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Noti

Notice to: Kevin Hazel father of a baby boy born on 07/26/16 to 

Jacquetta F. in New Haven, CT

Of parts unknown. 

A petition has been filed seeking:  

Commitment of minor child of the above named or vesting of custody and care of 
said child of the above named in a lawful, private or public agency or a suitable and 
worthy person.

Hearing on an Order of Temporary Custody will be heard on: 09/05/2019 at 9:00 

A.M. at 239 Whalley Avenue, New Haven CT 06511. 

Therefore, ORDERED, that notice of the hearing of this petition be given by 
publishing this Order of Notice once, immediately upon receipt, in the St. Kitts 

Nevis Observer – St. Kitts, West Indies, a newspaper having a circulation in the 
town/city of St. Kitts.

Honorable Judge: S. Marcus 
Clerk: M. Laudun                                                            Date signed 08/14/2019 

RIGHT TO COUNSEL: Upon proof of inability to pay for a lawyer, the court will 
make sure that an attorney is provided to you by the Chief Public Defender. Request 
for an attorney should be made immediately in person, by mail, or by fax at the 
court office where your hearing is to be held. 

ORDER OF NOTICE 
JD-JM-61 Rev, 10-11 
CGS 45ª-716(c), 46b-129(a), 52-52 
PA 11-51 Sec 19 Pr. Bk. Secs. 11-6, 11-7, 33a-5 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

SUPERIOR COURT 

JUVENILE MATTERS 

Landlords prepare for BHC closure
By Monique Washington

With the impending 
closure of Brown Hill 
Communications and 
loss of 138 jobs in 
Nevis, some landlords 
are readying them-
selves to lose some 
tenants.

On Monday Premier 
of Nevis Mark 
Brantley announced 
that the Brownhill 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
which served Bell 
Canada, will be offi-
cially closing its doors 
on September 3. Some 
138 employees will be 
left jobless, including 
over 50 employees that 
migrated to Nevis from 
Dominica to work for 
the company.

With the mass termi-
nation of employees, 
many of whom are 
renting accommoda-
tion, The Observer 
asked some landlords 
what they would do if 
their tenants who work 
for the company have 
to return home.

One property owner in 
Brownhill said that he 
currently has two non-
Nevisians who work 
at BHC renting from 
him. He said that he 
has not seen any signs 
of his tenants leav-
ing and they have not 
given him any notice.

“Yes the place (BHC) 
is closing but my ten-
ants have not said 
anything about leav-
ing. Even if they go, I 
can find someone else 
because people are 
always looking for a 
place to rent,” he said.

“I will lose some 
money if I don’t get it 
rented right away. But 
what can I do?”

The man said that his 
tenants are not bonded 
by a lease and they pay 
as they go.

“Sometimes the peo-
ple come and they 
just want to stay six 
weeks, some longer. 

So I don’t make them 
sign any yearly rental 
agreement. These two 
that are here now have 
been with me for over 
a year and I have never 
had a problem with 
them,” he said.

Another landlord of 
Tyson’s guest house 
in Cotton Ground 
noted that unlike most 
his agreements are 
monthly. He added 
that currently he has a 
number of BHC work-
ers at his apartment but 
as to date they had not 
notified him of their 
moving or leaving the 
island.

“We will have to see 
what happens but they 
did not say anything to 
me yet. They can find 
another job on the is-
land. But if they have 
to go, they have to go,” 
he said. 

The Observer contact-
ed the management of 
BHC on Tuesday who 
said that it “was a diffi-
cult but necessary busi-
ness decision based on 
the changing needs 
of our customers. We 

want to thank all of 
the employees for 
their dedication over 
the past 10 years, and 
we will be providing 
them with severance 
packages in recogni-
tion of their contribu-
tions to the company.

“We are also work-
ing closely with the 
government to find a 
suitable tenant for the 
Brownhill location 
but we don’t have any 
announcements to 
make right now.”

Meanwhile Premier of 
Nevis Mark Brantley 
has said that BHC has 
committed gratuity 
payments for persons 
who have worked 
for the company for 
one to 10 years. He 
said that employees 
should be paid those 
payments before the 
end of September 
2019.

Brantley also noted 
that the property 
which houses BHC 
will be handed over 
to the government.

“My administration 

has also secured 
a commitment 
from the manage-
ment of Brown Hill 
Communication that 
all the computers and 
telecommunication 
infrastructure at the 

centre will remain in-
tact and handed over 
to the administra-
tion,” he said.

“This is significant 
because it will enable 
the administration to 

immediately work to 
identify a replace-
ment call centre op-
erator or a business 
entity of a similar 
nature for the Brown 
Hill facility”.`

Brownhill Communications is set to close its doors in less than three weeks
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Prison Offi  cers Receive Training at 
Dodds Correctional Facility in Barbados

A group of senior and junior 
prison offi  cers, headed by 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Corrections, Denzil Harris, 
is currently in Barbados 
participating in a two-week 
training course at the Dodds 
Correctional Facility.

“This is an ongoing ini-
tiative to build the ca-
pacity of the staff  at Her 
Majesty’s Prison,” the 
new Commissioner of 
Corrections, Terrance 
James, said. “When I as-
sumed this post, I men-
tioned that training and 
education were priorities 
for me, so I welcome the 
assistance of the Embassy 
and the Government in this 
area. As we are aware, the 
Government has plans to 
construct a new corrections 
facility in the future, and we 
are preparing our staff  for 
now and later.” 

The initiative is 

jointly sponsored by the 
U.S. Embassy in Barbados 
and the government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

To date, 40 offi  cers have at-
tended the training exercise, 
including those currently in 
Barbados. 

The Embassy has commit-
ted to ensuring the remain-
der of the staff  completes 
the course, James said.

The course, which runs 
from Aug. 6-17, covers 
topics such as processing 
prisoners, managing human 
resources, the rehabilitation 
of inmates through social 
programmes and provid-
ing medical assistance to 
inmates. 

At the end of the train-
ing, the offi  cers will also 
be certifi ed Correctional 
Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) members.

St. Kitts and Nevis prison offi  cers receive training in Barbados



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday August 16th, 2019 LOCAL NEWSPage:4

EDITORIAL

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis

POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.

Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907

Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891

Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Failures beyond 
the boundary

Pick an industry, any industry. Assign all the necessary resources and set 
your workers for a certain amount of produce per unit of time.  Set the 
target based on international norms and on the output that you see similar 
projects attain.  If, at the end of the time, your unit has produced far less than 
requested, what would you do?

Three times the West Indies Cricket team faced England in a 20 over match. 
That is 120 balls, plus wides and no balls. We were competitive in the first 
game, posting 160 runs, but England overcame us with 7 legal balls to spare.  
In the second encounter, we were asked to score 183 runs; we made 45 and 
wasted 49 of the 120 balls on offer.  That is to say, we produced less than 
25% of what we were asked to do.  For the final encounter, we left 42 balls 
unused and made a mere 72 runs, less than a run per ball bowled.  England 
hardly broke a sweat in beating us again.

The performance of our team in the calypso version of the game is hard to 
understand given that we were competitive in the test series, winning that 
series 2 games to 1 and scoring a total of 1433 runs to England’s 1280 while 
taking 55 of England’s wicket while losing only 46 of ours.  Similarly, in 
the ODI’s the series ended tied at 2 games each, with a 5 run overall margin 
separating the two teams, and with England yielding 30 wickets to our 37. 
So what went wrong in the T20 series?

If this was your business what would you do?  We certainly would seriously 
consider docking of salary and perhaps termination. Why then do we toler-
ate such poor performance without retribution from our West Indies Cricket 
– from administrators to players? Where is the outrage from any of them? 

We have analysed the game differently to the normal in order to make our 
point.  We accept that some staff (cricketers) seem to see cricket as a just 
a game and not necessarily as a profession.  We know that there is a lot of 
arrogance and ignorance and political plays in the administration – and now 
apparently in the execution of the game. But if we really accept that this 
game goes way beyond the boundary, then we really need to do something 
radical about the whole process, from administration to execution.

Sadly, the erratic performances, low productivity, high levels of absentee-
ism and a sense of entitlement have already transcended the cricket field 
and has entered into the psyche of West Indian people. It is practiced from 
the corridors of government to the janitorial staff. 

What happened in St Kitts was embarrassing but seems to have become a 
way of life. The days when  failure was not an option are long gone.   

Is a resurgence of the good old possible?
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Author: Independence 36 Theme 
Reflects Current Climate 

St. Kitts and Nevis 
will celebrate its 
36th Anniversary of 
Independence under 
the theme “Unify, 
Transform, Enrich: 
Uplifting Communities 
for Independence 36” 
— a fitting descrip-
tion of the current state 
of affairs in the twin-
island Federation, in the 
opinion of the theme’s 
author, Trevis Belle, a 
national currently study-
ing in the United States. 

Mr. Belle penned the 
theme by entering the 
Independence Theme 
Competition launched 
in early June 2019 to all 
citizens.

“When I first saw that 
entries were open for the 
Independence 36 theme 
competition, I imme-
diately jumped at the 

opportunity to think of 
something. After seeing 
what the criteria stated 
that the theme ‘should 
reflect the country’s his-
tory, its current realities 
and something common 
that all citizens should 
aspire for,’ words just 
began popping into my 
head,” said Belle.

“The theme comple-
ments what is happen-
ing currently within the 
Federation, individuals 
from different com-
munities are work-
ing together to create 
a more harmonious 
and positive environ-
ment,” said Belle, who 
brainstormed the idea 
in about thirty minutes, 
jotting down keywords 
that met the criteria. 
Before leaving to attend 
college in 2016, Belle, 
he launched a non-profit 

organization called 
MADE (Making A 
Difference Everywhere) 
in 2014 that encouraged 
volunteerism among 
youth. This and other 
efforts earned him a 
25 Most Remarkable 
Teens Award in St. 
Kitts and Nevis for 
Leadership in 2015.

He also earned a 
Queen’s Young Leader 
Award in 2016. 
The Queen’s Young 
Leaders Award rec-
ognizes exceptional 
people aged 18-29 
from Commonwealth 
countries who are lead-
ers in their respective 
communities and who 
help to transform lives.

St. Kitts and Nevis 
will commemorate its 
Independence Day on 
Thursday, Sept. 19.

Trevis Belle penned the Independence 36 theme. Photo courtesy Trevis Belle
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Community Engagement Remains 
a Key Pillar in Police Training

As the members of 
Course 43 prepare to 
put their training into 
practice following the 
Wednesday’s Passing 
Out Parade, Instructors 
have stressed enhanced 
community policing is 
a key component of the 
ongoing success of the 
Royal St. Christopher 

and Nevis Police Force 
in ensuring citizen se-
curity and safety. 

“During my open-
ing speech to the re-
cruits (in January), I 
mentioned that com-
munity policing will 
be one of our pillows 
that we will sleep on 

during the training,” 
recalled Inspector 
Eldrin Dickenson, 
the Commandant of 
the Police Training 
School.

The community-
focused initiative is 
based on fi ve key ele-
ments: Community 

mapping to identify 
policing risk; Increased 
visibility and famil-
iarity of police offi  -
cers; Problem-solving 
with the community 
to identify priorities; 
Eff ective and inclu-
sive communication 
with the community; 
and Off ering diversion 

and educational pro-
grammes. Recruits 
were divided into 
teams, and with assis-
tance from instructors, 
mapped out assigned 
areas within proximity 
of the training school.

“We had at least four 
areas covered where 
they went out with 
their instructors, [and] 
got an opportunity to 
speak to the persons 
living there ... and 
they got the feeling as 
to what it is to actually 
be a part of communi-
ty policing,” Inspector 
Dickenson said. 

“Now with all of this 
being done when they 
would have graduated 
on Aug. 14, and they 
are placed whether 
in Basseterre or an 
outstation, they will 
understand what 
it is to go around 

participating in com-
munity policing.”

The commandant of 
the Police Training 
School highlighted the 
value of community 
policing to the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force.

“It’s basically to in-
crease the confi dence 
in police and (com-
munity) safety; reduce 
victimisation; im-
prove public support 
and trust in the police; 
reduce crime and an-
tisocial behaviour; 
improve community 
cohesion; increase in 
the community well-
ness and cooperation 
with the police, and fi -
nally to provide com-
munity intelligence 
resulting in posi-
tive police results,” 
Inspector Dickenson 
said.

Inspector Eldrin Dickenson, the Commandant of the 
Police Training School
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Gangs hand 
over 30 guns

By Loshaun Dixon

Continuing with their 
initiative of peace, 
gang members in St. 
Kitts and Nevis handed 
over 30 illegal fi rearms 
to the police via an un-
disclosed third party.

Police unveiled the 30 
fi rearms at a press con-
ference with the media 
held on Tuesday.

Acting Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy 
Brandy said that since 
February gang mem-
bers in the Federation 
has been part of a 
peace initiative in 
which there have been 
several signifi cant 
outcomes.

“Today is another im-
portant development 
with this initiative. 

These members have 
decided that they 
further want to dem-
onstrate their level 
of seriousness to the 
peace eff ort by reliev-
ing themselves of their 
weapons”

He said working with a 
third party, the former 
gang members turned 
in the fi rearms and that 
to date the police have 
received 30 fi rearms 
and 73 rounds of as-
sorted ammunition.

“Such an exercise has 
never happened in the 
history of the police 
force in our country. 
These weapons will 
undergo a process and 
will subsequently be 
destroyed.” 

When combined with 
the 13 fi rearms that 
the police have already 

taken into custody this 
year there now have 
a total of 43 fi rearms 
that have been recov-
ered from the streets in 
the Federation. 

“I urge everyone else 
with illegal fi rearms 
in their possession to 
hand over their fi re-
arms to the police im-
mediately,” Brandy 
said.

He said that the results 
of the peace initiative 
had been positive.

“An examination of 
the period January 1 
to August 12 over the 
past three years show 
a steady decline in 
nonfatal shootings and 
robberies. Where ho-
micides are concerned 
there was one incident 
in 2018 over 2017 
however, the decline 

has been more notice-
able over the past nine 
months.”

He said to date there 
has been a 25% re-
duction in homicides 
with the last gang-
related killing believed 
to have occurred in 
February. There were 
16 homicides for the 
same period in 2018 
while in 2019 there are 
12.

Brandy added that 
nonfatal shootings had 
decreased 30% while 
there has been a reduc-
tion of 337 reported 
crimes for this period 
compared to last year’s 
decline of 28%.

Brandy noted however 
that robberies are still 
a concern with only a 
seven percent decline 
in this area.

“There is no single 
solution or quick fi x 
to address crime, the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
therefore will continue 
to utilise several ap-
proaches and will work 
tirelessly to maintain 
the peace.

“We only ask that each 
individual play a role 
in getting us where we 
would like to be. If you 
see something, still say 
something and work 
with us for the good of 
the country,” Brandy 
said.

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris com-
mended eff orts by law 

enforcement in main-
taining the peace and 
quiet in the country 
and for keeping the 
people safe. 

“The Cabinet com-
mended the police 
on this major break-
through. The interme-
diary that facilitated 
this historic develop-
ment have done yeo-
man service to our 
beloved country.”

The prime minister 
noted that it was in-
structive that the gang 
members volunteered 
to give up their weap-
ons as a sign to a com-
mitment to enduring 
peace.

“In my view this is a 
very positive move 
and we are encouraged 
to invite not just gang 
members but anyone 
who have illegal weap-
ons in their possession 
to hand them over to 
the police.

“Every illegal fi rearm 
recovered by our law 
enforcement offi  cers 
represents one less 
dangerous weapons 
available to injure and 
kill our people.”

He said the 43 guns 
represent a signifi cant 
number and is the larg-
est number of fi rearms 
ever recouped by the 
police for the compar-
ative period. 

“They represent a 
signifi cant removal 
of weapons which 
could have been used 

to injure harm and 
kill our citizens and 
residents.”

Harris said his admin-
istration believes that 
loss of one life is one 
life too many and re-
mains committed to 
do all that they can to 
end gang related homi-
cides which have been 
the principal cause of 
violent deaths in the 
Federation.

“The culture that pro-
vides the fertile ground 
for gang development 
will take some time to 
be eff ectively warded 
for the better. Our 
country is too small, 
too limited in its man 
powered resources to 
lose persons particu-
larly the young in the 
prime of their lives to 
gang related violence.”

He noted some of the 
areas his administra-
tion had been aiding in 
national security, cit-
ing increased budget 
for law enforcement.

“We increased the na-
tional security budget 
allocations to an all 
time high. The high-
est ever allocation was 
made for 2019 at $80.4 
million, a record of 
support to law enforce-
ment is the best ever.”

A s s i s t a n t 
Commissioner of 
Police Mccarter 
Browne noted that any 
fi rearm whether hand-
ed in or confi scated 
goes through a “police 
process”.

Weapons on display at a police press conference this week touting the handing over of 
30 fi rearms believed to be from former gang members.
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King Hollywood: “I represented 
Nevis...but I felt bias”

By Monique Washington 

The reigning 
Culturama Senior 
Calypso King, King 
Hollywood recently 
represented the island 
in the 23rd edition of 
the  Leeward Island 
Calypso Competition 
well, but felt that the 
competition might 
have been biased 
against him.

Hollywood was 
crowned Culturama 
Senior King, after he 
dethroned King Dis 
and Dat. 

He left the island last 
Thursday in prepara-
tion for the Leeward 
Island show that was 
held on August 10. 
Eight islands compet-
ed in the competition: 

Antigua, Anguilla, 
British Virgin Islands, 
St Martin, St. Thomas, 
St Kitts,  Monserrat 
and Nevis coming 
up against reign-
ing Monarch Queen 

Thalia.

At the end of the com-
petition, Queen Roxy 
of Anguilla gained 
the crown, fi rst runner 
up was De Bear from 

Antigua while St. Kitts’ 
Miss Independent cap-
tured the second run-
ner up position. 

Speaking with 
The Observer 

on Wednesday, 
Hollywood said that 
it was his third time 
representing Nevis in 
the Leeward Island 
calypso competition 
and each experience has 
been diff erent.

“This time around I 
must say it was a keen 
competition, every 
Calypsonian came out 
punching. The All-Star 
band was a fi ve-star 
band, the background 
vocals however need to 
show consistency in do-
ing they job,” he said.

He said that he felt that 
he represented Nevis 
well but he felt there was 
bias in the competition.

“The feedback I re-
ceived from the 
competition from fel-
low Calypsonians 

and people who I en-
countered, sang high 
praise. Some even 
thought I should have 
been in the top three 
but that wasn’t the case. 
I felt some sort of bias-
ness in the competition 
on a whole and if I ever 
go back to Anguilla to 
represent Nevis on that 
stage, I will address it 
in song. 

The song might be 
named “stone me if you 
wish”,” he said.

The King asserted that 
if the “competition 
wants to live on, there 
must be a level play-
ing fi eld, not only for 
few countries specially 
Anguilla because there 
always a spot in the top 
three for Anguillians, 
obviously that’s 
biasness.”

Reigning Culturama Senior Calypso King, King Hollywood
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Endangered turtle taken from 
Cades Bay by poachers

By Monique Washington 

A critically endan-
gered nesting turtle 
about to lay her eggs 
on Cades Bay has 
been stolen by poach-
ers along with all the 
eggs at a nesting site, 
the Nevis Turtle Group 
said on Monday.

Founder of the Nevis 
Turtle Group Lemuel 
Pemberton said the tur-
tle was removed from 
the beach on August 

9 and  the eggs stolen 
in the early hours of 
Monday morning.

“These turtles are 
critically endangered. 
They are on Appendix 
2 of the Convention 
on International 
Trade in Endangered 
Species and on the 
International Union 
for the Conservation 
of Nature list,” 
Pemberton said.

Pemberton said that 
while some persons 

are aware of the im-
portance of protecting 
turtles, others may not 
be.

“However, there are 
those that know and do 
not care.”

Pemberton urged per-
sons to help in bring-
ing the perpetrator to 
justice and calling the 
police or relevant au-
thorities if they have 
any information.  

Pemberton said that 

there are stiff fines for 
those who are found 
with any sea turtle.

“The penalty is 
$5000.  If you are 
found in possession of 
turtle meat, eggs or the 
turtle itself  the penalty 
will apply. It matters 
not if you were the one 
to steal meat, eggs or 
the turtle,” he said.

The Nevis Turtle 
Group consists of vol-
unteers. The group 
monitors the nesting 

beaches on Nevis at 
night and early morn-
ings and collect in-
formation about the 
nesting and movement 
of Nevis’ sea turtles. 
Native turtles are the 
loggerhead, hawksbill 
and the Green turtle.

Pemberton said that 
they were concerned 
that the poached tur-
tle might have been 
one of the two fe-
male hawksbill sea 
turtles “Spongie” and 
“Patches” that were 

recently outfitted with 
satellite transmit-
ters. The turtles were 
tagged on the stretch 
of beach between 
Cades Bay and Cotton 
Ground   and entered 
into the Tour de Turtle 
race hosted by the Sea 
Turtle Conservancy. 
The Tour de Turtles 
competitors are tracked 
to see which one will 
swim the furthest dis-
tance during the mi-
gration marathon. 

The beach where the poached turtle was dragged from. Drag marks can be seen in the sand.

Director of Agriculture: Bayticol in Stock
Bayticol, a ready to use pour-on 
solution used for the treatment and 
control of biting lice, sucking lice, 
ticks and mange in cattle, has now 
been restocked, Director in the 
Department of Agriculture, Melvin 
James, said. 

With the regular supplier unable to 
deliver, James said the Department 
of Agriculture has been able to 
bring an emergency shipment out 
of France.

The Director of Agriculture ex-
plained the product is rare and, as a 
result, comes with a high price tag. 
The additional cost to fly a supply 
in from France will incur a price 
increase, but James said the depart-
ment will subsidize the cost to ease 

the burden on farmers.

“We understand the difficulties and 
the trauma that our farmers have 
been enduring and so we are go-
ing to subsidize it to the best of our 
ability, and it will be on sale at $150 
dollars,” he said.

Only farmers with a farmers ID will 
be able to purchase the product at 
the $150 price point — those with-
out would have to purchase it for 
$200.

James thanked farmers for their 
patience, saying “we want to iden-
tify with them with the losses that 
they’ve had, and we do hope that 
going forward, we would be able to 
arrest this kind of problem.”
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENTVacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Miranda Enterprises
Seeking five(5) per-
sons for tilesing . 
Contact 663-7096

Vacancy

Need Cleaner
Contact: 764-7900

Vacancy

Sam’s Carpentry 
is seeking a car-
penter must have 3 
years experience 
contact- 6636245

Vacancy
Night Home care per-
sonal  Assistant needed
Responsibilities
Hygiene Assistance, 
Laundry, Light 
housekeeping, Meal 
Preparations
Contact: 469-2504

Vacancy

One (1) Cook, One 
(1) Baker and One 
(1) Pastry Chef .
Must Have at least 
2 years experience. 
For more informa-
tion Please contact 
The Guyanese Bakery 
at 469-2226. 

Vacancy

Mihir Enterprises: 
Fort Street Basseterre 
Opposite big sale store 
contact 6611797 
Vacancy  for a sales 
Representative.

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms, 
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy
H & H
One Sales Clerk
Contact: 660-9790

Vacancy
One Sales Person
Juana Boutique
Contact: 665-6682

Vacancy

Diamond Bar

Needs a Salesperson

Contact: 660-5569

Vacancy

Zoe Sensational Life

Occupational 
Physio Therapist

Naturopathic Doctor & 
Organic Pastry Baker

Contact:660-3647

Vacancy

Proper cut land-
scaping is seeking 
one(1) landscaping

664-0802

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

Survival Bar
Needs one Bartender
Contact : 668-8525

Vacancy

Pal’s Bar & Snackette 
is seeking a bartender
669-8017

Vacancy

Wesk Limited
Seeking One 
Deck Hand
Contact : 663-4167

Vacancy

Indie Yogo St.Kitts 
seeking certified 
yogo instructor and 
personal  trainer 
6605075

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Felicity Sewing Shop 
is looking for an as-
sistant if interested
Contact # 765-4551
Email: felicitisewing-
shop@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Total Power equipment 
is looking for a cleaner
662-8161

Vacancy

Gardner please call 
Marcia Wilson
1 201 290 8888

SPIRITUALITY

Specilize in all types 

of spiritual works- sickness

Removing of evils-Blockages 

Clearances- Success-

Prosperity

Reading- ECT-

 Contact - + 15926305590 or 

Whatsapp - +15926305590.

Vacancy

Indie Yogo St.Kitts 
seeking certified 
yogo instructor and 
personal  trainer 
6605075

Vacancy

Jamaican Bakery
Needs Bakery Assistant
Contact # 660-6196

Vacancy

Anthony Construstion 
seeking a housekeep
6692262

For Rent

Colquhoun’s 
Project Nevis
869-661-2105

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy

Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers is seeking a 
watch horologist must 
have 5 years experi-
ence and watch horol-
ogy training. 465-2030

Vacancy 

Effy Jewelers is look-
ing for a jeweler and 
sales person with 
atleast 2 years expe-
rience, contact nick 
4654358

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I,  Play Boy Pizza Shack

At PARADISE ESTATE    in 
the Parish St.Thomas’ do 
hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on 27thDay of August ,2019  
next to the District Magistrate

At Charlestown for a  Liquor Licence 
in respect of my Premises in Paradise 
Estate in St Thomas’ Parish, Nevis

Dated this 18th day of July 2019.

Signed: NHicks

JOB OPPORTUNITY AT

BROOKES HAULAGE & 
QUICK DELIVERY

We are seeking an Heavy 
Equipment Operator

Must have over 3 
years experience

Please call 869.662.8765 
MR Brookes (Owner)

or 869.469.2744(Office)

Vacancy 

Price Busters is seeking 
Store Manager  for Retail 
Store At Port Zante
Must have 3 years retail sales 
& purchase experience, and 
must have managed a retail 
store for atleast 2 years.
Must be honest, reliable, 
and trust worthy and have a 
high degree of integrity.
Excellent communication 
and Listening skills, as well 
full computer knowledge.
Email your resume at 
NKHUBCHANDI81@
GMAIL.COM

Vacancy 

Times Square Jewels 
and Time is seeking 
Certified GEMOLOGIST 
from Gemological Institute.
3 years sales experience
Must be honest, reliable 
and trust worthy and have a 
high degree of integrity.

Excellent communication 
and listening skills, as well as 
full computer knowledge.

Email your resume at 
NKHUBCHANDANI81@
GMAIL.COM .

Vacancy 

KALI MATA INC
DBA Sharky’s is seeking two store 
supervisors

3 years experience 

Must be flexible with timing
Spanish speaking is an asset

Contact- 
HARKSHSADARANGANI@
YAHOO.COM

Vacancy 

Sun & Sand  is seeking a store 
supervisor 

3 years experience 

Must be flexible with timing
Spanish speaking is an asset

Contact- AMIRULALAM2@
HOTMAIL.COM

Vacancy

COCOLOSPM
One sales person
Contact: 6679122

Vacancy

Sales Representitive: 
Working 9:00am-
5:00pm must be able 
to work on sundays 
when ship is in port

Apply to: I love 
St.kitts Bldg 5 
store 101 port zante 
basseterre st.kitts

Email: 
SKBinfo@yahoo.com
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Ministries and 
Departments of 

Labour collaborate to 
safeguard workers’ 

rights Brown Hill 
Communications 

closure
The Ministries and Departments of 
Labour in both St. Kitts and Nevis will 
collaborate to protect the rights of the 
Brown Hill Communications workers 
who will be made redundant Sept. 3, 
assuring they will receive their sever-
ance payments early in October, the 
Ministry of Labour, Social Security 
and Ecclesiastical Aff airs announced 
Thursday. 

The severance payments, aimed at 
cushioning workers against fi nancial 
hardship and to soften the blow of 
the workers’ involuntary termination, 
will be made in accordance with the 

legislative safeguards penned in the 
Protection of Employment Act. This 
will see the compensation of the work-
ers for their years of service and help 
to supplement their compensation 
from Brown Hill Communications. 

Both Departments of Labour pledged 
to collaborate to ensure that no un-
resolved labour matters remain 
outstanding after the closure of the 
company. The Department of Labour 
will send a technical team to Brown 
Hill Communications to discuss fi nal 
arrangements for closure with respect 
to the workers.
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Pass rate for CSEC and CAPE above 
80% maths still a worry

By Loshaun Dixon

The National Pass rate 
for the major Caribbean 
Examination Councils 
(CXC) exams are 
above 80% for 
both the Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency 
E x a m i n a t i o n 
(CAPE) and the 
Caribbean Secondary 
Education Certificate 
(CSEC) based on the 
preliminary exam re-
sults but math numbers 
are sub par.

This week high school 
and college students 
learned the fate of their 
exam results. Students 
who sat CAPE exams 
were given online ac-
cess to their exam 
results while CSEC 
learned of their results 
on Thursday.

On Thursday, Minister 
of Education Shawn 
Richards gave an over-
view of preliminary 
exam results.

“We are certain to have 
quite a few smiles on 
faces today based on 
what we have seen to 
date.”

Breaking down the 
CSEC results that are 
mostly sat by individu-
als who are leaving 
high school, Richards 
announced that within 
the federation 1661 
students wrote 5339 
subjects.

Of that amount, 354 
sat exams in Nevis and 
1307 sat in St. Kitts. 
Of the students 752 
were public school 
candidates and 909 
were private.

He said of the 5339 
subject entrees, 4271 
were school candidates 
and 1068

from private. 
Acceptable grades 
returned (grades 1 
to 3) were 4291 of 
that amount schools 

returned 3565 and 726 
for private for a na-
tional pass rate of

80.37%.

He added that 21 of the 
22 subjects returned 
acceptable grades of 
81% or higher with 
14 of those subjects 
returning acceptable 
grades of 92 to 100%.

Last year saw the intro-
duction of the school 
Based Assessment 
(SBA) component for 
the first time in English 
(A), English (B) and 
mathematics.

Nationally mathemat-
ics had 401 passes 
out of 805 entries for 
a pass rate of 51.06%. 
English A had 607 
passes out of 757 ex-
ams for a national pass 
rate of 84.15% while 
English B returning 
acceptable grades of 
61 out of 71 acceptable 
grades for national 

pass rate of 85.12%.

Richards said “There 
has been a significant 
decline in Mathematics 
which returned in 
schools 216 accept-
able grades out 434 for 
49.77% compared to 
65.40% last year.”

He added that pri-
vate candidates re-
turned 53.42% for 
mathematics.

Richards highlighted 
the performance of 
schools and private 
centres noting that 
the Basseterre High 
school returned 516 
acceptable grades out 
of 611, while Cayon 
High school had 352 
out of 421. 

Charles E Mills 
Secondary School 
returned 450 pass-
ing grades out of 
498, Charlestown 
Secondary 466 out of 
561 while Gingerland 

Secondary School 
295 out of 333.

I m m a c u l a t e 
Conception Catholic 
schools had 146 pass-
es out of 175, while the 
Nevis International 
Secondary School 
had 44 out of 53. 
Saddlers Secondary 
School has 210 out of 
251 while Verchilds 
High Schools re-
turned 329 out of 
435. Washington 
Archibald returned 
747 out of 933.

St. Kitts Private 
returned 472 out 
of 707 while the 
New Horizon 
Rehabilitation Centre 
returned 3 out of 3. 
Nevis Private re-
turned 192 out of 269. 
Her Majesties Prison 
returned 8 out of 12.

The Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College 
(CFBC) Adult and 
Continuing Education 

had 51 out of 77.

CAPE results

Addressing the CAPE 
results mainly sat 
by CFBC and Nevis 
sixth form students: 
496 candidates sat, 
of that amount 145 
wrote exams in Nevis 
and 351 in St. Kitts. 
461 were college can-
didates and 35 were 
private.

Of the 1944 exams, 
1840 were from stu-
dents in colleges and 
the remaining 104 
from private candi-
dates. Acceptable 
grade returned 
(grades 1 to 5) were 
1652.

The colleges returned 
1568 and 84 from pri-
vate candidate for a 
national pass rate of 
84.98%.

Of the 50 CAPE Units 
attempted 22 units 
returned acceptable 
grades of 100% with 
an additional 18 units 
returning acceptable 
grades between 82% 
and 99%.

Caribbean Studies 
returned 204 passes 
out of 205 for 95.57% 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Studies 215 pass-
es out of 248 for 
88.48%. Integrated 
Mathematics had 148 
out of 237 for 58.23%

CFBC Art Sciences 
and General division 
had 1069 acceptable 
grades out of 1257 
while the Nevis Sixth 
Form College 499 
out of 583. CFBC 
Adult and Continuing 
Education Division 
67 out of 79.

Nevis Private had 4 
passes out of 6 while 
Her Majesties Prison 
had 13 out of 19.

Richards said “I 
cannot underscore 
enough that the 

overview provided is 
based on preliminary 
results.”

He noted that they are 
still awaiting EDPM 
results and theatre arts 
for the Basseterre High 
School.

Richards added that 
they want to shift focus 
on the numbers and pay 
more attention to the 
chance given the young 
people in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“We are also endeav-
ouring to shift the focus 
from percentages and 
place the focus on what 
it should be which is 
ensuring our nation’s 
youth are prepared ad-
equately and given the 
opportunity to write 
as many subjects as 
possible.” 

Addressing the low pass 
rate for Math Richards 
said that several factors 
needed to be looked at.

“Having recognition a 
decreased in the pass 
rate this year of course 
we are going to look at 
several different fac-
tors. We are going to 
look to see if it was a 
trend through the region 
because that in itself 
would indicate perhaps 
the exam was a little bit 
more difficult than last 
year or last years.” 

He also highlighted 
what is done to address 
subject areas with low 
pass rates.

“Generally when we 
are not satisfied with a 
particular pass rate we 
some time seek assis-
tance from CXC to send 
someone to have ses-
sions with the teachers 
to that particular subject 
to see how we can im-
prove delivery of that 
subject.”

The official results 
would be available 
to students later this 
month.

Minister of Education Shawn Richards
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Canadian Officials to Conduct 
Biometric Processing for Visas 

in the Federation This Month 
Canadian officials will 
be in the Federation 
during the week of the 
of Aug. 26 to carry out 
biometric processing 
for persons wishing to 
obtain visas to travel to 
Canada, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 
announced. 

 “I am pleased that 
through our diligent 
efforts, St. Kitts and 
Nevis has made sig-
nificant progress on 
the diplomatic front. 
Canada has agreed to 
send a team here to col-
lect biometrics for all 
wishing to get visas to 
travel to Canada rather 
than requiring persons 
to travel to Barbados 
or Trinidad,” Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, the 
Hon. Mark Brantley, 
said. 

“I place on record my 
congratulations to 
High Commissioner 
Sherry Tross and her 

team for their work on 
this.” 

Nationals and residents 
are reminded that na-
tionals from countries 
in the Americas, in-
cluding the Caribbean, 
must provide biomet-
ric information (fin-
gerprints and a photo) 
when applying for a 
Canadian visitor visa, 
study, work or tem-
porary residence per-
mit or for permanent 
residence, the ministry 
said. 

Since Canada intro-
duced biometrics 
collection as part 
of its travel secu-
rity framework, the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, through its 
High Commission 
in Canada, has been 
working with the 
Government of Canada 
to devise ways to ease 
this process for nation-
als of St. Kitts and 

Nevis. The decision to 
carry out a biometrics 
collection program in 
the Federation is a re-
sult of those bilateral 
discussions.

Nationals who may be 
planning to travel to 
Canada for study, busi-
ness, tourism, fam-
ily reunions, or other 

reasons are urged to 
complete their on-
line visa application 
as soon as possible in 
order to take advan-
tage of this opportu-
nity. Those individuals 
include:

1. Nationals of 
biometric-required 
countries residing in 

the Federation,  

2. Nationals and resi-
dents who anticipate 
travel to Canada, 

3. Persons who have 
already applied either 
online or by mail 
for a visa, work or 

study permit or for 
permanent residence.

All applicants are re-
quired to bring their 
Biometrics Instruction 
letter with them in order 
to have their biometrics 
taken. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs will keep 
the public apprised of any 
additional information. 

Nationals of St. Kitts-Nevis Travelling to 
Mexico Can Now Enjoy Special Access

Mexico has deepened its 
relations with St. Kitts and 
Nevis by offering special 
arrangements to nation-
als travelling to the Latin 
American country a com-
munique from the Embassy 
of Mexico in Castries, Saint 
Lucia, announced.

Nationals from Saint Kitts 
and Nevis travelling to 
Mexico for tourism, busi-
ness or in transit to another 
destination do not require 
a Mexican visa as long as 
they have a valid visa or 
permanent residency of 
the following countries: 
Canada, Japan, United 
Kingdom, United States of 
America, or countries com-
prising the Schengen area.  
Those outside of those areas 

will require a visa to enter 
Mexico.

Additionally, visitors who 
travel on cruise ships that 
disembark at any Mexican 
port to visit the port and sur-
rounding zones and return 

to the same ship to continue 
their voyage, do not require 
a visa. 

Collective permission is 
granted under the category 
of “visitor without permis-
sion to conduct remunerated 

activities” for a period of 21 
calendar days.

While Mexican authorities 
do not require a minimum 
period of validity of pass-
ports, travellers must ensure 
that their travel document is 

valid at the time of entry and 
during their stay in Mexico.

St. Kitts and Nevis and 
Mexico established dip-
lomatic relations some 29 
years ago on July 31, 1990.

Flags of St. Kitts-Nevis and Mexico
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Government Conducts Pre-
Assessment Training

The government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis organized a three-
day Pre-Assessment Training 
Workshop July 23–25 in prepa-
ration for the assessment of the 
Federation for next year’s Fourth 
Round Mutual Evaluation by 
the Caribbean Financial Action 
Task Force (CFATF) .

Following opening remarks 
by the Honourable Attorney 
General, Mr. Vincent Byron 
Jr., the workshop began with a 
two-day session for representa-
tives of the various public sector 
agencies.

The attendees included key 
Senior Officials including 
Mrs. Hilary Hazel, Financial 
Secretary, Mrs. Sylvia Gumbs, 
Deputy Financial Secretary, 
Mrs. Jacqueline Somersall-
Berry, Director, Financial 
Intelligence Unit (FIU) and Mr. 
Kennedy DeSilva, Comptroller, 
St. Kitts and Nevis Customs and 
Excise Department.

The sessions were conducted 
by CFATF Experts: Mr. Roger 
Hernandez, Financial Advisor 
and Mr. Pedro Harry, Law 
Enforcement Advisor.

The participants were apprised 
of key aspects of the Mutual 
Evaluation Process to ensure 

compliance with the Financial 
Action Task Force’s (FATF’s) 
recommendations. The third 
day of training focused on key 
stakeholders from the private 
sector who would also be inte-
gral to the Mutual Evaluation 
process.

St. Kitts and Nevis is a member 
of the CFATF, which requires 
a mutual evaluation to be con-
ducted to determine compliance 
with the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) recommendations 
on combating money launder-
ing, the financing of terrorism 
and proliferation financing. The 
FATF is an intergovernmental 
organization founded in 1989 
on the initiative ofthe G7 to de-
velop policies to combat money 
laundering. In 2001, the man-
date of the FATFexpanded to 
include terrorism financing.

It monitors progress 
in implementing the 
FATFrecommendations through 
“peer reviews” of member 
countries. The FATF’s recom-
mendations also form a com-
ponent of the requirements of 
the Organisation of Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD). These requirements 
are used by the OECD to assess 
overall compliance of a member 

country.

The Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis was last evaluated by 
the CFATF in 2008 during the 
Third Round Mutual Evaluation 
Process. Based on the deficien-
cies identified at that time, 
legislative changes have been 
made to rectify and address the 
relevant matters. The Fourth 
Round of Mutual Evaluations 
commenced in 2014.

A key component of the Fourth 
Round Mutual Evaluation is 
to determine a country’s ef-
fectiveness in implementing 
the requirements of the FATF 
recommendations. 

The Federation has begun 
preparations for this process 
by conducting a National Risk 
Assessment (NRA) to iden-
tify vulnerable areas within 
the Anti-Money Laundering/
Countering the Financing of 
Terrorism (AML/CFT) Regime 
and developing an action plan 
to rectify any deficiencies. This 
process should be completed by 
the last quarter of 2019.

St. Kitts and Nevis continues 
to strengthen its AML/CFT 
Regime to be compliant with 
international standards.

Private sector participants
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Expert: Crime 
Prevention 
Strategies 

Can Become 
Blueprint 

for Region
Dr. Sharon Gopaul-
McNicol, a Clinical and 
Forensic Psychologist 
with over 30 years of 
experience, believes 
the government’s 
multi-cultural/multi-
modal/multi-systems 
grassroots model 
structure for encour-
aging and assisting 
gang members to exit 
gangs has the poten-
tial to be the blueprint 
for crime prevention 

programmes across the 
Caribbean.

Those remarks came 
while speaking at 
a press conference 
hosted by the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force on 
Tuesday. Dr. Gopaul-
McNicol, now work-
ing with the Ministry 
of National Security 
on a pro bono basis to 
help build out of this 

programme, said over 
the last few decades 
the response to crime 
and violence has pri-
marily been a military 
approach.

“This is the fi rst time 
that a country in the 

region understood that 
we had to go beyond 
the military approach 
and embrace a multi-
modal/multi-systems 
[model], meaning 
many modes and many 
systems. You cannot 
address social condi-
tions that are driven by 
problems born within 
the communities with 
a military approach 
and hence this entire 
model was born,” she 
said.

Dr. Gopaul-McNicol 
said what makes the 
administration’s strat-
egy unique is that it 
is the fi rst time that a 
government commit-
ted to all the layers 
and levels necessary 
for success

“So, when the multi-
systems approach 

came, the fi rst thing 
that has to happen is 
that the government 
has to be committed 
and it requires the in-
volvement of various 
ministries within this 
administration and 
then the second thing 
is that the persons 
who are involved in 
the criminal activi-
ties…it’s important 
that these youngsters 
are able to trust the 
system that is asking 
them to change their 
lives, and [the gov-
ernment is] going to 
create alternative av-
enues for you to live 
outside of the criminal 
world,” she said.

Dr. Gopaul-McNicol 
said the recent turn-
over of illegal fi rearms 
to the police force 
by gang members 

through a third party 
is a clear indication 
that these individuals 
are in fact trusting the 
system being put in 
place to eradicate so-
cial ills.

The overarching goal 
of the multi-systems 
grassroots model is 
to build Community 
Teams in diff erent 
geographical areas 
around St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Each team con-
sists of community 
workers who are born 
and or reside within 
the communities and 
are familiar with the 
‘happenings’ in a 
particular commu-
nity, religious leaders, 
community leaders, 
youth leaders, com-
munity police offi  cers, 
and representatives of 
Political parties. 

Clinical and Forensic Psychologist, Dr. Sharon Gopaul-McNicol
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Kiddy Cricket programme camp opens
By Loshaun Dixon

Young bright-eyed 
boys and girls gathered 
at the Edgar Gilbert 
Sporting Complex 
on Monday for the 
opening of the 2019 
Scotiabank Kiddy 
Cricket Festival.

Technical develop-
ment officer of the 
Leeward Islands 
Cricket Board Percy 
Daniel said that crick-
et is deeply embedded 
in the culture of all 
West Indian society.

“In light of this, 
Cricket West Indies 
has provided a plat-
form for children 
who are interested in 
pursuing the game. 
This programme aims 
to gain and maintain 
and appreciation for 
cricket a game that is 
deeply rooted in our 
West Indian heritage.”

Daniel indicated 
that the Scotiabank-
sponsored kiddy 
cricket programme 
was introduced to St. 
Kitts and Nevis in 
2000.

“The relation to 
Scotiabank and the 
kiddy cricket pro-
gramme is not just 
the practical cricket 
aspect, but it also in-
cludes the training 
of teachers, provid-
ing of equipment 
and in collaboration 
with government and 
local associations, 

providing training 
and education to the 
benefit of students 
who are taking part 
in the kiddy cricket 
programme.”

Gordon Julian, gen-
eral manager of 
Scotiabank St. Kitts 
and Nevis, said that 
the bank is happy to 
be associated with 
the Kiddy Cricket 
Programme.. 

He said the reason 
why the relationship 
lasted this long was 
due to the importance 
the bank placed on 
youth development. 

“The importance of 
proper upbringing, 

the importance of 
balanced upbringing. 
You have taken time 
out of your summer 
holidays to be here, 
it means you under-
stand the importance 
of more than just aca-
demics, more than just 
video games in your 
development.”

Julian explained that 
through the Kiddy 
Cricket Programme 
over the last 20 years 
has had many suc-
cesses and there are 
now current players 
on the West Indies 
cricket team who 
came through the 
programme

“That is something 

we can all be proud 
of. Through initiation 
through the grass roots 
programme you can 
go on to  grassroots 
cricket and eventually 
represent your country 
in youth cricket and 
eventually aspire to 
become a West Indies 
player.”

He also encouraged 
the children to also 
target other aspects of 
cricket if they are un-
successful as players.

“More than just play-
ing cricket there are 
other aspects of crick-
et one can aspire to be 
involved in. Whether 
you choose to be a 
scorer, commentator, 

analyst, statistician 
or super fan there are 
many aspects you can 
aspire to.”

Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry 
Sports Tom Buchanan 
commended all the 
partners for continu-
ing to work collab-
oratively and provide 
this opportunity to the 
children. 

“This camp experi-
ence will enrich the 
life of the attendees by 
providing them with 
a community of car-
ing that would engage  
them dearly in per-
sonal lifestyle devel-
opment.” He said that 
the camp will develop 

the children with a life 
time of skills such as 
self-respect, respect 
for others and would 
also learn teamwork, 
the art of strategic plan-
ning and the value of 
hard work.

“These are the core val-
ues and policies that are 
essential for develop-
ment and long-term suc-
cess of young people.”

The week-long camp 
will end on Friday. 

The Scotiabank Kiddy 
Cricket has helped 
produced some of the 
leading cricketers in 
the Caribbean, includ-
ing Jason Holder and 
Kemar Roach.

Participants, coaches and sponsors pose at the opening of the Kiddy Cricket camp.
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Bananas  
Hamilton Estate 

Summer Hours 
We are Happy to let you know we will stay open throughout the Entire Summer 

Thursday 
Friday  

Saturday 

Lunch & Dinner  

Call 469  1891 

SKN Moves to reduce disease 
with health programme

By Loshaun Dixon

SKN Moves, a push 
to reduce the amount 
of non-communicable 
diseases (NCDs) in 
the Federation, was 
launched last week 
with an event in 
Independence Square 
and a morning walk.

The aim of SKN 
Moves is to increase 
education and health 
promotion in response 
to health challenges in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. It 
is part of a CARICOM 
programme that was 
initiated in Jamaica 
and was the brain-
child of that country’s 

minister of health Dr. 
Christopher Tufton. 

The event at 
Independence Square 
also saw the release 
of a jingle for the 
programme done by 
Rucase HE and a short 
cardio workout for 
the general public in 
which members of the 
federal cabinet also 
took part. 

Speaking at the launch 
ceremony for SKN 
Moves, Minister of 
Health Senator Wendy 
Phipps noted that 
NCDs were the lead-
ing cause of death in 
the Federation and 
something ought to be 

done to bring down 
that statistic. 

“We cannot continue 
with business as usual, 
that’s why we are con-
cerned about NCDs,” 
said Phipps.

Diabetes, kidney dis-
ease and hypertension 
are some of the lead-
ing NCDs affecting the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis 

Phipps said that NCDs 
are responsible for 
some 83% of deaths in 
the Federation and are 
also the leading cause 
of morbidity. 

“When you put that in 

a global context NCDs 
would be killing more 
of our people than they 
are killing the global 
population. The global 
death due to NCDs is 
about 71%.” 

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr. 
Timothy Harris said 
that there is signifi-
cant work to be done 
to improve health by 
combating NCDs in 
St. Kitts and Nevis.  

“To contain it and 
reduce it is in the 
hands of each and 
every individual in St 
Kitts and Nevis and 
the Caribbean as a 
whole,’ Harris said.

Harris said risk fac-
tors were connected 
to the way Caribbean 
people live, eat, drink, 
and smoke. 

“These diseases are 
costly, they carry sig-
nificant burden and 
so they have to pay 
particular attention to 
our health and well-
ness. NCDs are tak-
ing too much of our 
productive citizens 
in the prime of their 
lives,” Harris said.

Tufton was also on 
hand of the launch 

and commended 
Harris for launching 
the programme.

“As Caribbean people 
we have to work to-
gether. We are one 
people with similar 
experiences, simi-
lar opportunities and 
similar challenges,” 
said Tufton.

Tufton said that the 
Caribbean way of 
life was contributing 
to the prevalence of 
NCDs.

“That is sometimes 
enjoying ourselves 
too much. We love 
to eat and celebrate, 
drink and smoke and 
all of this combined 
makes us a unique 
people but often 
times, we forget to 
take the balancing act 
in order to preserve 
longevity and quality 
of life,” said Tufton.

“That little enjoyment 
sometimes causes us 
to forget about the 
balance as it relates to 
diet, exercise to bal-
ance as it relates to 
normal health status.” 

He encouraged all to 
get regular check-
ups and not wait until 
one feels sick to see a 

doctor. 

“Knowing your 
health status is criti-
cal, and in all of this 
we end up with high 
incidents of obesity 
and obesity translates 
to what we describe 
as non-communicable 
diseases.” 

Tufton said that 
NCDs are so common 
that any person in the 
Caribbean likely al-
ready knows someone 
suffering from them. 

“Every single one 
of us as Caribbean 
people can iden-
tify with someone or 
with ourselves who 
have arthritis, diabe-
tes, cardiovascular 
disease that leads to 
things like strokes 
and heart attacks.”

He added that now was 
time for leadership to 
intervene and try and 
reduce the number 
of cases through the 
programme. 

Tufton said the SKN 
Move programme 
aims to assist peo-
ple in living longer 
and spending more 
time with family and 
children. 

Dr Christopher Tufton hands over a SKN Moves t-shirt to Prime Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris and Dr Christopher Tufton and members of the fed-
eral cabinet and health officials dance to the SKN Moves jingle
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Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Statement 

on Venezuela

As the situation in Venezuela con-
tinues, St Kitts and Nevis in support 
of the CARICOM position and the 
Montevideo Mechanism, continues 
to reiterate the call for increased 
dialogue amongst all parties, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
Friday. 

St Kitts and Nevis Permanent 
Representative to the Organization 
of American States (OAS), H.E. 
Dr. Everson Hull, represented 
the Federation at an International 
Conference for Democracy in 
Venezuela held in Lima earlier this 
week which aimed “to reaffirm the 
commitment of those States pres-
ent to foster an international en-
vironment that permits a peaceful 
solution to the Venezuelan crisis, 
led by the Venezuelan people, with 
the support of the international 
community”.

“St. Kitts and Nevis, the small-
est sovereign state in the Western 
Hemisphere has chosen the path of 
non-interference in the internal af-
fairs of a member state.  We view 
our region as a zone of peace.  We 
are deeply concerned about the di-
sastrous possible outcomes that will 
ensue when dialogue ends and war 
begin,” Ambassador Hull said, cit-
ing the OAS guiding principles of 
“…. strengthening the peace and 

security of the Western Hemisphere 
…and resolving conflicts between 
member states while respecting 
the principles of non-intervention 
in the internal affairs of a member 
state….”

Ambassador Hull highlighted the 
importance of proposals calling for 
increased funding to address the 
humanitarian crisis in Venezuela, 
echoing the sentiments of Hon. 
Mark Brantley, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who has repeatedly ex-
pressed concern for the humanitar-
ian situation in Venezuela. 

In light of a recent United Nations 
report on the human rights situa-
tion which has also raised concern, 
Brantley has stressed a restoration 
of peace and stability in Venezuela 
must be an evident and urgent im-
perative for the OAS and the region-
al and international community. 

During its CARICOM chairmanship 
from Jan. 1 to June 30, St Kitts and 
Nevis, through its Prime Minister 
the Honourable Dr. Timothy Harris, 
was instrumental in leading diplo-
matic efforts to find peaceful solu-
tions to the Venezuelan matterSt 
Kitts and Nevis remains engaged 
post-chairmanship in diplomacy to 
advance dialogue, a fundamental 
tool in reconciling differences.

Hon. Mark Brantley, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mother asks: 
“What happened 

to my son?”
By Monique Washington

After three years and 
two months, slain 
police officer Brain 
Pacquette’s mother 
Yvonne Harris is still 
left with many unan-
swered questions as to 
what really happened 
to her son, answers she 
feels the man who shot 
him holds.

Brain Pacquette served 
as a Constable in the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police 
force. On June 23, 
2016 Pacquette and his 
partner Dijorn Warner 
responded to a crime 
report. 

It is alleged that an al-
tercation ensued with 
Pacquette and the sus-
pect. The initial report 
stated that Pacquette 
pulled his service pis-
tol and accidentally 
shot himself in the 
right leg. He was ward-
ed at the JNF Hospital 
in St. Kitts where his 
condition got worse 
and his wound became 
infected. His leg had to 
be amputated and his 
internal organs began 
to fail. He was flown 
to Trinidad but suc-
cumbed to his injuries 
on July 18.

An autopsy in Trinidad 
determined the 
cause of Pacquette’s 
death was gangrene. 
Pacquette was buried 
in August with full 
military honours in 
his native country of 
Dominica.

Following an inves-
tigation, the police 
came to believe that 
the bullet that resulted 
in Pacquette’s death 
was fired from the 
24-year-old Warner’s 
gun. In May 2018, the 
police began to search 
for Warner who also 
under investigation for 

assault.

Earlier this year, 
Acting Commissioner 
of Police Hilroy 
Brandy announced that 
Warner is in United 
State’s custody await-
ing extradition back to 
the Federation.

The Observer con-
tacted Harris on 
Wednesday, who said 
that she has been kept 
in the dark about her 
son’s investigation.

“I have gotten no re-
sponse from anybody. 
I called Mr. (Hilroy) 
Brandy but he had no 
answers. If I had the 
money I would have 
travelled to St. Kitts 
but Brian was my 
source of money,” she 
said.

Harris said that since 
her son passed she has 
received none of her 
son’s personal pos-
sessions even though 
she has tried with 

numerous people to 
get them back.

“I don’t know about 
his bank accounts, his 
social security, noth-
ing. No one is giving 
me any answers,” she 
said.

Harris said that when 
the police force an-
nounced that they 
were trying to ex-
tradite Warner back 
to St. Kitts she was 
happy because she 
felt that when he 
returned she would 
have gotten some an-
swers from the man 
accused of shooting 
her son.

“What really hap-
pened? I want him to 
explain. He has the an-
swers. I need peace of 
mind. I need justice.”

The Observer recently 
contacted Brandy who 
said that there were no 
further news on the 
extradition of Warner.

Brain Pacquette was killed in 2016 while serving as a 
constable in the police force. His mother is still waiting 

for answers. 
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Citizens Urged to 
Change Deactivated 

Passports Lacking 
Place of Birth

Citizens of St. Kitts 
and Nevis who have 
not yet changed their 
passports without the 
written place of birth 
field are urgently asked 
to do so Senior Foreign 
Officer in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, 
Michael Penny, said 
speaking on the week-
ly government radio 
and television pro-
gramme, “Working 
for You” Wednesday

The passports were 
deactivated in 2017 
and are illegal to trav-
el with. Replacement 
will avoid problems 
with immigration at 

ports of entry. 

“In fact, they are sup-
posed to lock you up 
if they find you with 
it,” Penny said, noting 
the time had expired a 
long ago for citizens 
to change those pass-
ports and that no one 
should be found trav-
elling with them. 

Penny added Interpol 
has been notified and 
has been given the 
power to “seize it and 
they can detain you.”

From Dec. 10, 2014 
to March 31, 2016, 
the government of 

St. Kitts and Nevis 
recalled all passports 
without the written 
place of birth field for 
re-issuance of a new 
passport with the writ-
ten place of birth field 
at no cost to the pass-
port holder. Passports 
issued from 2010-
2014 excluded the 
written place of birth 
field. 

Any citizen still in 
possession of pass-
ports without the 
written place of birth 
field will have to pay 
the full price of EC$ 
250.00 to have it 
re-issued.

Fourteen off to Taiwan for studies
By Loshaun Dixon

Fourteen young people 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
have been awarded 
scholarships by the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) and will de-
part the Federation lat-
er this month to begin 
studies in that country.

The students will be 
pursuing studies in 
several areas at both 
the graduate and under-
graduate levels. Nine 
of the students were 
awarded the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA) Taiwan 
Scholarship and five 
were recognised with 
the International 
Cooperative and 
Development Fund 
(ICDF) Scholarship.

Four of the students 
are from Nevis and 
the other ten are from 
St Kitts. The fourteens 
students won their 
scholarships based 

on their academic 
performance.

The students will have 
their airfare, housing, 
tuition and credit fees 
covered, along with 
textbook costs and 

receive a monthly al-
lowance. Students fall-
ing under the MOFA 
program will undergo 
a one-year study of 
Mandarin before pur-
suing their schedule 
of courses.  Taiwan 

Ambassador Tom Lee 
noted that the further 
education of individu-
als was significant not 
only to the person but 
the entire Federation.

“We all know that 
education is very im-
portant and is key not 
only to personal suc-
cess but also to the 
country’s develop-
ment,” Lee said.

He said that as a 
strong ally of St. Kitts 
and Nevis they are 
ready to make contri-
butions in education. 
Lee said last year 
they sent 13 students 
to study in Taiwan 
and this year they will 
send 14 students.

“If you ask me if I am 
satisfied, my answer 
is no. You can be rest 
assured that our em-
bassy next year will 
work even harder to 
make sure we have 
more students next 
year.”

He also congratulated 
the students who were 
awarded scholarships 
and encouraged them 
to make the most of 
this opportunity.

Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards said 
that the Federation is 
always appreciative 

of any exercise that 
affords youth oppor-
tunities to improve 
themselves.

“The Republic of 
China through its 
embassy has part-
nered with us in so 
many ways, espe-
cially in the realm of 
education.”

“Since I became 
minister of educa-
tion I have wit-
nessed hundreds of 
citizens receive a 
series of scholar-
ship opportunities 
from the Taiwanese 
government.”

He said that three of 
the students would 
be pursuing degrees 
at the masters level 
while the others would 
be seeking bachelor 
degrees.

“Undoubtedly this is a 
very substantial invest-
ment by the Republic 
of China--Taiwan in 
our young people. 

What makes this so 
tremendous is that 
while the overall cost 
for further education 
continues to rise the 
scholarships cater for 
things such as housing, 
tuition, insurance, text-
book costs, travel fee, 
credit and a monthly 

allowance.”

Richards and Lee also 
signed a memorandum 
of understanding that 
they said will deepen 
cordial relations and 
strengthen cooperation 
in the area of human re-
sources development.

The MOU will also as-
sist the Federation in 
laying the foundation 
for its national devel-
opment by nurturing 
professionals at the 
grassroots level.

The government of 
Taiwan will provide 
an annual budget of 
US$120,000 to the 
needs of develop-
ment programs of the 
Federation for such 
initiatives as student 
scholarships, teacher 
training, high school 
agricultural vocational 
training and other ar-
eas of training. 

The students who are 
off to Taiwan for stud-
ies are: Denrik Jeffers, 
Kareem Parry, Nezrene 
Roberts, Xavier 
Smith, Dakeza Smith, 
Trefasana White, 
Tronnicia Flanders, 
Jovelle Lawrence, 
Javio Felix, Brandon 
Fredrick, Yazim 
Leader, Ruan Wilshire, 
Kendale Liburd and 
Alicia De Silva.

The fourteen scholarship awardees poses with Ambassador Tom Lee and Minister Shawn Richards
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Dueling polls give conflicting results
By Kenichi Serino

The next election in St. Kitts and Nevis is prob-
ably still months away, but the battle of the polls 
has already begun.

Last week, a poll circulated suggesting the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Labour party was favoured to 
win the next election. The survey, done by poll-
ster Bill Johnson of Johnson Survey Research 
Inc, indicated that the Labour Party was set to 
win six out of eight constituencies in St. Kitts. 

Days later, the Team Unity government touted 
its own polling, done by Don Anderson, execu-
tive chairman of Market Research Services. Both 
firms are based in Jamaica.

The Anderson poll found that Team Unity was 
“comfortably ahead” ahead in five St. Kitts con-
stituencies and two of three in Nevis. The poll 
added that one of the four seats currently held by 
Labour and the Nevis Reform Party (NRP) was 
regarded as a “marginal one given current voter 
sentiment”.

In separate interviews with The Observer, both 
Johnson and Anderson declined to identify the 
constituency seats, two for Labour in the Johnson 
poll and one for Team Unity in the Anderson 
poll, they believed could be flipped in the next 
elections.

Unsurprisingly, the two polls also differed on 
whether there was more public support for Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy Harris or Leader of the 
Opposition Dr. Denzil Douglas.

The Johnson poll said that about 48 percent of 
the public believed Douglas would do a better 
job of leading the country while only 29 per-
cent preferred Harris, about 18 percent of those 
polled were undecided. The poll did not cover 
Constituencies 6 and 7, represented by Douglas 
and Harris respectively.

By contrast, the Anderson poll said that 58% of 
the public supported the Harris-led Team Unity 
government and said they would “definitely vote 
for Team Unity led by Dr. Harris for a second 
term in office.” Only 42 percent said they would 
vote for the Labour party or NRP under Douglas.

The polls also diverged in the details of what they 
examined, with the Johnson poll focusing on the 
likeability and support for Harris and Douglas 
while the Anderson poll examined the reasons 
for Team Unity’s support amongst its potential 
voters.

According to the Johnson poll, 49 percent of 
those surveyed had an unfavourable opinion of 
Harris with 36 percent in favour of him. In con-
trast, Douglas had a favourable rating of 63 per-
cent and an unfavourable rating of 27 percent. 

The poll also measured the likeability of both 
Harris and Douglas:

“By a significant margin, on average across six 
constituencies respondents registered more like 
(71%) than dislike (42%) for the former Prime 
Minister Douglas. In contrast, the average dislike 

(54%) is significantly more for Harris than like 
(38%),” according to the Johnson poll.

Regarding performance, according to the 
Johnson poll 38 percent said Harris was doing a 
good job as prime minister while 71 percent said 
Douglas’ performance while in office was better.

According to the Anderson poll about half of 
the people planning on voting for Team Unity 
in the next election cited infrastructure work be-
ing done as the reason for their support. About 
a third said there were pleased with Team Unity 
because of the Poverty Alleviation Programme 
(PAP).

The Anderson poll said that about 78 percent of 
the people interviewed gave Team Unity a fair 
or very good rating for their performance as well 
as broad support for particular policies such as 
crime-fighting and PAP.

About 81 percent of the people polled believed 
that crime-fighting initiatives by Team Unity 
would be successful while 62 percent believed 
they were already showing success. PAP also 
received wide support, with 64 percent of those 
polled believing it was a good programme. 

“Both the crime fighting initiative and this 
poverty reduction program have won the sup-
port of persons irrespective of party affiliation.  
Indeed, the awareness and acceptance of these 
two programmes has been highest in some of the 
Labour-held constituencies,” according to the 
Anderson poll.

In an interview with The Observer, Anderson 
said that support for Team Unity had “consoli-
dated” since the last time his company ran a poll 
in the Federation.

“It appears there’s more support for Team Unity 
than earlier this year when we conducted poll,” 

Anderson said.

The Observer also interviewed Johnson, who 
said that he had been polling Team Unity’s popu-
larity since a year after their electoral victory in 
2015. He said that support for Team Unity had 
begun to decline shortly after the election. “The 
prime minister has been underwater in terms 
of his favourability rating. His negative perfor-
mance is higher than his positive performance,” 
said Johnson. 

“It’s like shortly after the election people started 
having buyer’s remorse and were sorry they 
bought into the Team Unity campaign and wish-
ing they hadn’t and the labour party was leading 
the government.”

Johnson said he believed that Team Unity’s vic-
tory in 2015 was attributable to Douglas long 
tenure in office, with many voters wanting a 
change.

“I think some of it was Douglas had been prime 
minister forever as far as many people were con-
cerned. A lot of people never knew another prime 
minister and a lot of people just felt it was time 
for a change, even though by a lot of parameters 
he was doing a pretty good job,” Johnson said.

Johnson’s poll did not survey people living in 
Constituencies 6 &7. Johnson said research there 
was not needed as they were likely to support 
their incumbents, Douglas and Harris. 

 Johnson declined to give specific numbers on 
why his poll showed dissatisfaction with Harris 
but said a “plurality” of voters believed Harris 
“only cares about himself and his family.” 

The Anderson poll surveyed about 820 people 
across St. Kitts and Nevis while the Johnson poll 
surveyed 1800, 300 people in six constituencies 
on St. Kitts.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday August 16th, 2019 LOCAL NEWSPage:22

St Kitts-
Nevis Seeks 

to Expand 
Visa Waiver 
Programme

The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA) is working 
“feverishly” to add 
to the more than 150 
countries that current-
ly have visa waiver 
agreements with the 
Federation, Michael 
Penny, Senior Foreign 
Officer, said on the 
Aug. 7 edition of the 
“Working for You” 
programme. 

“Visa waivers make 
it easier for passport 
holders of St. Kitts 
and Nevis to move 
around freely, and 
who doesn’t want to 
move freely,” Mr. 
Penny said. 

The visa waiver agree-
ments allow citizens 
of the respective coun-
tries to enjoy hassle-
free travel to signatory 
territories. Visa waiv-
ers mean that passport 
holders do not need a 
visa to go to a country. 
Some of the countries 

that have signed visa 
waiver agreements 
include Ghana, 
Indonesia, Republic 
of Belarus, Russian 
Federation, Republic 
of India, Georgia, 
and San Marino. 

Visa waivers are 
tools  in promoting 
tourism and facili-
tating business. The 
period that a pass-
port holder with a 
visa can stay in an-
other country var-
ies according to the 
agreement.

The senior foreign 
service officer point-
ed out, however, that 
having a visa does 
not automatically 
grant entry into a 
country. That author-
ity lies with the rel-
evant immigration 
agency. In most cas-
es, immigration offi-
cers at ports of entry 
play an enormous 
role in this regard.

Senior Foreign Officer in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MOFA), Michael Penny.

Chairman : Culturama 
45 is 7th successive 

incident-free festival
Mr. Antonio “Abonaty” 
Liburd, Chairman 
for Culturama 45, 
labelled this year’s 
event as incident-free 
Wednesday, making it 
the seventh successive 
year with no incidents.

“To the security forc-
es, I would like to say 
a special thank you, 
and this year we can 
similarly boast of an-
other incident-free 
Culturama festival,” 

Liburd said. “I think 
that this is the seventh 
year running that we 
have had an incident-
free Culturama fes-
tival, and so I would 
like to thank the secu-
rity forces, the Police, 
the private security, 
the Army, the Fire and 
Rescue Services and 
I would also like to 
include the EMS for 
providing such great 
support to Culturama 
45.”

Liburd also used the 

opportunity on behalf 
of the Nevis Culturama 
Committee, the 
Ministry of Culture, 
the Minister of Culture 
and the entire Nevis 
Island Administration, 
to thank all who part-
nered with the com-
mittee to stage a 
successful fastival.

“To all the organisers 
of fringe activities — 
Freaky Friday, Glow 
Fete, 4-in-1 Fete, 

Toucan Sounds pres-
ents Kes The Band — 
I say a big thank you 
for coming on board 
and partnering with 
the Nevis Culturama 
Committee,” he said. 
“Also, the organisers of 
the Culturama Games, 
the Emoji Boat Ride, 
the Poker Run and 
the organisers of the 
Herbert’s Beach Affair, 
the Homecoming Night 
at Herbert’s Beach and 
all other persons who 
would have used the 
Culturama platform to 

stage an event, I would 
like to say a big thank 
you to you. 

The Culturama 45 
chairman also ex-
pressed gratitude to 
the sponsors of this 
year’s festival, noting 
without their financial 
contributions the com-
mittee would not have 
been able to stage a 
festival of such magni-
tude. Participants in the 
various competitions 

throughout the festival 
were also commended 
for taking part.

Liburd also praised the 
Environmental Health 
Department for their 
invaluable assistance. 

“It would be remiss 
of me if I did not 
also thank the Public 
Health Services, the 
Department of Public 
Health for their con-
tribution. I recall last 
night when I left the 
office after 10 minutes 

to 11, the health work-
ers were already on the 
streets of Charlestown 
cleaning the streets 
getting them ready for 
normal work this morn-
ing, and so I would like 
to say a big thank you 
to Merville Morton to 
Javier Ottley and the 
rest of the team,” he 
said. “In fact last night 
at about 11 o’clock 
Mr. Morton was on the 
streets at Happy Hill 
Drive with his gloves, 

with his shovel and he 
himself joined in the 
operations of getting 
Charlestown clean, and 
so I would like to say 
a big thank you to the 
Environmental Health 
Services,” he said.

Liburd also recognised 
the media houses for 
their “sterling con-
tribution,” and urged 
members of the public 
to stay tuned for the 
Slogan Contest for 
Culturama 46, launch-
ing shortly.

Members various security forces in St. Kitts and Nevis at work during Culturama 45
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Public Support 
Still Needed to 

Consolidate 
Considerable 
Police Gains

Acting Commissioner 
of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Hilroy 
Brandy, shared that the 
combined efforts of 
the security forces, the 
public support, and the 
Peace Initiative, have 
resulted in the seizure 
of 43 illegal firearms 
for 2019 at a press 
conference Tuesday, 
Aug. 13.

Thirty of the guns and 
73 rounds of assorted 
ammunition were 

surrendered under the 
Peace Initiative — a 
programme introduced 
in March to help gang 
members transition 
from a life of crime to 
a productive lifestyle 
through alternative 
ventures such as ag-
ricultural production, 
construction, entre-
preneurship, and other 
activities.

Brandy also reported 
there has also been a 
25 percent reduction 
in homicides, a 30 

percent reduction in 
non-fatal shootings, a 
seven percent decline 
in robberies, and an 
overall 28 percent de-
crease in all crimes 
compared to figures 
from 2018 for the Jan. 
1 to Aug. 12 period.

“There is no single so-
lution or quick fix to 
addressing crime,” the 
acting commissioner 
stated. 

“The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 

Police Force therefore 
will continue to utilize 
several approaches and 
will work tirelessly to 
maintain the peace. 

We only ask that each 
individual plays a role 
in getting us to where 
we would like to be. 
If you see something, 
still say something and 

work with us for the 
good of the country.”

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, echoed similar 
sentiments and stated 
“We ask our citizens 
and residents to uphold 
the law and report those 

who are not complying. 
If you see something 
out of order or awry, 
say something to the 
police. A big thank you 
must be extended to all 
our citizens and resi-
dents who are bringing 
actionable information 
to the police and to all 
who are cooperating 
with law enforcement.”

Thirty guns were surrendered to police under the Peace Initiative

Police Recruits Equipped with 
Enhanced Knowledge and Skills to 
Tackle the Varying Facets of Crime

The curriculum for re-
cruits of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force contin-
ues to be enhanced 
to meet the evolving 
nature of crime taking 
place locally, within 
the Caribbean region, 
and internationally, 
according to Inspector 
Eldrin Dickenson, 
Commandant of 
the Police Training 
School.

“We had a new training 
session of asset recov-
ery that was taught to 
the recruits. This is the 
first time in the (history 
of) law enforcement in 
St. Kitts that a course 
of this nature was put 
on,” Dickenson said, 
referring to Course 43, 
set to Wednesday after 
months of training and 

practical on-the-road 
experience.

Asset recovery 

— matters such as 
money laundering 
and seizing assets ob-
tained through corrupt 

activities — was cov-
ered in a session con-
ducted by the Asset 
Recovery Unit of the 

Regional Security 
System.

Dickenson added that 
the trainees also ex-
plored the effective use 
of batons and pepper 
spray. In the past, pep-
per spray was mostly 
issued to tactical units, 
but recent changes 
have seen it deployed 
on a wider level as a 
non-lethal deterrent.

“You would only go to 
firearms when things 
become more serious,” 
he added. “[With] the 
use of the baton and 
the pepper spray, I 
can assure you per-
sons would not want 
to be sprayed a second 
time.” 

Recruits also par-
ticipated in a virtual 

training in tourism-ori-
ented policing, which 
looks at ways stake-
holders and law en-
forcement agencies can 
collaborate to promote 
a safe environment that 
contributes positively 
to the tourism indus-
try. The training used 
the Caribbean Basin 
Security Initiative 
(CBSI) Connect sys-
tem, which links to 
all the police training 
academies throughout 
the region.  

Dickenson noted that 
the new topics will 
remain an important 
component in future 
training as efforts con-
tinue to shape recruits 
to deal with complex 
challenges in an in-
creasingly globalized 
world.

Recruits and officers prepare for Wednesday’s Passing Out Parade
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Rastafarians promise action on cannabis 
By Kenichi Serino

New changes that have 
decriminalised some 
cannabis use are still 
“unsatisfactory,’’ ac-
cording to a local lead-
er of the Rastafarian 
community which 
will seek to lobby the 
government for further 
changes.

“In general it’s still 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , ” 
Organisation of 
Rastafarian Unity 
chair Ras I-Roy told 
The Observer.

“Even if it’s decrimi-
nalised we would not 
want there to be any 
fines attached to it. 
There’s still a lot of 
things that need to be 
worked out. We’re 
very disappointed in 
the approach of gov-
ernment in this,” he 
said.

Ras I-Roy is one of the 
Rastafarian members 
of the Cannabis Core 
Committee created by 
the government to con-
sult on future changes 
to the cannabis policy 
regarding religious, 
medicinal and recre-
ational purposes.

The committee was 
announced following 
passage of changes to 
the Drugs Act earlier 
this month. The chang-
es effectively decrimi-
nalised possession of 
15grams of cannabis 
of cannabis making it 
punishable with an EC 
$50 fine or community 
service. Persons are 
now able to use can-
nabis in the privacy of 
their own homes and 
for religious purposes 
at places of worship.

The law also allows 
for people to cultivate 
a limited number of 
plants in their private 
dwellings. The gov-
ernment has said the 
changes are the first 
steps in creating a le-
gal framework for a 
cannabis industry.

However, Ras I-Roy 

believes that govern-
ment has not yet taken 
into account the needs 
for all Rastafari who 
utilise cannabis, in-
cluding the prohibition 
on the sale of canna-
bis and limits to the 
amount of personal 
cultivation.

“The limits in terms 
of the amount of 
plants or the quantity 
of herb that you can 
have, I don’t think it’s 
enough. I think they’re 
just thinking of people 
smoking a spliff as op-
posed to all the things 
the herb is used for,” 
said Ras I-Roy.

“Some people don’t 
smoke, they drink tea. 
You can exhaust all 
five of those plants,” 
said Ras I-Roy.

“In our various meet-
ings with them we’ve 
discussed this and re-
ally they had no clue 
as to where they were 
coming from.”

Ras I-Roy said the 
Rastafarian com-
munity took a ‘very 
holistic” view of can-
nabis and used it for 

medicine, relaxation 
as well as spiritual-
ity. Even in terms of 
medicinal marijuana, 
he said it was used as 
preventative medicine, 
not necessarily treat 
ailments after they 
arise. 

Ras I-Roy said they 
were also taking issue 
with the usage of can-
nabis in public spaces. 
While they do not be-
lieve cannabis in any 
public space, they do 
believe that some pub-
lic spaces should be set 
aside for cannabis use.

“You can’t neces-
sarily smoke in the 
[ I n d e p e n d e n c e ] 
Square but instead 
of straight across the 
board no public use, 
designate spaces,” 
said Ras I-Roy.

He said that if he was 
in town and wanted 
to “give my prayers”, 
there was no place in 
public for him to do 
so.

Ras I-Roy said the 
Rastafarian commu-
nity took issue with a 
prohibition on the use 

of cannabis around 
children under the 
new laws. He said 
Rastafarians were 
concerned that if they 
include their children 
in worship they would 
be at risk for legal 
action.

“We think we should 
be able to administer 
to our children, not 
necessarily smok-
ing but the tea. When 
we’re worshipping 
with our children and 
using the herb are we 
at risk? That’s the 
whole problem for 
us,” said Ras I-Roy.

“How do we grow our 
religion if we cannot 
involve our children? 
Are we to wait to 
they’re 18 for that?” 
he asked. “Other 
churches are allowed 
to give sacrament to 
their children as early 
as age 12, restrict-
ing sacraments to our 
children to the age of 
18 is still a violation 
of our rights.”

In a previous in-
terview with The 
Observer, Attorney 
General Vincent 

Byron defended the 
prohibition against 
using cannabis with 
or around children, 
saying that “the state 
has to protect the very 
young”.

The new law came 
just ahead of a dead-
line instituted by High 
Court Judge Eddy 
Ventose, who struck 
down portions of the 
Drugs Act in early 
May, declaring in a 
case brought by Ras 
Sankofa Maccabee 
that the blanket prohi-
bition on cannabis was 
unconstitutional as it 
violated freedom of re-
ligion and conscience 
as well as the right to 
privacy.

Ras I-Roy said he be-
lieves that government 
is still not in compli-
ance with the judge-
ment and they are still 
considering going back 
to court for redress.

“If it means going back 
to court, we will go 
back to court. The gov-
ernment didn’t make 
that move to appease 
Rastafari, we had to 
take them to court and 

force them to make 
this move,” he said. 

“We’re going to come 
with our plans to get 
government to do bet-
ter, because we still 
think they’ve come 
short.”

Ras I-Roy said 
he and the other 
Rastafarian mem-
bers of the Cannabis 
Core Committee will 
continue to push the 
government for more 
changes. He added 
that the Rastafarian 
community was also 
planning on raising the 
issue during the elec-
tion season.

“We are also mind-
ful that this is election 
time, we are going to 
be full force on the 
campaign trail, not 
specifically behind a 
political party but poli-
tics,” said Ras I-Roy.

“Whatever it takes 
to make a change we 
will do it,” he said. 
“Politicians need to 
be careful. As much 
as Rastafari stay away 
from politics, some of 
us vote.”

Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris pictured with members of the Rastafarian community following a meeting at the Office of the Prime Minister.
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Minister of Public Infrastructure: 
Water Scarcity May be New Way 

of Life in the Caribbean
Minister of Public 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
Honourable Ian 
“Patches” Liburd, 
warned that climate 
change related chal-
lenges such as fl oods, 
sea level rise, drought 

and extreme weather 
conditions are the new 
norm for the Caribbean 
during Tuesday’s offi  -
cial media launch for the 
upcoming Conference of 
the Caribbean Water and 
Wastewater Association 

(CWWA) to be held at 
the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort in October. 

“For small island devel-
oping states like ours in 
the Caribbean, where 
climate variability, 

where climate change 
related pressures such 
as drought and extreme 
weather compound your 
graphic industrial and 
infrastructural issues, 
we may reconsider and 
come to grips with the 

fact that water scar-
city may be a new way 
of life,” said Minister 
Liburd.

Using the examples 
of Barbados, Jamaica, 
Dominica and St. 
Kitts, he said that the 
Caribbean water sector 
is in need of change as 
the availability of water 
in the Caribbean is at a 
low. 

 “The availability of 
water in Barbados was 
some 306 cubic meters 
per capita per year and 
made it the fi fteenth 
most water scarce nation 
in the world,” Liburd 
said, adding Jamaica 
had problems with 
overburdened water sys-
tems with thousands of 
leaks being reported per 
year, and an issue with 
drought several years 
ago where the nation 
went without water for 
three days.

 “Dominica [is] just re-
covering from the ravag-
es of Hurricane Maria as 
its own water services is 
just being restored as we 
speak,” he continued. 

He said that the statistics 
from the St. Kitts and 

Nevis Meteorological 
Offi  ce stated that the 
Federation had 63.67 
inches of rain last year.

“The year before had 
27.29 inches of rain and 
as we speak up to May 
this year, only 6.4 inches 
of rain we have received. 
That tells the story of 
where we are in terms of 
scarcity,” he said. 

The minister empha-
sized the need for re-
gional cooperation to 
fi nd a sustainable solu-
tion to a global water 
crisis that will impact 
more than 1.8 billion 
people by 2025, and that 
the Conference of the 
Caribbean Water and 
Wastewater Association 
will “provide the op-
portunity to merge all 
aspects of water man-
agement from waste 
water to drinking water 
to water and waste wa-
ter research to util-
ity and infrastructure 
challenges.” 

The CWWA is a re-
gional non-govern-
mental organization 
established by an 
Act of Parliament in 
Trinidad and Tobago 
in 1991.

Minister of Public Infrastructure with responsibility for 
water, Honourable Ian “Patches” Liburd.
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Judge slams NIA over Paradise Villas
By Monique Washington

Justice Eddy Ventose 
has hit the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA) cabinet and the 
Director of Physical 
Planning (DPP) with 
harsh criticism for 
“failed” decisions re-
garding Paradise Villas 
in a ruling ordering the 
developers to demol-
ish beach villas that 
were built in violation 
of local ordinances.

Following a three-year 
battle between local 
property owners Nevis 
Paradise against the 
NIA, DPP, and devel-
opers Paradise Beach 
Holdings, Ventose 
determined that five 
buildings built by 
Paradise Beach did 
not comply with or-
dinances and must be 
torn down.

The saga began in 
2015 when Paradise 
Beach sought approval 
to build five beach-
front villas on the 
west coast of Nevis. 
The Development 
Advisory Committee 
(DAC) rejected the 
project. The company 
made adjustments to 
their proposal and 
reapplied but were 
denied again. The ap-
plication was rejected 
because plans did not 
meet the requirement 
of a 120 foot setback 
from the vegetation 
line.

In 2016 NIA Minister 
Troy Liburd ap-
proached the cabinet 
seeking consideration 
to approve the project 
though the DAC had 
already denied it. 

The cabinet approved 
the development and 
instead of requiring 
Paradise Beach follow 
the legal 120 feet set-
back from the vegeta-
tion line requirements, 
the developers were 
given a 60 feet setback. 

However, though the 
requirements for the 
developers had eased, 

the furthest villa from 
the shore was still un-
der 50 feet with the 
four others also com-
ing in under the new 
requirements.

Ventose in his writ-
ten judgement said 
that Cabinet had acted 
without determining if 
they had the authority 
to do so.

“Cabinet failed to de-
termine first whether 
it had the authority to 
decide anything in re-
spect of the Villas and, 
second, to consider 
a material consider-
ation mandated by the 
Ordinance. The DPP 
not only failed to en-
sure compliance by 
the Intervening Party 
[Paradise Beach] with 
the requirement of the 
60 feet setback from 
the vegetation line as 
set out in the Planning 
Approval but acted (by 
inaction) contrary,” 
Ventose said.

Ventose noted that 
those responsible for 
ensuring an orderly 
application of the plan-
ning laws of Nevis, 
failed to protect and 
conserve the natural 
“heritage of Nevis”.

“Rather than admin-
ister the Ordinance in 
the public interest of 
the people of Nevis, 
it seems that the pub-
lic authorities in this 
case, particularly, the 
DPP and Cabinet, were 
concerned mainly with 
the private interest of 
The Intervening Party 
[Paradise Beach].”

Ventose criticised the 
DPP, saying it had 
failed in its duty to en-
sure compliance with 
the Ordinance and the 
Planning Approval 
while Cabinet failed to 
comply with the Nevis 
Zoning Ordinance.

“When these happen, 
the only persons who 
lose are the people 
of Nevis who have 
entrusted those pub-
lic authorities with 
the responsibility of 

facilitating an or-
derly coastal develop-
ment which does not 
contribute to beach 
erosion thereby pre-
serving the coastline 
for the next generation 
of Nevisians.”

“No doubt that the 
actions of the pub-
lic authorities in this 
case undermined pub-
lic confidence in the 
decision.”

He said that the public 
have a vested interest 
in seeing that public 
authorities and non-
nationals act according 
to law and “where they 

fail to do so they will 
be held accountable”.

“Citizens and non–
nationals who fail to 
comply with planning 
laws and planning 
decisions will also be 
held accountable. This 
is not a case where 
only the public author-
ities have acted unlaw-
fully– the Intervening 
Party [Paradise Beach] 
is not an innocent party 
and must also be held.”

Ventose ordered that 
DPP and cabinet ap-
proval for the proj-
ect be quashed and 
an order granted 

mandating develop-
ers Paradise Beach 
to demolish the five 
villas and restore the 
beach to its natural 
state before construc-
tion took place. He 
ordered that work on 
the demolitions begin 
within 30 days of his 
judgement.

Ventose said that if 
this was not done 
they may be held in 
contempt of court and 
imprisoned and/or 
fined the sum of US$ 
20,000 for each day 
of noncompliance. 

Recently, the NIA and 

the Department of 
Physical Planning lost 
another case regard-
ing a property devel-
opment, this time to 
businesswoman and 
philanthropist Anne 
Bass. 

Bass had argued for 
the public’s right to 
see documents filed at 
the Nevis Department 
of Physical Planning 
when developers are 
seeking permission 
to build new devel-
opments.  Following 
a protracted court 
battle, the Court of 
Appeal ruled in her 
favour this year.

Villas at Paradise Nevis that Judge Eddy Ventose ordered to be demolished

Photos of Paradise Villa after Hurricane Maria
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IICA and Taiwan inks 
deal for agriculture

By Loshaun Dixon

The Inter-American 
Institute for 
Cooperation on 
Agriculture (IICA) 
and the Taiwanese 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cooperation and 
Development Fund 

(ICDF) signed 
an agreement on 
Tuesday for agricul-
tural development in 
St. Kitts and Nevis 

The agreement estab-
lishes the basis for 
pursuing cooperation 
in technology and 
encourages co-op 

management in areas 
such as agriculture 
and agro-processing.

IICA Eastern 
Caribbean represen-
tative Gregg Rawlins 
said the agreement 
would formalise the 
partnership between 
Taiwan and the 

ICDF.

“This agreement 
is being signed at 
a critical juncture 
when there is an ur-
gent need for effec-
tive and progressive 
responses given the 
urgent and growing 
threats of climate 
change and the im-
pact on the agricul-
tural sector,” said 
Rawlins. 

He added that an in-
creasing emphasis 
would be placed on 
achieving accept-
able levels of food 
safety and quality 
with the adaption of 
new technology to 
increase productivity 
and competitiveness.

“The IDCF and IICA 
have enjoyed a long-
standing informal 
relationship. 

Each side has pur-
sued significant 
activities such as 
agro-processing, soil 
testing, pesticide 
residue in crops, 
green house tech-
nology and building 
resilience in the face 
of climate change.”

Rawlins also high-
lighted how the 
Taiwanese organ-
isation has assisted 
IICA in the past with 
the development of 
processing mangos.

“A freezer was nec-
essary to ensure the 
success of the project 
and through the kind 
support of the ICDF, 
a walk-in freezer 
was purchased and 

installed. That freez-
er has facilitated ex-
panded processing,” 
he said.

Rawlins said that 
this new agreement 
would strengthen 
agricultural capac-
ity in the national 
economy.

“We anticipate that 
this agreement will 
pave the way for 
strengthened co-
operation and the 
joint execution of 
projects which seek 
to strengthen the 
capacity of produc-
ers, processors and 
marketers in St. 
Kitts and Nevis and 
ultimately contribute 
to an increased con-
tribution by the agri-
food sector to the 
national economy 
and rural livelihoods 
in the Federation.”

Deputy Secretary 
General of the ICDF 
Alex Shyy said his 
organisation was 
committed to socio-
economic develop-
ment in Taiwan’s 
partner countries like 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

Shyy added that 
since 1984 they have 
undertaken a number 
of large projects in 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
in the areas of agri-
culture, information 
and communication 
technology.

Present at the sign-
ing were Minister of 
Agriculture Eugene 
Hamilton and 
Ambassador Tom 
Lee.

Alex Shyy and Rawlins sign an agricultural agreement at a ceremony held in Basse-
terre this week.
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St. Kitts reports second year of 
a million cruise passengers

St. Kitts  has for the second 
straight year welcomed over 
one million passengers in a 
single season this week, ac-
cording to the St Kitts Tourism 
Authority.

Carnival Fascination of the 
Carnival Cruise Line arrived 
with 2,659 passengers, bring-
ing the total for the current 
2018-19 cruise season, as of 
today, to 1,005,876 passen-
gers. The cruise season is an-
nually, October to September.. 
During the 2017-’18 cruise 
season, the destination wel-
comed 1 million cruise pas-
sengers for the fi rst time on 
July 16, 2018. 

Minister of Tourism Lindsay 
Grant pointed out that reach-
ing the million mark back-to-
back is a testament to the hard 
work and dedication of all of 
our tourism stakeholders. 

However, Grant cautioned 
them that a lot more work still 

needs to be done.

“Indeed, the time to step up is 
now,” Grant said. “Our cruise 
sector is growing at a record 
rate, however in order to reap 
the full economic benefi t, we 
need to constantly provide a 
warm and friendly welcome 
to all of our guests. We all 
need to step up to deliver only 
our best attitudes and services, 

because the amount of visi-
tors’ spend, is linked to their 
satisfaction with the destina-
tion.” The St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority has embarked on a 
tourism awareness campaign 
called #StepUp, to raise the 
standard of service in the 
tourism industry, as to ably 
meet the growing demand of 
the record numbers of arriv-
als to the island. Grant has 

continued his support for the 
St. Kitts Tourism Authority’s 
Customer Service Workshops, 
held annually for frontline 
workers in the tourism sector. 
The goal is to develop an ap-
preciation of the need to off er 
excellent customer service, 
and to teach interpersonal 
communication skills to en-
able them to interact in a 
more business-friendly and 
professional manner to en-
hance the quality of the visi-
tor’s experience.  Another 
major milestone was ac-
complished in this cruise 
season, when the newly built 
Symphony of the Seas – the 
world’s largest cruise ship – 
made its inaugural visit to St. 
Kitts on December 11, 2018.  
This Oasis class ship will 
make total of 13 calls bring-
ing approximately 88,140 
passengers to island.

In the last cruise year the 
average cruise passenger 
spend was US$135.94 in St. 

Kitts, the third highest in the 
Caribbean.  According to the 
study released by Business 
Research & Economic 
Advisors, Economic 
Contribution of Cruise 
Tourism to the Destination 
Economies to the FCCA, 
cruise tourism directly gen-
erated US$143 million to 
the St. Kitts economy, along 
with nearly 2,065 jobs, pay-
ing more than US$17 mil-
lion in wage income.

Work is progressing on the 
construction of the second 
pier at Port Zante, and will 
be ready to accommodate 
ships in the next cruise sea-
son. The second pier will 
enable St. Kitts to host up to 
three Oasis class ships at Port 
Zante at once. This is some-
thing few Caribbean destina-
tions are able to do and gives 
St. Kitts another competitive 
edge in the cruise industry as 
lines begin moving towards 
larger ships. 

St. Kitts this week welcomed its millionth cruise ship passenger. The 
second year in a row it has passed the million passenger milestone.
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Foreign Minister Brantley Highlights 
Collaboration in Planning  Annual 
CWWA Conference and Exhibition

During a media 
launch Tuesday, The 
Honourable Mark 
Brantley, Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs and 
Aviation for St. Kitts 
and Nevis, highlighted 
several international 
and regional agencies 
collaboration with the 
upcoming 28th Annual 
Caribbean Water 
and Wastewater 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
(CWWA) Conference 
and Exhibition slated 
for Oct. 14-18  at 
the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort and the Royal 
Beach Casino.

Minister Brantley, 
speaking from a for-
eign aff airs perspec-
tive, noted that the 
collaboration with 
international and 

regional agencies par-
ticipating “highlights 
the importance of 
multilateralism and 
the benefi ts which can 
be derived from mem-
bership and active 
participation...”

A list of regional 
and international 
agencies include 
the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
(IDB); United 
Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP); 
Caribbean Community 
Climate Change Centre 
(CCCCC); Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB); Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO); Organization 
of American States 
(OAS) and the CWWA. 
“The collaboration 

spirit we see evident 
today is a strong dem-
onstration of our joint 
eff orts to highlight the 
opportunities for man-
aging our precious wa-
ter resource in a more 
effi  cient manner, while 
addressing the chal-
lenges faced by our 
region in attempting 
to do so in accordance 
with Goal six (6) of 
the post 2015 Agenda 
for Sustainable 
Development,” said 
Minister Brantley, add-
ing that goal six calls 
upon the international 
community to “ensure 
availability and sus-
tainable management 
of water and sanitation 
for all.”

Minister Brantley 
touched on one of the 

areas of focus for the 
upcoming conference, 
climate change. He 
noted that stakehold-
ers will address “how 
the region builds a re-
silient infrastructure in 
the context of effi  cient 
use of water, while pro-
tecting ourselves from 
water related disasters 
such as fl oods, hurri-
canes and droughts.”

“This for us is a ma-
jor challenge and 
therefore that merits 
our full attention. We 
have long established 
that climate change in 
such small states like 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
the rest of CARICOM 
is an existential threat 
to our objective in 
achieving sustain-
able development in 
all of its dimensions,” 
he said. “We believe 
that the general public 
needs to be adequately 
seized of the issues 
related to climate 
change, adaptation and 
mitigation. Indeed, our 

very survival depends 
on it.”

Minister Brantley 
thanked all the stake-
holders who played a 
part in ensuring that 
the media launch was 
a success, and who 
continue to play a part 
in planning the confer-
ence and exhibition.

“At a national level, 
we must recognize 
the involvement of 
the Ministry of Public 
Infrastructure, in 
particular the Water 
Services Department 
on both islands, 
the Department of 
Environment and the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs collaborating 
with the other agencies 
within the public and 
private sector to en-
sure the success of the 
conference.”

This is the second time 
that St. Kitts and Nevis 
will be hosting the 
CWWA Conference, 

the fi rst being the 
12th Annual in 2007. 

The Caribbean Water 
and Wastewater 
Association (CWWA) 
is a regional non-gov-
ernmental organiza-
tion established by an 
Act of Parliament in 
Trinidad & Tobago in 
1991. The CWWA is 
a grouping of water, 
wastewater and solid 
waste professionals in 
the public and private 
sectors. CWWA brings 
together the water and 
sanitation community 
in the Caribbean to-
wards the protection 
of public health and 
the promotion of sus-
tainable development. 
Through collective 
leadership, CWWA 
positively infl uences 
advancements in tech-
nology, education, 
science, management, 
and country and re-
gional policies in the 
water and sanitation 
fi eld.

The Honourable Mark Brantley, Minister of Foreign Aff airs and Aviation for St. Kitts and 
Nevis
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