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Men’s grilling competition now bigger
Trip to Florida on the line

By Monique Washington 

Several changes have 
been made to the calendar 
of events in recognition 
of International Men’s 
Month - which is celebrat-
ed in November - includ-
ing a much bigger men’s 
grilling competition, with 
the winner receiving a trip 
to Florida.

The Theme for 
International Men’s Day 
2021 is “Better Relations 
between Men and 
Women”. 

Gender Aff airs Offi  cer, 
Mario Phillip, informed 
The Observer about the 
changes on Wednesday.

“The activity is now 
much bigger; fi rst we 
have moved the activ-
ity to the Villa Grounds. 
This activity is in partner-
ship with the Department 
of Agriculture. We will 
have artisans, the abattoir 
with meats will be there, 
food vendors, the agro-
processing units. It will 
just be a great day for the 
family. The event begins 
at 8 am, but the grilling 
competition kicks off  at 
midday.” 

He added that the 

competition is no lon-
ger a team or Parish 
competition 

“The grilling competi-
tion is now an individual 
competition. Every man 
for himself. Each par-
ticipant will have to grill, 
chicken, pork and ribs. 
They will need to have 
their own grill as well. 
The winner will receive 
a trip to Florida to par-
ticipate in a cooking com-
petition over there next 
year. All of the meat and 
vegetable being used is 
locally produced, and is 

being made available to 
us by the Department of 
Agriculture” he said

Phillip said that the reg-
istration process is still 
open and closes very 
soon. Registration is $50.

“We are still seeking par-
ticipants to be a part of 
this great experience.”

This year’s activities are 
as follows; 
November 16th - 
Launch of Mentorship 
Programme and Training 
November 19th - 
International Men’s 
Day Speech by Junior 
Minister Hon. Hazel 

Brandy-Williams  – 
‘Wear Something Blue’ 
Social Media Challenge 
November 23rd - 
Mentorship Training 
Continued
November 25th  - 
Seminar at Anglican 
Church Hall. Topic: 

‘The Path to Better 
Relations between Men 
and Women’
November 27th - “Men 
Can Cook” - Grill 
Master Edition at Villa 
Grounds from 8a.m 
-6p.m
November 28th - SKN 

Moves Nevis Chapter 
Bike Relay 
November 29th - Panel 
Discussion on Gender-
Based Violence, 
Poverty and Men’s 
Roles Post-Covid-19 
- Rondel House (Hon. 
Eugene Hamilton, SKN 

Men’s Council, Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department) 
November 30th - 
Awards Ceremony for 
Men - “Better Relations 
between Men and 
Women”

Gender Aff airs Offi  cer, Mario Phillip
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Shaheem’s mom implores youth: 
“Listen to the older ones”

By Monique Washington 

The mother of the 
late Shaheem Farrell 
is encouraging young 
persons to “listen to 
the older ones” - the 
parents, guardians and 
elders - as advice that 
they will obtain could 
save their life.

Twenty-one-year-old 
Shaheem Farrell of 
Church Ground and 
23-year-old Xavier 
Howell of Morning 
Star, visited Pinney’s 
Beach on a busy Friday 
evening (October 
22). Sometime close 
to 11pm, assailant/s 
opened fi re on both men. 
The District Medical 
Doctor visited the 
scene and pronounced 
them dead. Autopsies 
performed by Resident 

Pathologist, Dr. Adrian 
Nuñez, concluded that 
Farrell’s death was 
caused by hypovole-
mic shock as result of 
a single gunshot wound 
to the neck, and Howell 
died from a severe head 
injury as a result of a 
single gunshot wound 
to the head

Speaking with The 
Observer, Linette 
Farrell said that her son 
was fun-loving intel-
ligent, hardworking, a 
people person, and liked 
to party. She opined that 
her son’s love for ‘hang-
ing out’ cost him his life.

“Shaheem was very 
intelligent. He fi nished 
high school, went on to 
sixth form and passed 
all of his CAPE exams. 
I have never heard any-
thing bad about him. He 

loved to go out . Every 
“pan knock” he wanted 
to be there. I used to 
ask him if he can’t stay 
home,” she said.

Farrell encouraged 
youths to listen to older 
persons, as they have 
life experiences  and 
advice to share that can 
save their life.  

“Parents speak to their 
children all the time, but 
they don’t listen. They 
(youths) need to under-
stand that when older 
people speak they speak 
from experience, and 
they must listen. But 
most times they don’t. 
My mother’s always 
said that you can give 
children everything 
in this world except a 
mind,” she said.

Farrell detailed the last 
time she saw her son 
alive, and when she 
identifi ed his body.

“That Friday he told 
me he was working the 
following day.  He said 
he was going out to the 
beach. I saw him put-
ting on his sneakers. 
I asked him, why are 
you putting on your 
sneakers and not your 
draggers? But he never 
answered,” she said.

“I was at home on the 
phone and another call 
was coming in. The 
same time I heard foot-
steps coming up the 
stairs, so I said okay, 
Shaheem is home. 
Then the person started 
pounding on my door 
and my phone began to 
ring again. The person 
at the door said don’t 
answer it. But I had al-
ready answered. 

“The person on the 
line said, ‘I guess you 
heard?’ I said, ‘heard 
what? They said that 
they heard Shaheem got 
shot and people were 
posting on Facebook 
and WhatsApp ‘RIP’ 
with his (Shaheem) 
picture. I went to the 

beach and I did not see 
anything, so I thought 
maybe he got shot and 
he is at the hospital, 
but when we turned the 
corner I saw the police 
vehicle and two sol-
diers,” she said.

She said she ran out of 
the car and told the of-
fi cer that she believes 
the person who got shot 
is her son, and asked if 
it was possible for her 
to identify him, but she 
was told no.

“So I waited and insist-
ed to see my son, and 
fi nally they allowed 
me. They said that they 
could not show me his 
face, but I insisted. He 
was so sandy… with 
so much blood, but his 
face was so peaceful,” 
she recounted.

Farrell said that she had 
urged her son on occa-
sions to stay home. She 
said that she told him 
“if ever you fi nd your 
life in danger, don’t re-
member anything that 
I have told you, it will 
be too late, call upon 
God”.

Farrell related that she 

felt a sense of com-
fort on the morning of 
his autopsy, when the 
doctor told her that 
Shaheem did not die 
right away.

“When the doctor told 
me that the bullet went 
to the side of his cheek 
and down his neck and 
that it didn’t damage his 
brain at all  I said well. 
He was able to call on 
God. He had that time.”

Farrell said that though 
she is a strong person, 
she still has mixed feel-
ings about her son’s 
death.

“I am a strong woman 
in every sense of the 
word. I told myself that 
it already happened. I 
have mixed feelings, 
but there is nothing that 
I can do about it. I have 
left everything to God. 

“The day Shaheem was 
born no other babies 
were born in Nevis. I 
went into the hospital 
after 4 that morning and 
by 6 a.m. he was born. 
He came into the world 
fast and he left the world 

The late Shaheem Farrell’s mother, Linette, holds a painting of her son

Cont'd on Page 21
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AT ALL COSTS
We in the Caribbean are fiercely proud people. We reside in arguably 
the most beautiful location on Earth. It must be protected at all costs. 
We insist that anything that threatens our existence – and that know-
ingly can be prevented - must be given priority.

In delivering the National Statement for St. Kitts and Nevis at the 
2021 United Nations COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland, on Tuesday, 
Minister of Environment Eric Evelyn told world leaders and climate 
change campaigners that climate justice is needed for Small Island 
Developing States.

“We suffer the most for a problem we did not create. Yet we are de-
prived of much-needed climate finance for loss and damage, mitiga-
tion and adaptation efforts. This is unacceptable, and it has to change. 
We need climate justice.”

“The world is a global village, and decisions made in the United States 
affect us in the Caribbean. The decisions you make in China, Canada 
and the United Kingdom affect the little girl and boy in the Pacific.”.

“Climate change is real, and St. Kitts and Nevis has launched, dur-
ing COP26, a more significantly ambitious Revised Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDC), proposing to reduce emissions by 
61 percent by 2030, compared to 2010 levels.”

It would be remiss of us at The Observer to not also endorse the 
sentiments expressed by Prime Minister of Barbados Mia Mottley at 
COP26, most notably the following:

“Do some leaders in this world believe that they can survive and 
thrive on their own? Have they not learned from the pandemic? Can 
there be peace and prosperity if one third of the world literally pros-
pers and the other two thirds of the world live under siege and face 
calamitous threats to our wellbeing?

“They’re waiting for it to hit them, and we really are hoping that 
they’ll recognise that no one is safe until everyone is safe—and if the 
episode with vaccines hasn’t shown us that, then we will never learn.”

As this editorial is being read, the 72-hour period for negotiations 
related to the draft “cover decision” of the COP26 outcome will 
conclude.

The draft urges nations to revisit and strengthen their 2030 climate 
greenhouse gas emissions targets by the end of 2022, if they want to 
keep the 1.5C pathway of the Paris Agreement alive.

The draft came on the heels of a daunting forecast by Climate Action 
Tracker that, based on a breakdown of countries’ current targets for 
2030, global heating would likely soar to as much as 2.4C above pre-
industrial levels. This invariably would lead to devastation globally.

Greenpeace International labelled the draft document “exceptionally 
weak”, and according to its Executive Director, Jennifer Morgan, we 
should “all cross our fingers and hope for the best”.

 “It’s a polite request that countries maybe, possibly, do more next 
year,” Morgan asserted. “That’s not good enough, and the negotiators 
shouldn’t even think about leaving this city until they’ve agreed to a 
deal that meets the moment. Because most assuredly, this one does 
not.

Although the leaders representing the peoples from the most vulner-
able nations are not highlighted nearly as much as they should be at 
these crucial forums, we must remain resolute in our efforts to remind 
the developed world of our importance.

Direct Supports 
Grants Programme 
targets small and 

medium-sized 
businesses

By Loshaun Dixon

The Caribbean Export 
Development Agency 
(Caribbean Export) on 
Wednesday launched 
the 2021 Direct 
Supports Grants 
Programme (DSGP), 
providing funding op-
portunities for small 
and medium-sized 
businesses in St Kitts 
and Nevis.

The grant is made 
possible through the 
continued gener-
ous support of the 
European Union. The 
Agency is once again 
providing critical as-
sistance by making 
available direct sup-
port grant funding 
for micro, medium 
and small enterprises 

Cont'd from Page 4 Damie Sinanan
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Evelyn: “We need climate justice”
By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of 
Environment in St 
Kitts and Nevis, Eric 
Evelyn, has told world 
leaders and climate 
change campaigners 
that climate justice 
is needed for Small 
Island Developing 
States (SIDS) who, 
despite being the least 
responsible for climate 
change, are the most 
aff ected.

Evelyn was at the time 
delivering the National 
Statement for St. Kitts 

and Nevis, at the 2021 
United Nations COP26 
in Glasgow, Scotland, 
on Tuesday.

He said the SIDS have 
demonstrated lead-
ership, despite only 
being responsible 
for seven per cent of 
global greenhouse 
emissions.

“We suff er the most 
for a problem we did 
not create, yet we are 
deprived of much-
needed climate fi nance 
for loss and damage, 
mitigation and adap-
tation eff orts. This, 

Mr President, is unac-
ceptable, and it has to 
change.”

Evelyn noted that de-
veloped countries and 
large emitters must 
recognise the need 
to improve access 
to fi nance, scale-up 
climate fi nance, and 
make fi nance fl ows 
consistent with the 
Paris Agreement. 

“We need climate 
justice.”

He added that the 
world is a global com-
munity, and actions 

done in larger coun-
tries can aff ect others.

“The world is a global 
village, and decisions 
made in the United 
States aff ect us in the 
Caribbean. The deci-
sions you make in 
China, Canada and the 
United Kingdom aff ect 
the little girl and boy in 
the Pacifi c.”

He also called for 
urgent action if they 
are to contain climate 
change.

 “We are here at a time 
when the entire world 
is languishing from 
the horrors of climate 
change, including sea-
level rise, extreme 
weather events, and 
dramatic changes in 
rainfall patterns.

“We are here at a time 
when coastal towns 
and villages, and even 
entire islands, face 
destruction, at a time 
when lives and liveli-
hoods are at stake, all 
undoubtedly attributed 
to human interference. 
Yet, enough action 
is not being taken to 
remedy this situa-
tion that worsens with 

every second that the 
clock ticks. We are at 
a crossroads where 
the science is explicit 
that in order to contain 
climate change to an 
acceptable level, we 
must limit it to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius.” 

He announced that the 
Federation recently 
launched a program to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 61 per 
cent in ten years.

“Climate change is 
real, and St. Kitts and 
Nevis has launched, 
during COP26, a 
more signifi cantly 
ambitious Revised 
Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC), 
proposing to reduce 
emissions by 61 per-
cent by 2030, com-
pared to 2010 levels.

“As part of the plan, 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
invest in renewable 
energy, with plans for 
a 35-megawatt solar 
farm expected in two 
years. We are commit-
ted to the aggressive 
pursuit of geothermal 
power.”

Evelyn noted that 

climate-friendly poli-
cies will enable St. 
Kitts and Nevis to 
unlock initiatives to 
improve its carbon 
footprint 

He added that eff orts 
in the Federation have 
been complemented 
by the friendship of the 
Republic of China. 

“Taiwan has demon-
strated its commitment 
to the climate dilemma 
by enacting appropri-
ate legislation, and 
announcing an ambi-
tious NDC, including 
achieving net zero 
emissions by 2050.”

He reiterated the im-
portance of acting now.

“The gap between 
where we are heading 
and where we need to 
be is far too large, and 
we absolutely must 
have an outcome to 
fi x the scale of this 
climate crisis. Let us 
stand on the right side 
of history. We can-
not wait another day, 
week, month or year, 
we need action now.

“The world is depend-
ing on us at COP 26.”

Minister of Environment in St Kitts and Nevis, Eric Evelyn
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PM Harris outlines 
Christmas 
measures 

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris has 
announced Thursday, 
December 16 and 
Saturday, December 18, 
2021, as the reduced 
VAT Rate Days in the 
Federation.

On those two days 

Value Added Tax (VAT) 
will move from 17 per-
cent to 5 percent.

PM Harris also an-
nounced that all on the 
government payroll 
would be paid their 
December salaries in 
advance of those dates 
to ensure they can take 
advantage of off ers 
on goods and services 
during that period. 

“Consequent to this de-
cision, I have instruct-
ed the Accountant 
General to take the 
necessary measures 
to bring forward the 
date for the payment 
of salaries to all public 
offi  cers in December, 
wages to all govern-
ment auxiliary em-
ployees, and monthly 
pension to all govern-
ment pensioners. The 

date for the payment of 
the salaries, wages and 
pensions for December 
has been brought for-
ward to December 12.

“We are paying early 
so that all government 
employees can have 
the opportunity to par-
ticipate fully in the two 
VAT days if they so 
require.”

Dr Harris also believes 
that the two VAT days 
will lead to improved 
economic activity in St 
Kitts and Nevis.

“We anticipate that 
our VAT rate reduction 
days will drive con-
sumer sales, and lead to 
improved economic ac-
tivity in the Federation 
during December, 
while simultaneously 
allowing customers to 
enjoy more aff ordable 
goods.”

He implored the busi-
ness community to also 
do their part in ensuring 
the people receive spe-
cial off ers on merchan-
dise during that period.

“We urge the Chambers’ 
membership and the 
wider business com-
munity to provide their 

customers with special 
bargains and discounts, 
not only on the two VAT 
discount days, but for 
the rest of December, 
so that more of our 
people can have a most 
enjoyable Christmas, 
notwithstanding a most 
enjoyable 2022.

“We are asking the 
business community - 
if you can’t match the 
government in such a 
signifi cant reduction in 
your goods, certainly 
go some way with some 
bargains and discounts 
being made available.”

The Prime Minister 
also disclosed that in-
dividuals also benefi t-
ting from the Poverty 
Alleviation Program 
(PAP) will receive their 
December payments 
ahead of the dates as 
well. 

“To ensure our approach 
is inclusive, I have in-
structed the Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development and the 
Accountant General 
to bring forward the 
date for the payment of 
about 5,000-plus ben-
efi ciaries on that pro-
gram for December 30, 

2021, to Wednesday 
15th.

“Everyone on the gov-
ernment payroll will 
in fact benefi t from the 
discounted VAT rate 
days.”

He lauded the Ministry 
of Finance and 
Chamber of Industry 
and Commerce for their 
collaboration and coop-
eration on a “signifi cant 
initiative.”

“It was a direct inten-
tion to ensure that food 
and other merchandise 
are made as aff ordable 
to the largest number of 
persons.

“By bringing forward 
the payment of wages, 
salaries and other ben-
efi ts, we ensure again 
that more people can 
take advantage of 
what should be lower 
prices.” 

Dr Harris said these ef-
forts of the government 
are to ensure that the re-
covery can be speedier, 
and that “we give the 
economy the necessary 
impetus, so that we can 
move more quickly 
out of the shadow of 
COVID-19.”

Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Timothy Harris
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Shaheem’s mom implores youth: 
“Listen to the older ones”

fast. The other day I 
was thinking, after he 
died, ‘Why am I doing 
this… why am I talking 
to an undertaker? Why 
am I planning my son’s 
funeral? Why is this 
happening? He is my 
only child, why him? 
Even if he died before 
me, but not so young . 
But then I decided not 
to question God.” 

Farrell said that she 
doesn’t have a lot of 
confidence that the 

person/s who shot 
her   son will ever be 
brought to justice, but 
“whether they find 
someone, yes or no, my 
son cannot come back 
alive”.

Farrell said that she 
hopes something posi-
tive comes out of her 
son’s death.

“I am hoping that 
Shaheem’s life would 
be an example for the 
younger people to re-
alize that not every 

function you have to 
be there, and you have 
to seek time for God… 
and you have to hear 
when older persons talk 
to you, because they 
are talking from experi-
ence . You never know, 
you can be at the wrong 
place at the wrong 
time.” 

“When I was growing 
up, mama used to say 
‘who can’t hear will 
feel’. But not anymore… 
who can’t hear will die. 
That is what it is.” Linette Farrell

Cont'd from Page 3
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L AND F O R SAL E
SHAWS ESTATE, NEVIS

3 ACRES

US$159,000

CB* OUALIE REALTY

WWW.OUALIEREALTY.COM

(869) 469 9403

Vacancy
Laborer at New River

Contact: 669-8320

Original Printing Services
Graphics Designer Vacancy

originalityprinting@gmail.com
+1 (869) 661-9822

Company:KTCS ltd
Position : 2Mixologist and 

1 F&B comptroller
Experience : Minimum 5,6 years.

Contact:7657777
Mk@ktcsvdm.com

APSARAS NEVIS LTD IS HIR-
ING EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

Skills Needed:
Bilingual, Familiar with 
Virtual Office Operation

Email: vgm.nevis@apsarasgroup.co.uk

LYNETTE'S SEWING CENTER 
Sewing Machine Operator Vacancy
Must be able to sew professionally 

1869-667-0067

TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT POSITION AVAILABLE

CALL: 465-2887
Email: rawlingslawchambers@gmail.com

SPACIOUS UNFURNISHED STUDIO 
APARTMENT

FOR RENT, PRICE $850.00
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY

#660-5647

Wanted by Islander 
Water Sport Ltd.

Two (2) water sport attendants

Two (2) boat captains

Two (2) boat mates

Please contact Wincent L. 
Perkins at 869 662 7081 

for further details.

WANTED

Speech Therapy
Spanish & English
Contact: 660-5010

Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco Limited
Sales Supervisor

760-5355
rupesh.waghri@yahoo.com

Vida Liquor & Cigar Lounge Nevis

Position Cigar Expert
764-0737
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Dr Laws warns against complacency 
to avoid fourth wave

By Loshaun Dixon

Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Dr Hazel Laws 
has warned against 
complacency, as the 
Federation aims to delay 

and/or prevent a fourth 
wave of COVID-19.

Dr Laws noted on 
Wednesday that for the 
first time since August, 
active COVID-19 cases 
have fallen below 100, 

with 94 being recorded 
as of that day.

“There is no room for 
complacency at this 
time, it is not an op-
tion. Yes, our numbers 
may be down; however, 

please note that our 
borders are open…we 
are now receiving daily 
flights.

“We note an increase 
in the number of cruise 
ships that are docking, 

and this will continue 
for the rest of the year.”

Dr Laws said that with 
the festive season ap-
proaching, the public 
ought to be on their 
guard to help to prevent 
a fourth wave. 

“We are approaching 
Christmas and Carnival, 
and we are going to see 
an increase in traffic in 
terms of inbound trav-
ellers, so the risk of a 
fourth wave is very real. 
I want us to remember 
this, and complacency 
is not an option.”

She said that it will re-
quire all hands on deck, 
in terms of delaying 
and preventing a fourth 
wave. 

“We have weapons at 
our disposal in terms of 
the COVID-19 preven-
tion and social media, 
let’s use them and pre-
vent this fourth wave.

“Vaccination is the best 
weapon, and so we need 
to continue our vacci-
nation program. In the 
Ministry of Health we 

are at your disposal, 
in terms of health talks 
and whatever you need 
to empower yourself 
in terms of coming on 
board.”

Dr Laws pointed out 
that countries that have 
achieved high vaccina-
tion rates will fare bet-
ter in 2022 versus 2021.

“The countries with a 
high level of hesitancy 
may not fare as well.”

The CMO reiterated 
that face masks, social 
distancing and wash-
ing of hands are other 
weapons that can be 
used to avoid a fourth 
wave

“We are social beings 
but we need to be se-
lective and wise in the 
context of COVID19. 
We need to be care-
ful where we go what 
games we watch...and 
protect ourselves.”

COVID deaths thus 
far have climbed to 
27, with the two latest 
being announced last 
weekend.

Chief Medical Officer, Dr Hazel Laws
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Upgrade of 100-year-
old storage tank 
almost complete 

By Monique Washington 

A water storage tank at 
Hamilton, Nevis, that 
was built in 1904 will 
be operational after a 
major upgrade of the 
structure.

Giving an update on 
the project, Water 
Resources Manager, 
Floyd Robinson, said 
that they are in the last 
phase of the project, 
which is putting on a 
new roof on the tank.

He advised that at the 
time he could not give 
an exact date as to 
when the roof would 
be completed, but said 
that “it will be a couple 

of months before this is 
fully commissioned”.

“When the roof is com-
pleted the Hamilton wa-
ter resource project will 
be completed.”

 “This tank holds over 
360,000 gallons of wa-
ter. Based on the condi-
tions, and that we need 
extra storage, we de-
cided to hold on to this 
and try to get it fi xed …
the rafters are already in 
place, everything else is 
already in place… the 
cover is left to be put 
on,” he said.

Robinson noted that the 
1904 reservoir is an old 
one, but “we are not sure 
of the whole history of 

it. When you are going 
into a project with a lot 
of unknowns you have 
to be careful. It took us 
some time, but we have 
had some success”.

The tank restoration is 
part of a more extensive 
water project being un-
dertaken by the Nevis 
Island Administration at 
Hamilton.  

The operation at the site 
entails water harnessed 
from the newly com-
missioned water well 
which fl ows at 230 gal-
lons per minute through 
the fi ltration system. 
The water then fl ows 
into the new 400,000 
Aqua-store tank on the 
site before it is gravity 

fed into the water sys-
tem for consumers. 

The plant was in-
stalled by two ex-
perts from Lakeshore 
Engineering, and 
two from the vendor, 
AdEdge Technologies. 
Also included was a 
Site Fencing Project 

that will secure the 
water storage facility. 
This part of the proj-
ect has already been 
completed.

Minister with respon-
sibility for water in 
Nevis, Spencer Brand, 
lauded Robinson and 
his team for keeping the 

project on time, despite 
the COVID-19 situa-
tion, and also on budget. 

“When this project is 
completed, we will 
see greater redun-
dancy built into the 
system, especially in 
the Charlestown area,” 
Brand said. 

Spencer Brand (L) with Water Resources Manager, Floyd Robinson
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‘Sugar Mas 50’ calendar features 
J’ouvert, other returning events

By Loshaun Dixon 

The calendar of core 
events for Sugar Mas 
50 has been revealed by 
the National Carnival 
Committee, and fea-
tures the return of the 
National Carnival 
Queen Pageant, 
Swimwear Pageant, 
Soca Monarch and a 
J’ouvert event dubbed 
“Bubble J’ouvert”, as 
part of a hybrid carni-
val of virtual and live 
audiences. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion of the launch of 
the calendar, Minister 
of Culture Jonel Powell 
noted that carnival is an 
important feature of the 
culture of St Kitts and 
Nevis.

“It represents the best of 
who we are as a people. 
It showcases our mu-
sic, arts, craft, folklore, 
food, dance and other 
aspects of our African 
heritage.”

He added that it is a 
form of revenue stream 
for many small business 
operators. 

“Many businesses suf-
fer greatly when there 
is no Carnival, this is 
a reality known by our 
government, and that is 
why we have introduced 
stimulus packages and 
other financial measures 
to help our citizens and 
corporate sector.”

Powell noted that the 
government has main-
tained that its efforts will 
be directed to saving 
lives and livelihoods.

“We are trying our 
best to keep our people 
safe from the ravages 
of COVID-19 while 
still opening the doors 
for cultural expression 
and entrepreneurship. 
However, this is a year 
where we will have to 
act responsibly and be 
mindful that COVID-19 
is still with us, and that 
we should not add to the 

challenges already be-
ing faced by our hard-
working taskforce.”

He implored all to com-
ply with protocols that 
will be outlined for the 
carnival

“The 50th anniversary 
should be remembered 
as a milestone, a great 
cultural celebration, 
and not as a time of 
disaster.”

Powell hailed the 
Carnival Committee 
for creating an exciting 
calendar of events of a 
“hybrid carnival” with 
in-person patrons while 
streaming the events.

Chair of the National 
Carnival Committee 
Shannon Hawley noted 
that the calendar is 
for National Carnival 
core activities that the 
Committee will host.

She said, however, it 
is not only made up of 
traditional events, and 
shortly they will re-
lease other stakeholder 
events.

“Right now we are in 
discussions with various 
stakeholders, various 

fringe events promoters, 
who have been involved 
with us. There will be 
those fringe events to be 
added to the calendar, 
as we get the go-ahead 
from the COVID-19 
task force.

“We felt it was neces-
sary to release our core 
events, so that people 
could recognise and 
confirm that there defi-
nitely will be a ‘Sugar 
Mas 50.’”

Hawley noted that the 
situation is fluid, and 
they will continue to 
build on it with the ad-
vice - and act on the 
instructions of - the 
COVID19 task force. 

Addressing the activi-
ties, Hawley noted that 
they introduced new 
events during the last 
carnival targeting the 
youths, and have re-
turned with the Creative 
Arts Competition, Sugar 
Scope, all of which will 
be ending later this 
month

“We are getting on 
board as many individu-
als, and trying to reward 
them financially in 
some small way as we 

build up to Sugar Mas.”

She said that this week-
end is the first Calypso 
tent, adding they will 
not have individual 
tents and will use an all-
star band.

“There are up to 70 
calypsonians who have 
registered and have 
started practising al-
ready. This tent will 
be virtual, and will be 
the only one that is 
virtual. We just want 
to ensure that from a 
virtual perspective and 
a production perspec-
tive it runs as smoothly 
as possible, before we 
allow a live audience 
into Carnival village.”

All tents at Carnival 
Village will be held on 
November 13, 20 and 
27.

Hawley disclosed that 
as it relates to pro-
tocols for all events, 
they are awaiting writ-
ten details from the 
COVID-19 task force

The opening of ‘Sugar 
Mas’ will be held 
on December 3, and 
Hawley said they will 
be looking to top last 

year’s opening that re-
ceived great reviews.

“We will be going 
down memory lane. We 
are here today because 
of what was started 50 
years ago and before 
that.”

She indicated that this 
year they will also be 
adding a runway chal-
lenge for all pageant 
contestants.

“It is another oppor-
tunity for the general 
public to see the con-
testants. They have 
been very busy, work-
ing hard, and we want 
everyone to come out 
and support them in 
some way, shape or 
form.”

Panorama, Festive 
Friday, Culcha pot, 
Sugar mas track and 
field, folklore avenue, 
are all part of the 
calendar.

Hawley noted the Icons 
event introduced last 
year will be back, but 
will focus on as many 
as the road march win-
ners as possible.

The Carnival Chair 
revealed that both pag-
eants will be held gala 
style at the Marriott 
Dome on December 
22nd and 29th.

“We feel it is an oppor-
tunity for individuals 
to dress up and attend 
our pageants.”

Addressing the Soca 
Monarch, she said it 
will be the “rebirth of 
soca”.

“We have increased 
the prize money for 
the soca monarch, plus 
we are giving the ar-
tistes a preparation fee. 
This year represents 
the rebirth of the soca 
monarch.”

Speaking to the Bubble 
J’ouvert, Hawley 
noted it is not a new 
concept around the 

region. “We’re work-
ing in collaboration 
with the task force, and 
trying to come up with 
a creative way to host 
a J’ouvert - and host a 
J’ouvert that is as safe 
as possible, taking into 
consideration what 
J’ouvert represents.

“The concept is a 
Bubble J’ouvert is a 
J’ouvert not on the 
streets, but in a secure 
venue, featuring as 
many local talents as 
possible.”

She said it would be 
similar to what they 
had last year with “a 
taste of J’ouvert” that 
featured over 15 ar-
tistes and bands last 
year. 

“The intention is to 
ramp it up and feature 
even more in a secure, 
huge, spacious venue. 
Same as on the road, 
but in a stand-up venue

“That is the best of the 
best we could have 
come up with given 
the circumstances, and 
based on the fact we 
are in the middle of a 
pandemic.”

She said they are look-
ing at a number of 
venues that have to be 
approved by the task 
force.

“There will also be 
an opportunity for 
individuals to have 
their own bubble 
J’ouverts.”

Another new event be-
ing added is the ‘Sugar 
Mas Awards’.

“It will be honour-
ing excellence and 
longevity as it relates 
to National Carnival. 
All of the individual 
stakeholders who have 
been involved in some 
way shape or form will 
be honoured,” Hawley 
indicated.

“This will continue 
annually.”

Chair of the National Carnival Committee Shannon Hawley
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Nevisian youths recognized for 
nation-building contributions 

By Monique Washington 

The Department of Youth in 
Nevis has recognized and 
awarded nine youths for their 
strength and resilience, and 
inspiring other young people, 
positively .

The ‘Youth Impact 12 
Awards’ was launched in 
April 2019, and the awards 
ceremony’s second cycle was 
hosted last Friday at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre. 

Three more young people 
were recognized this year, 
compared to 2020 when six 
youths were given awards. 

Kerdis Clarke, Director in the 
Department of Youth speak-
ing with The Observer gave 
insight on the nomination pro-
cess. “Every month there is a 

diff erent category. We ask the 
general public to identify and 
nominate our young people 
for various categories. The 
awardee or selectee is chosen 
for the month, and then in the 
beginning of the new cycle, 
the award ceremony is held,” 
she said 

In the nomination process, the 
nominee must be a resident 
of Nevis for fi ve years;  be-
tween the ages of 18 and 30; 
nominees cannot nominate 
themselves; all nationalities 
are welcomed; the awardees 
must agree to serve as ambas-
sadors of the Department of 
Youth and nominees must be 
available for interviews.

The categories are: January 
(Entrepreneurship), February 
(Information Technology), 

The ‘Youth Impact 12’ AwardeesCont'd on Page 21
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(MSMEs) in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

A total of 3M Euros 
will be awarded to 
CARIFORUM firms.

Manager of 
Competitiveness and 
Export Promotion at 
Caribbean Export, 

Damie Sinanan, said 
through the gener-
ous funding from the 
European Union, they 
are able to provide 
grant funding for 
small, medium and 
large enterprises in the 
Caribbean region.

He said this particular 
iteration of the grant 
funding is focused 

directly on COVID-19 
relief and recovery.

“We want to focus on 
rebuilding better com-
panies, more resilient 
companies coming out 
of this pandemic. 

We know the private 
sector was hit very 
hard by the pandemic 
due to lockdowns, loss 

of customers and re-
stricted travel.”

He said the purpose 
of the grant is to look 
at how they can assist 
businesses in bounc-
ing forward, “because 
we want to build resil-
ient businesses”. 

This was launched 
last week, and has 

identified a large en-
velope of resources of 
the 3M Euros, and they 
are able to give out a 
maximum of 30,000 
Euros, doubling the 
grant amount from the 
previous grant.

“If you are a business 
operating in St Kitts 
and Nevis, you can 
access 30,000 in grant 

funding, and because 
of the size of the en-
velope, we are able to 
give out 100 grants.

“Once they are able 
to go back to pre-
pandemic levels, em-
ploy more persons, 
increase exports, 
bring more foreign 

Direct Supports Grants Programme 
targets small and medium-

sized businesses CONT'D
Cont'd from Page 4

Cont'd on Page 19
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Direct Supports Grants Programme 
targets small and medium-

sized businesses CONT'D

exchange into St Kitts and 
Nevis, and contribute to the 
overall growth of St Kitts 
and Nevis, that is the aim of 
this programme.” Sinanan 
said the grant, “supports 
the digitization of busi-
ness, if you want to set up 
a website or if you want to 
improve the way you use 

technology, renewable en-
ergy, marketing plan, tar-
get new customers and buy 
machinery”.

Phillip Brown, Director 
of the Small Business 
Development Centre in St 
Kitts, thanked Caribbean 
Export for the timely inter-
vention and indicated a need 

for capacity building. “With 
open arms, we look forward 
to the intensified delivery of 
capacity building initiatives, 
specifi cally targeting the mi-
cro, medium and small en-
terprise sector. “This, we are 
of the view, will help to pivot 
many of our enterprises into 
a state of readiness, position-
ing them to now take up the 

challenge of applying for 
grant funding, resulting in 
the desired impact that we 
all look for.”

The Ministry of Trade stands 
ready to transform the sector 
into a giant in a post-COVID 
environment 

“We are of the view that such 

issues as business continu-
ity, strategic and structural 
confi guration, cultural and 
historic orientation, can be 
infused into the capacity 
building interventions and 
we can change and/or create 
mindsets, resulting in a post-
COVID business develop-
ment bonanza.”

Cont'd from Page 18
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March (Sports Excellence), 
April (Youth Development), May 
(Agriculture), June (Youth in the 
Arts), July (Cultural and Historic 
Preservation), August (Health and 
Wellness), September (Patriotism), 
October (Education and Lifelong 
Learning), November (Safety, Security 
and Protection) and December 
(Volunteerism).

The nine individuals that received 
the ‘Youth Impact 12’ Awards were: 
Mervil Jahnel Nisbett for Patriotism; 
Brendon Claxton for Education and 
Lifelong Learning; Diandra Archibald 

and Maliqua Kamau for Volunteerism; 
Yahsulazie Flanders-Grant for 
Entrepreneurship; Javani Tyson for 
Sports Excellence; Jevon Claxton 
for Information Technology;  Shakir 
Stapleton for Youth Development; and 
Davien Griffi  n for Youth in the Arts.

Director Clarke said that increasing the 
number of awardees is encouraging, 
and hoped that in the near future that all 
12 categories will have an awardee.

The theme chosen this year was 
“Champions of Youth work”

“The theme,” Clarke said, “celebrates 
young people that have been involved 

in their local community by showing 
strength and resilience in inspiring 
other young people. The youth impact 
12 awards program does justice to this 
intention”.

At the ceremony, Clarke said that “the 
nine deserving, hard-working, dedi-
cated and selfl ess champions will be 
awarded for their sterling contributions 
to nation-building”.

Clarke used the opportunity to also 
urge the general public to identify and 
nominate youths for the various cat-
egories, while emphasizing that “when 
they shine, we all shine”.  Permanent 
Secretary of in the Ministry of Youth, 

Sports and Social Development, Keith 
Glasgow, who also gave remarks at the 
ceremony, said that the theme has been 
borrowed by the Youth Department, 
“and we therefore wish to think of 
our youth awardees as champions in 
these diff erent areas in which they will 
be awarded”.

“I see you as champions of good charac-
ter, champions in your chosen careers, 
champions for positive change, and 
champions within your communities. 
I extend congratulations to you award-
ees, on the work that you’ve done, and 
the excellent work that you continue 
to do. May your work bring enduring 
benefi ts to your communities,” he said.

Nevisian youths recognized for 
nation-building contributions

Cont'd from Page 17
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