Gene ra l 
made the proclamation 
at 6:20 pm. At about 
6:30 pm, the then-Prime 
Minister announced on 
the steps of Government 
Headquarters that he had 
advised the Governor-
General to dissolve the 
Parliament with imme-
diate effect.

He announced February 
16 as Election Day, with 
Nomination Day being 
February 6.

At 7:38 pm, an injunc-
tion was granted to 
the then-Opposition 
Team Unity alliance 
and served on the then-
Attorney-General at ap-
proximately 8:20pm.

Thousands of sup-
porters of Team Unity 
and the SKNLP stood 
outside Government 
Headquarters as the 
matter proceeded in-
side the Parliamentary 
Chambers.

As the election ap-
proached, however, both 
political sides were tied 
up in a legal battle as to 
which boundaries would 
be used in the election.

February 2015 

Questions remained as to 
what boundaries would 
be used during the elec-
tion.  Team Unity were 
dealt blows at the High 
Court and Appellate 
Court in their attempts to 
stop the implementation 

of the new boundaries, 
and took to the matter to 
the Privy Council.

On Nomination Day, a 
total of 22 candidates 
contested the 2015 gen-
eral election. The rul-
ing St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
fielded eight candidates 
to the People’s Action 
Movement’s (PAM) 
six, while the People’s 
Labour Party (PLP) 
nominated two. On 
the island of Nevis, the 
Concerned Citizens’ 
Movement (CCM) and 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) each 
put three candidates 
forward.

On February 12, the en-
tire nation looked on as 
the matter came before 
the Privy Council.

The Privy Council’s 
ruling declared: “It is 
determined and ordered 
that the list to be used 
in the election is and 
shall be that existing 
prior to the proclama-
tion purportedly issued 
and published by the 
Governor-General. Any 
effect which the said 
proclamation would 
continue otherwise to 
have, whether in rela-
tion to any other election 
or otherwise, is hereby 
suspended until further 
order.”

Election Day 

Kittitians and Nevisians 
turned out on Election 
Day - Monday, 16 
February, 2015 - to vote 
for a new government. 
A total of 30,455 votes 
were cast.

The then-Supervisor 
of Elections Wingrove 
George at around 3:00 
am on February 17 indi-
cated that the announce-
ment of the results 
would be halted and no 
further voting numbers 
would be declared.

Lindsay Grant and Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd Team 
Unity Candidates for 

Constituency Four and 
One respectively an-
nounced over the radio 
that they had narrowly 
won their seats by 26 and 
four votes respectively 
meaning Team Unity 
had won the election. On 
18 February, Dr. Harris 
was sworn in as new 
Prime Minister, becom-
ing only the third person 
to assume the post since 
independence, while his 
Cabinet was sworn in 
five days later.

May 2018 

After more than three 
years of governance, 
Senior Minister in the 
Team Unity govern-
ment, Vance Amory 
declared the relationship 
between Nevis and St. 
Kitts had been at its best 
ever since the advent of 
the Team Unity govern-
ment, and he directly 
credited Prime Minister 
Dr. Timothy Harris for 
that accomplishment.

July 2019 

Mark Brantley was 
asked to publicly de-
clare that there was no 
rift between himself 
and Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris over 
comments the Prime 
Minister made.

“I am not aware that 
there is any rift.” 

The Prime Minister was 
accused of breaching 
protocol and snubbing 
the Premier when he 
visited Nevis to meet 
with fire officers without 
informing the Premier. 

Brantley said the mis-
understanding that had 
occurred between them 
had been discussed and 
settled. 

November 2019 

Prime Minister Harris 
and Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley who is 
also the federal Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, amid 

Team Unity: How it started, 
where it went wrong CONT'D

Cont'd on Page 20

Cont'd fom Page 4
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Vacancy
Two Sales person 

 Kalimata INC, Unit 100 Building 14 Port Zante
Email: Hareshsadarangi@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Looking for SALES MANAGER 

- 3 POSITIONS
ROYAL GEMS LTD
Building 23, Unit -6

Port Zante
Basseterre, St.Kitts

Phone: +1869 466 8441

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com
Land for Sale

Brown Hill, Nevis
6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00

Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
House on 2 acres

Jessups Estate
$1.85 million USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

Looking for a live in maid ,who can cook Indian 
and continental cuisine . Other duties will be 
cleaning,laundry,ironing. 
Contact - yasminyajmom@gmail.com

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

Vacancy
Aida's Beauty Salon is looking 

for a salon assistant
Contact :869 465-8868/ 869 662-6767

Vacancy
Fusion Metal Studio

Needs a Welder/ Fabricator and a Machinist
Contact# 765-1607/ 661-1607/469-1607

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy

Looking for experienced chef who special-
izes in Mexican , continental and Indian 
cuisine minimum 2 years of experience.

contact : dutyfreeglitter@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Fish Express

Seeking two fishermen for night shift fishing
Contact: 766-2481

Vacancy
Looking for a Cashier with 5-6 years 
of experience for electronics store ! 

Contact P.O.BOX 28

Vacancy
Seeking a domestic helper who can cook 

jamaican and continental cuisine. Other du-
ties will be cleaning, ironing and baby sitting

contact: emergingsun@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Big Sale Store on Fort Street 

Vacancy for sales representative
8697648612

Vacancy

Bananas is looking for a Full-Time experi-
enced cook.  The cook must be able to work 
flexible hours and have experience in Patry.  

Interested persons are asked to call 469-1891 
or email gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com

Vacancy
Horizon View Farm

Farm Attendant Needed
Contact 664-9299HOMES FOR SALE

Dwelling House on .22 acres 
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.5 million USD

Dwelling House on .26 acres
At Palm Grove Villas

Price: $1.185 million USD

House in Zetlands Estate
On 1 acre

Price: $1.45 million USD
Contact: 

info@fsrenevis.com
869.469.1199

PROPERTY FOR SALE
inZetlands, Nevis
1.98 acres with 
dwelling house

US$1,200,000.00
www.stkittsnevisrealty.com

Tel: 469 3000

Caribbean beach & swim wear 
Ltd is looking to hire 

 store manager with 3 years of sales ex-
perience in watches and footwear 

Indian cook 
If interested , Please send in your CV to 

daswanijaya22@gmail.com

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash

Seeking ONE Person
Contact:661-9822
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PM Harris’ proudest achievement is…?
By Loshaun Dixon

After seven years as Prime 
Minister, Dr Timothy 
Harris has highlighted 
his greatest achieve-
ments since taking offi  ce. 
Speaking during a radio 
interview on Tuesday, he 
was asked what was his 
proudest achievement.

‘My proudest moment 
has been really deliver-
ing things that I know 
the people really need, 
and there are so many 
of them. I feel a sense of 
satisfaction when I see the 
change, an almost revo-
lutionary change in the 
peace and quiet in St Kitts 
and Nevis.

“This was every night 
where people couldn’t 
walk the streets, shooting 
by our churches, by our 
business places, on The 
Strip, that is all gone,” Dr 
Harris said.

He highlighted the peace 

programme as his proud-
est achievement.

“That has been a signifi -
cant transformation that 
has come not by magic, 
but by hard work, by be-
ing innovative in creat-
ing new programmes 
like the Alternative 
Lifestyle Programme; 
building newness, a 
new consciousness and 

confi dence in our people; 
recognizing that our 
people have been failed 
by the agents of sociali-
sation. Be it the homes, 
our schools, our society 
needed a new opportunity 
to assert themselves and 
achieve their God-given 
potential. I am pleased 
about the transformation 
in law and order of the 
last seven years.” He said 

that he would continue to 
work hard to maintain the 
safety and security in the 
country which many now 
take for granted

“There was a time when 
we could not sleep at 
night.”

Addressing other achieve-
ments, Dr. Harris said he 
was also pleased that the 

Federation entered the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
with the strongest fi scal 
position of any country in 
the Hemisphere.

“I am pleased that 
we inherited a CBI 
programme whose 
reputation had been 
tarnished in May 2014 
when the US govern-
ment issued a FinCEN 
advisory telling us 
that the administra-
tion had messed up the 
programme.

“In November 2014, 
the Canadian govern-
ment withdrew our 
visa-free access as a 
way of telegraphing to 
the entire world their 
loss of confidence in 
the way the CBI pro-
gramme was managed. 
Seven years on, we have 
not had that kind of dis-
traction and the soiling 
of the good name of our 
programme, which we 
reorganised and made 
the Platinum within 

the Caribbean.” The 
Prime Minister added 
that he is also proud of 
the Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP).

“I am equally pleased, 
and have been grati-
fi ed, when I run into 
people who say to me 
‘this $500 you pay for 
PAP means so much’, 
even more than I could 
have contemplated…
When they tell me it 
has helped them to buy 
their medication. When 
I understand the dig-
nity, especially among 
elder folks, is being 
preserved because they 
have their own money.

“I feel a deep sense that 
we have been doing the 
right thing. There are 
too many success sto-
ries, and maybe when 
this journey is ended, I 
could give more sober 
and refl ective answers 
in determining which 
of these have been the 
best delivery.”

Dr. Harris sees the peace programme as his proudest achievement
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Brantley: Sudden COVID surge in 
Nevis, but no need for alarm

By Monique Washington  

COVID-19 cases on 
Nevis have spiked 
within the last week, 
reportedly stemming 
from a function held 
on the island recently. 
Doctors and Nurses at 
the Alexandra Hospital 
have been aff ected. As 

of Wednesday, there 
were 4 new cases 
which brought the total 
number of active cases 
on Nevis to 46, with 
one of the patients 
being hospitalized.

“Nevis has had a 
sudden surge in 
COVID-19 cases. 
These are locally 

grown cases, in the 
sense that they have 
no travel history. We 
are uncertain where 
that surge might 
have come from, but 
we are aware that 
there was a particu-
lar event, and from 
that event quite a 
few cases emerged. 
We had one event 

that accounted for 
the majority of these 
cases,” said Premier 
Mark Brantley 

He noted that he had 
been advised that the 
one individual that is 
hospitalized “is do-
ing well”  

“The other cases 

from what I am gath-
ering are mild. At 
this point, there is no 
need for alarm,” he 
said.

Brantley revealed that 
a number of Doctors 
and Nurses at the 
Alexandra Hospital 
had tested positive 
for COVID-19 and 
the staffing has been 
impacted.

“Unfortunately, quite 
a few doctors and 
nurses have tested 
positive for COVID. 
That has put some 
pressure on us at 
the hospital. Junior 
Minister of Health, 
Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams advised the 
cabinet that the nurs-
es have gone back 
to 12-hour shifts be-
cause of the shortage 
of staff. 

“I have been keep-
ing tabs on the situ-
ation, and have been 
speaking to some of 
the people who have 
tested positive. Most 

of them are saying that 
they have no symp-
toms,” he claimed.  

While warning that 
COVID-19 is still 
around, Brantley told 
The Observer that vac-
cines and boosters are 
available at the health 
centres on the island.

As of Wednesday,14,085 
doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine have been ad-
ministered on Nevis, 
with 6,477 persons fully 
vaccinated.

“We continue to ask our 
people to be careful and 
to wear their masks as 
much as possible. And 
we continue to ask our 
people to get vacci-
nated, it is still the best 
protection that we have 
against COVID.”

He noted that the 
COVID 19 situation on 
Nevis is “under control” 
and “we are hopeful that 
we do not have any oth-
er spikes, and we start to 
have recoveries from 
those individuals.”

Premier Mark Brantley
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St. Kitts and Nevis Bureau Of 
Standards Embarks On Drafting 

Standards For Vehicle Inspection 
As A Road Safety Measure

(SKNIS): 

Jermine Mike, Head of Standards 
at St. Kitts and Nevis Bureau of 
Standards (SKNBS) noted that the 
institution embarked on drafting 
standards for vehicle inspection in 
order to ensure health and safety on 
the road. “In St. Kitts and Nevis, we 

are mostly looking at roadworthi-
ness to ensure that once your vehi-
cle is tested… it is roadworthy, and 
that inspection should carry a lot of 
weight because you want to make 
sure that when you drive, there is a 
level of confi dence in the inspec-
tion that was done and so far the 
general public doesn’t seem to be 
confi dent in their inspection,” said 

Mr. Mike on the May 25 edition of 
‘Working for You.’ “So, we em-
barked on it to essentially harmo-
nize the inspection process across 
varying mechanic shops or inspec-
tors to make sure [every mechanic/
inspector] is doing the same thing. 
So, no matter where you go you 
should be confi dent in and trust the 
vehicle inspection that you get,” he 

added.

Mr. Mike noted that the initiative 
came about due to numerous com-
plaints from both the general public 
and the public sector.

He noted that the Bureau is currently 

Cont'd on Page 18
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looking at a few standards for vehi-
cle inspection in St. Kitts and Nevis 
from the Bahamas, Saint Lucia and 
Kenya.

“When we fi rst got the stakehold-
ers together and we mentioned that 
we had a Kenyan standard people 
started chuckling not knowing that 

this standard is extremely stringent, 
it is very safe. For example, they 
drive on the right side and they do 
not allow any vehicle in the coun-
try that is a left-hand drive,” said 
the head of standards, adding that 
Kenya cited health hazards associ-
ated with left-hand drive vehicles. 
“Would we want to do that here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis? Maybe, 
maybe not, the discussion hasn’t 

reached that far as yet, but we are 
looking to see and making sure that 
we have a harmonized checklist on 
board.”

Mr. Mike reiterated that the 
SKNBS will be looking at the stan-
dards to see what can be used in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. He said, however, 
that the aim is to develop a national 
standard or try to adopt one from 

the countries listed above.

In addition to the inspection of ve-
hicles already in the country, Mr. 
Mike noted that it is also extremely 
important to have inspections done 
on imported vehicles before they 
enter the Federation. He added that 
one of the duties of the SKNBS is 
“to ensure that whenever you buy 
from out there that it is a safe buy.”

St. Kitts and Nevis Bureau Of 
Standards Embarks On Drafting 

Standards For Vehicle Inspection 
As A Road Safety Measure CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 17
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rumours of a strained relationship 
between members of Team Unity 
stated the Federal Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis and the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), continue to en-
joy a close working relationship and a 
strong partnership. 

Dr Harris says that since the coming 
into being of Team Unity, the relation-
ship between St. Kitts and Nevis, as 
a federal entity, and the Nevis Island 
Administration, has been at its best 
ever

Brantley agrees, noting that in the 36 
years that as an independent nation, 
this has been the best relationship that 
St. Kitts and Nevis has had.

February 2020

Prime Minister Harris and Brantley 
held a press conference, where 
Brantley supported the ideologies and 
work composition strengthened by the 
PM as the leader of the government.

He said before Team Unity took office, 
Nevisians were never given more dis-
tinguished rank opportunities notwith-
standing their qualifications.

Brantley added that St Kitts and Nevis 
had never developed together, specifi-
cally on the political aspect. 

Deputy Prime Minister and leader of 
People’s Action Movement Shawn 
Richards said his entire party would 
support to Dr Timothy Harris in up-
coming general elections.

May 2020

PM Harris on May 18 announced that 
St. Kitts and Nevis would head to the 
polls on June  5th to elect a govern-
ment for the next five years in the 
midst of a pandemic.

The announcement came less than 
a week after the dissolution of 
parliament. 

He said Nomination Day would be on 
May 27 2020.

June 2020

The elections of June 5 2020 saw Team 
Unity return to office with a stronger 
mandate, with their candidates win-
ning nine of the 11 federal seats.

A week after the general election was 
won in a landslide by the parties that 
make up Team Unity, the Cabinet 
was not sworn-in, leaving many to 

speculate the reason behind the delay. 
Speculation about the delay varied 
from disagreements on the makeup of 
the Cabinet to some members maybe 
seeking opportunities. The cabinet 
after a fair degree of speculation was 
sworn in on June 16.

August 2020

Brantley announced that he would 
be meeting with the Prime Minister 
Harris on August 28 to have further 
discussion on the “Fair share” of the 
Citizenship By Investment (CBI) 
funds.

Brantley said that he would continue 
to speak about Nevis’s fair portion of 
the CBI proceeds. 

October 2020

Brantley said that he was having night-
mares about Nevis’ treasury.  

“We have struggled, but through the 
grace of God and through our bankers 
who have been very lenient and coop-
erative with us, we have kept the lights 
on and we have continued to pay our 
staff.” 

When questioned about Nevis getting 
its “fair share” of the Citizenship by 
Investment monies to help the econo-
my, Brantley said that there have been 
ongoing conversations.

“The approach that we have taken 
with the Federal Government is the 
approach of dialogue and continued 
discussions with them. 

March 2021

The guest speaker at the PLP’s con-
vention Dr Sharon McNicol-Gopaul 
lauded Prime Minister Harris for 
the work he had done over the 
years. She spoke of his character 
and tenacity and urged the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis to give him a 
third term as Prime Minister of the 
Federation. 

“PM Dr Hon. Timothy Harris has 
been a leader who has not only saved 
lives and livelihoods in St. Kitts 
and Nevis but in the Caribbean. 
His leadership has been exemplary 
and the standard throughout the 
Caribbean. His consideration of the 
third term as a leader must not be 
about him and his principled stance, 
but it must be about what the nation 
and the people want and need!” Dr. 
McNicol-Gopaul stated.

Prime Minister Harris continued to 
state locally and regionally that his 

intention was only to serve two terms.

“I only intend to serve two terms in the 
office of Prime Minister,” he added, 
reiterating his promise from his 2015 
campaign. “We shall make the mod-
ern history for St Kitts and Nevis by 
making it the best-managed island 
country.” 

October 2021

Six years after the Unity government 
won the Federal Election, Brantley as-
serted that Nevis was still not receiv-
ing its “fair share” of the Citizenship 
By Investment proceeds.

“Until we have a resolution on the is-
sue between the Federal government 
and the NIA about the issue of shared 
CBI receipts, that is the reality of the 
situation. I have said time and time 
again that there has to be a sit down 
with the Federal government and the 
NIA, and work out a formula for shar-
ing what is a joint asset,” he said.

Brantley claimed that the CBI has 
funded a large number of opportuni-
ties on the sister island of St. Kitts, 
while Nevis has not been treated the 
same.

“CBI has been by and by large the only 
game in town. Let’s be blunt about it. 
CBI has fueled tremendous opportu-
nity on the island of St. Kitts,” he said.

A Ministry of Finance official speak-
ing with The Observer said Brantley’s 
comments on CBI receipts were “…
quite perplexing. Confusing may be 
the better expression.”

“Let it not go unnoticed that so far 
under Team Unity, a record transfer 
of over 250 million dollars has been 
provided by the Federal Government 
to the Nevis Island Administration 
(NIA).”

 “The curious thing about this situa-
tion is that the Premier and two oth-
ers in Nevis’ cabinet are in the federal 
cabinet. They are at the table. What are 
they doing to address matters when 
there? Premier Brantley should say ex-
actly how he has approached the issue 
with his federal cabinet colleagues,” 
the official said.

December 2021

Prime Minister Harris announces an 
extra month’s salary for civil servants 
coming out of the pandemic during his 
Budget address.

Later, The Observer learned while 
Prime Minister Harris championed 

the need to pay government work-
ers a double salary for Christmas, to 
cushion households from the effect of 
Covid-19 and to stimulate the econo-
my, a senior government minister was 
riled up by the decision during the last 
Cabinet meeting, according to persons 
familiar with the matter. A source told 
The Observer that as soon as Prime 
Minister Harris was finished placing 
the double salary issue on the table, the 
minister came out swinging.

“There is no need for this. How are we 
going to explain it?” The source para-
phrased the Minister as expressing in 
his disagreement with the move.

The source said that Harris countered 
the pessimism by detailing that the 
country experienced a surplus on cur-
rent accounts, and “we must pass some 
of the surplus on to people”. 

The minister subsequently praised the 
double salary announcement on his 
Facebook page shortly after the Prime 
Minister delivered his budget address.

He also supported the $952.2 mil-
lion Budget presented for the 2022 
financial year, as outlined in The 
Appropriation (2022) Bill, 2021.

January 2022

Minister Lindsay Grant was accused 
of beating a Police Officer at a bar in 
Bird Rock and the police report from 
the incident that included the name 
of Deputy Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards, snowballed into events that 
led to him refusing to attend Cabinet 
meetings.

March 2022

The Peoples Action Movement held 
its annual convention on March 
13 where its Leader and Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn Richards 
and Brantley both slammed Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy Harris who 
was present in the audience. 

Richards said  “I say to you quite 
clearly and without any reserva-
tions that the concept of Unity is 
under attack by selfishness and 
greed, in an environment where po-
litical cooperation is quickly being 
replaced by the politics of personal 
destruction.”

Days after, Dr Harris responded 
by stating he has provided proven 
leadership for the country.  He add-
ed that his party remains a commit-
ted partner in Team Unity despite 

Team Unity: How it started, 
where it went wrong CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 9

Cont'd on Page 24
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PM Harris Pleased As His Government 
Delivers A Ten Percent Salary Increase

(Press Unit in the Offi  ce of the 
Prime Minister)

Salaried employees 
and pensioners of the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis are now in a 
much stronger fi nancial 
position, as the promised 
10 percent increase, as well 
as the retroactive payment, 
were refl ected on their 
monthly earnings today, 
May 25, 2022.

Prime Minister and 

Minister of Finance, Dr. 
the Honourable Timothy 
Harris said that as the 
leader of the country, he is 
particularly pleased that his 
Government is in a strong 
enough fi scal position to 
deliver this much needed 
assistance to the hard work-
ing civil servants.

“The payment of a dou-
ble-digit increase in sala-
ries speaks well to the 
fi scal health of the Federal 
Government and our con-
tinuing interest in investing 

in our people at their hour 
of deepest need,” Prime 
Minister Harris said while 
appearing as the fi rst guest 
on the new radio pro-
gramme, The Point, on 
Tuesday, May 24.

Dr. Harris added, “We see 
[the increase] as part of a 
strategy to spur economic 
activity in the country. We 
see it as part of our safety 
net response to assist peo-
ple who are undergoing 
hardships that are exter-
nally imposed as a result 

of the movement in the 
prices of goods and service, 
and so I am happy that we 
have been able to deliver 
this signifi cant increase in 
wages and salaries to our 
people.”

The ten percent increase 
in wages, salaries and pen-
sions retroactive to January 
01, 2022, was one of sever-
al measures announced by 
Prime Minister Harris on 
May 02 to assist the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis to 
alleviate the high cost of 

living being driven by ex-
ternal forces such as supply 
chain disruption, the war in 
Ukraine and uncertainties 
in commodity markets.

Government Auxiliary 
Employees (GAES) and 
workers on the Skills 
Training Empowerment 
Programme (STEP) re-
ceived their ten percent 
increase earlier on May 13, 
while their arrears for the 
period January 01 to April 
30 were paid on Friday, 
May 20.
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St Kitts And Nevis’ Music 
Creatives To Benefi t From A 4-Day 

Professional Workshop On Business 
Component Of Marketing Music

(SKNIS):

Creatives in the music 
sector in St. Kitts and 
Nevis will spend the 
next four days learning 
about the Business of 
Music from some of the 
best international music 

industry professionals.

Over twenty persons 
are participating in the 
May 23rd to 26th work-
shop at the National ICT 
Centre. The interactive 
sessions run from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. daily. The 
design of the sessions 

allows persons who are 
unfamiliar with the busi-
ness aspect of music to 
be brought up to speed 
on such. Participants at 
an advanced stage can 
gain new insight into the 
next level.

The workshop was 

organized by the Ministry 
of Entrepreneurship, 
Entertainment and 
Talent Development 
(MoENT). The facili-
tators were largely re-
cruited by Ivan Berry, 
a visionary knowledge-
able in various aspects 
of the industry from 

the label side to man-
agement to publishing. 
Berry was born in St. 
Kitts but lives and works 
in Canada.

Mr. Berry will facili-
tate the sessions along 
with Music Business 
Executive (USA), 

Max Gousse. Global 
Digital Distribution 
Executive, Spencer 
Mussellam; Music 
Publishing, Copyright 
and Performing Rights 
Executive, Derek Wilkie; 
Live Performance and 

Cont'd on Page 30
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talks of disgruntlement 
among the three par-
ties in the coalition.

Dr Harris, responding 
to a question posed by 
this publication at a 
People’s Labour Party 
press conference, also 
revealed that no one 
had ever brought to the 
cabinet the issue of fair 
share.

“There is no cabinet 
submission; no cabinet 
memo in relation to that. 
There have been public 
expressions of it, but it 
has never come into the 
cabinet over which I pre-
side up to this particular 
moment.” 

He also expressed the 
desire to seek a perma-
nent solution so that 
Nevis could get its de-
served cut.

Later that day, Brantley 
claimed that there 
are currently “ongo-
ing internal issues” 
within the Team Unity 
Government.

“The truth is that we 
have been having some 
ongoing internal issues 
as far as Team Unity is 
concerned. I and many 
others for quite some 
time now quietly tried 
to deal with these issues. 
Meetings, letters, discus-
sions, and some of these 
issues have simply not 
been addressed. Why? 
That will be for the 
public to determine,” he 
said.

During the conven-
tion of PLP, Dr Harris 
warned that the people 
will have the final say 
and there could be a 
price to be paid if mem-
bers of his coalition aim 
to destroy the unity the 
people twice voted for.

Dr Harris said his party 
was born in an era when 
the country wanted and 
needed unity. He said 

some people had “no re-
spect for others”, noting 
that “some only want to 
see you at election time, 
but for the PLP it is the 
daily interaction with the 
people”.

“We must continue to 
set aside political differ-
ences to deliver for the 
people of this country. 
For us, unlike for some 
people, unity is im-
perative for our country. 
unity is not a choice it is 
what we have to do.”

 He warned that the peo-
ple will not go back to a 
time of tribalism. 

April 2022

Brantley demanded in a 
press conference that the 
“fair share” monies be 
sent to the NIA, as soon 
as possible.

“I am done with private 
discussions and negotia-
tions and the talks. No! 
Send the money. Give 
us our share.”

Dr Harris had reiterated 
days before that while 
he agreed with giving 
Nevis a greater share in 
principle, there ought to 
be a fair percentage of 
agreement that will be 
more beneficial in the 
long term. 

Later in the month, 
the leaders of the three 
political parties that 
made up Team Unity 
had agreed to meet on 
April 6th to try and 
sort disagreements. It 
was reported that they 
all participated and ex-
changed their views on 
the current state of the 
coalition and recom-
mendations for the way 
forward. 

“The meeting was frank, 
but quite cordial, and 
has set the framework 
for further discussions 
which are to take place 
next week Thursday, 
April 14, 2022.” In 
a statement after the 

meeting, Dr. Harris said 
he was pleased to have 
met with the leaders.

“Delighted to spend 
time today with my 
Team Unity colleagues 
exploring the next steps 
as we craft the future for 
our beloved nation. This 
is part of an iterative 
process as move toward 
a stronger, safer future.”

A follow-up meeting 
was planned for the fol-
lowing week.

The results of that 
meeting escalated, as 
Brantley and Richards 
remained disillu-
sioned with the Prime 
Minister’s compromise.

While the nation ob-
served 10 days of 
mourning following 
the death of the Former 
Premier of Nevis 
HE Vance Amory, 
Premier Brantley and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Richards essentially 
ignored Amory’s 
wishes of silent diplo-
macy, and ramped up 

political pressure on 
Prime Minister Harris. 
Dr Harris was served a 
no-win ultimatum, de-
manding that he hand 
over the Ministries of 
Finance and Sustainable 
Development, and step 
down as Prime Minister 
within a year.

Brantley disclosed on 
a rare Easter Sunday 
broadcast, that the 
People’s Action 
Movement Leader 
Shawn Richards and 
himself had written to 
the prime minister giv-
ing him a Wednesday, 
April 20th deadline to 
respond.

Dr Harris eventually 
responded to the letter 
refusing to bow down 
to the demands of 
Richards and Brantley.

On April 21st Brantley 
announced that six 
elected members of the 
cabinet had written to 
the Governor-General, 
noting that they had 
lost support in the lead-
ership of Dr Timothy 

Harris. Brantley and 
Richards sought to have 
the Governor-General 
strip Dr. Harris of the 
Prime Ministership.

Dr Harris responded 
later that day calling 
for restraint during the 
10 days of national 
mourning.

On April 25, Richards 
filed a Motion of No 
Confidence in the gov-
ernment and cabinet of 
which they were a part.

May 2022

In a letter dated May 
3, 2022, Governor-
General Sir Tapley 
Seaton said he had no 
authority to fulfil the 
request of the initial 
letter to remove PM 
Harris and appoint 
Shawn Richards as 
Prime Minister.

“I have reviewed your 
communication re-
questing the Governor-
General to remove the 
Prime Minister and 
to appoint another 

Minister in his stead. I 
wish to advise that un-
der our Constitution no 
such power resides in 
the Governor-General, 
and I am therefore un-
able to accede to your 
request.”

On May 10, Dr. Harris 
sacked six cabinet 
members and asked 
Governor-General Sir 
Tapley Seaton QC to 
dissolve the parliament 
in preparation for fresh 
elections.

In a National Address, 
disclosed that Deputy 
Prime Minister 
Richards has not at-
tended cabinet for 91 
days, while none of 
the CCM representa-
tives and only one of 
the PAM representa-
tives had attended any 
meeting of the cabinet 
in recent weeks.

The federation now 
waits for a date for new 
elections and the po-
litical organisation that 
will manage the affairs 
for the next five years.

Team Unity: How it started, 
where it went wrong CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 20

Unity Cabinet during the first term. Speaker of the National Assembly Michael Perkins is second from left in the back 
row
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NRP to announce 
Federal Candidates 

By Monique Washington 

In less than two weeks, 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party will be offi  cially 
launching its three can-
didates for the upcom-
ing Federal election, 
which will be held be-
fore August 8, 2022, 
and its leader has re-
vealed that any of their 
candidates can contest. 

On Monday, leader 
of the NRP Dr. Janice 
Daniel-Hodge pointed 
out that currently only 
one of NRP’s candidates 
holds a seat in the Nevis 
Island Administration. 

“Just to set the record 
straight with regards 
to the upcoming elec-
tions and the position 
of the NRP. The NRP 
would have taken a 
position, a policy posi-
tion, with regards to 
providing the best rep-
resentation that we can 
to people of Nevis. And 
what our policy indi-
cates, is that you do not 
have the same candi-
date in both assemblies 
at the same time.  “As 
it is right now, we are 

all new candidates, so 
to speak. None of us, 
with the exception of 
the Honourable Cleone 
Stap le ton-Simmons 
who is in the Nevis 
Island Assembly, none 
of our other candidates 
are holding seats.” 

Daniel-Hodge said that 
there is “the notion that 
is put out there” that 
NRP’s candidates that 
will be contesting 
the next Nevis Island 
Assembly election can-
not run in a federal elec-
tion . 

“We don’t have candi-
dates based on which 
election it is, we have 
candidates.” 

She noted that the party 
had been making prepa-
ration for the impend-
ing NIA election (which 
is due early next year), 
before the announce-
ment of the unexpected 
Federal Election. 

“The next election was 
supposed to be a local 
election. Then we would 
be launched as such. It 
really has to do with the 
representation that we 

would provide to our 
people. There is nothing 
that precludes any of the 
candidates to partici-
pate in whichever elec-
tion comes fi rst.” 

“Some people feel they 
can tell NRP’s story bet-
ter than NRP can,” she 
asserted.  

Meanwhile, NRP’s can-
didate for Nevis 1 St 
Paul’s, Jaedee Caines, 
noted that the three can-
didates for Federal elec-
tion will be launched 
soon. 

“Our federal roll out is 
going to be heavy. There 
is no shortage of experi-
ence and ideas in the 
NRP.  We are trying to 
tighten up certain things 
for the impact that we 
want. It has nothing to 
do with us not being 
ready, because we are 
ready. In the coming 
days, expect to hear 
more about our roll out 
and about the launch of 
our federal candidates,” 
she said.

Photo caption: NRP 
Leader, Dr. Janice 
Daniel-Hodge

NRP Leader, Dr. Janice Daniel-Hodge
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Letter to the Editor: 
Support for Taiwan’s 

Participation 
in the WHO

More than 2 years into 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the world is fi -
nally seeing a glimpse 
of daylight at the end 
of the tunnel. As coun-
tries are preparing for 
global postpandemic 
recovery, there is one 
country that has been 
battling against the 
pandemic without 
the help of the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), the most im-
portant organization 
dedicated to safeguard-
ing the right to health, 
since day one. Taiwan 
was excluded from the 
WHO and denied criti-
cal information during 
the SARS pandemic in 
2002. Almost 20 years 
later, Taiwan still faced 
the same challenge 
amid the COVID-19 
pandemic that impact-
ed the world in an un-
precedented manner.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 
Taiwan’s antipan-
demic eff orts are con-
sidered one of the best 
practices in the world. 
Taiwan managed to 
avoid mass lockdowns 
and minimize death 
and infection rates 
by leveraging smart 
technologies, such as 
apps, web-based tools, 
and other informa-
tion technologies, and 
integrated them with 
the National Health 
Insurance database. 
Taiwan’s innovative 
antipandemic policies 
and measures have 
made it possible to 
effi  ciently monitor 
and control domestic 
outbreaks.

Taiwan especially 
understands the im-
portance of mutual 
assistance and coop-
eration with its allies 
and partners around 
the world. As a global 

public health stake-
holder, Taiwan has 
made signifi cant 
contributions to the 
international com-
munity by donating 
masks, PPEs, medical 
equipment and sup-
plies. Taiwan has long 
enjoyed a robust part-
nership with St. Kitts 
and Nevis in many 
fi elds, including public 
health. During the pan-
demic, Taiwan shared 
with the Federation its 
expertise and experi-
ences in managing the 
virus and providing 
masks, medical equip-
ment and supplies. 
The Federation has 
also shown staunch 
support for Taiwan for 
years.

Taiwan has demon-
strated itself as an in-
dispensable partner in 
global public health. 
Moving forward, 
Taiwan would be and 
should be an integral 
part of global post-
pandemic recovery, 
as identifi cation and 

tracking of COVID-19 
variants remain an 
international and 
concerted endeavor. 
Viruses and diseases 
diff erentiate no coun-
tries or borders, nor 
should the WHO. 
Supporting Taiwan’s 
participation in the 
WHO is not only sup-
porting the 23.5 mil-
lion people living in 
Taiwan, but also help-
ing the world by clos-
ing the unnecessary 
gap created by politi-
cal interference on the 
map of global public 
health. Once again, 
Taiwan urges its in-
ternational friends and 
partners to continue 
to support its partici-
pation in the WHO 
to enable Taiwan to 
contribute more in the 
postpandemic era.

Michael Lin

Ambassador of the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis
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Local fi shermen impacted 
by infl ux of sargassum 

By Monique Washington  

Local fi shermen on the 
island of Nevis have been 
experiencing great diffi  -
culty catching fi sh, conch 
and lobster during the an-
nual infl ux of sargassum 
in the ocean. 

Sargassum, according 

to the NOAA Offi  ce of 
Ocean Exploration and 
Research, is a genus of 
large brown seaweed (a 
type of algae) that fl oats 
in island-like masses.  

“Sargassum is abundant 
in the ocean. Upon close 
inspection, it is easy to see 
the many leafy appendag-
es, branches, and round, 

berry-like structures that 
make up the plant. These 
“berries” are gas-fi lled 
structures, called pneu-
matocysts, which are 
fi lled mostly with oxygen. 
Pneumatocysts add buoy-
ancy to the plant structure 
and allow it to fl oat on the 
surface,’ it reads. 

Two main locations on the 

island that are aff ected are 
the Hanley Road Beach in 
Gingerland and Herbert’s 
Beach in New Castle.

The Observer contacted 
one local fi sherman, 
Fingas Brown, who said 
that during this time the 
sargassum has made 
it very diffi  cult to fi sh, 
and has impacted them 

fi nancially. 

“When we go down to 
shoot fi sh we cannot see 
anything. The weeds 
down there are very 
thick. Even when we go 
diving for lobsters, the 
holes where we know the 
lobsters are, there is none 
there, because the weeds 
have taken over the hole,” 
he said. 

Brown noted that for the 
past few weeks it has been 
very challenging catching 
fi sh to supply Nevisians. 

“The other day we went 
out on a boat and it was 
12 times we had to clear 
the blades, because the 
sargassum was stuck in it. 
Sometimes we go out and 
don’t catch anything,” he 
said. 

Beside the impact it has 
on the amount of sea-
food they are able to 
produce, the seaweed 
has also impacted the 
fi shermen physically. 

“When we dive and the 
sargassum rubs against 
our skin, because it is all 
over, it causes our skin to 
itch,” Brown revealed. 

He said that he has been 
fi shing all his life, and the 
infl ux of sargassum start-
ed just under six years 
ago. 

Last week Friday 
(May 20) Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Huey 
Sergeant, visited the 
Hanley Road Beach, 

where cleanup eff orts 
by the Department of 
Agriculture and the 
Department of Marine 
Resources to rid the beach 
of some of sargassum, 
were taking place. 

He noted that previously, 
eff orts were made to 
remove the sargassum 
from the beach, but they 
noticed that much of the 
sand was being removed 
as well. This year, they are 
using special equipment 
to remove the sargassum 
and less sand. 

“In years previously, 
when we used the back-
hoes, a lot of the sand was 
moved and that didn’t all 
go well for the nourish-
ment of the beach. We de-
cided to use a tie, which is 
a sand rack…skim off  the 
top which is the sargas-
sum, and leave the sand, 
so that the impact is not 
that harsh,” Sergeant said.  

He added that by doing 
so, they will be clearing 
a path so that fi shermen 
will have an easier time 
entering the water with 
their vessels. 

“We’re not necessarily 
cleaning the entire stretch, 
but we’re simply just 
making a path that is large 
enough for the various 
vessels to go out, and for 
the fi shers to go and con-
duct their business and 
make some money in the 
meantime.” 

The infl ux of sargassum 
normally lasts from April 
to October.  

Sargassum seaweed has made it very diffi  cult to fi sh, 
and has impacted fi shermen in Nevis fi nancially.
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Touring Executive, 
Davon Carty; and Social 
Media, Marketing and 
Brand Executive, Njeri 
Taitt.

Cheryleann Pemberton, 
Permanent Secretary 

in the Ministry of 
Communications and 
Entrepreneurship, noted 
that topics will in-
clude Caribbean Music 
Industry, Entertainment 
Law, Music Publishing, 
Touring, Concerts 
and Merchandising, 
Digital Distribution, 

Artiste Management 
Development, and 
Brand Marketing.

“This interesting pro-
gramme has been care-
fully crafted after much 
engagement with cre-
atives in the music sec-
tor,” Mrs. Pemberton 

stated, recalling past 
interactive in-person and 
virtual fora where per-
sons expressed expecta-
tions about services to 
be offered by the new 
MoENT. “We have been 
listening to you, and we 
are now here with this 
music programme that 

we are confident will 
bring much value to your 
profession or career.”

MoENT’s Minister 
Akilah Byron-Nisbett 
stated that she was proud 
of the wealth of musical 
talent within St. Kitts 
and Nevis. She said that 

the May 23rd to 26th 
half-day sessions will 
help equip artists with 
the knowledge skills to 
enhance the quality of 
their work as well as to 
expand their fanbase 
on a regional and in-
ternational scale.

St Kitts And Nevis’ Music 
Creatives To Benefit From A 4-Day 

Professional Workshop On Business 
Component Of Marketing Music

Cont'd from Page 23
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