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BIG-FISH SMALL-FISH LABELS 
ARE FATALLY FLAWED

By Everson W.  Hull, Ph. D.

Writing in the Saturday September 4, 2021, edition of The Gleaner, the very 
distinguished and prolific author David Jessop offered a severe indictment of 
regional leaders in his provocative article titled, “The Caribbean’s Big-Fish 
Small-Fish Problem”.  He suggested that in order to overcome the differ-
ences in the weight, size and performance of Anglophone Caribbean nations, 
CARICOM’s members needed to have greater political will in the pursuit of a 
viable CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME).

Upon reflection, a plausible case can be made for the pursuit of a viable CSME 
without invoking the pejorative fish label that has been wrongly applied to 
these enormously proud sovereign states, which frequently find themselves 
punching well above their weight class in several spheres of human endeavor.  

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS WHAT THEY SEEM.

A careful review of the data tells quite a different story.  It offers 
a more reliable basis for assessing which countries rightly hold 
the claim to being members of the BIG FISH class and which do 
not.  The published data offers a universally accepted performance 
scorecard that would be instructive in determining the size of one’s 
fish.

To illustrate, Singapore is small in size.  Its land mass, at 281.3 
square miles, is smaller than that of Dominica (289.6 Sq. Mi.), and 
only slightly larger than that of St. Lucia (238.2 Sq. Mi.).  Despite 
its relatively small size, Singapore is a BIG-BIG FISH.  The World 
Bank reports a per capita income for Singapore of US $98,526 (PPP) 
for 2020.  By contrast, there are no BIG FISH in the CARICOM 
region and none in the several vast landscapes of LATIN America.  
With a per capita income of less than US $25,000 per year, few 
families can afford to pay the first year’s academic tuition for a 
loved one going off to college in the USA or Canada.

The vast majority of the mis-labeled BIG-FISH are suffering under 
the heavy weight of debt loads that stand in the way of their de-
velopment, leaving them fully incapable of fending off any of the 
massive obstacles that are strewn in their path.  All, but a very small 
number of the so-called SMALL FISH, have been forced to knock 
on the IMF’s door seeking assistance in fending off the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Many among the so-called BIG FISH who are not able to pay their 
rent on time and not able to provide for the welfare of their families, 
are invariably left with no choice, but to flee.  With few income-
earning alternatives available for meeting their needs, they head 
for the exits screaming, “LET ME OUTTA HERE.”  Large propor-
tions of our labor force fled in the 1950s and 1960s.  Although net 
migration rates have fallen sharply, in part because of severe con-
straints on immigration requirements, many are still fleeing today.  
The World Bank reports that 93,000 fled from one member state in 
2017.

It would be helpful to pause for a momentary interval and take a 
careful look at those who are fleeing today, from the lands that they 
love dearly, and those who are not.  The World Bank data reveals 
that the massive exodus is often fully unrelated to the size of one’s 
fish.  The dominant factor that affects our retention rates is nearly 
always driven by the level of the household’s income.  Hard cash 
remains among the few liquid assets that are universally recognized 
by the neighborhood grocer.  We are not going very far without ac-
cess to hard cash or several of its “near-money” derivatives. 

Setting aside the defamatory BIG-FISH small fish label, it would 
be helpful to invest some time in trying to dis-entangle the key 
determinants of those factors that have a harmful effect on growth 
and prosperity.  These may be contrasted with those policy actions 
that trigger the massive human capital flight underway in a few 

so-called BIG-FISH member states; leaving each with a sub-par 
inefficient labor force.

The continuing loss of human capital, often our best and brightest, 
has a devastating effect on our growth and prosperity that traps the 
CARICOM and Latin American regions far short of achieving their 
full productive potential. 

The approach to addressing issues of in-efficiency and low rates of 
productivity is not new.  It would also be instructive to investigate 
how many organizations and countries have confronted the problem 
of lethargic “INDIVIDUAL” rates of productivity that are harmful 
to their growth and prosperity. Mitigating the damaging effects of 
these causal factors are of paramount importance to thrusting our 
member states closer to their production possibilities frontier.

On balance the BIG-FISH SMALL-FISH characterization is 
fatally flawed. It could have the perverse effect of ignoring the 
key determinants of enhanced “INDIVIDUAL” rates of produc-
tivity and efficiency that are critically important to the develop-
ment and full embrace of the Caribbean Single Market Economy.  
“INDIVIDUALS” matter and matter a great deal.  They are the 
single most important resource that drives the performance of or-
ganizations and, in turn, member states.

If the CARICOM region is to escape the problem of insufficient in-
come that has trapped our member states at lethargic income levels 
that have stunted our growth and prosperity; perhaps the time has 
come for invoking an Incentive-Based-Compensation Plan that rec-
ognizes and rewards the optimal performance of the INDIVIDUAL 
with performance payouts that are commensurate with levels of 
productivity.

Dr. Everson Hull is a business economist.  He currently serves as Ambassador for 
St. Kitts and Nevis to the OAS. He has served as Adjunct Professor of Economics 
at Howard University, Head of Money and Banking at the Congressional Research 

Service and U.S. Presidential Appointee as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and 
Research at the U.S. Department of Labor.
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Nevis poet, author Amba 
Trott passes at 94   

By Monique Washington    

Author, playwright, 
poet, columnist and 
actor, Amba Trott, the 
man that “a lot of peo-
ple loved” passed away 
on September 9, at the 
age of 94, at his home in 
Bath Village.  

Trott was born in 
Canada to a Nevisian 
mother. His parents 
purchased the prop-
erty that is believed 
to be the birthplace of 
Alexander Hamilton, in 
Charlestown, Nevis, in 
the 1950s. 

In 2011, the Trott fam-
ily sold the historic 
wooden structure to The 
Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society. 
It was restored and 
currently houses the 
Alexander Hamilton 
House Museum.  

On Wednesday, The 
Observer spoke with 
Trott’s sister, Hope 
Trott, who described her 
brother as quiet, hard-
working and talented.   

 “We always had a piano 
in the house, music was 
always encouraged in 
our house. My mother 
was a schoolteacher in 
Nevis, and she was able 
to teach my brother and 
sister songs. There was 
a popular musical called 
‘Flora Dora’.  

“There was a famous 
duet that my mother 
taught my brother 
(Amba) and sister to 
sing. They would get 
dressed up and perform 
it. I think he was about 
four years old. It’s was 
in his blood. It started 
way back. We always 
had music in the house. 
Amba was very quiet 
and laid back…an in-
troverted person,” she 
said.  

By the age of 14, Amba 
Trott performed in 
many skits and plays, 
including a small role in 

“The Green Pastures”, a 
retelling of Biblical sto-
ries, with the Montreal 
Negro Theatre Guild.  

Hope said that when 
Amba became a young 
man, it was very diffi-
cult for a “black man” 
to find a job.  

“In Canada, it was very 
hard in those days for 
the black people in the 
community. He worked 
as a porter on the rail-
road. He got jobs that 
were available for black 
men. It was hard for 
black men to get decent 
jobs. He did any kind 
of manual labour. He 
taught himself to do 
many things. He had to 
do hard labour, because 
he had to do what was 
available to a black per-
son and a black man. It 
was hard,” she recalled.  

Amba eventually 
opened his own busi-
ness called ‘Iron Sides’, 
where he sold wrought 
iron.  

Hope said that Amba re-
mained very dedicated 
to performing arts from 
a young age.       

“He wrote many plays 
and was on TV in 
Canada. He was always 

interested in music and 
theatre. He grew up 
with it,” she said.  

Hope said that in 1985, 
she encouraged Amba 
to move to Nevis, for a 
number of reasons.  

“In 1985 he came back 
to attend to our ail-
ing father. When dad 
passed later that year, 
he decided to stay with 
our mother. I felt that 
there was an opportu-
nity here, a quieter life. 
Amba had an allergy to 
cold weather and cold 
winds. When he landed 
in Nevis, he felt better. 
He moved permanently 
to Nevis and was the 
main caregiver for our 
mother for 10 years. 
Mom passed when she 
was the same age as 
Amba, 94,” she said.  

Amba, she said, en-
joyed working and cre-
ating, and later opened 
a workshop at Hamilton 
House, where he wrote 
many plays and offered 
training and showcased 
local talent.  

Amba assisted churches 
and schools in Nevis 
with plays and pro-
ductions. A number 
of Amba’s plays were 
performed at the Nevis 

Cinema, including ‘Five 
Star Follies’, ‘A slave 
with two faces’ and 
‘Nonsense in Nevis’. 
Five Star Follies was 
also performed during 
Carifesta.  

In 1994, Amba began 
writing political col-
umns for The St. Kitts 
and Nevis Observer. 
In 2005, he published 
a collection of his best 
pieces, “Nonsense 
in Nevis”. In 2013, 
Amba was named  The 
Observer Person of the 
Year, and was described 
as “a person who has 
spent decades develop-
ing his thoughts and 
opinions on all things 
St. Kitts and Nevis”.   

Hope said that for the 
last years of Amba’s life 
he remained of sound 
mind, read a lot, and 
spent time exploring the 
internet.  

“Every morning he 
would come and have 
breakfast at the table, 
and in the night he 
would surf the internet. 
We were on Zoom for 
his birthday on August 
20.”  

The Observer asked 
Hope Trott what she 
believes was Amba’s 

biggest contribution to 
Nevis, and she was par-
ticularly keen to reflect 
that “he has touched so 
many”.  

“I can’t put it into words, 
he was just Amba be-
ing Amba. When I 
walk down the street, 
people would come up 
to me and ask ‘how is 
Amba?’. I don’t know 
this person, but Amba, 

everyone knows him, 
because of how he is. 
I think he has touched 
so many people on this 
island. In the last few 
years people have been 
sending love to Amba. 
I don’t know exactly 
what his contribution 
was, but I know that 
a lot of people loved 
him.” 

Amba at 14 performing in Green Pastures (bottom, third from right )Amba at 4 years old with older sister performing Flora 
Dora

Amba Trott
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A warning has 
become reality

For several weeks The Observer, through these pages, encouraged residents to 
take the COVID-19 vaccine and practice health protocols. Despite encourage-
ments from several quarters, the vaccination numbers are only crawling up-
ward. Almost seemingly on pause.

We also warned about the possibility of our federation being placed on Level 4 
by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Unfortunately, 
our warning became reality this week.

"The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. State Department 
raised their travel alert levels Monday for the Caribbean travel spots of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, ... due to the "risk of getting and spreading COVID-19 variants."

The CDC raised Saint Kitts and Nevis and several other nations to a Level 4, 
which signifies "very high'' COVID levels, and means tourists should avoid 
travel to the popular Caribbean vacation destinations. Those who must travel to 
these destinations, the CDC travel health notice says, should be fully vaccinated.

Aside from following each country's specific guidance, CDC recommends trav-
elers wear a mask and stay 6 feet apart from others, according to USA Today.

This has come because although vaccines abound, vaccinations have waxed cold.
It will get worse. The World Health Organization is predicting that the corona-
virus will peter out around March 2022.

With the current rate of vaccination in St. Kitts and Nevis, the virus will reach 
herd immunity on its own. It will spread from person to person until there is 
isn't anyone else to reach. But this means there may be regrettably more deaths 
from the virus.

In many places, vaccine hesitancy is in one way  or another encouraged by the 
opposition party (the political party which is out of power), which means that 
if most government supporters are vaccinated and people who do not support 
the government are not vaccinated, this will result in more non-government 
supporters not getting the vaccine and perhaps dying.

The CDC’s SKN Level 4 announcement will make it harder for already strug-
gling businesses, and more individuals will remain unemployed and under-
employed, thus putting greater strain on the local economy.

With the current rate of infection in St. Kitts and Nevis, the Level 4 warning just 
as Covid itself may remain with us for another 6 months.

Please get vaccinated and obey the health protocols.
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NRP Leader 
reflects on busy, 
fruitful first year

By Monique Washington 

Dr Janice Daniel-Hodge 
has described her first 
year as leader of the 
Nevis Reformation 
Party (NRP) as busy 
and hectic, but is happy 
that overall, quite a lot 
has been accomplished.

During the Party’s con-
vention in September 
2020,  Daniel-Hodge, 
daughter of the late 
Dr Hon Sir Simeon 
Daniel, was chosen as 
the party’s leader, re-
ceiving more votes than 
fellow nominee Cleone 
Stapleton-Simmonds.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Wednesday, 
Daniel-Hodge reflected 
on the journey since 
then.

“The first year has been 
hectic and busy. I think 
that we have accom-
plished a lot, but we 
have much more to ac-
complish. When I got 
elected, we only had 
two candidates, now 
the NRP has completed 
their slate of candidates. 
I am quite happy that we 
were able to accomplish 
that,” she said.

The candidates are: 
Jeadee Caines (St 
Paul’s),  Dr Patricia 
Bartlette (St. John’s), 
Rohan Isles (St. George) 
Dr Janice Daniel Hodge 
(St. James) and Cleone 
Stapleton-Simmonds 
(St. Thomas).

Daniel-Hodge said that 
this year, she has spent 
a lot of time speaking to 
Nevisians and finding 
out their concerns, hear-
ing their suggestions 
and providing assis-
tance, where possible.

 “I spent most of my 
first year on the ground 
listening to people and 
trying to help, where 
I could, to make life 

more manageable for 
them. It has been a busy 
period. Generally, I 
bring change; I bring a 
new perspective to gov-
ernance, and I bring a 
sense of understanding 
and caring that I think 
people were craving.” 

She noted that 
COVID-19 delayed and 
cancelled a lot of plans 
for the party, which 
included community 
meeting. She added that 
the party will follow 
all COVID-19 proto-
cols for the safety of 
Nevisians.

Daniel-Hodge said that 
going into politics there 
were a lot of things that 
she expected, but many 
took her by surprise.

“Yes, I expected that 
there would be chal-
lenges. I recognize that 
the vast majority of 
persons  are happy that 
they have an alternative 
that could bring about 
the difference they 
would need. But there 
are a lot of persons that 
have concerns about the 
economy of the island; 
they are concerned 
about their future, and 
there are a lot of people 
that need.

“I think that the mes-
sage is coming across 
that I come from a place 
of empathy. I really 
care about the struggle 
of our people. I offered 
myself to serve, be-
cause I feel that I could 
bring a positive change 
to the people of Nevis,” 
she said.

Daniel-Hodge noted 
that growing up with 
her father contributed 
to her mental capacity 
to being able to deal 
with the pro and cons 
of politics.

“I grew up in that envi-
ronment, understanding 
that the NRP was really 

founded to help give 
better conditions, a bet-
ter standard of living to 
the people of Nevis. I 
grew up looking at him 
and understanding what 
leadership is about.

“That is something I 
think that would have 
put me in a better posi-
tion to understand that 
it is not everybody that 
is going to love you. 
But I knew the prin-
ciples that he stood for.  
Growing up around him 
really contributed to 
my mental capacity to 
being able to deal with 
the pro and the cons at 
this particular time.”  

She reiterated that she 
is ready to be a servant 
for the people of Nevis 
- willing to give of her 
personal time and to 
“make a lot of sacrifices 
at the end of the day”.

“The purpose and the 
objective is to help to 
make the lives of oth-
ers better - then you 
will be able to succeed. 
I want to be a servant; 
to make life better for 
everyone.” 

When questioned about 
the party’s readiness 
for the Nevis Island 
Assembly Elections, 
due in 2022, Daniel-
Hodge expressed confi-
dence that they will be 
ready whenever those 
elections are called. 

“The more time that we 
have, I think we will 
be better prepared to 
get our message out to 
the masses – that the 
NRP is the party that 
represents the people. 
We believe that perfor-
mance matters. If elec-
tions are called next 
week, we’re ready. If 
we have an additional 
year, I am certain that 
we will be very well po-
sitioned to be success-
ful,” she proclaimed.

NRP Leader, Dr. Janice Daniel-Hodge
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Educator Joycelyn Liburd remembered 
as “the sweetest person”

By Monique Washington 

The community of 
Gingerland, and by 
extension the island 
of Nevis, is mourning 
the passing of educator 
Joycelyn Liburd, who 
died on September 13 at 
the age of 83, two days 
shy of her 84th birthday.

Liburd served as an 
educator most of her 
life, she taught at the 
Gingerland Primary  
School from 1978 when 
the school opened, 
until December 1983. 
She was transferred to 
the Charlestown Infant 
School in January 1984, 
but returned to head 
the then Gingerland 
Primary School, 
from 1985-1993. The 
school was renamed 
on October 9th 2008 
as the Joycelyn Liburd 
Primary School (JLPS), 
in her honour.

Persons who were taught 
by Liburd, or who knew 
her, expressed their sad-
ness of her passing via 
numerous social media 
platforms.

The staff and Principal 

at the JLPS said that she 
was kind, and always 
wanted the best for her 
students, even after she 
retired.

“She gave treats to her 
students, and she gave 
treats to her teach-
ers. The school would 
seldom celebrate an 
anniversary without 
Mrs. Liburd present-
ing an envelope and 
saying “get something 
for the children”. They 
were at the core of her 
thoughts. She was con-
cerned about their total 
development, with good 
manners and good be-
haviour ranking equally 
with academics,” a post 
reads.

Liburd is the mother of 
former Calypsonian, 
and Chair of the Nevis 
Culturama Committee, 
Antonio Abonathy 
Liburd.

Junior Minister of 
Education Troy Liburd 
said that she was the 
Headmistress at the then 
Gingerland Primary 
School (GPS) for his 
whole tenure there .

“She would have served 

as a teacher, then prin-
cipal of the Gingerland 
Primary  School. A lot 
of us from the area of 
Gingerland are the prod-
uct of her handiwork. 
For my entire duration 
at the then GPS, she was 
the head teacher, and 
every time I see her I 
still refer to her as head 
teacher. That is a mark 

of respect and a mark of 
honour,” he said.

Minister Liburd said 
that though she was the 
“sweetest person”, she 
was also a no-nonsense 
type of individual. 

“There are so many sto-
ries I can tell on ways 
she has shaped me and 

moulded me to what I 
am today. Whenever 
you did something for 
her, you always wanted 
to do your best, because 
she would not tolerate 
anything less than the 
best,” he said.

Mrs. Liburd also 
managed a business 
at Market Shop in 

Gingerland, where 
school children and 
residents would buy 
breakfast and lunch

“She has served the is-
land of Nevis and has 
severed with distinc-
tion for many years, 
especially to the people 
of Gingerland,” the 
Minister said.

Joycelyn Liburd in happier times

GSS fifth form class closes for 
potential COVID-19 case

By Monique Washington 

A fifth form class at the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School (GSS) had to 
be promptly closed on 
Wednesday, after the 
threat of a potential 
COVID-19 case was 
identified.

The Observer was in-
formed that parents of 
students in 5A3 at the 
school were advised 
to take their children 
immediately to Long 
Point, at the Emergency 

Operation Centre site, 
for COVID-19 testing.

A notice was circulated 
shortly after by the 
Ministry of Education 
in Nevis, stating that 
students of Form 5A3 
at the Gingerland 
Secondary School 
“should take note of 
immediate transition to 
online learning”.

Schools in Nevis were 
scheduled to be re-
opened on September 
5th, however this was 
postponed by one week, 

due to contact tracing 
from a positive case 
within the Ministry of 
Education’s building at 
Marion Heights.

On Wednesday eve-
ning, Principal Education 
Officer, Zahnela Claxton, 
spoke on the physical 
closure of the class at the 
school, and noted it was 
only one ‘thus far”.

“We had to physically 
close one of our class-
es…well, just one class 
thus far, at the Gingerland 
Secondary School. We 

closed form 5A3.”

She noted that the proto-
cols that were put in place 
on Wednesday were 
“planned protocols”.

“We identified a potential 
positive case and we tran-
sitioned into contact trac-
ing on the health front. 
We reached out to the 
Emergency Operation 
Centre, we alerted them, 
we got the class list, 
we sent the class list 
so they knew who to 
expect, we contacted 
the parents who would 

then take the students to 
the health Emergency 
Operation Centre to do 
the COVID-19 test. Once 
our students are tested, 
they will have to go into 
quarantine.” 

Claxton highlighted the 
importance of the parent 
or guardian taking the 
child for testing.

“It is important for par-
ents to understand that 
if we reach out to you, 
you would have to be the 
one to take the students, 
because they are minors. 

The authorities will have 
to give you their expecta-
tions, they will guide you 
through what is expected 
for the duration of the 
time period,” she said. 

Claxton added that as it 
relates to academics, the 
students will immediate-
ly transition into remote 
learning. 

“The teachers for those 
students will be expect-
ed to have the teaching 
and learning process 
online.”
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COVID deaths hit nine
By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis has recorded its 
ninth death from COVID-19, 
Minister of Health Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett confirmed 
Wednesday afternoon, while 
pleading for more vaccina-
tions among the population 
to help in the fight against the 
dreaded virus.

The announcement was made 
during an address to the na-
tion, reiterating the impor-
tance of vaccinations.

“It is with a deep sense of sor-
row that I now inform you 
that St. Kitts and Nevis has re-
corded a ninth death attributed 
to the COVID-19. On behalf 
of the Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis and the Ministry 
of Health, I express profound 
condolences to the family and 
loved ones of the deceased.

“Certainly our thoughts and 
prayers are with this family 
who are mourning the loss of 

this loved one, as well as with 
the families of the other eight 
persons who passed earlier 
from the ravages of the deadly 
virus. We pray that God will 
grant them the serenity and 
peace they need to get through 
this difficult period.”

The health minister said that 
there were no easy answers to 
solve the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, noting that they have been 
in the fight for 18 months.

“I don’t need to remind you 
that COVID -19 has turned 
our world upside down.”

On Wednesday, 46 new 
COVID-19 cases were report-
ed to have been recorded in the 
preceding 24 hours, while the 
total confirmed COVID-19 
cases grew beyond 1500.

Byron-Nisbett said at the start 
of the pandemic they had 
urged all to comply with non- 
pharmaceutical measures until 
they received safe vaccines.

“We knew that the vaccines 

will be a vital tool for bringing 
the pandemic under control. 

Vaccines save lives and the 
evidence is irrefutable. We 
thank those who have taken 
this life-saving vaccine, and 
urge all those who have not 
yet gone forward to make 
haste and do so.”

She made a clarion call to 
parents and guardians to 
bring 12 to 18-year-olds to 
the health centres that offer 
the best protection against 
the virus.

The Minister said as of 
September 14, 75.2% of the 
Federation’s adults have 
been protected with one 
dose of the vaccine, while 
67.3% are fully vaccinated, 
and 4.2% of 12 to 18-year-
olds are protected with one 
dose so far.

She said of the nine 
COVID-19 related deaths 
registered in the federation, 
only one was vaccinated. Minister of Health Akilah Byron-Nisbett
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Two SKN citizens’ 
passports 

invalidated after 
terror links

By Loshaun Dixon 

Two citizens of St. Kitts 
and Nevis have had their 
passports invalidated by 
the Ministry of National 
Security, after their 
names appeared on the 
terror watchlist in the 
United Arab Emirates.

According to a state-
ment by the Ministry 
of National Security, 
“St. Kitts and Nevis has 
taken action to disable 
the passports of two cit-
izens, Khaled Awad and 
Walid Awad, on account 
of news reports that 
the Government of the 

United Arab Emirates 
has named them on a re-
cent terrorist watchlist”. 

The passports were is-
sued in 2014 and 2015.

The statement said the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs is actively en-
gaging the Government 
of the United Arab 
Emirates, to ascertain 
the details relating to 
the inclusion of these 
two (2) persons on the 
watchlist. They said 
the details will inform 
further action by the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “St. Kitts 
and Nevis continues to 

be fully committed in 
its support of all eff orts 
to eradicate terrorist ac-
tivities in all their forms 
globally. As a respon-
sible member of the in-
ternational community, 
St. Kitts and Nevis will 
continue to cooperate 
with every country and 
entity to suppress ter-
rorist activities.

The Government of the 
United Arab Emirates 
can be assured of the 
fullest cooperation of 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

On Monday, the UAE 
Cabinet issued a 

resolution, No 83 of 
2021, designating 38 
individuals and 15 en-
tities on its approved 
list of persons and or-
ganisations supporting 
terrorism. The reso-
lution reinforces the 
country’s commitment 
to target and dismantle 
networks that fi nance 
terrorism and its related 

activities. “The reso-
lution demands that 
regulatory authorities 
monitor and identify 
any individuals or en-
tities affi  liated with or 
associated with any fi -
nancial, commercial or 
technical relationship 
with the individuals 
or entities on the list,” 
according to state-run 

news agency WAM.  

It also said that “once 
identifi ed, necessary ac-
tion under the prevail-
ing laws of the country, 
must be taken in under 24 
hours”.

The two brothers’ names 
were part of the 38-man 
list.
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St. Kitts And Nevis 
Prime Minister 

Stresses The 
‘Urgency Of Now’ 
In Tackling The 
Covid-19 Global 

Pandemic
(Press Unit in the Office of the Prime 
Minister)

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, Dr. the Honourable Timothy 
Harris has told the global com-
munity that the time to effectively 
tackle the COVID-19 pandemic is 
now. This he said can be achieved 
through the use of vaccines which 
the prime minister described as the 
greatest tool in the fight against the 
deadly disease. 

Prime Minister Harris, in his capac-
ity as lead Prime Minister for Health 
in the CARICOM quasi cabinet of 
Ministers, was at the time deliver-
ing remarks virtually at the inaugu-
ral Lean In For Tomorrow (LIFT) 
Conference held today, Tuesday, 
September 14 under the theme 
‘Vaccine Access For All Must Be 
Guaranteed’.

The LIFT conference is a movement 
that seeks to bring together govern-
ment and private sector leadership 
from African and Caribbean nations 
in an effort to garner publicity for 
a campaign to improve citizen con-
fidence in vaccines and work with 
major global corporations to assist 
with the donation of vaccines to 
vulnerable states. 

“Since COVID-19 made its appear-
ance in December 2019, and was 
declared a pandemic in March 2020, 
we have continued to deal with the 
urgency of now. To date, we have 
had approximately two hundred 
and nineteen million cases and over 
4.55 million deaths worldwide,” 
said Prime Minister Harris during 
his presentation. 

The St. Kitts and Nevis prime min-
ister noted that the world is now 
facing a recent surge in COVID-19 
cases, fueled by new and more 

transmissible variants of the virus. 

Dr. Harris said, “While the numbers 
increase it has become clear that 
the hospitalizations and deaths are 
much more likely amongst those 
who remain unvaccinated. Some 
have even coined this new surge as 
a ‘Pandemic of the unvaccinated’. 
The Urgency of Now is ever more 
apparent. We now have the tool to 
better protect our frontline workers 
and our population – and that tool is 
the vaccine.”

The honourable prime minister also 
used his presentation at the inaugu-
ral LIFT conference to advocate for 
the fair and equitable distribution of 
vaccines in a way that reduces the 
wastage of this critical life-saving 
tool. 

He added, “We must maximize the 
use of community, national and re-
gional systems of sharing and dis-
tribution to facilitate the allocation 
and exchange of vaccines in such a 
manner that minimizes the expira-
tion and wastage of the vaccines. 
We must remove the barriers as the 
wastage of any vaccines when there 
is the potential to get it into a willing 
recipient, should not be acceptable 
in our region. I challenge all indi-
viduals and institutions involved in 
the governance, design, or execu-
tion of the supply chain of vaccines, 
to reconsider and make the changes 
needed to ensure limited wastage of 
this resource while so many are in 
need of it.”

Prime Minister Harris reiterated that 
no nation is safe until all nations are 
safe, and as such emphasized that 
we must all “do everything in our 
collective power to ensure that the 
maximum number of persons can 
be vaccinated in the minimum time 
possible.”

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris
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Vacancy
Needs  One Cleaner

Contact: 660-5010

Vacancy 
Shanghai Xpress “ is 
looking for  1 head 
chef and 2 Junior 

Chef with a minimum 
of 2 year experience 

in Asian cuisine. 
Send your resumes 

to:    Shanghaixpress@
yahoo.com”

Property for Sale
House on .5 acres

in Fern Hill Estates
Upper Jessups

Asking Price:  $745,000
Contact: 

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

Vacancy
GENNETTEA  HOUSE  OF HEALING

Needs  a Sales Clerk & Chef
Contact: 765 - 9771

Sandy Point, St kitts
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COVID scares necessitate remote 
learning for two schools

By Loshaun Dixon

Two secondary schools 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
have been reverted to 
remote learning as a re-
sult of COVID scares, 
Minister of Education 
Jonel Powell has 
confirmed.

Powell told the Observer 
on Tuesday that this 
was required at Charles 
E Mills Secondary 
School (CEMSS) and 
Washington Archibald 
High School (WAHS).

“In CEMSS, a teacher 
would have tested posi-
tive over the weekend, 
and out of precau-
tion, we had the entire 
staff room tested. The 
school has reverted to 
remote learning tem-
porarily until we get 
back results from the 
staff room testing, and 
based on those results, 
we will take further 
decisions. 

“At WAHS, two stu-
dents were identified as 
coming from a house-
hold where there were 
positive tests, and so 
because of their inter-
action in the school, we 
took the precautionary 
decision to revert the 
school to remote learn-
ing, pending advice 
from the Ministry of 
Health.”

He said in all other 
schools that have been 
affected, it has been 
a case of a teacher or 
student in a particular 
class, and that class 
would be subjected 
to batch learning and 
reverted to remote 
learning, while the rest 
of the school contin-
ues with face-to-face 
instructions.

Powell indicated that 
irresponsible parents 
have played a role in 
some of the COVID 
scares across the 
schools in St. Kitts. 
“A major part of the 

problem right now 
with our schools and 
COVID-19, is irre-
sponsibility on the part 
of some parents. I know 
things are difficult and 
I know times are hard, 
and I am urging parents 
and guardians to be pa-
tient, responsible and 
vigilant.

“We have had cases 
where students have 
come from homes where 
parents know they have 
been identified for con-
tact tracing, and know 
they shouldn’t be send-
ing children to school. 

We have too many 
cases where the chil-
dren themselves have 
been tested, and have 
outstanding tests for 
COVID-19, and they 
are still sending those 
children to school.”

He urged parents that 
even if they have been 
inadvertently contacted, 
let them know. 

“The difference between 
letting us know and 
sealing that information 
can determine whether 
a class closes or an en-
tire school closes.”

The Education Minister 
said that these incidents 
- knowingly sending 
children to school who 

should be quarantined 
- breach the COVID-19 
Act.

“The parents can be 
charged under the 
COVID-19 Act, and 
this is why we are 
saying the whole re-
sumption of schools 
must be a partnership. 
We are doing all we 
can to provide safe 
and sterile schools, 
and parents need to 
be responsible and to 
adhere to the rules and 
regulations and stay 
home.”

Powell also said that 
he was confident in 
the capacity of teach-
ers to deliver school-
ing remotely.

“We have the capacity 
to do it. We were the 
only jurisdiction to 
have in-school learn-
ing and face-to-face 
learning last year. We 
have been through 
this already, and we 
continue. 

The teachers are doing 
their very best to pro-
vide quality instruc-
tion to the students, 
but it is a partnership.”

He noted that the 
Pfizer vaccines can 
play a critical role in 
creating safer schools, 

as children as young as 
12 can be vaccinated.

“It will be critical, be-
cause what it means 

is that the majority 
of a school’s popula-
tion can be vaccinated 
through the Pfizer. 
We need to get these 

children vaccinated 
to protect themselves, 
fellow students and 
the staff.”

Addressing the lev-
els of vaccinations 
among students, he 
said that they have 
seen a steady stream 
of persons trying to 
make appointments 
for their children to be 
vaccinated. 

He was also confident 
of a successful school 
year for all students.

“I am confident 
that the Ministry of 
Education can provide 
all the necessary sup-
port and resources, but 
it is not up to us, it is 
a collaborative effort; 
a partnership between 
us and wider society.”
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A stro n g  CB I  P ro g ramme aims to :

• Create job opportunities
• Upgrade the interior airport terminal building
• Complete the construction of the Old Road Bay realignment project
• Install a new runway and lighting at the RLB International Airport
• Construct more hotels
• Construct better roads
• Construct the bus terminals
• Complete the second cruise pier

CONCEPT TO
CREATION

ST KI TTS-NEV I S CI TI Z ENSH I P  B Y  I NV ESTM ENT P R OG R AM M E

P ro sperity f o r o u r c o u n try, a brig ht f u tu re f o r o u r peo pl e. c iu .g o v.k n
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Heroes hailed for selfless 
efforts in nation-building

By Loshaun Dixon

National Heroes were 
honoured Thursday, 
with a public holiday 
and with a ceremony of 
observance of National 
Heroes at Heroes Park 
in Conaree.

The ceremony was held 
to honour National 
Heroes, the late Right 
Excellencies Sir Robert 
L. Bradshaw, Sir C. 
A. Paul Southwell, 
Sir Joseph N. France 
and Sir Simeon 
Daniel, as well as the 
Right Excellent and 
Right Honourable Sir 
Kennedy A. Simmonds, 
the only living National 

Hero.

At the ceremony, family 
members of the five na-
tional heroes attended, 
and the opportunity was 
provided for them to lay 
wreaths at the feet of the 
statues of the four late 
heroes.

Sir Kennedy Simmonds 
was present at the 
ceremony.

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris urged 
all citizens to commit to 
starting, but persever-
ing to finish in efforts of 
nation-building.

“Challenges may seem 
insurmountable, but we 

must remember, and 
know in our hearts, that 
heroism, true heroism, 
is not the absence of 
fear, or even failure. It 
is finding the courage to 
do what is needed when 
needed most, in spite of 
the fears and doubting 
Thomases.”

Dr Harris said nation-
building involves re-
starting, recommitting, 
and trying again after 
failure.

“It is getting up one 
more time after being 
knocked down, because 
you know that a person, 
a family, a team, a com-
munity, a country, de-
pends on your standing 

at that time and in that 
moment. Heroes rise 
from hardship. Heroes 
rise from calamity. 
Heroes rise from any 
threat to our progress 
and safety. Let us be the 
heroes our Nation needs 
today.” 

He noted the 1935 
Buckley’s Uprising, as 
an example of how self-
lessness can have major 
impacts.

“What began as a dem-
onstration for better 
pay, grew into a call 
for workers’ rights, 
for cohesiveness and 
unionization; to a call 
for self-determination, 
to independence, not 

just here, but across the 
Caribbean. The dem-
onstrators and those 
who gave their blood 
and lives, cannot see 
today the full fruits of 
their standing. It is our 
duty to remember, to 
respect, and to repli-
cate if necessary, their 
heroic courage and 
sacrifice. 

To be fair to them, we 
must assess whether 
their struggles and re-
sultant amelioration 
in workers’ conditions 
everywhere, is suf-
ficient for the leaders 
to be designated as 
National Heroes.”

The prime minister 

urged all to be selfless 
and become the hero 
the nation needs now. 

“Today, as we celebrate 
our National Heroes, 
and recognize the her-
oism of others, let us 
recommit ourselves to 
a oneness of purpose. 
The life and times of 
our national heroes 
remind us that at criti-
cal times, we must put 
country above self. 

That’s what the men 
and women did in 
Buckley’s Uprising. It 
was what Comrades 
France, Bradshaw and 
Southwell did. It was 
what Dr. Daniel and Dr. 
Simmonds did.” 

PM Harris with only living National Hero Sir Kennedy Simmonds and Lady Simmonds
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Case Nu mber : SKB H P B 2021/ 006 0

IN THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE Su bmitted D ate: 06 / 09 / 2021 11: 08

FEDERATION OF SAINT CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 
Fil ed D ate: 06 / 09 / 2021 11: 08  

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CIRCUIT A.D. 2021 Fees P aid: 5 2.00
(PROBATE) 

IN THE MATTER of the Estate of GAVIN ST 
JOHN WARREN COCHRANE, late of 29 Half 
Moon Heights, Frigate Bay, St. Kitts deceased 

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF PROBATE

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by John Robert Noble 
Cochrane, (“the “Applicant”) of 21 Balsdean Road, Brighton, East Sussex BN2 
6PG United Kingdom for a Grant of Probate of the Will of the above named 
deceased who died on the 20th day of October, 2020 without revoking a will 
bearing the date of 27th day of September 2019 wherein the Applicant is 
named sole executor.  

Any person having an objection to the Grant of Probate to the Applicant 
shall file an objection within 14 days of the publication of this Notice. 

Dated this 6th day of  September 2021 

                                                     Rayana Dowden 
WEBSTER LP Solicitors for the Applicant 

FILED by WEBSTER LP, Solicitors for and on behalf of the Applicant whose address for service is at 
Suite 4B, The Henville Building, Main Street, Charlestown, Nevis. Telephone: 1 869 469 4000; Fax:   1-869 469 
4001. Email: rdowden@websterlawbwi.com. 
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Bravo! Patriots deliver maiden CPL title
By Loshaun Dixon 

It needed the fi nal ball 
of the tournament, but 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
Patriots are 2021 CPL 
Champions after heroics 
from Dominic Drakes 
in the fi nal.

The Dwayne Bravo-led 
Patriots secured their 
maiden CPL title, turn-
ing around their for-
tunes from a last-place 
fi nish in 2020.

After winning the 
toss and batting, the 

St. Lucia Kings were 
powered to 159 for 7, 
thanks to 43 apiece 
from Roston Chase and 
Rakeem Cornwall, and 
39 from 21 balls by 
Keemo Paul.

In their turn at the 
crease, the Patriots 
turned to Chris Gayle 
and Evin Lewis at the 
top of the innings. Gayle 
was quickly removed, 
bowled by Chase in the 
fi rst over. 

Joshua Da Silva gave 
the innings much-need-
ed impetus, getting 37 

with shots all around the 
ground. Lewis then fell 
for 6 to a brilliant catch 
by Chase 

Sherfane Rutherford 
and Da Silva mended 
the innings putting on 
46 for the third wicket, 
but both fell in quick 
succession, and were 
followed by Captain 
Bravo for 8, as the 
Patriots looked in big 
trouble.

However, a match-
saving partnership 
between Fabian Allen 
and Dominic Drakes 

led the fi ghtback for the 
Patriots. Allen hit 20 
from 18 as the duo took 
the Patriots from 95 for 
5 to 139, before Allen 
fell. The pair had added 
44 from 27 balls.

Drakes struck crucial 
sixes of David Wiese 
and Wahab Riaz in the 
16th and 17th over re-
spectively to keep the 
Patriots within striking 
distance.

In the penultimate over, 
Drakes cracked Riaz 
for another six after 
Allen departed. Sheldon 
Cottrell, who replaced 
Allen, cracked the 
fourth ball of the same 
over for four, before 
he was controversially 
run out the following 
delivery - running into 
the bowler (Riaz) while 
turning for a second run.

Needing 9 from the fi -
nal over, Drakes and 

Naseem Shah brought 
it down to fi ve required 
from two balls. Drakes 
then cracked Kesrick 
Williams over cover for 
a one bounce four, and 
with one to get  from 
the fi nal delivery, Shah 
managed to squeeze it 
to fi ne leg and success-
fully sprint to the danger 
end to give the Patriots 
their maiden CPL title 
by three wickets.

Drakes was named 
‘Hero of the Match’ for 
his match-winning 48 
from 24 deliveries.

An emotional Drakes at 
the end said that he just 
tried to keep his nerves. 

“I guess things worked 
in my favour...Have 
faith in yourself and 
your team. I’m just 
happy to win in St Kitts. 
We had a chance in the 
semi-fi nal in my fi rst 
year, I’m happy to do it 

now.”

Bravo hailed the 12th 
man - the fans at Warner 
Park, who turned out at 
10:00 am and remained 
boisterous throughout.

“To my entire team and 
owners, and most of all 
the fans of St Kitts - they 
were our 12th man. This 
is for them. Belief… we 
gave the people oppor-
tunities, and we backed 
each other. In the fi rst 
session I had with 
Drakes, I told him he’s 
not an emerging player, 
you’re my main player. 
All the guys who came 
in, whether they played 
or not, the energy was 
there. I challenged 
myself to come here 
and see if I could do 
anything. It was a new 
franchise, out of my 
comfort zone, coming 
here not knowing what 
to expect - I think this is 
in the top three for me.”

Dominic Drakes during the winning moment of the fi nal
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The Board of Governors of the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College invites applications from 
suitably qualified persons to fill the following full-time position with effect from OCTOBER 1, 2021:

WORKSHOP/MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN–AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION
  

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
Applicants must possess:

¥ Associate Degree in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration with 2 years industry experience    OR
¥ Diploma in Air Conditioning and Refrigeration with 5 years industry experience.

  

PURPOSE: To support faculty in the air conditioning and refrigeration workshop and provide 
maintenance services to the air condition units and other cooling appliances of the College.

MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES
1. Prepare and set up the materials and cooling appliances for the workshop practical sessions.
2. Assist with monitoring and guiding students during the workshop practical sessions.
3. Safeguard equipment and tools and place in storage after practical sessions. 
4. Prepare and keep inventories of equipment, tools and materials and make recommendations for 

ordering.
5. Clean, maintain and service equipment, tools and machines.
6. Install refrigeration or air conditioning components such as motors, controls, gauges, valves, 

circulating pumps, condensers, humidifiers, evaporators and compressors.
7. Measure and cut piping, and connect piping using welding and brazing equipment.
8. Prepare weekly activity schedules of work and submit to the Dean of TVEMS and 

Maintenance Officer. 
9.  Assist with maintaining Occupational Health and Safety Standards in the workshop.
10. Complete the frequent maintenance of College air condition units and other cooling appliances

in consultation with the Maintenance Officer. 
11. Any other related duties assigned by the Dean of TVEMS or the Maintenance Officer.

Applications from Qualified Applicants should include:
¥ Letter of Application
¥ Curriculum Vitae
¥ Police Record
¥ Official academic certificates, transcripts and other relevant documents (certified copies)
¥ Two references with telephone and e-mail addresses

                                                                                                                                    

Salary:
Salary will be commensurate with qualifications and experience and in accordance with the current salary 
structure at the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College. 

All application documents should be scanned and submitted as one email file to: 
  

boardofgovernors@cfbc.edu.kn 
and     addressed to
The Chair of the Board of Governors
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College,
P.O. Box 268, Burdon Street, Basseterre, St. Kitts

The deadline for receipt of applications is SEPTEMBER 17, 2021. Late applications will not be 
acknowledged.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 17th, 2021 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 18 AD V ER TI SEM ENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 17th, 2021LOCAL NEWS P ag e: 19AD V ER TI SEM ENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday September 17th, 2021 LOCAL NEWSP ag e: 20 AD V ER TI SEM ENT

Top Haiti Security Chief Arrested, Murder Warrant Issued for Former Jurist- in Moise Killing
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Second Stimulus 
Payments To Be 
Made Ahead Of 
Independence

Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister

The Ministry of 
Finance, under the 
leadership of Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Finance Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, is ensuring that 
persons qualified for 
financial support un-
der the Government’s 
second stimulus 
package will receive 
their second round 
of payments ahead 
of the Federation’s 
38th Anniversary of 
Independence.

In July of this year, 
the Government in-
troduced three new 
initiatives, namely: 
the Income Support 
Programme, Fuel 
Subsidy Programme 
for passenger bus own-
ers and its Disability 
Support Programme 
for households with 
children living with 
Disabilities – as part 
of its commitment to 

ensuring that citizens 
and residents can enjoy 
the best quality of life 
possible during these 
difficult times.

Information provided 
by the Ministry of 
Finance this week in-
dicates that a second 
tranche of payment of 
$1000 will be made to 
over 2,416 approved 
applicants for assis-
tance under the Income 
Support Programme.

The information re-
ceived from the minis-
try states that, “A total 
of 2,560 applications 
have been approved of 
which instructions were 
sent to the Treasury to 
pay 2,416 applicants.”

Arrangements have 
also been made to pro-
cess a second round of 
payments to 2,419 ap-
plicants by the end of 
day today (Wednesday, 
September 15).

Under the Fuel Subsidy 
Programme, a total of 

102 applications were 
approved for assis-
tance to passenger bus 
operators, and instruc-
tions were sent to the 
Treasury on Tuesday, 
September 14 for a sec-
ond round of payments 
to be made to the 102 
successful applicants. 
The total payout to date 
under the Fuel Subsidy 
Programme currently 
stands at $81,600.

Additionally, the 
Ministry of Finance has 
authorized payments to 
be made to 142 house-
holds with children liv-
ing with disabilities, as 
part of the Disability 
Support Programme. A 
total of $142,500 have 
been paid out to date 
under this initiative.

Prime Minister Harris 
commented that, 
“During these most 
challenging economic 
times, my Government 
is committed to ensur-
ing that no one is being 
left behind.”
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