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Calendar for Exposition 
Nevis 2019 revealed

By Monique Washington 

The Ministry of 
Tourism in the Nevis 
Island Administration 
has launched 
Exposition Nevis 2019 
with a month-long cal-
endar of activities. 

Exposition Nevis is the 
Ministry of Tourism’s 
effort to teach the gen-
eral public of the role 
and purpose of the 
Ministry of Tourism, 
and the critical impact 
that the tourism indus-
try has on the economy 
of the island

Exposition Nevis 2019 
is now in its fourth 
year and was once 
only a week-long. 
But acting Permanent 
Secretary of Tourism 
John Hanley said the 
ministry decided to 

expand the event to a 
month.

The theme for 
this exposition is 
“Celebrating Nevis’ 
Tourism through 
Festivals”. This theme 
aligns with what the 
Caribbean Tourism 
Organisation has des-
ignated 2019 as the 
‘Year of Festivals’ 
in the Caribbean. 
Exposition Nevis will 
run from April 14 until 
May 25.

The month of activities 
will include:

April 19 -- Good 
Friday Kite Flying 
Competition, The 
Flats, Cole Hill – noon.

May 1-- Hospitality 
Immersion for High 
School Students at the 
Four Seasons Resort 

Nevis --10am

May 4 -- Nevis 
Adventures, Hike to 
Saddle Hill. General 
public welcome, 
meeting point at Cox 
Gazebo -- 7am.

May 6 -- Jessups 
Seafood Fiesta 
(Jessups Community 
Centre) – noon

May 6 -- Indian 
Castle Fisher Folks 
Association Event 
Indian Castle Beach 
– noon.

May 8 -- Hospitality 
Immersion for Primary 
School Students Nisbet 
Plantation Beach Club 
--10am

May 10 -- Heritage 
Village Life Nevisian 
Heritage Village, Fothergills --10am

May 17 -- New River 
Farmers’ Cooperative 
Open Day New River 
– 10am

May 21 -- Bank of 
Nevis sponsored 
Tourism Youth 
Congress – NEPAC -- 
10 am

May 26 -- Exposition 
Nevis Tourism Awards 
Cocktail Government 
House Lawns, Bath 
Plain.

Premier of Nevis 

Hon Mark Brantley 
at the launch of Nevis 
Exhibition 2019 said 
that festivals are a criti-
cal component to Nevis’ 
tourism product as they 
showcase the culture, 
heritage and authentic 
pulse of a destination. 

“Across the Caribbean 
region and right here in 
Nevis, festivals focus 
on particular and in par-
ticular themes such as 
food, rum, music, art, 
sport, sailing, religious 
events, literary accom-
plishments and dance, 
among other things,” he 

said 

Brantley urged citizens 
to embrace Nevis’ fes-
tivals and to be proud 
of the vibrant heritage 
and culture that are 
celebrated.

“Let us also recognize 
the importance of festi-
vals in stimulating tour-
ism activity during the 
slow season, through 
the injection of millions 
of dollars in revenue 
at a time of year when 
tourist arrivals are typi-
cally at their lowest,” 
he said.

Acting Permanent Secretary of Tourism John Hanley

Nuff Things Boy Club lends hand 
to cleaning community

By Monique Washington 

Over a dozen members 
of the Nuff Things 
Boys Club this past 
weekend took the ini-
tiative to rid the Mount 
Lily and Fountain 
area of trash, hang-
ing branches and wild 
trees in an effort to 

keep Nevis clean.

On Saturday, 16 young 
men along with found-
er of the Nuff Things 
Boys Club Christiana 
Stapleton Smith and 
other volunteers con-
ducted the clean-up 
effort. The clean-up 
began around 6am and 
the kids were able to 

complete the task be-
fore mid-day.

Smith said that the boys 
were excited about the 
clean up.

“They were thrilled and 
excited. The clean up 
was our part in Youth 
Month which is cel-
ebrated in April,” she 

said.

Youth month is being 
celebrated under the 
theme “My Rights. Your 
Rights. Our Rights. 
Stand for Human 
Rights”. It is a call for 
all young people to raise 
awareness on UNESC0-
sanctioned human 
rights. 

Smith said they cleaned 
from Mount Lily, “we 
cut some of the hanging 
vines that were hanging 
over the road and cut 
down some wild trees,” 
she said.

She said that during the 
clean-up residents en-
couraged her to make 
the clean up a commu-
nity event, having each 

community clean their 
area. She said it is an 
idea she will consider.

Besides the clean, Smith 
said that she tries to instil 
in the boys the impor-
tance of not littering.

“We try to let them 
know, they should not 
litter. Sometimes when 
they come to the club 
and they are eating their 
candy, they put their 
paper in their pockets 
to take home and throw 
in the trash,” she said. 
The next event that is 
planned is a youth rally 
scheduled for May 26. 
The rally will begin 
from the old cinema, 
through Charlestown.

The club caters for boys 

from the age of five 
to 15 years of age and 
meets every Saturday 
from 3:30pm. The mo-
tive and goals of the club 
is “teaching them how 
to pray, learning God’s 
word and knowing Jesus 
personally”. The club 
house began in 2015, but 
in 2018 the club  moved 
into its permanent struc-
ture in West Bury.

The children are being 
taught to play organ, 
banjo, mandolin, gui-
tars by Edwin Williams. 
There is no charge for 
the instruction. Concerts 
and other fund-raising 
activities hosted by the 
young men are held a 
number of times during 
the year. 

Several bags of trash were collected by the Nuff Things Boys Club

Members of the Nuff Things Boys Club last weekend helped clean up the Mount Lily 
and Fountain area of trash
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Byron: digital transformation strategy 
may make government more efficient 

A digital transformation 
strategy aimed at making 
government more effi-
cient when doing business 
with the public, private 
sector and the diaspora is 
expected to be launched 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
shortly.

This was announced 
by Vincent Byron Jr, 
Minister with responsibil-
ity for Communications, 
while addressing mem-
bers of the diplomatic and 
consular corps at a lecture 
on Tuesday, April 9. The 
lecture formed part of the 
2019 edition of Diplomatic 
Week activities in St. Kitts 
and Nevis. “Securing a 
Resilient Future through 
Strategic Diplomacy and 
Effective Dialogue” is 
this year’s theme.

“It looks at processes, as 
well as look at the capac-
ity, capabilities of our 

public servants and so it 
is being done on the basis 
of trying to improve and 
make us more efficient in 
terms of how we deliver 
services to people which 
we hope could also act as 
a catalyst to inviting for-
eign direct investments,” 
Byron said.

He said that in addition to 
making government more 
efficient, the idea of up-
grading internet speed in 
the Federation is also be-
ing looked at.

“One of the real exciting 
parts of this strategy we 
hope, will be to launch 
high speed internet and 
upgrade the current net-
work that we have so that 
we could become one 
of the first small island 
states in the region to have 
such a platform,” Byron 
said.  “I think broadband 
has to be seen as critical 

infrastructure, as our wa-
ter and energy and road 
network. And if we can 
add that and have an ef-
ficient one – fibre to the 
home – it gives us the plat-
form to make us attractive 
to people who would want 
to come and invest and de-
velop,” he added.

Byron said that the need 
for “broader educational 
possibilities from everyone 
allows us to be creative, 
innovative and spawn busi-
nesses here that could help 
us as part of the diversifi-
cation, as well as help us 
grow.”

The Ministry of Justice, 
Legal Affairs and 
Communications is leading 
the project and it’s facili-
tated by a consulting team 
from Deloitte, a manage-
ment consulting company 
in the United States of 
America (USA).

Vincent Byron addressed the members of diplomatic and consular 
corps on April 9.

Performance, 
not DNA

Charges of nepotism by the Opposition have been so loud, so consistent, 
that they were repeated by the young debaters at the recent Leeward 
Islands Debating Competition held in Antigua. The charges were used 
in the debate as tough they were statement of facts.  In one of his lat-
est press conferences, Prime Minister Harris has chosen to defend the 
employment – and promotions – of his siblings.  

To be sure, employment of family members has always happened; and 
charges of nepotism have always followed.  But the reality is that in 
a population as small as ours; in a population as mobile as ours; in a 
population as sexually liberated as ours has been; in a country as literate 
as ours; how do you avoid employing siblings?  

The job should go to the most competent applicant or employee, even if 
that person is a sibling.   Familial connections never be used to discrimi-
nate or justify employment of “seconds”.

In situations like these, we challenge the powers that be to assess per-
formance and not DNA. We recognize that performance-based assess-
ment is hardly ever practiced in these small island states where public 
employees enjoy all the protection of the state.  

In the government service, firings are difficult, rather problem employ-
ees are merely transferred from one place to the other with no change in 
salary.  If PM Harris is correct, his siblings have performed very credit-
ably; they must have to have risen up the ranks as they did. 

We believe the nation would be better served with meaningful dialogue 
about a full day of work, an honest day’s wage, a decent living wage, 
great customer service. Even better, let us talk about reducing absentee-
ism at work, healthy workers, paternity leave, better working conditions 
(lighting, air circulation ergonomics, etc) rather than family connec-
tions. Let us talk real productivity issues.

It is really time to change our narrative to encourage upliftment rather 
than denouncement.  The stones that we are casting is becoming am-
munition against us.   It is time to stop. 
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To the shareholders of RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited

Our opinion 

In our opinion, the accompanying summary financial 
statements of RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited (the Bank) 
are consistent, in all material respects, with the 
audited financial statements, in accordance with 
Section 69(3) of the St. Christopher and Nevis 
Banking Act No.1 of 2015.

The summary financial statements

The Bank’s summary financial statements derived 
from the audited financial statements for the year 
ended October 31, 2018 comprise:

• the summary statement of financial position as 
at October 31, 2018;

• the summary statement of income or loss and 
other comprehensive income or loss for the year 
then ended;

• the summary statement of changes in equity for 
the year then ended;

• the summary statement of cash flows for the year 
then ended; and

• the related notes to the summary financial 
statements.

The summary financial statements do not contain all 
the disclosures required by International Financial 
Reporting Standards. Reading the summary financial 
statements and the auditors’ report thereon, 
therefore, is not a substitute for reading the audited 
financial statements and the auditors’ report thereon. 
The audited financial statements, and the summary 
financial statements, do not reflect the effects of 
events that occurred subsequent to the date of our 
report on the audited financial statements.

The audited financial statements and our report 
thereon

We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on the 
audited financial statements in our report dated 
March 31, 2019.

Management’s responsibility for the summary 
financial statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of 
the summary financial statements in accordance 
with Section 69(3) of the St. Christopher and Nevis 
Banking Act No.1 of 2015.

Auditors’ responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
whether the summary financial statements are 
consistent, in all material respects, with the audited 
financial statements based on our procedures, which 
were conducted in accordance with International 
Standard on Auditing 810 (Revised), ‘Engagements 
to Report on Summary Financial Statements’.

Chartered Accountants
Castries, St. Lucia
April 10, 2019

Summary statement of financial position

 October 31, October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $
Assets  

Cash and cash equivalents 27,608,623 31,979,198 
Statutory deposit with Central Bank 3,478,875 2,899,000 
Loans 40,234,360 46,901,317 
Securities  3,147,570  3,329,449 
Intangible assets 154,727 232,990 
Premises and equipment 1,453,991 1,563,295 
Deferred tax asset 1,693,691 615,733 
Income tax recoverable 159,017 73,989 
Other assets       704,355       991,944 

Total assets 78,635,209 88,586,915

Liabilities  
Customers’ deposits 44,604,781  47,915,686
Due to associates and 
  affiliated companies 3,397,928  1,855,152 
Other liabilities   3,426,324   6,020,325 

Total liabilities 51,429,033 55,791,163

Equity  
Share capital 20,001,222  20,001,222 
Share premium 1,941,734  1,941,734 
Statutory reserve 5,644,965  5,644,965 
Revaluation reserve 217,019  334,754 
(Accumulated deficit)/ 
  retained earnings      (598,764)   4,873,077 

 Total equity 27,206,176 32,795,752

Total equity and liabilities 78,635,209 88,586,915 

On March 27, 2019, the Board of Directors of RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited 
authorised these financial statements for issue.

______________________ Director   _________________ Director
Isaac Solomon Cartwright Farrell

Summary statement of income or loss and other 
comprehensive income or loss

 October 31,  October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $
Interest income 3,420,703 4,058,957
Interest expense    (763,485)    (796,387)

Net interest income 2,657,218 3,262,570
Non-interest income      402,325      780,477

Total revenue 3,059,543 4,043,047

Provision for credit losses (2,992,049) (336,036)
Other operating expenses (6,452,385) (5,127,855)

Total non-interest expenses (9,444,434) (5,463,891)

Loss before taxation (6,384,891) (1,420,844)
Taxation credit/(charge)      995,763    (356,231)

Loss after taxation (5,389,128)  (1,777,075)
Other comprehensive income, 
  net of taxes:  
Items that may be reclassified 
  subsequently to profit or loss: 
Net change in unrealised gains (losses) 
  on available-for-sale securities 
Net gains on available-for-sale 
  financial assets - 339,789
Tax impact                           -    (112,130)

                           -      227,659

Items that will not be reclassified 
  subsequently to profit or loss:  
Net change in unrealised gains (losses) 
  on equity securities at fair value 
  through other comprehensive income (24,291) -
Tax impact                 8,016                           -

       (16,275)                           -

Other comprehensive (loss)/profit 
  for the year, net of taxes       (16,275)      227,659

Total comprehensive loss for the year (5,405,403) (1,549,416)

Basic and diluted loss per share            (1.08)           (0.36)

RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited

Summary Financial Statements 2018
October 31, 2018 (expressed in Eastern Caribbean Dollars)

Independent Auditors’ Report on the Summary Financial Statements Summary statement of changes in equity

      
 Share Share Statutory Revaluation Accumulated deficit/ Total
 capital premium reserve reserve retained earnings equity
 $ $ $ $ $ $
Balance at October 31, 2017 20,001,222 1,941,734 5,644,965  334,754 4,873,077 32,795,752
Transition adjustment                     - - - (101,460) (82,713) (184,173)
Balance as at November 1, 2017 20,001,222 1,941,734 5,644,965 233,294 4,790,364 32,611,579
Net loss after taxation - - - - (5,389,128) (5,389,128)
Other comprehensive income:      
- Changes in fair value                     - - - (16,275) - (16,275)
Total comprehensive loss                     - - - (16,275) (5,389,128) (5,405,403)
Balance at October 31, 2018 20,001,222  1,941,734  5,644,965  217,019  (598,764) 27,206,176

Balance at November 1, 2016 5,001,222  1,941,734  5,644,965  107,095    6,650,152  19,345,168 
Net loss after taxation - - -  (1,777,075) (1,777,075)
Other comprehensive income:      
- Changes in fair value                     - - - 227,659 - 227,659
Total comprehensive loss - - - 227,659  (1,777,075) (1,549,416)
Additional Capital 15,000,000 - - - - 15,000,000
Balance at October 31, 2017 20,001,222  1,941,734  5,644,965  334,754      4,873,077  32,795,752 

ctober 31,

  

Summary statement of cash flows

 October 31,  October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $
Operating activities  
  Loss before taxation (6,384,891)   (1,420,844)
Adjustments for:  
  Provision for credit losses         (2,380) 336,036
  Depreciation and amortisation 185,926 247,614
  Disposals of premises and equipment 1,641 -
  Losses on securities      146,081                    -

  Operating loss before changes in operating assets 
    and liabilities (6,053,623) (837,194)
Decrease/(increase) in operating assets  
  Loans  6,410,985 5,937,650
  Statutory deposit with Central Bank (579,875) 451,000
  Other assets 287,589 (259,450)
Increase /(decrease) in operating liabilities  
Customers’ deposits (3,310,905) (6,463,962)
Due to associates and affiliated companies 1,542,776 1,855,152
Other liabilities (2,594,001) 1,696,283
Taxes paid       (85,028)       (41,316)

Cash (used in)/from operating activities (4,382,082)  2,338,163

Investing activities  
Purchases, sales and redemption of securities 11,507 (125,555)
Additions to premises and equipment                     -      (68,901)

Cash provided by/(used in) investing activities         11,507    (194,456)

Financing activities  
Additional capital                     - 15,000,000

Cash from financing activities                     - 15,000,000

Net (decrease)/increase in cash and cash equivalents (4,370,575)  17,143,707
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of year 31,979,198 14,835,491

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year 27,608,623 31,979,198

Interest received 3,409,415 4,078,973
Interest paid (755,416) (759,971)

Incorporation and business 
activities

RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited (“the Bank”) was 
incorporated in Nevis.  Its principal activities 
are commercial and retail banking operations 
conducted from a sole branch situated in 
Charlestown, Nevis.  The address of its registered 
office is Chapel Street, Charlestown, Nevis. 

The Bank is a 96% subsidiary of RBTT Bank 
Caribbean Limited, a company incorporated in 

St Vincent and the Grenadines, with the parent 
company being RBC Financial (Caribbean) 
Limited (formerly RBTT Financial Holdings 
Limited) which is incorporated in Trinidad 
and Tobago.  On June 16, 2008 RBTT Financial 
Holdings Limited was amalgamated with RBC 
Holdings (Trinidad and Tobago) Limited to 
form the new entity RBC Financial (Caribbean) 
Limited.  RBC Financial (Caribbean) Limited and 
its subsidiaries (“the Group”) are engaged in the 
business of banking and the provision of financial 
services.  Royal Bank of Canada (“RBC”), a 
Canadian chartered bank is the ultimate parent 
of the Group.

The Bank is licensed under the St Christopher 
and Nevis Banking Act No. 1 of 2015 (the “Banking 
Act”) and regulated by the Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB). 

RBTT Bank (SKN) Limited

Summary Financial Statements 2018
October 31, 2018 (expressed in Eastern Caribbean Dollars) (continued)
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENTVacancy

Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers is seeking a 
watch horologist must 
have 5 years experience 
and watch horology 
training. 465-2030

Vacancy

New Vibes Real Vibes 
Bar & Snackette
 Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

Vacancy

RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES 
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms, 
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy

House Hold Help 
Needed Must Speak 
Spanish (Fluent)
Contact: 662-7201

Vacancy

Zoe Sensational Life

Occupational 
Physio Therapist

Naturopathic Doctor & 
Organic Pastry Baker

Contact:660-3647

Vacancy

Handyman need. 

Building maintenance 

3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

Nevis Egg Farm

Seeking A Farmer

Contact: 762-0058

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

NEW MILEAGE
Needs a Store Assistant
Contact:667-0988

Vacancy

Bernard Construction 
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact  :668-2752

Vacancy

Vacancy 
Sales Clerk
JB  Beauty Supply
contact 669-6354

Vacancy

Tropical Engineering
Needs Shutter Installer 
/ Service Technician
Contact: 763-5547

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

Vacancy

M&K Construction 
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner 
With a Manual 
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy

Move And Go 
Construction
One Tileman
Contact:669-5616

Vacancy

Ryan  Construction
Needs Carpenter
Contact:667-6872

Handyman 
needed

Building maintenance 
3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

Vegitarian Resturant/ 
Juice Bar
Kitchen Skills Preferred
On the job training
Contact: 660-5318

Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy 

Caribbean Beach & Swim Wear Ltd. is seeking 3 
sale representatives . Building 15, Suite #102, Port 
Zante. Contact: 662-2999 or 466-0446.

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District 

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Ingrid Phillip Now residing in 
.................... Street  in the town or

Village of Molineaux do 
hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on ............................. Day of 
April 2019 next to the District 
Magistrate At Basseterre for a  
Liquor Licence in respect of my

Premises in Bay Road  Street in 
Basseterre Ferry Terminal

Dated this 22nd day of January 2019 .

Signed: IPhillip

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’A’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Kevis RileyNow residing in George 
Street  in the town or village of 
Newtown do hereby give you notice 
that it is my intention to apply on 1st

day of April, 2019 next to the 
District Magistrate at Basseterre 
for a Retail Liquor Licence in 
respect of my premises

 in George Street Newton

Dated this 26th day of March 2019.

Signed: KRiley

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Lynval Challenger Now resid-
ing in Green Tree Housing Project 
Street  in the town   or village of Old 
Road do hereby give you notice 

that it is my intention to apply on 1st

day of April, 2019 next to the 
District Magistrate at Dieppe Bay

 for a Retail Liquor Licence in 
respect of my premises  in Green 
Tree Housing Project  in Old Road

St.Kitts

Dated this 26th day of March 2019.

Signed: LChallenger

Vacancy

Sales representative, 
work hours. 9am-
5-pm must be able 
to work on Sundays 
when ship in port. 
Apply to: I LOVE 
ST.KITTS BLDG 
24,uNIT 4,Port Zante, 
Basseterre St.Kitts

Email: skbinfo@
yahoo.com

869-662-6778

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely 
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.  

Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm

Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm 

The Charlestown Gallery

Christina God gifted spiri-

tualist I specialize in love 

marriage romance I reunite 

the separated I will bring 

your loved one back to you 

I remove all evil negative 

energy I do what others 

have failed to if you feel 

empty loss confuse I can 

help Call for immediate 

results.  1-561-557-9540

LOOKING FOR PARENT

Top prizes for 
Culturama 

increased by 
$18,000

By Monique Washington 

Culturama 45 is quick-
ly approaching and 
participants will be 
competing for a larger 
cash prize compared to 
past years.

Minister of Culture 
Hon Eric Evelyn an-
nounced that the win-
ning cash prizes have 
been increased for the 
45th anniversary of 
the annual event with 
$18,000 in additional 
money to be spread 
out among the top 
winners.

Miss Culture and 
Senior Calypso King 
has been increased for 
$12,000 to $15,000.  
Soca Monarch has in-
creased from $7,500 to 
$10,000. Mr Kool and 
Ms Swimwear has in-
creased from $6,000 to  
$7,500. Talented Teen 
and Junior Calypso has 
increased from $2,000 
to $3,000 and Parade 
of Troop has increased 
from $5,000 to $7,000.

Executive  of Culturama 
Secretariat Antonio 
“Abonaty” Liburd said 
there would be other 
increases for competi-
tors which would be 
determined by the 
Culturama Committee 
very soon.

In addition to the in-
creased cash prizes, 
Evelyn said that there 
will be many up-
grades at the Cultural 
Complex. He said 
that the current media 
booths will be demol-
ished and new booths  
will be built.

“We will have some 
new  wooden booths 
done for the media 
houses . The media 

houses will be more 
comfortable this year. 
We made the promise 
that we will make them 
more comfortable for 
2019 and we will keep 
that promise,” he said.

In a addition, a new 
ticket booth will be 
built.  

The Cultural complex 
will also be receiving a 
stage covering. 

“We want to cover the 
stage performance area. 
Not with wood or con-
crete but a cover that 
can go up and be taken 
down after Culturama. 
What we realise over 
the years is that once 

you have a perfor-
mance taking place and 
it rains the performance 
has to stop ,” he said.

He said that rain would 
cover the stage in wa-
ter, requiring a perfor-
mance to be stopped 
until the area could be 
mopped and swept. 

“So we decided his 
year to have that stage 
area and that perfor-
mance area covered ,” 
Evelyn said.

Culturama will be 
held from July 25 
to August 6 under 
the theme “LOVE! 
PASSION! PRIDE! 
CULTURAMA 45”

Last year’s Culture Queen, Neila Jones. This year’s 
winner’s will see an increase in prize money.
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From the Supervisor of Elections: 
Issue 91: Imperfections

Due to a faulty encoder which broke 
down in January, we are unable to 
print cards. Nonetheless, we have con-
tinued to register persons; and it has 
been frenetic.  In January, there were 
197 registrations and 42 transfers; in 
February there were 175 registrations 
and 34 transfer applications while in 
March there were 153 registrations 
and 46 transfer applications.  For the 
first quarter, then there were 507 regis-
trations and 122 transfers.  It has never 
been this busy before.

Yet despite this frenzy of activity, 
we’ve heard allegations of malfea-
sance in the registration process.  So 
let me explain again that the absence 
of a valid National Identification Card 
(NIC) does not interfere with your 
right to vote any more than not holding 
a passport cancels your citizenship.  

Adult suffrage is strongly protected un-
der the National Assembly Elections 
Act. It says: “A ballot paper shall be 
issued to any person whose name ap-
pears in the register of voters and who 
is unable to produce his or her national 

identification card, if he or she satisfies 
the presiding officer that (a) a national 
identification card has not been de-
livered to him or her; (b) the national 
identification card delivered to him 
or her is lost or destroyed; or (c) he or 
she has been duly registered to vote 
and his or her particulars appear on 
Form 3A (the picture list); and that he 
or she is the same person whose name 
appears in the register of voters by 
producing a valid passport or other 
Government issued photo identifica-
tion card”.

The protection of voting rights con-
tinues in that a spelling error on the 
electoral list is not fatal to your vot-
ing rights.  Again, here is what the 
law states:   Where there is contained 
in the list of voters a name, address 
and occupation which corresponds 
so closely with the name, address 
and occupation of a person by whom 
a ballot paper is demanded as to sug-
gest that the entry in such list of vot-
ers was intended to refer to him or 
her, such person shall, upon taking 
the oath in the form set out as Form 

No. 16 in the Second Schedule and 
complying in all other respects with 
the provisions of this Act, be entitled to 
receive a ballot paper and to vote, and 
in any such case the name, address and 
occupation shall be correctly entered 
in the poll book and the fact that the 
oath has been taken shall be entered in 
the proper column of the poll book.

A third protection was used in the 
2017 NIA election.  There were per-
sons whose names were on the master 
list of voters but which were omitted 
from the break-out lists when poll-
ing divisions were divided into the 
more manageable stations.  The 
stations were all equipped with 
master lists and so all voters were 
facilitated.   Again, there is a basis 
in law for this: “if, after the lists 
of voters have been published, the 
Chief Registration Officer has rea-
sonable cause to believe that the 
name of a voter which has been 
included in the Register of Voters, 
for any polling division has through 
inadvertence been omitted from the 
list of voters for that division, [he] 

shall ascertain by reference to the 
relevant monthly list whether omis-
sion of that name has in fact been 
made”. 

If the omission is verified, the Chief 
Registration Officer shall insert in 
the copies of the Register of Voters 
the name, address and occupation 
of the voter concerned and initial 
the correction.  If a Writ of Election 
has been issued he or she shall also 
notify the persons whom he or she 
believes to be likely to be nominated 
as candidates for the relevant con-
stituency or who have actually been 
nominated and the presiding officer 
for the polling division concerned.  

These powers, assigned to the 
Supervisor of Elections/Chief 
Registration Officer are designed to 
ensure that every eligible voter may 
vote once in the right place, and that 
fairness is done to all.  It is a good 
thing!

Exclusive: “We were never afraid”

Fishermen feared lost at sea 
recount their ordeal

By Monique Washington 

Vinsente Ismael 
Jimenez, 41, and Carlos 
Jimenez, 36, were lost 
at sea for three days and 
two nights leading to a 
massive search before 
they were rescued on 
Friday near Saba by a 
passenger boat.

But in an exclusive inter-
view with The Observer, 
the two fishermen, who 
are also cousins, said 
they were never afraid 
and are ready to go back 
out onto the sea.

 “Me and my cousin 
were never afraid. We 
were positive all the 
time. We have a lot of 
years fishing. When 
you doing your work 
for so many years, you 
are not supposed to fear 
anything, we survive. 
We are fishermen, we 
know what to do,” said 
Vinsente.

The two fishermen left 
the shores of Nevis on 
Wednesday morning, 
April 10 to set their fish-
ing pots nine miles away 
from the coast. Vinsente 
said that after they had 
left the shore to release 
their pots, they noticed 
that a rope had gotten 
caught in the propeller. 
When they attempted to 

remove it, the boat cap-
sized. They considered 
swimming but decided 
this was not an option as 
they were too far from 
shore.

The men were already 
in trouble but their situ-
ation was about to get 
worse. Some time later, 
after 5:30pm, the rope 
that was anchoring them 
burst and the boat began 
to drift, the men knew 
this would make it hard-
er for rescuers to find 
them. They said they 
had GPS, cell phones, a 
flash light and flares but, 
because the accident 
happened so quickly, 
they had no chance to 
grab these potentially 
life-saving items before 

they floated away.

For three days the men 
had no food, no wa-
ter and no sleep. But 
Vinsente said that de-
spite this, they felt no 
hunger or thirst. Instead, 
they constantly checked 
the horizon for ships. 
He said they saw many 
boats in the area but 
none came close enough 
to see and rescue them. 
They also spotted rescue 
plans.

“We saw the planes two 
times. But the water was 
bad so they couldn’t see 
us,” he said.

They said that the water 
between Saba and St. 
Martin was very rough 
and they got knocked 

off of the boat numerous 
times.

Carlos said that on 
Friday afternoon, while 
between Saba and St. 
Martin, he told his 
cousin, if they were not 
rescued at this point they 
may die on the ocean. If 
they drifted beyond St. 
Martin there were no 
other islands, only open 
ocean. “We can survive 
one week, maybe two. 
But no more than that,” 
said Carlos. Facing the 
prospect of being lost at 
sea, it was then that help 
came in the form of a 
passenger boat. 

“We saw a boat. It came 
from the corner from 
St. Martin to Saba. We 
were in the middle and 

flagged it down with my 
red shirt, “Carlos said.

Back on Nevis, authori-
ties were conducting a 
massive search while 
members of the small 
Spanish community 
prayed and held a can-
dlelight vigil. 

“Plenty persons in the 
world prayed for us. A 
lot of people prayed. 
Jesus was looking out 
for us. When we were 
on the boat we felt the 
prayers,” said Carlos.

“Jesus was the head.”

On Saba, both men were 
given the option of be-
ing taken to a hospital 
but they declined.  “All 
I wanted was some hot 

tea, a dark room and a 
warm shower. When I 
woke up, I ate some-
thing. The people in 
Saba are very nice. They 
treated us very well,” 
Vinsente said.

They said that they were 
happy to return to their 
families on Saturday and 
were thankful to see so 
many well wishers.

“I wanted to hug every-
body but they took us to 
the hospital right away. I 
was so happy,” Vinsente 
said.

When questioned about 
the aftermath of their or-
deal, Carlos said, “I wish 
that, what happened to 
us, to never happen to 
anyone else,”

However, both men said 
they would return to the 
sea, as early as the end 
of the week. 

“That is my job, go-
ing fishing. I am soon 
ready and I am going 
back. I am not afraid to 
go on water. What hap-
pened was a small ac-
cident. If you get in a 
small car accident does 
that mean you would 
not get in another car? 
You would. So I am 
going back,” Vinsente 
said.

Carlos Jimenez Vinsente Ismael Jimenez
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Summary statement of financial position
As at October 31, 2018
 At October 31, At October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $
Assets  
 Cash and cash equivalents  121,485,095 88,714,559
 Balances with central bank 21,536,147 23,461,467
 Loans and advances to customers 160,521,657 171,711,726
 Securities 137,488 184,090
 Due from associated and 
   affiliated companies 566,017,749 411,168,613
 Intangible assets 122,336 221,359
 Premises and equipment 1,691,559 1,934,979
 Income tax recoverable 710,602 511,390
 Deferred tax assets 1,882,901 1,599,480
 Other assets       2,792,602       3,170,749

Total assets 876,898,136 702,678,412

Liabilities  
 Due to banks 2,210,865 2,970,446
 Customers’ deposits 266,333,301 283,451,328
 Due to associated and 
   affiliated companies 596,157,015 396,267,337
 Post-retirement benefit obligations 260,260 353,934
 Other liabilities    11,761,178     19,263,020

Total liabilities 876,722,619 702,306,065

Capital accounts  
 Assigned capital - -
 Other reserves 480,371 28,300
 Retained earnings        (304,854)          344,047

Total capital accounts          175,517          372,347

Total capital and liabilities 876,898,136 702,678,412

Approved on March 31, 2019 

_____________________   ________________________  
Chad Allen Eleciah Boone
Country Manager Manager Financial Reporting
RBC, St Kitts & RBTT, Nevis RBC, Eastern Caribbean

To the Management of Royal Bank of Canada St. Kitts 
Branch Operations

Our opinion

In our opinion, the accompanying summary financial 
statements of Royal Bank of Canada St. Kitts Branch 
Operations (the Branch) are consistent, in all material 
respects, with the audited financial statements, on the 
basis described in Note 2.

The summary financial statements

The Branch’s summary financial statements derived 
from the audited financial statements for the year 
ended October 31, 2018 comprise:

• the summary statement of financial position as at 
October 31, 2018;

• the summary statement of income and other 
comprehensive income for the year then ended;

• the summary statement of changes in capital 
accounts for the year then ended;

• the summary statement of cash flows for the year 
then ended; and

• the related notes to the summary financial 
statements.

The summary financial statements do not contain all 
the disclosures required by International Financial 
Reporting Standards. Reading the summary financial 
statements and the auditors’ report thereon, therefore, 
is not a substitute for reading the audited financial 
statements and the auditors’ report thereon. The 
audited financial statements and the summary financial 
statements do not reflect the effects of events that 
occurred subsequent to the date of our report on the 
audited financial statements.

The audited financial statements and our audit report 
thereon

We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on the 
audited financial statements in our report dated March 
31, 2019.

Management’s responsibility for the summary 
financial statements

Management is responsible for the preparation 
of the summary financial statements on the basis 
described in Note 2.

Auditors’ responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
whether the summary financial statements are 
consistent in all material respects, with the audited 
financial statements based on our procedures, 
which were conducted in accordance with 
International Standard on Auditing 810 (Revised), 
‘Engagements to Report on Summary Financial 
Statements’.

 

Chartered Accountants
Castries, St. Lucia
April 8, 2019

Royal Bank of Canada - St. Kitts Branch Operations

Summary Financial Statements 2018
October 31, 2018 (expressed in Eastern Caribbean Dollars)

Independent auditors’ report on the summary financial statements

Summary statement of income and other 
comprehensive income
For the year ended October 31, 2018
 Year ended Year ended
 October 31, October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $

Interest income 14,505,240 13,810,031
Interest expense    (2,543,701)    (2,864,570)

Net interest income 11,961,539 10,945,461
Non-interest income      8,198,343     7,153,018

Total revenue 20,159,882 18,098,479

Non-interest expenses (10,659,058) (9,449,793)
Provision for credit losses    (2,074,619)    (2,414,905)

Net income before taxation  7,426,205 6,233,781
Taxation    (1,839,261)     (2,062,100)

Net income after taxation     5,586,944     4,171,681

Other-comprehensive income  
Items that will not be classified 
  subsequently to profit or loss: 
Re-measurement loss on post-retirement 
  benefit liability             (9,079)           13,116

Items that may be reclassified 
  subsequently to profit or loss: 
Net change in AFS investments 
  arising during the year          (46,602)           15,184

           (55,681)           28,300

Other comprehensive (loss)/income 
  for the year         (55,681)          28,300

Total comprehensive income, 
  net of taxation     5,531,263    4,199,981

Royal Bank of Canada - St. Kitts Branch Operations

tatements 2018 Summary Financial Statements 2018
October 31, 2018 (expressed in Eastern Caribbean Dollars) continued

Summary statement of capital accounts
For the year ended October 31, 2018
 Assigned Other Retained 
 capital reserves earnings Total

Balances – October 31, 2016 - - 1,150,760 1,150,760
Net income for the year - - 4,171,681 4,171,681
   Changes in fair value - 15,184 - 15,184
   Re-measurement of post-retirement 
     benefit obligation          - 13,116 - 13,116

Total comprehensive income  - 28,300 - 28,300
Amounts remitted to Head Office          - - (4,978,394) (4,978,394)

Balances – October 31, 2017 - 28,300 344,047 372,347
Transition adjustment          - 507,752 (2,715,176) (2,207,424)

Balances - November 1, 2017 Restated - 536,052 (2,371,129) (1,835,077)
Net income for the year - - 5,586,944 5,586,944
Other comprehensive income - - - -
   Changes in fair value - (46,602) - (46,602)
   Re-measurement of post-retirement 
     benefit obligation          - (9,079) - (9,079)

Total comprehensive loss - (55,681) - (55,681)
Amounts remitted to Head Office          - - (3,520,669) (3,520,669)

Balances – October 31, 2018          - 480,371 (304,854) 175,517

Summary statement of cash flows
For the year ended October 31, 2018
 Year ended Year ended
 October 31, October 31,
 2018 2017
 $ $
Income before taxation 7,426,205 6,233,781
Adjustments for:   
Impairment (losses)/recoveries on loans and advances 2,074,619 2,414,905
Loss on disposal of premises and equipment (18,798) 5,177
Depreciation and amortisation of assets 489,025 511,014
Interest income - loans and advances (11,367,525) (11,726,223)
Interest income - investments (3,137,715) (2,083,808)
Interest expense       2,543,701        2,864,570

 1,990,488 1,780,584
(Increase)/decrease in operating assets:  
Balances with Central Bank 1,925,320 5,318,312
Loans and advances to customers 5,775,371 (6,373,356)
Due from associated and affiliated companies (154,849,136) (165,221,370)
Other assets 1,845,010 4,383,559
Increase/(decrease) in operating liabilities:  
Due to banks (759,581) 167,700
Customers’ deposits (17,118,027) (16,971,517)
Due to associated and affiliated companies 199,889,678 173,165,246
Other liabilities     (7,623,058)        6,859,486

 27,095,089 (452,524)
Interest income received – loans and advances  to customers 11,393,093 11,710,313
Interest paid (2,566,995) (2,979,778)
Corporation taxes paid     (2,321,894)         (943,558)

Cash  provided by operating activities   33,599,293      7,334,453

Investing activities  
Purchase of investment securities 46,602 (159,090)
Investment income received  2,744,794 2,034,638
Additions to premises and equipment (155,534) (280,995)
Proceeds from disposal of premises and equipment             27,750                         -
Net cash provided by investing activities      2,663,612      1,594,553

Financing activities  
Amounts remitted to head office     (3,492,369)     (4,978,394)

Net cash used in financing activities    (3,492,369)    (4,978,394)

Net  increase in cash and cash equivalents 32,770,536 3,950,612
Cash and cash equivalents – beginning of year    88,714,559    84,763,947

Cash and cash equivalents– end of year  121,485,095   88,714,559

Notes to summary financial 
statements

1. Incorporation and business activities

Royal Bank of Canada St. Kitts Branch Operations 
(“The Bank” or “RBC”) whose principal place of 
business of its Head Office is 200 Bay Street, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada, is a chartered bank 
operating under the Bank Act of Canada and is 
registered in the Federation of St Christopher 
and Nevis as an external company under the 
Companies Act, with its principal place of business 
as Bay & Fort Streets, Basseterre, St. Kitts.

The Bank is licensed as a foreign bank under 
the Banking Act (“the Act”) which governs the 
operations of financial institutions in St. Kitts and 
regulated by the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank.

On December 1st, 2014 RBC entered into a 
business transfer agreement with RBTT Bank 
Caribbean Limited (“RBTT Caribbean”) and 
acquired the banking business of the St. Kitts 
Branch of RBTT Caribbean by vesting order.

The principal activities in St. Kitts are retail 
banking and related operations.

2. Basis of preparation

The audited financial statements are prepared 
in accordance with International Financial 
Reporting Standards. The summary financial 
statements are derived from the audited financial 
statements and are prepared in accordance with 
Section 69(3) of the St. Christopher and Nevis 
Banking Act No. 4 of 2015.
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St. James and Charlestown Primary 
school out cook competitors 

By Monique Washington 

The Charlestown 
Primary and the 
St. James Primary 
schools on Nevis 
have been named the 
first ever My Healthy 
Plate Junior chef 
champions, out cook-
ing their competitors.

It was an exciting af-
ternoon at NEPAC as 
all eighteen children 
were geared up in 
their aprons, hair nets, 
chef hats and gloves. 
The children, with the 
help of their chaper-
ones, demonstrated 
their culinary skills 
as they prepared one 
healthy dish using 
chicken breast, spin-
ach, pumpkin, car-
rots, and whole grain 
pasta. 

One supporter, 
Llewellyn Sunshine 
Caines, said the com-
petition was the “best 
thing ever” as it helps 
to mould local chefs 
at an early age.

“These are the fu-
ture. It is the right 
thing to do right now. 
Prep them and get 
them ready for the 
real world. Nevis is 

a travelling destina-
tion. We need good 
chefs. We don’t need 
to import chefs from 
all over the world, 
we just need to train 
them, groom them 
and they will be 
ready,” Caines said. 

The My Healthy 
Plate Junior Chef 
Competition was 
held on Monday at 
the Nevis Performing 
Arts Theatre. A pair of 
fourth grade students 
from nine primary 
schools, Montessori 
Academy, Violet 
O’Jeffers-Nichol ls 
(VOJN), St. James, 
Charlestown, St 
.Thomas, Ivor Walters, 
Cecele Brown 
Integrated, Nevis 
Academy and Maude 
Cross participated in 
a two judge segment 
cooking competition. 

The competition was 
held after months of 
training in the  My 
Healthy Plate pro-
gramme which tar-
geted all grade four 
students from every 
primary school on 
Nevis. The event was 
a collaborative effort 
between the Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs and the 

Ministry of Education.

In opening remarks, 
Permanent Secretary 
of Agriculture Huey 
Sargeant said they 
were looking for ways 
to get children excited 
about healthy food 
and making it tasty.

“Truth be told, many 
of the bad eating habits 
that children practice 
are really of a result 
of poor decisions or 
the inability of parents 
or guardians to impart 
proper eating habits. 
As a community we 
have a responsibility 
to support each other,” 
he said .

“As our children 
learn, parents and 
guardians can learn as 
well and not just leave 
the lessons here today 
but take them home,” 
Sargeant said.

At the end of the cook-
ing competition each 
child was presented 
with a certificate and 
each team was pre-
sented with a cutting 
board and a wooden 
spoon. 

The other placing 
schools were Ivor 
Walters Primary and 

Nevis Academy tied 
for third position. In 
second position was 
the VOJN Primary and 

tied for first position 
was the Charlestown 
Primary and the 
St James Primary 

School. Each plac-
ing school received a 
glass trophy.

Co-winners Charlestown primary school Co-winners St. James primary 

Ready, Eggy, Go!
Several children at the 
the St. Christopher 
Children’s Home got 
an Easter treat as they 
spent their Sunday 
decorating and hunting 
for Easter eggs.

The event was hosted 
by the Rotary Club 
of St. Kitts, who have 
done several events 
with the Children’s 
Home.

“We’ve done kite fly-
ing on Easter with 
them, we’ve done a 
beach clean up with 
them with Basseterre 
High School. We’ve 
done a cooking session 
where they learned to 
bake doughnuts, john-
ny cakes and cookies,” 
said Rotary Club of St. 
Kitts President Leah 
Crag-Chaderton.

“We do it because we 
have a civic duty to the 
children in the commu-
nity,” said Crag. “We 
have to help be part of 

their upbringing.”

The day started with 
egg painting at the 
Children’s Home with 
the kids showing a lot 
of focus as they paint-
ed their eggs bright 
colours. Then it moved 
on to the egg hunt, 
something the kid’s 
were definitely ready 
for.

The children lined up 
with shopping bags 
and as soon as the word 
“Go!” was heard they 
were off, searching 
in ledges, the ground, 
between bricks and 
shaking mango tree 
branches in search of 
candy-filled eggs.

“I think it was well 
received, the children 
were very excited by 
the egg hunt. We saw 
their creativity with 
the egg painting,” said 
Crag.

St. Christopher 

Children’s Home 
board member Kym 
Taylor said she be-
lieved the event went 
well, in particular the 
Easter Egg hunt.

“There were sweets in-
volved right?,” Taylor 
jokingly asked.

“It looks like everyone 
had a lot of fun. And 
it was so nice to get 
one of the community 
groups to come by and 
spend time with the 
children.”

“The children are very 
sociable, they like 
when anyone pays at-
tention to them just 
like any children in 
any family.”

Taylor said the 
Children’s Home has 
several ongoing part-
nerships with com-
munity groups to 
provide activities with 
children. At Christmas 
time one of the cruise 

ships stages a pageant 
for the Children and 
volunteers take them 
on hikes.

The Rotary Club said 

it will be back as well, 
and are consider doing 
the Easter Egg hunt 
again.

“We are thinking of 

because of how well 
it went, there’s a pos-
sibility that it will be 
an annual event,” said 
Crag.

 child decorates an egg during an Easter event at the St. Christopher’s Home

Children looked in nooks and crannies and beneath pieces of wood during the Easter 
egg hunt held at the St. Christopher Children’s Home

Rotary Club of St. Kitts President Leah Crag-Chaderton explains the rules of the 
Easter egg hunt.
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Rotary gives back with Easter baskets
By Kenichi Serino

It’s a Friday night and 
members of the Rotary 
Club of St. Kitts are 
up to their elbows in 
canned milk and toilet 
paper instead of ra-
dlers and rum.

The reason? 24 Easter 
baskets for needy fam-
ilies filled with food 
and toiletries that will 
be distributed in the 
Conaree, Keys, and 
Cayon area.

“We do this three 
times a year, once at 
Christmas, Easter and 
Independence,” says 
Rotary Club of St. 
Kitts President Leah 
Crag-Chaderton.

“We’re going to touch 
24 homes. We work 
in collaboration with 
Mickey’s H.O.P.E. 
and he identifies needy 
families around the 

island for us.”

Crag said the Rotary 
Club has been doing 
the baskets for the past 
15 years and the initia-
tive was started when a 
past president realized 
how many people on 
St. Kitts were living 
below the poverty line 
and were in great need.

“There are people 
who don’t know what 
they’re going to eat to-
day,” says Crag.

“There are people who 
get up, go to work, 
send their children to 
school and have no 
food in their home.”

The baskets were ini-
tially sponsored by 
supermarkets, but 
with increasing food 
prices this became 
no longer feasible 
for them. Christophe 
Harbour now provides 
sponsorship, helping 

out with a donation 
of EC $4,000 for ev-
ery holiday. The bas-
ket items come from 
Ram’s Supermarket 
who, while they can 
no sponsor, does offer 
the food and toiletries 
to the Rotary Club at a 
discount.

The Rotarians pack 
the food and distribute 
themselves, which can 
involve some sacrifice 
of time considering 
when the donations oc-
cur, Christmas, Easter 
and Independence, 
are busy times for 
families.

“We try to be mindful 
of that.”

Back at the packing 
event, Rotarians are 
trying to efficiently 
stock the baskets.

“You’re messing up 
my programme,” says 
Sonya Parry to Dr. 

Dwain Archibald who 
is dropping cans of 
food into a basket.

“How did you have it,” 
asks Archibald. 

“Neat,” replies Parry.

Crag says the baskets 
make a big difference, 
and families who re-
ceive them are often 
overwhelmed.

“When they see the 
amount of food they’re 
getting they’re usually 
quite overwhelmed. 
We’ve had several 
people cry, just break 
down in tears. They 
would say ‘we were 
just praying about this 
yesterday because we 
didn’t have any food 
for our children. And 
now here you are with 
all this food.’,” says 
Crag.

“We get comfort-
able living in our 

little bubble. We tend 
to complain about 
things, ‘we don’t have 
the latest iPhone woe 
is me’, and there are 
people living on St. 
Kitts who do not have 
an indoor title.” 

Crag said the Rotary 
has also made chang-
es to what goes into 
the basket based on 
feedback from the 
recipients. Some are 
diabetics, who have to 
avoid flour or sugar. 
They’re given oats in-
stead of pasta or rice.

“There are some peo-
ple who request soup,” 
said Crag. “We actu-
ally didn’t think of that 
before, people couldn’t 
eat solid food.”

They also try to give 
smaller cans of items 
that can be consumed 
in one day. Crag es-
timates of the 24 bas-
kets they distribute, 

three or four do not 
have electricity and do 
not have a refrigerator. 
This means that what-
ever they open must be 
consumed in a day.

Crag said the pro-
gramme also “spins 
off” into other things, 
with Rotary help-
ing some of the re-
cipients organize for 
their other needs like 
medicine, clothing 
or home repairs. She 
says participating in 
the programme has 
changed her.

“It’s actually made me 
more grateful, every-
time I catch myself 
feeling as though I’m 
less off because maybe 
I can’t afford a particu-
lar items, I remind my-
self that that is a luxury 
and there are people 
who would love to 
have what I have.

Rotarians pack 24 baskets for distribution to needy families for Easter.

Baskets were distributed Rotarians in the Cayon area.

Rotary Club District General Trevor Blake covers baskets with plastic wrap before they 
are packed into vehicles for distribution.

Rotarian Dr. Dwain Archibald carries a packed basket to vehicles ahead of distribution 
on Saturday

SKCA executive gets new mandate
By Loshaun Dixon

Dennis Philip has been 
returned to the helm 
of the St. Kitts Cricket 
Association (SKCA) 
for a third straight term 
following elections 
last Thursday.

Philip will be joined 
by returning Vice 
President Charles 
Morton, Secretary 
Carlene Delaney and 
new Treasurer Ricky 
Bharat who were all 
elected unopposed. 

Yvette Brown was 
elected secretary trea-
surer, narrowly defeat-
ing Steve Saunders for 
the post.  Speaking 
after the election of of-
ficers, Philip said that 
it was time that the 
association strengthen 
their communication 
with the public.

He also said it was 
time to to help promote 

cricketers from St. 
Kitts onto the West 
Indies cricket team.

“I do hope that in the 
next two years we will 
get a player or two 
on to the West Indies.
For years I have been 
saying the players can 
do a lot better,” Philip 

said.

Philip suggested that 
the sourcing of a sports 
psychologist may be 
necessary to help the 
players recognise their 
full potential.

As it relates to on-field 
accomplishments Philip 

was proud of the St. Kitts 
senior team for win-
ning the Leeward Island 
50-over tournament for 
three years in a row but 
expressed concerns re-
garding the average age 
of the team. He said that 
too many players under 
the age of 25 were not 
making enough strides 

to make the team. Philip 
said he was also proud 
of the women cricketers 
who were able to play 
hard ball cricket and also 
represent the Leeward 
Islands.

He also announced plans 
to place lights at the 
Conaree Cricket Centre, 

a venue adopted by the 
association.

“We have received 
estimates for lights at 
Conaree we are hop-
ing we can acquire that. 
We have the assistance 
of the owners of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots. 
They are helping source 
some lights that are 
cheaper,” said Philip.

Philip also promised that 
this would be his last 
term as president and 
he would hand over the 
reigns when his term is 
up.

Six other people were 
elected to management 
positions at SKCA in-
cluding Elvis Isaac, 
Whycliffe Mitcham, 
Gary Rogers, Steve 
Saunders, Jacques 
Taylor and Percy 
Daniel.

All elected executive 
,members will serve 
for a two year term.

Executive of St. Kitts Cricket Association following election on Thursday
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Taiwan to participate in Ag 
Open for first time

For the first time the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) will par-
ticipate the Agriculture 
Open Day in St. Kitts 
taking place at La 
Guerite, April 25-26, the 
Taiwan External Trade 
Development Council 
(TAITRA) said in a 
statement. During the 

Agriculture Open Day, 
the Taiwan Pavilion will 
display award-winning 
products, gardening 
and quick coupling 
products manufactured 
by Taiwanese compa-
nies, and the Taiwan 
Technical

Mission’s project 

exhibition.

The pavilion will also 
provide information to 
businesses interested in 
exporting to Taiwan.

TAITRA said it will pro-
mote mutual exchange 
and collaboration be-
tween Taiwan and St. 

Kitts & Nevis through-
out the two-day event. 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
neighbouring countries 
are potential markets for 
Taiwan. 

 “The Taiwan’s agricul-
tural technology and 
machinery equipment is 
well-known worldwide 
for its high quality and 

competitive prices. 

Therefore, we see this 
event as an excellent 
platform for Taiwanese

enterprises to display 
their premium prod-
ucts, and meet poten-
tial buyers and partners 
for possible business 
cooperation,” TAITRA 

said. 

TAITRA warmly wel-
comes enterprises 
to visit the Taiwan 
Pavilion and take this 

opportunity to meet 
Taiwanese enterprises 
at the Agriculture 
Open Day. 

Taiwan Resident Ambassador to St. Kitts and Nevis His Excellency Tom Lee in a file 
photo.

SKN position 
on Venezuela 

consistent: Hull
St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ Permanent 
Representative to 
the Organisation of 
American States 
(OAS) Everson Hull 
spoke at length to the 
respect of a nation’s 

sovereignty with re-
gards to Venezuela’s 
problems and how the 
undermining of that 
sovereignty leads to 
the disregard for inter-
national law. During a 
press conference with 

the diplomatic and 
consular corps accred-
ited to St. Kitts and 
Nevis on April 8 at 
the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort as part of 
Diplomatic Week 2019 
(April 7-12) under 

the theme “Securing 
a Resilient Future 
through Strategic 
Diplomacy and 
Effective Dialogue”, 
Hull affirmed that St. 
Kitts and Nevis’ posi-
tion to abstain on a 
vote by the OAS to 
recognize the legitima-
cy of the presidency of 
Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro was 
as a result of fully 
complying with the 
OAS and United 
Nation’s (UN) Charter 
on non- intervention.

“The position that St. 
Kitts and Nevis has 
taken is fully consis-
tent with that which 
is taken by the Heads 
of the CARICOM 
group as well as both 
the United Nations 
Charter as well as the 
OAS Charter. The 
policy explicitly states 
that there must be no 
intervention in the af-
fairs of a member state 
without the explicit re-
quest of that member,” 
Hull said.

He went on to say that, 
“If St. Kitts and Nevis 
is to intervene in the 
affairs of Venezuela 
that request must come 
from Venezuela. That 
has not happened and 
therefore we start off 
with that—the OAS 
being in violation of 
the principles of its 
own Charter, as well 

as the UN has the same 
principles, so therefore 
on that basis, we have 
abstained from vot-
ing rather than taking 
sides.”

Hull further added that 
“taking sides explicitly 
implies that if indeed 
we are not encourag-
ing dialogue in this 
zone of peace that we 
created, the logical ex-
tension of this is going 
to war and no one of 
us within the region 
wants to have this es-
pecially in our tourist-
centric region. So, it is 
an issue that continues 
to be troubling to us.”

He said that interim 
president Juan Guaidó 
has not been elected 
by anyone and logi-
cally speaking is dis-
qualified from being a 
member of the OAS. 
Additionally, he said 
that the OAS Charter 
explicitly outlines, 
“that we should not 
place someone who 
has not been elected 
in a seat in the OAS 
unless that person has 
at first been reviewed 
by the foreign affairs 
ministers of the region 
and kicked up to the 
next level of the UN 
General Assembly.”

“None of that has oc-
curred so as far as 
we’re concerned the 
proposal to place Juan 

Guaidó, the interim 
president, in the seat 
of the OAS is essen-
tially an illegality. 
Voting in favour of 
that issue is essen-
tially voting for an 
illegal action, which 
we will not do—so 
we are vigorously op-
posed to that,” said 
Hull, while pointing 
out that CARICOM 
is split on this deci-
sion, namely members 
such as Jamaica, the 
Bahamas, Haiti, and 
Saint Lucia, which 
he said remains very 
troubling.

“We’re hoping that 
if Saint Lucia holds 
strain and takes the po-
sition that CARICOM 
has taken, we believe 
that the resolution 
will not pass and the 
interim Juan Guaidó 
will not be placed in 
the OAS—so that is 
still up for grabs right 
now,” Hull said.

18 votes are needed 
from stopping the 
action going for-
ward, the Permanent 
Representative to the 
OAS said.

Everson Hull said the 
OAS and UN’s charter 
on non-compliance 
prevents St. Kitts and 
Nevis from interven-
ing in the situation 
in Venezuela without 
Venezuela’s request.

St. Kitts and Nevis’ Permanent Representative to the Organisation of American States 
(OAS) Everson Hull
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Pedestrian injured 
on Fort street

An investigation is 
currently being con-
ducted into a traffic ac-
cident that occurred on 
Fort street, Basseterre 
on April 12 in which 
a pedestrian was 
injured, Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force said in a 
statement.

The accident oc-
curred at approximate-
ly 5:45pm. It involved 
motor car PA7183, 
which is owned and 
was being driven 
by Jevon Ritchen of 
Taylors, and a pedes-
trian by the name of 
Stanley Thompson of 
Ponds Pasture.

Circumstances are 
that Ritchen was trav-
elling north along 
Fort Street. When he 
got in the vicinity of 
Big Sale, Thompson 

crossed the road from 
west to east from be-
hind a parked vehicle. 
Thompson and the 
motor car collided.

Thompson was taken 
to the J.N.F General 
Hospital by ambu-
lance for medical at-
tention. He sustained 

injuries to his left leg 
and waist. He remains 
warded at the hospital 
in stable condition. 
Ritchen was taken 
into police custody for 
questioning and sub-
sequently released.

Investigations into the 
matter are ongoing. 

Fort street in Basseterre was the scene of an accident 
on April 12 which left a pedestrian injured
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