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TRANSPARENCY, 
INTEGRITY, 

OPENNESS AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew hosted his first press conference on Monday 
last, where he understandably highlighted the positive aspects, thus far, of his 
St. Kitts and Nevis Labour Party-led administration’s efforts, and pledged to 
enhance areas of greatest importance - the delivery of healthcare, education, 
social services and international relations.

He confidently asserted that his Government will function on the principles of 
transparency, integrity, openness and accountability.

Of particular importance, and relevant to those principles, was the rev-
elation that the government has commenced work aimed at strengthen-
ing and improving the Citizenship by Investment (CBI) programme.  
“We have begun consultations with various stakeholders and the legisla-
tion provides for certain committees to be set up to supervise the process. 
Your government will implement strengthened legislative and administrative 
structures to prevent the downgrading of our system and to make sure that it 
remains strong, viable, open and transparent. This industry is critical to the 
development of St. Kitts and Nevis, but we must make sure that we continue 
to strengthen it and that we get it right.” 

There is little doubt that in the past few years, the issue of CBI receipts was a 
contentious one to say the least. The opinion that Nevis was not receiving its 
fair share was repeatedly expressed by its Premier, and rebuffed by his Team 
Unity colleague, the Prime Minister. It was painful to watch.

Those days are now behind us, and there is the hope that lessons would have 
been learned from those uncomfortable exchanges. 

Dr. Drew and Premier Mark Brantley will do well to remove all doubt about 
the share of the pie, and that is why the aforementioned promise of transpar-
ency, integrity, openness and accountability are of utmost importance – they 
will be put to the test in no uncertain terms.

Pogson handed 
life sentences

Orvis Pogson will spend the rest of 
his life behind bars at Her Majesty’s 
Prison, following sentencing for the 
double murder of sisters Naomi and 
Jimmyliah Finch, in an incident that 
occurred on March 1, 2018, in Keys 
Village.

This publication has confirmed that 
Pogson received two life sentences 
for the slayings.

The jury returned a unanimous guilty 
verdict on counts 1 and 2 (murder), 
and His Lordship Justice Morley had 
ordered a pre-sentence report and vic-
tim impact statement in preparation 
for Pogson’s sentencing on October 
10, 2022.

On April 12, 2022, Pogson pleaded 
guilty to manslaughter. The Director 
of Public Prosecutions did not accept 
the guilty plea of manslaughter, and 
the matter proceeded to trial, where he 
was convicted for the double murder.

The police had said in a statement 
that on the day in question sometime 
after 2:00 pm, responding to a report 

of a stabbing, they found the motion-
less bodies of 18-year-old Naomi and 
21-year-old Jimmyliah lying close to 
the seashore with what appeared to be 
chop wounds.

The statement added that one of the 
women was “apparently the perpetra-
tor’s girlfriend”.

Autopsy results conducted on Monday 
5th March 2018 revealed that one of 
the sisters was strangled, while the 
other died from chop wounds, with 
part of her head severed.

The post-mortem conducted by 
Forensic Pathologist Dr Valery 
Alexandrov determined that Naomi 
died as a result of “homicidal manual 
strangulation”. In contrast, her sister 
died from “multiple homicidal chop 
wounds with partial decapitation.”

The sisters were laid next to each 
other at the Springfield Cemetery in 
Basseterre. Jimmyliah was buried 
with full military honours, as she 
was an active member of the St Kitts-
Nevis Defence Force.

Orvis Pogson



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 21st, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 3

Food security push to 
“leave no one behind”

By Loshaun Dixon

Joining almost 200 
countries around the 
world this week in cele-
brating World Food Day 
(October 16) under the 
theme “leave no one 
behind”, the Ministry 
of Agriculture in St 
Kitts and Nevis, fo-
cused primarily on 
promoting food secu-
rity, while accentuat-
ing that new thinking 
will be required if the 
Federation is to realize 
that objective and re-
duce its import bill.

Speaking on the oc-
casion of World Food 
Day, Minister of 
Agriculture Samal 
Duggins reiterated the 
importance of agrifood 
systems to the nation, 
as it relates to food and 
nutrition security.

“My ministry is col-
laborating with vari-
ous farmer groups and 
cooperatives to ensure 
that support is provid-
ed, and that no one is 
left behind.”

He noted that despite 
the challenges that 

many countries faced 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the agricul-
tural community has 
increased tremendous-
ly, and this is a clear 
sign of the resilience 
and important role the 
sector plays in the var-
ious communities.

“Food security is his-
torically more impor-
tant than ever before, as 
we witness increases in 
fuel prices and supply 
chain challenges, due 
to the ongoing conflict 
and climate change. 
These changes must 
be recognised when 
building sustainable 
food systems in our re-
spective countries.” 

Duggins said the gov-
ernment has com-
mitted to a 25 by 25 
agenda in St Kitts and 
Nevis, which will see 
major food import 
reductions.

“This means greater 
earnings for our peo-
ple, which translates to 
better livelihoods.”

He said the govern-
ment will look to con-
vert rain-fit farms to 

timely irrigated fields 
by the construction of 
additional water catch-
ment systems.

“We are also endeav-
ouring to increase the 
number of functional 
greenhouses nation-
ally, through the con-
struction of what we 
have dubbed green-
house villages. We are 
also proud of our plans 
in the area of livestock, 
where we will improve 
protection and housing 
systems for animals.”

Duggins also promised 
that they will continue 
to build capacity for 
stakeholders through 
training.

“Ultimately, this will 
improve overall pro-
duction and ensure that 
the technical support 
provided is grounded 
in science with proven 
results.”

He also indicated they 
are working to harvest 
skills and resources 
from around the world, 
as they partner with 
international, regional 
and local stakeholders 
“as we build resilient 

agrifood systems.”

The minister added 
that it was time for a 
new way of thinking 
if the sector is to move 
forward.

“It is time to do some-
thing different, and our 
policies will reflect our 
new thrust, as we im-
plement activities that 
are guided by a new 
strategic plan for the 
rise of a sector that our 
country has long been 
awaiting.”

World Food Day is 
an international day 
celebrated every year 
worldwide on October 
16th to commemorate 
the date of the founding 
of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization in 1945. 

Plans to celebrate 
World Food Day 
this week in St Kitts 
and Nevis include 
the popular Agri-
Night Market, Fish 
Aggregating Devices 
(FADS) exhibition, 
Agri-Pink Panel and a 
Rabbit Festival, among 
other activities.

Minister of Agriculture Samal Duggins
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Hon. Mark Brantley appointed Leader 
of the Opposition in the St. Kitts 

and Nevis National Assembly
NIA 

Premier of Nevis, Hon. Mark Brantley, Leader 
of the Concerned Citizens Movement (CCM), 
has been appointed Leader of the Opposition in 
the National Assembly of St. Kitts and Nevis.

Hon. Brantley, elected representative for Nevis 
9 in the August 05, 2022 federal elections, re-
ceived his Instrument of Appointment from His 

Excellency Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton, Governor-
General of St. Kitts and Nevis, on October 10, 
2022.

“I can confi rm that his Excellency has appointed 
me as Leader of the Opposition. As you know, 
pursuant to the Constitutional provisions, the 
Leader of the Opposition is the person who, in 
his opinion, commands the support of a majority 
of those who are not on the Government benches. 
There are currently fi ve elected members on the 

Opposition benches- one from the PLP (Peoples 
Labour Party), one from PAM (Peoples Action 
Movement) and three from the CCM- and so 
certainly the CCM has a majority of seats on the 
Opposition benches, and it was the considered 
view that based on my own experience in the 
parliament and based on the time that I’ve spent 
there, that I could provide that support in that 
position, I could provide credible alternatives 
in terms of views and opinions expressed in the 
parliament and that I had the breadth of experi-
ence that was necessary,” he said in an interview 
with Freedom FM on October 19.

Premier Brantley began his parliamentary career 
at the National Assembly as Opposition Leader 
in August 2007, having won a by-election on 
Nevis in 2007. He served as Opposition Leader 
until 2015. He pledged that as Leader of the 
Opposition he would continue to engage in ma-
ture and meaningful debate in pursuit of the ad-
vancement of the country and people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

“We are looking forward defi nitely to the fi rst 
sitting of the House. I gather that will happen 
October 25 and we look forward to getting down 
to the matters of governance. The truth is the 
elections are over and we are now in a different 
phase and this now is a time for the country to 
get together, for our people to work together, and 
I think the Opposition has a critical role to play 
to ensure that legislation and policies that are 
crafted through the parliament are for the benefi t 
for all of the people of St. Kitts and Nevis…

“I intend to provide an alternative view where 
necessary but also to lend support where neces-
sary because as I said the elections are over, we 
now need to focus on governance and we now 
need to see what are the best prescriptions to 
move our country and people forward.”



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 21st, 2022LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 7



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 21st, 2022 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 8

Oaklyn Peets is new 
Supervisor of Elections

By Loshaun Dixon

Mr Oaklyn Peets is the new Supervisor of Elections. 
He will replace Elvin Bailey, who held that post for 
the past seven years.

The announcement was made by Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew, who said his government is com-
mitted to a fair election process.

“We remain committed to ensuring free and fair 
electoral process, and as part of this commit-
ment, we have appointed Oaklyn Peets as the new 
Supervisor of Elections.”

The Prime Minister said that his government has 

made signifi cant moves since taking offi ce in 
August.

“We have made tremendous strides during the two 
short months we have been in offi ce. Your govern-
ment has been working assiduously towards the ad-
vancement of our country and remains committed 
to providing a new day and a better way.”

Peets was a Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Public Works and Utilities under the previous 
Labour Administration.

Dr Drew also announced that the Parliament will 
open next Tuesday, and hinted that the new Speaker 
of the National Assembly may be female. Mr Oaklyn Peets is the new Supervisor of Elections
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Govt. seeks 
legal 

solutions 
to domestic 

abuse 
problem 

By Loshaun Dixon

The government is push-
ing to make a move 
towards addressing do-
mestic violence in St Kitts 
and Nevis, following a 
rise in such cases, some 
leading to high-profi le is-
sues in recent weeks.

Speaking on the radio re-
cently, Attorney General 
Garth Wilkin said the 
government had been 
meeting with law en-
forcement to try and fi nd 
a solution to the grow-
ing issue. He said recent 
events on Nevis last week 
led to a speeding up of 
actions. “Unfortunately 
that’s how things happen. 
Unfortunate events tend 
to speed up action. It’s 
not like we could have 
done anything already, 
because Parliament hasn’t 
been held, but the Prime 
Minister took it extremely 
seriously.”

Wilkin said he met with 
the Prime Minister on 
Tuesday and discussed 
the legislation and what 
could be done. 

“We had a meeting yes-
terday afternoon with 
the P.S in the Ministry of 
Gender Affairs and Social 
Development, as well as 
the head of the Special 
Victims Unit (SVU) so 
we could fi gure out how 
to solve this problem right 
away, and in that discus-
sion, we found some 
solutions.” 

He added that legisla-
tive solutions have been 
drafted as a result of the 
meeting, that would give 

protection to victims of 
domestic abuse.

“Right now it is diffi cult 
for victims of domestic 
abuse and domestic vio-
lence to get a restraining 
order. The legislation 
provides for that, but the 
orders are granted in the 
High Court.”

Wilkin said they want to 
push the ability to get a 
restraining order to the 
Magistrate’s Court so it 
can be quicker, as cur-
rent steps take too long. 
“We want the police to 
be able to apply on behalf 
of victims, because some 
victims don’t want to do 
it themselves. The legisla-
tion makes provision for 
other persons to make the 
application, but not for the 
police to. We are going to 
ensure that the police - 
the persons that typically 
call when these incidents 
happen in the home - can 
make the application, 
and get it done quickly to 
protect the person from 
further violence.”

Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew also gave 
an update on the matter in 
labelling it a critical issue 
to address.

“Domestic violence is a 
major cause for concern. 
It is not an issue specifi c 
to any particular coun-
try or place. Domestic 
violence is a silent epi-
demic, and one of the 
leading causes of injury to 
women. It is critical that 
we address, sensitize, and 
educate our people on do-
mestic violence, because 
it affects the entire family 
structure.”

Attorney General Garth Wilkin
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Vacancy
I am looking for tattoo artist with 

atleast 7 years’ experience
must have good costumer service, a team 

player and get along well with others.
location : wellington road baker’s corner

Contact number : 765-4333

Vacancy 
Saint.kitts super deals for my 

lovely locals store
On Fort.Street

Contact No 1869-6611797

Vacancy 
DLR Translations

is looking for 
1. A Translator(Spanish-English).  

2. An Office Assistant
For further information 

contact:869-661-0506/869-665-9310

Vacancy 
Alta Gama Discotec 

is looking for two (2) bar tenders
For further information 

contact:869-661-0506/869-665-9310

Pharmacy Assistant with the ability to 
assist the pharmacist with filing, filling 
of prescriptions and unpacking boxes.

We also seek an honest cashier to 
do  accurate cash transactions, and be 
able to use pharmacy POS systems.

Hours 7:30am to late as 9p.m.  
Contact emergingsun@yahoo.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in 

Colquhoun’s Estate
Asking Price: $2.5 million USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
Dexter Walter- looking for carpenter

Contact:6638785

Vacancy
Alex Barber Shop
Needed a Barber

Contact: 763-8592

Vacancy
Edwin Tailor

Needed one Tailor with 2 Years Experience
Contact: 765-6048

Vacancy
Housekeeping
Once a Week

Contact Dyer: 665-5120

FOR SALE
2010 Excavator (HYUNDAI)
Operating weight: 30460 kg

Condition: Engine damaged beyond repair 
Contact NHLDC at 469-5951

Vacancy
Parry's Woodwork
Carpenter Needed

663-2259/469-2368

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
5 Spice Restaurant and Bar 

Asian Cuisine Nevis
For Upcoming Restaurant 

and Bar We are Hiring:
Japanese Chef 
Chinese Chef 

Restaurant Manager
Kitchen helper and Dishwasher

Waitress
Email: sholongeorge7@gmail.com  

Contact: +1 (869) 665-2065 
/ +1 (869) 661-9328

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

Maria Snackette

Needs an Employee

Contact: 664-3790 Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
Indian Summer St. Kitts & Nevis

Looking For Assistant Restaurant Manager 
& Sous Chef for Indian Cuisine

CONTACT#662-9911

Vacancy
Rainbows Beauty Salon

Needs Hair Stylist
Contact:663 2486

RESTURANT HELP NEED
ONE WAITRESS

ONE COOK
CONTACT#663-9982

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

House for Rent
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom at 
Brown Pasture Main Road

665-2970

Property for Sale

Round Hill , Newcastle complete unit 
(5283 sq.ft)  of 4 spacious double 

apartments in approx. 0.375 acre of 
land. Built 2010. Potential to expand. 
Generator on site. Large car park area. 

Reasonable offers only considered. 

Vacancy 
Livi’s Barber Shop
Needed one Barber

Contact: 665-7177 & 664-0216
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PM aims to strike a balance 
for country’s benefit

By Loshaun Dixon

Striking a balance 
between social pro-
grammes to help the 
people and creating fis-
cal buffers to safeguard 
against a potential re-
cession, is the main aim 
of Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Dr 
Terrance Drew.

Last week, the Heads 
of the International 
Monetary Fund and 
World Bank warned of 
a rising risk of a global 
recession, as advanced 
economies slow and 
faster inflation forces 
the Federal Reserve to 
keep raising interest 
rates - adding to the debt 
pressures on developing 
nations

The prime minister said 
that since he spoke at the 
UN in September, his 
government has been 
in discussions about the 
way forward.

“I have had recent meet-
ings with the World 
Bank and the IMF. I 
have also put together 
an economic council 
that is looking at the 
state of the economy.”

Dr Drew noted how-
ever that the govern-
ment’s main objective 
is to look after the af-
fairs of the people of St 
Kitts and Nevis.

“Our number one ob-
jective is to take care 
of our people, but we 
are also a sensible ad-
ministration, and we 

understand where the 
world is heading.”

He noted that they will 
take the words of the 
World Bank and IMF 
seriously.

“We have said to 
them that we in the 
Caribbean have gradu-
ated, but because of 
our GDP we are shut 
out from grants and we 
are shut out from con-
cessionary loans. 

“I have asked - and 
other leaders in the 
Caribbean have asked 

- the IMF and World 
Bank, to use the MVI 
( M u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l 
Vulnerability Index) 
to properly assess 
the countries of the 
Caribbean. We con-
tribute little to climate 
change, yet we suf-
fer significantly from 
those effects.”

The prime minister 
said they are urging 
these bodies to include 
Caribbean nations 
among those who are 
given the opportunity 
to get grants and loans, 
to build a resilient 

economy and a resil-
ient nation.

“The government will 
do all that it has to do 
to protect our people. 
That is our first and 
most important agenda 
- to make sure the well-
being of our people is 
the priority.

“There has to be a bal-
ance between both, be-
cause we cannot allow 
the people of St Kitts 
and Nevis to continue 
to suffer.

“We are saying to the 

world, at the same time 
you are asking us to 
tighten our belts we are 
saying there are means 
by which they can take 
care of our people. 
We are not looking at 
several handouts, but 
we should be judged 
and should be con-
sidered based on our 
vulnerability.”

Dr Drew said they are 
taking a prudent step to 
make sure the country 
remains vibrant.

“We expect the tour-
ist season to bounce 

back significantly. We 
are also going to in-
vest in infrastructural 
development. We are 
seeking to have a di-
versified economy 
to respond to these 
concerns.”

He assured that the 
people will be pro-
tected from crises 
overseas.

“I want to reassure our 
people that we will do 
everything to buffer 
the people in St Kitts 
and Nevis from these 
international events.”

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, Dr Terrance Drew
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All inbound passengers to SKN required 
to complete online Immigration and 

Customs ED form prior to arrival 
(SKNIS): 

All inbound passengers to St. Kitts 
and Nevis, nationals and non-nation-
als alike, are required to complete 
the online Immigration and Customs 
Electronic Declaration Form to avoid 
lengthy processing delays upon arrival 
at the R. L. Bradshaw International 
Airport in St. Kitts and the V. W. 
Amory International Airport in Nevis.

Immigration offi cials report that 

international travellers spend less time 
transitioning through the local airports 
by using the online feature at www.
knatravelform.kn. However, many in-
coming passengers do not take advan-
tage of the modern system and often 
get frustrated having to fi ll out paper 
forms upon arrival at the airport.

The online entry form was introduced 
in 2021 to facilitate the paperless entry 
of arrivals during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The COVID-19 entry protocols 
were waived in August this year by the 

government but the online immigra-
tion and customs form remains as it is 
a best practice in many countries inter-
nationally. “It helps with effi ciency,” 
said Honourable Marsha Henderson, 
Minister of Tourism, while address-
ing the media at the Prime Minister’s 
Press Conference with Cabinet mem-
bers on Monday, October 17, 2022. 
“It’s being done in most jurisdictions. 
It helps with you getting through the 
airport [quickly] instead of having to 
fi ll out that small white paper that we 
all happen to lose.” If you fi ll it [out] 

online, it is a lot easier, and I think it 
is a step in the right direction,” the 
Minister added.

The information can be uploaded at 
any time, even days or weeks in ad-
vance prior to the traveller’s return 
date, provided the ticket information 
does not change. This is particularly 
important to prevent bottlenecks at 
the airport as airlines arriving in St. 
Kitts and Nevis are expected to in-
crease signifi cantly during the winter 
months.
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PM: We’re committed to better 
relations between St Kitts and Nevis 

Improving the relation-
ship between St Kitts 
and Nevis is a primary 
objective of the federal 
government, according 
to Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew.

Dr Drew said it was a 
campaign promise to 
work to ensure that the 
relationship between 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
improved.

“We talked about eq-
uity in that relationship, 
and we are very serious 
when it comes to that. 
I have met with the 
Premier of Nevis; we 

have met at least twice. 
He would have said a 
number of things that 
he considered to be of 
importance. We have re-
viewed them; we would 
have discussed them, 
and we have worked 
on a number of those 
things.

The Prime Minister said 
they have agreed that 
they will set up a com-
mittee that will review 
the Constitution and 
review the relation-
ship between St. Kitts 
and Nevis, with the 
objective of making 
sure that equity is at its 

foundation and better 
relations are the result.

“Our government is 
committed to strength-
ening relations with 
our sister island Nevis 
and ensuring that de-
velopments and ad-
vancements are fairly 
distributed throughout 
the Federation.”

He said some improve-
ments have already 
been made.

“As a demonstration 
of this commitment to 
the deeper partnership, 
the Premier of Nevis 

the Honourable Mark 
Brantley and I met 
with the Ambassador 
of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) His 
Excellency Michael 
Lin, who provided a 
grant to our government 
for the Pinneys Beach 
Sustainable Tourism 
Enhancement Project.

“This is part of our com-
mitment to enhancing 
the capacity of our eco-
nomic prospects. I also 
want to add that we have 
collaborated on geother-
mal energy, which we as 
a Federation will face as 
a project that will benefit 

both islands, and so we 
are moving quickly on 
that.”

He added that he has 
also met with the Leader 
of the main opposition 
party on Nevis, and 
in addition to inviting 
Premier Brantley to join 
his official delegation to 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) on November 
05, he also extended an 
invitation to the sole op-
position member of the 
Nevis Island Assembly.

The Prime Minister said 
he would like a federal 
office in Nevis to have 

direct access to him.

“I will discuss this with 
those on Nevis. Of 
course, we are develop-
ing a good relationship 
of the framework and 
the Federal Office as to 
how and when. It’s my 
objective to start as soon 
as possible to have that 
direct connection with 
the people of Nevis, 
so that they people of 
Nevis know that they 
have a direct connec-
tion with their Prime 
Minister and the Federal 
Government. So that 
will be pursued as well, 
with consultation.”

Prime Minister Dr Terrance Drew and Premier Mark Brantley during one of their meetings
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NIA signs contract for multi-million-dollar 
Phase 2 Island Main Road Rehabilitation 

and Safety Improvement Project
NIA Work is expected to com-
mence shortly on Phase 2 of the 
Island Main Road Rehabilitation 
and Safety Improvement Project, 
as the Nevis Island Administration 
signed a multi-million-dollar proj-
ect with Surrey Paving & Aggregate 
Company Caribbean Ltd. on 
October 14, 2022, at the NIA’s con-
ference room in Charlestown.

The contract covers 1.5 km of 
road from Cliffdwellers Estate to 
the Nisbet’s Bridge, and 0.9 km of 

road from Shaws Road to Nisbet 
Plantation.

Hon. Spencer Brand, Minister of 
Communication and Works, in his 
remarks at the contract signing cer-
emony explained the reason for the 
project’s delay and the cost.

“The general public would recall 
that in 2019, we completed the fi rst 
phase of this enhancement project 
but at the beginning of 2020 we were 
struck by the COVID pandemic and 

this project had to be delayed.

“This project initially started at a 
cost of over $13million for that 
phase of the work and I’m happy 
to report that we are settling at a 
fi gure of just about $11.7million 
for this phase of the work. This is 
not just a road construction project. 
This is a safety project for the is-
land of Nevis. In this area, we know 
that we had some safety issues and 
some safety challenges along this 
corridor and our main focus was 

to ensure that once this project is 
completed then the safety compo-
nent would defi nitely be greatly en-
hanced,” he said, adding “I believe 
that when this project is completed 
the people of Nevis would certainly 
be satisfi ed with the end product 
because if we would go by what 
we have seen from Cotton Ground 
to Cliffdwellers, we expect a simi-
lar quality and an even much more 

Cont'd on Page 21
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Heads of the OECS set to tackle critical 
issues pertinent to the region

(SKNIS): 

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, the 
Honourable Dr. Terrance Drew and other Heads 
of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) will tackle myriad issues over the next 
two days (October 19-20) as they participate in the 
72nd Meeting of the OECS Authority being held in 
Montserrat.

Prime Minister Dr. Drew, who made his inaugural 
address to the august body on October 19, said that a 
number of critical issues to be discussed include the 
Portability of Social Security Benefi ts; Contingent 
Rights Policy Implementation; Capacity Building 
for offi cials, and the fi nalization of an OECS Unique 

Identifi cation Card.

“An important part of the discussion should also 
include a strategy for enhancing the viability and 
sustainability of our Citizenship by Investment 
Programmes. Many of our countries are dependent 
on the revenues generated by this programme but 
we must not be short-sighted or sell our countries 
short,” said Dr. Drew. “We must be cognizant of the 
risks associated with devaluing our programme and 
develop a united approach which will ensure the 
viability and continued success of the programme 
for all our Member States who are involved and 
all of our citizens who benefi t and will continue to 
benefi t.”

In addition to the opportunities, there are several 

challenges that should not be overlooked. These chal-
lenges, Dr. Drew noted, must be addressed in earnest.

“It is diffi cult for us to achieve our development ob-
jectives if we ignore the challenges posed by the pro-
verbial elephant in the room – Glaring gaps in our 
intra-regional transportation sector. An effi cient and 
sustainable transportation system will yield benefi ts 
for investment, trade and movement of people- two 
pillars of our regional integration movement,” said 
the honourable Prime Minister.

Realizing that the region cannot have an effi cient 
economic union without addressing these issues, 
Prime Minister Drew reaffi rmed St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
commitment to strengthening the OECS Economic 
Union.
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improved quality.”

The Communications and Works 
Minister used the opportunity to 
thank The Bank of Nevis Limited 
for affording the NIA the opportu-
nity to fund the project.

“I also want to take this opportunity 
to thank The Bank of Nevis for be-
ing a steadfast partner with the is-
land of Nevis and the Ministry of 
Communications by funding this 
project to the tune of some $11mil-
lion. I believe that that is a vote 
of confi dence in the Nevis Island 

Administration to loan the people of 
Nevis and to loan the Nevis Island 
Administration $11million to have 
this project executed,” he said.

Mr. Brand also addressed motorists 
who will be utilizing the area once 
work on the project commences.

“I want to use the opportunity also 
to appeal to our motorists who 
will be using this corridor during 
the construction. Please, please, 
please, follow the guidance and the 
direction of the persons who are 
on the ground during the construc-
tion phase. We do not want to have 
any undue incidents during this 

construction and your cooperation 
and participation will be critical in 
ensuring that that becomes a real-
ity,” he said.

Ms. Xia-Xiang Claxton, Quality 
Engineer for Surrey Paving & 
Aggregate Company Caribbean 
Ltd., gave an overview of the 
project.

“Similarly, to Phase 1, Phase 2 will 
include major works such as drain-
age infrastructure improvement, 
demolition of the existing asphalt 
pavement, excavation works, re-
align works, replacing the sub-
base and the base layers with new 

material so as to strengthen the 
foundation of the pavement, as well 
as to reshape the geometric profi le 
of the carriageway, and then we will 
be paving a new asphalt surface. 
We’ll also be installing new street 
furniture such as cat eye refl ectors, 
crash barriers where they are neces-
sary as well as new road markings.

“For the fi rst two months of the proj-
ect that will take us into December, 
we will be focusing on the fi rst kilo-
metre of the project, so that’s chain-
age 2500 to chainage 3500 that is 

NIA signs contract for multi-
million-dollar Project CONT'D
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St Kitts and Nevis inducts two new 
CARICOM Youth Ambassadors

(SKNIS): 

Jalen Monzac and 
Iana Franks were in-
troduced as the new 
CARICOM Youth 
Ambassadors (CYAs) 
for St. Kitts and 
Nevis on Wednesday, 
October 19, 2022, 
during an induction 
ceremony held at the 
Department of Youth 
Empowerment.

CARICOM Youth 
Ambassadors (CYAs) 
are a regional network 
of young Caribbean 
nationals mandated 
by CARICOM Heads 
of Governments to 
advocate for and edu-
cate young people 
about regional pri-
orities such as AIDS 
and the CARICOM 
Single Market and 

Economy. Director of 
Youth Empowerment, 
Pierre Liburd, who 
served as a CYA in 
the early 2000s, said 
that the opportunities 
presented to the young 
people through this 

programme are ex-
tremely benefi cial.

“Once you apply your-
self and remain fo-
cused on the objectives 
which are to truly, hon-
estly, represent young 

people – their dreams, 
aspirations, views and 
positions and you ar-
ticulate that through 
the decision-making 
processes that you will 
be exposed to at the 
national, regional, and 

often international lev-
el you will do yourself, 
the young people and 
the nation proud,” Mr. 
Liburd said.

Junior Minister re-
sponsible for Youth 
Development, the 
Honourable Isalean 
Phillip, congratulated 
the duo on their ap-
pointment. She said 
that the staff at the 
Department of Youth 
Empowerment are 
extremely excited to 
work with the team 
and looks forward to 
hearing their ideas.

“I hope that you both 
have that fi re and that 
spark and are ready 
to really take the 
ideas that you have 
as young leaders and 
be able to impact 
your communities,” 

the Junior Minister 
stated.

Honourable Phillip 
added that she pre-
viously served as 
a Commonwealth 
Youth Ambassador 
and established valu-
able networks that 
still exist today.

“I want to encourage 
you and look forward 
to your leading en-
gagements because 
we are here to do 
work,” she said. “The 
future is bright, and I 
have every confi dence 
in both of you based on 
my own interactions.”

The CYAs will serve 
for the next two years. 
They will be sup-
ported by a corps of 
ambassadors made up 
of 11 young persons.
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Cliffdwellers Estate to just before the entrance 
to the Oualie Water Taxi Pier. Within that work 
zone we’ll be concentrating on the drainage in-
frastructure, so construction of any drainage in-
frastructure that we have to implement on new 
curbs and slipper drains, u-drains, v-drains any-
thing that is necessary and we’ll also be working 
on the repaving of the carriageway. We’ll also 
be executing excavation works at Hurricane Hill 
and this is essentially to improve the safety, the 
line of sight of that area,” she said.

Meantime, Mr. Michael Morrison, Project 
Manager for Surrey Paving & Aggregate 
Company Caribbean Ltd. said they are seeking to 
produce a climate-resistant road and are aiming 

to have one section drivable by Christmas.

“We will focus most of our activities within the 
section between Cliffdwellers and Oualie Beach. 
We want to complete that section to have it driv-
able for Christmas. 

“One thing of note is that the new box drains go-
ing across the carriage way, we won’t be doing 
those on this side of the year for safety reasons. 
We don’t want to leave them hanging out there 
and persons crashing into them because the geo-
metric profi le of the road will change signifi cant-
ly, and also the elevation. 

“We want to produce a climate-resistant road so 

the elevations would be way above what exists 
now so all these new drains will stick out like a 
sore thumb out of the road. So we won’t do those 
works until next year,” he said.

The ceremony was chaired by Dr. Ernie 
Stapleton, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 
of Communication and Works.

Others present were Mr. Colin Dore, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance; Mr. Denzil 
Stanley, Principal Assistant Secretary in the 
Ministry of Communications and Works; Mr. 
De-Jono Liburd, Legal Counsel at the Legal 
Department; and Mr. Jevon Williams, Director 
of the Public Works Department.
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