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NEW LABOUR 
GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD 
HASTEN 
SLOWLY

Many are pressuring the new government to act swiftly on legislation, govern-
ment programs, as well as against government workers whom they deem don’t 
support the government.

We encourage ALL workers to perform their functions to the best of their 
abilities to help the government to succeed in its plans and programs, and at 
the same time, government must take time and not be hasty, take good kosher 
advice and preserve the gains made, as the future is charted with wisdom and 
Godly guidance.

It is imperative that the administration carries out its duties with due diligence, 
steadfast focus, and keen attention to detail, to not only avoid costly blunders, 
but operate more expeditiously in a general sense.

To whom much is given, much will be required, and those in the corridors of 
power that have received much in terms of public confi dence, will be required 
to primarily exercise good judgement and impartiality.

It will not be easy - given our history of suspicions about each other’s agenda - 
but in the existing climate, the new Labour Government should hasten slowly.

Minister of 
Environment sits 

in UN sessions 
designed to help 

St Kitts-Nevis move 
towards solutions 

for tackling 
pollution and 

single-use plastics
The Government of 
St Kitts and Nevis is 
working to fi nd solu-
tions for the rising 
challenge of plastic 
pollution.

Currently attending the 
77th United Nations 
General Assembly 
(UNGA), Minister 
of Environment and 
Climate Action, Hon 
Dr Joyelle Clarke 
participated in high-
level discussions on 
policy solutions to 
tackle plastic pollu-
tion, using a national 
to global approach.

Dr Clarke said address-
ing plastic solutions, 
and in particular, mi-
cro plastic, does not re-
quire just political-will 
but strong legislation 
supporting restricting 
of the importation of 
single-use or dispos-
able plastics, but also 
requires fi nancial as-
sistance being estab-
lished with support to 
transition from plastics 
to renewable material 
which is often an issue 
of waste management.

She said, “We will 
have to address plas-
tic pollution includ-
ing plastic that is 
coming in and plastic 
that is already in the 

environment. There is 
also a need for a cul-
ture shift where per-
sons engage more in 
sorting and recycling 
of their garbage and 
limiting their depen-
dence on plastic so that 
we can move forward 
towards the global 
trend of banning plas-
tic to stay true to our 
Prime Minister’s bid to 
become a sustainable 
island state.”

The general tone of 
the session focused on 
ways to fi nd solutions 

to totally ban the pro-
duction of single-use 
or disposable plastics. 
Such things as water 
bottles, straws and 
plastic bags that are 
used only once before 
they are discarded or 
recycled. 

The Ministers agreed 
that the amount of 
resources required 
to manufacture these 
products for exporting 
and importing, does 
not make it worth-
while, especially to the 
environment.
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Dr Drew bats for Small 
Island Developing States

By Loshaun Dixon

In his fi rst speech overseas as 
Prime Minister of St Kitts and 
Nevis, Dr Terrance Drew used 
the opportunity to highlight the 
plight of Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) relating to the ef-
fects of the climate change, and 
urged the United Nations to con-
sider this when it is time to off er 
support.

Speaking at the United Nations 
General Assembly last Friday, 
Dr Drew said the meeting should 
be for multilateral cooperation 
that would benefi t Small Island 
Developing States.

“For Small Island Developing 
States, and indeed vulnerable 
peoples everywhere, there can be 
no international security without 
climate security. This requires 
collective fi delity to multilateral 
action for our very survival.”

The Prime Minister said that he 
was ready and eager to build a 
better world through multilateral 
action, and uphold this sacred te-
net of the United Nations.

“Geopolitics and great power 

competition is exacerbating con-
fl ict and the climate catastrophe. 
We must face the hard truth that, 
only through multilateralism will 
we force the global trajectory 
toward global peace, prosperity 
and sustainability”.

Dr Drew said that every country 
on the planet has had to confront 
the reality of Climate Change. 

“As our planet heats up, so too 
have the frustrations and impa-
tience of the globe’s ordinary 
citizens, who feel they are los-
ing the fi ght to make ends meet 
and secure the future of their 
children.”

He said SIDS and other develop-
ing nations experience a reality 
plagued by this continuous exis-
tential threat. 

“With the passage of every hur-
ricane, every outbreak of war 
and every global food shortage, 
we all remain at risk of tipping 
the balance that we have striven 
to create over the years.

“It is not enough for us to just ar-
ticulate the grim reality year af-
ter year, but rather we must now 

look to act in ways that provide 
tailored responses to these vul-
nerabilities, so as to foster true 
resilience and risk mitigation”.

The Prime Minister urged coun-
tries to honour the fi nancial com-
mitments made, following the 
COP26, to double contributions 
to adaptation fi nancing by 2025.

“A delayed response to these 
commitments would further 
imperil our developing nations. 
Climate fi nancing, resiliency 
and environmental conservation 
must be integrated into national 
development policies, and must 
be at the forefront of our global 
development agenda.” 

He said tourism-dependent coun-
tries in the Caribbean Sea, during 
several consecutive months ev-
ery year, run the risk of a wipeout 
event

“Surely this warrants special 
consideration. Caribbean nations 
are on the bullet end of a climate 
fi ght that we did not cause, do not 
want, cannot aff ord, but cannot 
escape.”

Prime Minister of St Kitts and Nevis, Dr Terrance Drew, addressing the United Nations General Assembly 
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Henderson targets tourism 
“rethink” for sustainability

By Loshaun Dixon

After diffi  culties in 
the sector for the past 
two years due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic,

Minister of Tourism 
Marsha Henderson has 
called for a rethink of 
the industry, with a fo-
cus on eco-tourism and 
sustainability.

Speaking on the occa-
sion of World Tourism 

Day, Henderson said 
that while there was 
economic hardship 
caused by the virus, that 
period also provided 
opportunities and a 
newfound appreciation 
for the industry.

“We celebrate this day 
to foster awareness 
about tourism’s social, 
cultural, political and 
economic value, and 
the contribution the 
sector could make to-
wards the sustainable 

development of our 
society. This year, the 
observance of this day 
is even more meaning-
ful, as we celebrate the 
resilience of the sector 
and the perseverance of 
you the people.”

“Tourism is a major 
driver of economic 
growth while creating 
jobs and opportunities, 
with the market rev-
enue in travel and tour-
ism projected to reach 
US$716 billion this 

year.

She said that tourism 
employs one in every 
ten people globally and 
provides livelihoods to 
hundreds of millions.

“Tourism also plays a 
distinctive role in pre-
serving and promoting 
natural and cultural

heritage, which we see 
as the diff erentiating 
factor for our sister is-
lands of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.”

Henderson said they 
are aiming to capital-
ize on trends within 
the industry, through 
“a newfound focus” on 
eco-tourism and sus-
tainability across the 
Tourism Sector.

“This year’s theme 
“rethinking tourism” 
focuses on reimagining 
the growth of the sector,

both in terms of size 
and relevance, empha-
sising the rebound of 
travel across the globe 
over the past two and 
a half years, as well as 

continued plans to drive 
positive impact in the 
year ahead.”

The minister said St 
Kitts and Nevis is in a 
position to rethink its 
product and repackage 
existing off erings.

“Innovation is key, as 
we acknowledge what 
travellers are looking 
for and how our des-
tination can remain 
competitive.

“To ensure that we 
emerge as one of the 
top Caribbean destina-
tions, we must work 
collectively to seek 
this opportunity, and 
continue to position 
ourselves as a premier 
travel destination.”

She noted that the 
Federation needs to 
insert itself into cur-
rent trends, including 
eco-tourism.

“We are seeing eco-
tourism, agri-tourism 
and sustainability as 
key points of interest 
from travellers. The 
Federation has already 

been working to create 
sustainable programs 
and councils, includ-
ing The Heart of St. 
Kitts Sustainability 
Charter, The St.Kitts 
Sustainable Destination 
Council, Sustainable 
Nevis, and the St. Kitts 
Eco Park.

“Our Federation is in a 
unique position to pro-
mote this type of tour-
ism, as the islands

themselves house pro-
tected biodiversity and 
ecosystems, including 
the Central Reserve 
Rainforest in St. Kitts.”

She said both islands 
off er green and eco-
friendly options, in-
cluding Oualie Beach 
Resort in Nevis, which 
has received green 
globe certifi cation, as 
well as Belmont Farm 
and Sunset Reef in St 
Kitts.

“This is just the start 
of this sustainabil-
ity, and eco-tourism 
will set St Kitts and 
Nevis apart from other 
destinations.”

Minister of Tourism Marsha Henderson
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EM PLOYM ENT OPPORTUNI TY 
with 

 
The Eastern Carib b ean Civil Aviation Authority (ECCAA) 

- the regulatory and safety oversight authority of Civil Aviation activities 
in the OECS and Associate Member States. 

 
The ECCAA is inviting ap p lications from suitably qualified p rofessionals 
to fill the p ositions of: 
 

• Flight Operations Inspector – Rotorcraft  
• Receptionist 

 
 
For more information on the emp loyment op p ortunities and details for 
submission of ap p lications, p lease visit the following websites www.eccaa.aero 
or www.oecs.int.       
 
The deadline date for receip t of ap p lications is 30th Sep temb er 2 02 2 .  
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St. Kitts Featured In 
A New Sustainable 

Travel Documentary 
Series Released On 
World Tourism Day

St. Kitts is featured in 
Sustainable Travel: 
Where Next?, an all-
new documentary 
series released today 
by Sustainable Travel 
International. The series 
highlights how the glob-
al travel and tourism 
sector is taking action to 
protect our planet and its 
treasured destinations, 
showcasing St. Kitts’ 
sustainability efforts as 
an example. The series 
debuts as the internation-
al community celebrate 
World Tourism Day and 
acknowledge tourism’s 
important role in sus-
tainable development.

Using high-end cinema-
tography, Sustainable 
Travel: Where Next? 
takes viewers on a dif-
ferent kind of journey, 
exploring sustainabil-
ity initiatives that are 
transforming tourism all 
around the world. The 
series is a collection of 
16 short-form docu-
mentary films produced 
by Zinc Communicate, 
a Zinc Media Group 
company, spotlighting 
a different tourism des-
tination or organization. 
From the beaches of 
Barbados to the urban 
heart of Norway, the 
series brings uplifting 
stories of conservation, 
regeneration, inclusion, 
empowerment, and re-
silience to life.

In recent years, aware-
ness of tourism’s im-
pacts reached an all-time 
high, with travelers be-
coming more cognizant 
of the burden the tra-
ditional tourism model 
placed on sensitive plac-
es and over-visited com-
munities. Sustainable 
Travel: Where Next? 

offers hope for the fu-
ture and embodies this 
year’s World Tourism 
Day theme: ‘Rethinking 
Tourism.’ From farm-to-
table culinary experienc-
es to recycling and reuse 
programs, each episode 
showcases real-life ex-
amples of sustainable 
travel in action and em-
phasizes the local voices 
behind these efforts. 
“This series aims to cap-
tivate and inspire view-
ers to take action within 
their own lives or pro-
fessional roles to further 
sustainable travel,” said 
Paloma Zapata, CEO 
of Sustainable Travel 
International. “Over the 
past two years, people 
have spent much time 
reflecting on the harm-
ful effects of tourism 
and everything that’s 
gone wrong. Now is the 
time to look forward. 
As we do so, it is more 
important than ever to 
tell powerful, uplifting 
stories that encapsulate 
the positive side of tour-
ism and its potential to 
conserve our planet and 
create social benefit.”

St. Kitts has increas-
ingly met high standards 
in many sustainability 
achievements. For ex-
ample, notable mentions 
include introducing the 
first ‘green’ airport in the 
Western Hemisphere, 
hosting frequent beach 
clean-ups to protect 
its coastlines, and ho-
tels practicing organic 
farm-to-table dining 
experiences.

The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority looks forward 
to using sustainability as 
part of its comprehen-
sive marketing strategy. 
“As a destination, St. 

Kitts can respectfully 
boast of its organic way 
of life. We are proud 
of the island’s strong, 
sustainable growth, 
especially as a tourist 
destination. St. Kitts sets 
a benchmark for all pro-
gressive nations both re-
gionally and globally as 
it relates to sustainability 
while being able to econ-
omize, promote health, 
achieve social justice, 
and strengthen our com-
mitment to protecting 
the environment.” said 
Chief Executive Officer 
at the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority, Ellison 
‘Tommy’ Thompson.

Along with St. Kitts, the 
other destinations and 
organizations featured in 
the series include Coulibri 
Ridge, Destination 
Greater Victoria, 
Explore Edmonton, 
Park City Utah, Six 

Senses, Sonoma County 
Tourism, South Western 
Railway, Sustainable 
Travel International, St 
Kitts Ministry of Tourism, 
Tourism Australia, Town 
of Vail, Visit Barbados, 
Visit Denmark, Visit 
Ljubljana, Visit Oslo, and 
YHA Australia.

To mitigate the environ-
mental footprint of the 
film production, Zinc 
Communicate is part-
nering with Sustainable 
Travel International to 
offset the primary sourc-
es of carbon emissions: 
crew flights, accom-
modations, and ground 
transport. 

Sustainable Travel: 
Where Next? the episode 
can be streamed online at 
https://bit.ly/3BSyZX5 
and is also available on 
Sublime Magazine.

Missing 
woman 

found dead

A Barnes Ghaut, Nevis 
resident who was re-
ported missing last 
week was found dead at 
the weekend.

A search was conducted 
when 43-year-old Zona 
Hamilton was recently 
reported missing, af-
ter being last seen on 
Wednesday, September 
21, at about 1 a.m. on 
Government Road in 
Charlestown. At the 
time, she was wearing 
a brown blouse, a plaid 
skirt with blue, brown, 
green and red stripes, 
and black sneakers.

Following a joint effort 
by the Police and Fire 

and Rescue Services, 
as well as concerned 
citizens and residents, 
her partially decom-
posed body was found 
inside a car located on 
Government Road. It 
was buried the follow-
ing day. A service was 
held in her memory this 
week.

Police are urging any-
one who has any infor-
mation with regards to 
this incident to please 
contact the Charlestown 
Station at 469-5391, the 
nearest police station, 
or call the crime hotline 
at 707. All information 
shared will be treated as 
confidential.

Zona Hamilton
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Conaree players celebrate scoring their second goal against Garden Hotspurs on Saturday. 

Village 
Superstars 

Defeat St. Pauls 
In Crucial Super 

Six Encounter
Rams Village Superstars 
infl icted defeat on defend-
ing SKNFA Premier League 
Champions S.L. Horsfords 
St. Paul’s 2-1 in Super Six 
Playoff  action last week 
Tuesday. The lone goal 
came in the 16th minute 
from Dequan Johnson for 
Village. St. Paul’s came 
close to fi nding an equaliz-
er, but failed to score. After 
the match Coach Azem 
Jenkins of Village said this 
game was about heart and 
bouncing back after a de-
feat. “This game was about 
just heart and rebound-
ing. How you respond to 

diffi  cult moments, that’s 
what this game was about,” 
Jenkins said, referring 
to their previous match 
against Spurs. “I am proud 
of the guys; they worked 
really hard. They deserve 
this win.”

Manager for St. Paul’s 
Derionne Edmeade, said 
they still have a good chance 
to make the fi nals despite 
suff ering their fi rst loss of 
the playoff s. “We came 
out tonight just like all the 
other teams to really get the 
three points. Unfortunately, 
we didn’t. We have to give 

commendation to Ram’s 
Village Superstars. They 
really came out tonight 
and we were able to walk 
away with the victory. 
We still have to feel good 
about ourselves…we still 
have a game in hand so 
we still have a chance to 

pull ourselves together 
with three games left, nine 
points on the table. We still 
have a chance to make it to 
the fi nals,” Edmeade said.  

In the night’s earlier match, 
SOL IAS Conaree got their 
fi rst win of the post season 

with a 2-1 victory over St. 
Peters FC.
Scoring for Conaree 
Nicquan Phipps 2nd min 
Kadeen Lewis 37th min 
Scoring for St. Peters 
Aiden Nurse 90th +2 mins
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Vacancy
I am looking for tattoo artist with 

atleast 7 years’ experience
must have good costumer service, a team 

player and get along well with others.
location : wellington road baker’s corner

Contact number : 765-4333

Vacancy 
Saint.kitts super deals for my 

lovely locals store
On Fort.Street

Contact No 1869-6611797

Vacancy 
DLR Translations

is looking for 
1. A Translator(Spanish-English).  

2. An Office Assistant
For further information 

contact:869-661-0506/869-665-9310

Vacancy 
Alta Gama Discotec 

is looking for two (2) bar tenders
For further information 

contact:869-661-0506/869-665-9310

PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in Jones Estate

On 1 acre
Asking Price: $2.7 million USD

For information, call 869-663-8910
Or nevishouses@gmail.com

Vacancy
Wanted - domestic worker. 

 
Duties: 

Care for five (5) children 
Clean household 

Wash & Iron 
8:00am - 4:00pm Monday - Friday 

Wages negotiable
Contact Information: 

869 765 7788

Vacancy
Dexter Walter- looking for carpenter

Contact:6638785

Vacancy
Juicy Boutique
Store Manager

Contact: 665-2296

Vacancy
SHALMA’S FASHION

Needs One Taylor
Contact#663-3811

Vacancy
Indian Tandoor (clay pot) chef

Apply to Heavenly Home cooking 
#35 Trinidad Ave Douglas Estate

EmailKhatri65@hotmail.com

Vacancy
Alex Barber Shop
Needed a Barber

Contact: 763-8592

Vacancy
Catch It Restaurant

Needs a Chef specialize in 
Chinese, Japanese and Thai

Contact#661-9328

Vacancy
Parry's Woodwork
Carpenter Needed

663-2259/469-2368

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
5 Spice Restaurant and Bar 

Asian Cuisine Nevis
For Upcoming Restaurant 

and Bar We are Hiring:
Japanese Chef 
Chinese Chef 

Restaurant Manager
Kitchen helper and Dishwasher

Waitress
Email: sholongeorge7@gmail.com  

Contact: +1 (869) 665-2065 
/ +1 (869) 661-9328

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
David Lee Super Market in New 
Road is seeking a Housekeeper 

Contact: 6657268

Vacancy
Rainbows Beauty Salon

Needs Hair Stylist
Contact:663 2486

RESTURANT HELP NEED
ONE WAITRESS

ONE COOK
CONTACT#663-9982

PROPERTY FOR SALE
in

Rawlins, Nevis
14,858 sq ft with
dwelling house
US$ 345,000.00

www.stkittsnevisrealty.com
Tel: 469 3000

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

House for Rent
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bathroom at 
Brown Pasture Main Road

665-2970

Property for Sale

Round Hill , Newcastle complete unit 
(5283 sq.ft)  of 4 spacious double 

apartments in approx. 0.375 acre of 
land. Built 2010. Potential to expand. 
Generator on site. Large car park area. 

Reasonable offers only considered. 

Vacancy 
Livi’s Barber Shop
Needed one Barber

Contact: 665-7177 & 664-0216
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NEV-DC recognizes two young Nevisians 
at 17th Annual Honors Banquet

(NEV-DC)

Two young promis-
ing Nevisians are 
the recipients of the 
Nevisian Association 
of Washington, D.C. 
(NEV-DC) Award.

Held under the theme 
“Youth In Action: 
Small Waves – Big 
Impact”, NEV-DC pre-
sented awards to Ms. 
Shelisa Glasford, 29, 
of Clay Ghaut, and Mr. 
Jelani Manners, 21, of 
Hardtimes Estate, at 
the 17th Annual NEV-
DC Honors Banquet 
held at Martin’s 
Crosswinds in 
Washington, D.C. on 
Saturday, September 
24, 2022.

In his brief remarks, 
NEV-DC’s President, 
Mr. Anthony 
Pemberton, commend-
ed the honorees for 
their contribution to 
Nevis’ development.

He said, “Shelisa and 
Jelani are just two of 

the many determined, 
educated, and talented 
young people who are 
making small waves 
with a big impact on 
Nevis. They are on a 
mission to leave their 
mark as change-lead-
ers. They are doing this 
by intentionally solv-
ing social challenges 
in the areas of com-
munications, sports, 
music, commerce, and 
the arts.”

Ms. Shelisia Glasford 
is a hospitality profes-
sional, hotelier, and 
life enthusiast. She 
completed the early 
stages of her educa-
tion on Nevis and re-
ceived her Associate’s 
Degree in Hospitality 
at the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College in St. 
Kitts. In 2013, she pur-
sued her tertiary edu-
cation in Switzerland, 
completing a dual 
bachelor’s degree at 
the César Ritz Colleges 
and Washington State 
University two years 
later. She is currently 
pursuing an Executive 

P o s t g r a d u a t e 
Professional Diploma 
virtually at the Les 
Roches Marbella cam-
pus in Spain.

Currently employed 
with the Park Hyatt 
St. Kitts as the 
Assistant Executive 
Housekeeper, Ms. 
Glasford has held 
positions at Park 
Hyatt St. Kitts such 
as Housekeeping 
Supervisor, Guest 
Experiences Assistant 
Manager, and Front 
Office Assistant 
Manager. She was 
also nominated three 
times as Manager of 
the Quarter at the Park 
Hyatt St. Kitts in 2021.

Ms. Glasford, a former 
Youth Junior Minister 
of Tourism for Nevis, 
delivered the keynote 
address for the NEV-
DC Honors Banquet.

“There are many who 
must be applauded for 
facilitating my success 
and the success of my 
fellow honoree, and as 

such, I pause to recog-
nise the efforts of the 
team that have allowed 
us to make it this far 
in life. First and fore-
most, I acknowledge 
the Almighty Creator, 
for he has never once 
left our side. Parents, 
guardians, relatives far 
and near, friends, col-
leagues, and bosses, we 
say thank you. You have 
in many ways provided 
unswerving, unwaver-
ing, and unconditional 
support over the past 
years and, as such, you 
too deserve to be com-
mended,” she said.

Mr. Jelani Manners 
most recently was 
employed as a teach-
er of mathematics 
and Spanish at the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School. He graduated 
from this institution in 
2018 and, subsequently, 
completed a two-year 
program at the Nevis 
Sixth Form College.

Mr. Manners, a music 
and sports enthusiast, 
is a dedicated member 

of the Honey Bees 
String Band and assists 
with music ministry in 
churches around the 
island. Jelani’s pas-
sions also extend to 
the area of cricket. As 
a student, he captained 
and assisted in training 
his school’s cricket 
team. He has repre-
sented Nevis at all the 
youth levels and the 
Leeward Islands at the 
Under 17 and Under 
19 levels. He made the 
Nevis senior team as a 
reserve in 2019. He 
currently plays for the 
Empire Cricket Team, 
which he captains 
from time to time. In 
2019, he organized 
a cricket camp for 
youths in Gingerland.

A recipient of the 
Most Remarkable 
Teen Award in 2018 
in the area of school 
pride, Jelani contin-
ues to be a model in 
the areas of leader-
ship and community 
involvement.

Also present at the 

NEV-DC Honors 
Banquet were Dr. 
Everson Hull, St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ 
A m b a s s a d o r 
and Permanent 
Representative to 
the Organization of 
American States in 
Washington, D.C.; 
representatives of 
the diplomatic and 
consular corps; ex-
ecutive members of 
NEV-DC; and fam-
ily and friends of the 
honorees.

NEV-DC is a non-
partisan, non-profit 
organization founded 
in November 2003 by 
a group of Nevisians 
committed to having 
a positive impact on 
the lives of Nevisians 
at home and abroad. 
The association plans 
and hosts events each 
year to support proj-
ects in Nevis. Funds 
raised have supported 
projects representing 
the mission of the or-
ganization, including 
educational, health, 
and social projects.
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Whose face will be 
on our money?

By Loshaun Dixon

The face of Queen 
Elizabeth the second 
will remain on the 
bills of the Eastern 
Caribbean Dollar for the 
time being, Governor of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank Timothy 
Antoine has confi rmed.

When the monarch 
changes, it is tradi-
tion for the face of the 
new monarch to be on 
the notes. However, 
Governor Antoine has 
indicated that will not 
be changed in the short 
term.

“Nothing happens 
right now...The fact of 
the matter is, we have 
three to four years of 
inventory or stock of 
these beautiful Polymer 

notes, and we plan to 
use them. So, you will 
see no change in respect 
of your notes and coins 
for the time being. No 
Change.”

He said resources have 
been spent on the notes 
that were introduced in 
2019, and noted that 
they also bear the fea-
tures of regional leaders.

“The notes that you 
have, we will continue 
to use. We have a lot 
in stock, pristine, mint 
condition, waiting to be 
used. We spent money 
on those, and we are 
certainly not throwing 
those away. Nothing 
will change where that 
is concerned. 

“Let’s be honest. I 
mean, we have great 
leaders like Sir Arthur 

Lewis and Sir Dwight 
K. Venner who are on 
our currency. They’ve 
passed, but their legacy 
lives on. They are on 
our currency and they 
will remain on our cur-
rency. So, the passing 
of the Queen does not 
change what happens 
with our notes; certainly 
not for the time being.”

Antoine added that with 
more ECCU countries 
considering becoming 
republics, the faces on 
currencies are out to be 
considered.

“However, her passing 
does raise the question,” 
What happens next? We 
will need to have a con-
versation in our region 
about what we want to 
do; where we want to 
take our currency, what 
image we want. “I can 

tell you there are a lot 
of people who feel it’s 
time for us to move into 
a diff erent direction, and 
that, rather than con-
tinuing with the British 

Sovereign, we should 
be using our landmarks 
and our heroes and that 
sort of thing. I look for-
ward to that discussion 
which has just begun, 

and we will make some 
determination and make 
some announcements, 
but there is no imminent 
announcement.”

ECCB Governor Timothy Antoine
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Yes, we cannabis! 
Govt. ready to roll

By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of St 
Kitts and Nevis is ready 
to put the necessary 
legislation and plans 
in place to establish a 
marijuana industry here.

Prime Minister Dr 
Terrance Drew, speak-
ing in an interview with 
SKN Newsline, said 
that often St Kitts and 
Nevis sends workers 
to Canada to work on 
marijuana farms, and 
he feels it is time for 
the Federation to get its 
own.

“They work on mari-
juana plantations on the 
Farm Work Programme. 
Why would we send 
them to Canada to ad-
vance Canada’s indus-
try…we need that as 
well.”

He said it was impor-
tant, and there is much 
work to do in this re-
gard, because currently 
St. Kitts and Nevis is 
well behind when it 
comes to establishing a 
cannabis industry.

“Antigua is ahead, 
St. Vincent is ahead, 
Jamaica is ahead, and 
we know that people 
travel to these countries 
because they would 
have an industry that is 
well-controlled, well-
monitored and so forth, 

that allows for the use 
of marijuana. And so, 
we will be on that path, 
and we will see a lot of 
action in that area with-
in the first year.” 

The Prime Minister said 
there is a marijuana 
commission in place, 
and that commission 
would start functioning 
in earnest.

“We will then move to 
expunge the records of 
those who have criminal 
records for possession 
of marijuana. We think 
that that should not be 
used as a means to limit 
people’s advancement in 
their own lives, and so 
we will put the neces-
sary legislation in place 
to get us there.”

He added the citizens of 
St Kitts and Nevis would 
be first priority to benefit 
from the industry.

“At this point in time, 
we are not looking at 
any outside people nec-
essarily coming in and 
dominating this indus-
try. This industry is for 
our people to develop. 
We will not make that 
mistake, and therefore 
we will, of course, meet 
those who are involved 
in this industry, and we 
will work out ways of 
how we can make sure 
that they are a part of 
the industry. I would say 
at this time, the goal is, 

and what we will do, 
is to make sure that the 
local growers are pro-
tected and our people 
are protected within that 
industry.”

In July of 2019, the 
National Assembly vot-
ed to decriminalize the 
use of small amounts of 
cannabis for private and 
religious use in St. Kitts 
and Nevis, replacing 
some criminal penalties 
with fines and commu-
nity service.

The new law passed by 
the National Assembly 
on July 31, changed the 
penalties for posses-
sion of up to 15 grams 
of cannabis, and the use 
of cannabis in private 
residences and in hous-
es of worship for the 
Rastafarian community. 
It also allows for persons 
to apply to the Drugs 
Council for permission 
to cultivate cannabis for 
these uses.

Penalties for small 
amounts of marijuana - 
less than 15 grams - have 
been reduced. Instead 
of a criminal charge, a 
person now receives a 
ticket with a $50 fine. If 
the fine is not paid, then 
community service will 
be required. If the com-
munity service is not 
done, then a “small-term 
of imprisonment” will 
be imposed.

PM Drew says his government is ready to make moves in the cannabis industry
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