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Business 
community 

members in Nevis 
hail the Nevis 
Cooperative 
Credit Union

(MMS-SKN)

The Nevis Cooperative Credit 
Union (NCCU) Limited which is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary this 
year, on Tuesday August 30 con-
tinued with its year-long monthly 
presentation of care packages to 
some of it members with presenta-
tions to four longstanding business 
partners as part of its year-long 
50th anniversary celebrations.  

“I am here today from the Nevis 
Cooperative Credit Union be-
cause we are celebrating our 50th 
anniversary this year, and as part 
of our celebration we are giving 
back to some of our members, 
and this month we have cho-
sen our business partners,” said 
General Manager’s Executive 
Officer, and coordinator of the 
50th Anniversary Care Packages 
Committee, Ms Patulia Huggins, 
as she made the presentation 
to Mr Meredith Hendrickson 
of Hendrickson’s Construction 
Services of Webb’s Ground in 
Gingerland.

The Nevis Co-operative Credit 

Union (NCCU) Limited, which 
is the oldest credit union in 
the Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis having been registered 
on July 25, 1972, is celebrating 
under the theme ‘Consistency, 
Financial Security & Serving 
the Community - 50 years of 
Development and Prosperity’.

The other business partners of 
the Credit Union who were hon-
oured on Tuesday were Mr R. 
Stedroy Pemberton of Tip Top 
Construction of Hanley’s Road, 
Gingerland, Ms Jean Kelly of 
Octagon Bar, Samuel Hunkins 
Drive, Charlestown, and Mr 
Malvern Jeffers of Just Relax 
Charters of St. Thomas Parish.

First presentation was made to 
Mr R. Stedroy Pemberton by 
50th Anniversary Care Packages 
Committee member, Credit 
Service Clerk, Ms Jahniel Nisbett, 
at the offices of the Credit Union, 
the Ingle Blackett Building at 
the corner of Chapel Street and 
Featherbed Alley in Charlestown. 
Apart from the usual care package 
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THE 
STRUGGLE 

IS REAL
It has become all too clear that the Nevis Island Administration will have to 
significantly alter its tactics if Nevisians are to withstand the overwhelming ef-
fects of the electricity rate - it has tripled, and the solutions being offered by the 
authorities are obviously not going to alleviate the pressure in the short term.

We have said before, and repeat, that the people are expecting much more. The 
existing methods have not borne fruit. A new approach is necessary. 

Credit must be given to Premier Mark Brantley for allaying the discomfort. 
He is good with words, and Nevisians are keen listeners. He points out that 
the price paid by NEVLEC for fuel is the main driver of the surcharge since 
early last year, and was exacerbated considerably since the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. 

We understand that there are extenuating circumstances when the bigger pic-
ture is considered, but the situation with electricity in Nevis must no longer be 
allowed to fester. 

Mr. Brantley says it has been a matter of great thought and discussion in the 
Cabinet, and the NIA recognises that “despite our effort to cap the fuel sur-
charge, our people are still struggling”. 

Yes, we need to find a way to solve this with alacrity; the struggle is real. 
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Cabinet signals looming 
greenlight for marijuana

By Loshaun Dixon

The Cabinet in St Kitts 
and Nevis is set to make 
a new push to develop a 
marijuana industry here, 
and expunge the records 
of those who previously 
faced criminal penalties.

On Monday, the Cabinet 
decided to take steps 
with respect to mari-
juana that would see 
the industry grow in 
the Federation, build-
ing on the foundation 
laid by the previous 
administration.

In a post-cabinet brief-
ing, it was revealed that 
they would review the 
laws decriminalizing 
possession and cultiva-
tion of certain quanti-
ties of marijuana in the 
Federation.

They said they would 
also look to initiate 
the long-anticipated 
Medical Marijuana 
Industry to create entre-
preneurs and economic 
activity, and to diversify 
the Federation’s tourism 
product as well as table 
legislation to permit 
the Court to expunge 
the criminal records of 
persons convicted in the 
past of minor marijua-
na-related offences.

The government will 
also look to instruct the 
Royal Saint Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
to respect the current 
cannabis-related laws 
and the constitutional 
rights declared in the 

May 2019 decision of 
the High Court in Ras 
Sankofa Maccabee v the 
Commissioner of Police 
and the Attorney-General.

The ruling in the case 
involving Ras Sankofa 
Maccabee in 2019 made 
it legal for adults in the 
Rastafari religion to use 
marijuana for religious 
purposes, and gave the 
government officials 90 
days to “remedy [these] 
constitutional defects”.

Justice Eddy Ventose, 
then High Court judge 
on the Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court based in 
St Kitts, ruled that parts 
of the Drugs Act of 1986 
regarding marijuana 

possession and cultiva-
tion, infringed on citizens’ 
constitutional rights to 
freedom of religion and 
privacy. 

Under the nation’s laws, 
cannabis is an illegal 
Schedule II substance.

“The decision that the 
court makes today is not 
to be taken as undermin-
ing the State’s legitimate 
interest in the war on ille-
gal and dangerous drugs. 
The constitutional issues, 
in this case, are narrow 
ones, and focus only on 
the use, possession and 
cultivation of cannabis 
by adults for use in the 
Rastafari religion and also 
the use, possession and 

cultivation of cannabis by 
adults in private for per-
sonal consumption. They 
do not touch or concern 
the issue of trafficking in 
cannabis, illegal drugs or 
other illegal activities.”

Maccabee, a Rastafarian 
who has been practis-
ing his religion for more 
than 23 years, argued 
that his right to “freedom 
of conscience, including 
freedom of thought and 
of religion” had been ob-
structed by the country’s 
anti-marijuana laws.

“The Claimant states 
that he uses cannabis 
each day when he gives 
‘praises’ to the ‘creator’ 
and that cannabis is a 

natural God-given plant 
and is used to nourish 
the spiritual values of 
Rastafarians.” He also 
argued that “the use of 
cannabis is integral to his 
religious experience”.

In July of 2019, the 
National Assembly voted 
to decriminalize the use 
of small amounts of can-
nabis for private and reli-
gious use in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, replacing some 
criminal penalties with 
fines and community 
service.

The new law passed by 
the National Assembly on 
July 31, changed the pen-
alties for possession of up 
to 15 grams of cannabis, 

and the use of cannabis 
in private residences and 
in houses of worship for 
the Rastafarian com-
munity. It also allows 
for persons to apply to 
the Drugs Council for 
permission to cultivate 
cannabis for these uses.

Penalties for small 
amounts of marijuana of 
less than 15 grams have 
been reduced. Instead 
of a criminal charge, a 
person now receives a 
ticket with a $50 fine. 
If the fine is not paid, 
then community service 
will be required. If the 
community service is 
not done, then a “small-
term of imprisonment” 
will be imposed.

The Cabinet in St Kitts and Nevis is set to make a new push to develop a marijuana industry here, and expunge the records of those who previously 
faced criminal penalties
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SKN Patriots make history!

By Loshaun Dixon 

A three-wicket win by St 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots in 
the finals of the SKYEXCH 
6IXTY saw them winning the 
inaugural men’s trophy, while 
the Barbados Royals won the 
women’s competition in ex-
citing action at Warner Park 
on Sunday.

The victory saw Chris Gayle 
lift the trophy named in his 
honour after he hit the win-
ning runs in the final over 
to secure victory for the 
Patriots.

Earlier in the competition, 
the Patriots finished the 
league phase with one win 
and two points, but quali-
fied for the semifinals due 
to hitting more sixes than 
the St Lucia Kings.

In the Semi-Finals, they 
drew the table-topping 
Jamaica Tallawahs who bat-
ted first and scored 122-4 
from their 60 deliveries. 
It was a rough start for the 
Tallawahs, who lost three 

wickets early on. Former 
Patriot Fabian Allen, how-
ever, saved the innings, 
smashing a tournament-high 
82 off 33 balls to give his 
side a competitive total to 
defend.

In response, 60 from 30 de-
liveries by Andre Fletcher 
and 21 from 8 by the stand-
in captain, Evin Lewis, 
powered the Patriots to a 
comfortable victory.

In the other semi-final, the 
Trinbago Knightriders put 
on a top bowling perfor-
mance led by Sunil Narine 
to overcome the Barbados 
Royals, and set up a show-
down with the home side on 
Sunday evening

In the Final, a steady bowl-
ing effort from the Patriots’ 
Dominic Drakes with two 
wickets and a wicket each 
from Duan Jansen, Jeremiah 
Louis and Akila Dananjaya, 
helped the Patriots to bowl 
out the Knightriders inside 
the sixty deliveries for 84.

Lewis’ 32 off 16 balls, 

Fletcher’s unbeaten 27 off 
23 and Chris Gayle’s 15 
from 16 were enough to 
guide the Patriots home 
in front of a decent-sized 
crowd.

With seven needed off the fi-
nal over, Gayle and Fletcher 
rotated strike until, with 
four required, it was the 
man after whom the trophy 
was named to face. In his 
usual style, he swung hard 
and found the boundary on 
the onside. As the ball raced 
away for four, the Patriots 
were already celebrating, 
and Gayle’s wry smile was 
just an indication of what it 
meant to win the inaugural 
title and lift a trophy named 
after him.

In the women’s competi-
tion, Shakera Selman pro-
duced a magical spell to 
stun the Trinbago Knight 
Riders women and help her 
team become the first to lift 
the women’s Universe Boss 
SKYEXCH 6IXTY trophy. 

With the Knight Riders al-
ready on the ropes, Selman 

claimed three wickets in 
the penultimate over to 
clean up the Knight Riders’ 
batters and ensure a 15-run 
victory.

Batting first, Royals’ 
openers, captain Hayley 
Matthews and Aaliyah 
Alleyne, set the founda-
tion before Matthews fell 
for 15. Their troubles con-
tinued when the in-form 
Chloe Tryon was stumped 
without adding to the score, 
and Alleyne departed not 
long after, thanks to the 
bowling brilliance of Anisa 
Mohammed in the middle 
overs.

Chinelle Henry put up re-
sistance with her 15 and 
the batting side reached 64 
before Cooper was stumped 
for 6 and the Royals were 
all out 65 off 56 balls. 

It had been an all-around 
effort in the field by the 
Knight Riders, and with the 
Deandra Dottin opening the 
batting and in fine form, 
they looked confident as 
they came out to chase the 

runs in pursuit of the title.

When Lee-Ann Kirby fell 
in the first over, it was 
clear the chase would not 
be easy. Then in a shock 
twist, Dottin chopped onto 
her stumps in the same 
over, and suddenly the 
Knight Riders were 13/2 at 
the end of the second. The 
Royals continued to keep a 
lid on the run chase and re-
mained disciplined in their 
bowling.

Some sharp fielding efforts 
from Matthews also cre-
ated more problems for the 
Trinbago side.

The game was in the bal-
ance with the batting side 
needing 19 from 12, and it 
looked like a nail-biter was 
brewing. However, it was 
then that Selman produced 
her incredible over, claim-
ing Hayley Jensen, caught 
by Matthews for 7, before 
Sune Luus was caught at 
mid-off by Henry for 17, 
and Kycia Knight was 
caught by Joseph for 2 to 
seal the victory.

Minister Samal Duggins joins in raising the trophy, as St Kitts and Nevis Patriots’ celebrate their SKYEXCH 6IXTY victory at Warner Park
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Preparations 
For Sugar 
Mas 51 On 
The Way

Sugar Mas 51 is three 
(3) months away, and 
the St Kitts Nevis 
National Carnival 
Committee (SKNNCC) 
under the leadership of 
Chairperson Shannon 
Hawley, is busy mak-
ing final preparations. 
The event is slated to 
go back to its original 
full format including 
Jouvert and the street 
parades. After the 
scaled back versions 
in 2020 and 2021, a re-
newed sense of excite-
ment is now in the air.

The slogan competition 
which is now closed, at-
tracted over 200 entries 
and an announcement 
of the winner is ex-
pected on Wednesday, 
August 31. Registration 
is already open for all 
competitions sched-
uled for Sugar Mas 51. 
These include National 

Calypso Monarch, 
National Carnival 
Queen, Soca Monarch, 
J’Ouvert, Road March, 
Grand Parade, and 
Panorama. Fringe 
Event Organizers, 
Vendors and Service 
Providers are also en-
couraged to indicate 
their participation by 
completing the regis-
tration documents by 
Friday September 9. 
Forms are available at 
skncarnival.com or at 
the SKNNCC office lo-
cated in the EC Daniel 
building on Cayon 
Street. 

Chairperson Shannon 
Hawley recently met 
with the new Minister 
responsible for 
Carnival, Hon. Samal 
Duggins, and indicated 
that an organizing com-
mittee will be named 
shortly. Ms. Hawley 

has expressed confi-
dence in the ability of 
the committee to stage 
a successful event free 
of Covid-19 restric-
tions. She also pointed 
out that the return of 
all major street activi-
ties has been lauded by 
revelers, vendors, and 
stakeholders. 

As the SKNNCC 
moves forward with its 
preparation, an inclu-
sive approach to plan-
ning is being pursued 
to fashion the best 
celebration of Sugar 
Mas 51. With that 
in mind, all  groups 
involved in carnival 
will be given an op-
portunity  to dialogue 
and share their ideas, 
towards the hosting 
of a safe and suc-
cessful celebration of 
FIFTY ONE YEARS 
of Sugar Mas.
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Vacancy
I am looking for tattoo artist with 

atleast 7 years’ experience
must have good costumer service, a team 

player and get along well with others.
location : wellington road baker’s corner

Contact number : 765-4333

Land for Sale
Hamilton Estate, 14749.9343sqft

Cost $88494.00
Contact# 660-9949

For Sale: 
9705 sf lot with partial building 

in St. Thomas Parish
Asking Price: $75,000 USD

nevishouses@gmail.com
869.663.8910

PROPERTY FOR SALE
in

Rawlins, Nevis
14,858 sq ft with
dwelling house
US$ 345,000.00

www.stkittsnevisrealty.com
Tel: 469 3000

Vacancy
ODIEL'S UNIQUE BEAUTY, FASHION 
& MORE is currently seeking a SALES 
PERSONEL. The person must be able to 

drive and have a valid driver's license. Please 
get in touch with the Manager via email @

odiels22unique.beauty@gmail.com

Property for Sale
in Jones Estate, Nevis

1.6 acres with dwelling house
$3.85m USD

www.nevishouses.com

Vacancy

Richard Narine- looking for a joiner 

Contact:6641066

Vacancy
VJ Roti shop -looking for a chef

Contact: 6647500

Vacancy
 Singh Trucking Service-looking for mechanic 

Contact: 663 1307

Vacancy
Dexter Walter- looking for carpenter

Contact:6638785

Vacancy
Jamaican Bakery

Needs Pastry Chef
Contact:660- 6196

Vacancy
Juicy Boutique
Store Manager

Contact: 665-2296

Vacancy
SHALMA’S FASHION

Needs One Taylor
Contact#663-3811

Vacancy
Indian Tandoor (clay pot) chef

Apply to Heavenly Home cooking 
#35 Trinidad Ave Douglas Estate

EmailKhatri65@hotmail.com

Vacancy
Alex Barber Shop
Needed a Barber

Contact: 763-8592

Vacancy
Looking for a sales associate and a su-

pervisor for Smart Electronics, located at 
port Zante,  with 6-7 years of experience 

in electronics, appliances and sales.
Intrested person can contact :

Sunny- 7606710 or
PO Box 28

Vacancy
David H. Pryce (looking for 

a construction worker
Contact: 6651832

Vacancy
Catch It Restaurant

Needs a Chef specialize in 
Chinese, Japanese and Thai

Contact#661-9328

Vacancy
BLACK PEARL SECURITY INC. is cur-
rently seeking FULL-TIME SECURITY 
OFFICERS to join their team.  Security 

experience would be an asset but not 
necessary. Kindly contact our Office at 
869 661 2503 for further information.

Vacancy
Parry's Woodwork
Carpenter Needed

663-2259/469-2368

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
T Sutton Construction

Skills Mission 
660-0708

Vacancy
Caribbean Jewels 

Three Positions for Sales Manager 
inSouviner &Jewelry 

EXP 3 years
call 6688040

Vacancy
Restaurant : Pangea by ktcs ltd.
Position : 2 Indian cuisine chef

Position : 1 Mixologist 
Experience : 4-5yrs

Job responsibilities : Follow and main-
tain food safety and measures.

Contact : 766-7777, mk@ktcsvdm.com

House For Rent
2 Bedroom , 1 Bathroom Semi Furnish

Located in Hamilton
Contact#664-3077

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

Vacancy
David Lee Super Market in New 
Road is seeking a Housekeeper 

Contact: 6657268

Vacancy
Rainbows Beauty Salon

Needs Hair Stylist
Contact:663 2486

Vacancy for warehouse supervisor
Apply to: I LOVE ST KITTS

BUILDING 35 STORE 101 Port Zante
Email:skbinfo@yahoo.com
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New 
Cabinet 
Minister 
sworn in 

A new minister of government was sworn into the 
federal cabinet this week.

Senator Isalean Phillip was officially sworn 
in as Junior Minister in the Ministry of Youth 
Empowerment, Social Development, Gender 
Affairs, Aging and Disabilities on Monday at 
Government House.

Phillip was administered the Oath of Office, the 
Oath of Allegiance and the Oath of Secrecy by 
His Lordship Patrick Thompson in front of the 
Governor-General, His Excellency Sir S. W. Tapley 
Seaton, as well as several Cabinet Ministers includ-
ing Prime Minister Dr. Terrance Drew; Deputy 
Prime Minister, Dr. the Honourable Geoffrey 
Hanley; Dr. Denzil Douglas; Konris Maynard; 
Attorney-General Garth Wilkin; Cabinet Secretary 
Dr. Marcus Natta, and specially invited guests.

She was initially sworn in as a Senator earlier this 
month, but was not given any ministerial portfolios

Speaking after the appointment Senator Phillip said 
it was an honour to accept the role. 

“I would like to thank everyone for the overwhelm-
ing support and encouragement since the announce-
ment of my appointment as Senator. It is really an 
honour for me to assume this role as Junior Minister 
with responsibilities for Youth Empowerment and 
Social Development, Gender Affairs, Aging and 
Disabilities.

“I don’t take this appointment lightly and aspire to 
do my best in bringing a youthful, gendered per-
spective to Cabinet decision-making, and advanc-
ing the work and effectiveness of the ministries and 
departments I work with.” 

In 2013, she was named OAS Scholar and received 
a scholarship to complete undergraduate studies. In 
2016, she graduated summa cum laude from Saint 
Mary’s University with a B.A. Honours Degree in 
Political Science and International Development 
Studies with a minor in French.

Subsequently, Phillip enrolled in a Master of Arts 
programme and completed vigorous research in 
Women & Gender Studies and Policy Development 
and Implementation. Her thesis research on the 
effectiveness of employment equity policies in 
Canadian Universities, was published and awarded 
the 2018-19 Governor General’s Gold Medal for 
Academic Research Excellence in Canada.

According to a government statement, she will 
serve as the Junior Minister in the ministries under 
the Deputy Prime Minister, Dr Geoffrey Hanley. 

Senator Isalean Phillip was officially sworn in as a Junior Minister on Monday
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Solutions being aired for 
NEVLEC surcharge burden

By Loshaun Dixon 

With many Nevisians 
voicing their frustration 
over their high electric-
ity bills due to the fuel 
surcharge that is at-
tached to their NEVLEC 
bills, two leading politi-
cians - Premier Mark 
Brantley and Leader 
of the NRP Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge - have of-
fered what they believe 
are solutions to bring a 
measure of relief.

Speaking at his month-
ly press conference, 
Premier Brantley said 
that over the past year 
there had been a debate 
about the fuel surcharge. 

He explained that the 
surcharge was to al-
low NEVLEC to re-
cover the cost of fuel, 
in order to pay for fuel 

in the production of 
electricity.

“The price paid by 
NEVLEC for fuel is 
the main driver of the 
fuel surcharge since 
early 2021, and was 
exacerbated consider-
ably since the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. It 
has disrupted supplies 
generally, as well as 
the fl ow of oil. On the 
world market we have 
seen some dramatic 
increases in the cost of 
fuel.”

Brantley said in June of 
2021 the average price 
per Imperial Gallon of 
diesel to NEVLEC was 
$6.87 and by July 2022 
it was $14.86.

“In one year the price 
has moved from $6.87 
per gallon to $14.86, 
which is well over 

100% in terms of an 
increase of diesel. We 
have no control over 
the price of oil; we are 
buff eted back and forth, 
depending on whether it 
goes up or down.”

Brantley off ered what 
he opines is a solution 
to the matter.

He said it has been a 
matter of great thought 
and discussion in the 
Cabinet, and they came 
up in June with a plan, 
which was to make 
$1.75M available to 
NEVLEC from the 
NIA, and $1.25M was 
intended to be a direct 
subsidy 

“The way NEVLEC 
decided to deal with 
it was to cap the fuel 
surcharge; that is, they 
will not go beyond the 
65 cents. The actual fuel 

surcharge has risen to a 
high of 80 cents during 
that period.

“We recognise despite 
our eff ort to cap the fuel 
surcharge, our people 
are still struggling. It is 
a genuine concern all of 
us have.”

Brantley said that 
NEVLEC itself has 
been making eff orts to 
minimise the impact in 
fuel prices.

“Put simply, NEVLEC 
has been absorbing 
some of that increase. 
Since June of 2021 
NEVLEC has been 
subsidising customers 
to the tune of approxi-
mately $4M.”

Brantley added that 
when the NIA intro-
duced the $1.25M per 
month, they were able 
to cap the surcharge at 
65 cents, and even then 
it was causing hardship 
to the people

“We are still looking 
at it. We have been en-
gaged in discussions 
with NEVLEC, our 
technical team, and with 
fi nance, to see what 
could be done.”

He said if prices remain 
the same, the cost of fuel 
for the next 12 months 
would be approximately 
$45.85M. 

“It means NEVLEC has 
to fi nd that amount to 
keep the lights on. There 
are some good signs that 
the fuel prices might be a 
bit lower than they were 
in July, but once the war 
continues in Ukraine, we 
are not sure.”

He added that the total 
cost for removing the 
surcharge for the next 
year would be $30M. 

“If we are to remove 
the fuel surcharge for 
the next year, that is 
the cost we would an-
ticipate having to pay, 
therefore that is the 

money the government 
would have to fi nd over 
the next year to remove 
the surcharge entirely.”

Brantley said his gov-
ernment were taking 
steps to minimise the 
impact by removing the 
charge from households.

 “We propose to main-
tain the cap at 65 cents 
for our commercial 
users. Domestic users 
were also paying 65 
cents. What we are go-
ing to do now is to reset. 
We have come up with 
a plan to eliminate the 
fuel surcharge for do-
mestic users.

“We propose ultimately 
to eliminate the fuel 
surcharge for everyone. 
In this fi rst step, we will 
eliminate residential 
customers only.”

He added that the NIA 
will provide an ad-
ditional $500,000 per 
month to NEVLEC that 
will take their payment 
to $1.75M per month

“The people of 
NEVLEC are saying 
if we can give them 
$1.75M per month and 
the actual surcharge 
remains 77 cents per 
kilowatt hour, they can 

reduce the surcharge for 
residential customers to 
zero.”

Brantley also encour-
aged Nevisians to “Pay 
your bills” to keep 
NEVLEC fi nancially 
sustainable.

“We need now to collect 
whatever we need to 
collect to off set the cost 
of generating electricity 
for our people. The ulti-
mate goal is to eliminate 
the charge entirely.” 

Commenting briefl y 
on the matter, Leader 
of the NRP Dr Janice 
Daniel-Hodge said that 
she would remove the 
charge entirely on her 
fi rst day in offi  ce, and 
institute measures to 
remedy the situation 
permanently.

“My people, an election 
is right around the cor-
ner, and you have my 
word on this day (August 
27), that on my fi rst day 
of offi  ce, I will exercise 
the powers vested in me 
to remove the surcharge 
paid by our people for 
six consecutive months; 
and during this period, 
we will take the neces-
sary measures to remedy 
the surcharge problem 
once and for all.”

Premier of Nevis, Mark Brantley
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presented to the members, they also received a certificate of appreciation.

“I have been in the business for approximately forty years or so, and my 
relationship with the Nevis Cooperative Credit Union Limited is since I 
joined 36 years ago, and I am still a member,” said Mr Pemberton. “I have 
a business account, and the credit union is an excellent partner in my busi-
ness. The credit union stands with the ordinary persons to make sure that 
they have a foothold in what they are doing.”

Members of the 50th Anniversary Care Packages Committee moved to 
the Samuel Hunkins Drive where Communication Technology Officer, Mr 
Kenroy Warner, made the presentation to their business partner and propri-
etor of the popular Octagon Bar, Ms Jean Kelly, who has been in business 
for 30 years and a member of the Credit Union for over 20 years.

“I love the Credit Union because of their discipline plus they always have 
their members’ back,” commented Ms Kelly. “If I have a situation I would 
call them and they would work with me during my business schedule. I do 
appreciate the Credit Union for whenever I need assistance, it doesn’t re-
ally matter what time, they really do assist me - Credit Union all the way.”

In Webb’s Ground, Gingerland, Mr Meredith Hendrickson of Hendrickson’s 
Construction Services thanked the Nevis Cooperative Credit Union 
Limited, for the many years of service that it has given to him and his busi-
ness of 55 years, and also for being nominated as one of the members who 
received the care packages in the month of August as part of the Credit 
Union’s 50th anniversary celebrations.

“I remember very early in the 80s, it was the lady Mrs Hanley who came 
by a lady up at Morning Star, where we were building a house and she 
came around looking for people to join the Credit Union,” remembered Mr 
Hendrickson as he received his certificate and care package from General 
Manager’s Executive Officer, Ms Patulia Huggins. “They have been sup-
porting me, including offering loans to build my house and to buy a piece 
of land in the Charlestown area.”

The final presentation was done at the office by the other coordinator of 
the 50th Anniversary Care Packages Committee, Administrative Assistant 
in the Administration and Human Resource Department, Ms Tamara 
Johnson, to businessman Mr Malvern Jeffers of Just Relax Charters, St. 
Thomas Parish.

“I want to applaud the Nevis Cooperative Credit Union Limited for the 
milestone they have reached in these 50 years,” said an emotional Mr Jeffers 
who had to be supported by the two coordinators of the 50th Anniversary 
Care Packages Committee, Ms Tamara Johnson, and Ms Patulia Huggins.

“They have been loyal to me, working with me in difficult times and re-
cently I was here, after going to different banks to ask for assistance but 
not knowing that Credit Union was the one that will continue to work with 
me and they did and I am happy,” said Mr Jeffers. “My business is Just 
Relax Charters, which does boating, taking guests out fishing and so forth. 
It has been a very wonderful time working with the Credit Union and for 
helping me to get the loan for purchasing that boat and up to and until now 
I am still running that business.”

Business 
community 

members in Nevis 
hail the Nevis 

Cooperative Credit 
Union CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 2
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Dr Hanley: Education will lead the way
By Loshaun Dixon 

New Minister of 
Education Dr Geoffrey 
Hanley has outlined 
plans for the sector, that 
would see education 
be available and safe 
for all, as a new school 
year begins, noting the 
Ministry would be a 
leading example for 
others.

Speaking at the at the 
opening ceremony of 
the Annual Summer 
Workshop for teachers 
held at the Rivers of 
Living Waters Christian 
Centre on Monday 
last, Hanley, who is an 
educator by profession, 
told those gathered that 
under his leadership 
“teachers will get a new 
deal” .

He said with the appoint-
ment of a new Minister, 
Senator Isalean Phillip, 
it would mean he would 
be able to dedicate more 
time to education

He noted the importance 
of educators, whom 
he said will always be 
one of the main driving 
forces behind national 
development.

“I firmly believe that 
teachers are masters of 
their craft, making them 
poised to positively in-
fluence the education 
landscape.”

Dr Hanley also identi-
fied seven priority areas 
to focus on, which in-
clude the rebuilding of 
a brand new Basseterre 
High School - which the 
Cabinet announced will 
be done on the original 
historic site on Victoria 
Road - as well as the 
complete renovation 
of the Joshua Obadiah 
Williams Primary 
School in Molineux that 
was burned down ear-
lier this year.

Other priority areas 
include the restart of 
the One-to-One Laptop 
Programme, with pre-
requisite policies that 
guide the integration of 
technology use in the 

classroom and more 
with teachers, who 
will also be provided 
with the necessary 
tools to do their work; 
Strengthening Technical 
and Vocational 
Education and Training 
(TVET) with appro-
priate certification for 
successful students, in-
creasing opportunities 

for teachers to access 
specialist training; and 
introducing electronic 
prep work templates for 
teachers and providing 
free tuition for those ac-
cepted into C. F. Bryant 
College. 

“Colleagues, educa-
tion is the core of every 
great society, and is the 

vehicle by which citi-
zens are able to elevate 
themselves. 

Therefore, it is critical 
that we as educators 
begin to reimagine edu-
cation, so that we can 
adequately prepare our 
students, to successfully 
manoeuvre the turbu-
lent waters of life.  “Our 

scope for education and 
the lens through which 
we view education must 
be wide enough to en-
compass pre-kinder-
garten to college, and 
factor in both public and 
private institutions,” 
Hanley said.

He said for the sector to 
be successful and serve 
students properly, a self-
less approach is needed.

“If we are to truly live 
by the motto of this 
great Federation, then 
‘Country Above Self’ 
in the context of edu-
cation, means that the 
environment must be 
one of inclusion and 
collaboration.”

Hanley promised 
that the Ministry of 
Education will be the 
leading ministry, guided 
by data.

“The Ministry of 
Education must be the 
bright star in the federa-
tion. As a ministry we 
must lead by example, 

and consistently nurture 
the persons in our care.”

He announced that 
working hours for 
teachers this term will 
be from 8:25 am to 3:30 
pm.

“I expect at 8:25 am 
every teacher will be in 
their respective class-
rooms ready to start 
their day. Our schools 
must be institutions 
where both teachers and 
students are nurtured 
mentally and emotion-
ally, places where we 
continue to build respect 
and understanding.”

He continued, “It is 
my dream that this net-
work can collaborate 
one where together we 
can reimagine educa-
tion, and be strategic in 
our planning to create 
viable options for our 
students.”

Schools are set to offi-
cially open on Monday, 
September 5.

Minister of Education Dr Geoffrey Hanley

The audience at the opening ceremony of the Annual Summer Workshop for teachers
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JOIN US AT THE

BIGGEST PARTY IN SPORT
IN ST KITTS AT WARNER PARK
TICKETS ON SALE AT CPLT20.COM
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WOMEN’S FINAL - 2:30PM

-

KINGS

TALLAWAHS

ROYALS

PATRIOTS

PATRIOTS

PATRIOTS

WARRIORS

ROYALS

PATRIOTSTKR

TKR

WARRIORS

KINGS

ROYALS

TKR

WARRIORS

TKR

WARRIORS
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WOMEN’S GAME
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SAT 3RD

SUN 4TH

WILL REIGNING CHAMPIONS ST KITTS & NEVIS PATRIOTS

RETAIN THEIR TITLE?
PLUS

WOMEN’S
CPL GAMES

@CPLT20 @CPLT20@CPL @CPLT20

HERO CPL PARTNERS


