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EC dollar “remains stable 
and strong” decades on

By Loshaun Dixon

After 38 years of the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
serving the people of 

the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union 
(ECCU), the EC dol-
lar remains stable and 
strong, according to 
the Bank’s Governor 
Timothy Antoine. The 

Agreement establishing 
the ECCB as the mon-
etary authority for the 
eight ECCB participat-
ing governments was 
signed on 5 July 1983 
in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The ECCB was offi  cial-
ly commissioned on 1 
October 1983, replacing 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Authority 
(ECCA) which was 
established in March 

1965.

The primary objec-
tive of the ECCB is to 
maintain the stability of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency and the in-
tegrity of the bank-
ing system. The Bank 
also has the mandate 
of providing policy 
advice and promoting 
the economic develop-
ment of its eight mem-
ber countries: Anguilla, 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
Commonwealth of 
Dominica, Grenada, 
Montserrat, Saint 
Christopher (St Kitts) 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia 
and Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines.

Antoine said that they 
“celebrate with pro-
found gratitude for the 
framers, founders and 
all who have contribut-
ed along this journey”. 

“Today, in this turbu-
lent economic season, 
the ECCB stands and 
shines as a bulwark of 
resilience and beacon 
of strength, and remains 
fi rmly focused on socio-
economic transforma-
tion for the shared 
prosperity of the people 
of our Currency Union.

Speaking at a celebra-
tory event, Antoine said 
that there is monetary 
stability in the ECCU. 
“Monetary stability 
means that the parity 
of our EC dollar is the 

same as it was in 1983 

1 EC to 2.70 USD. That 
has been the same since 
1976. Forty-fi ve years 
of stability.”

He said stability means 
that savings in the 
bank are protected in 
terms of their value, 
because the EC dollar 
is stable and strong.

“That also means 
when you need US 
dollars, you can go 
to your bank or credit 
union and ask to pur-
chase US dollars and 
if they don’t have it, 
they can come to our 
central bank and pro-
vide it, because we 
have foreign reserves 
to back our currency.”

Antoine said after 38 
years, some people 
will take the benefits 
for granted.

“These things don’t 
happen by accident; 
it requires diligence, 
vision, hard work, 
persistence, steward-
ship. Many of the 
benefits we all take 
for granted, and are 
not enjoyed by coun-
tries larger than us in 
our region.”

He said the central 
bank will continue to 
work hard to ensure 
that it can maintain 
the strength and sta-
bility of the EC dollar.

ECCB Governor, Timothy Antoine
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Powell: Teachers key in 
education recovery 

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell has 
hailed the commitment 
of teachers, as they 

continue to lead in de-
livering education dur-
ing the pandemic, and 
play a signifi cant role in 
the recovery.

World Teachers’ Day 

was celebrated Tuesday, 
under the theme 
“Teachers at the heart of 
education recovery”. 

Saluting teachers, 
Powell said the theme 

takes on special signifi -
cance, because for the 
second World Teachers’ 
Day in succession, 
teachers are recog-
nised and celebrated 
amidst the COVID -19 

pandemic.

“Teachers the world 
over, and quite naturally 
here in the Federation, 
continue to be on the 
front line, as this pan-
demic continues in its 
attempts to ravage our 
economies and educa-
tion systems.”

He said teachers during 
the pandemic have made 
many sacrifi ces in the 
face of big challenges. 

“Teachers are coming 
out of their comfort 
zone to teach children 
online. More teach-
ers are accepting the 
call for resilience and 
creativity to be able to 
deliver relevant and 
quality education, even 
as we grapple with the 
ongoing impact of the 
COVID pandemic. 

“In an instant, the coro-
navirus threatened and 
continues to threaten the 
delivery of face-to-face 
instructions in schools. 
As a result, face-to-face 
instructions now put at 
risk the lives of teach-
ers, their students, and 
all who work within 
learning institutions.”

Powell said teachers are 
committed to engaging 
students in the face-to-
face learning context of 
the pandemic.

“School-based adminis-
trators and teachers can 
be seen daily, carrying 

out health screening on 
school campuses, ad-
ministering and enforc-
ing protocols designed 
to keep themselves and 
their students safe, to 
ensure that learning 
loss is further reduced 
and kept to a minimum. 
These actions and the 
resolve of teachers un-
derpin the theme for this 
year’s World Teachers’ 
Day.”

He concurred that 
teachers are at the heart 
of education recovery. 

“The majority of teach-
ers have adopted a 
can-do and whatever-it-
takes approach to keep 
their students safely en-
gaged in active teaching 
and learning during a 
pandemic - be it in a vir-
tual space or in-person. 
On this World Teachers’ 
Day, I use this occasion 
to affi  rm teachers at all 
levels, and to say a sin-
cere thank you for going 
above and beyond to en-
sure that the continuity 
of students’ learning is 
given top priority.”

He said the entire coun-
try celebrates teachers 
for the multifaceted role 
that they have taken on 
in the fi ght against the 
pandemic. 

“The nation celebrates 
teachers for their in-
novativeness and cre-
ativity in ensuring that 

Minister of Education Jonel Powell

Cont'd on Page 15
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Nevis to have 
COVID testing 
capacity soon

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Island Administration (NIA) 
will soon be in possession of two 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) sys-
tems, and after commissioning them, 
will for the first time begin testing in 
Nevis, later this month.

In August, the NIA received a 
QuantStudio 5 Real-Time PCR System, 
through a donation of the Drahi 
Foundation in Switzerland.

Premier of Nevis and Minister of Health 
Mark Brantley revealed on Wednesday 
that his administration had received 
approval to use funds for a second 
PCR testing machine. That piece of 
equipment is being purchased with 
funds donated by the Government of 
Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots 
Human Security Projects. 

“We had received a QuantStudio 5 PCR 
Machine. It is now here at our lab at the 
GMBC Building. Some reagents have 
been received and more are expected 
shortly. We have also now been granted 
approval to withdraw funds to make pay-
ment for a second machine, a GeneXpert 
PCR machine, that we got through dip-
lomatic efforts with the Japanese gov-
ernment, and we are to wire funds this 
week. So Nevis will have access to two 
machines,” he said.

Brantley noted that it is a “ huge step 
forward  for “Nevis now acquiring this 
piece of equipment 

“Nevis now will have the ability to test 
here on the island, so once a swab is 
taken it goes to our lab and the test re-
sults are returned,” he said. Brantley said 
that he hopes that the machines will be 
up and running this month.

He explained why the first machine was 
not commissioned yet .

“We are now waiting for a technician out 
of Trinidad, who will come in and install 
and certify the biosafety hood that is re-
quired to create a sterile environment for 
testing. We are waiting for that technician 
to confirm a date for travel. Our local lab 
staff will undergo PCR training, and we 
have already hired additional staff. We 
have sent a request to the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) for a vi-
rologist to train lab staff.” 

The Premier noted that currently, Nevis 
does not have any testing capacity.  He 
informed that each sample that is taken 

has to be sent to labs in St Kitts. “We 
are wholly dependent on the labs in 
St Kitts in terms of getting a response, 
and they have done an excellent job to 
date. But naturally, with the upsurge in 
cases and some difficulty that has been 
experienced, some delays have been 
encountered.” 

Brantley said that the majority of the 
testing cost is borne by the taxpayer, and 
the NIA currently owes money to testing 
labs in St Kitts 

“When we do contact tracing, for exam-
ple, we don’t charge. The government 
pays the bill. I can say publicly that we 
have outstanding bills with the labs in 
St Kitts that we are fighting to clear,” he 
revealed.

When questioned by The Observer as to 
testing fees when Nevis commissions its 
PCR machines, Brantley said that each 
test will have a cost.

 “There will be a cost; how much it will 
be that has to be worked out. We could 
not afford to do free testing. We will try 
to have a cost as low as possible.”

GeneXpert

QuantStudio 5

Insensitivity 
and insularity

It is a downright disgrace that countries with surplus doses of Covid-19 vac-
cines have continued to exhibit their selfish ways.  The reports have been less 
than flattering with respect to the impact of such actions.

According to a report from CNBC in the US, just 37% of people in Latin America 
and the Caribbean have been fully vaccinated against Covid-19. This was disclosed 
Wednesday by officials from the World Health Organization’s regional branch for 
the Americas.An overall lack of vaccine availability is a main factor restricting im-
munization rates in both regions, Pan American Health Organization Director Dr. 
Carissa Etienne said at a briefing. 

“We must focus our attention to close this gap as quickly as possible,” Etienne 
said. “In just the past week, 875,000 vaccine doses arrived in countries across Latin 
America and the Caribbean, but we know these are not enough to protect everyone.”

“So we continue to urge countries with surplus doses to share theirs with countries 
in our region, where they can have life-saving impact,” she added.

The CNBC report states that at least 10 countries across Latin America and the 
Caribbean have vaccinated less than 25% of their population, including Guatemala, 
Venezuela and Honduras.

Current estimates indicate Haiti has fully immunized less than 1% of its population. 
In addition to inequities in access, vaccine hesitancy is also suppressing vaccination 
rates across Latin America and the Caribbean, Etienne said. She called for vaccine 
distributors to bring doses directly to communities, transportation to vaccination 
clinics and clearer communication on the safety and effectiveness of current vaccine 
options.

“While we still face a shortage of vaccines in many of our countries, what we are 
saying is that in some areas, even when vaccines are available, persons are not com-
ing forward,” Etienne said. “In many settings, vaccine hesitancy is assumed to be 
the cause of low uptake of vaccines.”

“But on closer study, we see the greater importance of other factors, such as acces-
sibility, availability and quality of services.” 

How disturbing that global health is being compromised by insensitivity and 
insularity
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Anthony Johnson 
remembered 
far and wide

By Loshaun Dixon 

Prominent attorney and 
former President of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
Anthony Johnson 
passed away Sunday 
evening after a brief 
illness, and tributes in 
reaction to his death has 
come from varying sec-
tors of society.

Johnson was the imme-
diate past President of 
the SKNFA, vacating 
the role in late August 
after not seeking a 
fourth term.

Tributes to Johnson 
started pouring in 
Monday morning from 
football clubs and exec-
utives, as well as other 

organisations. 

The SKNFA in a state-
ment extended sincerest 
condolences to his fam-
ily and friends.

“Mr. Johnson served as 
President from 2009 to 
2021 and was instru-
mental in the growth 
of the game of football 
in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
We’ll pray for peace 
and comfort during this 
time of mourning. May 
his soul rest in eternal 
peace.”

President of the SKNFA 
Atiba Harris in a per-
sonal tribute said the 
football fraternity is 
mourning the sudden 
passing of the former 
President of the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Football 

Association.

“Mr Johnson served as 
president for 12 years 
from 2009-2021. I’ll 
like to extend sincere 
condolences to his 
family and friends dur-
ing this time. RIP Mr 
President.”

Johnson also received 
tributes from the 
Football Associations 
of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Antigua and Barbuda 
and St Vincent and the 
Grenadines, among 
others.

The St Kitts-Nevis 
Bar Association paid 
tribute to Johnson not-
ing “the sudden and 
untimely death of our 
learned friend Anthony 
L. Johnson with deep 

shock and sadness. We 
send condolences to 
his family, friends and 
colleagues. They will 
remain in our prayers”.

They said he would be 
missed as a member of 
the legal fraternity.

“Anthony, the Managing 
Partner of Johnson and 
Associates, practised 
law for over 25 years 
in the British Virgin 
Islands and St. Kitts & 
Nevis, and was a widely 
respected member of 
our profession. Anthony 
was also a stalwart in 
the Federation’s foot-
ball and entertainment 
communities. He will 
be dearly missed”.

President of the Bar 
Association, Garth 
Wilkin offered support, 
thoughts and prayers to 
Johnson’s family and 
other colleagues.

“Anthony’s son, 
Shabazz Johnson, and 
Anthony’s law part-
ner, Vadeesha John-
Brookes. May they find 
solace in the knowledge 
that Anthony was loved, 
appreciated and ad-
mired in the profession 
and beyond. We pray 
that Anthony rests in 
eternal peace.”

The Ministry of Sport 
also conveyed heartfelt 

condolences to the fam-
ily of the late Anthony 
Johnson.

“Johnson was a promi-
nent member of the 
Legal Fraternity and 
the immediate past 
president of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA). 
During his tenure 
as president (2009 
to 2021), he worked 
in concert with the 
Ministry of Sport to en-
sure the growth of local 
players and the contin-
ued development of the 
sport.”

Johnson also played a 
role in one of the ma-
jor events for Carnival 
in that of the Inception 
Fete, where according 
to the National Carnival 
Committee, he was a 
part of Professional 
Promoters who in 2010, 
realizing the need to 
enhance the Carnival 
product, gave life to the 
first-ever premium All-
Inclusive Carnival Fete 
dubbed Inception.

The National Carnival 
Committee also wished 
his family, friends and 
colleagues peace and 
strength during this dif-
ficult time.

The St. Kitts-Nevis 
Labour Party also 
paid tribute to the late 

Johnson who served the 
party as a lawyer and 
political advisor.

“Most recently we have 
lost a dear comrade and 
lawyer, Mr. Anthony 
Johnson. His passing 
is a shocker for us all. 
Anthony Johnson was 
a brilliant lawyer, po-
litical advisor, sports 
enthusiast, and com-
munity activist. He was 
selfless, talented, and 
a devoted patriot who 
served his nation and 
people well. He was an 
ardent supporter of the 
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party and lived by our 
party’s motto, “For 
the Good that We Can 
Do”.”

They said the passing of 
Mr. Anthony Johnson is 
not just a great loss for 
his family and loved 
ones and our party, but 
also for the people of 
St. Kitts and Nevis on a 
whole. 

“The SKNLP is deeply 
grieved and extends 
our condolences to the 
family and loved ones 
of lawyer, Mr. Anthony 
Johnson. We are grate-
ful to have been blessed 
with the opportunity to 
learn from him and ex-
perience his greatness. 
May his soul rest in 
peace.”

Anthony Johnson
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Brantley reaches 
out to Candy 

Resort investors 
By Monique Washington   

In a quest to bring eco-
nomic movement to the 
island of Nevis, Premier 
the Hon. Mark Brantley 
has reached out to the 
investors of the Candy 
Resort, in the hope that 
they will continue their 
US$20 million project 

in St. James.

Five years prior, a law-
suit ensued between a 
property owner and in-
vestor Anne Bass, the 
NIA and Candy Resort. 

The lawsuit alleged that 
the proposed Candy 
Resort was approved 
without a complete and 

proper EIA.

The site for the 4.4-acre 
US$20 Million Candy 
Resort at Liburd Hill 
Village now sits aban-
doned, The construction 
was to be carried out by 
Caribbean Development 
Consultant Ltd and the 
ground was broken in 
2015. The 17-building, 

51-unit development 
was to be completed in 
December of 2016.

Justice Darshan 
Ramdhani in 2017 
dismissed Bass’ case. 
Bass appealed the deci-
sion, and the Court of 
Appeal granted the ap-
plication for a stay of 
planning permission of 
the Candy Resort, until 
her (Bass’) appeal was 
determined, an applica-
tion that was vigorously 
challenged by the NIA 
and the developer.

On September 22, The 
Hon. Mr. Davidson 
Kelvin Baptiste, Justice 
of Appeal, The Hon. 
Mde. Gertel Thom, 
Justice of Appeal, and 
The Hon. Mr Paul 
Webster, Justice of 
Appeal (Ag) upheld the 
High Court Judge’s rul-
ing and dismissed Bass’ 
case.

Premier Brantley said 
that this case has made 
Nevis lose a lot of eco-
nomic stimulation.

“I look at what the is-
land has lost. We have 
lost the investment in 

terms of construction. 
We have lost the jobs in 
terms of management 
and landscaping, and 
the care that is required 
in a project of that na-
ture. And for what? And 
I truly ask that, for 
what?”

Brantley noted that an 
initial EIA was done 
for the project, but be-
cause of issues raised, 
the developers submit-
ted an amended EIA to 
address those concerns. 
He added that though 
the EIA was amended, 
litigation and appeals 
still continued.

“At the end of the day, it 
has been fi ve years, and 
we have an unfi nished, 
unsightly buildings 
now in St James and no 
employment.

“Many persons say that 
there are no investors, 
but when you get inves-
tors and they come, you 
have other people who 
seek to frustrate that 
investment.”

Brantley said that 
though the investors 
moved on, he has since 

spoken to them and en-
couraged them to return.

“I have been in touch 
with the investors. And 
I am saying to them that 
notwithstanding the lost 
time, that the island re-
mains committed, the 
island remains in need 
of investment, and that 
if they are minded, the 
government will be will-
ing to work with them 
to see what if anything 
can be worked out to 
seek…to rescue some 
or all of the original 
development that had 
been scheduled there in 
the parish of St James.”

Brantley reassured 
his commitments to 
Nevisians that he will 
continue to seek new 
development. 

“I want to commit to the 
people of St James, and 
to the people of Nevis, 
that we will continue to 
seek development for 
our island, to seek in-
vestment for our island, 
and we will continue to 
ensure that our environ-
ment is protected. The 
two things are not mu-
tually exclusive.”

Premier the Hon. Mark Brantley
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We must get Alexandra Hospital 
new wing right: Brandy-Williams

By Monique Washington

The $19 million new 
wing project at the 
Alexandra Hospital 
will be picking up 
steam in the upcoming 
weeks, as consultants 
and experts are fi naliz-
ing the layout of the in-
terior and other details 
of the building. 

The project broke 

ground in 2017. 

Jointly funded by 
the Sugar Industry 
Diversifi cation Fund 
(SIDF) and Nevis 
Island Administration, 
construction began in 
May 2018. 

The fi rst phase of the 
project is $12 mil-
lion, with a $7 million 
grant from the SIDF. 
The second phase is 

estimated to cost $7 
million.

Junior Minister of 
Health, Hon. Hazel 
Brandy-Williams pre-
viously revealed that 
two contractors will be 
working on the proj-
ect. Edrick Pemberton 
of Wedge Construction 
is responsible for 
the construction of 
the Physiotherapy 
Wing, the Paediatric 

Isolation Wing and the 
Laboratory Wing. His 
contract with varia-
tion is $7.2 million. 
The other contrac-
tor, Clive Evelyn of 
Evelyn’s Construction, 
is responsible for the 
Operating Theatre and 
the Radiology Wing. 
His contract with vari-
ation is $9.1million.

The new wing is es-
timated to be 60,000 
square feet and will in-
clude a physiotherapy 
wing, pediatric isola-
tion wing, laboratory 
wing, operating theatre 
and radiology wing.

Brandy-Williams said 
this past week that 
the hospital project is 
“technical” and can-
not be rushed. As such, 
expert consultants 
were brought in by the 
Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO). 
“We are not building 

an ordinary house. It is 
a very technical build-
ing, and it warrants 
going over the plans 
and ensuring that they 
are done properly. We 
have been in consulta-
tion with the experts 
from PAHO, who are 
guiding us each step of 
the way.” 

The Junior Minister 
said that the project 
has had some delays, 
but these were for 
good cause.

“In as much as it has 
been a little bit de-
layed, it has been de-
layed for all the good 
reasons. And the good 
reason is that we want 
to have this facility for 
the next 50, 60 years. 
We must, we must, I 
emphasise, get it right 
now. There is no room 
for error in building 
and commissioning a 
hospital. That is a very 

important facility and 
we must get it right,” 
she said.

She advised that last 
week the consultants 
were in Nevis to en-
sure that the internal 
workfl ow of the hospi-
tal is “spot on”.

“They have made their 
fi nal adjustments, and 
we are now waiting for 
the fi nal internal plan 
for the internal fl ow 
of the workings of the 
hospital,”

She said that by mid-
October both contrac-
tors would be “back on 
the job”. 

 “It has been a long 
time in coming, but I 
want to assure you that 
once these edifi ces are 
completed, it will be 
something that all of 
us can be proud of.”

Junior Minister of Health, Hazel Brandy-Williams
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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Vacancy 
Warehouse Supervisor, 

Working Hours: 9am-5pm
Must beagle to work on 

Sundays when ship in port.
Apply to: I Love St. Kitts 2

Address..Building no 24 store 
no 04 port zante Basseterre 

st.kitts
Email: SKBinfo@yahoo.com

Property for 
Sale 

Located at Four Seasons 
Resort Estates

Land with dwelling house
List price $1.795 million USD
Contact: info@fsrenevis.com 

or
469.1199

Property for 
Sale 

House on .5 acres of land
at Nisbet Plantation

Asking Price: $1.3 million 
USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.
com

Or 869.663.8910

Vacancy
PLATINUM WORK

Needs  a  Manager
Contact: 660-3740

Nevis Ranks #2 Top Island in 
Caribbean and the Atlantic

By Monique Washington 

Nevis is ranked number 2 
on the Condé Nast Traveler 
Readers’ Choice Awards Top 
Island in all of the Caribbean 
and the Atlantic this year

According to Condé Nast, 
“The Readers’ Choice Awards 
are the longest-running and 
most prestigious recognition 
of excellence in the travel 
industry. 

More than 800,000 trans-
atlantic readers submitted 
responses, rating their travel 
experiences across the globe, 
to provide a full snapshot 
about the places they can’t 
wait to return to next”.

Condé Nast announced the 
winners in the various cat-
egories on October 5. 

A total of 20 islands made the 
ranking, with Nevis falling 
behind St. Barts for the top 
spot. St. Kitts also ranked in 

the top 20 on that list in posi-
tion #19

Minister of Tourism and 
Premier Hon Mark Brantley 
told the Observer that being 
ranked #2 is a “remarkable 
achievement”

“Nevis being voted number 2 
in most desirable destinations 
in the Caribbean and Atlantic 
is a remarkable achievement, 
and underscores the strong 
tourism product that our is-
land offers. We hope that as 
we emerge from this pan-
demic, old friends will return 
to Nevis, and new friends 
will come to discover how 
the Caribbean used to be,” he 
said.

Jadine Yarde, Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) at the Nevis 
Tourism Authority (NTA) ex-
pressed gratitude, noting that 
it has a been a difficult time 
within the tourism sector.

“We thank the readers of 
Condé Nast Traveler for 

sharing their travel experi-
ences and placing Nevis 
amongst the very best. This 
has been a difficult time for 
tourism worldwide for obvious 
reasons. Receiving the Readers’ 
Choice Award is especially 
meaningful now, as we’ve used 
the last 18 months to further 

enhance the island’s tourism 
offerings in anticipation of the 
return of international travel-
lers to this piece of paradise, 
we call home,’ she said.

Not only was Nevis recog-
nized as the number 2 Top 
Island in all of the Caribbean 

and the Atlantic, but two re-
sorts in the destination were 
also ranked among the Top 
40 Resorts in the Caribbean 
Islands. The Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis ranked no. 13, 
and the elegant boutique ho-
tel, Montpelier Plantation & 
Beach, ranked no. 32.
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Fully vaccinated travellers’ 
quarantine period cut to 24 hours

By Loshaun Dixon

The quarantine period 
for fully vaccinated 
travellers entering St. 
Kitts and Nevis has been 
reduced to 24 hours, 
once said passengers 
have tested negative for 
COVID-19 on arrival 
and 72 hours prior to ar-
riving in the Federation.

This was announced 
Wednesday in the 
Federation’s new 
Statutory Rules and 
Orders, No. 38 of 2021.

The SR&O states, 
“ N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
the provisions of the 
COVID-19 (Prevention 
and Control) Act, all 
arriving travellers who 
are fully vaccinated 
against the COVID-19 
virus (a) shall remain in 
a government-approved 
COVID-19 Hotel or 
quarantine facility for 
a period of twenty-four 
hours and a COVID-19 
test sample would be 
taken within that period; 
or (b) may quarantine at 
a private residence cer-
tifi ed by the National 
COVID-19 Taskforce, 
with the written per-
mission of the Chief 
Medical Offi  cer in 
consultation with the 
Commissioner of Police 
and shall remain in 
quarantine for a period 
of twenty-four hours 
and a COVID-19 test 
sample would be taken 
within that period; and 
(c) shall only be re-
leased from quarantine 
upon receiving a nega-
tive RT-PCR test.”

It also says that, “all 
travellers shall be re-
quired to submit offi  cial 
proof of a negative RT-
PCR test taken 72 hours 
prior to entry into Saint 
Christopher and Nevis, 
and that all travellers 
shall be required to 
submit offi  cial proof of 
their vaccination status 
against the COVID-19 
virus, prior to entry into 
Saint Christopher and 

Nevis”.

“Pursuant to sub-reg-
ulation, a non-resident 
traveller shall be re-
quired to produce proof 
of full vaccination upon 
arrival in order to enter 
in Saint Christopher and 
Nevis.” 

All citizens and 
residents of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
will be permitted en-
try, irrespective of their 
vaccination status. 

“All persons who are not 
fully vaccinated shall 
remain in quarantine for 
at least 14 days, except 
children under 18 who 
are travelling with their 
fully vaccinated parents 
and who will be subject 
to the same quarantine 
time as their parents and 
a person who is not ful-
ly vaccinated (a) shall 
remain in a government 
approved COVID-19 
Hotel or quarantine 
facility for a period 
of 14 days; or (b) may 
quarantine, for a period 
of 14 days at their own 
cost for COVID-19 
approved security ser-
vices, at a private resi-
dence certifi ed by the 
National COVID-19 
Taskforce, with the 
written permission 

of the Chief Medical 
Offi  cer in consultation 
with the Commissioner 
of Police; and (c) shall 
only be released from 
quarantine upon receiv-
ing a negative RT-PCR 
test.”

On Wednesday, Chair of 
the National COVID-19 
Task Force Abdias 
Samuel said that the 
task force would have 
met with the hoteliers 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
to discuss a number of 
matters that are aff ect-
ing their service and 
their businesses. 

“One of the areas that 
would have been high-
lighted is the reduc-
tion of the quarantine 
period.”

At the time, he said, 
several recommenda-
tions were before the 
federal cabinet to have 
the quarantine period 
reduced. 

He said there were rec-
ommendations for 48 
hours and test to 24 
hours and test.

Samuel said they also 
assisted the hoteliers to 
contract the services of 
the labs and having cer-
tifi ed doctors and nurses 

conduct the swabbing 
of guests. “This we 
project will help us with 

the current challenges 
and easing the burden 
on health offi  cers who 

are currently working 
hard.”

Chair of the National COVID-19 Task Force Abdias Samuel
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No need for a 
vaccine mandate: 

Senator Phipps
By Loshaun Dixon

There is no need for a vaccine man-
date, thanks to the high rate of vac-
cinations, according to Disaster 
Mitigation Council Chair and 
Minister of Labour, Senator the 
Honourable Wendy Phipps.

“St Kitts and Nevis has the fortune of 
being the leading jurisdiction within 
Caricom, in terms of the vaccination 
rate we are fortunate to have. We 
have over 70% of the target popula-
tion with one dose, and we are almost 
at 70% with people double-dosed,” 
Phipps said.

She explained that with the current 
level of vaccination, it stands to rea-
son that it makes no sense to force a 
vaccine mandate on the population.

“In all of the jurisdictions that we 
have noticed, including the United 

States of America, there have been 
vaccine mandates that were deemed 
necessary because of high levels of 
vaccine hesitancy and outbreaks in 
the public.”

Phipps said that a mandate would 
only be made if the government sees 
the need for it.

“If the day ever comes for a vaccine 
mandate, it will be backed by an abun-
dance of irrefutable evidence that we 
had no other choice but to do so. For 
the time being, there is no justifi able 
case we can make to force people to 
take a vaccine.”

The government minister acknowl-
edged that there is a hesitancy by an 
insignifi cant portion of the public, but 
also noted that education is important.

“There are a number of persons in St. 
Kitts and Nevis who are vaccine-hes-
itant, and to be fair to some of them, 

it could be as a result of fear and other 
issues such as underlying conditions 
and they don’t know who to talk to.

“What we don’t want is our people to 
be of the view that we are pounding 

them over the head to get vaccinated. 
I believe we will catch more fl ies 
with honey if we explain the benefi ts 
of getting the vaccines. St Kitts and 
Nevis has a long history of vaccine 
acceptance.”

Senator the Hon. Wendy Phipps
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October dubbed 
‘Pinktober’ in 

recognition of 
Breast Cancer 

Month

By Monique Washington 

More and more young 
people in the Federation 
are being diagnosed 
with breast cancer, 
and for October, the 
Ministry of Health will 
be hosting a number 
of activities to bring 
awareness to the disease 
during what they have 
dubbed ‘Pinktober’.

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month has 
been observed for the 
past 36 years. 

Activities this year in-
clude the lighting of the 
Ministry of Tourism’s 
#nevisnice sign in pink. 
A podcast on Breast 
Cancer: Sexuality and 
Intimacy, with special 
guests Dr. Merisa Grant-
Tate and Mrs. Camara 
Lee-Prentice. There 
will also be a Workplace 
Lump Detection session 
with Dr Essien.

Breast cancer not only 
affects women but 
men too. According 
to the World Health 
Organization (WHO),  
2.3 million people in 
2020 were diagnosed 
with breast cancer. 

According to the 
Junior Minister of 
Health in the Nevis 

Island Administration 
Hon. Hazel Brandy–
Williams, the disease 
is now affecting the 
younger population.

“Here in the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the incidence of Breast 
Cancer continues to 
increase, and younger 
and younger women 
are becoming affected. 
Data show that in 2019 
there were 25 new cases 
of Breast Cancer and 16 
new cases recorded in 
2020, ranging from age 
30 to 90 years old,” she 
said.

At the launch of 
‘Pinktober’ on October 
1 Brandy-Williams said 
that the first activity for 
the month will be the 
lighting of the #nevis-
nice sign (to the bottom 
of the Bypass Road) in 
pink . 

“This is to illuminate 
what we have been go-
ing through as a country 
with the number of cas-
es that we have seen in 
breast cancer,” she said.

Brandy-Williams noted 
that during the COVID 
19 pandemic, people 
should not lose sight of 
other diseases. 

“We cannot lose sight 
of the prevalence of the 

non-communicable dis-
eases, in particular hy-
pertension, diabetes, and 
all the different forms 
of cancers. We want to 
bring that awareness, 
that in the heat of fight-
ing this COVID-19  pan-
demic we cannot lose 
sight of all the ailments 
that we have to deal 
with.” 

She urged all adults, es-
pecially young women, 
to do their monthly self-
checks and annual mam-
mogram screenings.

“It is important. Do your 
monthly check? It is 
simple. Get accustomed 
to touching your breasts 
- looking to see if there 
is any significant change 
in any particular month. 
And if you feel some-
thing, check with your 
doctors immediately. 

Brandy-Williams said 
that the NIA will con-
tinue to support those 
who have been affected 
by the disease.

“We will continue to 
support our breast can-
cer patients, continue 
to support breast cancer 
survivors, continue to 
support the families that 
have been devastated  by 
this very dreaded disease 
known as breast cancer.”

#nevisnice in pinks lights
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students’ needs are addressed. St. 
Kitts and Nevis celebrates its teach-
ers for their commitment and dedica-
tion in reporting to work daily. 

The Federation celebrates you, our 
teachers, for the many personal 
sacrifices and selflessness in giving 
your time, expertise and personal 
resources, for the cause of educa-
tion in this our beloved country.” 
The Education Minister also urged 

parents to acknowledge the invalu-
able service that teachers offer.

“I am confident that if parents do 
not understand the work that teach-
ers do, the experiences when there 
is no in-school instruction have 
enabled them to develop outstand-
ing respect for and gratitude to 
teachers. Thus, I implore all of us 
to exhibit tangible acts of thank-
fulness to our teachers during this 
Teachers’ Week.”

Powell: Teachers 
key in education 

recovery 
Cont'd from Page 3
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