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GOOD JUDGEMENT 
HAS APPARENTLY 

PREVAILED
There have been disconcerting rumblings of disunity in Team Unity in recent 
weeks, but it appears that good judgement has prevailed at a time when noth-
ing less will suffice. 

The announcement of policies aimed at controlling inflation, or as the action 
was described “to help the people of the Federation deal with the increasing 
inflationary pressures”, is welcome.

It can be agreed that they are a coherent and far-reaching set of policies. They 
are significant. The world is experiencing unprecedented challenges, most 
significant among them the effort to guard against the collapse of healthcare 
systems and a conflict in Eastern Europe with immeasurable consequences and 
no discernible end in sight.

It was disclosed earlier this week that the Government has approved amending 
the price build-up for gasoline so the increase in prices at the pump would be 
moderated.

The Excise Tax on the importation of fuel has been reduced from $2.25 per 
gallon to $0.95. This reduction will be in place from April to September 2022. 
An increase of $0.30 in the Gas Station Dealers Margin and an extension of 
the Fuel Subsidy Programme for an additional six months - until September 
2022 – are also significant moves to alleviate the pressure.

Income and Disability Support Programmes have been extended for an addi-
tional three months - running up to June 2022 – to “further assist workers who 
remain unemployed, are on significantly reduced wages, or have additional 
expenses from caring for children with disabilities”. 

The government will reintroduce the duty-free allowance that is usually dur-
ing December on the importation of food items by non-commercial importers, 
from May 1st to September 30, 2022.

According to the Prime Minister, “this will be the longest period that such 
generous concessions have been granted to our people. This initiative would 
allow households to import 500 pounds of food items free of duties and taxes. 
This measure will benefit persons on low incomes who spend a higher portion 
of their earnings on food”. It was also revealed that an eight-month cap will be 
placed on the freight cost that is used in the calculation of duties and taxes that 
are paid on the importation of goods. It will be set at the average freight cost 
for 2019, the year immediately preceding the onset of the pandemic. 

The Government anticipates that this cap would help to moderate the rise in 
prices that is being observed as a result of increased freight costs.

Of course, all this may be done with the administration’s best intentions, but 
one hand can’t clap – the suppliers are equally important in the grand scheme 
of things. Prime Minister Harris was pellucid in this regard

“Let me take this opportunity to make very clear this Government’s firm 
expectation that all suppliers must pass on the benefit of this concession to 
consumers who face rising prices. The Department of Consumer Affairs will 
enhance monitoring of these developments to ensure that savings are passed 
on to the consumers.”

We hope that those who deviate will be highlighted; named and shamed.

For good measure, there will also be extension - for an additional 6-month 
period – of the removal of VAT and Import Duty on hygiene items, and the 
removal of Import Duty and Customs Service Charge on selected items such 
as vegetables, fruits, and fruit juices, cough and cold preparations and vitamin 
supplements.

A lot of thought was obviously put into this.

Prime Minister 
Harris Praises 
The People Of 

Phillip’s Village 
For Restoring 

Their Community
In the aftermath of 
heavy floods in the 
Phillip’s community 
on Saturday (April 
30) caused by heavy 
rains and erosion, 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris praised the 
constituents there for 
their quick response in 
clearing the debris and 
generally restoring to 
normalcy the affected 
areas. 

Prime Minister Harris, 
who is the Member 

of Parliament for the 
area, was on scene ear-
ly on Saturday provid-
ing leadership, support 
and solidarity with the 
people of Phillip’s. 

Overflowing ghauts 
and roads resulted in 
substantial damages to 
several homes, furni-
ture and fencing in the 
area. Two retail shops 
were significantly 
impacted. 

Prime Minister Harris 
was accompanied 

by Director of 
Public Works, Mr. 
George Gilbert 
and Director of the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 
(NEMA), Mr. Abdias 
Samuel. The govern-
ment officials conduct-
ed an extensive tour of 
the area and engaged 
with persons who were 
affected, and also com-
mended the efforts of 
the scores of villagers 
who mobilized and re-
stored the community.
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Exposition Nevis 2022 opens 

By Monique Washington 

Encouraging local entre-
preneurship, improving 
linkages and adjust-
ing strategies are some 
ways of improving the 
island of Nevis’ tourism 
product. 

This assertion was 
made by Premier, the 
Hon. Mark Brantley as 
he officially launched 
Exposition Nevis 2022, 
during a thanksgiv-
ing church service on 
Sunday, May 1, at the 
Jessups New Testament 
Church of God.

‘Exposition Nevis - All 
Things Tourism’ will 
run from May 1 to May 
31. The Exposition is in 
its sixth year, and being 
held under the theme 
‘Rethinking Nevis 
Tourism’. The Malcolm 
Guishard Recreational 
(MGR) Park is the pri-
mary venue.

During his remarks, 
Premier Brantley re-
flected on the expo-
sition’s theme and 
what the approach of 
Nevisians should be. 

“The theme ‘Rethinking 
Nevis Tourism,’ speaks 
to the fact that we have 
to take a long, hard look 
at ourselves as a tour-
ism destination. As part 
and parcel of this diffi-
cult but necessary self-
evaluation process, on 
the one hand we must 
assess and determine 
where we’re doing well, 
and strategize how to 
further capitalize on our 
strengths. 

“Conversely, it is also 
imperative that we ex-
amine where we have 
fallen short, and  deter-
mine what adjustments 
to our approaches and 
strategies are neces-
sary in order for Nevis 
to remain competitive,” 
Brantley said.

He emphasized the im-
portance of self-reliance 
and the need to encour-
age local entrepreneur-
ship and foreign direct 
investment.

 “We must become more 
self-reliant, improve 
agricultural and other 
linkages to ensure that 
we minimize the hem-
orrhaging of tourism 

revenue from Nevis to 
overseas countries. We 
must ensure that our 
locals become trained 
and certified in tourism 
and hospitality-related 
fields, so that they could 
earn more substantial 
wages and benefits. 

“We must encourage 
local entrepreneurship 
and foreign direct in-
vestment, and continue 
to ensure that any new 
product being proposed 
is consistent with the 
core principles of sus-
tainability and respon-
sible tourism.” 

Part of the opening was 
the unveiling of an ex-
hibition entitled “Nevis- 
Her Story”.

The exhibition provides 
a snapshot into the his-
tory of Nevis, important 
figures, and items of 
cultural and historical 
interest. It is a collab-
orative effort between 
the Ministry of Tourism 
and the Nevis Public 
Library Services. 

John Hanley, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Tourism noted that 

the exhibition is a his-
torical portrait of Nevis’ 
development.  

“It shows some of the 
key personalities who 
helped to shape the face 
of Nevis and also some 
of the artifacts that re-
mind us of the way of 
life on Nevis as it used 
to be. I’m very pleased 
with the creativity of 
the staff at the Nevis 
Public Library. Some 
of the models that they 
have created and some 
of the things really take 
us back in time, and it’s 
a wonderful trip down 
memory lane, and it’s 
also very educational,” 
he said 

Chief Librarian at 
the Nevis Public 
Library, Anastasia 
Parris-Morton, high-
lighted the reasons 
why the display was 
named “Nevis, Her 
Story”

“It covers some, not ev-
erything about Nevis’ 
development. We have 
some facts and artifacts 
on display. Some will 
be familiar to some of 
us. We are hoping that 

each of us will learn 
something new about 
our island - the young 
and older [ones] alike. 
These [displays] we 
hope will remind us of 
the deep, rich history 
of this little gem that 
we live on, what she 
possesses, and there’s 
so much we still do 
not know and are still 
learning.” 

She called on persons 
to provide names and 
information of persons 
who have helped to 
shape Nevis’ history. 
She also invited the 
general public to visit 
the exhibition at the 
MGR Park. 

“I hope to see the gen-
eral public in their 
numbers. I want to see 
the school children, 
and when the tourists 
visit the park they will 
have a chance to come 
in and learn something 
about Nevis’ history 
and heritage.”  

The calendar of events 
this year’s exposi-
tion includes Heritage 
Village Life on Friday, 
May 6 (today), at 

the Nevis Heritage 
Village in Gingerland; 
Bath Community Fair 
at Port Charles on 
Saturday, May 7; en-
trepreneurship work-
shop on Thursday, 
May 12; a Know Your 
Country culinary tour 
of small restaurants 
on Saturday, May 
14; Bank of Nevis 
Youth Congress on 
Wednesday, May 18; 
Exposition Nevis 
Festival at the MGR 
Park on Saturday, May 
21; and the New River 
Farmers’ Cooperative 
Open Day on Friday, 
May 27. 

The Exposition Nevis 
Tourism Awards 
Cocktail will take 
place at the MGR Park 
on June 18.

Exposition Nevis seeks 
to actively encourage 
support among the lo-
cal populace for local 
tourism businesses, 
and is intended to pro-
mote entrepreneurship 
and capacity-building 
in the face of one of the 
most significant crises 
to face the tourism in-
dustry in decades.

Some of the items on display at the exhibition
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PM: 
Promising 

signs of 
economic 
recovery 

By Loshaun Dixon

More than two years af-
ter the COVID-19 pan-
demic began globally, it 
seems that St Kitts and 
Nevis is positioned to 
recover economically 
from the pandemic, 
with near 10 percent 
growth anticipated in 
the Federation this year.

This is according to 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance Dr 
Timothy Harris, who 
said his administration 

acted “quickly and de-
cisively” to the multi-
faceted and complex 
negative eff ects of the 
pandemic.

“Mitigating as far as 
possible the virus’ dam-
age to our people and 
economy through the 
implementation of a 
substantial stimulus 
package, thankfully, 
today, there are promis-
ing signs of economic 
recovery.”

“Our economy is expect-
ed to grow by around 10 

percent this year, and 
while the situation is 
improving, we refuse to 
be complacent or turn a 
blind eye to those who 
may be struggling.  We 
reaffi  rm once again our 
absolute commitment 
to continue supporting 
our neediest citizens and 
residents with eff ective 
and fl exible fi nancial 
support.”

Dr Harris said that the 

federation was on a clear 
pathway to strengthen-
ing its economic resil-
ience within the context 
of the pandemic and oth-
er global risks such as 
the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, with the atten-
dant high costs of fuel 
and agricultural inputs. 

“We have underscored 
our commitment to 
shape and create the 
enabling environment 

to support economic re-
covery and development 
for the benefi t of our 
workers and by exten-
sion every citizen and 
resident. In this regard, 
we are working on a new 
Economic Recovery and 
Growth Strategy.”

He also hailed the eff orts 
of workers, citizens, and 
residents in assisting in 
“gradually turning the 
corner” and looking 

ahead to lives and live-
lihoods getting back on 
track. 

“I record our endur-
ing gratitude to all our 
front-line workers, in-
cluding our health and 
security workforce, 
for the success in the 
implementation of our 
life-fi rst strategy which 
has served our Nation 
well.”

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Dr Timothy Harris
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Governor-General 
‘powerless’ to remove PM

By Loshaun Dixon

The letter from six 
members of the Cabinet, 
to Governor-General 
Sir Tapley Seaton, stat-
ing they no longer sup-
port the Prime Minister 
Dr Timothy Harris and 
want him removed and 
a new Prime Minister 

appointed, has been 
negated, with the 
Governor-General in-
dicating that he has no 
powers to do so.

In a letter late in April, 
six of the seven elected 
members of the People’s 
Action Movement and 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement wrote to 

G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l 
Tapley Seaton, noting 
that they no longer sup-
port Dr Harris as Prime 
Minister. They have 
since fi led a Motion of 
No Confi dence (MONC) 
in Dr Harris.

The Governor-General 
in response to the letter, 
had said that he would 

like to seek legal advice 
on the matter.

In a letter dated May 
3, 2022, the Governor-
General said he had 
no authority to fulfi l 
the request of the ini-
tial letter to remove 
PM Harris and appoint 
Shawn Richards as 
Prime Minister. “I have 

reviewed your commu-
nication requesting the 
Governor-General to re-
move the Prime Minister 
and to appoint another 
Minister in his stead. I 
wish to advise that under 
our Constitution no such 
power resides in the 
Governor-General and I 
am therefore unable to 
accede to your request.”

Last week, the Speaker 
of the National Assembly 
wrote to Richards in-
forming him that he 
would be seeking legal 
advice with regards to 
the MONC fi led against 
the Government they are 
a part of.

This week, lawyer and 
former Minister of 
Government Dwyer 
Astaphan in a statement 
questioned if the MoNC 
fi led by still sitting 
Cabinet ministers was 
valid.

“I think that if there is a 
defect in that Motion of 
No Confi dence, it would 
be related to the fact that 
when it was fi led, the 
six gentlemen were still 
members of the cabinet. 
Maybe they are still 
members of the cabinet 
as we speak.

“I say this because there 
is a view that it would be 
at best awkward, and at 
worst unacceptable, for 
cabinet ministers to be 
signatories to a Motion 
of No Confi dence 
against an administra-
tion of which they are 
members.”

He added that people 
who hold that view 
think that the six gen-
tlemen should have 

fi rst resigned from the 
cabinet.

Astaphan also ques-
tioned why they did 
not sign a formal group 
resignation letter be-
fore their letter to the 
Governor-General, and 
address their resigna-
tion letter to the Prime 
Minister, enclose a 
copy of that letter to the 
Governor-General and 
then inform the country 
accordingly.

“Would that then re-
move any doubts and 
potential delays? On the 
other hand, you may ask 
whether upon notifying 
the Governor-General 
of their lost trust and 
confi dence in the Prime 
Minister and their inten-
tion to bring a MONC 
against the govern-
ment and cabinet, their 
respective ministerial 
portfolios would have 
automatically ended.

“You may think that 
by their letter to the 
Governor-General, the 
six gentlemen automati-
cally and eff ectively ter-
minated themselves as 
Cabinet Ministers there 
and then.”

Astaphan added that the 
motion may be defec-
tive without the resigna-
tion of the six-member 
group who may need to 
resign, amend their mo-
tion of no confi dence, or 
prepare a new one.

He said under the 
Westminster system, the 
opposition would usu-
ally be the ones to fi le 
a motion of no confi -
dence, not government 
members.

Governor-General Sir Tapley Seaton
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SKN to ditch Queen?
By Loshaun Dixon 

St Kitts and Nevis 
could move to become a 
Republic - removing the 
Queen as the Head of 
State and fully cutting 
ties with the colonial 
past.

This revelation came 
from two leaders of 
political parties, who 
have disclosed their 
intentions to make the 
move, following in the 
footsteps of several 
Caribbean countries.

The current Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Leader of the Peoples 
Action Movement 
(PAM) Shawn Richards 
and Leader of the St. 
Kitts-Nevis Labour 
Party (SKNLP) Dr 
Terrance Drew, were the 
fi rst to announce that 
intention if his party 
was to be successful at 
an anticipated election. 
“Looking ahead to a 

fresh start, the following 
should off er a glimpse of 
our vision for the future. 
The pillars of our future 
economy, political and 
social development 
will include, but not be 
limited to the full actu-
alization of our politi-
cal aspirations to chart 
our own destiny under 
a Republican system 
of government where a 
Kittitian or Nevisian sits 

as our Head of State.

“The advancement of 
the decade has taught us 
that the time has come 
for St. Kitts and Nevis to 
review its monarchical 
system of government, 
and to begin the dialogue 
to advance to a new status, 
just as Trinidad, Guyana, 
Dominica and now 
Barbados have done in the 

past,” Richards said.

He added that the deci-
sion would be bipartisan, 
noting all would have an 
opportunity on the way 
forward.

“All political parties, along 
with civil society and the 
youth will have an op-
portunity to guide the way 
forward. These thoughts 
on Republicanism are 

of my own, and I would 
have to dialogue with the 
partners.” 

On Monday, Dr Drew also 
made known of his party’s 
intention to do the same. 
“An SKNLP-led govern-
ment will start the journey 
away from the Monarchy 
to the goal of constitution-
al status as a Republic.”

He said it was time for the 

people of the federation to 
cut ties with the colonial 
past

“The reason why I am 
mentioning this - and I 
would have mentioned it 
even before - is that since 
the fi rst slaves came to 
the shore, and even before 
that the original people 
who lived here, burning 
in their hearts…and I am 
saying to you my people 
that we must start serious 
discussions to have a free 
people and to have total 
liberation here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.” 

In November last year, 
Barbados became the 
world’s newest repub-
lic when it cut ties with 
the British monarchy. In 
recent times, the Prime 
Ministers of Antigua and 
Jamaica indicated they 
also have a similar intent 
to address the matter of 
becoming constitutional 
republics.

Shawn Richards Terrance Drew
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Mom still hopes for “good news” 
10 years after son vanishes

By Monique Washington  

A decade after 17-year-
old Church Ground 
resident Dylon Clarke 
went missing, his mother 
Evette Clarke is still wait-
ing for the delivery of 
“good news” about her 
son’s remains. On April 
28, 2012, Dylon Clarke, 

who was 17 years old at 
the time, left his mom and 
told her he was going for a 
walk, but never returned. 
After being reported miss-
ing to the police, massive 
searches were conducted. 
All proved futile. He has 
never been found.

Speaking with the 
Observer on Tuesday, 

Mrs. Clarke expressed 
the intense emotions she 
continues to feel despite 
the length of time that has 
passed. 

“Sometimes I sit here 
and I wonder if the po-
lice will bring  some 
good news, but I haven’t 
seen any of them. I say to 
myself: Lord, the police 

can’t come and give me 
good news? Where is my 
son? What happened? 
How they treated him? 
Sometimes I don’t want 
to think about it, because 
he is already gone.  When 
God comes we will find 
out. For right now, we 
must live our life.”  

Clarke said that every 

time Dylon’s birthday 
comes she recognizes it.  
And it was no different 
last January 22nd. He 
would have been 27.

“He never got a chance 
to complete his exams 
or graduate or go to col-
lege or work. I’m hop-
ing that one day I will 
find out what happened 
to him. When I speak 
about Dylon I feel bad. 
Sometimes I say to my-
self: ‘look at how my son 
lost his life’. After all the 
talking I did. I’m hoping 
that one day the secret of 
what happened to my son 
will come out,” she said. 

It is alleged that young 
Dylon Clarke wit-
nessed the 2011 murder 
of Zamique Heyliger 
in Charlestown on 
Christmas  Eve night. 
Clarke provided the police 
with a written statement 
pinpointing a teenage 
friend of his, as the one 
who allegedly commit-
ted the offence. The teen 
was subsequently charged 
with Heyliger’s death. 
Clarke’s statement was 
handed over to the sus-
pect’s lawyer. Days after 
being charged, the teen 
was released on bail. The 
details and conditions of 
his bail were never made 
public. 

In May 2012, two United 

States Virgin Islands 
Police Tactical Unit offi-
cers from the K9 depart-
ment arrived on Nevis 
with a cadaver dog. 

The then Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
Robert Liburd confirmed 
that the dog detected the 
scent of a dead body in 
a field at a Cane Garden 
residence of the main 
suspect. The dog alerted 
police twice to the scent 
of human decomposition 
on the said property, but a 
body was never found in 
that location. 

Four months after Clarke 
went missing, all searches 
came to a halt. 

The Observer under-
stands that Clarke’s state-
ment cannot be used in 
court under the Evidence 
Act of 2012. According 
to police sources, his 
statement could only be 
used if he is proven or 
presumed dead. And the 
contents of the statement 
will remain sealed from 
public knowledge. 

The Observer contacted 
the Director of Public 
Prosecution  Valston 
Graham and questioned 
as to the status of the case 
and what happens next. 

“I have to check on that,” 
he replied.

Dylon Clarke
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DOA continues land audit 
By Monique Washington  

The Department of 
Agriculture on Nevis is 
continuing its land audit 
exercise to ensure the 
full usage of agricul-
tural lands for crop and 
livestock farming on the 
island. 

The month of May 
marks the Ministry of 
Agriculture in the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
10th anniversary of 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month. The theme 
this year is ‘Fostering 
Economic Growth 

through Innovation’ 

During his address, 
Minister of Agriculture 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration, Hon. 
Alexis Jeff ers advised 
that the Department 
of Agriculture has en-
gaged in several initia-
tives such as the land 
audit, where they will 
be assessing the alloca-
tions of lands made in 
the past to farmers.  

“This audit is meant to 
identify the lands that 
are being fully utilized 
as they are supposed to 
be, as against those that 

are underutilized which 
should not be the case. 
Upon the conclusion of 
this land audit process, 
the Department will un-
dertake a land redistri-
bution exercise with the 
view of further enhanc-
ing crop and livestock 
production on Nevis,” 
he said. 

When questioned, he 
noted that the process 
has been ongoing. He 
also told The Observer 
that persons who wish 
to farm on agricultural 
lands can make an ap-
plication to the Ministry 

of Agriculture.  

Government lands are 
being leased for approx-
imately $100 per acre 
per year. 

According to the 
Director of Agriculture 
Randy Elliott, between 
500 to 600 acres of land 
is currently being used 
in Nevis for both live-
stock and crop-farming 
purposes. At the end of 
the audit he said, it will 
be determined the exact 
amount currently being 
used.

Farmers cultivate to-
matoes, watermelons, 
bananas, carrots, pump-
kins, cabbage, peppers, 
squash and a host of 
other crops.

Minister Jeff ers also 
highlighted other ini-
tiatives, which include 

a crop scheduling pro-
gram and an animal 
census being employed.

“It is believed that a crop 
scheduling program will 
eliminate the gluts and 
scarcities experienced 
in the past, where there 
is both overproduction 
and underproduction 
at diff erent times in the 
year. The Department is 
also actively engaged in 
an animal census, and 
this we hope would lead 
to a better coordination 
of the meat supply on 
the island. 

“We have put together a 
month of activities (for 
Agriculture Awareness 
Month) in 2022, that 
we hope will continue 
to bolster the Roots, 
Banana & Plantain 
Production (organized 
by IICA /CADRDI) 
Organic Farming 

Workshop – mainly 
for backyard farmers, 
which emphasizes pro-
duction without chemi-
cals, pesticide usage and 
application, and a Post-
Harvest Workshop.”

The workshops are a 
collaborative eff ort be-
tween the Ministry of 
Agriculture and allied 
agencies 

Other activities include 
distributing seedlings 
and fertilizers, an 
awards ceremony and 
cocktail.

“This year as we ob-
serve Agriculture 
Awareness Month and 
its theme, we want to 
continue supporting our 
farmers, which in turn 
supports the economy 
of Nevis,” Jeff ers said.

Minister of Agriculture in the Nevis Island Administration, Hon. Alexis Jeff ers
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SKN Celebrates The Commitment And 
Sacrifi ce Of Its Fire And Rescue Offi  cers

(SKNIS):

On Wednesday, May 04, 2022, mem-
bers of the St. Kitts and Nevis Fire and 
Rescue Services (SKNFRS) staged 
a Fun Run through the streets of 
Basseterre and also held an Open Day 
at Independence Square as they observe 
a week of activities to commemorate 
International Firefi ghters’ Day.

The Fun Run saw the offi  cers, escorted 
by a fi re appliance with siren and fl ash-
ing lights, leave the Basseterre Fire 
Station and turn left down Sand Down 

Road. The contingent turned right onto 
the Bay Road, turned right up Fort 
Street, left onto Cayon Street, down 
Church Street, and left onto Liverpool 
Row. The offi  cers took a break at The 
Circus and executed a simulated drill 
before returning to the Basseterre Fire 
Station.

Meanwhile, the Open Day welcomed 
school students and members of the 
general public who took the oppor-
tunity to learn more about gear and 
equipment used by offi  cers during fi re 
extinguishing, and search and rescue 
operations. Items on display included 

fi refi ghting jackets; dress uniforms and 
boots; fi re hoses and pumps; portable 
oxygen tanks; as well as the jaws of life 
and more.

The week of activities began on Sunday 
(May 01) with church services at the 
Antioch Baptist Church in St. Kitts and 
the Wesleyan Holiness in Nevis. On 
Monday (May 02) care packages were 
distributed to elderly care facilities and 
the Children’s Homes throughout the 
Federation. A fi re drill was held in 
Nevis on Tuesday (May 03).

Acting Chief Fire Offi  cer Garfi eld 

Hodge thanked the public for the ongo-
ing support given to the men and wom-
en of the SKNFRS. He noted that the 
activities were designed to engage the 
public and he invited all to the cricket 
competition at the E. T. Willet Park 
in Nevis on Thursday (May 05), Fire 
Drills Competition at Port Zante at 1 
p.m. on Friday (May 06), and a Fun and 
Sports Day at the Newtown Playing 
Field on Saturday (May 07).

International Firefi ghters’ Day is ob-
served annually on May 04.
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Vacancy
Two Sales person 

 Kalimata INC, Unit 100 Building 14 Port Zante
Email: Hareshsadarangi@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Looking for an experienced  Salon 

and spa equipment technician.
Should know plumbing along with expertise on 
serving ,repairing all salon and spa equipment 

email your resume to chopshopskb@gmail.com.

Vacancy
Looking for SALES MANAGER 

- 3 POSITIONS
ROYAL GEMS LTD
Building 23, Unit -6

Port Zante
Basseterre, St.Kitts

Phone: +1869 466 8441

Experienced reliable chef wanted for 
busy Frigate Bay Venue. Full Time.

Must be Trained in Mexican Cuisine. 
Minimum two years experience 

Email: coconutgrovestkitts@gmail.com

WANTED

One (1) Certifi ed Dive Instructor for 
employment by Dive St. Kitts.

Please send application and ré-
sumé to dive@divestkitts.com 

Application to be submitted no 
later than 21 March, 2022.

Land for Sale
Brown Hill, Nevis

6,077.20 sq, ft. for $45,000.00
Tel # 663-9729

For Sale: 
House on 2 acres

Jessups Estate
$1.85 million USD

469-1093 or 
nevishouses@gmail.com

VACANCY FOR CARPENTER 
RICKY’S CONSTRUCTION 
1-869-762-8412/1869-667-8412

SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST FIVE 
(5) YEARS EXPERIENCE 

MUST HAVE A STANDARD 
DIVERS LICENSES 

MUST BE FULLY EQUIPPED 
HOURS MUST BE FLEXIBLE 

"DPPLS - Job Vacancy - Pool Tech"

Pool Technician duties include mixing 
chemicals, testing water and maintaining 
the appropriate balance of chlorine and 
PH in the water, cleaning and scrubbing 
pools, other duties are to install, service 

and repair water fi lters and pumps.

Contact: Den @ 667-6203 
or Shelly @ 760-6244

Looking for a live in maid ,who can cook Indian 
and continental cuisine . Other duties will be 
cleaning,laundry,ironing. 
Contact - yasminyajmom@gmail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
11,377 SQUARE FEET WITH 

DWELLING HOUSE
KADES CRESCENT/KADES 

BAY ESTATE, NEVIS 
$275,000.00 USD

CONTACT: 869-469-6757

Vacancy
Indian Summer Lounge & Grill

St kitts, Frigate Bay
Needs A Restaurant Manager

Five Years Experience
Contact# 662-9911

Vacancy
ABC Car Hire is seeking a North American 
liaison for both admin work and roadside 
assistance. Must have 10 years driving ex-
perience and clean driving record. Please 
send resume to thesaltyexpat@gmail.com

Looking for Sales Associate with 6-8 
years of experience in electonics n 

appliance . Contact P.O. Box 28

VACANCY
Aida's Beauty Salon

is looking for a salon assistant
Contact :869 465-8868/ 869 662-6767

Vacancy
"Comfort Airco is actively look-
ing to hire a project manager for 

their operation in St. Kitts.
1. Bachelor Degree in Mechanical 

or Civil Engineering.
2. Solid knowledge in me-
chanical work is a must.

3. Minimum of 3 years experience.
Please forward your resume at 

comfortairco@yahoo.com"

Vacancy
Fusion Metal Studio

Needs a Welder/ Fabricator and a Machinist
Contact# 765-1607/ 661-1607/469-1607

Vacancy
So Chic Beautique

Nail Technician
Contact# 765-2560

Vacancy
Bananas is looking for a Full-Time experi-

enced cook.  The cook must be able to work 
fl exible hours and have experience in Patry.  

Interested persons are asked to call 469-1891 
or email gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com
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UNESCO Delivers Strong Technical 
Support To St. Kitts And Nevis

(SKNIS): 

UNESCO continues to 
deliver strong technical 
support to the Federation 
in areas such as educa-
tion, sport, biodiversity 
and social frameworks, 
said Dorothy Warner, 
Secretary-General of 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Commission 
for UNESCO, during 
her May 04 appearance 
on ‘Working for You.’

“UNESCO has been 
off ering technical sup-
port in a lot of diff erent 
areas primarily in the 
area of the participation 
projects. We see that 
over the years we have 
benefi ted from a lot of 
the funds that UNESCO 
has sent on the ground 
and of the technical as-
sistance through consul-
tants who have come to 

do capacity-building in 
terms of policy devel-
opment etc.,” said Ms. 
Warner. “We speak of 
policies like the Youth 
Policy and Sport Policy. 
We have just completed 
the Gender Policy – two 
phases. We also had as-
sistance in education 
where we are looking at 
the professionalizing of 

the teaching force and 
we look at support to the 
culture department and 
the development of cul-
ture in terms of the in-
tangible cultural heritage 
and all those other social 
sciences and so on,” she 
added.

The Secretary-General 
said that UNESCO will 

continue to have a pres-
ence in St. Kitts and 
Nevis and encouraged 
people to learn more 
about the organization.

“UNESCO is really do-
ing quite a lot of work in 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
the people are benefi ting, 
and so we are saying that 
we want to be able to, 

in this programme and 
every day, to let people 
know what UNESCO 
is doing so that they 
can further support and 
appreciate UNESCO 
to kind of raise the vis-
ibility of UNESCO in 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” she 
said.

His Excellency Dr. 
David Doyle, St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ Ambassador 
to UNESCO spoke 
to three “specifi c and 
very tangible projects” 
funded by UNESCO 
in relation to technical 
assistance.

“In intangible cultural 
heritage, this is one of 
the fl agship projects of 
UNESCO and it helps 
member states like ours 
to identify documents, 
preserve, conserve 
and promote all forms 
of intangible cultural 

heritage. It is largely 
focused on creative 
industries but also ob-
jects and items, music, 
singing, etc. for which 
this country has a very 
rich heritage…,” said 
Ambassador Doyle.

The second project in-
volves the follow-up 
to the development of 
a sports policy frame-
work for St. Kitts and 
Nevis, while the third is 
in relation to the World 
Heritage Programme 
where “we are looking 
at identifying from a list 
of existing well-docu-
mented historical heri-
tage sites across St. Kitts 
and Nevis that would 
be considered as being 
eligible for consider-
ation by UNESCO, 
ultimately to be put 
forward to this World 
Heritage list,” said Dr. 
Doyle. 
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Government announces plans 
to ease the squeeze 

By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of St 
Kitts and Nevis this week 
announced measures 
that will seek to ease the 
burden on Kittitians and 
Nevisians, caused by in-
flation globally.

Prime Minister Dr 
Timothy Harris in de-
livering his Labour Day 
message on Monday 
announced a significant 
salary increase for gov-
ernment workers and pen-
sioners, as well as other 
economic measures.

Dr Harris said that last 
Thursday the Cabinet 
received a full presenta-
tion on some initiatives 
that can be taken “to help 
our people cope with the 
high cost of living which 
is driven by external 
forces”.  

He said it was also im-
portant to highlight the 
critical measures taken to 
directly improve the lives 
and working conditions 
of Civil Servants. 

“Today, I am pleased to 
announce that my gov-
ernment has determined 
that our Civil Servants, 
Pensioners and STEP 
workers will benefit from 
an increase in wages, 
salaries and pensions at a 
rate of 10%, retroactive to 
January 2022. This is an-
other clear example of our 
investment in our people, 
as we put more money 
in the pockets of a large 
number of our citizens 
and residents.”  

Dr Harris explained 
that the resources will 
translate to increased 
purchasing power for ap-
proximately 4,000 sala-
ried Civil Servants, 1,064 
Government Auxiliary 
Employees, 1,365 
Pensioners and 2,800 
STEP workers.  

“This also has the great 
potential to propel in-
creased economic ac-
tivities which will, in turn, 

contribute to the econom-
ic recovery and stimulate 
job creation across the 
Federation.”

Dr Harris also informed 
on the process to regu-
larize STEP workers, 
and add them to the civil 
service.

“As we express appre-
ciation for workers, I am 
elated to share the fact 
that we have reached an 
important milestone in 
the task of regularizing 
the STEP workers. The 
Select Committee and 
the Human Resource 
Management Department 
have successfully com-
pleted the work necessary 
to facilitate the integration 
of the first group of STEP 
workers into the Public 
Service as Government 
Auxiliary Employees.”

The prime minister dis-
closed that over the last 
two weeks, hundreds of 
persons have received let-
ters offering permanent 
employment with the 
Government. 

“Many doubted that we 
would get this far, but I 
say glory to God for His 
many blessings on our 
workers and our Country. 
These workers can now 

enjoy greater job security 
and their due rewards for 
their contribution to the 
work of the Government. 

“The regularization of the 
remaining STEP work-
ers will be pursued over 
the coming months.  This 
is clearly an example of 
our government invest-
ing in our people, as we 
provide better job security 
for a relatively large num-
ber of our citizens and 
residents.”

Addressing measures that 
would have greater eco-
nomic relief to the wider 
population, Dr Harris an-
nounced short-term fiscal 
policy measures that have 
been adopted for immedi-
ate implementation.

“On April 13, 2022, the 
Government granted ap-
proval to amend the price 
build-up for gasoline, 
such that the increase in 
prices at the pump would 
be moderated. The Excise 
Tax on the importation 
of fuel was reduced from 
$2.25 per gallon to $0.95.  
This significant reduction 
will be in place from April 
to September 2022.

“The Government also 
granted an increase in 
the Gas Station Dealers 

Margin by $0.30.  In addi-
tion to the amendment to 
the price build-up for gas-
oline, we will extend the 
Fuel Subsidy Programme 
for an additional six 
months until September 
2022.”

Dr Harris said these mea-
sures are being done to 
mitigate the cost of fuel at 
the pump, and to keep the 
cost of public transporta-
tion affordable.

He also revealed that they 
will extend the Income 
and Disability Support 
Programmes for an ad-
ditional three months run-
ning up to June 2022.  

“This will further assist 
workers who remain un-
employed, are on signifi-
cantly reduced wages, or 
have additional expenses 
from caring for children 
with disabilities.  Several 
heads of households have 
told me how beneficial 
disability support has 
been to their families. I 
am happy that my gov-
ernment will extend this 
support.”

The prime minister also 
announced the reintro-
duction of the duty-free 
allowance that is usu-
ally permitted during 

December, on the im-
portation of food items 
by non-commercial im-
porters from May 01 to 
September 30, 2022. 

“This will be the longest 
period that such generous 
concessions have been 
granted to our people. 
This initiative would al-
low households to import 
500 pounds of food items 
free of duties and taxes.  
This measure will benefit 
persons on low incomes 
who spend a higher por-
tion of their earnings on 
food.”

He added that they will 
also place an eight-
month cap on the freight 
cost that is used in the 
calculation of duties and 
taxes that are paid on the 
importation of goods.  

“The cap will be set at 
the average freight cost 
for 2019, the year imme-
diately preceding the on-
set of the pandemic.  It is 
anticipated that this cap 
would help to moderate 
the rise in prices that is 
being observed as a re-
sult of increased freight 
costs.”

Dr Harris also affirmed 
that it was his wish for 
the savings to be passed 

on to the consumers.

“Let me take this op-
portunity to make very 
clear this Government’s 
firm expectation that all 
suppliers must pass on 
the benefit of this con-
cession to consumers, 
who face rising prices. 
The Department of 
Consumer Affairs will 
enhance monitoring 
of these developments 
to ensure that savings 
are passed on to the 
consumers.”

He also claimed that the 
government will extend, 
for a 6-month period, 
the removal of VAT and 
Import Duty on hygiene 
items and the removal 
of Import Duty and 
Customs Service Charge 
on selected items such 
as vegetables, fruits, and 
fruit juices, cough and 
cold preparations and vi-
tamin supplements.   

“We have articulated 
a coherent and far-
reaching set of policies 
intended to extend social 
protection for workers 
and to protect workers’ 
interests. Over the years, 
we have demonstrated 
our solidarity with work-
ers, through the support 
provided to workers’ 
unions.”

Dr Harris also prom-
ised his administration’s 
commitment to the inter-
nationally-accepted con-
cept of Building Back 
Better. 

“This is already dem-
onstrated in our peo-
ple-centred policies, 
highlighted earlier, and 
our 2022 capital invest-
ment programme which 
supports investments of 
$180.4 million.”

He revealed that during 
this quarter they will 
speed up the imple-
mentation of capital 
programmes to generate 
jobs and provide work 
for those citizens and 
residents who are in 
search of work.

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris in office at GHQ
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Brantley: 
Nevis’ Airport 

not sold or 
leased

By Monique Washington 

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley has shut down 
all rumours that the lone airport on Nevis, Vance 
Amory International, has been sold or leased. 

On Wednesday (May 4) The Observer questioned 
Premier Brantley as to the allegations of the sale 
of the Airport, and he categorically stated that the 
claims are false.

He did reveal however that “we are looking to part-
ner for its development and will share details if a 
deal materializes…but no sale and no lease.” 

In 2019, the Nevis Island Administration (NIA), 
the Nevis Air and Seaport Authority and B&L 
Worldwide signed an agreement to lease and make 
major improvements to Vance Amory International 
Airport (VAIA). 

The then Legal counsel and Marketing Director for 
B&L, Jonel Powell, noted that the intention was not 
to “takeover” the airport, but to expand and upgrade 
the facility. The plans included the construction of 
a private jet facility, introducing at least one major 
airline, and increasing the traffi  c at the airport. 

The NIA gave the company six months to produce 
plans and fi nancial backing for the project. If they 
did not fi nd the fi nances, the NIA would have re-
served the right to terminate at that point in time. 

In 2020, the Premier revealed that that B&L pro-
posal was squashed. 

“B & L Enterprises had proposed a very ambitious 
project which was to create a transportation hub 
here on Nevis. That was the project that was be-
ing discussed. During this period, we have written 
to B&L to say that we would not wish to continue 
with that project on that scale.” 

Brantley also noted in 2020 that what they were pro-
posing to do at the Vance Amory International 
Airport was a much reduced scale project, and they 
had asked B&L to participate in that project. 

He said that they wanted to do some work to make 
the airport viable for private jet traffi  c and for re-
gional traffi  c in particular, rather than what was an-
ticipated, which was to create an international hub 
that was to bring long-haul fl ights from Europe etc. 

The Observer understands that there are two regu-
lar airlines that frequent the VAIA - TransAnguilla, 
three times per week and Coastal Air once per 
week.  Because of Covid-19 restrictions, other 
fl ights are privately chartered. Airlines such as 
AirSunshine and CAPE have not returned as yet. 
Though the airport now has limited fl ights, all staff  
has been maintained. 

Vance Amory International Airport not sold
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‘Sugar Mas’ to keep 
the virtual element

By Loshaun Dixon 

With the restrictions of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic seemingly in the past, 
plans for Sugar Mas 51, 
set for later this year 
into early next year, 
will look to still incor-
porate elements of the 
virtual experience ad-
opted over the past two 
carnivals because of the 
pandemic, as well as the 
traditional activities.

Minister of Culture 
Jonel Powell said that 
according to the lessons 
that were learnt during 
the last two carnivals, a 
hybrid approach is nec-
essary going forward

“We do appreciate that 
based on the lessons we 
have learnt going for-
ward it must be a fused 
eff ort.”

He said there is the in-
tention to keep the virtu-
al aspect, while mixing 
it with the traditional 

ways of celebrating.

“We intend to main-
tain a lot of the virtual 
aspects of the carnival, 
because it has allowed 
a lot of persons who do 
not traditionally attend 
the events to attend. 
It allows for nationals 
home and abroad, in 
particular, to be able to 
join in.”

He added that one of 
the reasons behind the 
new approach was the 
success of some of the 
shows during Sugar 
Mas 50, that had a 
virtual and in-person 
element.

“As we would have 
indicated through 
our Carnival Chair 
Shannon Hawley, the 
Miss St Kitts Pageant 
would have generated 
signifi cant revenue as 
a result of the pay per 
view aspect of it.” 

Powell also indicated 
that planning has begun 

for Sugar Mas 51, with 
the intention to return 
to street activities fol-
lowing the pandemic

“We are still planning 
for carnival this year, 
and the intention is for 
us to be back on the 
road in terms of our 
road events and street 
activities.”

For Sugar Mas 50, 
several shows made a 
return after not featur-
ing in Sugar Mas 49. 
The National Carnival 
Queen Pageant, The 
National Swimwear 
Pageant and Soca 
Monarch were among 
some of the activities 
that returned with a vir-
tual aspect.

Carnival in St. Kitts 
and Nevis began in 
1957 and was offi  -
cially nationalized by 
the cabinet through 
the National Carnival 
Act of 1971. In 2010 it 
was rebranded as Sugar 
Mas.

Minister of Culture Jonel Powell
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Nicholas Pooran Appointed West 
Indies Men’s Odi And T20i Captain

Cricket West Indies 
(CWI) today con-
firmed the appoint-
ment of Nicholas 
Pooran as the West 
Indies Men’s One-
Day International 
(ODI) and T20 
International (T20I) 
captain, following 
the international re-
tirement of Kieron 
Pollard.

Pooran will take over 
the captaincy for the 
West Indies ODI and 

T20I teams after be-
ing Pollard’s deputy 
over the last year. The 
appointment will in-
clude the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup in 
2022 and the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World 
Cup in October 2023.  
Shai Hope has been 
recommended to 
stand as vice-captain 
of the ODI team.

CWI’s Director 
of Cricket Jimmy 
Adams said: “We 

believe Nicholas is 
ready for the chal-
lenge of leading our 
white ball teams 
given his experience, 
performances, and 
the respect he has 
within the playing 
group.  The Selection 
Panel believes that 
Nicholas has matured 
as a player and were 
impressed with his 
leadership of both 
teams when Kieron 

Cont'd on Page 23
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Pollard had been 
absent. The experi-
ence he has gathered 
playing in various 
franchise leagues 
around the world was 
also a factor in the 
decision to recom-
mend him for the T20 
captaincy.”

Pooran has al-
ready captained the 

West Indies Men in 
Pollard’s absence, 
leading them to a 
CG Insurance T20I 
Series win at home 
against Australia in 
2021. 

The left-handed wick-
etkeeper/batsman has 
eight half-centuries 
and an ODI century 
to his name. He has 
also scored eight T20I 
half-centuries for the 
West Indies Senior 

Men’s team. He first 
burst onto the cricket 
scene representing the 
West Indies Under-19 
team at the 2014 ICC 
Men’s U19 World 
Cup, smashing 303 
runs from six matches.

CWI President Ricky 
Skerritt congratulated 
Pooran on his appoint-
ment saying, “Nicholas 
Pooran is a specially 
gifted cricketer, and 
the right person to 

take over the white 
ball captaincy. We are 
confident that he will 
continue to climb the 
leadership learning 
curve speedily, and 
successfully. I ap-
peal to all West Indies 
cricket stakeholders to 
give Nicholas the sup-
port and encourage-
ment that he deserves.”

Pooran expressed his 
delight in his appoint-
ment saying, “I am 

truly honored to be 
appointed captain of 
the West Indies team. I 
am following the foot-
steps of several giants 
of the game who have 
created an amazing 
legacy for West Indies 
cricket. This is indeed 
a prestigious role, a 
pivotal position in the 
West Indian society, 
as cricket is the force 
that brings us all West 
Indians together. To 
be named captain is 

indeed the highlight of 
my career so far and I 
want to drive the team 
forward to accomplish 
great things on the 
field for our fans and 
loyal supporters.”

His first outing as cap-
tain will be the three 
away ODIs against 
The Netherlands in 
Amstelveen starting 
May 31 which form 
part of the ICC World 
Cup Super League.

Nicholas Pooran Appointed West Indies 
Men’s Odi And T20i Captain CONT'D

Cont'd from Page 22
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