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Govt. announces initiative to 
expand film industry

By Loshaun Dixon 

With MSR Media now 
moving to St Kitts to shoot 
their fourth movie in the 
Federation, the film industry 
in St. Kitts and Nevis is set 
for further expansion, with a 
government program to help 
build local capacity in the 
area.

MSR Media has thus far 
completed three films, pri-
marily in Nevis, and will 
now be filming their latest 
movie, “Christmas in the 
Caribbean”, in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. The film will fea-
ture popular British Actress 
Elizabeth Hurley

Prime Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris hailed the work of 
the film and TV production 
company. His commendation 
came during an event held by 
the Ministry of Entertainment, 
Entrepreneurship and Talent 
Development, last Saturday 
at Kittitian Hill, where the 
details of the newest venture 
were announced.

“Thanks to all who have 
made MSR productions pos-
sible in St. Kitts and Nevis. 
We thank the NIA [Nevis 
Island Administration] for 
its own efforts there, and to 
say what we are having is 
complementary, for certainly 
certain movies could not be 

properly conducted in Nevis, 
and they now can be done in 
the larger of the two islands, 
but the benefits flow through 
to one country – the country 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

He hailed Phillipe Martinez, 
Producer at MSR Media, for 
choosing St. Kitts and Nevis 
as filming locations.

“We certainly prefer to have 
you here than to have you 
in the Dominican Republic, 
to have you in Barbados, to 
have you in Antigua, to have 
you in St. Maarten. In other 
words, we understand that 
you had a choice and we are 
happy that you have chosen 
us.”

Martinez said when he ar-
rived in the Federation nine 
months ago, the plan was to 
build a new industry in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“Nine months later and we 
have already produced three 
films and are about to start 
the fourth movie in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. The excitement 
this new industry of films 
has created among the popu-
lation, actors and crew is 
tremendous.”

He said thus far he has hired 
more than 60 people who are 
now full-time employees of 
MSR Media. “We are now 
starting a new chapter as we 

shot the first three movies 
mainly in Nevis, and now 
we are starting a new film 
called “Christmas in the 
Caribbean”, and we are about 
to start to shoot this new film 
on Friday.

“Christmas in the Caribbean 
is a wonderful movie for 
Christmas - a Romantic 
Comedy - and when we 
brought it, we thought imme-
diately that I would be call-
ing Elizabeth Hurley to join 
us. We are happy to pioneer 
this industry in St Kitts and 
Nevis.”

Minister of Entrepreneurship, 
Entertainment and Talent 
Development, Akilah Byron-
Nisbett,  said that she was 
excited about the plans ahead 
to create a film industry in the 
Federation.

“We believe that apart from 
the beauty of the islands, it 
creates a haven in this juris-
diction that we have not seen 
in any other jurisdiction, and 
we have that unique attribute 
where we have two islands to 
offer, full of locations, full of 
possibilities, in order for us 
to have a very successful film 
industry.”

Byron-Nisbett announced that 
her ministry is currently work-
ing closely with the Ministry of 
Finance to introduce an incen-
tives programme in the form 

of a Production Expenditure 
Rebate Programme.

“Similar programmes have 
been used worldwide and 
recognized by governments 
as an efficient and strategic 
tool to attract high-value in-
ward investment, strengthen 
local production sectors and 
build skills, employment, and 
infrastructure.”

She said it is hoped that the 
initiatives would work beyond 
MSR Media, and would create 
an environment where they can 
have even more film producers 
wanting to come to St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“People who want to be able to 
do filming in St. Kitts and Nevis 
will be able to get a percentage 
rebate in all of their expenses 
that they may have locally. So, 
whatever spend that they have 
locally in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
we will be able to provide them 
with a percentage back for film-
ing here in St. Kitts and Nevis.” 

She noted that it is an avenue 
to attract more people to film in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“It will also give MSR Media 
the opportunity to continue to 
do as many films as they can.”

Written by Martinez and 
Nathalie Cox, the latest film 
will follow Rachel (Elizabeth 
Hurley), a hopeless romantic 

who is jilted at the altar. Not 
to let her ‘Christmas in the 
Caribbean’ honeymoon go 
to waste, Rachel and her two 
bridesmaids jet off to the is-
lands, where love blossoms and 
she has to make a life choice.

The cast also includes Caroline 
Quentin (“Bridgerton”), 
Nathalie Cox (“My Dad’s 
Christmas Date”), Edoardo 
Costa (“Non-Stop”), Hadar 
Cats (“Next Generation Role 
Model”), Downtown Julie 
Brown (“A Year in Music”) 
and Rafael Martinez (“NCIS: 
Los Angeles”).

Hurley, who stars in the new 
film, said she cannot imagine a 
“better treat” than being invited 
to St. Kitts and Nevis to make 
a movie.

“It has been a very tough 18 
months for everyone world-
wide...For us to land in your is-
lands is a treat I cannot tell you 
how grateful we are.”

She said it was a dream come 
true to film here, and disclosed 
that she will be coming back 
in the spring to make another 
movie.

“To make a home for film-mak-
ers here is a magnificent thing, 
and on behalf of all the cast and 
crew I just want to say thank 
you for being so welcoming, 
and thank you for making our 
dreams come true.”

PM Timothy Harris and Minister Akilah Bryon-Nisbett (c), with Ministers Lindsay Grant and Jonel Powell (R) and the cast of ‘Christmas in the Caribbean’



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 29th, 2021LOCAL NEWS Page:3

St. Kitts and Nevis holds diplomatic 
talks with Colombia

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, en-
gaged his colleague Her 
Excellency Dr. Marta Lucia 
Ramírez, Vice President 
and Foreign Minister of 
Colombia in a diplomatic 
exchange in the margins 
of the 10th Italy Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
Conference in Rome, Italy.

Mr. Brantley said he was 
honoured to meet H.E. 
Ramírez, a champion for 
women’s rights and the fi rst 
woman to serve as Vice 
President of Colombia.

During the October 25, 
2021 meeting, the diplomats 
discussed critical issues of 
bilateral and multilateral 
relevance to St. Kitts and 
Nevis and Colombia. The 
range of issues included 
climate change, climate fi -
nance, greater cooperation 

in security, culture and 
language, and a vision for 
a broader Caribbean/Latin 
American political and eco-
nomic alliance.

Colombia responded posi-
tively to requests for assis-
tance with respect to airport 
security needs in St Kitts 
and Nevis.

The Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis established 
diplomatic relations with 
Colombia in 1984, and citi-
zens of both countries enjoy 
a reciprocal visa waiver ar-
rangement that allows for 
visa-free visits for up to 90 
days.

The 10th Italy Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
Conference was convened 
under the theme, “People, 
Planet, Prosperity. 

The future of an age old 

partnership”. The round table 
issues discussed related to 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals of the United Nations 
2030 Agenda and the 

post-pandemic recovery.

Italy’s President Sergio 
Mattarella affi  rmed that the 
European nation “wants 

to contribute to the return 
of Latin America and the 
Caribbean to the European 
agenda as a strategic 
centrality”.
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UNPRECEDENTED 
LEVELS OF 
SUPPORT

The clarity provided by the Prime Minister at his latest press conference - on 
the issue of the levels of support provided to Nevis by the Federal Government 
– should put this disquieting matter to rest. It was necessary. For too long, 
there has been the perception that Nevis is being shortchanged. 

The following is an excerpt from the PM’s detailed discourse:   

“Our Unity Government is committed to a stronger and safer future for all our 
citizens and residents on the islands of St. Kitts and Nevis. We have already 
created historic feats, just in the short time of six years.

We are the first federal government to provide regular, periodic transfers of 
resources to the Nevis Island Administration. Over the last six years-plus, our 
budgetary transfers to the NIA have exceeded over 260 million dollars.

We have paid double salaries to the public sector workers on Nevis, for ex-
ample, the NIA employees, the NEVLEC employees, NASPA, in the same 
manner that we have done for those federal workers on St. Kitts. 

We have supported home reconstruction in Nevis, post-Hurricane Omar. We 
pay all the STEP workers in Nevis. We pay PAP beneficiaries on Nevis their 
monthly stipend.  We jointly order pharmaceuticals for both islands. We pay 
the economic cost of our students from Nevis and St. Kitts studying abroad.

Nevisians participate in equal measure in the special mortgage facilities, fund-
ed by the federal government. These additional benefits to the 260 million, is 
valued well in excess of 60 million dollars.

Additionally, the SIDF, under Team Unity, has provided over 61 million dol-
lars in financial assistance to the NIA for the construction, for example, of the 
Treasury Building, the expansion of the Alexandra Hospital…and we could 
go on and on enumerating a number of significant developments in Nevis that 
have been facilitated for the first time in history by the Federal Government.

All these developments, in my view, indicate that our Team Unity Government 
is working for all our people – and the people of Nevis, like the people of St. 
Kitts, are benefiting from Team Unity. 

The delicate balance that we have managed so far, is to ensure that both islands 
are further developed and advanced, and that our people on both islands enjoy 
the stronger and safer future we promised.

Therefore, we have continued to provide the historic and unprecedented levels 
of support to Nevis. We appreciate and welcome the support given by the NIA 
to members of our defence force, who for several years helped to preserve law 
and order on Nevis.

Successive administrations, led by the Honourable Premier Vance Amory and 
now the Honourable Premier Mark Brantley, have publicly noted that Nevis 
has had its best support from the federal government under Team Unity.  

It is important that we continue on this path, and we consolidate the gains. We 
will do this working together…working together we shall achieve more.” 

The relationship between St. Kitts and Nevis must not be defined solely in 
monetary gains or in monetary terms. Certain elements of our relationship can 
never be monetized.”

We do believe that all bases have now been covered, and it is time that we 
refocus on issues that more urgently require our attention.

SKN leading 
the region in 
vaccination

By Loshaun Dixon 

The Federation is well 
ahead of the World 
Health Organization’s 
target of achieving 
40 per cent of the 
population vaccinated, 
with 51.3 percent of 
the population fully 
vaccinated.

Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Hazel Laws said 
that to date, 72.2 per-
cent of adults are fully 
vaccinated, and they 

are hoping the remain-
der would come on 
board.

She said thus far, 11.8 
percent of children 12-
to-17 have come on 
board - receiving the 
first dose - and 8.4 per-
cent are already fully 
vaccinated.

“We have work to do in 
terms of the Ministry 
of Health collaborat-
ing with the Ministry 
of Education, encour-
aging parents and 

guardians to bring their 
children forward, and 
coming on board and 
accepting the vaccine.”

She explained that 
the vaccination rate 
at 51.3 percent of the 
total population puts 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
as the first in the re-
gion to pass the WHO 
benchmark.

“We were the first in the 
sub-region to past this 

Cont'd on Page 20

Chief Medical Officer Dr Hazel Laws
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PM: Unprecedented 
support provided to Nevis

By Loshaun Dixon 

The fi nancial assistance 
that has been given 
by the Team Unity 
Federal Government 
to the Nevis Island 

Administration (NIA) 
has been unprecedent-
ed, according to Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris.

Dr Harris, who is also 
the Minister of Finance, 

said that the Team Unity 
government is commit-
ted to a stronger and 
safer future for all citi-
zens and residents on 
the islands of St Kitts 
and Nevis “We have 
already created historic 

feats, just in the short 
time of six years. We are 
the fi rst federal govern-
ment to provide regular, 
periodic transfers of 
resources to the Nevis 
Island Administration.” 
He said that over the 

last six years-plus the 
budgetary transfers to 
the NIA have exceeded 
over $260 million. 

“We have paid double 
salaries to the pub-
lic sector workers on 
Nevis, for example, the 
NIA employees, the 
NEVLEC employees, 
NASPA, in the same 
manner that we have 
done for those federal 
workers on St. Kitts. 

We have supported 
home reconstruction 
in Nevis, post-Hurri-
cane Omar. We pay 
all the STEP workers 
in Nevis. We pay PAP 
benefi ciaries on Nevis 
their monthly stipend. 
We jointly order phar-
maceuticals for both 
islands. We pay the 
economic costs of our 
students from Nevis 
studying abroad.”

The prime minister said 
that Nevisians partici-
pate in equal measure 
in the Special Mortgage 
Facility funded by the 
Federal Government  
and that the additional 
benefi ts to the $260 mil-
lion is valued well in 
excess of $60 million.

“Additionally, the SIDF 
under Team Unity has 
provided over $61 mil-
lion in fi nancial as-
sistance to the NIA 
for the construction of 
the Treasury Building, 
the expansion of the 
Alexandra Hospital, 
the developments at 
the Mondo track, and 
we can go on and on 
enumerating a number 

of signifi cant develop-
ments in Nevis that have 
been facilitated for the 
fi rst time in history by 
the federal government.

“All these develop-
ments in my view in-
dicate that our Team 
Unity Government is 
working for all our peo-
ple, and the people of 
Nevis, like the people of 
St Kitts, are benefi tting 
from Team Unity.”

He said the balance 
managed thus far was 
to ensure that both is-
lands are further devel-
oped and advanced, and 
that the people on both 
islands enjoy the stron-
ger and safer future 
promised.

“Successive admin-
istrations, led by the 
Honourable Premier 
Vance Amory and now 
the Honourable Premier 
Mark Brantley, have 
publicly noted that 
Nevis has had its best 
support from the federal 
government under Team 
Unity. We have cer-
tainly come a long way 
from that Wednesday 
when the checks for the 
NIA were bounced.”

Dr Harris noted said it is 
important to consolidate 
the gains and continue 
on a similar path. 

“We will do this work-
ing together, work-
ing together we shall 
achieve more.

“Our relationship 

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris

Cont'd on Page 17
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Dr Douglas to step away 
from SKNLP leadership

By Loshaun Dixon

After more than three 
decades at the helm of 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP), 
Dr Denzil Douglas will 
pass on the torch to a 
new leader in less than 
a month’s time, after de-
clining to be nominated 
for the post.

Dr Douglas, who is cur-
rently the Leader of the 
opposition in the Federal 
Parliament, has been the 
leader of the SKNLP 
since 1989, and led the 
party into government 
in 1995, when he served 
as the country’s second 
Prime Minister, until 
2015, when he lost the 
General elections of 
that year.

He also led the party 
during the 2020 elec-
tion, where they lost 
further ground in the 
federal Parliament.

Speaking on regional 
media recently, Dr 
Douglas disclosed that 
at its next conference 
on November 28, the 
party is expecting to 
elect a new leader and 
executive.

“One of the important 
factors ...we are hoping 
to elect the new leader-
ship and executive of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Labour 
Party for the next two 
years.”

He said that he de-
clined nomination to 
become party leader. 

“It is at the moment, a 
situation where I have 
declined nomination 
in advance of the bal-
loting that takes place 
in November. So in 
the preparations that 
we are having, I would 
not hope to be on the 
ballot.”

Dr Douglas noted that it 
does not spell the end of 
his political career, as he 
would be still the Leader 
of the Opposition in 
parliament, and would 
continue represent-
ing his constituency. “I 
am not stepping down 
from representing my 

constituency. I am 
still the Leader of the 
Opposition. After our 
conference, next month, 
I shall still be the Leader 
of the Opposition and 
representative for my 
constituents in my 
constituency. 

“So to say that I am re-
signing from politics, 
it is not really so at all, 
but the leadership of 
the party is going to 
be contested by three 
young comrades, each 
of whom is vying to 
be the national politi-
cal leader of the party.” 
Dr Geoffrey Hanley, 

the only other elected 
Labour MP in the 
Parliament; Dr Terrance 
Drew, the party’s can-
didate for Constituency 
eight, and Konris 
Maynard, former MP 
and candidate for 
Constituency three, 
are the individuals 
who will vie for the 
right to lead the party 
for the next two years.

Dr Douglas noted that 
he will not endorse 
any candidate.

“As the Leader, I can-
not at all make ref-
erence to that. That 

could and would inter-
fere with the process, 
and so I would not 
wish to disclose that at 
all.”

He said the party 
looked at reasons for 
losing the last elec-
tions, and the entire 
process, and looked at 
a new strategic plan 
for the next five years, 
as well as restructur-
ing and expanding the 
leadership.

“We have looked at re-
vamping the structure 
of the party. We have 
looked at how we can 

make the party more 
functional and how we 
can better deliver to 
the people on its man-
date, and thus form the 
government. 

“We are making a 
leadership change at a 
critical time, not only 
in the history of the 
party, but also in the 
cycle of elections for 
St Kitts and Nevis. We 
need to make sure that 
if we are going to win 
the next election, given 
what appears to be the 
disunity in the Unity 
Coalition, Labour must 
have its act together.”

Dr Denzil Douglas
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Breast cancer survivors given 
second chance at normal life

By Monique Washington 

Breast cancer survivors 
in the Federation are now 
be given a second chance 
at a normal life with the 
historic introduction of 
breast reconstruction 
surgery now being per-
formed at the Alexandra 
Hospital in Nevis 

Last week, Swiss Plastic 
Surgeon Dr.  Patrick 
Meredith, performed a 
bilateral mastectomy and 
breast reconstruction sur-
gery  on a breast cancer  
survivor .

Dr Meredith noted that 
surgery was very im-
portant, because it is a 
surgery for prevention of 
breast cancer in a very 
particular situation.

“The patient had a muta-
tion of the breast cancer 

gene 1 and also 2, but 
mainly the 1.This muta-
tion occurs in about 20 
percent of the female 
population in the West 
Indies…Patients with that 
mutation will, after the 
age of 50, have a 95 per-
cent chance of unilateral 
or even bilateral breast 
cancer, and this breast 
cancer will be aggres-
sive, because it is not 
subject to any efficient 
chemotherapy.” 

He explained that the risk 
of death, once that breast 
cancer is present, is high, 
especially in persons 
over 50 years of age. He 
noted that the procedure 
is not just  cosmetic, but 
“a medical procedure to 
avoid a life-threatening 
situation, and huge costs 
if these breast cancers 
were to evolve.  The 
important thing is that 
this patient will not have 
breast cancer ever”.

Dr Meredith said that a 
procedure that would nor-
mally take 3-4 hours took 
him less than three hours 
with the help of the the-
atre staff at the Alexandra 
Hospital. He noted that 

the surgery was success-
ful, and the patient will 
never again have a reoc-
currence of breast cancer

“The operation takes 
between three and four 
hours. In this case, I was 
so well accompanied by 
the staff of the operat-
ing theatre who are very 
competent - a great an-
aesthetist. Dr. Gill was 
assisting as well. We had 
finished in less than three 
hours with very, very, 
very little blood loss, so 
no need for blood transfu-
sion. The important thing 
is that this patient  will not 
have  breast cancer ever,” 
he said. 

Dr Meredith said that re-
covery time is about three 
months.

Dr. Meredith can be 
reached for consultation 
through the Rejunoviva 
Medical Clinic at 
Pinney’s Estate or via the 
Alexandra Hospital.

Junior Minister of Health 
in the NIA Hon Hazel 
Brandy-Williams lauded 
Dr Meredith  as well as 
Dr. Tyrone Gill, who 

created the connection 
between Meredith and the 
Ministry of Health.

“I also want to place 
on record my profound 
thanks to Dr. Gill, who for 
some reason his path and 
Dr. Meredith’s path would 
have crossed, and so be-
cause of that we are hap-
py to have Dr. Meredith in 
Nevis, and based on what 
he has said to me, he is 
here to stay. So thank you 
Dr. Meredith for coming. 
The contribution that you 
are about to make would 
be a huge one, and we 
welcome you warmly, 
not only yourself but also 
your partner

Brandy-Williams high-
lighted the importance of 
the surgery, and noted that 
women who would have 
lost their breasts due to 
breast cancer “they now 
have a chance to have 
breasts implanted, and so 
they can continue to lead 
normal and healthy lives”.

The surgery was per-
formed during Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
which is observed annu-
ally in October.

Hon Hazel Brandy Williams and Dr Patrick  Meredith
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Cruise season sails off Monday
By Loshaun Dixon

The cruise season in 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
expected to commence 
on Monday, and it is 
anticipated that 78 calls 
will be made to the 
Federation before the 
end of the year.

The announcement 
was made by Minister 
of Tourism, Lindsay 
Grant, who indicated 
that the cruise season 
usually starts October 
1, but due to the impacts 
of COVID-19, there has 
been a phased approach 
to the commencement.

“Over the past 19 
months, we as a destina-
tion, along with the rest 
of the world, have been 
severely challenged by 
the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. I do believe 
we are on the cusp of 
turning the tide.”

Addressing the start 

of the cruise season, 
Grant said that the sec-
tor was on the rebound, 
and highlighted the way 
forward.

“Having identified the 

protocols that are har-
monious throughout the 
region that allow for 
synchronised itineraries 
and have encouraged 
increased cruise visita-
tion, our destination 

is poised to officially 
begin our 2021-2022 
cruise season on 
Monday, November 1.”

He said that cruise 
line partners who have 
scheduled calls include 
Carnival Corporation, 
the Royal Caribbean 
Group, and Viking 
Cruise Lines.

Grant said that in 
November there will 
be 18 ship days, which 
translates to 27 calls, 
and for the first time 
since March 13, 2020, 
they will receive three 
ships at Port Zante.

“We will receive three 
ships at Port Zante 
on November 16, and 
again on November 23. 
On November 4, 10, 17 
and 19 we will have two 
ships calling on Port 
Zante.”

Grant disclosed that in 
December they are ex-
pected to have 51 calls.

“At full capacity, we 
would have welcomed 
in November, 71,775 
passengers and in 
December, 119,146 
passengers. There is a 
need for us to manage 
our expectations and 
to understand that this 
is a phased approach 
for the resumption, by 
both the lines and our 

destination”

He said cruise line part-
ners have advised that 
they would be sailing 
between 40 to 60 per 
cent of their capacity as 
part of their rebuilding 
strategy, as they con-
tinue to test their pro-
tocols and mitigate the 
risk of the spread of 
COVID-19 on board.

Grant added that tour-
ism officials have 
worked tirelessly with 
the Ministry of Health, 
the COVID-19 task 
force and stakeholders, 
to identify protocols 
and strategies for the 
safe and sustainable 
resumption of cruise.

 “Since the first ship in 
July, to date, we have 
received 14 calls from 
the Seabourn Odyssey, 
bringing 1,396 passen-
gers. We have had two 
calls from the Celebrity 
bringing 2,623 passen-
gers, we have had two 
calls from the World 
Navigator, and up to 
Monday, October 25, 
we had one call from 
the Viking Orient with 
366 passengers. 

“We have had a total 
of 4,498 passengers. 
These figures are in-
dicative of the reduced 
capacity of which 
the cruise lines are 

resuming, as they too 
are applying a phased 
approach to the re-
sumption of the opera-
tions safely.”

He reminded that the 
rebounding of cruise 
tourism continues to be 
a gradual process.

“With the increase in 
calls, we have also 
been working with 
the COVID-19 task 
force and the Ministry 
of Health, to approve 
additional tours to im-
prove the economic 
benefits to our local 
operators”

The tourism minister 
said they have ap-
proved independent 
tour operators who are 
dispatched by the fa-
cilities of the SKTA, 
who can facilitate two 
currently approved 
tours in the panoramic 
and island tours.

He added that the tours 
will no longer be dis-
patched at set times, 
but will be dispatched 
based on the request of 
the guests.

“With the success of 
our calls to date, we 
have expanded our tour 
offerings as promised 
to include independent 
online tour individuals. 
These tours are sold by 
independent operators 
who advertise and sell 
their tours to cruise vis-
itors via travel agents, 
their websites, and so-
cial media platforms 
such as Facebook.

“We understand the 
challenges within the 
sector over the past 19 
months, and with the 
increasing calls, the 
aim is to activate the 
multiplayer effect, and 
thus increase the spread 
of the dollar within our 
society.”

He noted that for the 
time being, Port Zante 
will remain a bubble, 
but it is anticipated 
that changes to that 
arrangement will be 
made in the coming 
months.

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant speaking to members of the Media
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More students benefi ting from 
foreign scholarships

By Monique Washington 

More people have 
been benefi tting from 
scholarships off ered 
by countries around 
the world, while more 
countries have been 

off ering scholarships to 
the residents of St Kitts 
and Nevis. 

One of the more recent 
scholarships being of-
fered is the 2022/2023 
Chevening Scholarships 
in the United Kingdom 

(UK) master’s degree 
course. 

Successful applicants 
will receive fully-
funded tuition fees to 
their chosen university; 
Living expenses for 
the duration of their 

studies; Return fl ight 
to the UK; Access to 
exclusive events across 
the UK; and joining an 
international Chevening 
network. 

The application process 
ends on November 2nd, 

2021. 

The Observer 
spoke with Shanola 
Murrey-Gill at the 
Human Resources 
Department within 
the Nevis Island 
Administration, and she 
noted that the number 
of scholarships off ered 
to residents has made a 
signifi cant increase. 

Scholarships are of-
fered for opportunities 
to Cuba, Colombia, 
Korea, India, Romania, 
Switzerland, Turkey, 
and UVI (University 
of the Virgin Islands) 
to name a few for 
Associates, Bachelors 
and Masters, as well as 
training courses. 

“When I started about 
fi ve years ago there 
were just about fi ve 
scholarships that were 
off ered. One to Taiwan, 
The Commonwealth, 
Chevening, MUA 
(Medical University of 
America), but now we 
have at least 40 schol-
arships that are being 
off ered,” Murrey-Gill 
said. 

She noted that in the 
beginning there were 
some diffi  culties in get-
ting persons to apply for 
a scholarship to Taiwan, 
but not anymore. 

“There was a break-
through, and now there 
is a breakthrough for 
all these other coun-
tries. The Premier has 
been working, creating 

relationships with these 
countries, and they are 
off ering our citizens 
these scholarships,” she 
said.  

Murrey-Gill said that 
studying abroad pro-
vides numerous oppor-
tunities for students that 
will not only ben-
efi t them, but also the 
country. 

“Students will get to see 
and learn another cul-
ture. When you travel 
to all these diff erent 
countries you learn their 
language, which can 
help with the economic 
growth of your country 
when you return. There 
are so many people 
from so many parts of 
the world living in our 
federation, and it will be 
a great asset to have our 
people who would have 
learned their language 
communicating with 
them,” she said.

She noted that future 
plans are afoot to let 
residents hear the sto-
ries and benefi t from 
those who would have 
gone to study. 

“One thing that we 
haven’t done as yet, but 
we will, is to let poten-
tial students hear from 
past students about their 
experience studying 
abroad - about the ben-
efi ts, their downfalls, 
what they like, what 
they didn’t. We cannot 
do it, because we did 
not experience it, but 
our past students can.” 
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Property for 
Sale 

Located at Four Seasons 
Resort Estates

Land with dwelling house
List price $1.795 million USD
Contact: info@fsrenevis.com 

or
469.1199

Property for 
Sale 

House on .5 acres of land
at Nisbet Plantation

Asking Price: $1.3 million 
USD

Contact: nevishouses@gmail.
com

Or 869.663.8910

Property for 
Sale 

.9 acres with dwelling house
Located in Zetlands Estate

Asking Price: $575,000 USD
Contact: 

nevishouses@gmail.com
663.8910

Never Ending Liquor & Tobacco Limited
Sales Supervisor

760-5355
rupesh.waghri@yahoo.com

Vida Liquor & Cigar Lounge Nevis

Position Cigar Expert
764-0737

Company:KTCS ltd
Position : 2Mixologist and 

1 F&B comptroller
Experience : Minimum 5,6 years.

Contact:7657777
Mk@ktcsvdm.com

LYNETTE'S SEWING CENTER 
Sewing Machine Operator Vacancy
Must be able to sew professionally 

1869-667-0067

SPACIOUS UNFURNISHED STUDIO 
APARTMENT

FOR RENT, PRICE $850.00
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY

#660-5647
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Murder suspect/s still at large 
By Monique Washington

The island of Nevis has lost two young men 
in one night, after an assailant/s opened fire on 
them on a public beach at Pinney’s.

Twenty-one-year-old Shaheem Farrell of 
Church Ground and 23-year-old Xavier Howell 
of Morning Star visited Pinney’s Beach on a 
busy Friday evening. Sometime close to 11pm, 
assailant/s opened fire on both men. The District 

Medical Doctor visited the scene and pronounced 
both men dead.

Following his son’s death, Patrick Howell called 
for persons not to retaliate.

“Do not dishonor his name by retaliating. It 
doesn’t make any sense to put another family 
through pain,” he requested. 

The police began their investigation immedi-
ately. On Thursday (October 28) the Observer 

contacted Superintendent of Police, James 
Sutton, who noted that no arrest has been made 
in relation to the homicide, but on Wednesday 
(October 27) one firearm was found.

“The good news is that we found a gun; the same 
caliber that was used in the homicides,” he said.

He did not at the time give the location where 
the firearm was found, or if anyone was taken in 
custody, but noted that the gun will be tested to 
ascertain if there was any connection to the ho-
micide. On Thursday, an autopsy was conducted 
on both Howell and Farrell. 

On Wednesday, Acting Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers called for the violence to stop. He 
noted that one of the victims is his Godson.

“Shaheem was my Godson. My sympathies go 
out to his mom and dad. And for his mom this 
was her only child. Losing your child is a dread-
ed thing to deal with, much less your only one. 
This is not good at all. I honestly cannot find any 
of the right words to say at this time, but Nevis 
cannot continue to deal with these disastrous 
situations right now anymore,” he said.

Jeffers said that acts of crime are continuing to 
“rip families apart “

“Families have to be coping with these situa-
tions, and it really robs us of the best days that 
we have had in Nevis, and some of the better 
days that we can have to come as well.” 

Prime Minister Hon. Dr Timothy Harris on 
Thursday sent his sympathies to the families 
who would have lost their beloved relatives to 
crime, and assured that security forces will con-
tinue to work diligently, and that they will “leave 
no stone unturned in an effort to bring the perpe-
trator or perpetrators to justice”. 

“My government will continue to provide excel-
lent support to our law enforcement agencies,” 
Prime Minister Harris asserted.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday October 29th, 2021 LOCAL NEWSPage:12 ADVERTISEMENT

CMYKCMYK

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 10th, 2021 NewSPage:12

A strong CBI Programme aims to:

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KITTS-NeVIS CITIZeNSHIP BY INVeSTMeNT PROGRAMMe

Prosperity for our country, a bright future for our people. ciu.gov.kn
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New political 
party prepares 

for NIA elections
By Monique Washington 

The newest political 
party in Nevis, Moral 
Restoration Movement 
(MRM), is getting ready 
for the next Nevis Island 
Assembly (NIA) elec-
tions with the introduc-
tion of its latest member, 
Patricia Jeffers, who 
will be contesting the 
St. James seat.

Moral Restoration 
Movement was official-
ly launched via radio on 
August 10, 2021.

Jeffers was announced 
by the party leader 
Samuel Caines on 
Tuesday as the newest 
member. 

Speaking with 
the Observer on 
Wednesday, Caines said 
that by January, MRM 
should have a third 
member.

“We need three, so I am 
hoping by January we 
will have three. Three 
is what we need to form 
the government.” 

Caines gave some back-
ground on why he saw 
the need to form a new 
political party in Nevis.

“Given the state of af-
fairs in Nevis currently, 
and the generally inept 
way our beloved island 
has been managed, a 
friend of mine and I 
decided to form a new 
political party, as we 
see a dire need for a 
third political party in 
Nevis. Our intention is 
to launch about twelve 
months before the local 
election in Nevis is con-
stitutionally due, and 
keep the momentum 
right through to polling 
day.” 

Caines said that he has 
been following poli-
tics since he was nine 
years old, and noticed 

that over the years the 
culture of politics has 
changed.

“I have been following 
politics for the past 50 
years. They (the gov-
ernment) look out for 
who they know support 
them, those they saw 
touting their colour. 
When you apply for a 
good job in government 
the question they ask 
is who he back, which 
party he support, be-
cause these important 
jobs here have to go to 
party diehards. That has 
been the culture. Both 
parties have done it,” he 
claimed.

Caines said that he will 
no longer “be a passive 
complainer” but will 
“become more assertive 
and try to do something 
about it”.

“Here I come, the Moral 
Restoration Movement. 
We have seen a lot of 
immoral things happen 
in our government, and 
we want to change it,” 
he said. 

He said that his party 

plans to create jobs and 
remove social ills, en-
courage new investment 
by bringing new hotels, 
tap deeper into marine 
resources, and ensure 
that there is an active 
and reliable bus trans-
portation system night-
ly, going right around 
the island until 2am for 
a nominal fee.

“We can’t just sit back 
and depend on revenue 
from water bills and 
light bills. They (the 
government ) are run-
ning the country on what 
they collect from bills 
and what ( Hon Dr.) 
Timothy Harris sends 
over,” Caines stated.

Caines said that for the 
next NIA elections, he is 
ready to face the Nevis 
Reformation Party’s 
Patricia Bartlette and 
the Concerned Citizen 
Movement’s (Premier 
the Hon.) Mark Brantley 
for the St. John’s seat, 
and is very optimistic.

“The reception has been 
tremendous, it makes 
me feel like the elec-
tions is in the bag.”

MRM’s second named member, Patricia Jeffers
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however must not be defi ned 
solely in monetary gains or 
monetary terms. 

Certain elements of our 
relationship can never be 
monetized - the strong, ami-
cable relationship between 
our people, the ease of do-
ing business on any of our 
islands by any of our citizens 
and residents, the synergies 
between our twin-island state 
as we work together, are mat-
ters to be cherished, even if 
we cannot put a dollar value 

to them.”

He pledged as prime minis-
ter to continue to work in the 
best interest of all the citizens 
of St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“Working together, our Team 
Unity government shall de-
liver with the full cooperation 
of our citizens and residents, 
the stronger and safer future.”

Addressing the standard-
ization of the sharing of 
revenues, he said in the 
Constitution there is a clause 
110 that prescribes the 

formula of revenue sharing 
for St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“The highest law of the land 
outlines how that should 
work - the lumping of the 
revenues, the subtraction of 
the cost and various arith-
metic that will become nec-
essary in determining what 
element of revenues the 
federal government would 
transfer.”

He said it is a clearly de-
fined a precise mechanism. 

Earlier this month, Premier 

of Nevis Mark Brantley said 
that Nevis was still not re-
ceiving its “fair share” of the 
Citizenship By Investment 
proceeds.

“Until we have a resolution 
on the issue between the 
Federal government and the

NIA about the issue of 
shared CBI receipts that is 
the reality of the situation. 
I have

said time and time again that 
there has to be a sit down 
with the Federal government 

and the NIA and work out a 
formula for sharing what is 
a joint asset.”

Brantley claims that the CBI 
has funded a large number 
of opportunities on St. Kitts, 
while Nevis has not been 
treated the same.

“CBI has been by and by 
large the only game in town. 
Let’s be blunt about it. CBI

has fuelled tremendous op-
portunities on the island of 
St. Kitts.

PM: Unprecedented support 
provided to Nevis CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 5
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 ABANDONED PROPERTY as at September 30, 2021

DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS
COUNTRY
CODE

CCY ACCOUNT PAYEE’S NAME AMOUNT ADDRESS

KN
KN
KN
KN
KN

KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN

KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN

XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD

XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD

XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD

50027
3864
10006621
51367899
51364881

54000
5138
10007052
21525
51367972
70039
51366612
51367986
53094
10005914
10006686
51367610
10007235
46576
8151
6177
10005207

10000968
8420
10810
10725
10004809
100770
10004691
10004693
41307
17616
15116
51365056
19917
46523
41834
23198
100560
51366697
8861
34185
10735
51364285
12125
10003047
10004976
10002975
51364989
51364851
2376
10005277

WALTON BROWNE
LAMBERT'S ATHLETIC SPORTS CLUB
TERRANCE W WARD
ARIANA SUTTON
ROSS UNIVERSITY CLASS 
OF DECEMBER 2006
CHELSSE S GARDNER
YOUNGSTER SPORTS CLUB
LEANDRA D CHAPMAN
1990 REUNION FOR CLASS 76/77
VERA RUBAINE
CLASSIQUE MODEL AGENCY
IMRAN BROWNE
B WINSTON MORRIS
OSZANI K PURCELL
SIMONE M GUTHRIE
ANNE SALVESEN
DION A PHILLIP
ELLEN J BERGSTROM
LUCIEN C MANCHESTER
GLENROY NISBETT
LEONOR SAMUEL
FRANCISCO A VARGAS

WILFRED C WATTLEY
ELESE DOLPHIN
ALTON L HARRIS
CARL HODGE
DAVID B ANDREWS
RAYMOND V DESILVA
DAEZHARI A JOHNSON
SEJONIQ A JOHNSON
VICTOR M SAMUEL
NORMAN W STANLEY
ANTHONY L ARCHIBALD
LESLIE GORDON
DAVID M SMITH
AVANEL P AKERS
JOSEPH L NOLAN
GARY C STAPLETON
KELVIN J MATTHEW
PAUL LOUIS SPREMULLI
LARRISTON MOSES
CECIL O BYRON
JOSEPH L DUNROD
LAUREN BOROFSKY
SYLVESTER PRINCE
NICK MCL. BLAKE
THOMAS PENDAROVSKI
DONNA S BAILEY
JOANN FONTAINE
DONNA S BAILEY
GEORGE W CASEMAN
CARLOS M VANTERPOOL

$30.90 
$41.19 

$82.40 
$82.69 
$86.04 

$101.89 
$181.19 

$183.95 
$192.28 
$237.08 
$252.74 
$256.44 
$284.97 
$429.04 
$680.67 
$698.73 
$753.97 
$776.48 
$797.42 
$813.71 

$815.86 
$826.16 

$867.87 
$884.62 

$896.11 
$928.96 
$951.73 

$997.89 
$1,008.00 
$1,008.00 
$1,076.44 
$1,118.09 

$1,247.38 
$1,263.90 
$1,269.91 
$1,370.97 
$1,403.68 
$1,601.62 
$1,607.03 
$1,632.12 

$2,215.54 
$2,271.88 
$2,436.97 
$3,082.95 
$3,381.50 
$3,462.32 
$3,572.37 
$4,076.37 

$4,171.52 
$6,212.41 

$7,360.95 
$7,514.52 

BUCKLEY'S ESTATE, BASSETERRE
LAMBERTS PROJECT, LAMBERTS
1 LIME KILN PROJECT, BASSETERRE
C/O DAVID F. SAGE, CAMPS
C/O ROSS UNIVERSITY, BASSETERRE

BIRD ROCK, ST KITTS
C/O KENNEDY RAWLINGS, BASSETERRE
C/O GRANDVILLE CHAPMAN, CAYON
C/O MR.LAURENCE RICHARDS, ST. JOHN'S PARISH
PEDRO STREET, SANDY POINT
C/O ANGELA B BENJAMIN P.O BOX 763, BASSETERRE
BUCKLEY'S, BASSETERRE
WATER WORKS, CAYON
C/O KIRA LEADER, ST PETERS
C/O INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF NURSING, CAMPS
MOLTEVN.40,
LA GUERITE, BASSETERRE
SHAWS ROAD, NEVIS
9418 ARDEN BEND, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
JOHNSON ROAD, TABERNACLE
POND EXTENSION, BASSETERRE
C/O MEDICAL UNIVERSITY OF THE AMERICAS,
ST JAMES PARISH
MIDDLE REGION 114, ST MAARTEN
8714 TAHITI LANE, FLORIDA
LAAN OP ZULD 1032, NETHERLANDS
2215 25TH AVE WEST, FLORIDA
CHARLESTOWN, NEVIS
1 CRANBOURNE ROAD, SLOUGH
C/O ALSTON JOHN, CHARLOTTE AMALIE
C/O ALSTON JOHNSON, CHARLOTTE AMALIE
WESTBOURNE STREET, BASSETERRE
MIDDLE ISLAND, ST.KITTS
P.O.BOX1 668, ST CROIX
P O BOX 1869, BASSETERRE
C/O MUA, NEVIS
TABERNACLE, TABERNACLE
PARSONS VILLAGE, PARSONS
138 CHURCH LANE, BIRMINGHAM
14212 EAGLEBUTTON CT, VIRGINIA, USA
1928 VICTORY HWY, COVENTRY
CARDIN AVE., ST.KITTS
MORNING STAR, NEVIS
20 MANORBIER CRESENT, RUMNEY
C/O ROSS UNIVERSITY, BASSETERRE
LODGE VILLAGE,
FORT LEWIS, WA
C/O ST.KITTS MARRIOTT PO. BOX 858, ST.KITTS
PO BOX 1489, ST.KITTS
C/O ROSS UNIVERSITY, BASSETERRE
PO BOX 1489, ST.KITTS
P.O BOX 666, BASSETERRE
8 DURANT AVENUE, BASSETERRE

kn.republicbank@rfhl.comrepublicbankstkitts.com

KN
KN
KN
KN
KN

KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN

NORWAY
KN
KN
US
KN
KN
KN
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US
NL
US
KN
GB
US
US
KN
KN

VI
KN
KN
KN
KN
GB
US
US
KN
KN
GB
KN
KN
US
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
KN
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kn.republicbank@rfhl.comrepublicbankstkitts.com

ABANDONED PROPERTY as at September 30, 2021 

DRAFTS OUTSTANDING LONGER THAN 15 YEARS
TRANSIT DRAFT

NUMBER
DRAFT 
DATE

INFAVOUR OF BY ORDER OF CCY AMOUNT

94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235
94235

607349
233069
233123
333425
343430
335068
314920
314919
285782
333424
285894
334228
336113
336478
332696
343327
313430
343292
334898
336146
336648
337129
314153
337941
5035
4597
4141
4160

20031202
20050728
20051201
20060329
20061017
20060809
20051110
20051110
20060405
20060329
20060512
20060509
20060720
20060817
20060209
20061003
20060126
20061009
20060606
20060727
20060825
20051125
20060525
20060112
20060922
20060120
20051111
20060222

KARLEEN
DRFT 233069 DTD 20050728
FAIRVIEW LTD
TORY MARTINDALE
CARIB BREWERY ST KITTS LTD
HENRY WILKIN
JAVEE MORRIS
DAVIMA BROADBELT
LEONORA WALWYN-BOWRIN
BERNARD FEVRIER
DRFT 285894 DTD 20060512
FRANKLYN MANNERS
ANTHONY GONSALVES
NATIONAL HOUSING COOPERATION
 AGENCY - BROKERAGE
COMPTROLLER OF CUSTOMS
DRFT 313430 DTD 20060126
DRFT 343292 DTD 20061009
IRIS FARARA
MELVIN WILLIAMS
NATIONAL HOUSING CO OPERATION
FINCO
DRFT 314153 DTD 20060525
FRIGATE BAY RESORT
DONNA S. HERBERT
DRFT 4597 DTD 20060120
DRFT 4141 DTD 20051111
DRFT 4160 DTD 20060222

DRFT 6073479 DTD 20031202
DRFT 233069 DTD 20050728
DRFT 233123 DTD 20051201
DRFT 333425 DTD 20060329
DRFT 343430 DTD 20061017
DRFT 335068 DTD 20060809
DRFT 314920 DTD 20051110
DRFT 314919 DTD 20051110
DRFT 285782 DTD 20060405
DRFT 333424 DTD 20060329
B/O DEBROAH O CONNOR
DRFT 334228 DTD 20060509
DRFT 336113 DTD 20060720
DRFT 336478 DTD 20060817
DRFT 332696 DTD 20060209
DRFT 343327 DTD 20061003
DRFT 313430 DTD 20060126
PADMAKAR O RANADE
DRFT 334898 DTD20060606
DRFT 336146 DTD 20060727
DRFT 336648 DTD 20060825
DRFT 337129 DTD 20051125
SYLVIA O FAHIE
DRFT 337941 DTD 20060112
DRFT 5035 DTD 20060922
DRFT 4597 DTD 20060120
DRFT 4141 DTD 20051111
DRFT 4160 DTD 20060222

CAD
CAD
CAD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
XCD
GBP
GBP
GBP

$100.00
$300.00
$360.00

$7.80
$10.80
$14.20
$50.00
$50.00
$80.00
$82.99

$100.00
$114.00
$138.41
$198.63

$205.00
$312.81

$350.00
$366.26
$529.32
$667.13

$750.00
$1,063.00

$2,000.00
$2,249.10
$500.00

$6.95
$40.00

$200.00
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benchmark, however we cannot become 
too comfortable, and have to continue 
our work, because based on our local 
data we still have work to do to bring on 
board others who have yet to receive the 
vaccine.”

She said the risk of picking up COVID is 
increased for the unvaccinated.

“If you are 60 years and over with 
comorbidity, your risk of picking up 
COVID-19, getting severe COVID and 
even death is increased.” Speaking to 
Merck’s antiviral pill, Dr Laws noted 
that is the fi rst anti-viral medication 

for COVID-19 to date. “What they do 
is they target the COVID-19 virus and 
disrupt the virus’ ability to replicate and 
spread.”

She said the medication is given four 
tablets twice a day for 5 days.

When I looked at the literature I saw a 
quote for approximately US$700 for the 
fi ve-day course. I am sure once it is ap-
proved, let’s be hopeful that the cost may 
be much more aff ordable.”

Dr Laws said it reduced the risk of 
hospitalisations and deaths by about 
50 percent. “This drug has potential; 
more work is being done on this drug, 

however, it is going through the approv-
al process and has to gain the approval of 
the WHO emergency use listing.”

She noted that once the nod of ap-
proval comes from the WHO, and 
once the nod of approval comes from 
CARPHA’s Caribbean regulatory 
system, the Federation will do all it 
can to source this medication.

“This would be good if success-
ful, because it would be yet another 
ammunition in our fi ght against 
COVID-19.” 

Dr Laws added that they are also 
waiting on authorization from WHO 

for children fi ve to 11 to be inocu-
lated with the Pfi zer vaccine, after it 
was approved by the FDA earlier this 
week.

“This is a new indication, meaning 
it is being used in children as young 
as fi ve to 11. This also has to go 
through the full approval process, 
and once we get the nod of approval 
from WHO and CARPHA, we will 
consider its use in our children in 
this age group.

“Until then, as a federation, we must 
continue our focus in terms of vac-
cinating our adults.”

SKN leading the region in 
vaccination CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 4
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