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NIA, Federal Government collaborate 
on re-opening, growth of the 

entertainment industry
Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
Minister of Culture 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
has welcomed the 
collaboration with 
Hon. Akilah Byron-
Nisbett and her team 
in the Ministry of 
Entertainment and 
Talent Development in 
the government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis as they 
chart the course for the 
safe re-opening and de-
velopment of the enter-
tainment industry.

Minister Byron-
Nisbett, in conjunc-
tion with the Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation, hosted a 
consultation with per-
sons on Nevis involved 
in the entertainment 
industry on October 
08, 2021 at the Nevis 
Performing Arts Centre 
(NEPAC).

During the opening 
ceremony, Hon. Evelyn 
commended his col-
league in the Federal 
Cabinet for includ-
ing the entertainers on 
Nevis in the plans to 
re-open and develop the 
sector. He noted that the 
sector has been essen-
tially closed since the 
onset on the COVID-19 
pandemic in March 
2020 as protocols pro-
hibit mass gatherings.

“I believe that this con-
sultation is very timely 
because…for the past 
year and a half the enter-
tainment industry here 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
as has been the case in 
the region and through-
out the world, has been 
very much challenged 
and absolutely nothing 
much has been happen-
ing in the entertainment 
industry.

“I really welcome the 
excellent opportunity 
that the federal ministry 
is giving the entertain-
ers here on Nevis to be 

here to collaborate, to 
ask questions… This 
consultation gives 
us an opportunity to 
collaborate more be-
tween the Ministry 
of Entertainment and 
Talent Development 
and my Ministry of 
Culture et al. I believe 
that these are two min-
istries that will work 
very closely together 
based on the mandate 
of both ministries. My 
Ministry thrives on 
collaboration and part-
nerships, and so we 
welcome the collabora-
tion and partnership that 
I know will take place 
and I look forward very 
much to working with 
Minister Byron-Nisbett, 
her Ministry and her 
team from St. Kitts in 
the move to have more 
recognition of our en-
tertainers,” he said.

Hon. Byron-Nisbett 
said the federal govern-
ment empathized with 
those in the entertain-
ment industry who had 
been heavily impacted, 
especially fi nancially, 
by the closure of the 
sector. She revealed 
that plans for its reopen-
ing are at an advanced 
stage.

“We know that many of 
you have been hard hit 
by the pandemic and 
have had to fi nd alterna-
tive sources of employ-
ment…We recognize 
that the pandemic has 
resulted in many of you 
being incapable of gain-
ing income from your 
creative talents. Even 
before the pandemic, 
fi nancing creative busi-
nesses was challenging.

“We are working with 
the relevant authori-
ties to ensure the safe 
reopening of the en-
tertainment industry. 
However, we must 
all be mindful that 
COVID-19 remains a 
reality, but this does not 

mean that a new normal 
for entertainment can-
not be established and as 
such we would have put 

forward recommenda-
tions from the Ministry 
to the COVID-19 Task 
Force and all the other 

relevant stakeholders 
for the safe re-opening 

of the entertainment 

Cont'd on Page 6
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DOA hosts Family Fun 
Day on World Food Day

By Monique Washington 

The Department of 
Agriculture (DOA) will 
be hosting a fi rst of its 
kind Family Fun Day 

at the Cades Bay Fruit 
Orchid, in recognition 
of World Food Day 
(WFD), on Saturday 
(October 16).

This year’s theme for 

WFD is “Our actions 
are our future – Better 
production, better nutri-
tion, a better environ-
ment and a better life.”

The DOA is also 

hosting two other ac-
tivities later this month 
- an Agri Market Street 
Aff air on Market Street 
on October 29, and the 
Minister Cook Off  (vir-
tual) on October 30, 

which will be held at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Centre (NEPAC).

The Observer spoke 
with the Manager of 
the Cades Bay Orchid, 
Floyd Liburd, who is 
describing the upcom-
ing event as “fun”.

“The event will be fun.  
It’s a family fun day. 
Plus it is a way for us 
to bring awareness to 
that area. The entry fee 
for this event is free,’ he 
said.

Cades Bay Fruit Orchid 
began providing gar-
den tours to locals and 
visitors in March of 
this year. The ‘Around 
the Garden Tour’ is 
a collaborative eff ort 
between the Ministry 
of Agriculture and 
the Nevis Tourism 
Authority.

The Cades Bay Orchid 
is open every day, 
while persons can par-
ticipate in the  ‘Around 
the Garden Tours’ on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. 
The 45-minute tours 
are EC$40 for locals 
and US$40 for tourists. 
Each guest receives a 
complimentary smooth-
ie. Tourists will receive 
a gift bag. Persons can 
purchase fruits every 
day.

Fruits that are avail-
able on the 5 acres of 
land are Wax apples, 
guava, sugar apple avo-
cado, manicport,  pas-
sion fruit, papaya, table 

grapes, mulberries and 
star apple.

Liburd said that on 
Saturday there will be 
a host of activities for 
patrons to enjoy.

“We will have tours of 
the Orchid, there will 
be oil extraction by Ras 
Bankie, the agro-pro-
cessors will be on hand, 
and there will be local 
pork and chicken on the 
grill,” he said.

Liburd pointed out that 
the chicken that will be 
grilled is from the new 
broiler initiative on the 
island.

“By now most should 
know that our broiler is 
getting underway, and 
we will have some of the 
chicken that we produce 
here on the island on the 
grill. I fi nd that our local 
chicken is much fresher 
and softer,” he said.

He noted that there will 
be family games, and 
benches where fami-
lies can sit together and 
enjoy the activity. He 
noted, however, that 
for this event there will 
be strict COVID-19 
protocols in place, and 
persons will not be al-
lowed on the compound 
without a mask. 

“It’s going to be a great 
day, people can come 
and see what we do at 
the Cades Bay Orchid, 
and it will be just a day 
of fun.” 

Manager of the Cades Bay Orchid, Floyd Liburd
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The deaths are 
preventable

As of the end of last Wednesday, there were 21 Covid-19-related deaths in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. Most if not all could have been avoided.

Some among the dead claimed to be anti-vaccination. Some were passive 
and were listening to others - others who are not doctors or scientists. Many 
refused to take the vaccine, saying that Covid would not affect them.

Covid deaths in the Federation cover all ages. Will the next death be you, a 
family member or a friend? It doesn’t have to be that way. Most Covid-19 
deaths are now preventable.

At least 90,000 COVID-19 deaths in the US, among unvaccinated adults, 
since June, could have been prevented with vaccines that were widely avail-
able, a Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) analysis released Wednesday found.

Most of the preventable fatalities — about 49,000 — occurred last month, as 
the highly transmissible Delta variant took its toll on the U.S., and sparked a 
surge in cases. 

To determine whether a death was preventable, researchers started with all 
unvaccinated deaths since June — about six weeks after all adults in the U.S. 
became eligible to receive a coronavirus vaccine, or enough time for full im-
munity to set in after a two-dose vaccine.

Researchers then used results from a Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) study, that the vaccine was 91 percent effective against 
deaths, to estimate how many unvaccinated fatalities were preventable.

According to a report from The Hill, September was a brutal month for 
COVID-19 deaths in the US, as an average of 1,899 people died due to the vi-
rus every day, making it the second-leading cause of death that month behind 
heart disease, which caused about 2,000 deaths per day.

Consortium of 
Banks to acquire 

the banking 
operations of CIBC 
First Caribbean in 

Dominica, Grenada, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, 

and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines

A Consortium of leading Banks 
in the Eastern Caribbean Currency 
Union announced that it has entered 
into a definitive agreement to acquire 
the branches and banking operations 
of CIBC FirstCaribbean in Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, and St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines.

The agreement executed on 12 October 
2021 is subject to regulatory approval 
and customary closing conditions.

Commenting on the transaction, 
Consortium Lead, and Managing 
Director of The Bank of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Limited, Derry 
Williams asserted, “This acquisition 
by the Consortium represents a sig-
nificant development in the evolution 
of the Banking System of the ECCU. 
Once approved by the regulators, we 
are very confident that it will lay the 
basis for further enhanced value cre-
ation in these economies and greater 
prosperity for our society. ”

The four members of the Consortium 
are:
1. The National Bank of Dominica 
Limited;
2. Grenada Co-operative Bank 
Limited;
3. St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla National 
Bank Limited; and,
4. The Bank of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Limited (Agent of the 
Consortium)
“The four indigenous banks are an 
excellent fit for the bank’s St. Vincent, 
Grenada, Dominica, and St. Kitts busi-
ness, given their knowledge of the lo-
cal markets match with our product 

offerings and client base and a strong 
market positioning. They bring a depth 
of local knowledge to the market and 
the needs of our clients there…”

— CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Colette Delaney

This acquisition expands the 
Consortium’s loan base by more than 
XCD 600 million, net, the deposit 
portfolio by XCD1.5b; and provides 
the additional scale to better service 
the Consortium’s respective commu-
nities and contribute to the region’s 
economic and social advancement.

The Consortium looks forward to 
working with CIBC FirstCaribbean 
to finalize the transaction over the 
coming months with both working 
diligently to ensure the transition is 
seamless for all stakeholders.

Until regulatory approvals are ob-
tained and the transaction closes, op-
erations at all institutions will continue 
as they currently do.

The Consortium members are 
committed to recruiting staff of 
CIBCFirstCaribbean, as required, 
to maintain and even improve the 
level and quality of service that 
CIBCFirstCaribbean customers are 
accustomed to.

The Consortium is being advised by 
Deloitte & Touche in Barbados (Lead 
Advisor) led by Mr. Raymond Haynes, 
Director, Financial Advisory; and 
Lex Caribbean (Lead Legal Advisor) 
led by Mrs. Mary Mahabir, Senior 
Partner.
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Busier cruise season 
anticipated to end 2021

By Loshaun Dixon 

Cruise tourism is ex-
pected to get busier 
to finish this year, and 
in the winter period, 

according to Tourism 
Minister Lindsay Grant, 
who said American and 
European cruise lines 
will be making calls in 
the Federation. Grant 
said it is clear that while 

cruising will rebound 
worldwide, it will take 
some time before it re-
turns to its pre-Covid 
levels He acknowledged 
that the future is uncer-
tain, but the Ministry of 

Tourism and the St Kitts 
Tourism Authority are 
not discouraged.

“We continue to work 
with the cruise lines 
to identify strategies 

to safely rebuild the 
sector in a sustainable 
manner. We anticipate 
a sampling of calls in 
the winter, beginning in 
November,” Grant said.

He added that the 
cruising landscape has 
dramatically changed, 
and as a result of the 
pandemic, cruise line 
calls are no longer auto-
matic - negotiations are 
necessary.

Just this week, he said, 
there was a cruise line 
that requested that op-
erators who will be di-
rectly impacted by their 
cruise visitors be tested 
24 hours prior to the ar-
rival of the ship.

Grant said that cruise 
tourism will return in 
phases, and all care 
must be taken into 
consideration.

“I know it is not easy, 
but I beg your patience.”

He said he met with sev-
eral cruise lines recently 
to discuss their return to 
St. Kitts.

“These meetings gave 
me a greater appre-
ciation of the fact that 
protocols are key. Our 
European lines require 
different considerations, 
as the vaccination re-
quirements are in some 
cases different to that of 

the USA.” The minister 
said they will confirm 
the full itinerary in short 
order.

He noted however that 
for the rest of October 
they anticipate the calls 
from World Navigator 
on October 23 in St. 
Kitts. The vessel will 
then sail to Nevis on 
October 24. Viking 
Orient will make a call 
on October 25.

“The Celebrity Equinox 
will not return for 
the rest of the month, 
but will be back on 
November 7, when we 
anticipate an increase in 
our cruise traffic. We are 
expecting ships from 
both the American and 
European lines.”

Grant said he was hop-
ing to have the schedule 
finalised by the end of 
the month.

“Our aim is to ensure 
that we remain relevant 
as a cruise destination, 
as we find ourselves 
now in a position where 
now more than ever our 
success is dependent on 
other destinations.”

He said the reliable 
Carnival Fascination, 
once a weekly ship, 
is no more. He noted 
that it was responsible 
for 52 calls each year 
pre-Covid.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant
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sector,” she said.

The Minister advised 
that the recommenda-
tions would have been 
reviewed in short order 
and then presented to 
the Cabinet for fi nal ap-
proval, following which 
the outcome would be 
communicated to those 

in the entertainment 
industry.

Mrs. Byron-Nisbett 
said the consulta-
tion had achieved its 
purpose of garnering 
feedback and ideas 
from the industry play-
ers to craft the best so-
lutions for the growth 
and development of 
the creative sector. A 

large number of per-
sons in the industry 
attended the event 
and asked questions 
and made suggestions. 
Attendees included 
calypsonians, gospel 
singers, perform-
ers, band members, 
deejays, artistes, pro-
moters, artists, and 
persons from the local 
theatre fraternity.

NIA, Federal Government collaborate 
on re-opening, growth of the 
entertainment industry CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 2
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SKN Moves 
– Nevis 

Chapter  hosts 
“awesome” 
last event 

for 2021
By Monique Washington 

The last event of 2021 
for the SKN Moves – 
Nevis Chapter, the third 
annual  Island Road re-
lay walk, has come to 
an end, and organizers 
were impressed by the 
attendance and effort 
put out by the walkers 
this year. Over thirteen 
teams and a number 
of individual walkers 
participated.

The relay which was 
held on Saturday, 
October 9, began at 
5:30 am outside the 
home of Junior Minister 
of Health Hon. Hazel 
Brandy-Williams in 
Brick Klin. 

The first leg walkers 
went from Brick Klin 
to Butlers, the second 
leg was from Butlers 
to Fothergills, the third 
leg from Fothergills to 
Hanley Road (Market 
Shop), the fourth leg 
from Hanley Road 
to Brown Hill and 
the fifth and final leg 
from Brown Hill to Fit 
Wellness grounds at 
Bath Plains.

The Nevis Electricity 
Company once again 
had the most registered 
participants. Legacy 
Sojourner Team One 
placed first, Legacy 
Sojourner Team Two 
placed second and the 
Fit Wellness Team 
placed third. 

Shelagh James, 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Officer at the Health 
Promotion Unit 

in Nevis, told The 
Observer that the 
Ministry of Health also 
took part in the race this 
year . 

Assistant Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Health Latoya Jeffers 
started the first leg 
from Brick Klin, while 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Health 
Shelisa Martin-Clarke 
covered the third leg 
at Market Shop, con-
cluding at Fit Wellness 
grounds.

James described the 
overall event was 
‘awesome”

“The event was awe-
some; it was really. 
They really made an ef-
fort with the walk style. 
No one this year was 
jogging or running, ev-
eryone walked for the 
entire race.” 

James said that all the 
walkers did well, but 
acknowledged one par-
ticipant in particular.

“Romaine Mills who 
walked with the Fit 
Wellness Team did an 
awesome job. He did 
three legs. He walked 
from Brick Klin to 
Market Shop. That was 
amazing,” she said. 

Mills was joined by 
Ernest Hendrickson and 
Latoya Jones.

James extended con-
gratulations to first-time 
solo walker winner 
Gregory Johnson who 
managed the feat from 
Brick Kiln to the finish 

line at the Fit Wellness 
grounds, Bath Plains. 
She also extended com-
pliments to early reg-
istrants Marion Brown 
and Vaugh Frazier.

This year’s partners for 
the event were the NIA, 
Ministry of Health, Fit 
Wellness Centre, Best 
Buy and Nevis Spring 
Water.

Sponsors this year 
were Hines Electrical 
Equipment Services, 
Sports Centre Nevis, 
Refiic Photo Studios, 
Sherry’s Beauty World, 
Phenomenal Wellness 
Spa, Yachtsman’s Grill, 
Movies at NEPAC, 
Turtle Time, Breaking 
Barriers, Fit Wellness 
ICDF, Ram’s, Ministry 
of Agriculture and 
Tropical Ice

“Thank you to all our 
volunteers from the 
Department of Youth 
and Sports, Health 
Promotion Unit, Red 
Cross and the Island of 
Nevis Constabulary. To 
all our media Houses 
and Platforms for shar-
ing our event. And fi-
nally, a huge thank you 
to all our participants 
and our 40 registered 
solo walkers, and to the 
many unregistered who 
joined in. Thank you all 
for making it a success! 
See you all at the 2022 
Annual Half Island 
Road Relay walk,” 
James said.

Legacy Sojourners Teams 1 and 2 - the first and second place winners

The Fit Wellness Team secured third place
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Govt., Taiwan 
sign women 

empowerment deal
By Loshaun Dixon

Female entrepreneurs 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
have been given even 
greater impetus, after 
the government and 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) signed off  
on a project dubbed 
the “Implementation 
Agreement for 
Assisting the Economic 
Empowerment of 
Women in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean in the 
P o s t - P a n d e m i c 
of COVID-19 — 
Technical Assistance 
for Women’s 
E m p l o y m e n t , 
Entrepreneurship and 
Financial Inclusion”.

According to Resident 
Ambassador of the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Michael 
Lin, the scope of as-
sistance to St. Kitts 
and Nevis is designed 
to help women through 
a series of online voca-
tional training courses 
on many professions, 
including beauty, hos-
pitality, trade and digi-
tal skills.

“The courses were pop-
ular, and dozens of ap-
plicants were enlisted. 
To further strengthen 
women entrepreneur-
ship, and in the hope 
that more women and 
the economy on a 
larger scale will ben-
efi t, we are delighted 
to cooperate with 
Minister Hamilton and 
the Ministry in this 
project.”

Ambassador Lin said 
that under this proj-
ect, more high-level 
and intensive training 
courses of several 
professions will be or-
ganized in the physi-
cal form here in the 
Federation.  All partic-
ipants will be receiving 

an allowance while at-
tending the courses to 
learn how to operate a 
small business.

“After completion of 
the courses, those who 
are qualifi ed are wel-
come to start their own 
business with some 
fi nancial aid under cer-
tain terms. Put simply, 
the participants will be 
taught how to fi sh and 
will be provided with 
the fi shing net.”

The envoy said the 
project is scheduled 
to be accomplished 
by the end of 2022, 
and they are expectant 
that a group of talented 
women entrepreneurs 
in the Federation will 
come out operating 
businesses success-
fully by that time.

“They shall be a criti-
cal force to boost the 
economy of St. Kitts 
and Nevis in the post-
COVID era.”

Minister of Social 
Development and 
Gender Aff airs Eugene 
Hamilton described 
the project as timely, 
particularly when 
COVID-19 continues 
to aff ect all around the 
Caribbean.

“Today marks the 
signing of an agree-
ment between our two 
countries for the exe-
cution of a programme 
of assistance and eco-
nomic empowerment 
of women, a post-
pandemic measure. 
We are here and we are 
ravaged by the vicis-
situdes resulting from 
the pandemic.”

He said that with fami-
lies and single-parent 
families exposed to 
hardship due to lock-
downs and quaran-
tine, small businesses, 
especially those run 
by women, are facing 

troubling times.

“While the govern-
ment has introduced 
stimulus packages 
through 2020 and con-
tinuing through 2021, 
geared towards but-
tressing the myriad of 
social protection pro-
grammes, there is still 
a growing need to cre-
ate endurance among 
women business folk 
through training, and 
in some cases, provid-
ing fi nancial support.”

He implored un-
employed women, 
women seeking jobs, 
women entrepreneurs, 
women business own-
ers - where one-third 
of their employees are 
women - to register 
and benefi t from the 
training, and from the 
technical assistance 
and also the fi nan-
cial assistance where 
necessary.

“We look forward 
to seeing women 16 
years and over, women 
executives, manag-
ers, and managers 
of new enterprises 
and women who are 
self-employed.”

Hamilton said the 
project will provide a 
grant funding of over 
US$3,000 to help 
women in achieving 
their desired goals.

“Financial support of 
over US$3,000 would 
be given to support 
10 business startups, 
and at least one busi-
ness would qualify for 
an elite award of US 
$9,930. This is signifi -
cant. It is a signifi cant 
stimulus programme 
that will provide eco-
nomic benefi ts for 
women and their fami-
lies as they paddle 
their economic canoes 
through turbulent 
times.”

Minister Hamilton and Ambassador Lin display the agreements after the signing ceremony
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Field hospitals, other 
equipment commissioned

By Loshaun Dixon

Two field hospitals, ve-
hicles and other equip-
ment from the United 
States government 
were commissioned on 
Wednesday, in a boost 
to the Federation’s ca-
pacity in dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and other disasters.

Each field hospital is 
made up of six tent 
modules that would pro-
vide 3500 square feet of 
medical space.

The first of the two hos-
pitals is currently set 
up at Warner Park to 
facilitate the training of 
local professionals for 
construction and their 
operation.

National Disaster 
Coordinator Abdias 
Samuel gave an 

overview of the project, 
noting that 

Military Liaison Officer 
Janice Linton reached 
out to the NEMA to 
inform them of the 
availability of funds 
under the Humanitarian 
Assistance Program 
(HAP) to provide 
Personal Protective 
Equipment to the 
Federation.

He said the discussions 
for a field hospital be-
gan as early as March 
3, 2021 with the formal 
acceptance and official 
response for the acqui-
sition of both field hos-
pitals as an asset to St 
Kitts and Nevis taking 
place March 8, 2021. 
They were expected in 
the first quarter of 2022 
but the process was 
accelerated

“The acceleration 

of these field hospi-
tals arrivals is highly 
welcomed and most 
appreciated.”

Samuel said they re-
ceived IT equipment to 
the sum of US$13,608 
for the National 
Emergency Operations 
Centre, two Nissan vans 
delivered on June 24 at 
the value $31,346, and 
an emergency relief 
and supply warehouse 
at NEMA - estimated 
value of $400,000 - was 
built in 2004/2005.

Ambassador of the 
United States to St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Linda 
Taglialatela, said she 
was pleased to an-
nounce the donation to 
the federation.

‘The field Hospitals 
are a cornerstone of 
our commitment to the 
health of our neighbours 
in our hemisphere. The 
donation of this critical-
ly needed health infra-
structure will increase 
the ability of St Kitts 
and Nevis to address 

the global pandemic 
and meet future chal-
lenges including natural 
disasters.”

She said the two vans 
and 14 workstations 
will increase commu-
nication and disaster 
response to improve 
connectivity at the emer-
gency operations centre 
in Basseterre Minister 
of Health Akilah Byron-
Nisbett said the overall 
cost of all the items was 
almost US$1.5M. 

“It can only be con-
cluded that it is a sig-
nificant investment by 
the United States of 
America.”

She expressed sincere 
gratitude to the US 
government and US 
Southern Command 
Mission for assisting 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
during the pandemic. 
“Undoubtedly, the 
Ministry of Health is 
grateful for the strong 
collaborative support 
and interest of the tech-
nical team who have 

participated in the criti-
cal training to familia-
rise and be equipped 
with the knowledge of 
the new structure and its 
assembly and disassem-
bly process.

“We are so grateful for 
your commitment to 
this new learning ex-
perience; certainly an 
experience of skills that 
will bolster our health 
care system.”

Byron-Nisbett said the 
donation was timely 
and important to the 
Ministry of Health and 
people of the federation.

“Such an additional 
resource to our health 
care sector ensures that 
there is adequate space 
capacity for the emer-
gency needs of our 
citizens and residents 
at the National level. 
We can now be as-
sured of an effective 
space and capability 
to manage victims of 
disasters and other 

Prime Minister Harris with other dignitaries, health and security officials at the commissioning

Cont'd on Page 17
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Vacancy 
Warehouse Supervisor, 

Working Hours: 9am-5pm
Must beagle to work on 

Sundays when ship in port.
Apply to: I Love St. Kitts 2

Address..Building no 24 store 
no 04 port zante Basseterre 

st.kitts
Email: SKBinfo@yahoo.com

Property for 
Sale 

Located at Four Seasons 
Resort Estates

Land with dwelling house
List price $1.795 million USD
Contact: info@fsrenevis.com 

or
469.1199

Property for 
Sale 

House on .5 acres of land
at Nisbet Plantation

Asking Price: $1.3 million 
USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.
com

Or 869.663.8910

Vacancy
PLATINUM WORK

Needs  a  Manager
Contact: 660-3740
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Taiwanese Embassy Celebrates 
National Day with Cleanup

By Loshaun Dixon 

In celebration of their 
110th National Day, 
the Embassy of the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) in St. Kitts and 
Nevis organized a beach 
cleanup of Friars Bay 
last Friday (October 
9), involving embassy 
workers and top-rank-
ing officials from the 
Federal government.

Minister of the 
Environment Eric 
Evelyn was joined by 
Cabinet colleagues 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Shawn Richards, 
Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant, Minister 
of Agriculture Alexis 
Jeffers, Minister of 
Social Security Eugene 
Hamilton and senior bu-
reaucrats, in the effort.

Resident Ambassador of 
Taiwan in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, His Excellency 
Michael Lin, hailed all 
who joined Taiwan’s 
National Day celebra-
tion “in such an eco-
friendly way”. 

“Today, the 9th of 
October is also an im-
portant date, marking 
the 38th anniversary 
of the establishment of 
diplomatic ties between 
Taiwan and St. Kitts and 
Nevis, just weeks after 
the Federation’s 38th 
anniversary of indepen-
dence. Let us thank Sir 
Kennedy (Simmonds) 
for his vision to forge 
this precious rela-
tionship 38 years 
ago, which has been 
strengthened by succes-
sive governments.”

He said the beach clean-
up is the best example of 
the two countries’ com-
mon goals and contin-
ued joint efforts to build 
a better environment for 
future generations.

Ambassador Lin said 
that the fruitful bilateral 
cooperation between 
Taiwan and St. Kitts and 

Nevis has been expand-
ing its scope and bear-
ing fruit in more and 
more areas.

“The 17 Kittitian and 
Nevisian recipients of 
Taiwan scholarships 
this year, are now pre-
paring for their studies 
in Taiwan, whereas lo-
cally, we have ongo-
ing projects in smart 
agriculture, public 
health, ICT, sustain-
able tourism, mandarin 
teacher and volunteer 
programmes, as well 
as new initiatives in 
recycling, renewable 
energy, and very soon 
in women’s economic 
empowerment.”

He said that no matter 
the challenges ahead, 
Taiwan is determined 
to uphold the freedom 
and democratic values it 
cherishes. 

“And we know we are 
not alone in this strug-
gle, since like-minded 
partners and allies such 
as St. Kitts and Nevis al-
ways stand with Taiwan. 
Asia-Pacific might 
be far away from the 
Caribbean geographi-
cally, but our hearts are 
tied so close together 
because of the shared 
belief in democratic 

ideals that define us.”

Minister Evelyn hailed 
the Taiwanese Embassy 
on their National Day, 
and thanked them for 
the initiative as well as 
the invitation to par-
ticipate in the beach 
cleanup.

“I am very pleased 
as the Minister of 
Environment to see this 
kind of initiative, be-
cause we are champion-
ing the cause to keep St. 
Kitts and Nevis clean. 
We don’t want anything 
on the beach because it 
affects Marine life, and 
we have been all along 
asking persons not to 
litter the beach and take 
away their garbage. So 
it is very heartening to 
me that the Taiwanese 
Embassy organized this 
initiative, and is very 
delighted that I and my 
staff have been here 
with several  ministers 
from the federal cabinet. 
I think it is a wonderful 
turnout, a big initiative, 
and is something we 
should do on an annual 
basis.” Evelyn said that 
he was pleased that the 
garbage removed was 
a lot less than the year 
prior. 

“I was a little happy, 

because I think we got 
less garbage than last 
year. I don’t know if it is 
because a lot of activity 

is not happening on the 
beaches because of the 
pandemic, but I am hop-
ing that this is a trend 

we are going to see in 
the future; that less 
garbage will be seen 
on the beach.”

He was however hope-
ful that people can 
get in the habit of not 
littering

“When you come to 
do your picnics bring 
your bags, bring your 
containers and take 
away your contain-
ers… that hopefully, 
we can have zero lit-
tering on the beaches 
and the wider St Kitts 
and Nevis.”

The Minister was also 
hopeful that other 
groups can organise 
similar activities on 
other beaches through-
out the federation.

All the participants pose with bags of garbage picked up from the beach
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A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 15th, 2021LOCAL NEWS Page:13ADVERTISEMENT

CMYKCMYK



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 15th, 2021 LOCAL NEWSPage:14

COVID deaths now 21

By Loshaun Dixon

COVID-19 deaths in St. Kitts and 
Nevis are now at 21, with five new 
deaths recorded in the last week, and 
eight in the first half of October.

Acting Chief Medical Officer Dr 
Cameron Wilkinson said that deaths 
will continue to rise if people do not 
take the necessary protections.

“We have recorded 21 deaths... last 
week this number was much lower 
than this, and I said that the deaths 
will continue to rise as long as people 
don’t come forward and get the best 
protection against severe disease hos-
pitalisation and death, which is the 
vaccine.

“I want to appeal to persons to come 
forward, so next week when I come 
that number would not be rising as it 
has been over the last several weeks.”

According to Dr Wilkinson, the most 
common group affected are persons 
between the ages 20 to 40.

“There is no age group that is im-
mune, and from zero to nine years old 
we see that 13.5% is being affected. 
These persons in that lower age 
group cannot be vaccinated, and are 
dependent on you to go out and get 
vaccinated so you can decrease your 
chance of getting infected and trans-
mitting the virus to these persons.”

He noted that 172 new cases have 
been recorded in the past week, with 
two new admissions to the hospi-
tal, two discharges, 312 recoveries 
and five deaths. “The good news is, 

we had 312 recoveries that are sig-
nificant, and I want to wish everyone 
who is fighting the disease a speedy 
recovery.”

Currently, 10 are hospitalized -  two 
in Nevis and eight in St Kitts - and 
according to Dr Wilkinson they are 
all stable and no one is on a ventilator 

He said the deaths continue to 
be among the persons who are 
unvaccinated

Of the 21 deaths, he said 18 were in 
St Kitts and three in Nevis, and of the 
21, only 3 were fully vaccinated.

“The majority of these persons were 
not fully vaccinated and had comor-
bidities, meaning they were suffering 
from diabetes, hypertension, kidney 
disease, heart disease etc. 

These are the persons who need to go 
out and get vaccinated, because if you 
have to fight that chronic illness with 
COVID-19 you may not survive.”

He warned that even those who are 
fully vaccinated can be susceptible 
to COVID-19 - if you have signifi-
cant comorbidities, even getting mild 
COVID disease can push you over.

Dr Wilkinson revealed that 67.1% of 
the cases are not vaccinated, while 
9.4% are partially vaccinated and 
23.5% are fully vaccinated 

“It’s important to note that we said 
if you are not vaccinated you have 
significant protection against getting 
COVID-19 but are not exempted...
however, they tend to be infectious 
for a much shorter period of time.”

Acting Chief Medical Officer, Dr Cameron Wilkinson
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Saint Kitts and 
Nevis holds 

bilateral talks 
with Sao Tome 

and Principe
On Tuesday 12th 
October 2021, 
Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, the 
Honourable Mark 

Brantley held bilat-
eral talks with Her 
Excellency Edite 
Ten Jua, Minister 
of Foreign Aff airs, 
Cooperation and 

Community of Sao 
Tome and Principe 
on the margins of 
the 60th Anniversary 
of the Non-Aligned 
Movement Summit in 

Serbia.

The Foreign Ministers 
discussed matters of 
mutual interest includ-
ing cooperation in tour-
ism, climate change 
and greater cooperation 
between Africa and the 
Caribbean as both re-
gions seek to animate 
greater South-South 
cooperation.

Saint Kitts and Nevis 
and Sao Tome and 
Principe formalized 
diplomatic relations in 
September 2018 in the 
margins of the 73rd 
United Nations General 
Assembly. Both coun-
tries remain committed 
to strengthening ties in 
the bilateral and multi-
lateral fora.
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Mr. Brantley’s comments on 
CBI receipts are perplexing – 
Finance Ministry offi  cial CONT'D

By Staff  Reporter

“Mr. Brantley’s com-
ments on CBI receipts 
are quite perplexing. 
Confusing may be the 
better expression. Let it 
not go unnoticed that so 
far under Team Unity, a 
record transfer of over 250 
million dollars has been 
provided by the Federal 
Government to the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA).” 

This assertion was made 
by an offi  cial of the 
Ministry of Finance in St. 
Kitts, in response to Nevis 
Premier Mark Brantley’s 
repeated claim that Nevis 
is not satisfi ed with its 
share of Citizenship 
By Investment (CBI) 

proceeds.

“The curious thing about 
this situation is that the 
Premier and two others 
in Nevis’ cabinet are in 
the federal cabinet. They 
are at the table. What are 
they doing to address 
matters when there? 
Premier Brantley should 
say exactly how he has 
approached the issue with 
his federal cabinet col-
leagues,” the offi  cial said.

“Why doesn’t anyone in 
the media ask him wheth-
er he will apply the clause 
110 formula in the consti-
tution for revenue shar-
ing? Can any formula for 
revenue sharing that goes 
against clause 110 stand?

“These are pertinent 
questions that need to be 

asked of the Premier and 
all those who continue 
to complain ad nauseam 
about Nevis not getting 
its fair share. This is not 
only grandstanding. It is 
counter-productive,” the 
offi  cial concluded.

When questioned by 
the media during his 
monthly press confer-
ence on October 6, 
Premier Brantley reiter-
ated his claim that Nevis 
is dissatisfi ed with its CBI 
receipts.

 “CBI programme…
Is Nevis satisfi ed with 
its share? The answer is 
no…and the answer is 
going to be no, until we 
have a resolution of the 
issue between the Federal 
Government and the NIA 
about the issue of CBI 

receipts. That is the reality 
of the situation. 

“I have said time and time 
again that there has to 
be a sit down – the two, 
Federal Government and 
NIA, have to sit and work 
out a formula for sharing 
what is a joint asset.”

Brantley claimed that 
CBI has funded a large 
number of opportunities 
on the sister island of St. 
Kitts, while Nevis has not 
been treated the same.

“CBI has been, by and 
large, the only game in 
town. Let’s be blunt about 
it. CBI has fuelled tre-
mendous activity on the 
island of St. Kitts – Park 
Hyatt…you know, the 
big development that’s 
down in the St. Paul’s 
area, Kittitian Hill, there’s 
also the big development, 
Ramada, and you see a 
lot of developments that 

have been done there. 
There’s a huge develop-
ment that Mr. Caines has 
done by the Airport.

“You see support for 
customers at SKELEC, 
you see support for the 
airlines coming in to 
RLB…all of that is com-
ing from Citizenship By 
Investment. A lot of the 
stimulus that we were 
able to off er is com-
ing from Citizenship 
By Investment. A lot 
of the surpluses that 
we talk about each 
year, Citizenship By 
Investment.” “In Nevis, I 
am borrowing…to keep 
Nevis afl oat. St. Kitts has 
surplus from Citizenship 
By Investment. 

“I don’t say these things 
to create any animosity, 
these are the facts. And 
so there has to be a reck-
oning between the two 
islands as to how these 

resources are shared.” 

Brantley admitted that 
Nevis gets a fi xed monthly 
amount from the Federal 
government as part of 
the processing fees, but 
added that it would be 
interesting to have some 
perspective in relation to 
what St. Kitts receives. 
He also emphasized that it 
was time for the matter to 
be defi nitively dealt with.

“I’m saying that’s fi ne 
(receiving a fi xed month-
ly amount) but let us look 
at the bigger picture. We 
have had, I believe, some 
misguided commentators 
who treat it as if Nevis is 
being given a gift, or help. 
I don’t see how when you 
get something that be-
longs to you its help.

“But there are some who 
have taken that particular 

Premier Mark Brantley

Cont'd on Page 20
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emergencies.”

She noted that the 40-bed 
field hospital will aug-
ment the capacity and will 
provide opportunities to 
relieve some of the bur-
dens on the existing public 
health facilities, and will 
serve as an adjoined struc-
ture that will meet hospital 
standards.

“The identified placement 
of the field hospital to the 
respiratory ward where 

COVID-19 affected pa-
tients are currently accom-
modated is strategic, as 
its placement allows easy 
access to any required spe-
cialised equipment as well 
as staff providing care.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris said that now living 
in a multiple hazard envi-
ronment gives rise to the 
importance of the hospital.

“Given this backdrop, I am 
delighted to participate in 
the historic handing over 
of this field hospital, an 

important first in the federa-
tion of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

He said the hospitals have 
been used widely around the 
world to mitigate the under-
mining of the health sector.

“We saw their dramatic use 
in India when their health 
system was falling apart 
as a result of the rise in 
COVID cases. Results have 
shown that their use in at 
least one state in India led 
to a 50% reduction in death 
counts. So they significant-
ly help in bringing relief to 

the health system.”

He said the field hospital 
will help to prepare and 
place the federation in a 
stronger position if the 
need arises to address any 
disaster.

“This will help to strength-
en our health response 
during the pandemic. 
Investments like these are 
part of the build-out of the 
life-first strategy that we 
had been advocating, and 
represents further continu-
ing efforts to strengthen the 

health system in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

Dr Harris said the govern-
ment will continue to do all 
within its power to prevent 
the overwhelming of our 
health system, regardless of 
the threat posed.

The Prime Minister and 
Health Minister Byron-
Nisbett then cut the cer-
emonial ribbon, opening 
the field hospital, before 
receiving a tour of the 
facility.

Field hospitals, other 
equipment commissioned

Cont'd from Page 9
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Nevis receives US$160,000 
in COVID supplies 

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) Ministry of Health 
has received US$160,000 
(EC$ 427,200) worth of 
supplies from the Sacred 
Medical Order of the 
Knights of Hope and the 
Harvest International 
Organization, to assist 
with its fight against 
COVID-19.

The Sacred Medical Order 
of the Knights (Church) 
of Hope (SMOKH) is the 
Hospitaller Order of 
Physicians and Ecclesiae. 
The Order strives for the 
promotion of education, 
historical preservation, 
and medical welfare.  
Harvest International 
Organization is an envi-
ronmental non-profit or-
ganization. Both entities 

have invested in humani-
tarian work around the 
world.

On Friday (October 8), 
Renny Bussue, local rep-
resentative of SMOKH, 
revealed what the dona-
tion comprises.  “The to-
tal cost of the items in this 
shipment is US$160,000. 
It includes 576 gallons of 
alcohol antiseptic, 7,200 
face shields, 10,368 hand 
sanitisers, over 100,000 
facemasks and 12,600 
hospital gowns,” he said. 

Assistant Permanent 
Secretary, Latoya 
Jeffers, expressed her 
appreciation to “the per-
sons who have so self-
lessly contributed to our 
people”.

“COVID-19 seems to be 
set to bulldoze its way 
into our little island, so 

we have to ensure that we 
are armed with the protec-
tive gear to keep every-
one safe,” she said  

Junior Minister of Health, 
Hon. Hazel Brandy-
Williams, who spoke 
at the handing over 

ceremony, said that the 
donation “is indeed a 
great gift and a great help 
for us in Nevis”. 

Brandy-Williams pointed 
out that the supplies will 
be divided among some 
of the ministries. “The 

supplies will not only 
be used at the hospital, 
but they will be shared 
with education and 
other areas that we 
deem necessary, because 
we have to fight this 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic collectively with other 

institutions.” 

She also expressed her 
appreciation towards 
SMOKH and Harvest 
International. 

“I want to, from this ros-
trum, thank Mr Renny 
Bussue and his team for 
this very generous dona-
tion. On behalf of the se-
nior Minister of Health 
(Premier the Hon. Mark 
Brantley), I would like to 
state that we are indeed 
very grateful for such a 
worthwhile gesture.” 

On Monday (October 
11), the Ministry of 
Health and Gender 
Affairs made masks and 
hand sanitisers available 
at the community centre 
throughout the island of 
Nevis from 11 am to 4 
pm daily, one mask per 
person.  
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line, which I think is unfortunate. And 
some…and the fi gure that I hear ban-
died about mostly is two hundred mil-
lion…“Nevis get two hundred million”. 
Sounds like a lot of money. And a lot of 
people…that’s the headline, ‘Nevis gets 
two hundred million’. You know what 
headline I’ve never seen? ‘How much 
does St. Kitts get?’ That would be a very 
interesting headline to look at.” 

“Nobody seems concerned about that 

question. But everybody is concerned 
about how much Nevis getting. How 
much does the island of St. Kitts get? 
And if that question could be an-
swered, I believe that then we would 
have some perspective, as to why I 
say that the current arrangement in 
relation to CBI is still not satisfac-
tory, and has to be worked out.

“I have said to the Honourable Prime 
Minister, whose department handles 
this programme, that Unity has been 
there now six years.  It is time for 

this particular matter to be dealt 
with and put to rest. It is beyond 
time!” Brantley stated emphatically.

He pointed out that before the Unity 
government took power, Nevis re-
ceived no monies from the CBI, 
only by way of loan.

He said that it is time for Nevisians 
to be treated as part of the country, 
and “as equal citizens who are en-
titled to the fruits of their citizen-
ship”. “I’ll end by saying that Nevis 

is doing much better; because if you 
move from zero to something you 
are doing much better. And we were 
at zero.

“So now we can say that we are get-
ting something from the Citizenship 
By Investment Programme, but 
when you look at the overall analy-
sis, we are not getting anywhere 
close to our fair share from that 
programme, and I want to make that 
very clear.”

Mr. Brantley’s comments on 
CBI receipts are perplexing – 
Finance Ministry offi  cial CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 16
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Saint Kitts and Nevis signs visa 
waiver with the State of Palestine

Saint Kitts and Nevis continues to 
raise its international profi le as 
it today signed a reciprocal visa 
waiver agreement with the State of 
Palestine, in the margins of the 60th 
Anniversary of the Non-Aligned 
Movement Summit in Serbia.

The Honourable Mark Brantley, 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis signed the agree-
ment with His Excellency Riad 
Maliki, Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
of the State of Palestine.

The two discussed areas of 

mutual cooperation in agriculture 
and health.

Saint Kitts and Nevis and the State 
of Palestine have enjoyed cordial 
relations since establishing dip-
lomatic ties in July 2019. As mu-
tual members of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, this signing signals 
the ongoing eff orts of Saint Kitts 
and Nevis to expand its diplo-
matic footprint by deepening and 
strengthening ties with old friends 
and developing good relations with 
new friends.
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