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By Dan Ehrlich

Among the cruel injus-
tices endured by many 
members of the so-called 
“Windrush Generation,” 
of particular note are the 
cases of Britain’s state-
less children. 

Most are the grown  off-
spring of Caribbean and 
other Commonwealth 
migrants who were either 
born in Britain or lived 
here most of their lives, 
yet have been denied citi-
zenship and many social 
services, as well as the 
near impossible task of 

getting a decent job.

Generally over most of 
the world children born 
in a certain country are 
considered citizens of 
that country. Yet, in the 
past the UK has taken a 
chapter from the Arab 
World playbook, where 
kids of Palestinian refu-
gees born in various 
Arab nations, have long 
been denied citizenship 
in those nations.

Something similar has 
been happening in the 
UK. Decades after le-
gally arriving in Britain 
some immigrants have 

lost their passports or 
visas. They, along with 
their children, born in the 
UK, have been placed in 
a stateless limbo.

While much of this is the 
product of government 
regulations and even in-
competence, there also 
has been an element of 
carelessness on the part 
of the immigrants who 
either lose their identity 
paper or fail to apply for 
new ones.

WINDRUSH KIDS

STORY ON PAGE 3... 
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New Minister 
of Culture 
promises 

biggest 
Culturama 

ever
The new Minister of Culture the Hon Eric Evelyn 
has promised that Culturama 2018, running from 
July 26 to August 7,  will be the biggest and grand-
est ever with a packed calendar of events and pre 
events leading a special main event.

The slogan for this year’s festival is Fete Food 
and Folklore Culturama 44 which was penned by 
Senaya Daniel. .

Speaking at the Media launch Hon Evelyn said he 
is looking forward to the “Greatest Summer Lime”

“We want Culturama 44 to be the biggest and the 
grandest ever. It was said that Culturama last year 
was the best ever but as the new minister of Culture 
I want to have bragging rights to say Culturama 
2018 was the biggest ever staged in Nevis. I want 
Culturama to live up to its name, “The Greatest 
Summer lime… on earth,” he said.

The Chairpersons for the different shows and other 
events were revealed at the launch. 

Tesia Burton will be returning as the Chair for the 
Miss Culture Pageant, Sidamo Jones back as Chair 
for the Miss Culture Swimwear, Keith Glasgow re-
turning as the Chair for the Senior Calypso, Warren 
Moving returns as the Chair for Junior Calypso.

Huey Sergeant returns as Marketing and PRO 
for Culturama, Roger Field is Chair of the 
Senior Parade, the Nevis Cultural Development 
Foundation holds responsibility for the Junior 
Street Parade, Charmin Howell returns as Festival 
Development Officer, Wasim Richards returns as 
Street activities /Cultural Village entertainment and 
Remigio ‘Itebulous’ Powell returns as Soca Chair.

This year’s Patron of Culturama 2018 is Cleffrin 
‘Shine’ Daniel, whose  original role in the Giant 
Despair was that of the ‘Evangelist’. After the 
retirement of David ‘Grey Beard’ Sutton he then 
acted as the Giant.  Daniel is still very passionate 
about the Giant Despair and vows to pass on the 
knowledge gathered over the years so that the tradi-
tion could continue on Nevis. 

He also fondly recalls Giant Despair performances 
in every village on Nevis and at various events on 
the sister island of St. Kitts.

Culturama officially has a grand opening July 27  
followed by the Junior Kaiso Competition and will 
end  with the Grand Street Parade on stage display 
and Last Lap
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All 12 jury- Alexander Diaz 
not guilty of murder

By Monique Washington

Dominican citizen 
Alexander Diaz, 
charged with murder-
ing fellow countryman 
Pabel Santana back in 
2014, was found not 
guilty of all charges after 
a 10 day trial at the High 
Court in Charlestown.

A 12 member jury 
of four women and 
eight men found Diaz 

unanimously not guilty 
of murder and 11-1 
not guilty of the lesser 
charge of manslaughter 
Thursday.

Diaz was accused of 
murdering one of his 
countrymen Santana 
December 21, 2014 
at  Enrique’s Bar in 
Charlestown.

The trial began Tuesday 
(April 17) and was  be-
ing prosecuted by the 

Director of Public 
Prosecution Valston 
Graham alongside 
Tristan Vasquez. Diaz 
was represented by de-
fence attorney Chesley 
Hamilton. On Tuesday 
Diaz pleaded not guilty 
to murder and the lesser 
charge of manslaughter.

The DPP brought for-
ward two eye witnesses, 
two doctors, Forensic 
Pathologist Dr. Valery 
Alexandrov and Dr 

Robert George and 
three police officers, 
and a IT technician and 
CCTV video footage of 
the night Santana was 
stabbed.

The defence brought 
forward no witnesses. 
On Wednesday both 
sides gave its closing 
arguments.

On Thursday ( April 26) 
Her Ladyship Justice 
Victoria Charles-Clarke 
gave her summation 
of the trial and the jury 
deliberated. After three 

hours the jury returned 
a unanimous not guilty 
on the murder charge 
but was hung 6-6 on the 
charge of manslaughter. 
They were sent back to 
deliberate and returned 
with an 11-1 not guilty 
verdict on the charge of 
manslaughter.

Shouts of joy from Diaz 
family rang out in the 
court room as his aunt 
wept tears of joy. Justice 
Charles-Clarke turned 
to Diaz and said “you 
are now free to go”. The 
Observer spoke with 

Diaz after the trial who 
said that after four years 
in Her Majesty’s Prison 
in St. Kitts he is thank-
ful and happy that he is 
now a free man.

“I can say, God is good. 
He is the one that made 
this happen for me,” 
Diaz said.

The only unanswered 
question is why it took 
so long for Diaz to have 
his trial, having to spend 
four years in prison.
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Windrush

By Dan Ehrlich 

The Windrush Generation scandal 
and the withholding hurricane re-
covery funds from Anguilla are two 
examples of bureaucratic indiffer-
ence and stupidity that long has been 
trademarks of the UK Civil Service, 
unelected people in their thousands 
who hold great power.

When Prme Minister Theresa May 
clamped down on immigration to the 
UK while she was Home Secretary 
she was aiming her sights on masses 
of African, Asian and Middle East 
refugees and economic migrants 
swarming into Europe. She hadn’t 
thought about the legal 600,000 Afro-
Caribbean immigrants here...people 
who were specifically invited to be-
come part of the UK after WW2..

But after the prime minister  proposes 
laws and regulations it’s  often up to 
the Whitehall civil service to bring 
them into play.  It was left to the Home 
Office bureaucracy to make take a 
blanket action of checking the immi-
gration status of all residents from de-
veloping nations, among these were 
those in the Caribbean region.

After the British territory of Anguilla 
was devastated by Hurricane Irma, 
Chief Minister Victor Banks had a 
personal meeting with PM May who 
promised him a $100 million recon-
struction grant. That money had nev-
er arrived. Once the Foreign Office 
bureaucracy got involved impossible 
conditions were placed on May’s 

generous offer.

This is what happens all too often in 
the UK.

It has been to the credit of the pres-
ent Home Secretary the embattled 
Amber Rudd that she finally admitted 
the horrible injustices being done to 
the Windrush Generation people and 
apologized, promising all would be 
put right.

To this effect PM May promised to 
wave all naturalization and passport 
expenses as well as remunerating 
people for economic hardships they 
have suffered. 

Given the characteristic foot dragging 
by UK governments when anything 
other than joining America in military 
actions are involved, the big question 
will be: Will her words be realized by 
the hundreds of affected people? Or 
will another scandal emerge when its 
is brought out how difficult the bu-
reaucracy is making for immigrants 
to update and re legalize their status?

There were two main things at work 
here to create this mess. First bureau-
cratic incompetence and ignorance 
that resulted in hundreds of official 
identity documents being destroyed 
and second, but just as important, 
negligence and carelessness of im-
migrants with their documents and 
their lack of knowledge about the 
changing UK residency/citizenship 
requirements.

It’s important to note not all Caribbean 
immigrants have been affected by this 

fiasco. 
The British Nationality Act 1948  gave 
citizenship of the United Kingdom 
and Colonies to everyone who was 
a British subject who was connected 
with the UK or a British colony.

Anyone who arrived in the UK from a 
Commonwealth country before 1973 
had a legal right to stay in this coun-
try, unless they left the UK for more 
than two years.

But over time new immigration rules 
were drawn up, rules of which many 
immigrants had no knowledge.  When 
May was Home Secretary she began 
requiring employers, landlords and 
the NHS to demand evidence of legal 
immigration status.

Back in 2012, Mrs May said the 
measures were designed to create a 
“hostile environment” for people who 
were in the UK illegally.

But people caught up in the bureau-
cratic nightmare and without proper 
identification may have led to some 
Caribbean immigrants being deported 
“in error.”

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes 
has admitted that some Windrush mi-
grants may have been deported back 
to the Caribbean, telling Channel 4 
News: “Potentially they have been. 
And I’m very conscious that it’s very 
much in error and that’s an error I 
want to put right.”

Now a leading figure in Brussels has 
warned that the scandal is threatening 

“a bureaucratic nightmare” for 3mil-
lion EU citizens in Britain.

Guy Verhofstadt, the European 
Parliament’s Brexit co-ordinator, has 
warned that the paperwork chaos 
could have massive implications for 
EU citizens and announced he will 
hold an urgent meeting with Home 
Office officials.
He told MEPs: “After the Windrush 
scandal in Britain we want to be sure 
the same is not happening to our 
European citizens, and that there is 
no bureaucratic nightmare.”

At the bottom of all this is the attrac-
tion of the UK for immigrants. About 
the same time the Windrush people 
were sailing to Britain the nation’s 
welfare state was being formed...this 
would guarantee no one would starve 
or die from lack of medical care. 
This, plus the prospect of jobs and 
even welfare money has long been a 
big selling point for would-be immi-
grants worldwide.

In an age of mass migration for ev-
erything from wars to drought, it’s 
understandable a nation wishing to 
control immigration. But it is outra-
geous to invite people to your country 
as citizens and then inflict hardship 
upon them and their children by ques-
tioning their legal status and even de-
porting some who had lived here for 
50 years.. 

The world will be watching to see if 
the UK makes good on its promise 
to “make it right” for the Windrush 
Generation.

EDITORIAL
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Brazen Gunmen Rob 
Patrons at  Nevis 

Restaurant
By Monique Washington

Two gun totting masked 
individuals attempted a 
successful armed rob-
bery at Mem’s Pizzeria 
Wednesday evening,  
but had an unsuccessful 
getaway.

The Observer vis-
ited the establishment 
of Thursday (April 
26) that is adorned 
with burglar bars and 
equipped with security 
cameras and spoke to 
owner Bernadette “Mem” 
Wallace. 

Though still shaken from 
the evening events and re-
luctant to speak to the me-
dia ,Wallace  said that this 
was the third time armed 
gunmen approached her, 
once at home and twice 
at the restaurant.  But this 
time the robbers walked 
through the front door.

She said about 12 custom-
ers were at the establish-
ment around 9 pm  when 
the masked gunmen 

walked through the front 
door and demanded they 
empty their bags and 
pockets into a bag that 
they carried. 

Money, phone, keys and 
other personal items were 
taken from the customers. 
One customer apparent;y  
jumped over the balcony 
in trying to flee from the 
pair.  The criminals did 

not rob the business,  but 
only stole from the cus-
tomers and the one of the 
employees.

After taken their good-
ies the assailants then set 
off towards Brown Hill 
Village. The Observer 
confirmed with Police 
Officials Thursday that 
two individual were 
quickly apprehended by 

officers that were patrol-
ling the area and taken into 
police custody. No word 
has yet been received of 
any charges made.

Wallace said that the last 
time she was robbed by 
armed assailants was 
almost five years prior 
at the restaurant and ten 
years ago at her home. 
Both time the assailants 
made off with an undis-
closed amount of money.

The Premier of Nevis the 
Hon. Mark Brantley, com-
mended Superintendent 
Trevor Mills and his team 
of the Nevis Police for 
apprehending the bandits 
this time.

“I also wish to commend 
those in the community 
who saw something and 
said something. The rapid 
response of the Police 
made this arrest possible. 
Crime is not unbeat-
able but we must work 
together community 
and Police to beat it. ,” 
Brantley said.
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 From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 52: Dispelling Rumours

There is a rumour circulating, that I 
hold a political job.  It isn’t a rumour. 
I do hold a political job.   But so has 
every other Supervisor before me 
and so will every other Supervisor 
after me, for as long as the process 
of appointment remains the same. 
That is, the appointee must be ac-
ceptable to the Federal government 
of the day, the Administration of 
Nevis and the Federal Opposition.   
Sometimes the Opposition response 
is merely a silence or a “no objec-
tion” rather than an enthusiastic 
“yes”.   But that is how it has always 
been.

What has always been, too, is the 
way that persons are registered. 

I had an encounter, not so long ago, 
just outside the Electoral Office in 
Basseterre.  A political activist in-
formed me of his unhappiness with 
the management of the office.  He 
said he took his nephew to register 
and the Officer doing the registra-
tion asked him to step aside as the 
nephew was interviewed.  In the 
eyes of the activist, this was proof 

that we were refusing to register 
certain people.   So let us look at the 
requirements for initial registration.

To begin with, the applicant is re-
quired to apply in person, in writing 
on the appropriate form. The law 
does not disqualify differentially 
abled persons, rather it allows the 
Office to make “special provisions 
as may be necessary in order to facil-
itate the registration of persons who 
are physically challenged or who are 
incapacitated in any other way”.

The applicant must be interviewed 
and provide proof to determine the 
age, citizenship, and their ordinary 
residence. And while the form can be 
filled out on their behalf, it is always 
our first course of action to have 
the applicant answer the questions 
and complete the form themselves.   
After all, we are not looking for hos-
tages, but free will people, and we 
have heard of persons being coerced 
into wrongful registration.  Better to 
have the individual alone answer the 
question as he, once he reviews and 
signs the form, becomes liable for 

the information provided.  Then, of 
course, a picture is taken of the in-
dividual. This activity is not done in 
secret somewhere, but right there in 
the open foyer.  Besides, the appli-
cant can back-check the completed 
application with whomsoever he 
wishes.  He just cannot take it away.

I have taken the time to explain all 
this to make this point: if the appli-
cant is of sound mind, and does not 
need his “outside” help, the Officer 
was well within its standard operat-
ing procedures and standard to ask 
the companion to step aside.  

The second issue raised with me 
was a that of a senior citizen, who 
wanted to ascertain whether her 
name was on the register. According 
to the activist, she was refused an 
answer and instead was asked to 
provide a picture id. When the lady 
didn’t produce one, according to the 
political advocate, she was refused 
am answer. I checked. The Office 
has the right to verify identifica-
tion to ensure that information is 
not given to third parties, to verify 

correct spellings of names, to verify 
that cards are still valid, and to en-
sure that there has been no change 
of address. Ideally, the list should 
be displayed in the lobby in St Kitts, 
as it is in Nevis, but this has never 
been done in St Kitts.  So it isn’t 
that I stopped it.  But I take the sub-
liminal suggestion that it ought to 
be done and will see to it by posting 
the lists on-line.

I invited the lady back in, but she 
was being bullied by the activist, 
who advised that she would return, a 
week later, on the Monday.  In other 
words, the urgency had vanished, 
and it didn’t matter that another bus 
fare would be paid just for that. 

So let me repeat for the persons who 
are interested in democracy as op-
posed to politics:  come and regis-
ter, come and check. But bring your 
id’s as has always been the case.  
We , certainly I am here to serve; 
and once we achieve one man, one 
vote in the right place, then fairness 
will be done to all.  And our jobs 
would be well done.
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Geothermal 
testing exceeds 

expectations
By Monique Washington 

Nevis Geothermal Well 
Exceeds All Expectation

Testing of the 

geothermal well in 
Hamilton, Nevia has ex-
ceeded everyone’s ex-
pectations according Mc 
Levon “Makie” Tross, 
local representative for 
the geothermal devel-

opers Nevis Renewable 
Energy International.

Testing of the wells 
would have been com-
pleted on March 18 of 
this year and according 

to the final testing re-
port obtained by the 
Observer  “ the well 
was measured to be 
between 4.3 and 6.2 
gpm/psi.  This indi-
cates that the well has 
encountered significant 
permeability capable of 
commercial production.  

With the permeability and 
resource fluid temperature 
encountered by the N-4 
slim well, our well bore 
modelling study indicates 
that a full-size well with 
13-3/8” production cas-
ing would most likely 
produce the equivalent of 
10.5 MW-gross.

The Observer spoke with 
Tross who noted that 
testing would have far 
exceeded anyone’s expec-
tation and there is enough 
geothermal in Nevis to 
now speak to St. Kitts 
about purchasing the  ex-
cess. Nevis currently uses 
9 mega watts of electricity 
at its peak supplied by the 
sole electricity company 
NEVLEC.

Just last month during 
his monthly press confer-
ence Premier of Nevis the 
Hon Mark Brantley said 
geothermal project has 
just received an excellent 
review from the analysis 
done by GeothermEX. 
While we await the offi-
cial final report, 
“I am being told that the 
geothermal resource in 
Nevis is among the top 
six in the entire world. 
Nevisians have been 
asking for more for-
eign direct investment. 
Geothermal energy has 
the potential to revolu-
tionize our island and 
its economy. Something 
good is happening in 

Nevis,” Premier Brantley 
said.

Tross said that now that 
the resources have been 
determined the next 
step is the production 
stage  and construction 
of the plant. Construction 
will take between 18- 24 
months.

He noted that the proj-
ect will be fully fi-
nanced by June . He 
said  that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
or the Sugar Industry 
D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n 
Foundation SIDF will 
not be responsible for 
funding  the project but 
the project will be funded 
by US based private 
companies. At this time 
the funding company has 
not been selected.

He also noted that when 
the project is com-
pleted power will be 
sold to NEVLEC for 
distribution.

Geothermal exploration 
began more than a decade 
ago under the Nevis 
Reformation Party. 
After the Concerned 
Citizen Movement won 
the NIA election a new 
company was hired 
to explore geothermal 
potential.

The Nevis Renewable 
Energy International, 
the company contracted 
to explore geothermal 
in Nevis, has contracted 
GeothermEX to test the 
status of the geothermal 
well at Hamilton. They 
provide well testing 
services, including de-
signing well tests and 
specifying instrumenta-
tion requirements.
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Election 
Petition to be 

Held in May
By Monique Washington

A rumour that Robelto 
Hector’s election peti-
tion will he heard in 
the High Court Monday 
have been refuted by 
all concerned parties, 
with Hector saying the 
ate will be some time in 
May.

Hector filed a 19 page 
petition in January fol-
lowing the results in 
Constituency Nevis one 
St Pauls in the Nevis 
Island Assembly elec-
tion held in December 
18 2017. 

The suit was 
filed  against the On 
Spencer Brand, Elvis 
Bailey, Supervisor of 
Elections, Calvin Fakie, 

Registration Officer 
for Constituency Nevis 
one and the Attorney 
General of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

Hector lost his seat 
to new comer of the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement Spencer 
Brand by 11 votes 596-
585, with 12 spoiled and 
three rejected ballots. In 
January Hector filed the 
petition challenging the 
results, claiming among 
other things, that the 
names of more than 30 
persons from the Nevis 
one district had been 
removed from the vot-
ers list without due legal 
process. 

Both sides were asked to 
file to the relevant sub-
missions and affidavits 

to the court. CCM cur-
rently hold a 4-1 major-
ity in the Nevis Island 
Assembly.

The last election peti-
tion was in 2011 when 
Mark Celebrant of the 
CCM filed a petition 
at the High Court chal-
lenging the election 
results for the St John’s 

constituency apparently 
won by NRP candidate 
Henley Daniel. `

He was challenged by 
the then opposition party 
member, now Nevis 
Premier Mark Celebrant. 
Bentley’s claimed that 
over 200 persons names 
were illegal removed 
from the voters list . 

Months later Nevis 
high court judge Justice 
Lionel Jones, ruled the 
election results for the 
St John’s constituency 
on 11 July, 2011 were 
invalid and void. 

The Observer also vis-
ited the Nevis Supreme 
Court registrar’s office 
and was informed that no 

other documentation had 
been filed in the relation 
to the petition besides 
the relevant affidavits 
that were required. 

The Observer was also 
informed that the hear-
ing might begin in May 
but no tentative date has 
been set as yet. 
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New wing at 
Alexandra 

to begin on 
Tuesday

By Monique Washington

The Long awaited construction of the new 
wing at the Alexandra Hospital will begin this 
Tuesday May 1 according to the Junior Minister 
of Health Hazel Brandy –Williams however  the 
project manager has not been named as yet.

Brandy-Williams made the announcement 
Tuesday during a sitting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly in chambers at Hamilton House. 

During that time two bills were tabled. One,  
the Nevis Freedom of Information Ordinance, 
2018  which will give the public a general right 
of access of official documents of public au-
thorities subject to limited exceptions and for 
matter thereto. And the Tax Administration 
and Procedures (Amendment) Ordinance  2018 
that will amend the Tax Administration and 
Procedure Ordinance, Chapter 6.11.

“This long and overdue project will final-
ly commence on that date (May 1). So we 
are asking the general public and the cli-
ents of Alexandra to beat with us as we try 
to make the conditions at Alexandra bet-
ter for all of us,” Brandy- Williams said. 
The two level facilities will see on the ground 
floor an operating theatre, radiology unit, the 
physiotherapy unit, laboratory and the paediat-
ric isolation unit while on the second floor will 
be the private wards, conference room and other 
facilities.

Brandy -Williams urged employees of the hos-
pital and the general public to “bear” with the 
NIA during the construction stage. `According 
to Brandy- Williams the project is said to take 
between 18- 24 months to be completed.

This project would have seen a number of set-
backs after the demolishing of the operating 
theatre in July 2017. From getting the right 
quantities, to hiring a quantity surveyor, to los-
ing the project manager were all listed as set-
backs by the Premier of Nevis the Hon. Mark 
Brantley.

On Thursday the Observer attempted to discov-
er who the new  project manager is but was told 
they cannot give that information as yet. Why 
the secrecy? It’s a secret. The ID of a project 
manager is Top Secret, it seems.

Edrick Pemberton, along with Clive Evelyn, 
has been contracted to erect the EC $14 million 
structure. The funding for the project derived 
from a EC$4.5 million grant from the Sugar 
Industry Diversification Foundation SIDF, EC$ 
4.5 million loan from the SIDF, the Nevis Island 
Administration and other investors.
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Cashier Needed

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Oral Rawlins

Now residing in Brown Hill Village of St 
John’s Parish, Nevis do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention to apply on 16th 
Day of May 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Brown Hill  in St John’s Parish, 
Nevis

Dated this 14th day of March 2018.

Signed: Oral Rawlins

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I Stephen Moore

Now residing in Rices Street in the town or 
village of Gingerland do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Friday 
16th Day of March 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in  Church Ground Street in St. 
John’s Parish

Dated this 16th day of March, 2018.

Signed: SMoore

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Freddie Hanley

Now residing in Upper Grove Park Road 
Street in the town or village of Charlestown 
do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on Fourth 
Day of April  2018 next to the District 
Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a  Liquor Licence in 
respect of my 

Premises in Upper Grove Park Road Street 
in St Charlestown

Dated this Fourth day of April  2018.

Signed: Freddie Hanley

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Guilleimina Rodriquez Morillo

Now residing in Craddock Road Street in 
the town or Village of............................. do 
hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on 8th

Day of May 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in Cherry Garden i

Dated this 24th day of November 2017.

Signed: Guilleimina Rodriguez Morillo

Vacancy

Diamond Eye Cream 
Shop is looking for One 
Shop Assistant Call: 
663-4914

Vacancy

Miguels Hair Salon & 
Barber Shop needs One 
Hairdresser

Vacancy

Judith Catering / 
Tastation Needs One 
Caterer
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Prime Minister Harris: Government 
will issue new policy on use 

of community centres
(PLP PR Media Inc.)

Prime Minister Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris has 
advised that Government 
will shortly announce a 
new policy to guide deci-
sion making in relation 
to the use of community 
centres, and has hit out at 
a member of the opposi-
tion for peddling informa-
tion that is not correct.

Dr Harris made the re-
marks at his monthly 
press conference held 
in the Parliamentary 
Lounge at Government 
Headquarters in 
Basseterre on Wednesday 
April 25.

“The policies we inherited 
from the last regime did 
not specifically provide 

for access to commu-
nity centres by political 
parties,” said the Prime 
Minister. “Indeed it 
served the government 
well then in power be-
cause it helped to ostracise 
the Team Unity from such 
facilities. We promised 
to do better and so I have 
asked Senator Wendy 
Phipps to review and to 

bring a more enlightened 
policy for Cabinet to con-
sider for our country.”

Senator the Hon Wendy 
Phipps was present dur-
ing press conference, and 
so were the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Education the Hon Shawn 
Richards, and the Minister 
of Public Infrastructure, 

Post, Urban Development 
and Transport the Hon Ian 
Patches Liburd.

“The policy will inter alia 
facilitate wider access to 
our centres, better man-
agement and maintenance 
of them, and we will hold 
users of the facilities ac-
countable for their use or 
misuse. Too many of our 

centres like so many other 
government properties 
were allowed to decay 
under the former admin-
istration, and the Lodge 
Community Centre rep-
resents one such facility.”

He advised that 
Government has already 
invited Public Works 
to assist in the designs 
with respect to a brand 
new Lodge Community 
Centre at a new location 
outside the congested 
housing development in 
which it was a part.

“It has been drawn to my 
attention some statements 
made by Marcella Liburd, 
and so today I reject as 
dangerous frolic the un-
substantiated allegation 
by Marcella Liburd that 
keys to the community 

centres are being held by 
the Office of the Prime 
Minister,” commented 
the Honourable Prime 
Minister. “If it was done 
by Dr Denzil Douglas, it 
has never been done, and 
will never be done under 
Dr Timothy Harris.”

Dr Harris added: “Such 
a blatant and callous lie 
from the former Minister 
for Social Development 
deserves to be con-
demned for the mischief it 
was intended to cause and 
the intellectual dishonesty 
of the former Minister 
who would posit such 
untruth even when one 
caller pierces a hole in 
her tissue of lies from his 
knowledge of how access 
is gained to the Conaree 
Community Centre.”
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Govt. Seeking Fair Electoral System 
Disenfranchisement say PM Harris

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy 
Harris denies he’s trying 
to disenfranchise voters, 
indicating he’s seeking 
to implement a fairer 
electoral system in the 
Federation with recent 
changes to the National 
Assembly Elections act.

The Government late 
last month brought the 
National Assembly 
Elections Amendment 
bill 2018 and gave its 
first reading in the par-
liament. The bill seeks 
to introduce a residency 
requirement for nation-
als of six months to be 
eligible to vote in a par-
ticular constituency.

Many in the public 
view the move as a 
mechanism to prevent 
Nationals from over-
seas to vote. However 
Prime Minister Harris 
indicated at his most 
recent press conference 
the move signals their 
willingness to bring real 
change to the system.

He said, “The list will be 
cleaned up, a brand new 
enumeration exercise 
will be meticulously 
pursued. The electoral 
boundaries commission 
will shortly be activated 

and since we operate 
on a constituency basis 
voters are expected to 
vote where they reside.”

Dr.  Harris indicated 
that it was unfair for 
voters who ordinarily 
reside in St. Pauls, but 
seek to determine the 
election outcome for the 
people residing in Old 
Road. “Our effort to 
bring a fairer electoral 
system is not intended 
to disenfranchise any 
group or anyone.”

He highlighted how-
ever, that there is no in-
tention to highlight any 
voter. “For the record, 
this government does 
not discriminate against 
our citizens. The law 
is the law, for nation-
als registering and vot-
ing whether they live 
in New York or Parson 
Ground, the residency 
requirement obtains for 
all.

“Every country deter-
mines the requirements 
for voting and we have 
adopted some clear 
rules. The residency re-
quirements is not new 
for St. Kitts and Nevis.”

PM Harris recounted 
former Premier Sir Lee 
Llewellyn Moore’s re-
sistance to the issue. 
“I can still recall the 
eloquence of Sir Lee 

Moore on this matter ar-
guing against conflating 
citizenship and the right 
to vote. There are dis-
tinct concepts and en-
titlements he reminded 
us. The mere act of citi-
zenship is not of and by 
itself a sufficient quali-
fication to vote.”
He however indicated 
that not all citizens of 
the Federation have 
an entitlement to vote. 
“Our system, for ex-
ample, predicated on 
the principle of adult 
suffrage. In the context 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 

it then means a citizens 
or National who has not 
yet made 18 years no 
matter if he or she is 
working cannot vote.”

He continued, “That 
I think dramatizes the 
point, we have to make 
the clear distinction be-
tween citizenship and 
right to vote. I say that 
to bring those examples 
to show there are dis-
tinct concepts that we 
have to treat with.”

Dr. Harris admitted 
those who oppose the 
residency argument are 
logical in their view, and 
indicated the length of 
time is open for discus-
sion. “There is a reason-
able argument about the 
period of the residency 
requirement. Should it 
be six months, should 
it be six weeks or six 
years these are things as 
the debate continues we 
are going to be able to 
reach a happy medium 
with respect to that.”

He reminded that they 
only had the first reading 
of the Bill to gauge the 
public’s response. “The 
amendment when it be-
comes law will affect 
all of us whether you 
live here or elsewhere 

in terms of requirement 
for residency. There is 
no political motive with 
respect to its implemen-
tation. If you go back 
to several of the reports 
from observer missions 
they will speak to the 
issue of residency re-
quirement being clearer 
as one way of ensuring 
a greater perception of 
fairness in the system.”

He gave an example 
using former Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil 
Douglas of how the cur-
rent system can cause 
concerns.

“It is one thing for 
the Leader of the 
Opposition to boast that 
he is a St. Pauls man 
and live on Main Street 
…and it is another thing 
for the voter in East 
Basseterre to go to Bird 
Rock and see the same 
man who supposed to 
be in St. Pauls voting in 
East Basseterre.”

“These are issues we 
must confront if we 
are to give the public a 
better confidence in the 
system and avoid cal-
culated manipulation 
of electoral outcomes,” 
Harris reiterated. 
The Prime Minister 

acknowledged that the 
issue will not get 100 
percent consensus but 
called for the establish-
ment of a principle to 
be guided that woks for 
everyone.

“So what you need is to 
get the principle right. 
In terms of the imple-
mentation of the princi-
ple there may be points 
of preference. Some 
may say six months is 
too little some may say 
three years.”

He also indicated that 
the residency require-
ment is very popular in 
the region. “In Antigua 
and Barbuda six 
months, Bahamas three 
months, Barbados three 
months, Belize two 
months in the BVI you 
have to be resident and 
in the Cayman Islands 
you have to be resident 
for two years.

“What we are doing 
in nothing so new and 
disastrous, it is what 
some of the best prac-
tices are throughout the 
region and beyond and 
that is what we are try-
ing to do.”

He added that the resi-
dency requirement per-
tains to every voter in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. “It 
makes a nonsense of the 
constituency process if 
people can willy-nilly 
move. The constituen-
cies are geographically 
determined and there-
fore something must be 
wrong if you can have 
this where a bus load 
of people and more 
could suddenly get up 
one morning for the 
purpose of the election 
and have it in a par-
ticular district you can 
see the kind of tensions 
that can be created if 
we do not have good 
regulations.”

Many of the seats he 
reminded are won 
marginally and part of 
the tension come from 
those issues.
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Suzuki Cares
About You

Dealer Contact Details

Dear Suzuki Customer,
 
Please be aware that a small number of vehicles 

manufactured between 2005-2006 may be affected by a 
Recall Campaign.

If your Suzuki falls within the following model range, please 

contact your local Suzuki Dealer who will advise whether the 

recall is applicable to your vehicle.

� Suzuki Jimny

� Suzuki Grand Vitara

� Suzuki XL7

Please note that the local Suzuki Dealer will carry out any 

remedial action required on vehicles affected by this 
campaign – Free of Charge.

Lemuel Pemberton 
Named New 

Fisheries Director 
on Nevis 

The Department of 
Fisheries in the Ministry 
of Agriculture on Nevis 
has a new Director. 
Lemuel Pemberton, 
a former worker who 
spent 10 years as an 
officer there, was ap-
pointed to the position 
one month ago.

The Hon. Alexis Jeffers, 
Minister of Agriculture 
on Nevis, announced 
Mr. Pemberton’s return 
to the department in 
his new capacity while 
making a statement at 
a recent sitting of the 
Nevis Island Assembly. 
His return has already 
begun impacting the 
department positively.  

“He brings to the job a 
wealth of knowledge, 
expertise and I believe 
he has been in the field 
for many years, so I 
know that department 
would be in good hands.

“We have made a 
change and a welcome 
change, and in one short 
month we have seen 
some improvement in 
terms of the staff morale 
and also the interaction 
with our stakeholders 
which are the fisher-
folk,” Jeffers  said.

Jeffers said Nevis has 
suffered because the de-
partment had lost con-
nection over the years 

with the Department of 
Marine Resources in St. 
Kitts. The fishing indus-
try here has suffered as 
a result.

He said staff at the 
Department on Nevis 
did not have the op-
portunity to benefit 
from training and pro-
grammes, however, 
their counterparts in St. 
Kitts continue to benefit 
and move forward from 
the training available to 
them there.

The Agriculture 
Minister expressed hope 
that in the short term the 
stagnation which the 
department has suffered 

over the years would be 
rectified under its new 
director. Pemberton 
told the Department of 
Information on April 25, 
2018, that he has been 
involved in the fishing 
industry for about 40 
years. He worked at the 
department from 2001 
to 2011 so returning in 

his new capacity was 
not difficult.
“It is something that I 
have done before. So 
I feel right at home 
coming back to work 
in the Department of 
Fisheries.

“As a matter of fact 

some of the persons 
who were working 
here when I left they 
are still working there, 
so it doesn’t seem as a 
strange place to me, like 
a new position, because 
it is something that I 
have done before,” he 
said. 
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TYQUAN ROGERS EXCELS AT 
THE DIGICEL NBA JUMPSTART 

PROGRAMME IN ANTIGUA
The Digicel NBA Jumpstart 
Programme wrapped up 
in Antigua on Sunday 15th 
April, 2018 with seven aspir-
ing basketball players, moving 
on the 2nd round of the Digicel 
NBA Jumpstart Programme in 
Trinidad slated for July 14 – 15.

Among the top players select-
ed is St. Kitts & Nevis’ own, 
Tyquan Rogers. Tyquan is a 
student of the Verchilds High 
School.  He currently plays bas-
ketball with his school as well as 
with the Bird Rock Uprisers in 
the local Junior League.

Tyquan’s journey started on 
March 10 as one of the four 
players selected to repre-
sent St. Kitts & Nevis at the 
Antigua camp as part of the 
annual Digicel NBA Jumpstart 
Programme. Tyrique Jeffers, 
Tabian Caines and Kizivor 
Jeffers also attended and fought 
this past weekend to be among 
the top seven to matriculate to 
the Elite Camp phase of the 
programme.

NBA coaches, Troy Justice and 
Caleb Canales lead the players 
through a variety of activities 
on and off the court, including 
individual player development, 
5-on-5 games, life skills educa-
tion, offensive improvement, 
shooting, drippling and more. 

At the end of the camp, Tyquan 
along with six other young 
basketballers from Antigua & 
Barbuda were the seven select-
ed for the Elite Camp. 

Coach Diana Palmer accom-
panied the St. Kitts and Nevis 
contingent to Antigua and 
remarked “It’s a proud mo-
ment for his parents, coaches 
and the Basketball federation. 
This is the first time that we 
are taking part in Digicel NBA 
Jumpstart Programme and 
we are so proud and happy to 
have had one of our players 

selected.  We really wish them 
all the best of luck as they move 
on to Trinidad and then the US 
as this will be a big achievement 
for the region.”

Tishanna Jeffers, Marketing 
Representative for Digicel 
St.Kitts and Nevis expressed 
how proud she was of TyQuan 
“This is such a proud moment 
for us here in St.Kitts and 
Nevis. This is our very first 
year participating in the Digicel 
Jumpstart clinic and to have a 
local being able to make it to 
the Elite Camp is beyond excit-
ing. I am extremely happy and 
proud of TyQuan. Let’s hope he 
makes it all the way and secures 
himself that NBA experience.”

From April 7 to May 20, camps 
are being held in the Turks & 
Caicos Islands, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Haiti.  Each camp is being di-
vided into boys and girls divi-
sions comprised of two age 
groups (U16 boys & girls and 
U14 boys & girls). NBA assis-
tant coaches, NBA internation-
al basketball operations staff 

and top Caribbean coaches 
will lead campers through a 
variety of activities on and off 
the court, including individual 
player development, 5-on-5 
games, life skills education, and 
more.  Each camp will also host 
a coaching clinic and include 
community programmes.

The top seven players (U16 
boys & girls) in each market 
will be selected to attend the 
Digicel NBA Jumpstart Elite 
Camp in Trinidad and Tobago 
from July 14-15. The NBA and 
Digicel will then choose the top 
14 players from the Elite Camp 
– eight boys and six girls – who 

will be invited to participate in 
an authentic NBA experience in 
the U.S. later this year.

Digicel and the NBA signed a 
multiyear partnership in 2015 
to deliver live games and exten-
sive NBA programming to more 
than 25 Caribbean territories 
through SportsMax and the 
PlayGo app – making Digicel 
the Official Communications 
Partner of the NBA in the re-
gion. Watch all the live action 
now in the lead up to and dur-
ing the 2018 NBA Playoffs as 
the regular season comes to an 
end.

Tyquan Rogers

L-R (Ronan McGrane - CEO Digicel SKN, TyQuan Rogers, Tishan-
na Jeffers - Digicel SKN Marketing Rep



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday April 27th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:20

Windrush kids
One recent report claims there are 
120,000 undocumented migrant chil-
dren in the UK, more than half of whom 
were born in Britain.

And according to a BBC report, hun-
dreds of children living rough in London 
and other cities may have no nationality. 

The BBC has uncovered stories of chil-
dren who according to official records 
do not exist - some forced into sex work 
to eat. Further research by the BBC sug-
gests it is a nation-wide problem.

Charities warn of stateless children 
in Birmingham, Leeds, Coventry, 
Nottingham, Newcastle, Liverpool, 
Oxford and Cardiff. 

“The problems caused by statelessness 
are by no means limited to London,” 
Chris Nash, of charity Asylum Aid, said. 
Though, he acknowledges it is in the 
capital that the problem is most acute. If 
you are hungry you need money - but if 
I steal I end up going in prison Tony, 17.

Many of London’s stateless youths 
came to the UK legally, but were never 
officially registered. They cannot access 
education or apply for social housing. 
And according to two respected youth 
charities contacted by the BBC, there are 

“hundreds” of them in the city.

Both Coram Children’s Legal Centre 
and Peckham Project Safe ‘n’ Sound are 
calling for increased awareness of the 
problem.

Safe ‘n’ Sound’s Jennifer Blake said: 
“To date, we’ve been approached by 
over 600 young people. It is a big issue.” 
According to UK MP Sarah Teather, 
“The UK is a signatory to the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 

and the rights of children must be re-
spected, regardless of their immigration 
status,” she said.

The  recent damning report, “Growing 
Up in a Hostile Environment: The 
Rights of Undocumented Migrant 
Children in the UK,”  published by the 
Coram Children’s Legal Centre, on the 
plight of immigrant children here was 
one of the  driving forces behind the 
UK Government’s climbdown on it new 
tough immigration policy. According 

to the Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
Government  all be changed for the 
better after the issuance of an official 
apology. 

The home secretary pledged that the 
Windrush Generation would be granted 
British citizenship as the government at-
tempted to draw a line under the scandal 
by describing her apology as “just the 
first step.”
Home Secretary Amber Rudd told the 
Commons she recognised the “harrow-
ing” experiences of the Caribbean im-
migrants who helped rebuild postwar 
Britain and that she was determined to 
right the wrongs that had taken place.

The Home Office will now waive citizen-
ship fees for the Windrush Generation 
and their families and any charges for 
returning to the UK for those who had 
retired to their countries of origin after 
making their lives here.

It will also scrap language and British 
knowledge tests and bring in speedy fi-
nancial compensation for those that had 
suffered loss, although there has been 

CONT’D ON PAGE 22

Caribbean immigrants arriving to the UK 
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 20

little detail so far. 

It remains to be seen if these promises 
will be kept and how long it will take to 
implement them.

Kamena Dorling, the author of the 
Coram report, said: “Over half of the 
estimated 120,000 undocumented mi-
grant children in the UK were born here. 
Many have lived here for their entire 
childhood. Despite having strong legal 
claims to remain in the country and being 
long-term residents of our communities, 
in practice they are left in a precarious 
situation without access to basic social 
rights.”  The report provides a series 
of case studies of young people who 
through no fault of their own are having 

their lives marred, including those who 
have only ever known this country as 
their home.

One four-year-old, born in the UK, who 
had attended his local nursery and was 
subsequently enrolled in reception class, 
had his place taken away after his father 
was discovered to be working illegally, 
it is reported.

A 16-year-old originally from India, 
whose family had lived in the UK for 
10 years, and repeatedly attempted to 
regularise their immigration status, was 
prevented from studying for A-levels 
despite doing very well in her GCSEs, it 
finds. A Ugandan mother, who came to 
this country on a student visa, but who 
fell pregnant with a daughter who now 
suffers from sickle cell anaemia, was 

offered no accommodation by her local 
authority while she applied for leave to 
remain. She was instead offered a ticket 
to return to Uganda and a place in care 
for her daughter.

Two college age sisters born in Britain 
to a mother from St Lucia were denied 
passports and social services because 
their mother didn’t have proper proof of 
legal UK residency.

Some children of the “Windrush 
Generation”, who moved from the 
Caribbean to the UK several decades 
ago, have been stopped from returning to 
Britain after recent visits to Jamaica, ac-
cording to the Jamaican prime minister.  
PM Andrew Holness said that while he 
did not know of anyone in the Windrush 
Generation being deported to Jamaica, 

some of their children had been unable 
to return to the UK. “Not first generation 
Windrush, but their children . . . a few 
cases have been brought to my atten-
tion, not directly, not seeking my help 
directly,” he said. 

“Many of those persons would have had 
to get attorneys to sort out their issues 
and I know at least one of them would 
have successfully returned to the UK,”  
he said.

Holness welcomed an apology by 
Theresa May, the British prime minis-
ter, to him and other Caribbean lead-
ers over the harassment of Windrush 
immigrants.

Yet, as stated, all this will be made right 
if the Government keeps its word.

Windrush kids Cont’d
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