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REPEL THE 
BITTERNESS
The new labour administration should resist victimization and/or harassment. 
It should ignore the calls for witch hunting. Civil servants should not be sent 
home without proper cause, and there should be proper due process. There 
shouldn’t be victimization purely because you are related to the former prime 
minister or his friend.

Perception is reality. Unnecessary or unfounded accusations can damage a 
person’s reputation for life.

Government should enhance the lives of citizens and not injure them. That is 
fundamental in modern societies.

To adopt a methodical, rancorous stance against those who may not have 
supported you is counterproductive to any progressive cause. Impulsive ter-
minations and brusque sidelining of qualified, competent individuals, mostly 
respected professionals, merely reveal a ruthless and divisive nature.

The wrong message is being sent. The new government must avoid being mis-
led by those with axes to grind. 

To follow those leads will essentially lead to dictatorship. The educated men 
and women in the ruling party cannot be so swayed. Totalitarianism has abso-
lutely no place in this Federation. 

Social media can destroy lives, and efforts are being made to do just that to 
peaceful persons who differ in opinion with the new administration. 

There are loose cannons pervading such media. Their views are vengeful. 

Dr. Drew and his team would be well advised to repel the bitterness of such 
influencers.

Water solution 
coming soon

By Loshaun Dixon

A solution to the water 
problems for parts of St 
Kitts can soon be had, 
with the new Cabinet 
of Ministers approving 
a project that will see 
partially solar-powered 
desalination plants 
constructed.

The cabinet revealed 
that to help address the 
long-standing water 
shortages in the coun-
try, they have approved 
a project to build two 
such facilities. 

“The project is funded 
by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and 
is part of a renewable 
energy project for the 
Caribbean, with similar 
projects implemented in 
Barbados, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines and 
the Bahamas.”

In April, the UAE 

agreed to donate two 
solar-powered de-
salination plants to the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis as part of 
their UAE-Caribbean 
Renewable Energy 
Fund.

The Fund is a 50-mil-
lion-dollar plan to build 
climate-resilient renew-
able energy projects in 
16 Caribbean nations. 

During an interview 
at the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Water Services 
Department on March 
16, Water Manager 
Cromwell Williams 
had stated that the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis had accepted 
the desalination plants 
because “it represents a 
source of additional po-
table water, for which 
there is always a need”.

“It affords us the op-
portunity to improve 
our carbon footprint, 

in terms of utilizing re-
newable energy in the 
production of water, 
and reduce our depen-
dence on fossil fuel.”

One of the desalination 
plants will be located 
at Canada Estate in St. 
Kitts, close to the rifle 
range. 

Williams said the rea-
son for choosing this 
spot was land avail-
ability, and it is an area 
where the supply will 
also be most beneficial, 
as it would help to aug-
ment the Cayon and 
Key’s system. 

The other plant will be 
located in Nevis.

The desalination plant 
is relatively small in 
size and capacity, as 
it will produce 30,000 
gallons per day, which 
can supply approxi-
mately 2,000 persons. 

A desalination plant
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Overall CXC grades up; Maths 
and English down

By Loshaun Dixon

Preliminary results for 
CXC Examinations that 
were unveiled this week 
have revealed slight 
improvements in pass-
ing grades, but there 
were dips in Maths and 
English.

Speaking at a press 
conference earlier 
this week, Dr Nicole 
Manning, Director 
of Operations and 
Examinations, gave an 
overview of the results, 
and indicated that in sev-
eral of the subject areas 
in both the Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE) 
and the Caribbean 
Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) ex-
ams, there were slight 
increases in passes.

She also noted that for 
both exam categories 
there was a decrease in 
absentees, while overall 
registration was down.

“Heartening for us is 
that we saw an increase 
in terms of the number 
of candidates presenting 
themselves for exami-
nations, which means 
that we saw a reduction 
in absenteeism, and that 
is a very good signal for 
us, because it tells us 
that there is a light at the 
end of the tunnel, and 
some level returning to 
normalcy.

“For registration this 
year, we saw a decline 
in relation to the can-
didates’ registration, 
particularly for CAPE, 
in relation to the subject 

entries where we also 
saw a decline. For 
CSEC, we also saw a re-
duction in the candidate 
entries but we saw an 
increase in the subject 
entries.”

Dr Manning added 
that the issue of cheat-
ing was also a major 
problem for this year’s 
examinations.

“We did see a few irreg-
ularities and hardships. 
Now, the irregularities 
are where you would 
see the issues of cheat-
ing, collusion and cell 

phone usage. This is 
not something that you 
would want to happen, 
but it happens, and the 
only thing we can do at 
this point is to encour-
age our candidates to 
take note of what is not 
to be done.

“I must say that the cell 
phone usage was maybe 
90 percent or 80 per-
cent of what may have 
happened.”

The preliminary re-
sults also revealed that 
in Mathematics, only 
37 percent of students 

received a passing grade 
- a five percent decrease 
compared to 2021 -

while 71 percent of 
students who sat the 
English A exams re-
ceived grades one to 
three, a three percent 
decrease.
Below are scores of 
how students performed 
in other subject areas:
English B – 72%
Biology – 78%
Chemistry – 59%
Physics – 64%
Integrated Science 

– 67%
Principles of Accounts 
– 69%
Principles of Business 
– 80%
Geography- 61%
Social Studies – 52%
Human and Social 
Biology – 66%

For CAPE subjects, 
Caribbean Studies and 
Communication Studies 
saw students with high 
pass rates of 92 and 94 
percent respectively.
Below are scores of 
how students performed 

in other subject areas:
Information Technology 
Unit 1 – 91%
Information Technology 
Unit 2 – 96%
Food & Nutrition Unit 
1 – 90%
Food & Nutrition Unit 
2 – 97%
Law Unit 1 – 93%
Law Unit 2 – 86%
Physics Unit 1 – 97%
Physics Unit 2 – 98%

Dr Nicole Manning
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School Reopens: Hanley 
announces changes

By Loshaun Dixon

All around the 
Federation, students, 
teachers and all other 
support staff returned to 
school this week as the 
2022-2023 academic 
year commenced.

Speaking on the oc-
casion of the return to 
learning, Minister of 
Education Dr Geoffrey 
Hanley noted that the 
new year was a signifi-
cant one for him, as his 
ministry embarks upon 
a journey to “reassess, 
reimagine and redefine 
education as we know 
it”.

“Quality education is 
a fundamental right to 
which every human be-
ing should have access,” 
Hanley said. He added 
that he intends to ensure 

the Federation contin-
ues to lead in education.

“We look forward to 
warmly welcoming our 
new entrants to pre-
school, primary and 
high school, and en-
courage you to bloom 
where you are planted. 
Your teachers are ex-
ceptional educators 
who give their very best 
to ensure that you are 
successful.”

Dr Hanley also encour-
aged parents to become 
active members of their 
schools’ Parent Teacher 
Associations.

He said over the last two 
years the country has 
struggled with the ef-
fects of the COVID-19 
virus which impacted 
the nation’s students 
and teachers at multiple 
levels.

“Teachers and students 
remained resilient and 
determined to finish the 
year strong, and that 
they did.”

The minister hailed 
teachers for skillfully 

navigating the task dur-
ing that challenging 
period.

“Skillfully navigating 
uncharted waters and 
working tirelessly to 
bridge the learning gap 
experienced by the na-
tion’s children, thereby 
keeping them on target 
to meet their education-
al goals.”

Hanley used the oppor-
tunity to announce up-
dated COVID protocols 
at schools, disclosing 
that mask-wearing is 
now optional.

“All persons seeking ac-
cess to our educational 
institutions MUST sa-
nitise their hands upon 
entry. The wearing of a 
mask is now optional, 
but strongly encour-
aged in enclosed spaces. 
To avoid the spread of 
Covid-19, students and 
teachers who are expe-
riencing flu-like symp-
toms should seek the 
help of a medical pro-
fessional prior to their 
return to campus.”

Every year the Ministry 

of Education chooses a 
Key Message to guide 
and inspire students, and 
according to Minister 
Hanley, “this year is 
no different. Our Key 
Message for the 2022-
2023 academic year is 
‘Excellence is NOT a 
skill, it is an attitude” by 
Ralph Marston. Let us 
encourage our children 
to live by these words”. 

He also announced some 
changes at schools, and 
within the Ministry, in-
cluding a new Permanent 
Secretary to replace 
William Vincent Hodge.

“I would like to thank 
Mr William Vincent 
Hodge for his guid-
ance, hard work and 
direction as Permanent 
Secretary of the Ministry 
of Education over the 
past six years. We are 
extremely grateful and 
value the contribution he 
has made to the educa-
tion fraternity. With this 
being said, I am pleased 
to announce our new per-
manent secretary in the 
Ministry of Education, 
Mrs. Lisa-Romayne 
Archibald-Pistana. 

Hanley said she has 
worked within the field 
of education for over 19 
years, during which time 
she served as a teacher, 
Principal, Education 
Officer and Deputy 
Chief Education Officer. 

“She brings a wealth of 
knowledge and experi-
ence to the post.”

He also announced 
changes at the school 
level, and they are as 
follows: Ms. Jamillah 
Bristol is the new Head 
Teacher of Beach Allen 
Primary School; Mr. 
Javan Cannonier has 
assumed the post of 
Deputy Head Teacher 
at the Cayon Primary 
School; and Ms. Ulukia 
Bryan has accepted the 
post of Deputy Head 
Teacher at the Dieppe 
Bay Primary School.

Minister of Education Dr Geoffrey Hanley
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Tourism 
stakeholders must 
diversify – Minister 

Henderson
By Loshaun Dixon

New Minister of 
Tourism Marsha 
Henderson is looking 
to rebuild the industry 
to its pre-pandemic 
levels, and has urged 
all stakeholders to 

diversify their prod-
ucts and services so 
the destination does 
not get left behind.

Speaking publicly 
for the first time as 
Minister, Henderson 
said “the time has 
come for us to look 

toward the future and 
identify the opportuni-
ties to strengthen the 
tourism industry and 
build the economy”.

“After two years of 
travel restrictions, 

Minister of Tourism Marsha HendersonCont'd on Page 11
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Queen Elizabeth II dies 

The Head of State for St Kitts 
and Nevis and the sovereign 
for 32 independent countries 
in the Caribbean and around 
the world for the past 70 
years, Queen Elizabeth II, 
passed away yesterday at 
Balmoral Castle, Scotland, 
at the age of 96. She was the 
United Kingdom’s longest-
serving monarch. 

According to BBC News, the 
monarch died in the presence 
of family who had gathered at 
her Scottish estate after con-
cerns grew about her health 
earlier on Thursday.

BBC News states that The 
Queen came to the throne 
in 1952 and witnessed enor-
mous social change.

Her eldest son, Charles, be-
comes King Charles III, and 

the Head of State. He said the 
death of his beloved mother 
was “a moment of great 
sadness”.

In a statement, His Majesty 
the King said: “We mourn 
profoundly the passing 
of a cherished Sovereign 
and a much-loved Mother. 
I know her loss will be 
deeply felt throughout the 
country, the Realms and 
the Commonwealth, and by 
countless people around the 
world.”

He said during the period of 
mourning and change, he and 
his family would be “com-
forted and sustained by our 
knowledge of the respect and 
deep affection in which The 
Queen was so widely held”.

In a statement, Buckingham 

Palace said: “The Queen died 
peacefully at Balmoral this 
afternoon.

“The King and the Queen 
Consort will remain at 
Balmoral this evening 
and will return to London 
tomorrow.”

All the Queen’s children 
travelled to Balmoral, near 
Aberdeen, after doctors 
placed the Queen under 
medical supervision.

Prime Minister Liz Truss, 
who was appointed by the 
Queen on Tuesday, said the 
monarch was the rock on 
which modern Britain was 
built, and she had “provid-
ed us with the stability and 
strength that we needed”.

Speaking about the new 

King, she said: “We offer 
him our loyalty and devo-
tion, just as his mother de-
voted so much, to so many, 
for so long.

“And with the passing of 
the second Elizabethan age, 
we usher in a new era in the 
magnificent history of our 
great country, exactly as Her 
Majesty would have wished, 
by saying the words ‘God 
save the King’.”

Princess Elizabeth was in 
Kenya in 1952, representing 
the ailing King, when Philip 
broke the news that her fa-
ther had died. She immedi-
ately returned to London as 
the new Queen.

“It was all a very sudden 
kind of taking on and mak-
ing the best job you can,” she 

later recalled.

Elizabeth was crowned at 
Westminster Abbey on 2 June 
1953, aged 27, in front of a 
then-record TV audience es-
timated at more than 20 mil-
lion people.

Subsequent decades would 
see great change, with the 
end of the British Empire 
overseas and the swinging 
‘60s sweeping away social 
norms at home.

Elizabeth reformed the mon-
archy for this less deferential 
age, engaging with the public 
through walkabouts, royal 
visits and attendance at pub-
lic events. Her commitment 
to the Commonwealth was a 
constant - she visited every 
Commonwealth country at 
least once.

Queen Elizabeth II
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Vacancy
I am looking for tattoo artist with 

atleast 7 years’ experience
must have good costumer service, a team 

player and get along well with others.
location : wellington road baker’s corner

Contact number : 765-4333

Vacancy 
Saint.kitts super deals for my 

lovely locals store
On Fort.Street

Contact No 1869-6611797

PROPERTY FOR SALE
House for sale in Jones Estate

On 1 acre
Asking Price: $2.7 million USD

For information, call 869-663-8910
Or nevishouses@gmail.com

Vacancy
Wanted - domestic worker. 

 
Duties: 

Care for five (5) children 
Clean household 

Wash & Iron 
8:00am - 4:00pm Monday - Friday 

Wages negotiable
Contact Information: 

869 765 7788

Vacancy
Dexter Walter- looking for carpenter

Contact:6638785

Vacancy
Jamaican Bakery

Needs Pastry Chef
Contact:660- 6196

Vacancy
Juicy Boutique
Store Manager

Contact: 665-2296

Vacancy
SHALMA’S FASHION

Needs One Taylor
Contact#663-3811

Vacancy
Indian Tandoor (clay pot) chef

Apply to Heavenly Home cooking 
#35 Trinidad Ave Douglas Estate

EmailKhatri65@hotmail.com

Vacancy
Alex Barber Shop
Needed a Barber

Contact: 763-8592

Vacancy
David H. Pryce (looking for 

a construction worker
Contact: 6651832

Vacancy
Catch It Restaurant

Needs a Chef specialize in 
Chinese, Japanese and Thai

Contact#661-9328

Vacancy
BLACK PEARL SECURITY INC. is cur-
rently seeking FULL-TIME SECURITY 
OFFICERS to join their team.  Security 

experience would be an asset but not 
necessary. Kindly contact our Office at 
869 661 2503 for further information.

Vacancy
Parry's Woodwork
Carpenter Needed

663-2259/469-2368

Vacancy
Sea View Farms

New River Estate
Seeking One Farm Worker

661-0135

Vacancy
T Sutton Construction

Skills Mission 
660-0708

Vacancy
Caribbean Jewels 

Three Positions for Sales Manager 
inSouviner &Jewelry 

EXP 3 years
call 6688040

Vacancy
Restaurant : Pangea by ktcs ltd.
Position : 2 Indian cuisine chef

Position : 1 Mixologist 
Experience : 4-5yrs

Job responsibilities : Follow and main-
tain food safety and measures.

Contact : 766-7777, mk@ktcsvdm.com

House For Rent
2 Bedroom , 1 Bathroom Semi Furnish

Located in Hamilton
Contact#664-3077

For Rent
Single Room Apartment

Morning Star
664-2241

Vacancy
Advance Building Maintenance System

Seeking: One Commercial Cleaner 
Contact Information: 

Abmsystemskb@gmail.com
Tel: (869) 663 8714

Vacancy
David Lee Super Market in New 
Road is seeking a Housekeeper 

Contact: 6657268

Vacancy
Rainbows Beauty Salon

Needs Hair Stylist
Contact:663 2486

Vacancy for warehouse supervisor
Apply to: I LOVE ST KITTS

BUILDING 35 STORE 101 Port Zante
Email:skbinfo@yahoo.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
in

Rawlins, Nevis
14,858 sq ft with
dwelling house
US$ 345,000.00

www.stkittsnevisrealty.com
Tel: 469 3000
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people are ready to travel again. 
Global tourism stakeholders are 
excited about what is going to be 
happening; travelers are seeking 
destinations with immersive cul-
tural experiences that go beyond 
sand, sun and sea.”

She said St Kitts can offer “rich 
experiences steeped in rich culture 
and history”.

“This is our goal, as it would 
boost the economic impact and our 

industry. 

We must however diversify our 
experiences, by identifying immer-
sive cultural products and services 
that would increase the demand for 
our destination.”

Henderson noted that we cannot 
look at our product offerings the 
same way as we did two years ago. 

“Our visitors want to see and feel 
an authentic St Kitts, where they 

can engage with us and not simply 
be observers.”

She said the government believes 
the travel industry has suffered 
enough due to restrictions.

“We have as a country struggled 
to remain competitive in tourism 
markets, out of the stringent travel 
restrictions we were compelled to 
operate under.”

The minister added that it was time 

to rebuild with a new campaign set 
to be launched later this month.

“This new campaign will ensure 
that St Kitts features in all arenas 
as one of the premier Caribbean 
destinations for travellers. Our 
marketing efforts coupled with 
experiences is paramount to our 
success.”

She said evidence was borne out 
in the most recent accomplishment 
when the country was recognised 

Tourism stakeholders must 
diversify – Minister Henderson

Cont'd from Page 7

Cont'd on Page 15
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SKELEC working on load 
shedding solutions

By Loshaun Dixon

After the failure of 
one of its generators, 
SKELEC has informed 
consumers of electricity 
in St Kitts that due to a 
reduced capacity at the 
power plant, the entire 
island will face load 
shedding for the coming 
weeks.

SKELEC General 
Manager Clement 
Williams noted that the 

load shedding began 
Monday, September 5, 
due to a failure that oc-
curred on Saturday on 
one of the generators.

“We had no choice but 
to start a load shed-
ding exercise, because 
our capacity had been 
reduced significantly 
below what our average 
demand is.”

He explained that the 
average demand for the 
island of St Kitts right 

now is about 22 to 25 
megawatts.

“After the failure on 
Saturday, we went 
down to as low as 20 
megawatts of available 
capacity.

This is about 50 percent 
of the rated capacity of 
the plant. So we have to 
shed five megawatts of 
energy.”

Williams said the tech-
nicians continued to 

repair whatever they 
could, and had a few 
standby generators that 
were down, and over 
the ensuing days they 
were able to replace a 
radiator to get an addi-
tional megawatt on the 
system.

“So by Tuesday, we did 
not have to shed load 
for as long or as wide 
a scale as we did on 
Monday. On Tuesday 
afternoon we were able 
to get another generator 
online. On Wednesday 
we were able to start 
the load shedding at a 
later period than on the 
previous two days.”

After initially stat-
ing the load shedding 
could last one month, 
Williams noted that a 
quicker solution can be 
sought.

“I am pleased to tell 
you, public approval 
was given to purchase 
two more units. That 

wire is being sent to 
the manufacturer to-
day (Wednesday) and 
we are hoping that the 
container can make the 
ship to Miami to be 
here on Monday.”

He said if it doesn’t 
make that cut-off point, 
everything would be 
delayed by one week.

“The guys at the power 
plant are already mak-
ing the preparations to 
receive those genera-
tors, so as soon as they 
are received, we will 
only need a day or day 
and a half to do inter-
connections to have 
those two generators in 
the system.

“That would be an ad-
ditional three mega-
watts which would take 
our available capacity 
to 28 megawatts.”

He said once they get 
to 28 megawatts there 
would not be a need for 

load shedding.

“That is just a temporary 
fix to get us from load 
shedding generally.”

Williams added that 
plans are ahead to add 
more renewable sources 
of energy to the grid.

“On Monday we met 
with the Cabinet, and 
one of the welcoming 
things that came out of 
the meeting is to see we 
have the full support 
of Cabinet, not only in 
developing renewables, 
but also understanding 
simultaneously main-
taining generation at the 
plant.

“We have been given 
firm commitment that 
the government will 
support us in ensuring 
we have the full capac-
ity at the power station 
to augment any renew-
able energy that we in-
stall moving forward.”

SKELEC General Manager Clement Williams
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as the Caribbean’s leading 
dive destination by World 
Travel.

“I take the opportunity to 
congratulate stakeholders. I 
am confident that your ef-
forts and our strategic plans 
will help us to provide 
unique authentic experi-
ences to all who visit our 
shores.”

Henderson indicated that 
during recent meetings, 

concerns about airlift were 
raised.

“As the current situation 
stands, the number of peo-
ple flying into our country 
has been reduced. 

This is because some of 
our flights are seasonal and 
some take a break during 
the summer months.

“As we look towards the 
winter season, I am pleased 

to confirm that all our lega-
cy carriers will be returning 
for the 2022 to 2023 tour-
ism season.”

She said ultimately, their 
goal is to increase airlift 
to the destination, and they 
will remain in constant dia-
logue with airline carriers 

“We need to combine mar-
keting efforts to promote 
the destination, our desti-
nation, holistically.” The 

minister also encouraged 
stakeholders to have bud-
gets for marketing not just 
locally, but regionally and 
internationally. 

“We all need to think big. 
We must all roll up our 
sleeves and actively be-
come part of the building 
process.”

She added that despite 
some challenges with cruise 
lines, positive outcomes are 

expected for cruise tourism.

“We have projected eight 
inaugural calls for the up-
coming season. If we are to 
remain competitive and at-
tract new visitors, we must be 
creative and attract more di-
verse products and services.”

Henderson said they antici-
pate to double the arrivals of 
last season, and begin to draw 
closer pre-pandemic levels.

Tourism stakeholders must 
diversify – Minister Henderson

Cont'd from Page 11
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