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RoC donates over 
EC$1.5 million 

in construction 
equipment to NIA

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
received on Aug. 28 
the “most significant” 
donation it has received 
at one time from the 
Government and peo-
ple of the Republic of 
China in Taiwan. 

The new ambassa-
dor of the Republic 
of China in Taiwan, 
His Excellence Tom 
Chih-Chaign Lee vis-
ited Nevis for the first 
time in his new capac-
ity and donated more 
than EC$1.5 million in 
construction equipment 

along with an addition-
al US$15,000 cheque 
which is to purchase a 
walk-in freezer.

Items donated were 
one JCB backhoe, two 
Massy Ferguson trac-
tors, two pickup trucks, 
one Toyota Land 
Cruiser, which was 
donated to the Office 
of the Premier and a 
cheque.

H.E Chih-Chaign 
said at the handing-
over ceremony, held 
at the Pinney’s Park 
on Tuesday, that he 
was pleased to donate 
the equipment to the 
NIA. The Agricultural 

equipment will be used 
in the clearing lands 
and some estates.

“Today, I am very 
pleased on behalf of 
the government of the 
Republic of China in 
Taiwan, not only to 
present to the govern-
ment of Nevis all those 
agricultural products 
but also a cheque. The 
amount of money is 
to procure a walk=in 
freezer, so that man-
goes and other fruit 
produced in and pro-
cessed in Nevis will 
have added value. Our 
embassy will continue 
to work hard and ac-
tively participate in 

your national develop-
ment,” the ambassador 
said. 

The Premier of Nevis 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
expressed his apprecia-
tion for the donation and 
noted it was the “most 
significant [donation] 
we have ever seen in the 
history of Nevis hap-
pening at one time, that 
a foreign government 
would have gifted to us 
over 1.5 million dollars 
in equipment.”“Long 
may the relationship of 

the Republic of China in 
Taiwan and St. Kitts and 
Nevis continue, to our 
mutual benefits based 
on respect, mutual re-
spect, mutual assistants, 
mutual and bilateral en-
gagements,” the Premier 
said. 

“I thank you for this 
show and obvious 
demonstration of your 
commitment to our de-
velopment. We pledge 
to continue our commit-
ment to the people and 
the government of the 

Republic of China in 
Taiwan.”

The RoC in Taiwan has 
made a number of dona-
tions to education, health 
and agriculture on Nevis. 
The most recently was in 
June when they handed 
over a cheque to assist 
the Ministry of Health in 
producing its own elec-
tronic information and 
promotional materials as 
it promotes healthy life-
styles in a bid to reduce 
chronic diseases on the 
island.
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Former Nevisian educator to be sworn in 
as Nevis’ new Deputy Governor-General

A new Deputy 
Governor-General for 
Nevis will be sworn in 
today at the High Court. 
Mrs Hyleta Liburd, will 
replace Acting Deputy-
Governor General 
Her Honour Marjory 
Morton, who served 
in that capacity since 
September 1, 2017.

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis, made 
the announcement dur-
ing his monthly press 
conference at the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
(NIA) Cabinet Room. 
He noted that the re-
placement follows a 
decision by the acting 
deputy governor-gener-
al to demit office as of 
Aug. 31.

“The Cabinet has looked 
at the matter and has de-
cided that the replace-
ment for Her Honour 
Marjorie Morton is a 
woman, and for us, it 
was important that we 
continue that rich tradi-
tion of having women in 
these types of positions 

and that woman is Mrs. 
Hyleta Miranda Liburd 
of Brown Hill...

“These positions are 
positions of high 
Constitutional signifi-
cance and they demand 
that we get for them, 
people of the absolute 
highest probity and in-
tegrity. People who have 
lived a life which is un-
blemished and a life that 
can be an inspiration to 
others,” Brantley said. 

Mr. Brantley stated that 
the Cabinet felt Mrs. 
Liburd met the require-
ments for the position 
and is grateful she ac-
cepted the offer.

“We felt that Mrs. 
Hyleta Liburd has lived 
such a life and that at 
this stage, we are very 
grateful to her for be-
ing willing to come 
forward and to serve 
in this very significant 
capacity in the island 

of Nevis. “I think it is 
a good day for Nevis. It 
is a good day for wom-
en in Nevis. It is a good 
day for governance in 
Nevis. It is a good day 
that we could have 
someone of this calibre 
stepping forward and 
serving in that capac-
ity,” he said.

Mrs. Liburd is a retired 
education officer with 
a career in education 
spanning 39 years. She 

holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Education 
degree from the 
University of Miami in 
Florida.

In 2005, she was 
awarded a St. Kitts 
and Nevis Medal 
of Honour. In 2014 
she received a Nevis 
Island Administration 
Independence Award 
for her contribution in 
the field of Education.
The Premier said he is 

hopeful Mrs. Liburd 
will be embraced by 
all, when she assumes 
her new position as of 
September 01, 2018.

He expressed confi-
dence that she had the 
capacity to do the job 
because of her temper-
ament, education and 
background.

“She has worked with 
people all her life and 
I think she will do an 
excellent job as the new 
deputy governor gener-
al for Nevis, following 
in the footsteps of those 
who went before,” he 
said.

Mr. Brantley used the 
opportunity to thank 
Her Honour Marjorie 
Morton for the duration 
of her service as deputy 
governor general for 
Nevis. He extended 
his warmest apprecia-
tion and gratitude for 
her service and wished 
her well in her future 
endeavours.

More than 80 youth participated 
in Room to Grow Camp

By Loshaun Dixon

More than 80 St. Kitts and 
Nevis at-risk youth participated 
in a camp geared toward ad-
dressing anger-management 
behaviour.

The camp dubbed Room to 
Grow ended Aug. 24 with a fun 
day following two weeks of 
activities.

Earla Clarke-Allen camp coor-
dinator said she conceived the 
camp following the shooting in 
Taylors where multiple teenag-
ers were shot with a 17-year-old 
student losing his life. “Five stu-
dents who were involved, those 
who were shot and those who 
did the shooting, were all teen-
agers,” Ms. Clarke-Allen said, 

“I decided I was going to do 
something for the community.”

Clarke-Allen targeted several 
schools in the Federation and 
asked them to send two at-risk 
students. 

“I wanted to do sessions on an-
ger management because the 
young people of today are so 
angry and get upset for small 
and minute things. They don’t 
know how to deal with the an-
ger.” They also had sessions 
on conflict resolution, bully-
ing, peer pressure, self-esteem 
and invited the commissioner 
to do a session on drugs and 
discipline. “We had several fa-
cilitators on board, but we had 
to regroup and come again be-
cause it was so overwhelming,” 
Ms, Clarke-Allen said. “We had 

only catered to 50 people… I 
did not want it to be a big thing 
because I wanted to help our 
nation’s youth. I have teenagers 
of my own and I really wanted 
to try and make a difference.”

Ms, Clarke-Allen said they had 
to get more facilitators because 
the groups were too big. She 
explained some of the activities 
in which the campers were in-
volved. “We did things with our 
hands. We did tie-die, carpentry, 
nail painting, nail designing, 
baking, and everybody was in-
volved. For small children we 
did a lot of arts-and-crafts and 
made phone cases.”

Ms. Clarke-Allen said the 
camper’s behaviours were 
very polarizing. “We had the 
well-behaved and we had the 

not-so=well-behaved. We 
looked at the youth away from 
their parents in their environ-
ment.” She said they will put on 
a better event next summer.

“It is a learning curve,” Ms, 
Clarke-Allen explained. “Next 
year I want to do it again, but 
there are lessons to be learned 
about things we should have 
done better. My heart is really 
for these youth and there needs 
to be greater intervention.”

The coordinator said on the 
final day of the camp each par-
ent was invited to come and tell 
them what they observed.

“We realised that a lot of the 
youth need love and are act-
ing out…we are going to get a 
handful of them and get people 

in society to come alongside 
them and follow up.”

She also gave advice to parents.

“Parents need to send their 
youth to church and Sunday 
school. I know some parents 
work two and three jobs, but 
they need to take control of their 
youngsters. I cannot understand 
how a parent can say I cannot 
control a 10-year-old.” She 
gave ratings for the camp in 
terms of what she envisioned 
before the camp.

“For the two weeks I would 
say I achieved 50 percent, be-
cause the other 50 percent are 
going to come by following 
up with the schools, youth 
and parents.”

Mrs Hyleta Liburd Her Honour Marjory Morton
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The Constitution tells us that for St. Kitts & Nevis, there shall be a Governor General, 
a Governor General’s Deputy (as needed to substitute for the Governor General) and 
a Deputy Governor General (at all times) for Nevis.  Potentially, we may also have a 
Deputy Governor General’s Deputy at some point! 

Mrs. Hyleta Liburd has been appointed as the new Deputy Governor General of 
Nevis and by extension, of St Kitts-Nevis.  Her appointment makes her the 23rd 
person in the Commonwealth to have ascended to that level, and 13th in CARICOM 
(google it).  We congratulate her and her entire family on this momentous achieve-
ment! She is an excellent choice, and here are five reasons why we say so.

Unlike the previous two substantive holders of the post, Excellencies Weston Parris 
and Eustace John, both of whom were Nevis born, both were ordinarily resident on 
St Kitts. Mrs. Liburd is also from Nevis, but has lived in Nevis all her life and is cur-
rently ordinarily resident in Nevis. Her appointment, and the stint done by Excellency 
Marjory Morton has ended 33 years of what was beginning to make dual residency 
a requirement for the job, so credit must be given to the authorities for breaking that 
mould.  Kudos must also be given to the previous Deputy Governor General, Acting, 
Mrs. Marjorie Morton who demonstrated that a woman can do the job. 

Mrs. Liburd is a role model for the institution of marriage and of family virtues. She 
has been married to her husband since 1970. There can be no negative shoo-shooing 
about her past life.  While that should not matter, we have become so accustomed 
to Americanism that I am sure it would have become a factor in public discussion 
sooner or later.

Mrs. Liburd was a career civil servant; serving in the field of Education in Nevis for 
many years.  As such, she has already directly or indirectly positively touched many 
lives. This new assignment will merely be a continuation of that service; and in many 
cases a building on it.  That was not easily possible in the past.

Mrs. Liburd is a mature person, not old, but with enough vim and vitality to carry 
the office. She strikes us as the type of person who will know when to say when.  
We don’t expect her to hold the office beyond her usefulness. Mrs. Liburd is a God-
fearing woman.  We expect her to learn the ropes; and know that she will. But having 
that deep-seated reverence for God will help her discern right from wrong, moral 
from immoral. We ask the entire country to pray for her.

For the first time since Independence, we will have a first family, fully resident. We 
have only ever had half residency.  It’s a good feeling.  Let us all give her the support 
she will need and the respect that she deserves.

God save the Queen and all her representatives!

Five reasons why Mrs. 
Liburd is an excellent 

choice for DGG
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Federal Poverty Alleviation initiative 
registration underway in Nevis

The Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) is 
embracing the Poverty 
Alleviation Programme, 
a Federal government 
initiative which will pro-
vide assistance valued at 
$500 monthly for quali-
fying households earn-
ing $3,000 or less per 
month. 

Hon. Eric Evelyn, 
Minister responsible 
for Social Development 
on Nevis said on Aug. 
23, that the ministry is 
pleased with the Federal 
government’s decision 
to expand the new initia-
tive to Nevis. 

“Here on Nevis we have 
been asked on numerous 
occasions whether or 
not the programme will 
be extended to us,” the 
minister said. “Well, we 
are happy to say that it is 
indeed extended to Nevis 
and the Nevis Island 
Administration, we are 
happy to be a part of the 
initiative. We are happy 
to be a part of anything 
that will assist our more 
vulnerable persons in our 
society.”

Evelyn stated that the 
registration process 

which commenced on 
Aug. 27, be spearheaded 
by the ministry. Those 
who carry out the reg-
istration process will be 
assisted by persons from 
the Statistics Department.

The minister gave some 
information about the 
programme and used the 
opportunity to encour-
age those applying to be 

honest. “I want to urge 
members of the general 
public to be as truthful 
as possible in the regis-
tration process,” Evelyn 
said. “Of course, there 
will be a lot of instances 
where the information 
will be back checked and 
so we want people to be 
truthful…

 “After the registration 

process is completed, 
the information has to 
be verified and collated, 
so the actual assistance 
programme will not start 
immediately. We want 
you to be as patient as 
possible. We also want 
to let you know that the 
assistance will not be 
in the form of cash but 
assistance will be pro-
vided after once you 

qualify for it,” he said. 
Evelyn addressed the 
confidentiality issue and 
ensured the public that 
all information provided 
during the registration 
process would remain 
confidential.

 “All of the officers who 
will be a part of the pro-
cess in terms of the reg-
istration will be taking an 

oath that will be admin-
istered by someone from 
the High Court.

 “We assure you that in-
formation will be kept 
strictly confidential and 
so there is absolutely no 
need for you to worry 
about the information 
that you will be provid-
ing to the enumerators,” 
he said.

 On Aug. 23, a four-mem-
ber team from the Federal 
government headed 
by Andrew Skerrit, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the office of the Prime 
Minister, was in Nevis 
to conduct a training 
session with officers ex-
ecuting the registration 
process and to brief the 
NIA Cabinet on the pro-
cedures for the data col-
lection process and the 
overall programme.

Other members of the 
team were Mrs. Beverly 
Harris, Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development; Mrs. 
Gaile Phillips, Director 
of Statistics; and 
Corneal Williams, Social 
Statistician.

Nevis second-quarter employment 
figures jump 4.9 percent

By Monique Washington 

The employment fig-
ures improved in Nevis 
with a 4.9 percent in-
crease during the sec-
ond quarter of 2018, 
despite a down-turn in 
tourism, according to 
the Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley.

Brantley was speak-
ing at his monthly 
press conference on 
Wednesday.

He said there has the 
number of employees 

with jobs has increased 
by 226, as of June 30, 
there were 4,840 regis-
tered jobs, an increase 
of 4.9 percent, com-
pared to the first quarter 
which stood at 4,614.

“I believe the increase is 
also important because 
you will also understand 
the second quarter is 
when the economy tends 
to taper off because of 
the seasonal nature of 
our tourism product.” 
Brantley explained. The 
highest points tends to 
be in December/January 
and then things start to 

taper off in April, May 
and June as the case 
may be.”

He noted the impor-
tance of job creation, 
especially with students 
leaving high school and 
entering the work force.

“Students are coming 
out of school on a regu-
lar basis each year,” 
Brantley explained. “We 
need to find avenues for 
them by expanding the 
economy.” 

Brantley noted that, 
“The government 

absorbs as much as we 
can, but we also encour-
age the private sector as 
well to utilise the con-
cessions given to them 
by the administration in 
an effort to generate ad-
ditional employment.”

He said the 4.9 per-
cent increase in jobs 
is because those are 
registered employees, 
but there are many 
other jobs occupied by 
workers that are not 
registered. 

“Now these are regis-
tered, these are what 

we captured, we an-
ticipate that there are 
people that we did not 
capture,” Brantley ex-
plained. “I continue to 
beseech people to do the 
right thing to get their 
work permit if they are 
non-nationals, to regis-
ter with Social Security 
because what you put in 
is what you get out and 
to ensure that they are 
on the rolls.” 

Brantley said the Nevis 
Island Administration 
has done “everything” 
in helping workers to 
regularize their status 

in Nevis and warned 
they should abide by the 
laws of the island.

“We have granted am-
nesties, we have grant-
ed a reduction in work 
permits, we have done 
everything to encour-
age people to do the 
right thing. I keep say-
ing from this rostrum, 
that if, after doing eve-
rything to encourage 
workers to do the right 
thing, if they insist on 
doing the wrong thing, 
then no one can be upset 
if there are consequenc-
es,” Brantley warned.

Hon. Eric Evelyn, Minister responsible for Social Development on Nevis
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From the Supervisor of 
Elections.  Issue 65: The 

Science of Elections
The election issues in Georgia, USA, 
are becoming more and more curious: 
this time, the authorities were advised 
to close seven of nine voting centers 
in a rural precinct. There was such a 
strong push back that the plan was 
abandoned. (google the story from 
the Washington Post by Vanessa 
Williams)

We have a Constituency Boundaries 
Commission whose task includes 
assessment of the number and 
the boundaries of the constituen-
cies. It submits its report to the 
Prime Minister who tables it in the 
Assembly and, when passed, sends 
it to the Governor General for his 
assent. It appears that it is this 
Commission which decides on the 
polling divisions.  

Under the supervision of the Electoral 
Commission, the Supervisor of 
Elections decides the number of 
polling stations each polling division 
is divided into, as well as the loca-
tions.  In the 2017 NIA election, a 
decision was made to have no more 
than 450 voters assigned to a polling 
station. Thus, the 21 divisions gave 
rise to 34 polling stations, and only 

one station had slightly more than 
450 voters. 

In the 2015 election, there were 72 
polling divisions and 121 polling 
stations over the 11 constituencies. 
In that election, 88% of the polling 
divisions were within the 450 voter 
standard. This is not a condemnation 
of the management of that election; 
it is merely an observation. 

The rationale behind the 450 limit 
was informed by lessons learnt while 
doing election observation.  It takes 
about 2 minutes for a voter to com-
plete the voting process, from entry 
to departure (I actually timed it), so 
450 persons would take 900 minutes 
to vote, or 15 hours of actual voting.  
Historically, there is usually no more 
than 67% voter turn-out, so 10 hours 
of actual voting time should be ade-
quate.  Our polls are open from 7am 
to 6 pm, a total of 11 hours.  Plus, 
there is always the option of exten-
sion of the time based on whether 
persons are in voting line at the 6 pm 
close. Note I said extension, not re-
opening. Another factor to be con-
sidered is whether the numbers per 
polling stations would generate long 

lines. Long lines, especially slow 
moving long lines, generate frustra-
tion and wild allegations among the 
voting public.  It is one of those as-
pects that Observers always look for 
as an indication of the level of pre-
paredness of the election machinery.

So, is it possible here, that polling 
stations per division will be reduced 
in number?  Given the rationale 
above, and given that the polling 
divisions and stations are often com-
munity based, and given that I have 
no intention to resign anytime soon, 
it is unlikely that there will be a re-
duction in the numbers of polling 
stations, if all else remains the same.  
But we must never say never.

It is also easier to count smaller pools 
of ballots than larger ones.  Think 
about it.  Concentration is required 
for shorter periods and so there is 
less of a propensity for errors, and 
easier isolation of errors when they 
occur.  I have not studied how long it 
takes to count a ballot, but I can tell 
you that in Bahamas, it took all day 
to properly count the 6,000+ ballots 
in the constituency to which I was 
assigned as an Observer.  It is more 

important to be accurate than it is to 
be speedy.  Besides, isn’t that why 
the first day of office is often given as 
a holiday – sometimes two holidays?   
So we can all rest and recover?

Counting of ballots is not like the 
fingertip note counting that a teller 
does at the bank.  It involves the 
Returning Officer carefully open-
ing each ballot, announcing who it 
is for, sometimes deciding who it 
is for, having it correctly recorded, 
periodic auditing and eventually bal-
ancing of the numbers. After all that 
is done, the result must be reported 
by the Supervisor of Elections for 
onward transmission. Transparency 
demands that this process be shared 
with the public, and I will be seeking 
permission to do so next time.

One man, one vote, in the right 
place and fairness to all.  That is our 
mantra.

Persons with information on homicides 
may receive police protection

By Monique Washington

Any person who comes 
forward with informa-
tion that leads to the 
arrest and conviction 
of perpetrator/s may 
be offered protection 
when bringing infor-
mation to the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF). 

The NIA introduced a 
$25,000 reward scheme 
in June to anyone to 
who may have infor-
mation that leads to the 
arrest and conviction of 
any perpetrator linked to 
any homicides on Nevis. 
2018 has seen five ho-
micides in Nevis. The 

Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley told The 
Observer on Wednesday 
at his monthly press 
conference, protection 
can be obtained if the 
police sees the need for 
it. “The police continue 

to do their best,” Premier 
Brantley said. “When it 
comes to a point where 
individuals will have 
to testify, we now have 
programs in place if 
those programs become 
necessary. We have 

persons now in witness 
protection in other coun-
tries, so the government 
does have a mechanism 
in place if the police de-
termine that this is some-
thing that is required.”

Brantley noted that in-
formation can come 
in many forms, which 
include from a person 
who witnessed a crime, 
or having information 
on the location of weap-
ons that were used in the 
commission of a murder. 
Brantley said that the 
fund will come from 
the NIA.  “The Ministry 
of Finance will find the 
$25,000 to ensure that 
anyone who comes for-
ward with information 
will be able to receive 

their reward.” He added 
that the NIA $25,000 
reward scheme will 
work differently than the 
Police’s Crime Stoppers. 
“There was no special 
hotline or anything like 
that set up,” Brantley 
explained. 

“The idea was that we are 
working closely with the 
police. The police will 
come and say that this 
person brought informa-
tion that was satisfactory 
and then they will be 
able to benefit from it. 
We did not set up any 
specific hotline geared 
to this particular matter.”  
Premier Brantley said 
that the NIA would trust 
RSCNPF to inform them 
if someone helped in the 

arrest and conviction of 
a perpetrator. 

“The intention will be 
to encourage people to 
do what they should do 
naturally. But we under-
stand that sometimes, 
people need an incentive 
to do what they should 
do. So, the idea of the 
$25,000 fund was to en-
courage people who had 
information on any mur-
der on Nevis to come 
forward,” Brantley 
concluded.

Persons with informa-
tion about a crime are 
urged to contact the 
Violent Crime Unit by 
dialling 467-1887 or 
467-1888, 662-3468.

Premier of Nevis Hon. Mark Brantley at his monthly 
press conference
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Back to School Opening Ceremony: 
Teachers urged, in the coming year, 

build on successes of last school year
Nevis teachers were 
urged to continue to 
build on their successes 
of the 2017/18 school 
year for an even greater 
level of achievement by 
the end of the upcom-
ing school year by Hon. 
Troy Liburd, Junior 
Minister on Nevis, 
at the Department of 
Education’s annual 
Back to School 2018 
Opening Ceremony.

During the event, with 
the theme, “Redefining 
Our Mindset To Develop 
Our Future Through 
Holistic Education,” the 
minister congratulated 
more than 100 teachers 
attending the event for 
“A successful past year, 
I encourage you to com-
mit to an equal or better 
effort for the upcoming 
year.

“I give my commitment 
and that of the ministry 
to be right there with 
you...,” Liburd said.  “I 
give you all my com-
mitment and that of 
my ministry that we 
will work tirelessly to 
ensure conditions im-
prove; that the issues 
that were brought to me 

are being agitated for 
constantly, and those 
that you will bring 
when I come back to 
the schools to speak to 
you will be given the 
highest priority.”

 The minister noted 
that the Nevis Island 
Administration is 
aware of the challeng-
es teachers face and 

stands committed in 
improving working and 
learning conditions in 
the coming school year.

“We will be proactive 
in addressing some 
of the major concerns 
expressed by you our 
teachers...,” he said. 
“You who are on the 
frontline, fighting the 
battle for the hearts and 

minds of our children 
to ensure that our place, 
as a forward thinking 
and productive society, 
is secured for the next 
generation, should nev-
er feel alone in this.

“You should know that 
the department, min-
istry and indeed, the 
government, is right 
there with you. So, 
when I tell you we ap-
preciate you it will not 
feel like - it is what it 
is, just talk. You will 
know it because you 
would have seen and 
felt the actions to show 
it,” Liburd said.

The minister told the 
teachers that the ad-
ministration truly ap-
preciated their tireless 
efforts. He used the 
opportunity to wel-
come those who had 
just joined the teach-
ing fraternity and urged 
them to do as much 
good as they could in 
their chosen career. He 
described teaching as 
a rewarding career and 
expressed satisfaction 
that they had made the 
choice to serve and to 
help build the future 

of the island. Liburd 
also gave words of ap-
preciation to returning 
teachers for their ser-
vice. He urged them to 
continue to make Nevis 
proud and commended 
them on their success 
during the previous 
school year.

“We have heard how 
good our students have 
done at the Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE) 
and Caribbean 
Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC),” 
the minister comment-
ed. “I single out [the] 
Gingerland Secondary 
School (GSS), who was 
top in the Federation 
[with] a pass rate of 96 
percent.

 “I am very much aware 
that by the very na-
ture of the job, you are 
many times called upon 
to go beyond the 8:30 
to 3:30; that work often 
continues on weekends. 
I think I speak for the 
entire ministry, indeed 
the entire NIA, when I 
say we appreciate what 
you do. We appreciate 
the time you take out to 

work with our slower 
students [and] the cour-
age you show to deal 
with the ones who are 
insistent of behaving 
bad.”

The Back to School 
training sessions com-
menced later in the 
day with meetings for 
teachers and ancillary 
staff and workshops. A 
variety of other work-
shops dotted the train-
ing calendar up to Aug. 
31. School reopens 
Sept. 1.

Remarks came from 
Mrs. Palsy Wilkin, 
Principal Education 
Officer and the Keynote 
address was deliv-
ered by Ms. Zahnela 
Claxton, Director of 
Youth.

Among those pre-
sent were Hon. Mark 
Brantley, Premier of 
Nevis and Minister 
of Education; Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers, Deputy 
Premier, Hon, Spencer 
Brand: and Kevin 
Barret, Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education 
on Nevis.

Teachers attending the conference.

Hon. Troy Liburd, Junior Minister of Education on Nevis delivering remarks at the opening ceremony of the Department of Education’s annual Back to School 2018 exercise.
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Three appointees appointed to Integrity 
Commission; Chairman Kelsick vows 
to uphold well-balanced impartiality

Damian Kelsick, 
Franklin Maitland and 
Mrs. Carol Boddie 
were appointed to the 
Integrity of Public Life 
(IPL) Commission and 
received Instruments of 
Appointment Aug. 27 
from His Excellency the 
Governor General, Sir 
S.W. Tapley Seaton. 

In a statement on Aug. 
28, the chairman of the 
Commission said his 
view is that the three-
person Commission, 
established under the 
Integrity in Public Life 
Act, No. 18 of 2013, is 
well balanced and high-
ly capable of conducting 
its affairs in an impartial 
and responsible manner.

“I think the Commission 
is set up as well as it can 
be to ensure as much im-
partiality as possible,” 
Kelsick said. “With that 
in mind, it is my task 
and it will be my unend-
ing endeavour to ensure 
that the Commission 
operates at the highest 
levels of integrity.” 

He commented, “A 
Commission of this 
nature is critical in any 
good governance agen-
da or programme of any 
country.”

Kelsick, an attorney-at-
law, was appointed by 
the Governor-General 
as Chairman of the 
Commission; Maitland, 
a certified Accountant, 
was appointed under 
the recommendation of 
the Prime Minister; and 
Mrs. Boddie, a certified 
accountant, was nomi-
nated under the recom-
mendation of the Leader 
of the Opposition.

“We are all in this coun-
try interested very much 
so in the integrity of our 
leaders, both in pub-
lic and private sectors, 
and these institutions 
can only work if all 
people who are called 

upon to serve accept 
service, so it is in that 
light that I willingly ac-
cepted service knowing 
full well the challenges 
that I would be facing,” 
Kelsick said.

The Commission chair 
acknowledged that he 
expects members of the 
public to question the 
impartiality of the three-
member Commission. 
He insisted “the 
good thing about this 
Commission, frankly, 
is that unlike other bod-
ies in the country the 
chairmanship [of the 
Integrity Commission] 
is appointed by the 
Governor-General in 
his own deliberate 
judgement. 

“We have, I think, as 
balanced a body as 
we can get,” Kelsick 
continued. “We have 
a member appointed 
by the Prime Minister, 
we have a member ap-
pointed by the Leader 
of the Opposition and 
we have a member ap-
pointed through no po-
litical affiliation, and 
that member who has 
no political affiliation as 
a basis of his appoint-
ment is the chairman of 
the Commission.”

Kelsick, an Attorney-
at-Law for close to 

30 years, will serve 
as Chairman of the 
Integrity Commission 
for a five-year period.

“I hope to leave behind 
a fully functional and 
capable institution that 
has the necessary tools 
to carry out its func-
tions,” Kelsick said. 
“More importantly, I 
hope to leave behind a 
culture of impartiality, 
fairness and behaviour 
that the country would 
be proud of.”

The two other members, 
Franklin Maitland and 
Mrs. Carol Boddie, will 
serve on the Integrity 
Commission for a three-
year term.

Integrity in Public Life 

Act

The ceremony to pres-
ent the Instruments of 
Appointment to the 
Commission members 
effectively gives life to 
the Integrity in Public 
Life Act, which was 
passed in 2013, but was 
never operationalized.

The Act is intended to 
make provisions for a 
Code of Conduct and 
declarations of interest 
for public officials; for 
the offences of abuse 
of office, misconduct 
and neglect of duty. The 
Act also provides for 
the establishment of the 
Commission, its pow-
ers and functions, and 
to provide for related or 
incidental matters.

Addressing the cer-
emony, H.E. Governor-
General Tapley 
reminded the members 
of the IPL Commission 
of their important role 
and urged them to exe-
cute their duties with the 
highest level of integrity 
and professionalism.

“I expect everybody 
to work together,” Sir 
Tapley said. “This is 
not a political affair, 
notwithstanding the fact 
that the Act prescribes 
nominations by certain 
office holders, but it is 
intended to be a national 

entity and undertaking. 
All of these persons 
[Commission members] 
bring to these positions 
significant qualifica-
tions and we repose tre-
mendous confidence in 
them to be able to dis-
charge their functions.”

Prime Minister 
comments

Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris said the fulfil-
ment of the good gov-
ernance agenda, which 
is one of the two plat-
forms on which his 
Team Unity movement 
campaigned on ahead of 
the 2015 elections, re-
mains a priority for the 
Government. 

“The good governance 
agenda is a catalyst for 
empowering our people 
and it must bring chang-
es to the institutions and 
the society at large, and 
hence it must become a 
driver for an enhanced 
quality of life for all of 
our people,” Dr. Harris 
said.

The prime minister said 
he is quite pleased that 
his Team Unity admin-
istration stands com-
mitted to its promise 
of delivering greater 
accountability and 
transparency to the 
governance of the twin 

island Federation.

“The matter of Integrity 
in Public Life is not 
new to the region, and 
indeed in some respects 
it has not been new in 
St. Kitts and Nevis” Dr. 
Harris said. “It has been 
part of the political vo-
cabulary for a very long 
time and indeed in 2013 
an attempt was made 
to have this come into 
law. The bill was passed 
but it lay comatose for 
a while. I am pleased 
that that my administra-
tion has determined to 
move forward with the 
Integrity in Public Life, 
and we have done so 
while appreciating that 
the Bill, lengthy and 
detailed as it is, is not a 
perfect bill.” 

Prime Minister Harris 
expressed his con-
fidence in Kelsick, 
Maitland and Mrs. 
Boddie to carry out their 
duties diligently, faith-
fully and impartially “to 
assist the country with 
its good governance 
agenda.” 

The Commission mem-
bers were all required 
to subscribe to the Oath 
of Office and the Oath 
of Secrecy before they 
were able to begin their 
duties.

Members of the Integrity Commission pictured with the Governor General and Cabinet Ministers. (L-R) Franklin 
Maitland, Member of Integrity Commission; Senior Minister, the Honourable Vance Amory; Damian Kelsick, Chairman 
of Integrity Commission; His Excellency the Governor General, Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton; Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. 

Timothy Harris; and Mrs. Carol Boddie, Member of Integrity Commission.

Damian Kelsick - Chairman of the Integrity Commission
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Govt. Minister’s son gunned down; 
PM expresses condolences

By Loshaun Dixon

Mickail “Mitch” 
Liburd, the 32-year-
old son of Minister of 
Public Infrastructure 
the Hon. Ian “Patches” 
Liburd, was gunned 
down on Monday eve-
ning in Pine Gardens.

The Royal St. 
Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
(RSKNPF) confirmed 
the incident took place 
at around 10:15 p.m. 
when gunshots were 
heard in the neigh-
bourhood and Liburd’s 
bullet-ridden body was 
found lying in a pool of 
blood in a bushy area.

According to reports, 
Liburd was return-
ing to his home in 
Pine Gardens when 
unknown assailants 

attacked and shot him. 
He attempted to run 
away from his attack-
ers, but collapsed in 
some nearby bushes 
and was shot again 
at close-range by his 
assailants.

According to the 
RSKNPF, the shooting 
occurred when three 
armed men came out of 
the nearby bushes and 
opened fire on Liburd 
as he was getting out 
of his vehicle. He was 
shot multiple times 
about his body.

Liburd’s body was 
found in the bushes 
with multiple bullet 
wounds. He died on 
the scene.

RSKNPF techni-
cians with the Crime 
Scene Unit processed 
the crime scene and 

collected evidence into 
police possession.

Investigations are on-
going into the matter. 
Persons with infor-
mation regarding this 
incident are urged to 
contact the Violent 
Crime Unit by dial-
ling 467-1887 or 
467-1888, 662-3468. 
Investigations into the 
matter are ongoing.

Liburd was the subject 
of a similar attack four 
years ago when he was 
attacked in Bird Rock 
as he was about to en-
ter his father’s home. 

That attack left him 
seriously injured. 
Liburd’s death is the 
20th homicide of 2018 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.

No one is yet charged 
in the incident.

PM Harris expresses 
condolences

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis ex-
pressed condolences to 
his Cabinet colleague 
on the passing of his 

son on behalf of the 
Government and peo-
ple of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

P r i m e 
Minister Harris also 
extends sincere sympa-
thy to Mikhail’s mom, 
Iris Williams. 

“Psalm 34:18 offers 
the assurance that ‘The 
Lord is close to the bro-
ken-hearted and saves 
those who are crushed 
in spirit,’” Prime 
Minister Harris said in 
a statement.

“My Team Unity 
Government and I lift 
up our beloved col-
league and his whole 
family in prayer and 
ask God to heal the un-
imaginable heartbreak 
of having to bury a 
child.

Minister Liburd can 
count on us to give him 
the emotional support 
needed during this in-
credibly painful time.”

The Prime Minister 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
went on to note that, 

“As a trusted colleague 
and confidant, Patches 
and I are bound by 
a special friendship 
that goes back many 
years. Our bond is built 
on our shared patrio-
tism and love of poli-
tics, as well as mutual 
admiration, respect and 
understanding.”

He added, “While trag-
edy knocks us to our 
knees, it also brings us 
closer to the people in 
our lives who will al-
ways be around to hold 
us by the hand and pick 
us up off the ground 
after we’ve fallen into 
despair.

Patches, I am here for 
you, the country stands 
with you, and our 
Cabinet will only grow 
closer in this ordeal.”

Prime Minister Harris 
also called on anyone 
with information on 
the incident to provide 
any information that 
they deem relevant to 
the investigation of the 
fatal shooting.

Mickail “Mitch” Liburd
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Seventeen local college students 
receive scholarships in Republic 

of China, Republic of Cuba
The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) and the 
Republic of Cuba have 
awarded 17 scholarships 
to local students on St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

Thirteen scholarship 
grants were presented by 
The Republic of China 
(Taiwan) in an effort to 
offer local students the 
opportunity to pursue 
tertiary education under 
2018 Taiwanese scholar-
ship grants.

Republic of China 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MOFA) Taiwan 
Scholarships were award-
ed to: Ke-Jaun Browne, 
Chaddessa Rodriques, 
Krislee Dasent, Kyric 
Phillip, Jasmine Liburd, 
Garim Jones, Orecia 
Hutchinson, Kyree 
Martin, and Daniella 
Murraine.

International Cooperative 
and Development Fund 
(ICDF) Scholarships 
were awarded to Karen 
Crawford, Pierre Bowrin, 
Meritzer Lawrence and 
Chalieze Browne.

The students will pursue 
studies in key graduate 
and undergraduate lev-
els. They are expected 
to depart the Federation 
soon. Of the 13 scholar-
ships presented, five stu-
dents are from Nevis, and 
eight are from St Kitts.

His Excellency Tom Lee, 
Resident Ambassador of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) to St. Kitts and 
Nevis, said it is a wonder-
ful feeling when students 
are afforded the oppor-
tunity to further their 
education, He his gov-
ernment will continue to 
assist in this venture.

“In my opinion education 
is the key to our success 
and also a foundation for 
national development,” 
Ambassador Lee ex-
plained. “As a strong ally 
of the Federation of St. 

Kitts and Nevis, Taiwan, 
is very willing to share 
our experience in edu-
cation. Our office will 
continue to work hard to 
send more students from 
St. Kitts-Nevis to Taiwan 
for study.”

The ambassador con-
gratulated all 13 award-
ees and assured them 
that once in Taiwan they 
will be treated like fam-
ily. Ambassador Lee en-
couraged the recipients 
to make the most of their 
stay abroad and study as 
hard as possible.

Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Education, the 
Honourable Shawn 
Richards, applauded 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) for its contin-
ued support, especially in 
the education sector.

“The Government and 
people of the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
continue to enjoy, ac-
knowledge and appre-
ciate the generosity of 
the Government and 
people of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan),” 
Richards said. “This 
sincere appreciation of 
such generosity is well 
noted in the Ministry of 
Education. The Federal 
Ministry of Education 
owes a tremendous 
debt of gratitude to the 
Government and people 

of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) for its unwaver-
ing support to the edu-
cational advancement 
of our people in gen-
eral and the youth of our 
Federation in particular.”

Cuba scholarships

Cuban Ambassador, His 
Excellency Aberlardo 
Fabio Hernandez Ferrer 
presented medical schol-
arships to four local stu-
dents, who will pursue 
medical degree studies 
in the Republic of Cuba. 
The scholarships were 
presented to the scholars 
during an official presen-
tation ceremony at the 
Embassy of the Republic 
of Cuba in Basseterre. 
Juliesa Newman of 

Cayon and Julanie 
Garroden of Sandy Point 
received a full seven-
year scholarship to pur-
sue degrees in Medicine. 
Dr. Yannik Henry from 
St. Pauls received a 
three-year scholarship 
to study Specialization 
in Paediatrics. Dr. 
Natasha Weekes from 
Phillips Village received 
three-year scholarship 
for Specialization in 
Surgery. Both doctors 
previously completed 
their medical degrees in 
Cuba.

Ambassador Ferrer said 
his government contin-
ues to seek ways to as-
sist Latin America and 
the Caribbean countries. 
He said it was a pleasure 

for him to present these 
scholarships to the 
recipients.

“We would like students 
going to study in Cuba 
to become ambassadors 
for the Federation,” 
Ambassador Ferrer said. 
“We expect students to 
take the culture of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to Cuba 
and become enriched by 
the culture there.”

Richards said he was 
happy to be part of the 
ceremony, in which four 
young persons were 
being awarded scholar-
ships to further their 
education and improve 
themselves. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
Cuba and other friendly 
countries.

“We do not have the 
distinction of having 
local universities like 
Cuba,” Richards said. 
“However, we have been 
able to develop relation-
ships with Cuba and 
other friendly countries 
near and far who have 
come to our assistance 
in helping to develop our 
people.” 

Richards congratulated 
the recipients, encourag-
ing them to work hard 
and invest in other youth 

upon their return to St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

“When you go off to 
Cuba, even more is re-
quired of you to immerse 
yourself in your studies, 
Richards said. “If you 
do not put in the work, 
you will disappoint your-
self and your country. 
Therefore, I encourage 
you to make the very 
best of the opportunity, 
and to give back to the 
youth upon your return. 
As we look to develop 
our Federation, we have 
to look to our young peo-
ple more now than ever 
before.”

Remarks were also 
given by Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and 
Aviation, Kaye Bass; 
President of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Cuban Alumni 
Association, Hollis 
Prentice; and President 
of the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Cuban Friendship 
Society, Stafford Liburd. 

The ceremony was also 
attended by Jamilah 
Adams of the Human 
Resource Management 
Department, as well as 
parents, well-wishers, 
and students who are 
currently pursuing stud-
ies in Cuba.

Republic of Cuba presents scholarships, (left to right) Julanie Garroden, Juliesa New-
man, H.E. Aberlado Hernandez Ferrer, Hon. Shawn Richards and Dr. Yannik Henry. 

Dr. Natasha Weekes is absent from this photo.

Government Officials (seated) pose with recipients of the 2018 Taiwan Scholarship Programme
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Patriots lose home opener 
to Guyana Amazon Warriors

By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Patriots were off to a 
terrible start of their 
home stand in the 2018 
Caribbean Premier 
League (CPL) at Warner 
Park in Basseterre 
Tuesday evening.

Despite a quick 40 from 
Captain Chris Gayle and 
a superb bowling per-
formance and a catching 
clinic from Ben Cutting, 
it was not enough for the 
Patriots to thwart a chal-
lenge from the Guyana 
Amazon Warriors, 
thanks to some late hit-
ting from Sohail Tanvir.

After batting first, the 
Patriots were well on 
their way to a sizable 
total thanks to hits by 
Evin Lewis and Chris 
Gayle.

Gayle and Lewis 
powered the Patriots 
to 67-0 from the first 
seven-overs, but lost the 
opening pair in quick 
succession to stunt their 
progress.

The Patriots then 
lost Devon Thomas, 
Brandon King, 
Mammadullah and Tom 

Cooper for paltry scores 
and threatened to scut-
tle out the Patriots to a 
small total.

However, some late 
order hitting from 
Anton Devcich and 
Ben Cutting pushed the 
home side to a defend-
able 168.

Imran Tahir led the way 
for the Amazon Warriors 
with four wickets for 22 
from his four-overs.

In response, the visitors, 
although they were able 
to match the required 
run rate early on, lost 
wickets at regular in-
tervals that threw them 
off course of their run 
chase.

A steady hand was re-
quired, and was provid-
ed by Jason Mohamed, 
who stroked a much 
needed 36 in the middle 
period of the innings. 
He and the big hit-
ting Cameron Delport 
looked to steady the in-
nings until a spectacular 
catch from Ben cutting 
got rid of Delport. They 
then lost Mohamed 
shortly after and it 
brought Tanvir and 
Roshon Primus to the 

crease.

Needing 66 from the 
final six-overs the 
Patriots were well on 
the way to another vic-
tory but Tanvir had 
other plans. Though he 
lost Primus to another 
Cutting special catch, 
he smashed his team to 
victory scoring 37 from 
20 deliveries. 

The Amazon Warriors 
were also assisted by 
some undisciplined 
bowling from the 
Patriots as there were 
gifted with 19 extras.

After the game Patriots 
captain Gayle said he 
was disappointed by 
the way the team went 
about batting. “To make 
168 on this surface I 
think we were 20 runs 
short, but Imran Tahir 
bowled well and picked 
up crucial wickets at 
crucial times.”

He was also happy with 
the turn out of the sup-
porters with a near sold 
out crowd at the venue. 
“I am happy with the 
turn out, it was superb 
hopefully on the week-
end we have the same.”

Gayle hailed Tanvir 

for his match winning 
performance. “Tanvir 
played a blinder for his 
team. We bowled ex-
tremely well early on 
just one or two overs 
which is expected in 
T20 cricket is going to 
go that way.

Man of the match 
Tanvir said that the 
team’s game plan was to 
restrict the Patriots be-
low 170. “We know the 
ground is smaller, the 
boundaries are smaller 
and the par score is 
170. We discussed if we 
bowled first and restrict 
them to 160 that will be 
a good total to chase and 
that is what we did.”

Speaking to his innings, 
he said he just believed 
in his abilities. “I was 
just backing my abil-
ity and we played smart 
cricket and utilized 
the wind factor and it 
worked for us.”

Patriots will face St. 
Lucia Stars Thursday, 
then play Trinbago 
Knightriders Saturday, 
Jamaica Tallawahs 
Sunday and end the 
home stand Tuesday 
versus the Barbados 
Tridents.

Illegal 
workers 
on Nevis 
urged to 

register with 
employment 
authorities

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis is call-
ing on persons working 
illegally, or under the 
radar, on the island to 
register with the em-
ployment authorities.

Brantley made the re-
quest at his monthly 
press conference 
at the Nevis Island 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
Cabinet Room at 
Pinney’s Estate today 
while addressing the is-
sue of employment on 
the island.

“I continue to beseech 
people to do the right 
thing to get their work 
permit if they are non-
nationals, to register 
with Social Security be-
cause what you put in is 
what you get out and to 
ensure that they are on 
the rolls…

“We have done every-
thing. We have granted 
amnesties, we have 
granted reduction in 
work permits, we have 

done everything to en-
courage people to do the 
right thing.

“I keep saying from this 
rostrum, that if after 
doing everything to en-
courage them to do the 
right thing and they in-
sist on doing the wrong 
thing, then you cannot 
be upset with anybody 
if there are consequenc-
es,” he said.

The Premier said he be-
lieves in giving people 
every chance by dem-
onstrating to them they 
are welcome to come to 
Nevis. However, they 
have to conform to the 
laws of the land.

Brantley stated that at 
present, the employ-
ment figures which have 
seen an increase of 4.9 
percent in the second 
quarter of 2018 over 
that of the first quarter 
may not reflect the true 
number of employees 
on the island.
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Prime Minister blasts Opposition 
leader Dr. Douglas for irresponsible 

statements on crime, seeking to incite 
violence to gain political mileage 

The Leader of the 
Opposition in St. Kitts and 
Nevis Dr. Denzil Douglas 
was recently blasted for 
what is being described 
as his irresponsible state-
ments in the public do-
main that seek to incite 
violence in the country as 
a means of gaining politi-
cal mileage.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, speaking at a fo-
rum on Aug. 28, called 
upon Opposition Leader, 
Dr. Denzil Douglas, to 
be more responsible with 
his rhetoric, referencing 
an occasion when he, 

Dr. Douglas, openly pro-
fessed to being a master 
of incitement during a 
meeting in Cayon.

Prime Minister Harris 
also challenged the genu-
ineness of Dr. Douglas’ 
concerns for addressing 
the crime situation in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, particu-
larly as it was under the 
leadership of the former 
administration that sev-
eral key infrastructures 
including police stations, 
schools, medical facilities 
and the Coast Guard base 
were allowed to enter cer-
tain stages of dilapidation.

“A stone’s throw from 
where Denzil Douglas 

lives occasionally in St. 
Paul’s is the St. Paul’s 
Police Station,” Prime 
Minister Harris said. 
“Denzil Douglas allowed 

the St. Paul’s Police 
Station to go dogs…unfit 
for performance. We had 
to close it down to save 
the lives of the police 
officers there,” Prime 
Minister 

Harris noted it was clear 
then that law and order 
was not a priority under 
Dr. Douglas’ leadership.

The Team Unity-led ad-
ministration was also 
forced to close the Old 
Road Police Station and 
the Newcastle Police 
Station which became 
unfit for purpose. These 
are other examples of 
the bad inheritance left 
behind by the former 
Dr. Denzil Douglas-led 

administration.

Furthermore, it was un-
der the former St. Kitts 
and Nevis Labour Party-
led government that 
homicides in St. Kitts and 
Nevis reached a record 
high of 34 in 2011. Prime 
Minister Harris disclosed 
that his Team Unity-
led administration has 
undoubtedly spared no 
expense in its attempt to 
preserve the safety and se-
curity of the citizens, resi-
dents and visitors to the 
twin island Federation.

“Every area of engage-
ment—transportation, 
science and technology, a 
forensic lab, vehicles, pro-
tective armoury for law 

enforcement—we have 
always provided that sup-
port. The support has been 
tangible where we put our 
money where our mouths 
are and it has been legis-
lative where the Attorney 
General has brought the 
requisite legislation to the 
Parliament for debate and 
passage, and we have to 
ensure then that having 
done all of these things 
the country is placed in a 
better position than it ever 
has been,” Prime Minister 
Harris said.

“Our resolve to fight 
crime remains strong 
and we intend to ensure 
that our country receives 
a peace dividend,” Dr. 
Harris continued.

The Leader of the Opposition in St. Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Denzil Douglas

Prime Minister and Minister of National Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy Harris
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Teamwork promoted during Ministry 
of Labour ‘Staff Development Day’

Delivering quality service to the 
public, addressing challenges and 
increasing efficiency were dis-
cussed during the Second Annual 
Professional Development Day at the 
Ministry of Labour, Social Security 
and Ecclesiastical Affairs.

The theme was, “Igniting Team Spirit 
to Grow Together.” Working sessions 
began with reports from unit heads 
for Social Protection; Policy and 
Industrial Relations; Employment; 
and Occupational Safety and Health 
and Inspection. After the reports were 
completed, the finance officer gave a 
presentation. 

Fitzroy Wilkin, Research Assistant 
specializing in Programme and 
Employment Development, guided the 
participants during in training sessions 
about Teamwork and Developing 
Professionalism in Service.

Acting Deputy Commissioner of the 
Department of Labour, Deon Webb, 
said training activities are vital to 
maintaining a competent and motivat-
ed workforce. “How productive we are 

as a workforce has a lot to do with the 
ability and the availability of opportu-
nities to acquire and maintain relevant 
skills,” Webb explained. “Equipping 
the workforce with the skills required 
for the job of today and those of to-
morrow, is a strategic concern of the 
Ministry and Department of Labour. 
Skills development enhances em-
ployee’s capabilities to work and their 
opportunities at work, offering more 
scope for creativity and satisfaction at 
work.”

Webb added that: “human resources 
are the key to propelling the Ministry 
and Department of Labour forward and 
enhancing efficient service delivery.”

Minister of Labour, Social Security 
and Ecclesiastical Affairs, Honourable 
Vance Amory, honed in on the theme 
and noted that it was important first, 
to establish a team and second, to get 
everyone on the same page. “You can 
expose people to training but if they 
are not willing to accept the train-
ing or being exposed to the training, 
apply the training, you are not going 
to get very far,” Amory explained. 

“Being exposed to the training, hav-
ing a willingness to accept the training 
and having the willingness to apply 
the training as given is going to make 
the difference. That is what’s going to 
make team spirit what it should be, 
and that is going to help employees 
grow together.”

The senior minister encouraged the 
staff to grow the level of trust between 
each other because “no one knows 

everything about anything.” He said 
this will uplift the working environ-
ment and improve the service to the 
public.

The staff spent the afternoon at the 
Newtown Playing Field doing team-
building exercises during 16 com-
petitive games. The games included, 
needle and thread; lime and spoon; 
bobbing for apples; a watermelon-
eating competition; and a sack race.

Senior Minister Vance Amory addressing ministry staff.
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Berridge 
gets Windies 

B call for 
Cricket 
Canada 

Summerfest
By Loshaun Dixon

Fast bowler from St. 
Kitts and Nevis Shino 
has received a maiden 
call-up to the “Windies 
B” squad for the for 
the Cricket Canada 
Summerfest from 
Wednesday, Aug. 29 to 
Sept. 7. 

The team will play a se-
ries to include four T20s 
(including a warm-up), 
along with two 50-overs 
matches. A WINDIES B 
Team was in Canada a 
few months ago and was 
a beaten finalist in the 
inaugural Global T20. 
Anthony Bramble was 
the captain of the team.

Berridge impressed 
his first season with 
the Leeward Islands 
Hurricanes during the 
last Regional 4Day cam-
paign. He will also be 
joined by his Hurricanes 
teammates Jahmar 
Hamilton and Keacy 
Carty.

The 27-year-old has 
amassed an impres-
sive 24 wickets in six 
first class games for the 
Hurricanes with best 
bowling figures of 5 for 
59 against Jamaica.

The team will be led 
by Anthony Bramble 
and will feature former 
Windies Senior players 
such as Jomel Warrican 
and Sunil Ambris. 

Cricket West Indies 
also announced that 
fresh from an excit-
ing 102 runs from 58 
balls, Kimani Melius, 

the leading run-scor-
er for the Under-19 
Championship is part of 
the squad for the nine-
day tournament.

The full squad is as fol-
lows: Anthony Bramble 
(Captain), Sunil Ambris, 
Alick Athanaze, 
Sheeno Berridge, John 
Campbell, Keacy Carty, 
Justin Greaves, Derval 
Green, Jahmar Hamilton, 
Sherman Lewis, Kyle 
Mayers, Kimani Melius, 
Jeavor Royal and Jomel 
Warrican. 

The team management 
unit is as follows: Esuan 
Crandon (Head Coach), 
Sir Curtly Ambrose 
(Coach), Alexander 
Forde (Strength 
& Conditioning 
Trainer), Neil Barry 
(Physiotherapist) and 
Avenesh Seetaram (Data 
Capturer).

CWI Director of Cricket, 
Jimmy Adams noted that 
the upcoming WINDIES 
“B” Tour to Canada will 
provide another oppor-
tunity for young players 
to gain experience in the 
shorter formats. 

“The itinerary comprises 
both Twenty 20 and 
50-overs-a-side formats 
and has allowed CWI 
to have a look at play-
ers who are not involved 
with the ongoing CPL,” 
Adams said. “This tour-
nament has the potential 
to assist our player de-
velopment processes 
by exposing more of 
our younger players 
to more competitive 
environments.”
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

Vacancy
AP  Woodwork
One Carpenter
Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Vacancy
Water Sports Operator
Tel: 765-3600

Vacancy
Jobsite Supervisor 
Must have Five 
Years Experience  In  
Carpentry & Masonary 
Telephone: 763-5547

Vacancy
Boat Mate Contact:  
Islander Water Sports 
Tel: 662-7081

Vacancy
Smart Choice  
Construction Needs 
labourers Contact: 
665-2443

Vacancy
Farm Worker
Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy
R.S.J Enterprise
Sale Clerk, Cashier 
& Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

Vacancy
Chris Metal Works
Needs Welder
Tel: 665-2356

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Bhumika P. Roa Now residing in 
Round Hill, up Rumor’s Road Street 
in the town or 
Village of New Castle do hereby give 
you notice That it is my intention to 
apply on  30th August 
Day of August, 2018 next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown  
for a Liquor Licence in respect of 
my Premises in New Castle Street in 
Mount Nevis Hotel
Dated this 24th day of August, 2018.
Signed: BPRao

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Carmen Griffrin -Carey Now re-
siding in Brazier’s  Estate Street in 
the town or Village of Hamilton  do 
hereby give you notice 
That it is my intention to apply on 
28th Day of September next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown 
for a  Liquor Licence in respect of my 
Premises in Government Rd  Street in 
Charlestown 

Dated this 21st day of August .
Signed: CGriffrin

Vacancy                   
Jamaican Bakery
Assistant Baker   
Tel: 762-1003

Vacancy                   
Horse shoer 
Contact:Nevis 
Equestrian Centre
662-8118

Vacancy                   
Tea House Restaurant
One Chef
Contact:469-7033

Vacancy
Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Vacancy
COMFORT AIRCO 
in St. Kitts is seeking 
(4) qualified chilled 
water and VRF techni-
cian. Email resume to:    
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Wanted
Professional Dentist Is 
Looking For Babysitter/ 
Housekeeper With 2 
Years Of Experience, 
Must Speak English And 
Spanish. 869-760- 1665.

Vacancy
F&B Associates 
with knowledge 
of International 
Cuisine Sous Chef
Contact : 763-0090 
Must Have Ten 
Years Experience

Vacancy
Spotless Car Wash 
Needs One Employee 
Contact: 764-
9822/ 661-9822

Needed One Taylor
at Manufacturers-
General Two years 
Experience
Contact :764-0006
Contact: 765-7092

FOR SALE
One Outboard 
Motor 40 Hp 
Yamaya Engine 
Contact: 665-2395

Vacancy 
R.S.J Enterprise         
Baker P O Box 
638, Nevis

Vacancy 
R.S.J Enterprise Sale 
Clerk, Cashier, Baker 
& Technician P O 
Box 638, Nevis

Vacancy at KALIMATA INC 
Building # 14 , unit 101 
warehouse supervisor 1
Store supervisor 2
Please send your CV to 
hareshsadarangani@yahoo.com

Vacancy
Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer
Contact: 469-2174

Vacancy 
Clayponn Construction 
Needs a Cleaner 
Contact: 765 9831

Looking For Qualified Person Trained 
In Sugar Hair Removal. Must Have 3 
To 5 Years Experienceand Be Willing 
To Work Part Time Hours Preferably 
1 To 8 Pm. Must Be Certified In This 
Technique And Please Include A 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Land Close To Koi 
Resort And Residences
Along Koi Resort 
Main Road
One Quarter Acre 
869-664-2868

Vacancy 
1 Warehouse super-
visor and 1 Store 
supervisor Please 
call me at 765 2262

Looking For A Driver With-Valid 
Cpr To Run And Manage A Tour 
Company Must Be Avaialble On 
All Cruise Ship Days. Salary To Be 
Discussed In Person. Must Submitt 
Resume To socalhair@yahoo.com.

Smart Electronics Vacancy 
Manager/Sales Associates 
Minimum 10 years Expeirience 
10 years in Managing and sales 
Please Call 466 4271
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Newcastle Police Station 
construction progressing, Nevis 

Deputy Premier pleased

There has been steady 
progress and good work-
manship in the construc-
tion of the Newcastle 
Police Station accord-
ing to Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers, Deputy Premier 
of Nevis and Area 
Representative for the 
St. James Parish. 

Jeffers, who is in 
charge of spearhead-
ing the project on be-
half of the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA), 
visited the site on Aug. 
22. The Cabinet vis-
ited the site four months 
ago and there has been 
steady progress since 
then. 

“I am pleased with the 
work that has been done 
and I want to commend 
the contractor and sub-
contractors who are in-
volved here...,” Jeffers 
said. 

“The work we are see-
ing here is consistent 
with the contractor, 
who has always done a 
wonderful job of con-
struction to meet the 
standards the engineers 
require. It meets the 
standards that we, as an 

administration, would 
like to see.”

 Construction of the new 
$3.7million Newcastle 
Police Station began in 
January with NIA fund-
ing. The 15,312 square-
foot project is expected 
to be completed by July 
2019.

The deputy premier said 
he hoped that the federal 
government would as-
sist with more funding 
for the project, because 
national security falls 
under its purview, even 
though the NIA has al-
ready provided some 
funds for the project.

On completion the two-
storey multi-purpose 
building will house 
male and female offic-
ers from the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Fire and 
Rescue Services. It will 
also be equipped with 
the necessary amenities 
to support the officers 
who will be stationed 
there.

The new police sta-
tion will replace a steel 

frame building which 
housed the Newcastle 
Police Station. In 2016, 
it was considered unfit 
for humans to live and 
work in was condemned 
and subsequently 
demolished.  

Police officers stationed 
there were redeployed 
temporarily to a rented 
building adjacent to 
the Vance W. Amory 
International Airport, 
along the Island’s Main 
Road.

Jeffers said the NIA is 
providing the necessary 
infrastructure for the 
police to ensure safety 
and security is main-
tained on the island. In 
that regard, the station 
forms part of the ad-
ministration’s overall 
strategy.

The minister used the 
opportunity to com-
mend Jasper Stapleton, 
the project’s general 
contractor; subcontrac-
tors, Lawrence Brandy 
for the electrical and 
Theo Wallace for the 
plumbing. Steadroy 
Pemberton is the Project 
Manager.

Hon. Alexis Jeffers, Deputy Premier of Nevis and Area 
Representative for the St. James Parish

A section of the new Newcastle Police Station under construction on Aug. 22.
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Russian 
delegation 

meets Nevis 
Premier, 

seeks 
support for 
bid to host 
Expo 2025

A Russian Federation 
delegation met with 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Premier 
of Nevis on to en-
list the support of St. 
Kitts and Nevis to 

support his country’s 
bid to host Expo 2025 
in the Russian city of 
Ekateruburg.

The delegation was led 
by Arkady Chenertsky, 
First Deputy Chair of 

the Russian Federation 
Council Committee 
on Federal Structure, 
Regional Policy, Local 
Government and 
Northern Affairs. The 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs welcomed 

the delegation to his 
Pinney’s Estate office 
and underscored the 
importance of the rela-
tionship both countries 
shared.

“The relationship be-
tween St. Kitts and 
Nevis and Russia has 
been a very good re-
lationship,” Brantley 
said, “which recently, 
our people would 
know, was given 
greater strength when I 
was able to sign in the 
margins of the United 
Nations last year, a visa 
waiver agreement with 
your Foreign Minister 
His Excellency Sergei 
Lavrov.

“For us this relation-
ship is very important 
and we are thankful... 
We want to welcome 
you to St. Kitts and 
Nevis perhaps for the 
first time but… more 
specifically to the is-
land of Nevis. This is 
my island and so I wel-
come you to my island 
Nevis as well. So thank 
you very much for be-
ing here,” Brantley 
said.

Chenertsky, speaking 
through an interpreter, 
extended greetings 
from Russia to the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

He noted that the visit 

was to encourage the 
Federation to sup-
port his country’s bid 
to host Expo 2025 in 
the Russian city of 
Ekateruburg.

The theme of the 
expo is “Changing the 
World: Innovations 
and Better Life for 
Future Generations.” 

Topics discussed dur-
ing Expo 2025 will 
include:

Accessible technolo-
gies, advanced technol-
ogies that will provide 
solutions for improving 
the quality of life.

Human progress, expan-
sion of relevant knowl-
edge about scientific and 
technical progress, in-
cluding education, sport 
and creative thinking 
in the context of global 
trends. New reality, op-
portunities and pros-
pects for digitalization 
of industry, business, 
education, health care 
and economy as a 
whole. Improvement 
of the life quality with 
the help of ICT, IoT, 
large data analytics, 
robotization, Al and 
blockchain. 

Shared future, under-
standing the changes 
that determine the pic-
ture of the future world 
in the  next 35 years. 

Global challenges of 
humanity, as well as 
solutions that will de-
termine the socioeco-
nomic, ecological and 
political vision of the 
future world.

“We’ve come this long 
way to make a presen-
tation of our bid of our 
candidacy to host the 
world Expo in 2025 
and as you rightfully 
mentioned, this agree-
ment of last year really 
give fresh impetus to 
our bilateral relations 
and we highly wel-
come it and we believe 
there will be more op-
portunities for us to 
develop our bilateral 
relations in the future.

“We are ready, besides 
this presentation, to 
discuss on other mat-
ters of our cooperation 
for example tourism, 
economic cooperation, 
economic development 
assistance etc. So we 
are really pleased to be 
here and we are really 
grateful for your wel-
come,” he said.

Also present at the 
meeting was Wakely 
Daniel, Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Premier’s Ministry 
who stood in for 
Stedmond Tross, 
Cabinet Secretary 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration.

Hon. Mark Brantley, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Premier of Nevis welcomes Arkady Chenertsky, First Deputy 
Chair of the Russian Federation Council Committee on Federal Structure, Regional Policy, Local Government and 

Northern Affairs and members of his delegation.
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‘Maintaining a Healthy 
Workforce through Diet, 
Movement,’ Caribbean 
Wellness Week Topic

With 83 percent of 
deaths in the Federation 
attributed to Non-
communicable Diseases 
(NCDs), the Ministry 
of Health has planned a 
week of Sept. 8-14 ac-
tivities during Caribbean 
Wellness Week 2018. 
The theme of the event is, 
“Maintaining a Healthy 
Workforce through 
Movement and Diet,” and 
the slogan “SKN-Nation 
on the Move.”

The death rate due to Non-
communicable Diseases 
is posing a tremendous 
challenge to the economy 
with deaths in a wide 
range group, between 
30 to 70 years-of-age 

which is a real threat to 
the health of working 
age adults. The Ministry 
of Health is focusing on 
promoting movement and 
healthy eating, which are 
two critical steps towards 
reducing the risk of NCDs 
to create a healthier, hap-
pier nation.

Chief Medical Officer in 
the Ministry of Health, 
Dr. Hazel Laws, said that 
Caribbean Wellness Week 
is an initiative aimed at 
promoting health and 
wellness to motivate the 
public to make healthy 
lifestyle choices.

“During Caribbean 
Wellness Week, we will 

encourage/motivate the 
public to make healthy 
lifestyle choices regard-
ing four risk factors,” 
she said, while noting 
that based on medical 
evidence, there are four 
modifiable behavioural 
risk factors that lead to the 
development of NCDs, 
which are physical in-
activity, unhealthy diet, 
harmful use of alcohol 
and use of tobacco.

She emphasized that this 
year, the ministry’s focus 
is on promoting at least 
two and a half hours of 
moderate exercise per 
week and eating more 
plant based and unpro-
cessed foods, including 

at least three servings of 
fruits and vegetables per 
day.

“This year we want to 
stimulate more physi-
cal activity and exercise 
and we want to motivate 
more healthy eating hab-
its among our people. 
Life is a choice. Our lives 
become defined by our 
choices. If we exercise 
and eat right, we will 
enjoy better health out-
comes. It’s as simple and 
as complex as that,” she 
added.

Activities taking place 
for this year’s Caribbean 
Wellness Week includes 
Caribbean Wellness Day 

Walk on Sept. 8 from 
5:00am; Faith-Based 
Health Screening at lo-
cal churches on Sept. 
9; Health and Family 
Life Endurance Test be-
ing spearheaded by the 
Ministry of Education 
on Sept. 10; “Take 5” 
Nutrition Programme 
Campaign on Sept. 11; 
Day of Rest on Sept. 
12; National Health 
and Wellness Fair on 
Sept. 13; and National 
Sneaker Day and 

Soca-cise workout at 
the St. Kitts Marriot on 
Sept. 14.

The Chief Medical of-
ficer encouraged person 
to make use of social 
media and use the ha
shtag#SKNonthemov
e&eatingright during 
Caribbean Wellness 
Week and share how 
they are staying on the 
move and maintaining a 
healthy diet.

Dr. Hazel Laws, Chief Medical Officer in the Ministry of 
Health
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ECLAC predicts Latin American, Caribbean 
economies will expand 1.5 percent

St. Kitts and Nevis are 
among 11 Caribbean na-
tions whose economies 
are expected to expand 
1.5 percent in 2018, de-
spite external uncertain-
ties, according to the 
Economic Commission 
for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
annual report released 
Aug. 24.

The 234-page 
Economic Survey of 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean 2018, avail-
able online at www.
cepal.org, contains doz-
ens of pages containing 
detailed information 
and charts showing 
economic data about St. 
Kitts and Nevis imports, 
exports and expendi-
tures and compare them 
with other Caribbean 
and Latin American 
nations. 

The report says these na-
tions stand out because 
of their robust net im-
ports of energy products 
(almost 40 percent of 
their total commodities 
trade) and in general, 
they are net importers 
of food. The islands 
ECLAC highlighted 
in this analysis are: 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, Dominica, 
Guyana, Jamaica, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines and 
Suriname.

In an international 
context marked by 
uncertainty and vola-
tility, ECLAC indi-
cated the economies of 
Latin America and the 

Caribbean will grow 
1.5 percent on aver-
age in 2018, thanks to 
a rebound in domestic 
demand, private con-
sumption especially, 
and a slight increase in 
investment.

The annual report one of 
the organization’s most 
traditional publications, 
issued uninterruptedly 
since the year of its 
founding (1948) – was 

released Aug. 24 during 
a press conference at 
ECLAC’s Subregional 
Headquarters in Mexico, 
in Mexico City, by its 
Executive Secretary, 
Alicia Bárcena.

According to the docu-
ment, overall average 
growth in the region – 
the projection of which 
declined by seven-
tenths versus the last 
estimate provided by 

the organization in April 
– maintains a positive 
trend, despite showing 
signs of slowing. 

As on previous occa-
sions, there is great het-
erogeneity among the 
various countries and 
subregions, since South 
America is expected 
to grow 1.2 percent in 
2018, while Central 
America will notch 3.4 
percent growth and the 

Caribbean 1.7 percent. 

The Economic 
Survey adds that this 
regional growth is oc-
curring in a complex 
global scenario, charac-
terized by trade disputes 
between the United 
States, China and other 
nations; growing geo-
political risks; a decline 
in capital flows toward 
emerging markets in 
the last few months and 
a rise in sovereign risk 
levels; depreciations of 
local currencies against 
the dollar; and a global 
economic expansion 
that is tending to lose 
momentum.

“Our region continues 
to grow, although at a 
slower pace than what 
was projected several 
months ago, despite in-
ternational turbulence,” 
Barcena said. “That is 
positive but it demands 
that we redouble our 
efforts to prompt a reac-
tivation, without resort-
ing to excessive fiscal 
adjustments. Regional 
integration can play 
an important role here, 
and we must aim in that 
direction.” 

ECLAC Executive Secretary, Alicia Bárcena (second right) during the launch of the report in Mexico City. (Photo 
credit: ECLAC)

Police, Coast Guard 
continue to search for 

man missing-at-sea
The St. Kitts-Nevis Coast Guard 
began searching Aug. 23 at sea, 
while the Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) searched on land for 
69-year-old Kuriel Robinson 
of Charlestown. On Aug. 24 
searchers added drones to the 
search, but they did not find the 
swimmer.

At about 11 a.m. on Aug. 23, 
Police received a report that 
Robinson had gone swimming 
and did not return. Preliminary 
investigations revealed that on 

Thursday at 6 a.m., Robinson met 
with another person. Robinson, 
enquiries revealed, swam from 
Fort Charles heading towards 
Jessups, while the other person 
walked to the same area. The last 
place Robinson was seen was off 
the Charlestown Pier.

To increase surveillance of the is-
land coastline, Police in Division 
‘C’ (Nevis) are using technology, 
incorporating the use of a drone, 
also known as an unmanned aer-
ial vehicle (UAV). They are con-
centrating on Pinney’s Beach, the 

Charlestown Port, Gallows Bay 
and Fort Charles.

The drone allowed the authori-
ties to search a radius of several 
thousand feet from the shoreline. 
The swimmer was not found.

The Police have spoken with a 
number of persons in the area. 
They urge anyone who might 
have seen something or know 
anything about this incident to 
contact the Charlestown Police 
Station at 469-5391/5392. Kuriel Robinson
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Teenage footballer Petrez 
Williams joins Portland 

Timbers training academy
By Loshaun Dixon

E i g h t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
Kittitian footballer 
Petrez Williams will 
soon leave for Portland, 
Oregon in the US, 
where he will join the 
Portland Timbers on a 
one-year deal.

The Portland Timbers 
are an American pro-
fessional football club 
based in Portland. The 
Timbers compete in 
Major League Soccer 
(MLS) as a member 
club of the league’s 
Western Conference. 

Williams, who currently 
operates as a defender 
for the SL Hosfords 
Football Club, tried out 
with the MLS earlier 
this year and earned a 
one-year deal to partici-
pate in their academy.

President of the St. 
Kitts Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
Anthony Johnson con-
gratulated Williams on 
the milestone, “It’s a 
significant milestone, 
not only in his life but 
in the life of the football 
fraternity in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.”

Johnson said Williams 
achieved his success 
achieved as a result 
of the investment the 
SKNFA made in young 
players. 

“It started because our 
senior national men’s 
team travelled to India 
last year and Petrez was 
a member of the team,” 
Johnson explained. “As 
a result of playing in one 
game he was seen by 
someone connected to 
the Portland Timbers.”

Johnson noted that 
the SKNFA’s aim 
is to develop young 
footballers and create 
similar opportunities. 
“We brought this to the 

public’s attention so that 
young footballers can 
be inspired,” Johnson 
said. “All of our play-
ers come from humble 
circumstances, there 
are no rich footballers 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
so it’s important for us 
to get one, two, three, 
four or more players 
into the professional 
circuit or the collegiate 
circuit that for us is life 
changing.”

Johnson added, “I want 
to thank everyone who 
has been involved in 
this effort so far. I want 
to say to Petrez, take the 
opportunity with both 
hands and go out there 
and represent you and 
your family to the best 
of your ability.”

The bashful Williams 
said he is grateful for 
the opportunity and 
thanked all who helped 
him to the achievement. 
“I would like to say 
thanks to everyone who 
has been a part of this. I 
want to shout out the St. 
Paul’s F.C. community, 
family, friends, coaches 
in the past; Thanks very 

much. I will make every-
one proud.”  Theophilus 
Williams, his father, 
said he is proud of his 
son’s accomplishment. 
He is thankful to the 
club and the community 
of St. Paul’s which had 
a hand in his develop-
ment. “My wife and I 
are very proud of what 
he has achieved. I will 
always be happy. He 
will make the island 
very proud.” 

Stephanie Williams, his 
mother, remembered 
her son’s love for foot-
ball from a very young 
age.

“When he was small, as 
soon as he came home 
from school he would 
go play football,” she 
said.

Manager of the St. 
Paul’s, F.C. Derionne 
Edmeade, said 
Williams’s achievement 
was a great accomplish-
ment for football in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“This is not just a 
win for the St. Paul’s 
Football Club; it is also 

a win for the SKNFA 
and all the clubs. Many 
would have said there 
is not much for football 
in St. Kitts but today 
we are here sending off 
a player from the St. 
Paul’s community to the 
MLS.” 

Edmeade challenged 
Williams to endeavour 
to play at the high-
est level possible as a 
professional footballer. 
“We want to hear and 
see good things from 
you…from a small 
Caribbean island of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, we ex-
pect you to go out and 
make a name not for 
St. Paul’s, but for St. 
Kitts and Nevis. This 
is not about St. Paul’s 
Football Club anymore. 
This is bigger than St. 
Paul’s.” 

Williams’s achievement 
makes him the second 
footballer from St. Kitts 
and Nevis to play in the 
MLS following Atiba 
Harris who had an im-
pressive record, playing 
275 times for six MLS 
franchises from 2006 to 
2017.

Lack of 
money 

causes late 
renovation 

work on 
schools

By Monique Washington

A lack of money is the justification given by the 
Premier of Nevis Hon Mark Brantley why reno-
vations, upgrades and cosmetic work on various 
Nevis schools began so close to the official open-
ing of the school year.

All primary schools in the Federation will open in 
two days, with many renovations, repairs and up-
grades still needing to be done at certain schools.

All public, private and primary schools closed 
for the summer break on July 13. All schools are 
schedule to reopen Sept. 3 for the new academic 
year. All public schools on the island recently 
began repairs. Brantley said the work has just 
begun because there wasn’t any money to begin 
sooner.

“Why do you leave things for so late? The an-
swer is simple, money,” Brantley said. “Simple 
answer, it’s all good and well sometimes when 
we say we want to start this at a particular time, 
but sometimes you have to do things at a time 
when the Ministry of Finance say we have the 
money to pay for it…I don’t know what is worse, 
Starting and having contractors say they can’t get 
any pay or leaving and perhaps getting a little bit 
delayed until we get in position.”

Brantley said the late start is not because of poor 
planning but rather “we can only move when we 
see the way to pay.”

At present, the Charlestown Primary School is 
completing  remodelling of the ground floor.  The 
first floor slabs and steelwork have been complet-
ed, as-well-as reconfiguring the external plumb-
ing and electrical. The Ivor Walters Primary 
School will have temporary classrooms added.

“The foundation is almost 75 percent complete,” 
Brantley said. “We are adding some new bath-
rooms at the Ivor Walters School.” 

General repairs will take place at all schools, 
which include repairs to doors, windows, paint-
ing and other renovations. 

“We are asking parent teachers and staff to be 
patient with us,” Brantley concluded. “The idea 
is when students and teachers go back to school 
they will have a better environment.” 
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RSCNPF 
investigating 

shooting incident 
involving Police 

Officer
An investigation into the circum-
stances involving a person who was 
shot and injured while in Police cus-
tody is currently underway.

During the morning of Aug. 27, 
Samari Webbe, also known as 
“Storm,” the Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force (RSCNPF) 
took Webbe into custody for question-
ing in relation to an ongoing search 
operation for a wanted man, Vincent 
Taylor. 

Preliminary investigations have re-
vealed that during the questioning, 
one of the officers turned to speak 
with a second officer and Webb rushed 

towards that officer and grabbed his 
firearm in an attempt to take it away. 
A scuffle ensued and Webbe was shot 
in the shoulder. The officers rushed 
Webbe to the JNF Hospital for medi-
cal attention. He is ow at the hospital 
receiving treatment.

The RSCNPF Forensic Services Unit 
and the Violent Crimes Unit both vis-
ited and processed the scene and car-
ried out enquiries. 

A parallel investigation will be done 
by the RSCNPF Office of Professional 
Standards -- the unit responsible for 
overseeing investigations into all re-
ports involving Police Officers.

College students 
offered travel 

assistance, 
guidelines issued 

Travel assistance 
guidelines have been 
announced for full-
time students enrolled 
at Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC) 
and the Advanced 
Vocational Education 
Centre (AVEC), ac-
cording to Permanent 
Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education 
on Nevis, Kevin Barret.  

“I am happy to an-
nounce that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) has responded 
positively to the many 
requests that we would 
receive from CFBC and 
AVEC students who are 
enrolled full time and 
have asked for assis-
tance when travelling 
by ferry to St. Kitts,” 
Barret said.

“The request went 
to the Nevis Island 
Administration and 
they have responded 
positively. I am pleased 
to announce that the 
government is offering 
travel assistance to all 
of those students who 
are enrolled.

“Ten passes per month 
will be available for 
students and this would 
be in effect during their 
two years at CFBC,” 
Barret said. “We know 
this is going to be wel-
comed by students.”

The permanent secre-
tary said the application 
process will start next 
week at the Ministry 
of Education. The of-
fer is made to students 
who are going to CFBC 
and AVEC involved in 
subjects that are not of-
fered at the Nevis Sixth 
Form College.

“The offer is not for all-
and-sundry who are at-
tending CGBC, there is 

a criteria that you have 
to meet to qualify,” 
Barret explained. He 
said to qualify students 
would have to fill out 
an application form 
when they come to the 
Ministry of Education 
to apply.

He said information on 
the application will be 
verified and it will be 
determined if the stu-
dent qualifies for the 
passes.

Barret said the applica-
tion form states the fol-
lowing requirements: 

● The Nevis Island 
Administration will 
only subsidise travel 
cost for students who 
are pursuing studies 
in areas not offered in 
the Nevis Sixth Form 
College;

● Assistance will be 
granted for a maxi-
mum of two years;

● Student must be en-
rolled full-time at the 
institution

● Continued assistance 
will be granted on the 
premise that students 

maintain a GPA of 
2.0 (on a 4.0 scale) or 
higher;

● Passes will be is-
sued or renewed at the 
Ministry of Education 
at the beginning of each 
month;

● Passes will not be is-
sued, nor deemed valid 
during the vacation; 
and

● All candidates on the 
programme will be ex-
pected to sign the log or 
receipt of boat passes.

When students come 
to the ministry, if ap-
proved, they will have 
to sign that you would 
have received your 
assistance.

The process begins on 
Monday, Aug. 27 and 
the assistance begins in 
September. Passes will 
be valid for the month 
of September and going 
forward.

Barett invited students 
who believe they will 
qualify to visit the 
Ministry of Education 
to sign up for this 
assistance.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Education on 
Nevis, Kevin Barret
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Defence Force given Police powers in 
government effort to fight crime;  
Prime Minister Dr. Harris vows to 

support law enforcement agencies
Officers of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Defence 
Force (SKNDF) have 
been empowered with 
policing powers effec-
tive Friday, Aug. 24. 
The Governor General, 
His Excellency Sir S. 
W. Tapley Seaton, acted 
on the advice of the 
Cabinet to enhance the 
crime fighting capa-
bilities in the country 
by extending Police 
Powers to the Defence 
Force for six months.

The Proclamation by 
the Governor General 
to grant enhanced pow-
ers to the Defence Force 
is in accordance with 
Section 7 of the Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
Defence Force Act. 
Section 7(1) of the Act 
states: “The Governor-
General may, acting 
in accordance with the 
advice of Cabinet, call 
out the Defence Force 
for service in aid of 
the civil powers for a 
period not exceeding 
six months, with their 
arms and ammunition, 
where it is deemed that 
the resources of the 
civil powers need to be 
augmented.”

The recommendation 
to the Cabinet occurred 
following a lengthy 
meeting between Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Security, 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris; 
Cabinet Secretary, Mrs. 
Josephine Huggins; 
Permanent Secretaries 
Mr. Osmond Petty 
and Mr. Andrew 
Skerritt and the High 
Command of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force and 
Defence Force.

During that meeting 
Police Commissioner, 
Ian Queeley and 

Defence Force 
Commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Anthony 
Comrie proposed that 
the government con-
sider the initiative. 
The High Command 
of the law enforcement 
agencies also included 
Deputy Commissioner 
Hilroy Brandy, Assistant 
Commissioner of 
Police, Andre Mitchell 
and Captain Bass of the 
Defence Force.

New initiatives 
expected 

A range of new initia-
tives will also be imple-
mented throughout the 
remainder of the year, 
as law enforcement 
agencies step up their 
mandate to protect and 
serve.

Prime Minister Harris 
said, “My Cabinet will 
use every resource at 
our country’s disposal 
to ensure that the peace, 
stability and prosperity 
that our people deserve 
are always available. 
There will be setbacks 

on the journey, but our 
commitment to make 
St. Kitts and Nevis the 
safest democratic state 
in the world will never 
be shaken.”

The Team Unity admin-
istration stands resolute 
in its commitment to 
the law enforcement 

agencies as they seek to 
arrest the criminal ele-
ments and bring about 
a prolonged season of 
peace and security in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of National Security, 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris told the 
men and women of the 

reserve arm of the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Defence 
Force (SKNDF).

Government remains 
unblemished 

“Within recent vintage, 
the record of the gov-
ernment remains un-
blemished in every area 
of law enforcement,” 
the prime minister said. 
“Whether it was last 
December, when we 
spent close to $1 million 
to support the Defence 
Force by enhancing its 
fleet of vehicles; or right 
now at the Coast Guard 
Headquarters, where we 
are providing millions 
of dollars to provide 
better accommodations. 
The government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis has 
never recoiled.”

The prime minister 
wholeheartedly thanked 
the servicemen and 
women for their service 
to maintain peace and 
security and sought to 
hear directly from them 
as to how best the Team 
Unity Government can 

help them to better carry 
out their duties.

Dr. Harris stressed, 
“The forces of law and 
order must never recoil 
in the face of illegality 
and in the face of threat 
to security of the state. 

That is critically im-
portant. Whatever is 
required to provide the 
requisite support to the 
agents of law and order, 
this government has 
pledged to go all the 
way in that support.” 

The National Security 
Minister impressed 
upon the law enforce-
ment officers that for all 
the investments being 
made by the govern-
ment, the only expec-
tation is for them to 
contribute towards mak-
ing St. Kitts and Nevis 
a safer place, “because 
without peace in the 
land there is no progress 
and the freedom that 
we now enjoy would 
be lost. Everything in 
the end depends on the 
context in which the 
peace dividend is being 
derived.”

Prime Minister Harris 
has over the last sev-
eral months made it a 
priority, as Minister of 
National Security, to 
meet face to face with 
law enforcement offi-
cers on both islands to 
listen to their concerns, 
express his expectations 
and to leverage their 
experience and knowl-
edge to achieve the goal 
of making St. Kitts and 
Nevis the safest nation 
in the world.

“That is the legacy we 
want to leave and that is 
what we are hoping you 
will be able to help us 
to achieve,” the prime 
minister added.

Officers of the St. Kitts and Nevis Defence Force and 
Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force carry out 

a joint patrol.

Prime Minister Harris interacts with members of the SKNDF Reserves.
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