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St. Kitts and Nevis wins Destination
Stewardship Award
St. Kitts and Nevis
won the Destination
Stewardship
Award
earlier this week at
the World Travel
and Tourism Council
(WTTC) 2019 Tourism
for Tomorrow Awards in
Seville, Spain.
On Feb.5, Diannille
Ta y l o r - W i l l i a m s ,
Assistant Secretary in
the Ministry of Tourism
and Chairperson of the
St. Kitts Sustainable
Destination Council announced that the St. Kitts
Sustainable Destination
Council was one of three
finalists for the WTTC
2019 Tourism
for
Tomorrow Award in the
category of Destination
Stewardship. The other
two finalists were Grupo
Rio da Prata, Jardim
and Bonito, Brazil, and
Masungi Georeserve,
the Philippines.

in St. Kitts. At the time
of the announcement
of the finalists, TaylorWilliams said, “this is
a big step forward for
little St. Kitts,” considering that there were only
two Caribbean countries
listed as finalists for
the 2019 Tourism for
Tomorrow Awards—the
second being Bucuti
and Tara Beach Resort,
Aruba, which is a finalist
for the Climate Action
Award. Taylor-Williams
said that the award nomination had garnered
worldwide attention.

“One of our international
partners said to us: ‘Do
you understand what
this is? This is like the
Grammy or the Emmy
of Sustainable Tourism.
It’s a big deal. Even if
you don’t win, just being
a finalist for the Tourism
for Tomorrow Awards is
a big deal,’” she said at
According to the web- the time.
site www.wttc.org, The
accolade for the award of According to the WTTC,
Destination Stewardship “The Tomorrow Award
“is presented to organi- Winners are highly
zations helping a place commended and recto thrive and bring for- ognized for business
ward its unique identity practices of the highest
for the benefit of its resi- standards that balance
the needs of ‘people,
dents and tourists.”
planet and profits’
The
Sustainable within the Travel and
Destination
Council Tourism Sector.”
was established in
November 2013, and is The WTTC further
an advisory body made states: “Our 2019
up of public and private Winners promote inrepresentatives with an clusive growth and
interest in sustainable illustrate a strong comtourism development mitment to supporting
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Negotiations for visa-free access
with Canada ongoing
By Loshaun Dixon

Efforts to have visafree access restored for
St. Kitts and Nevis nationals to Canada have
not yet been successful,
but officials believe they
have “moved the needle” during negotiations,
High Commissioner to
Canada Sherry Tross
said on Monday.
“It is hard to change a
decision once it is made
but there are a lot of discussions ongoing, a lot
of negotiations.
We believe we will be
able to see some change.
We continue to put pressure, we continue to
engage and consult and
that is the work of diplomacy,” Tross said.
“I feel very confident
The Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis is represented at the Awards by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Carlene Henry-Morton, and Diannille Taylor Williams.

business leaders, NGO
and
governmental
representatives
who
narrowed down the
list of 183 applicants
to just 15 finalists.
The three-stage judging process included a
thorough review of all
applicants, followed by
on-site evaluations of
the Finalists and their
initiatives.

change and transformation in business
practices and consumer
behaviour towards a
more environmentally
conscious sector.”

Award;
Awamaki,
Peru—Social Impact
Award; and SEE Turtles,
USA—Changemakers
Award.

From a total of 15 finalists in five categories, the other winners
were Bucuti & Tara
Beach Resort, Aruba—
Climate Action Award;
Lemon Tree Hotels
Limited,
India—
Investing in People

The Awards are judged
by a panel of independent experts led
by Professor Graham
Miller,
Executive
Dean, Professor of
Sustainability
in
Business, University
of Surrey. The panel The Awards, now in
included academics, their 15th year, take

place to celebrate
inspirational, worldchanging tourism for
initiatives around the
globe.
The Federation of
St. Kitts and Nevis
is represented at the
Awards by Permanent
Secretary
in
the
Ministry of Tourism,
Carlene Henry-Morton,
and Diannille Taylor
Williams.
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St. Kitts and Nevis High Commissioner to Canada Sherry Tross speaks at a press
briefing on Monday.

that the conversations Canada we want them
are helping to move the to raise this issue with
their counterparts in
needle.”
Ottawa,” Tross said.
The ability for citizens
of St. Kitts and Nevis She added that changto travel to Canada visa- ing the policy would
free was removed by be difficult as the issue
the Canadian govern- was “politically sensiment in 2014. At the tive” for Canada.
time, the decision was
made to address secu- Tross said they are
rity concerns around also in consultation
Federation passport with Canadian memholders entering the bers of parliament,
the private sector and
country.
with the St Kitts and
“It is the single issue Nevis diaspora there
that I have discussed to help restore visamost with officials in free travel. She said
the Federation was
Canada,” Tross said.
still working to build
She said said they had its relationship with
adopted an “all of gov- Canada.
ernment approach” to
lobbying for the return “We want to ensure
that the relationship is
of visa-free travel.
strengthened, it con“Whenever a minister tinues to grow.”
is on the ground in
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EDITORIAL

The nothing
option
Sit tight. Wait. Do not interfere. It’s an internal struggle. This seems to be
the position CARICOM has taken concerning Venezuela.
We always knew it was going to be difficult to intervene, given how helpful Venezuela has been to us under the Petrocaribe arrangement. Yet it
is that same agreement that cries out for us to take a stand, one way or
another. The people of that country deserve their happiness.
Maybe if America had spoken to CARICOM as a group, there could have
made some progress, but instead, only a handful of Prime Ministers were
spoken to, and it appears that the few, having had the invitation, did not
consult with their colleagues- that is, if the comment by St. Vincent & the
Grenadines is being correctly interpreted.
Venezuela has become the new battle ground where powers and political will of the superpowers is to be tested. On the one hand is Russia
and China (and Cuba?) and on the other is America (and possibly a few
Caricom countries). Russia has sent troops and aid; it has announced that
it has boots on the ground. America has been talking and applying sanctions but has announced little else. We cannot say for sure that it has no
government boots in Venezuela.
In similar fashion, CARICOM seems divided; or rather seems to have
been divided. There is no consensus, and the people, caught in the middle,
continue to suffer. Our Nero’s are fiddling while Rome burns!
Ideally, the solution is for the Venezuelan people to be able to choose who
they wish to be their leader in a free and fair manner, overseen by strong
independent observers. Maduro also needs to acknowledge the suffering
of his people and allow relief through. It is still Maduro who holds the
reigns of office, regardless of how he got into office. In fact, it was at that
time that international action was required, to stave off this very situation.
The damage was easier to control then.
The Venezuelans have been our friends. Their oil has aided tremendously
in our development on shore and off. Their generousity even during their
moments of need has been biblical in scope. It is time to reach out and
help them. Doing nothing should not be the preferred option.
Viva Venezuela!
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Appeals made
in Diplomatic
Passport Case
him to be a partliamentary representative
in St. Kitts and Nevis.
An
appeal
case The court instead ruled
over Leader of the for Douglas, allowing
Opposition Dr. Denzil him to keep his seat.
Douglas’ possession
of a Dominican pass- Byron said they had
port has been filed filed an appeal in the
by Attorney General Court of Appeal as
well as an application
Vincent Byron.
for an expited appeal
In February, Douglas that was heard by a
won a court case over judge in St. Lucia and
a diplomatic passport was granted. Byron
that had been issued to said they are waiting
for the Court of Appeal
him by Dominica.
to set a date.
The government had
argued in the High Byron said that while
Court that Douglas’ the government acpossession of the cepted the high court
passport was an ac- ruling as law, they
knowledgement of al- believed not appeallegiance to a foreign ing it would set a bad
state,
disqualifying precedent for other
By Loshuan Dixon

parliamentarians.
“If the judgement as
handed down stands,
it means that every
member of parliament,
on any side of aisle,
can have a passport
from any island in the
caribbean who is a
friendly government,”
said Byron.
Byron argued that
members of parliament
having more than one
passport would make
a mockery of Section
28 of the constitution
which reads, ““a person shall not be qualified to be elected or
appointed as a member
if he is by virtue of
his own act under any
acknowledgement of

Attorney General of St. Kitts and Nevis Vincent Byron speaks at a press briefing on
Tuesday.

allegiance, obedience framers of the constituor adherence to a for- tion saw someone who
eign power or state.”
showed adherence or
allegiance to a for“We
believe
the eign state had divided

loyalty and could not
fully represent St. Kitts
and Nevis,” Byron
said.
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Brantley
warns “not
serious”
developers
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Scholarship
promotes civic
mindedness
and academic
excellence

By Monique Washington
If prospective developers are not prepared to begin their projects, then “Nevis is not for them,
they must go elsewhere,” warned Premier Hon
Mark Brantley.

LOCAL NEWS

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley

There are several approved projects on Nevis but
only about one in five have begun.
Data from the Department of Physical Planning
says between 2011-2015 there were 25 proposed
hotel projects on Nevis: two in St. Paul’s, nine in
St. Thomas, 11 in St. James, two in St. Georges’
and one in St. Johns.
The Nevis Island Administration (NIA) has
given concessional support to the private sector development projects such as a 126-room
condo development at Tamarind Cove, villas at the Four Seasons Resort Estate and the
Mount Nevis Hotel expansion.
“We have had a lot of projects approved and
very few of those projects have come to fruition
for a variety of reasons,” Brantley said.
He said the NIA had decided to take a different
approach with new developers, ending “openended approval” which did not create time
frames for development.
“We have now instituted a system where they get
an approval which is 18 months. We say to them,
‘within the 18 months if you can’t get your project going you will have to come back to us’. You
would have to come back to us and explain to us
what the problem is because we have no time to
waste with people who come and all they have is
promises,” Brantley said.
“We want genuine investors who can come and
make things happen.”
Brantley said the “number one” problem developers had in starting their projects is that they do
not have financing.
“We have developers who have all kinds of projects that put up big billboards to say they are
coming and then nothing materialises for a number of reasons,” he said.
“A lot of the so-called developers don’t have the
resources to do these developments.”
Brantley said that developers must now show
some source of funding. If funding does not
arrive, and the projects do not begin after 18
months, developers must reapply for approval.
Brantley said this would make way for “serious
people” who had development projects.

The Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis is represented at the Awards by Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Carlene Henry-Morton, and Diannille Taylor Williams.

NAGICO Insurances (St. Kitts
and Nevis) has partnered with the
William Marcus Natta Memorial
Scholarship Fund to promote
civic-mindedness and academic
excellence. In a brief ceremony to
commemorate the new partnership,
NAGICO donated EC$3,000 to the
Scholarship Fund on March 27.
“NAGICO believes in supporting
the communities in which we serve.
We pride ourselves in supporting
our youths to build a better tomorrow for all. Investing in the next
generation is like planting a seed
and watching it grow over time, to
ensure that St. Kitts and Nevis will
have a bright future,” said NAGICO
Branch Manager, Mr Amit Mohabir.
“This is what we have done with the
William Marcus Natta Memorial
Scholarship Fund and NAGICO is
a proud partner of your 2019 scholarship programme. Not only are we
happy to support you today, but we
look forward to many, many more
years of developing the Federation
together with you.”
Established on April 8, 2010, the
William Marcus Natta Memorial
Scholarship Fund encourages primary school students in St. Kitts
and Nevis to strive for academic and
civic excellence. The Scholarship
Fund provides financial and

educational assistance to students
from low-income families who display academic excellence, exhibit
sound moral character and a strong
sense of community service. The
founding committee pioneered the
Scholarship Fund at Tucker-Clarke
Primary School (2010) and expanded the scholarship to students of the
Irishtown Primary School in 2016.
“We are extremely grateful to
NAGICO for recognising and supporting the work of our Scholarship
Fund,” Natta, chair of the
Scholarship Fund, said. “This financial donation translates into real
impact and will certainly enhance
our ability to provide assistance to
our young scholars. We look forward to a long-lasting and mutually beneficial partnership with our
friends at NAGICO.”
Dr Natta noted that this year’s
scholarship application window is
currently open and the deadline for
applications is May 1, 2019. The
2019 scholarship awards will be announced in June.
For more information about the
Fund and to download application
materials, please visit: www.nattascholarshipfund.org. The application may also be obtained from the
schools’ offices.
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Roofs damaged by hurricanes
to be repaired by June
Residents who had the
roof of their homes
damaged as a result of
Hurricanes Irma and
Maria in 2017 have
been assured that
help is on the way via
the Hurricane Roof
Repair Programme.
Since the relief measure was introduced
in April 2018, more
than 2,000 households in St. Kitts
and Nevis have benefited. At Tuesday’s
C o m m u n i t y
Consultation, Prime
Minister
Timothy
Harris said the government will respond
shortly to people who
are suitably qualified
for assistance.

with, and will be
dealt with before
June [2019],” Harris
said, to much applause from the audience at the Newtown
Community Centre.
“That is the promise we make as
we wind down the
programme.”
Harris also said that
people who qualify
for the assistance
would have had to be
previously registered.
He also stressed that
the damage must
have been caused by
either Hurricane Irma
or Maria.

“Those whose cases
are not of hurricane
damage will have to
“All genuine cases be addressed through
of damage by hur- another programme,”
ricane will be dealt he said.

It's Easter Madness @
the St.kitts Nevis Observer/Nevis Printing Limited
presents up to

20% OFF !!!
Until the 26th April 2019!

th

th

25 &26
APRIL

CMYK

COME AND SEE US AT
THE AGRICULTURE
FAIR IN ST.KITTS
CMYK

The roofs of over 2,000 homes have been repaired with the Hurricane Roof Repair Programme.
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will be vying for the
Miss Culture Queen
crown, six women
The Culturama stage for the Miss Culture
is set to be full as 18 Swimwear competipeople, one of the tion and six men for
largest number of con- the Mr Kool title.
testants ever, are set
to compete for senior However, the eager
titles at Culturama 45. public will have to
This year, six women wait a little longer

competitions.

before they learn the
identities of the 18
contestants.

“We are hoping that
Culturama 45, being an
anniversary year would
be a major, mega celebration,” said Liburd.

The Culturama committee released a video
of the contestants on
Monday via their social
media page but left the
audience in suspense
as they disguised the

Liburd said that in
terms of prizes, more
will be at stake this
year for the 45th anniversary than what has
been over the past four
years though he did not
offer specifics. Previous
Cultarama Queens have
been awarded cars or as
much as EC $12,000 in
prizes.
“We are trying to make
the 45th anniversary a
milestone celebration,”
he said.

Reigning Mr Kool Ranciato Jefffers and Reigning Miss
Swimwear Romisha Malone

it,” he said

contestant’s faces.

The Observer asked
Liburd as to when the
launch of the contestants will be held but
he said that date has not
been confirmed as yet.

The 45th staging of
the event will be
held under the theme
“Love!
Passion!
Pride, Culturama 45”
and is slated for July
25 to August 6. The
reigning Miss Culture
queen Neila Jones,
reigning Miss Culture
“This year I think that Liburd said that because Swimwear Romisha
persons have taken our Culturama 45 was an Malone and reignearly marketing of the anniversary year, a ing Mr Kool Ranciato
festival seriously and costume segment will Jeffers are expected to
they want to be a part of be a part of the senior be there.
Culturama Secretariat
Executive
Director
Antonio
“Abonaty”
Liburd said that he
thinks that one reason
for such a high number
of contestants is because of an early effort
in marketing the event.
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A group of Grade Five students taken
on an educational tour of Nevis

Eighteen to vie for Culturama
senior pageants
By Monique Washington

LOCAL NEWS

Liburd noted that high
number of contestants
led the committee to
hold eliminations. He
said that about nine
males originally registered for the Mr Kool
competition with three
being eliminated.

Reigning Miss Culture Neila Jones

A group of Grade
Five students from the
Dr William Connor
Primary School in
West Basseterre on
April 9 visited sisterisland Nevis on an educational tour that was
sponsored by businessman and former
Government Minister,
Mr Richard Caines.
School Principal Mrs
Jean Boddie expressed
how grateful she was
that Mr Caines had adopted the Grade Five
class. She noted that
the trip to Nevis which
he had promised in
December last year
was one of the ways
of helping the children
to learn through exploration adding that it
assisted them get a holistic approach of education and learning.
The trip started at
the
ultra-modern
Basseterre
Ferry
Terminal from where
they boarded the MV
Carib Surf to Nevis,
under the direction of
Mr Caines and Mrs
Boddie. Teachers present were Mr Benjamin
Thomas, Mr Kevington
Pemberton,
Ms
Ghislaine David, Ms
Aleica Nembhard, and
Ms Junienna Serrant.
Two parents, Mrs
Gene Wallace-Primus
and Mrs Mulunesh
Collins accompanied
the students on the all
exciting trip to Nevis.

students, Mr Caines
adopted the class
and he celebrated his
last year’s birthday
on October 4 at their
school. He later treated
them at his Greenlands
home to an early
Christmas luncheon
that was attended by
Governor General Sir
Tapley Seaton, Prime
Minister
Timothy
Harris, and the First
Prime Minister and
only Living National
Hero
Kennedy
Simmonds. It was here
Also on the trip was that he told the students
cultural icon, Mr that if they did well in
Winston Zack Nisbett, school, he would take
who incidentally is the them to visit his house
person who brought the in Nevis.
Grade Five class and
Caines together. The This was fulfilled
students had last year on Tuesday April 9,
gone to his Cultural and on arrival at the
Museum in Buckley’s Charlestown pier, they
Estate to learn more boarded two school
about the history of the buses for the island
country and he invited tour which was due
Mr Caines to talk to to end at Mr Caines’
them, and they asked home in Paradise
Estate. The first stop
him many questions.
was at the Bath Stream
So impressed by the where the majority

The students and their teachers pose for a picture at the Bath Stream in Nevis.

of them dipped their
feet in the hot water
which is famed for its
curative
properties.
Mr Nisbett showed
them the historic Bath
House Hotel built in
1778, which was the
first resort hotel in the
Caribbean.
The students then travelled on to Long Point
Port, and on their way
out they went through
the Cherry Garden
Housing
Project,
and on to Montpelier
Plantation Inn where
some inquisitive students asked if that
was Mr Caines’ house,
and others started
asked, “where is the
swimming pool?” Mr
Caines informed them
that his house was further ahead.
The trip then took them
through
Gingerland
from where on observant student said
that she could see the
island of Montserrat.
The tour took them

into New River and
Coconut Walk Estates
where
renovation
work is being done
on historical sites and
buildings. Back on
the Island Main Road
they stopped at the St.
James Drag Raceway
although they did not
enter.
At Eden Brown a
number of students
asked, “Are we near
Mr Caines’ house?”
The trained teachers
immediately knew that
the children wanted to
have a bathroom break,
and this was done at the
Butler’s Health Centre.
On resumption of the
journey, Mr Caines told
them to expect to see
two important landmarks, the Wind Farm
and the Vance Amory
International Airport.
As they passed the
Wind Farm, teacher Mr
Kevington Pemberton
informed them that
windmills
produce
renewable energy production which they

quickly changed and
jumped into the waAs they passed the air- ter, with teacher Mr
port a student pointed Benjamin Thomas in
out into the sea and tow to ensure that they
said, “that is Bobby were all safe.
Island.” When they
looked over, another Lunch was slightly deasked “what is that oth- layed as they were not
er island over there?” keen to come out of the
He was informed that pool. After a sumptuwas the Southeast ous lunch and a vote of
Peninsula of St. Kitts. thanks by Teacher Ms
At Oualie, where Aleica Nembhard, they
Teacher
Pemberton boarded the two buses
advised them it was that took them back to
the Amerindian name the Charlestown pier
for Nevis, Mr Caines where they took the
showed them the new 5:00 p.m. Carib Surf
water taxi pier that is ferry back to St. Kitts.
nearing
completion.
They later stopped at “I hope that you would
the Sea Bridge ferry see today as a promise
made and a promise
terminal.
kept,” Mr Caines told
Before swinging into the students immediParadise Estate, Mr ately after their lunch.
Caines pointed out “I will want to say toto them the historic day was a special day
Nelson Springs, and for me because we
when they finally got have a bond of friendto his house he said ship and I hope that it
to them, “welcome will continue. It was a
home.” The main at- wonderful day and I
traction was the swim- hope you would have
ming pool where they been inspired.”
learn about in school.
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE
Vacancy

Vacancy
REAL
ESTATE EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT REAL
ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Vacancy
Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy
Vegitarian Resturant/
Juice Bar
Kitchen Skills Preferred
On the job training
Contact: 660-5318

Sales representative,
work hours. 9am5-pm must be able
to work on Sundays
when ship in port.
Apply to: I LOVE
ST.KITTS BLDG
24,uNIT 4,Port Zante,
Basseterre St.Kitts

Handyman
needed

Email: skbinfo@
yahoo.com

Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

Vacancy
Ryan Construction
Needs Carpenter
Contact:667-6872

Vacancy
Tropical Engineering
Needs Shutter Installer
/ Service Technician
Contact: 763-5547

Bernard Construction
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact :668-2752

Vacancy
Zoe Sensational Life
Occupational
Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor &
Organic Pastry Baker
Contact:660-3647

Colors Duty Free
Jewellers is seeking a
watch horologist must
have 5 years experience
and watch horology
training. 465-2030

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy
Sales Clerk
JB Beauty Supply
contact 669-6354

Move And Go
Construction
One Tileman
Contact:669-5616

Vacancy

Vacancy

M&K Construction
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner
With a Manual
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

Vacancy

Handyman need.
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

House Hold Help
Needed Must Speak
Spanish (Fluent)
Contact: 662-7201

The Charlestown Gallery
869-662-6778

Vacancy
NEW MILEAGE
Needs a Store Assistant
Contact:667-0988

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.
Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm
Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

2 Bedrooms,
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 6643077 665-1025

New Vibes Real Vibes
Bar & Snackette
Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

Nevis Egg Farm
Seeking A Farmer
Contact: 762-0058

Smart Electronics is seeking one cellphone/laptop
technicians with 2 years experience must be bilingual. Call 466-4271

LOOKING FOR PARENT
Christina God gifted spiritualist I specialize in love
marriage romance I reunite
the separated I will bring
your loved one back to you
I remove all evil negative
energy I do what others
have failed to if you feel
empty loss confuse I can
help Call for immediate
results. 1-561-557-9540

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Ingrid Phillip Now residing in
.................... Street in the town or
Village of Molineaux do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on ............................. Day of
April 2019 next to the District
Magistrate At Basseterre for a
Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Bay Road Street in
Basseterre Ferry Terminal
Dated this 22nd day of January 2019 .
Signed: IPhillip

To the Magistrate District ‘’A’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Kevis RileyNow residing in George
Street in the town or village of
Newtown do hereby give you notice
that it is my intention to apply on 1st
day of April, 2019 next to the
District Magistrate at Basseterre
for a Retail Liquor Licence in
respect of my premises
in George Street Newton

To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Lynval Challenger Now residing in Green Tree Housing Project
Street in the town or village of Old
Road do hereby give you notice
that it is my intention to apply on 1st
day of April, 2019 next to the
District Magistrate at Dieppe Bay
for a Retail Liquor Licence in
respect of my premises in Green
Tree Housing Project in Old Road
St.Kitts

Dated this 26th day of March 2019.
Signed: KRiley

Dated this 26th day of March 2019.
Signed: LChallenger
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Richards
welcomed
new Male
CYA and
CYA Corps
members
Shawn
Richards,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Youth,
has welcomed three
new members to the
St. Kitts and Nevis
CARICOM
Youth
Ambassador
(CYA)
Programme and encouraged them to
continue to give faithful service to the
young people in the

twin-island Federation.
He shared the message
on April 1 during a familiarization meeting
with the new members
Male CYA Dwane
Hendrickson
and
CYA Corp Members
Wricherley
Gumbs,
Shane
Browne,
and Steven Phillip.
Acting Director of the

Deputy Minister Shawn Richards welcomes Male CARICOM Youth Ambassador Dwane Hendrickson and CYA Corps
members Wricherley Gumbs, Shane Browne and Steven Phillip.

Department of Youth
Empowerment Pierre
Liburd, Senior Youth
Officer Sahira David,
and Female CYA
Marecia
Pemberton
also attended the courtesy meeting.

important role of the
CYAs and the support team is to work
alongside the staff
of the department as
they seek to empower
young persons in all
communities.

Richards said that an

Richards

also

said

that he was particularly struck by the
volunteerism
and
commitment to service displayed by the
young men. He said
that they stand as a
shining example for
other males, particularly those who are

vulnerable to antisocial elements.
Richards said that he
was looking forward
to hearing more about
the contributions of
the group.

Exercise Tradewinds discussed at
RSS Council of Ministers’ meeting
This year’s Exercise
Tradewinds is one of
the matters being discussed at the Regional
Security System (RSS)
Council of Ministers’
Meeting in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines,
where Prime Minister
and Minister of National
Security
Timothy
Harris is leading a delegation from St. Kitts
and Nevis that includes
Lt. Colonel Joseph
Anthony Comrie of the
St. Kitts-Nevis Defence
Force and Acting Police
Commissioner Hilroy
Brandy.

while St. Vincent and
the Grenadines will host
Phase 2 from June 14th
to 20th, 2019.
SOUTHCOM, located
in Doral, Florida, is responsible for the United
States’ security cooperation in the 45 nations
and territories of Central
and South America and
the Caribbean Sea,
which represent an area
that covers more than
16 million square miles.
Lt. General Mike
Plehn, Military Deputy
Commander
of
SOUTHCOM, was a
guest speaker during the
opening session of the
meeting in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines on
Friday, as well as Linda
Taglialatela,
United
States
Ambassador
to Barbados and the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean
States
(OECS).

Tradewinds is a U.S.
Southern
Command
(SOUTHCOM)sponsored
maritime
security and disaster
response exercise executed annually to
strengthen the security
of the Caribbean region.
Phase 1 of Exercise
Tradewinds 2019 is
set to take place in the
Dominican Republic, Last year, over 500

military, law enforcement and civilian personnel from roughly
20 partner nations convened in the Federation
of St. Kitts and Nevis
for what was, by all
accounts, a very successful first phase of
Exercise Tradewinds
that ran from June 4th to
12th, 2018 ahead of the
second phase held in the
Bahamas. St. Kitts and
Nevis also hosted Phase
1 back in 2015 between
May 31st and June 9th.
During Friday’s meeting at the Beachcombers
Hotel, Harris and his
delegation shared the
successes and best practices of the first phase
of Exercise Tradewinds
2018 in order to assist
the planning stage for
2019.
Captain Kayode Sutton
of the St. Kitts-Nevis
Defence Force, the local agency that took
the lead in ensuring

Phase 1 of Exercise
Tradewinds 2018 was
successful, said in an
interview last year that
St. Kitts and Nevis
has an impressive
track record of innovation when it comes to
hosting the maritime
security and disaster
response exercise.

that took place in 2016
and 2017 drones were
involved. They actually employ the drones
from the St. KittsNevis Defence Force
(SKNDF)… it was
highly successful and
it is part of Tradewinds
now,” Sutton said.

During
the
planning
stage
for
Phase 1 of Exercise
Tradewinds 2018, the
Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force
provided invaluable
support to the SKNDF,
and so did NEMA the national disaster
response focal point
– and its Nevis counterpart, the National
“For example, it was Disaster Management
as
in 2015 here in St. Department,
Kitts and Nevis that well as Customs,
we introduced the use Emergency Medical
(EMS)
of Unmanned Aerial Services
Vehicles [drones] to the and the Ministry of
exercises and training Health, Immigration,
cycles in Tradewinds, the Red Cross, and
and since 2015 every other agencies and orTradewinds exercise ganizations that were
“Tradewinds coming
back [in 2018] to St.
Kitts and Nevis in such
a short cycle indicated
that the experiences
in 2015 were highly
successful – that is
why we are getting
the opportunity to host
again,” Sutton said last
year.

critical to the success
of Tradewinds, such
as the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and
the media.
The RSS is the military support unit
for the OECS subregion. Its membership comprises the
independent countries
of the Organization
of Eastern Caribbean
States,
namely
Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Grenada,
St. Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, and
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines
along
with
Barbados,
which is a Caribbean
C o m m u n i t y
(CARICOM) Member
State. RSS Council
Members
comprise
Government
Ministers who hold
responsibility for the
National
Security
portfolio in their respective countries.
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The Dominican Republic community in Nevis has been rocked after
news that two of their countrymen
may be lost at sea.
Two fishermen, Ismael Jiminez living in Government road and Carlos
“Kelvin” Jiminez of Bath Village
both natives of the Dominican
Republic, are still missing after

going out on the water on Wednesday around 4pm. That was the last she
heard from him. The Observer unmorning and never returning.
derstands that they travelled over to
The police confirmed that the two the Long Point area.
men are missing following a fishing trip but at the time had no other The Coast Guard conducted a
search for the missing men on
information.
Thursday but had no success in loThe Observer has been told by a cating them.
source that knows the two men that
on Wednesday morning Kelvin told Last June, Vernon Pemberton of
his wife that he and Ismael would Old Road and Hayden Langley
be going fishing and would return of Buckleys also went missing at

sea. Pemberton was last seen by
members of his family on June 3
sometime after midday. According
to the report made to the police,
he had indicated that he was going out to sea to fish with Langley.
Neither have been seen since. He
was reported missing to the police and the Fisheries Department
also handed over items identified
as those belonging to Pemberton
that were found at sea by another
fisherman.

Destination St. Kitts and Nevis US
Roadshow 2019 visits six US cities
The St. Kitts Tourism
Authority
conducted its 2nd annual
Destination St. Kitts &
Nevis US Roadshow
2019 from Monday,
March 25 to Friday,
March 29. The weeklong series of 6 events
were held in New York,
New Jersey, Atlanta,
Houston,
Farmer’s
Branch (Texas) and
Dallas in order to grow
visitor arrivals from
these gateway markets and supporting
flow markets. These
events were designed
to educate travel agents,
tour operators, MICE
buyers, wedding and
honeymoon planners,
media and experiential
lifestyle
consumers
about everything the
destination has to offer
both business and leisure travelers.
“This
year’s
US
Roadshow was a resounding success with
record numbers of attendees for each event,”
said the Lindsay Grant,
Minister of Tourism for
St. Kitts & Nevis.
“Having attracted the
sheer number of travel
agents, MICE buyers,
media and more who
sell or publicize business and/or leisure travel
demonstrates that there
is growing interest and
demand in these gateway markets for the
tourism product that St.
Kitts & Nevis has to

said. “In order to continue growing arrivals,
we need to maintain
and expand our base of
sellers to help fill our
non-stop flights as we
continue to build out
new and increased airlift from the US.”

The St. Kitts & Nevis delegation led by Minister of Tourism the Hon. Lindsay Grant and CEO of the St. Kitts Tourism
Authority Racquel Brown at the Brookhaven Country Club event in Farmer’s Branch, Texas.

located in an affluent
suburb just north of
The fourth
The first event was Atlanta.
a brunch held at The event was a luncheon
Castle Hotel & Spa in held on Wednesday,
Tarrytown, New York, March 27, at the Hess
an affluent suburb north Club in Houston.
of New York City on
Monday, March 25. A cocktail reception held
The second event was on Thursday, March
a dinner held at the 27 at the Brookhaven
Club
in
Pleasantdale Chateau Country
in West Orange, New Farmer’s Branch, an afJersey, an upscale neigh- fluent suburb of Dallas,
borhood in the northern Texas, was the fifth
part of the state, also on event in the Roadshow,
March 25. On Tuesday, while the sixth and
March 26, the third final event was a lunevent was a dinner held cheon held at III Forks
at the Westin Buckhead, Restaurant in Dallas.
offer.”

All events supported St.
Kitts’ non-stop flights
and attracted a total of
300 attendees combined,
all of whom were travel
agents, MICE buyers,
tour operators, wedding
and honeymoon planners, media or experiential lifestyle consumers.
Attendees were top
travel professionals representing some of the
most respected organizations in the business,
including Maritz Travel,
Cox Enterprises, Pro
Travel
International,
Meetings Plus, Valerie

Wilson Travel, Houston
Style
Magazine,
Frosch, Questex LLC,
Travel Impressions, and
Westchester magazine.
“Developing
lasting
relationships with top
travel professionals in
our key gateway markets is a key component
of our overall marketing
strategy for the destination and our Roadshow
provides us with the
opportunity to connect
with these individuals
face-to-face,” Racquel
Brown, CEO of the St.
Kitts Tourism Authority,
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PM Harris: siblings earn their keep

Fishermen missing at sea
By Monique Washington

LOCAL NEWS

In addition to being
treated to a meal and
lively conversation with
representatives
from
St. Kitts, the individuals played games, listened to presentations
and won a variety of
prizes from hotel stays
to bottles of St. Kitts’
own Brinley Gold
Shipwreck rum that
were provided by participating local island
tourism stakeholders. In
addition, attending travel agents were offered a
special $150 incentive
for booking clients’ air
only on the non-stop
flights to St. Kitts or air
in combination with a
hotel reservation at participating destination
hotels, all offering special Summer Sunsation
rates, between now
and May 17, 2019 for
clients’ travel through
August 17, 2019 when
they log their productivity on St. Kitts’ website
or via the Destination
Specialist
program
with Travel Agent
University. As a result,
many attendees are
now adding St. Kitts &
Nevis as a featured destination they will sell to
their clients.

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis Dr
Timothy Harris has
hit back at claims of
nepotism made against
him, declaring that his
family members working for the government
owe their positions to
merit and not by their
relationship to him.
“Each and everyone
of my family members who are working in the government
would have started,
hired and promoted
by the administration before my time.
Each and every one
of them, not a single
one of them was hired
into the service by
me,” Harris said at a
press conference on
Wednesday.
Harris joked that
he had 33 siblings
and suggested that
for this reason it
Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris at a press conference on Tuesday showing documents for promotion for some of his siblings issued during a
was not strange that
previous administration.
some were in public
people of St. Kitts
Douglas again who Court.”
TDC, was courted by the Audit Office.
service.
and Nevis.”
promoted him to beRoyal Bank before
Dr. Harris disclosed he was hired by the “Not only did Douglas come the CEO of the “So that talk is nonthat his brother Len government in the do that he went fur- Development Bank.” sense talk, they have Harris went on to say
been there long be- all of his siblings who
Harris, who heads Audit Office and the ther when there was
a need for leadership Harris said it “would fore I became prime are working in the
the
Development Development Bank.
of the Development be a mockery of life minister,” Harris said. public service have
Bank of St. Kitts and
performed in their reNevis, is extremely Harris said not only Bank and seconded and living” that some
well qualified with a was his brother hired, him there to work at would expect that his Addressing his other spective capacities.
Bachelor of Science he was also pro- the bank as assistant brother resign from sister, Donna Harris
Development who serves as a mag- “These are persons
in Management as moted by then-Prime to the general man- the
Bank because Harris istrate, Harris said who earned their
Minister Dr. Denzil ager,” said Harris.
well as an MBA.
was elected prime that she started as a keep. That is why
Douglas who was
Crown Counsel and they were being prothe
time minister.
Harris said his broth- also the minister of fi- “When
she too was promoted moted through the
er had worked at nance which oversaw had come it was
system and would of
Speaking of his sis- through the system.
had to be vetted loter Janine HarrisLake, who serves He said his sister had cally and regionally
as Registrar of the previously been ap- by the chief justice
Court, Harris noted proached to be a mag- and found to be fit
that she has been serv- istrate before he was and proper persons.”
ing in the Registrar’s prime minister but
Harris also said his
office since 2007 had declined.
brother Denzel Harris
under the Douglas
Harris said no ac- has been working in
administration.
cusations against his the prison system for
Harris said his sister siblings had been 23 years and has been
for
was “selected as a fit levelled until he and recommended
and proper person to Douglas had their promotions, including ones approved by
go to the court, ac- public falling out.
Douglas when he was
cepted by the Legal
Service Commission “So he wants to kill prime minister.
overseas as a fit and them and those who
proper person to be are joining in that “All of them on their
a judicial officer and conversation is do- own merit came to
promoted in 2011 to ing a disservice to service,” Harris said.
be Registrar of the themselves and to the
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Rams Village Superstars makes
undefeated run to Quarter finals
By Loshaun Dixon

Defending St. Kitts
and Nevis Football
Associatio
Premier
League
Champions
the Rams Village
Superstars
have
progressed to the
quarter-finals of the
the
CONCACAF
Caribbean Club Shield.

up their winning ways
when they defeated
Platinum FC out of
St. Lucia by the same
score.

Rogers again found
himself on the score
sheet while Tahir
Hanley also added
a goal as they took
a 2-0 lead. Platinum
FC however got some
consolation with a sinThe side representing gle goal before the end
St. Kitts and Nevis in of the game.
the competition won
both of their group Efforts to contact club
games to win the group president Ken Queeley
and secure a quarter- for a comment were
unsuccessful but the
final spot.
team put out a statenoting
that
Rams
Village ment
Superstars first de- there has a comradery
feated Hoppers FC of amongst the players.
Antigua 2-1 in their
opening game last “Our time here toFriday. In that game gether we have seen
Diquan Johnson gave many positives within
them a lead in the 24th the team, there were
ups and downs. We
minute.
have had lots of fun
The Antiguan side and bonded with each
equalised just be- other.”
fore half time, before Kimaree Rogers The statement also
found the back of the read that they are hapnet in the 56th minute py with their results so
which proved to be the far.
winner.
“No matter what hapOn Sunday, they kept pens, we are proud of

The Rams Village Superstars have won both their group games and progressed to the quarter-finals of the the CONCACAF Caribbean Club Shield.

what we have achieved
so far. A valuable, enjoyable and unforgettable journey. We are
excited for what’s coming next and the players will definitely battle
their way through until

Caribbean Shield, provided said team fulfils the CONCACAF
Regional
Club
Licensing criteria, will
have the opportunity
The winner of the to face the fourth-place
2019
CONCACAF finisher of the 2019
the very end.” They are
expected to play SV
Robinhood in the quarter-finals for a spot in
the semi-finals.

Flow
CONCACAF
Caribbean
Club
Championship in a playoff match to determine
the fourth Caribbean
representative in the
2019
Scotiabank
CONCACAF League.

Police are
Police seek
investigating armed
assistance on
robbery in Nevis sexual assault case
The Police are investigating an the Alexandra Hospital where he
armed robbery incident that oc- was treated for minor injuries and
discharged.
curred in Nevis on Friday.

T: 869-469-5907/466-4994
Email: Observernv@gmail.com • np.thestkittsnevisobserver.com

A preliminary police investigation
indicates that Brazziers man was attacked by three (3) armed masked
men when he returned home about
1 p.m. and was about to enter his
yard. The police allege the attackers demanded money and managed to escape with a small sum
of cash. They also are said to have
fired several shots before fleeing
the scene. The man transported to

The scene was visited and processed by members of the Forensic
Unit and items of evidential value
were taken into custody.
Investigations into the matter are
ongoing. Anyone with information about this incident are asked to
contact the Criminal Investigation
Department by dialing 469-5392 or
their nearest police station.

The Police are seeking the assistance of the public with apprehending a
man involved in a sexual assault incident in the Basseterre area.
Investigations so far have revealed that close to 2 a.m. on March 26, someone entered the premises where the victim was staying and sexually assaulted her.
Investigations into the matter are ongoing, however, the Police are making
a special appeal to persons who might have any information regarding this
incident to contact the Special Victims Unit (SVU) by dialing 465-2241
ext. 4252.
The SVU can also be reached via cell phone at 665-3091. You may also
contact your nearest Police Station or dial the crime hotline at 707 if you
have information that can lead to the apprehension of the perpetrator.
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Skerritt makes first moves at CWI

By Loshaun Dixon

New president of
Cricket West Indies
Ricky Skerritt has already shaken up the
organisation after he
announced sweeping
changes to selection
policy, coaching staff
and the selection panel.
In his first press conference since taking up the
post, Skerritt announced
that selection policy for
the regional side would
make all players available for selection who
would then be chosen
for form and fitness.
Skerritt said the days of
“secretly but actively
victimising”
players
were over. “We have
found it necessary to immediately adjust our selection policy to become
more open, inclusive
and player-centric.”
Skerritt also announced

File photo of Ricky Skerritt

former West Indies and shares our selection
player Robert Haynes policy.”
as chairman of the selecThe new selection panel
tion panel.
would also be made
“We are confident that up of new interim head
in Mr Haynes we have coach Floyd Reifer and
found an interim chair- captain Jason Holder.
man who shares the philosophy of inclusiveness “We have no doubt Mr.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
From April 1 until May 31, the U.S. Embassy to Barbados, the Eastern
Caribbean, and the OECS invites applications for the following
academic exchanges:

FULBRIGHT FOREIGN STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
provides support for graduate and postgraduate studies at
accredited colleges and universities in the United States.

HUBERT HUMPHREY FELLOWSHIP

provides non-degree graduate-level study for accomplished
mid-level professionals from the below designated countries.

ELIGIBILITY:
• Applicants must be citizens and residents of one of the following
countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada,
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
Visit our website at https://bb.usembassy.gov/,
call (246) 227 - 4000 or
e-mail us at
bridgetownexchanges@state.gov
for further details.

Haynes will engage with
players everywhere,
strictly in the interest of what is best for
West Indies cricket.
Reifer has lived the
same principles of
West Indian excellence
that we now insist must

prevail in our cricket.”

team around them.”

Skerritt
also
announced plans to localise the coaching in
the region following
Reifer’s appointment.

Skerritt said that the
changes are more than
an adjustment in personnel or a shake-up in the
ranks.

“We believe very
strongly in localising
the expertise that we
put behind our teams
and we believe only
in bringing in nonCaribbean expertise
only where it is not
available across the
region.”

“This is a calculated
strategic move designed
to reignite the passion
for a culture, where our
cricket is being put back
where it belongs at the
very centre.”

He noted however that
no decisions will be
made for political reaHe said the aim of this sons or ”to fulfil insular
new policy will give means”.
budding coaches in the
Caribbean the belief “West Indies cricket at
that they would be able its best has always been
to make it to the top if a representation of the
hopes and aspirations of
they get into the field
the Caribbean,” Skerritt
“We want to be sure said.
that the team does well
at all times with the A West Indies Squad
possible resources but is set to be announced
we also have to make for the Tour of Ireland
sure that they have in May and the World
a Caribbean support Cup.
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Development Bank, Dr Cochrane
partner to offer complete eye care
services in a single location
Residents and visitors of the Federation
of St. Kitts and Nevis
for the first time have
complete eye care services offered at one
location, thanks to the
partnership between
Optometrist Dr JoséAnn Cochrane and the
Development Bank of
St. Kitts and Nevis.
Precision Optical located at Taylors Range,
next to the Solid
Waste
Management
C o r p o r a t i o n
Headquarters,
offers both optometry
services (eye exams,
spectacle
prescription, contact lenses and
designer frames) and
ophthalmology
services (cataract surgery,

pterygium
surgery,
glaucoma
surgery,
medical treatment and
management of eye
conditions).
“We went one step further by partnering with
a local company which
is called Advance
Caribbean for those persons who would wish to
finance their frames,”
said Dr Cochrane. “So
we partnered with that
company and once you
are qualified you will
fill out the application
and then the process
will be taken over by
them. That way it encompasses everything
in one location. That is
what makes us different from the other eye
care providers in the

market.”
Partnering
with
Dr
José-Ann
Cochrane is Surgeon
Ophthalmologist
Dr
Marianela Morales who
is resident in Antigua
but comes in once a
month for cases that
have been referred to
her by Dr Cochrane and
other doctors. However,
any surgery would be
carried out at the Joseph
Nathaniel
France
General Hospital.
Dr José-Ann Cochrane,
who is originally from
Antigua and whose
service spans twelve
Dr José-Ann Cochrane making final touches on designer frames for a patient.
years, is the only UStrained
Optometrist
who is also licenced in the Federation. She Analyst 2 Ms Loydene strict with their guidein the USA practicing received her first de- Bloice who was very lines but at the same
gree in chemistry in helpful, and also of time they help you along
1999 at Florida Atlantic course to the CEO Mr the way and they will
University. After work- Lenworth Harris be- meet your request once
ing for a while she cause any of my requests it is reasonable.”
enrolled at the Inter- were accommodated by
Development
Bank
American University of the bank.”
of St. Kitts and Nevis’
Puerto Rico where she
Support
graduated in 2006 with The loan was approved Business
a postgraduate degree in and according to Dr Officer Mr Manasses
Cochrane, there were Huggins outlined that
Optometry.
two parts to the loan. the Development Bank
She started her career One part was for the partnered with the opin the British Virgin purchase of optical tometrist because it felt
Islands, and then went equipment, while the the country needed a
to Antigua where she other part was for reno- one-stop eye care supopened her own offices vations as the building port centre where all the
in conjunction with an she had identified in patients’ eye care needs
ophthalmologist, Dr Ian Taylors Range needed are sorted out under one
Walwyn. She started quite a bit of renovation roof without having to
coming
temporar- to make it user friendly refer the patients to anily back and forth to St. for its new purpose. other eye care provider.
Kitts to practise with a The business, Precision
local eye care provider, Optical, opened its doors “The Federation of St.
which later offered her to the public on Monday Kitts and Nevis has a
dynamic
population
something permanently February 4 this year.
and their routine medibut she always wanted
to venture out on her “One of the things I cal needs should be
can advise anyone who met in an equally dyown.
wants to go into a busi- namic manner,” said
“When I was think- ness, is to do a lot of Mr Huggins. “We at
ing about the venture, homework,” explained Development Bank of
I went to several dif- Dr Cochrane. “You have St. Kitts and Nevis are
ferent institutions and to be prepared to meet the cognisant of the fact
I had a very favour- criteria of any institution, that a nation’s health is
able response from the but in particular when a nation’s wealth and the
Development Bank,” you go to institutions eye care services being
said the optometrist. like the Development offered by Dr José-Ann
“That is where our jour- Bank you find they are Cochrane, and her colney began. In particu- a little bit more open league Dr Marianela
lar I would like give a than the private financial Morales, compliment
mention to Credit Risk institutions. They are that mantra.”
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Junior Chef competition
to be held on Monday
By Monique Washington

Teams of two fourth
grade students representing nine primary
schools from across
Nevis will face off in
a cooking competition
to be held on Monday
at the Nevis Performing
Arts Centre.

Health Promotion Unit
(HPU) Health Educator
Renell Daniel said the
children will have 90
minutes to prepare a
meal using ingredients
provided. They will be
allowed to bring one
mystery ingredient of
their choice. Each team
will be accompanied by
a chaperone to watch
what the kids are doing.
There are two categories of the competition.
The first, “Cook on the
Spot Healthy Plate”
will require the students
to cook on competition
day. The second category is for a pre-made,
healthy snack.
“They have to prepare
this at home and bring
it to the competition .
They will be judged
on recipe, portion size,
presentation, taste and
nutrition value,” HPU
volunteer Welli Hsu
said.

Last weekend in Cayon
alone, this publication observed multiple
fires in and around the
community.
Everette O’Garro Chief
Fire Officer in an interview with The Observer
said that in the past
two weeks emergency
services have had to

Healthy Plate” programme began two
years ago. Programme
coordinator
Nadine
Carty Caines came up
with the idea and modelled it on the “Healthy
Plate” plan from the
United States which
taught children to eat
healthier.

the programme was
initiated two year ago,
because of the lack of
health educators, the
HPU was unable to
fully carry it out.

support from government and the community
has
been
“overflowing” and the
kids have responded
with enthusiasm.

“This time we targeted
grade four and we plan
to follow the children
for three years. We
will be teaching them
techniques as to how
to choose healthy foods
and how to substitute
unhealthy foods with
healthy food,” said
Daniel.

“We have received
great feedback about
the programme. Its
is amazing how the
children soak up the
information and how
they are able to apply it. We are hoping
it would be an annual competition,” she
concluded.

“So instead of targeting the parents, we targeted the children. The
programme takes children at a younger age
to make healthy eating
choices instead of waiting until they’re older “Instead of choosing ice
or waiting until they are cream, chose yoghurt.
Instead of frying the
adults,” Daniel said.
chicken, bake the chickDaniel said they took en,” she said.
the programme and put
a “ Nevisian spin on Daniel said that this
it” with the assistance school semester the fofrom Pan American cus was on food groups
Health
Organisation and have included four
in printing material teaching sessions at each
and funding from the school. This knowledge
Taiwan International is expected to be showCooperation
and cased at the Junior Chef
competition.
Development Fund.

Daniel said the “My Daniel said that though Daniel

said

that

The competition is also
sponsored by Ministry
of Agriculture, Nevis
Tourism
Authority,
Alexandra Hospital,
Oualie Beach Resort,
Double Deuce, Turtle
Time Beach Bar &
Grill, Taste of Eden,
Price Busters, Best
Buy, Craft House,
Tropical
Blossom
Nursery,
Evan
Nisbett
Apparels
and Souvenirs and
Gabriellas’s
Sports
Bar.
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Fire and Rescue
alarmed by
excessive bush fires
In the past two weeks
on St. Kitts dozens of
bush fires have been
popping up across the
island on a level that
has been described
as “excessive” by the
head of the St. Kitts and
Nevis Fire and rescue
services.

Children from schools around Nevis will compete at the My Healthy Plate Junior Chef
competition on Monday at the Nevis Performing Arts Centre.
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By Loshaun Dixon

The My Healthy Plate
Junior Chef competition
is an effort to teach children in primary schools
to make healthy meal
choices. The event is
free watch and is hosted
by the Ministry of Health
and Gender Affairs in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Education.
The students are from
Montessori Academy,
Violet O’ Jeffers, St.
James,
Charlestown,
St
.Thomas,
Ivor
Walters, Cecele Brown
Integrated,
Nevis
Academy and Maude
Cross.
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respond to 63 bush fires.
“All of these fires were
wild land fires. The
amount is alarming, it is
excessive and we have
become really concerned with this,” said
O’Garro.

of ignition sources,”
O’Garro said.
O’Garro said they suspect a number of causes
to the outbreak of fires.

“We suspect persons
who are clearing land
and instead of taking
The fire chief said hav- the garbage to the landing to respond to those fill those people think it
fires have stretched res- is best to burn it to get
cue service’s resources. rid of it,” he said.
He has called on the
public to be careful O’Garro said that there
when dealing with fires. have been cases where
they have also seen
“It has been a serious evidence of individuproblem, it is putting a als who are in the coal
huge strain on our re- business but did not
sources and we want to set up their pit in a safe
make a strong appeal to manner.
the general public to be
extremely careful when “So they burst and fires
dealing with any type start getting out of them

Fire Chief Everette O’Garro

and the fact that they
did not build proper fire
breaks around the coal
pits, the fire will easily
spread to the surrounding areas,” O’Garro said.
In some instances he
said that they also suspect there was arson,
with people intentionally lighting fires.
O’Garro said that this
time of the year is regarded as the fire season

as it is hot, the air is dry try to do is to educate
and there are high winds. people on the real effects of these fires and
“All these are favour- how they go about
able to bush fires, help- affecting people. A
ing them to spread and seemingly small bush
fire can spread and do
burn more rapidly.”
damage.”
The Fire Chief said fires
warned
can affect the commu- O’Garro
nity, especially persons that the indiscrimisuffering from medical nate lighting of fires
conditions that are trig- is a crime and anyone caught in the act
gered by smoke.
may be criminally
“One of the things we persecuted.
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Brick Kiln man found guilty
of unlawful wounding
officers, IT personnel,
two eye witnesses and
the virtual compliant
Brick Kiln resident testified.
Jared
Griffin
has
been found guilty by Griffin was accused
members of his peers of an incident that
for unlawful wound- took place in 2017 being at the High Court tween him and Dijorn
in Charlestown on Francis at the Xpetrol
gas station in Camps
Thursday.
village. During an alA 12-member jury tercation Griffin, who
comprising of seven was allegedly equipped
females and five males with a machete, took
deliberated for three it and struck Francis
hours before finding on his leg. Francis was
Griffin unanimously rushed to the Alexander
guilty. His case be- hospital where he was
gan on Monday. The warded and treated for
Prosecution was led serious damage to his
by Vaughn Henderson, knee.
Crown Counsel. A total of eight witnesses: Griffin was later artwo doctors, two police rested and charged with
By Monique Washington

the offence of wounding with intent and was
granted bail in the sum
of EC $35,000.
Last week, Griffin
pleaded not guilty to the
charge. He was represented by defence attorney Chesley Hamilton.
The trial went on for
four days before the
jury reached a guilty
verdict. Griffin will
be remanded to Her
Majesty’s Prison in
St.Kitts until he is
sentenced later in the
assizes.

murder and who has
pleaded not guilty.
Lawton Forbes is
charged with attempted murder, possession
with firearm, wounding with intent and
has pleaded not guilty.
Loston Allan Nisbett
is charged with possession of firearm and
has pleaded not guilty.
Lawvington Forbers is
charged with murder
and has pleaded not
guilty.

Sherman Sinclair is
charged with unlawful
Other cases still to and malicious setting
be heard during the of fire and has pleadApril criminal assizes ed not guilty. Kemo
will be that of Reece Sancho is charged
Walters, charged with with wounding with

Jared Griffin was found guilty of unlawful wounding on
Thursday.

intent and has pleaded not guilty .
not guilty. One man
has been accused of Court resumes
rape and has pleaded April 29 at 9am.

on

US deporting more Federation citizens
needed to be a mapping of the St. Kitts
and Nevis diaspora
across the United
States so if there are
nationals in trouble
with the law, then
they can receive help.

By Loshaun Dixon

The number of St. Kitts
and Nevis citizens
being deported from
the United States has
been on the rise during the administration
of President Donald
Trump, according to
St. Kitts and Nevis
Ambassador to the
U.S. Dr. Thelma
Philip-Browne.

“One of the things we
are doing as we try
to strengthen our diaspora is to find out
where they are and
build relationships,”
she said.

“Severe poverty has
gone from one in
four to one in ten
but everyone has felt
they have not benefited from it. So you
have a rise in popunationalism
Dr. Browne said the lism,
protectionism
U.S.
government and
was
helping
the and sometimes these
Federation identify things come up,” Dr.
Browne said.
its citizens.

Dr. Browne said the
embassy has urged
citizens from the
Federation to take
measures to protect
themselves from being deported.
“What we have tried
to do to counteract
that is to encourage persons. There
are people who have
green cards forever
and don’t become citizens so we encourage them to become
citizens,” Dr. Browne
said. “We also encourage people not to
run afoul of the law.”
Dr. Browne said there

anti-immigrant rhetoric in both the
United States and in
the United Kingdom
over the Windrush
generation is a backlash to globalisation
despite the decline in
poverty.

“We are getting them
to help us identify our
diaspora in the various parts of the USA,
not only because it is
important to investment but precisely so
that they can help to
mentor persons from
the region who might
be getting down the
wrong road,” she
said.
Ambassador to the United States Dr. Thelma PhilipBrowne speaks at a press briefing on Monday.

Dr.
also

Browne
suggested

the U.S. had three
branches of government, of which
Trump was only one.
She
said
the
Caribbean is considered the U.S.’s third
border and the relationship between the
region and the United
States is long.
Dr. Browne said that
they are also asking
the U.S. government
to reconsider deporting Federation citizens who have been
convicted of crimes
but have served the
sentences.

“I am saying that is
not fair. Right now
we are in the process
of trying to get some
legal advice on what
it would mean for us
as it would have an
effect on illegal imBut
while
more migration,” she said.
Federation citizens
are being deported, Dr. Browne added
Dr. Browne urged that it was also impeople not to panic portant to help deover Trump’s hard- portees to reintegrate
line stance on im- into local life once
migration. She said they have returned.
“Whether it is the
Windrush situation
or the illegal immigrants situation these
things come out and
this will come to
pass.”
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Richards welcomed new Male
CYA and CYA Corps members
Shawn
Richards,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Youth,
has welcomed three new
members to the St. Kitts
and Nevis CARICOM
Youth
Ambassador
(CYA) Programme and
encouraged them to
continue to give faithful service to the young
people in the twin-island
Federation.
He shared the message on April 1 during a familiarization
meeting with the new
members Male CYA
Dwane
Hendrickson
and
CYA
Corp
Members Wricherley
Gumbs, Shane Browne,
and Steven Phillip.
Acting Director of the
Department of Youth
Empowerment Pierre
Liburd, Senior Youth
Officer Sahira David,
and
Female
CYA

Marecia Pemberton also
attended the courtesy
meeting.
Richards said that an important role of the CYAs
and the support team is
to work alongside the
staff of the department
as they seek to empower
young persons in all
communities.

Hurricane Relief Fund
Working for you…

Richards also said that he
was particularly struck
by the volunteerism and
commitment to service
displayed by the young
men. He said that they
stand as a shining example for other males,
particularly those who
are vulnerable to antisocial elements.
Richards said that he
was looking forward
to hearing more about
the contributions of the
group.
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RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

Deputy Minister Shawn Richards welcomes Male CARICOM Youth Ambassador Dwane Hendrickson and CYA Corps
members Wricherley Gumbs, Shane Browne and Steven Phillip.

Thousands of families served…

CMYK

CMYK
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EU elections likely to
bring more scrutiny
for Federation
finance industry
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Condor praises
Harris for
leadership on
Venezuela
By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts and Nevis’
Ambassador to the
United Nations H.E
Sam
Condor
has
hailed the leadership
of Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris on the
Venezuelan crisis.
“I was very pleased of
the leadership taken
by our prime minister when this crisis
broke. As chairman
of CARICOM he led
a heads meeting and
spoke to the secretary
general of the United
Nations,” said Condor.
St. Kitts and Nevis delegate to UNESCO David Doyle speaks on Monday at the beginning of diplomatic week.

without proper controls. He said
the incoming EU parliamentarians
were likely to further scrutinize St.
European elections next month are Kitts and Nevis’ financial industry.
likely to result in more scrutiny for
St. Kitts and Nevis’ financial indus- “The future European elections are
try as more “extreme left-wing and going to bring in a different culture
right-wing” parliamentarians are of MPs that are not going to be
elected, said the Federation’s del- open to big multinational companies and tax havens,” Doyle said.
egate to UNESCO David Doyle.
By Kenichi Serino

“As much as a third of the seats
are going to be taken up by these
parties that are not big fans. We’re
going to have to be more vigilant…
and accept that we have to be more
vigilant and take precautions,” said
Doyle.

St. Kitts and Nevis Permanent
Representative to the EU Sharlene
Shillingford-McKimon said the
new scrutiny on the Federation’s financial industry was the result of a
“global shift and policy direction”.

“There is a global war on money
Doyle was speaking on Monday at laundering and messages to be
a press briefing for diplomats repre- sent,” said Shillingford-McKimon.
senting St. Kitts and Nevis.
“I think our challenge is greater
The Federation has come under because we’re not simply fighting
scrutiny from European Union (EU) our numbers…We’re fighting a
regulators over accusations that message and an ideology the EU
their financial rules were not in line wants to send and we are paying
with EU law. Last year, St. Kitts and a price.”
Nevis was added to an EU blacklist
of tax havens but was removed after Shillingford-McKimon called the
promising to change it’s laws to ac- EU’s regulatory requirements a
“unilateral process where we don’t
commodate EU demands.
have a voice.” She said despite this
Doyle said there was “a perceived the Federation would continue to
concern” that money could be make its case to the EU despite its
laundered through the Federation small size.

Condor called the meeting successful and said
CARICOM had set the
St. Kitts and Nevis’ Ambassador to the United Nations
tone for how the rest
H.E Sam Condor
of the global community would approach peace,” he said. “The high level of the OAS
logical extension of this General Assembly.
Venezuela.
is going to war and no
“Were it not for that ear- one in our region wants “None of that has ocly intervention I think to have this, especially curred and as far as
things would have been in our tourist-centric we are concerned the
proposal to place the
a lot worse,” Condor region.”
interim president in the
said.
Hull said St. Kitts and seat of the OAS is esHe said it was important Nevis would also not sentially a illegality.
that CARICOM remain support OAS’ recog- Voting in favour of that
nising of Venezuelan is essentially voting for
engaged.
opposition leader Juan an illegal action which
Earlier this year, the Guaido, who several we will not do,” Hull
Permanent
Council countries have recog- said.
of the Organisation nized as interim presiof American States dent of Venezuela, at “Jamaica has taken
a different view, the
(OAS) passed a resolu- the organisation.
Bahamas has taken a
tion refusing to recogdifferent
nise the legitimacy of “We have enormous somewhat
Venezuelan President difficulty with that. The view and Haiti has takNicolas Maduro’s new difficulty again comes en a different view and
term. St. Kitts and from the charter that is in more recent times we
Nevis were one of eight explicitly stated by the have heard the St. Lucia
is more likely to side
countries that abstained OAS.”
with the USA on this
from the vote.
Hull said the OAS char- issue.”
Dr. Everson Hull, am- ter states that the organbassador to OAS, ex- isation should not place We are very close to
plained the rationale someone who has not getting the 18 votes and
been elected in a seat in if we get those votes
behind the abstention.
the OAS unless that per- we will be able to stop
“Taking sides implies son has been reviewed the action from going
we are not encouraging by the foreign affairs forward.
dialogue in this zone of ministers and also the

LOCAL NEWS
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Plans revealed for Pinney’s Park
court and bars. The
park will also have its
own water source as a
The plans for the long tank will be built under
awaited Pinney’s Park ground to supply the
have been revealed park.
and residents can look
forward to many spe- The park will be partially enclosed with a
cial attractions.
stone walls and trees.
An estimated US $2.2 Certain parts of the
million is expected to park will have extra
be the cost of the park measures to keep out
when completed. A donkeys and other
consultation was held livestock.
on Thursday at the
Red Cross Building in The 14-acre proposed
park was first anCharlestown .
nounced to the general
Designer Vincent Lai public in 2014. The
revealed the first im- initial plans for the
ages of proposed park public park saw a pool,
during the consulta- parking, a jogging
tion. The park will fea- path, a coconut grove
ture a service centre, and a pier among other
wooden stage, multi- things. Work was iniuse large event space, tially slated to begin by
elevated board walk, the end of 2016.
jogging path, picnic
area, restrooms and Premier of Nevis Mark
announced
pavilion, splash pads, Brantley
children’s playground, earlier this year that the
basketball half-court, project will be funded
parking and a food by the Republic of
By Monique Washington

Plans for park

China’s International comfortable with them.
Cooperation
and
The Observer quesDevelopment Fund.
tioned Hanley as to
During the consulta- how the Nevis Island
tion, some members Administration (NIA)
maintain
the
of the public said they will
were concerned about grounds after complethe disposal of sew- tion. He said that he
age as the plans did hopes it would be a
not demonstrate how it collaborative effort bewill be managed. Some tween the Taiwanese
pointed out that cur- and the NIA.
rently there are sewage
“Most of the usage of
problems in that area.
the park will be free.
Lai said that the plans But in some case when
are not finalised and a person might want
then will be tweaked to to have something
make sure everyone is there, like a barbecue,

a party or something,
there will be a charge
attached. We are also
hoping the Taiwanese
will lend some assistance as well,” he said
Lai said that once the
plans are finalised
and a Memorandum
of Understanding is
signed between the
NIA and the Republic
of China, a ground
breaking could commence as early as July
or August of this year.
The project is expected
to be completed by
2021.

Park designer Vincent Lai and acting Permanent Secretary of Tourism John Hanley
speak at the Pinney’s Park design unveiling
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Perkins leads delegation to IPU Assembly
Speaker of the National
Assembly of St. Kitts
and Nevis, A. Michael
Perkins recently led a
delegation to the InterParliamentary
Union
(IPU) Assembly, which
was held in Doha,
Qatar from April 6-10,
2019. The other members of the delegation
were the Hon. Vance
Amory, Member for
Nevis 10, and Mrs. Sonia
Boddie-Thompson,
Clerk of the National
Assembly.
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St. Kitts and Nevis ‘steeped’
in diplomacy: Harris
Addressing a packed
room of high representatives, Heads of
Missions and honorary
consuls at the St. Kitts
Marriott Resort, Prime
Minister
Timothy
Harris said that from as
early as 1983 when the
twin island Federation
attained Independence,
St. Kitts and Nevis understood the invaluable
benefits of expanding
its diplomatic footprint
across the globe.

The theme for the
General Debate of
the Conference was:
“Parliament as platforms
to enhance education for
peace, security and the
rule of law.” Over 2200
delegates representing
162 national parliaments
were in attendance at the
Assembly, included over
700 parliamentarians and
some 80 Speakers.
The IPU is a global organization made up of 178
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Speaker of the National Assembly of St. Kitts and Nevis, A. Michael Perkins (left) recently led a delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
Assembly, which was held in Doha, Qatar from April 6-10, 2019. Also picture are Hon. Vance Amory (right) and Sonia Boddie-Thompson, Clerk of
the National Assembly (centre).

Member Parliaments and the IPU.
12 Associate Members.
It was agreed by all that
The organization works this – among other benclosely with the United efits – would allow the
Nations (UN) to protect Federal Parliament to
and build global democ- receive parliamentary
racy, through political support, as it works todialogue and concrete wards enhancing the way
business is conducted in
action.
the Parliament. On the
The St. Kitts-Nevis del- margins of the Assembly,
egation attendance came Senior Minister Amory
as a result of an invita- met with representatives
tion extended to it by of the Qatar Fund for
the Secretary- General Development (QFFD)
of the IPU, Mr. Martin and discussed the posChungong and was fully sibility of St. Kitts and
funded by the parliament Nevis accessing this organization for funding to
of Qatar.
assist with the further deAs part of the ac- velopment of education,
tivities held during health, infrastructure and
the Assembly, there agriculture sectors.
was a bilateral meeting between Secretary The delegation also parGeneral Chungong and ticipated in a Meeting of
a Speakes’ Dialogue Small Islands Developing
Forum, which had as States (SIDS), where disits theme: ”Low trust in cussions focused on the
Democracy: An urgent actions being taken by
call to rethink our gov- countries to minimize the
ernance model.” In the harmful effects of climate
meeting with Secretary change on the livelihoods
General
Chungong, of the people and the staamongst the matters dis- tus of the implementacussed, was an invitation tion of the Sustainable
Goals
for St. Kitts and Nevis to Development
become a full member to (SDGs) in each island,

Speaker Perkins made
a commitment to have
the SKN Parliament become more involved and
focused on this issue by
encouraging our parliamentarians bringing the
matter into parliamentary
discussions.
According
to
the
Speaker, of the National
Assembly, A. Michael
Perkins, “The participation of the Federation
of St. Kitts and Nevis
is important because it
provides an opportunity
for the country to lend its
voice to critical discussions regarding major issues confronting not just
our Federation, but also
Caribbean region and
the global community.”
He expressed appreciation of the opportunity
that was afforded the
delegation meet counterparts and colleagues
from our region, including delegates from
Antigua, Barbados, St.
Vincent and Trinidad
and Tobago, all of whom
had accepted the IPU’s
invitation to attend IPU
140.

“Thirty-five years ago,
as the world’s newest independent sovereign nation and the
smallest independent
country in the Western
Hemisphere,
the
Federation of St. Kitts
and Nevis was quickly
steeped in strategic
diplomacy,
joining
the Commonwealth of
Nations on September
19th, 1983 and becoming its 48th member. St. Kitts and
Nevis also joined the
United Nations on
September 23rd, 1983
as its 158th member, and the United
Nations Educational,
Scientific
and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) on October
27th, 1983 as its 161st
member,” Harris said
at the opening ceremony of Diplomatic Week
2019 earlier today on
Tuesday, April 9.

A group shot of visiting members of the diplomatic and consular corps with members of the Federal Cabinet and Governor General S.W. Tapley
Seaton

several Caribbean territories on September
19; with both the United
States of America
and the Republic
of
Korea
(South
Korea) on September
20; the Republic of
China (Taiwan) on
September 23; with
Canada on October 11,
and with the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela
on October 31.

The
hosting
of
Diplomatic
Week,
which
first
comThe opening cer- menced in 2007 when
emony was attended Dr. Harris served as
by Governor General Minister of Foreign
S.W. Tapley Seaton; Affairs, is another exsenior government of- ample of the high reficials including mem- gard in which St. Kitts
bers of the Federal and Nevis holds for its
diplomatic
Cabinet; the diplomat- growing
ic and consular corps relations.
accredited to St. Kitts
and Nevis as well as Diplomatic Week 2019
those accredited to for- is being celebrated
under the theme,
eign territories.
“Securing a Resilient
through
During 1983, its year Future
of Independence, St. Strategic Diplomacy
Effective
Kitts and Nevis also and
established diplomatic Dialogue.”
relations and effecreflecting
on
tive dialogue with the In
theme,
“My
United Kingdom and this

administration is cognizant that we have
been able to achieve
some successes on account of our global
partnerships
with
organizations
and
Governments such as
yours. So I take the
opportunity to thank
those who have assisted us in our endeavour to develop our
economy, improve the
standard of living of
our country and pave
the way for a better tomorrow for all of our
people.
We continue to entreat
international support
to improve and sustain
our socioeconomic advancements,” Harris
said.
To date, St. Kitts and
Nevis has visa-free access to 158 countries.
This has resulted in
the country’s passport
being ranked 24th in
the world, first in the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean
States
(OECS), and second in
the Caribbean behind
Barbados.
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From the Supervisor of Elections.
Issue 90: Kick Some; Leave some
Media personalities have been attributing powers to the me, Elvin Bailey,
as Supervisor of Elections (SoE), that
no other Supervisor seems to have had.
I declare that have no decision making power in these areas. The reality is
that there are four entities involved in
causing elections and the Supervisor is
charged with the execution of the exerOpposition, and a third, the Chairman
cise only.
who is appointed in the deliberate judgeThe first authority is the government. ment of the Governor General, and
We know its authority. It staffs the who must be an experienced lawyer.
Electoral Office with public servants, Currently, they are Chairman Nasibou
(who can now run for political of- Butler, Member Jason Hamilton for the
fice), and who report to a Permanent Opposition and Member Joseph Liburd
Secretary in one of the line Ministries, for the Government.
currently the Ministry of Justice and
Legal Affairs. It is they who control This Commission, according to the
day to day operations, including the Constitution, shall supervise the
financing of activities, and it’s the of- Supervisor of Elections in the perforfice where registration for voting takes mance of his functions. The functions
place. For the first quarter of 2019, they of the SoE are summarized thus: to
have already registered 507 persons manage the voter registration process
and accepted transfer requests for 122 according to law, and to conduct the
persons. Registration is continuous and elections and or referenda when called
continuing despite our inability to print upon to do so.
the National Identification Cards. There
is the Electoral Commission. This is I have no standing with the Electoral
a three-man Commission, one each Commission, but I sit at meetings to
from the Government and from the present reports on performance and

registration issues, and to receive operational instructions. Another entity is the
Constituency Boundaries Commission,
CBC. This is a five-person grouping,
two parliamentarians from the government side and two parliamentarians
from the Opposition side, and a chairman (not a parliamentarian) chosen by
the Governor General in his own deliberate judgement. This commission is
to review the numbers and sizes of the
constituencies, carve and re-carve constituencies as it sees fit and report to the
authorities (not the SoE). Its mandate
is essentially to make the constituencies and or districts as near equal as
possible, having regard to population,
geographic size and voters. It must do
this work at intervals of not less than 2
nor more than five years.

it is us who are called upon to decide
on government. Also, we can be called
upon to decide on constitutional matters such as in the August 1998 secession referendum, (and some matters
the parliamentarians cannot decide
themselves).
Voter turnout is very important; and ours
makes interesting reading. Federally,
we have seen a turnout as low as 58.5%
in 2004 and a high of 83.3% in 2010,
but it usually hovers around the mid
60%. For the local elections in Nevis,
there has been a low of 64.6% in 1997
and a high of 81.3% in 2011, but again
mid 60% is the norm.

We do not have a minimum voter turnout that legitimizes an election, but
some countries must have a do-over if
I have no standing with the CBC. It there is less than a certain percentage
reports to the Prime Minister who must voter participation; and some counreceive the fiat of parliament before the tries penalizes those who do not vote at
report is sent to the Governor General all. Adult suffrage is a terrible thing to
waste!
for his assent.
The fourth entity is the people, the voters, all 45,000+ of us. Sometimes we
are courted by the politicians, sometimes we are ignored, but at all times

Equally important, each vote must
count in its right place and only once,
to ensure fairness to all. That is my
aim!
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St. Kitts and
Nevis to
have deeper
cooperation
with South
Africa
Lumka Yengeni, High
Commissioner of the
Republic of South
Africa to St. Kitts and
Nevis, presented her
credentials to Prime
Minister
Timothy
Harris during a courtesy call at the Office
of the Prime Minister
on April 8.

the activities planned
for Diplomatic Week
2019.
In presenting her credentials to Harris,
Yengeni thanked the
Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis for its
support in a number of
areas.

(UN), whenever there
is something that is
coming up that South
Africa needs support
for you are always
there and so you are
an important part for
Yengeni is one of many “We appreciate your us. We hope that the
foreign dignitaries who support after apart- relationship that we
is visiting St. Kitts and heid for South Africa. are cementing today
Nevis to participate in At the United Nations it will go a long way,

Lumka Yengeni presents special gift to Prime Minister Harris

government is indeed
appreciative of the
South African government’s efforts to
deepen bilateral cooperation with St. Kitts
and Nevis “and to
maintain the presence
Prime Minister Harris of what we hope will
told the visiting high be active ambassadocommissioner that his rial representation to
meaning that the two
governments
will
have to look at the
areas of cooperation
and see where we can
strengthen each other,”
Yengeni said.

the Government and
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis.”
High Commissioner
Yengeni was one of six
visiting diplomats who
paid courtesy calls on
Prime Minister Harris
on Monday.
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