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CFBC student-teachers exhibit 
shows off arts, literature skills

Second-year stu-
dent-teachers in the 
Clarence Fitzroy Bryant 
College (CFBC) Early-
Childhood Education 
Programme had an 
early start on Nov. 30, 
showcasing teaching 
skills during a Creative 
Arts and Children’s 
Literature exhibition.

CFBC teacher Millicent 
Dawson specializes 
in Early Childhood 
Children’s Literature, 
Language Arts, Reading 
and Decoding. She said 
the exhibition featured 
creative arts and chil-
dren’s literature, which 
were on display to com-
plement each other.

During the activity, 
student teachers pro-
duced 10 books around 
a children’s literature 
theme. They added 
props and materials that 

their students can easily 
manipulate in class. The 
student teachers also 
wrote a book.

This was their fi rst at-
tempt to write a book in-
corporating interesting 

aspects of life in St. 
Kitts and Nevis

“The book should be 
Kittitian in nature,” 
Mrs. Dawson explained. 
“There should be a bit 
of Kittitian language, 

pictures, illustrations; it 
should be original. All 
the teachers produced 
outstanding books.”

The exhibition was im-
portant because it gave 
them a better under-
standing about how to 
bring their subject area 
to life in their class-
rooms. She said each 
classroom will have a 
display.

“We want to portray a 
more eff ective 21st cen-
tury language arts class-
room, Mrs. Dawson 
explained. “It is a new 
concept.”

“We tried to add every 
detail with charts and 
teacher-made materials. 
Students can even pur-
chase some materials. 
This is geared towards 
furthering students’ 
learning and introducing 

them to new concepts. 
We want to bring the 
aspect of play into our 
displays.”

“This is the exhibi-
tion’s third year,” Mrs. 
Dawson said. “Each 
year a diff erent element 
is featured. This year 
the new element was 
producing a book and 
displaying props.

“For example, one stu-
dent depicted the beach 
by displaying beach 
chairs, towels, anything 
that children can see 
and touch. They crafted 
their lessons around 
the display. Language 
arts should also be inte-
grated. You fi nd things 
pertaining to math like 
the fi sh with numbers. 
They can do anything. 
It draws on their cre-
ativity. This morning 
visiting students did 

not want to leave the 
exhibition. 

Dean of Teacher 
Education, Joycelyn 
Archibald-Pennyfeather 
was elated about the 
exhibition. She said it 
better-equipped student 
teachers to go into the 
classrooms.

“We started the Early 
Childhood Education 
Associate Programme 
in 2013,” Archibald-
Pennyfeather con-
cluded. “Since then our 
teachers are becoming 
enabled and more moti-
vated to do much more 
in the classroom. After 
our teachers continue 
with their careers, we 
want them motivated 
their students and the 
other teachers to con-
tinue with these early 
childhood practices.”

Second-year student-teachers displayed their skills at 
the Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College Early-Childhood 

Education Programme exhibition.
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Northern Pointe 
Development Ltd to 

construct Wyndham 
Grand resort

An agreement to 
build a new fi ve-star 
Wyndham Grand Resort 
Hotel has been signed 
between the Nevis 
Island Administration 
and Northe Pointe 
Development.

Hon Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis, be-
lieves the people of 
Nevis are looking for-
ward to the start of con-
struction works with 
great anticipation for a 
major hotel development 
at Potworks in the Parish 
of St. James’.

His comment came 
moments after an 
agreement was signed 

between the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
and Northern Pointe 
Development Ltd. at 
Cabinet Room on Dec. 
5, paving the way for the 
construction of a pro-
posed Wyndham Grand 
resort at Long Haul Bay 
on Nevis.

“This has been a very 
long process. It has been, 
I think, a lot of back and 
forth as we have tried to 
come to an agreement 
as to concessions and 
the like that both par-
ties can live with. I feel 
that we have tried to 
negotiate in good faith, 
perhaps it has taken lon-
ger than it should have 

but nevertheless we are 
here today, and we are 
happy that we are able to 
sign this.

“It’s a good, if you will, 
advance Christmas pres-
ent that the people of 
Nevis can see some 
forward movement in 
relation to this very sig-
nifi cant project…I think 
the people of Nevis are 
looking forward with 
great anticipation to the 
start of this project,” he 
said.

The Premier also ex-
pressed hope that the 
project would come to 
fruition. “I hope I’m not 
presumptuous because 

I have been told that 
by the fi rst quarter of 
next year we should see 
some movement. We 
have signed a lot of these 
agreements and so it is 
important for us to move 
it off  the table and on to 
the ground at Potworks 
so that is why we are in-
vesting. “We are willing 
to be fl exible in terms of 
various concessions that 
have been sought but the 
objective really is to get 
the project moving,” he 
said.

Brantley registered his 
gratitude to all those in-
volved in the project in-
cluding Dr. Cardell “Bal” 
Rawlins and Morrice 
Tyrell, the local represen-
tatives of Northern Pointe 
Development Ltd.

Vishal Khann, President 
and Chief Executive 
Offi  cer of Northern 
Pointe Development Ltd., 
who signed the agreement 

stated that they are confi -
dent moving forward with 
the project. “We have 
been eager to begin this 
project for many months 
now and it’s been a long 
road…We feel very con-
fi dent that moving for-
ward this project is going 
to be a great success and 
we would be able to pro-
vide to the island as we 
have promised and look 
forward to working and 
growing with you guys 
for the next few years 
and beyond during opera-
tions,” he said.

The Wyndham Grand 
Nevis will be constructed 
on a 30-acre beach-
front property owned 
by Northern Pointe 
Development Ltd. 
and managed by the 
Wyndham Hotel Group.

On completion, the fi ve-
star luxury resort will 
comprise of 170 two- and 
three-bedroom suites, 

condominiums and vil-
las, a private beach club, 
fi ve dining areas, infi nity 
pools, meeting spaces and 
more.

Also present at the sign-
ing ceremony were 
Colin Dore, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Finance who signed 
the agreement with 
Premier Brantley; Area 
Representative for St. 
James’ Parish Hon Alexis 
Jeff ers; Hon Eric Evelyn; 
Hon Spencer Brand; 
Hon Hazel Brandy-
Williams; Hon Troy 
Liburd; Stedmond Tross, 
Cabinet Secretary; Mrs. 
Hélène Anne Lewis, 
Legal Advisor in the 
NIA; Dr. Cardell “Bal” 
Rawlins and Morrice 
Tyrell, Directors of 
Northern Pointe Ltd.; Ms. 
Krysta Liburd, Attorney 
at Liburd and Dash LP; 
and Daniel Freeman, 
Marketing Director of 
Northern Pointe Ltd.

Hon Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis, exchanges copies of the signed agreement with 
Vishal Khann, President and Chief Executive Offi  cer of Northern Pointe Development 

Ltd. on Dec. 5, minutes after they were signed, paving the way for the construction 
of a proposed Wyndham Grand resort at Long Haul Bay at Potworks on Nevis. Mrs. 

Hélène Anne Lewis, Legal Advisor in the Nevis Island Administration looks on

Hon Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis, with other members of the Nevis Island Admin-
istration Cabinet; Mrs. Hélène Anne Lewis, Legal Advisor in the NIA; Colin Dore, Per-
manent Secretary in the Ministry of Finance; and Vishal Khann, President and Chief 

Executive Offi  cer of Northern Pointe Development Ltd.; Directors and legal representa-
tive at the signing ceremony at Cabinet Room



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 07th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:4

EDITORIAL

 Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff  are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verifi cation. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis

POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.

Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907

Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891

Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

The Profi t 
Margin

The party is over and the accounting has begun. The Minister responsible for 
festivals has publicly placed deadlines for the submission of the Accounts and 
payment of invoices for the Music Festival providers (we assume local ones; 
international ones would have not left here without their money).  We wish to 
fl oat an idea to the Minister as to how to read these accounts.

National festivals such as the Music Festival, National Carnival and Nevis’ 
Summer Lime, Culturama, should not be profi t oriented. They are parties for 
the nation, and parties should not necessarily be about money.  Don’t misun-
derstand us: money should be made, but by the service providers, entrepre-
neurs, artistes and so on, but government should not set out to make money.  
We would have no diffi  culty extending  that argument to community festivals 
that additionally create community cohesion.

If the profi t margin was that important, then complimentary tickets must be 
done away with as they are given almost exclusively to those who can most 
aff ord to pay for them; but that is not what we wish to dwell on.

The social returns, the stimulation of the economy the marketing, the home-
coming, the visitations, the fi lling of hotel and guest houses, the rental of ve-
hicles, the fun times and the priceless experiences should matter more than the 
bottom line. And no, we are not advocating that control measures on spending 
should not be put in place, but some things are just not designed nor should 
they be, to make money.  Besides, that’s what sponsorships are for.

There is precedence for this argument.  Flights into the country are heavily 
subsidised despite still being so expensive.  Cruise ships come at cut-rate head 
taxes, despite regional agreements on the tariff s.  Hotels come with tax and 
duty waivers.  They are justifi ed in means other than the profi t margin to the 
government.  Job skills and job creation, international exposure and meeting 
international standards, branding, human development and ease of doing busi-
ness are just some of the positive spin-off s of such activities.

So Minister, pay the providers expeditiously.  Recognise the hard work of the 
committee members, but please do not hang them out to public ridicule if the 
bottom line is not good.

We all had a great time. That should count for something.

FAX: 
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Man gets nine years in prison 
for killing girlfriend 

By Monique Washington 

A man who admitted 
to murdering his com-
mon-law wife has been 
sentenced nine years, 
eight months and fifteen 
days in Her Majesty’s 
Prison in St. Kitts for 
his actions. 

In 2016, Clevan Lee 
was charged with the 
murder of his 28-year-
old girlfriend Samantha 
Peniston. 

Judge Justice Trevor 
Ward’s decision was 
published on the Eastern 
Caribbean Court’s web-
site on Dec. 5. Lee pled 
guilty to manslaugh-
ter in July at the High 
Court in St. Kitts. The 
sentence was handed 
down by Judge Justice 
Trevor Ward on Oct. 29.

According to court 
documents, Clevan Lee, 
a St. Vincent native was 

in a common-law rela-
tionship with Samantha 
Peniston for three years. 
He noticed their rela-
tionship was deterio-
rating when she began 
to attend parties and 
staying away from their 
residence for the entire 
weekend.

“This led to suspicion 
and the defendant ac-
cused her of infidelity,” 
the court documents 
read. “On July 13, 
2016 the defendant and 
the deceased became 
embroiled in an argu-
ment during which he 

confronted her about 
after he found nude 
photographs. He told 
her that he intended to 
move out of the house 
because she was being 
unfaithful,” the records 
read.

According to the docu-
ment, things escalated, 
leading to Lee grabbing 
a hammer and hitting 
Peniston in her face a 
number of times. He 
discarded the hammer, 
retrieved a knife from 
the kitchen and stabbed 
her in her throat and 
about her body. Lee then 

tried to commit suicide 
but ingesting pills and 
cutting himself.

“Lee took photos of the 
deceased’s body and 
sent them to a friend as 
well as to a family chat 
in St. Vincent informing 
them of what transpired. 
He then went to the 
nearby Old Road Police 
Station and reported his 
tragic deed.”

During sentencing, 
Justice Ward noted 
that Lee came before 
the court with a clean 
record.

“His post-offence con-
duct revealed that he 
eventually reported the 
matter to the police 
with some prompti-
tude and cooperated 
fully with them. I am 
also satisfied that he is 
genuinely remorseful,” 
Justice Ward said.

“Accordingly, he is 

credited for these miti-
gating factors. The 
provisional sentence 
is adjusted downward 
to 18 years. Next, 
consider credit for a 
guilty plea. In this case 
the defendant pleaded 
guilty at the earliest 
reasonable opportu-
nity. He is therefore 
credited with a one 
third discount. This 
leaves a sentence of 12 
years. It is also settled 
that a prisoner who 
falls to be sentenced 
should be credited for 
time spent,” Justice 
Ward noted.

Lee was credited with 
more than two years 
for the time he spent in 
remand.

“In shaping the sen-
tence, I have had re-
gard to the contents 
of the Social Inquiry 
Report; submissions of 
Counsel; and the au-
thorities cited the court 

has sought to arrive at 
a sentence that meets 
the aims of punishment 
and rehabilitation and 
eventually reintegra-
tion as a productive 
member of society,” 

Concluding, the jus-
tice said the appropri-
ate sentence in “this 
case would have been 
20-years imprison-
ment. However, tak-
ing account of your 
personal mitigation, 
credit for guilty plea 
and time served, you 
will serve a sentence 
of 9-years, 8-months 
and 15-days.”

In 2006, Charles Elroy 
Laplace was found 
guilty for killing his 
wife with a knife. 
In 2007, Warrington 
Phillip was sentenced 
to life-in-prison for 
the 2007 for slashing 
of his wife, Shermel 
Phillip in the throat 
and killing her. 

CARCOM discusses regional 
Single Market and Economy

Senior Minister, the 
Honourable Vance 
Amory is represented 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
at the 18th Special 
Meeting of the Heads 
of Government of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), currently 
taking place in Trinidad 
and Tobago with a focus 
on the implementation of 
the CARICOM Single 
Market and Economy 
(CSME).

The CSME is an arrange-
ment among CARICOM 
Member States for the cre-
ation of a single enlarged 
economic space through 
the removal of several re-
strictions, resulting in the 
free movement of goods, 
services, persons, capital 
and technology. The re-
gional initiative was the 

sole item up for discus-
sion on the agenda at the 
Dec. 3 and 4 meeting in 
Port of Spain.

Senior Minister Amory 
is representing Prime 
Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris at the high-
level Prime Ministerial 
meeting.

Minister Amory is ac-
companied by Special 
Envoy in the Office 
of the Prime Minister, 
His Excellency 
Ambassador Michael 
Powell; Samuel 
Berridge, Senior 
Foreign Service Officer 
in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; and 
Senior Clerk in the 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, Ms. Lyndis 

Harris. At their 39th 
Regular Meeting held 
in Jamaica in July, 2018 
CARICOM Heads 
agreed upon the Special 
Meeting to address crit-
ical issues regarding 
the implementation of 
the CSME, as regional 
leaders seek to return 
the CSME conversation 
to CARICOM’s “active 
agenda.”

At that meeting, 
CARICOM Heads re-
viewed the operation of 
the CSME and reiterat-
ed the need to acceler-
ate its implementation 
by placing greater fo-
cus on advancing the 
areas which would 
help to create enabling 
support measures for 
a competitive Single 
Market. Senior Minister, the Honourable Vance Amory
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Twice-per-week 
garbage collection 

anticipated 
in January

A new garbage collection 
system will be commis-
sioned by January 2019 
in St. Kitts. This new col-
lection model is expected 
to address several issues 
related to the current gar-
bage collection system. 
Garbage collectors are 
unsung heroes who de-
serve much more credit 
than they receive.

In the current system, 
garbage is collected in 11 
zones in St. Kitts. 

“This is ineffi  cient as it 
is a wide range for the 
collectors to cover,” 
General Manager of the 
Solid Waste Management 
Corporation (SWMC), 
Keithley Phillip said. 
“The new system will 
divide the zones into 27 
smaller areas to more ef-
fi ciently collect garbage. 
The general manager in-
vites all independent gar-
bage collectors to come 

on board with the new 
initiative, as more trucks 
will be needed.”

He stated that the exist-
ing collection model is 
divided into two parts.

“[The fi rst part] involves 
us going to households 
once per week. By us, 

I mean the members of 
SWMC, collectors from 
St. Kitts-Nevis Disposals 
(SKANDIS), Admiral’s 
Enterprises Ltd. and D&D 
Services. Their mandate 
is to go to the houses in 
certain areas and collect 
the waste.

“The second option is 
placing bins in certain 
areas,” Phillip said. “I’m 
not a fan of the bins be-
cause wherever they are 
placed, people indiscrimi-
nately come and throw in 
anything,” Phillip said. 
“The bins are put there for 
community households. 
We fi nd people are throw-
ing in TVs, dead dogs, 
faeces, broken glass, light 
bulbs and needles. When 
our workers go to empty 
the bins, they run the risk 
of being injured.”

The new collection model 
is intended by and large to 
address that problem, said 

the general manager.

“Hopefully, by January 
2019, SWMC will be in 
a position to do door-to-
door collection, twice 
per week, island-wide,” 
Phillip said. “For now, it 
is being tested in several 
areas and will be subse-
quently implemented 

throughout St. Kitts in 
phases.  

“The door-to-door col-
lection will be done twice 
per week, especially in 
the built-up areas.”  We 
are now doing that in 
Bird Rock, Earl Morne, 
Mattingley and the 
Camps area where the 
vans go twice per week.”

Signage will be placed in 
the areas to show the days 
and times of collection. 

“The intent [of the sig-
nage] really is to educate 
the householders as to 
when their garbage will 
be collected,” Phillip said. 
“We do not want persons 
to bring out their garbage, 
for example, in the night 
and leave it so that dogs 
or vagrants kick them 
over and then dirty the 
place. So we want to 
give persons a set time to 
bring their waste out.”

Keeping the country 
clean Everyone should 
respect for the garbage 
loaders, they take pride 
in a job that many would 
not want to do, Phillip 
noted.

Phillip described an in-
cident where an older 
woman refused let the 

garbage collector help 
her and she complained 
about his smell. Phillip 
said no one should be 
treated like that, especial-
ly when they go above 
and beyond their duty to 
do their work.

“These individuals are 
seen as only garbage col-
lectors but they are much 
more,” Phillip explained. 
“They are in fact an inte-
gral part of the country.

“If the collectors did not 
do their work, tourism 
would be negatively af-
fected. Tourists expect 

to visit a clean island. 
Collectors do an excel-
lent job in securing the 
tourism product.

“We can build two or 
three new piers, but if the 
place is dirty no one will 
visit, no cruise ship will 
come regardless of how 
many piers we build,” 
Phillip said. “People 
should respect of an in-
dividual’s employment 
choice.

“You would not want 
anyone to come on your 
job and disrespect your 
job, so we are asking 

persons to help the guys 
make their jobs simpler,” 
he said, “noting that 
people should ensure that 
their garbage is placed 
outside their gates in 
plastic bins.”

Sanitation workers are 
honoured each year by 
Pastor Lincoln Hazell’s 
Apostolic Church on 
St. Johnston’s Avenue 
in Basseterre. On Sept. 
9, the church held the 
16th Annual Sanitation 
Workers Appreciation 
Day.

Garbage collectors work as a team passing bags from the curb to the truck

Starting in January collectors will pick up garbage twice a week
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Protocol launched 
clear domestic 

violence guidelines

Sexual and domestic 
violence crimes in the 
Federation now have a 
clear set of guidelines to 
govern them. This was 
made possible by the 
recent official launch 
of the Complaint and 
Response Protocol on 
Domestic and Sexual 
Violence.

The Complaint and 
Response Protocol, 
funded by UN Women 
and the Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO), is designed to 
document key organiza-
tions in the Federation 
that provide services to 
survivors and complain-
ants of domestic and 
sexual violence.

The policy educates 
key stakeholders in the 
healthcare, education, 
childcare, social sup-
port, legal and criminal 
justice system sectors. 
It provides guidelines 
for training on the ap-
propriate procedures to 
follow when a crime of 

this nature materializes.

It addresses first re-
sponse procedures, best 
practices for law en-
forcement, emergency 
and medical services, 
social services, victim 
advocacy and legal 
action.

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Gender 
Affairs, the Honourable 
Wendy Phipps ex-
pressed her full support 
for the launch of the 
policy and said that it 
will help to strengthen 
the legislative frame-
work surrounding 
sexual and domestic 
violence crimes.

“We are hoping by this 
protocol it will then 
open the doors for more 
conversations on par-
enting, and community 
support systems that 
should be in place,” 
Minister Phipps said 
while adding that “at 
the same time [it would] 
give us the wherewithal 

as state agencies to 
strengthen what we al-
ready have in place to 
make sure that there is 
unity and collaboration 
in getting us the kind 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
where we can strongly 
say that we have a so-
cial system and infra-
structure that support 
individuals when acts of 
violence take place.”

She said there will be 
ongoing sensitization 
campaigns to remind 
persons to reinforce the 
procedures in the pro-
tocol, as it is important 
to handle these types 
of delicate situations 
appropriately.

Director of the 
Department of 
Gender Affairs, Celia 
Christopher said that, 
in 2017, the country 
recorded 353 cases 
of domestic violence. 
She also noted that the 
policy will be very im-
portant because it pro-
vides information that 

is helpful to the depart-
ment with respect to 
developing programmes 
for victims.

“The Department of 
Gender Affairs mission 
it is to ensure that wom-
en and men, boys and 
girls share equally in 
the development of the 
country,” Christopher 
said. “It is committed 
to undertake several 
programmes that are de-
signed to promote gen-
der equality.”

She quoted internation-
ally-known domestic 
abuse survivor, Tracy 
Malone, who said, 
“Domestic and sexual 
violence does not dis-
criminate. Anyone of 
any race, age, sexual 
orientation, religion or 
gender can be a victim 
or perpetrator of domes-
tic and sexual violence. 
It affects people of all 
socioeconomic back-
grounds and educational 
levels.”

Director of the Department of Gender Affairs, Celia Christopher (left) with Hon Wendy Phipps at the Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Policy Launch.
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Call 1-800-804-2994 to sign up now!

Double Salary, PAP 
announced for December 

By Monique Washington 

Government employ-
ees’ non-established 
workers, pensioners, 
and STEP employees 
are amongst those who 
will receive double 
their salary on Dec. 14. 
The Prime Minister of 

St. Kitts and Nevis and 
Minister of Finance, 
Hon Dr. Timothy Harris 
announced on Thursday 
that for the third year 
in a row government 
workers will receive 
double salary.

Speaking to the Nation 
this morning, the PM 

noted that based on the 
“excellent assessment 
of our fi scal health, 
workers can expect 
double salary on Dec. 
14.”

“The double salary will 
apply to all employ-
ees of the Federal 
Government, including 

the Government 
Auxiliary Employees 
(GAEs) or non-es-
tablishment workers; 
persons on STEP; pen-
sioners; CFBC, and 
the NIA. Statutory 
Corporations, such as 
SKELEC, SCASPA, 
NHC,” Dr. Harris said. 
The PM noted that the 

Tourism Authority.., has 
also been encouraged to 
make payments to their 
employees.

Although the PM did not 
announce what the total 
pay-out will be from the 
Federal Government for 
the December salaries, 
Premier of Nevis, Hon 
Mark Brantley previ-
ously noted that the 
NIA salary pay stands 
around $5 million per 
month which will make 
the cost of double sal-
ary $10 million or there 
about for December.

The PM also announced 
the launch of The 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) on 
Dec. 21 when the initial 
payment of $500 will be 
made to the responsible 
person in households 
that qualify for this 
support. 

“The programme is de-
signed to provide this 
special stipend of $500 
every month to vulner-
able households that 
earn less than $3,000 
per month across St. 
Kitts and Nevis. This 
is a major development 
– one of the best social 
development initiatives 
to be implemented over 
the past 30 years, and 
fulfi ls a promise made 
by our Team Unity 
Administration in the 

campaign leading up 
to the historic General 
Elections in 2015,” Dr. 
Harris said.

In addition to double 
salary and the launch-
ing of the PAP the 
Government has de-
cided to restore and pay 
the annual December 
holiday pay to the 
Government Auxiliary 
Employees (GAEs) 
or non-establishment 
workers on Dec. 14.

The PM also reminded 
residents of the duty-
free concessions which 
began on Dec. 1. The 
concession will be on 
the importation of bar-
rels and boxes of food 
stuff  up to 400 lbs. In 
addition, goods with a 
value up to US$200 or 
EC $540 will also not 
pay duty.

“Your Government con-
tinues to work hard to 
ensure that our Nation 
continues to grow from 
strength to strength and 
our entire people share 
in the benefi ts that ac-
crue to us,” Dr. Harris 
said. Good things are 
happening here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis… Our 
Nation is moving in the 
right direction. Let us all 
unite and move forward 
with our Government of 
National Unity.”

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis and Minister of 
Finance, Hon Dr. Timothy Harris
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TO OUR CUSTOMERS
As we announced on November 27, Scotiabank has entered into an agreement to sell its banking 
operations in 9 countries in the Caribbean to Republic Financial Holdings Limited. The agreement 
is subject to regulatory approvals and customary closing conditions.

Until regulatory approval is obtained and closing conditions are met and the transaction closes, 
all Scotiabank operations in these countries will continue as usual. 

Customers do not need to make any changes to their accounts, loans or other banking services 
at this time.

We are proud to have entered into this agreement with Republic - a leading financial institution 
with operations across the Caribbean that is committed to investing in the business and 
delivering enhanced financial products and services that best serve customers’ needs. 

We are confident that this agreement provides the best long-term solution for our customers. 
We will work closely with Republic to provide as smooth a transition as possible for all customers 
and employees, and, as part of the transaction, all impacted employees will join Republic.

R

Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under license.
R

MSC Preziosa 
arrives on inaugural 

visit to St. Kitts
The MSC Preziosa ar-
rived on Dec. 6 on its 
inaugural visit to the 
shores of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, making this the 
fourth first-time call for 
the 2018/2019 cruise 
season, which started in 
October.

During a brief cer-
emony to welcome the 
cruise liner, Minister of 
Tourism, the Honourable 
Lindsay Grant told the 
ship’s captain, Corrado 
Iaconis, that the coun-
try is appreciative of its 
first-time visit.  

The cruise line has 
been expanding rapidly. 
Fifteen ships are cur-
rently in its fleet and an 
additional 10 are set to 
be launched shortly. The 
ship can accommodate 

4,345 passengers and 
around 1,388 crew 
members. This is one of 
the biggest ships that the 
MSC has christened.

Minister Grant said that, 
with the installation of 
the second cruise pier at 
Port Zante, other MSC 
ships are welcome to 
visit and experience the 
island.  

“We are building a brand 
new birthing facility that 
will take two of the larg-
est ships in the world 
side-by-side. So we are 
trying to improve our 
facilities to ensure that 
when the MSC docks in 
the shores of our won-
derful island, its ships 
will not only dock at a 
fantastic port, but St. 
Kitts will welcome them 

generally to our fan-
tastic island,” said the 
minister.

The tourism minister 
said that St. Kitts will be 
welcoming this cruise 
year (2018/2019) 1.2 
million cruise passen-
gers with about 447 calls. 
He said that he hopes 
that the passengers from 
the MSC Preziosa will 
enjoy the island.

“We are really growing 
and we have a lot to of-
fer,” he said. “Really, we 
have three main things: 
our history, our culture 
and our people. We hope 
that your guests are able 
to interact with them in 
order for you to under-
stand the beauty of the 
country is in the heart of 
the people.”

Minister of Tourism, the Honourable Lindsay Grant welcomes Captain Corrado Iaconis 
to the port. 
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75 youth recognized 
for tourism 

involvement 
Youths encouraged to make 

tourism their business
By Monique Washington 

Seventy-fi ve Nevis 
youths were rec-
ognized during for 
their participation in 
tourism-activities this 
year during a ‘Tourism 
Awards Ceremony’ and 
encouraged to make 
tourism their profession 
by Minister of Tourism 
and Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley.

The award ceremony 
and luncheon was 
held on Tuesday at the 
Occasion Hall. The stu-
dents were recognized 
for for their contribu-
tion and participation in 
the Florida Caribbean 
Cruise Association 
FCCA essay and poster 
competition.

 “Tourism is every-
body’s business,” 
Brantley said.”We can’t 
do it by ourselves; it has 
to be something that 
you, the members of the 
community are engaged 
in. What better [way] to 
be engaged in the com-
munity than to work 
with students. We like 
to give great speeches 
and say our children 
are our future, I like 
to say our children are 
our present. You have 
the necessary energy 
you have the necessary 
ideas, even the younger 
students. We continue 
to see them contribute 
to the development of 
Nevis>Brantley noted 
the importance of dis-
playing manners and 
courtesy to everyone.

“A simple thing like 
good morning, good 
afternoon, thank you for 
coming to Nevis. When 
guests come here, they 
don’t only remember 

the sun, sea and moun-
tains because those are 
everywhere, they re-
member the people and 
how the people inter-
acted with them.” 

During the ceremony 
75 students participated 
in one or more tourism 
activities. The activi-
ties include the Nisbett 
Plantation Primary 
School quiz, the Bank 
of Nevis Ltd Tourism 
Youth Congress, 
Hospitality Emersion 
exercises, the radio quiz 
for Exposition Nevisfor 
high school and pri-
mary school students, 
Secondary School 
Culinary contest, FCCA 
essay and poster com-
petition and world tour-
ism talk in schools and 
radio quiz.

A number of students re-
ceived awards for their 
work in the FCCA essay 
and poster competition.

St. Kitts and Nevis is 
an FCCA-member, 
a not-for-profi t trade 

organization compris-
ing of 18-member cruise 
lines operating nearly 
200 vessels in Floridian, 
Caribbean and Latin 
American waters.

Dericia Williams a 
Gingerland Secondary 
School student won 
FCCA’s Junior Category 
for in its environmental 
poster contest and es-
say competition. Jessie 
John Raleigh of Nevis 
International High 
School emerged fi rst 
in the Senior Category. 
Jareecia Browne of the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School gained second 
place locally. 

Last year’s winner 
Alexandra Weekes 
of the Gingerland 
Secondary School 
placed fi rst place in both 
the essay and poster 
competition. Destiney 
Lowe placed second in 
the local environmental 
poster competition. 

All winners received a 
cash prize and a medal. 

Minister of Tourism and Premier of Nevis Hon Mark 
Brantley
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Living Healthy Leaders trained to 
manage chronic conditions 

Chronic conditions such 
as non-communicable 
diseases like cancer, 
diabetes and hyper-
tension have become 
more manageable since 
the introduction of the 
Ministry of Health’s 
Chronic Disease 
S e l f - M a n a g e m e n t 
Programme (CDSMP).

Stanford University’s 
CDSMP programme 
was introduced to the 
Caribbean region in 
2015. Since its introduc-
tion to the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis, 42 
Living Healthy Leaders 
have been trained.

The training process 
requires that the Living 
Healthy Leaders to 
complete a four-and-
a-half- day training 
workshop. They are 
then required to conduct 
a six-week self-man-
agement programme 

for people listed on the 
Disease Management 
Registry and/or caregiv-
ers or persons at risk.

These six-week work-
shops have been con-
ducted throughout the 
year and will continue 
into 2019. Persons in-
terested in learning how 
to manage their chronic 
conditions and reduce 
their medical costs can 
contact the Ministry 
of Health’s Health 

Promotion Unit at 869-
467-1236 or visit their 
nearby health centre to 
receive information on 
the programme. 

Certificates were pre-
sented to 25 newly 
trained leaders in the 
programme. The newly 
minted Living Healthy 
Leaders are Marlene 
Huggins-Stevens, Dr. 
Marissa Carty, Dr. 
Sharon Archibald, 
Beverlyn Prentice, 

Joseph Johnson, 
Samantha Browne, 
Mechelle Browne, 
Nadine Carty Caines, 
Michael Henville, 
Jacqueline France, 
Maria Stapleton, 
Jedalyn Lapitan, Taresa 
Maynard, Magdalena 
Watson, Roslyn Warner, 
Keith Warner, Amanda 
Caines, Eulynis Brown, 
Barbara Carey, Claudine 
Bergan Pennyfeather, 
Abi Begho, Ruth Phillip, 
Merlyn Hobson, Chere 

nAnn Weaver, and 
Novelia Nwuso. 

Special awards were 
given to Dr. Marissa 
Carty, Marlene Huggins-
Stevens and JoAnn 
Charles for their sig-
nificant contribution 
and demonstration of 
selflessness during 
their stint in the work-
shops. An “Above and 
Beyond Award” was 
also presented to Joseph 
Richardson. Health 

Planner in the Ministry 
of Health, Sylvester 
Belle said that chronic 
diseases and other 
chronic conditions have 
gradually surpassed 
communicable diseases 
as the leading cause of 
morbidity and mortal-
ity in the Federation. He 
added that, often times, 
the sufferers of these 
chronic conditions lack 
the basic skills to ade-
quately care and manage 
their own conditions.

“The Ministry of Health, 
in collaboration with 
regional partners, made 
the decision to embark 
on training programme 
aimed at empowering 
and improving care 
management skills 
for a cadre of health 
professionals and sub-
sequently individuals 
suffering with chronic 
conditions,” Belle said.

Living Healthy Leaders Receive their Certificates at Living Healthy Chronic Disease Self-Management Program Certificate Presentation and Award Ceremony
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Verchild’s High Wins 11th 
Annual Chefs’ competition

The culinary imagi-
nations of two young 
chefs, Tremayne Isaac 
and Joestan Eddy, rep-
resenting Verchilds 
High School at the 
Department of Youth’s 
11th Annual High 
School Chefs’ competi-
tion impressed the judg-
es and earned them the 
winning title. 

The final events capped 
off a competitive and 
exciting near month-
long cook-off challenge.

Six teams of two chefs 
from each public high 
school in St. Kitts partic-
ipated in the intra cook-
off on Nov. 7. At the 
Nov. 29 event, chefs had 
two-and-a-half hours to 
prepare and plate a main 
course and desert, and 
prepare a signature local 

drink. The judges had a 
keen eye for detail and a 
critical palate for taste.

Minister of Youth 
Empowerment, the 
Honourable Shawn 
Richards, congratulated 
the participants and en-
couraged them to con-
tinue enhancing their 
skills.

“Congratulations to all 
the students,” Richards 
said. “In a real way you 
see young people being 
involved and given the 
opportunity to showcase 
their skills. “The compe-
tition provides an excel-
lent training ground for 
preparing future profes-
sional chefs.”

Richards told the stu-
dents that they are all 
winners and should be 

proud of themselves. 
The minister said he 
is very proud of the 
work they showcased. 

Saddlers Secondary 
School chefs were 
awarded the first-run-
ner up position, while 

Washington Archibald 
High School chefs came 
in second. Other par-
ticipating schools were 

Basseterre High, Cayon 
High and Charles E. 
Mills Secondary.

Minister Richards along with staff of the Department of Youth Empowerment pose with the cooking competition par-
ticipants.

Minister of Youth Empowerment Shawn Richards pre-
sents prizes to teachers of the winning schools

Verchilds High School chefs display their creative 
dishes

Minister Richards congratulates the winners from Verchilds 
High School, Tremayne Isaac (left) and Joestan Eddy

Amnesty to remove derelict 
vehicles ends Dec. 31

Owners of derelict 
vehicles are being en-
couraged by Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation (SWMC) 
in St. Kitts to use the 
remainder of the Dec. 1 
to 31 amnesty period to 
dispose of vehicles at 
the Conaree Landfill, 
free of charge.

“We are hoping that 

persons will take ad-
vantage of this pro-
gramme. Derelict 
vehicles are really 
a problem for the 
country,” SWMC 
Collections Manager, 
Inita Lake said. “They 
provide a home for ro-
dents, mosquitoes and 
stashes of illegal items. 
People do all manner of 
evil in derelict vehicles; 

we are trying to do our 
best to combat this.”

The amnesty period 
began on Oct. 1. After 
Dec. 31, removal orders 
will be served.

“We have a procedure. A 
derelict vehicle is like 
garbage,” Collections 
Officer Tyasha Henry 
explained. “We can 

give them a removal 
order. The same pro-
cess we use for gar-
bage can be applied to 
derelict vehicles.

“Before a removal or-
der is served a discus-
sion will take place 
with the owner to ne-
gotiate how much time 
is needed to remove 
the vehicles. If they 

fail to remove derelict 
vehicles within the 
requested timeframe 
a summons ranging 
from EC $500 to EC 
$20,000 can result.”

After January 1, 
2019, SWMC General 
Manager Keithley 
Phillip said his orga-
nization, including 
litter wardens, will 

work closely with the 
police to commence 
the ticketing process 
to require owners re-
move their derelict ve-
hicles from the streets. 
He reiterated people 
should use the am-
nesty period to avoid 
being ticketed.
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Report: Antigua and Barbuda national 
set to take helm of Crime Forensics Lab

A new head of the St 
Kitts and Nevis Crime 
Forenics Lab has been 
hired from Antigua and 
Barbuda, according to a 
report on Kyss Online.

The website reported 
that Latoya Lake has 
been hired for the role 
which was set to begin 
on Dec. 1. 

The news could not be 
confirmed by The St 
Kitts Nevis Observer as 
of press time.

The lab is nearing 
completion and is set to 
open soon as of April of 
this year.

The facility, located on 
the compound that hosts 
the Tabernacle Police 
Station, was construct-
ed by a number of local 
contractors operating 

under Clive Bickram of 
Clever Solutions Ltd., 
based in Trinidad.

Work on the physical 
infrastructure began in 
November 2017 and 
based on the demand to 
complete the lab within 
a specific timeframe, a 

decision was made to 
use containers that can 
be easily sealed and that 
provide a solid structure 
that is in keeping with 
international standing.

“The building gives 
good structural nature 
in terms of it being 

steel and it gives good 
support in terms of the 
equipment and the level 
of [specialized] equip-
ment that we have in 
the building,”  Bickram 
explained, noting that 
these include machines 
for fingerprint and fire-
arms testing, forensic 

lights, air drying cabi-
nets and more.

The laboratories and 
t ra ining-conference 
room contained in the 
building are quite spa-
cious and the layout fa-
cilitates efficiency and 
ease of movement. The 
building is firmly em-
bedded with a 14-inch 
concrete foundation and 
can withstand extreme 
weather conditions, 
including 120 mile-per-
hour hurricane-force 
winds. A sophisticated 
surveillance system 
with appropriate mea-
sures will enhance the 
security of the facility.

Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security the Honourable 
Dr. Timothy Harris has 
made upgrading the fo-
rensic capabilities of the 

police force a priority 
for his government and 
has invested signifi-
cantly in enhancing the 
knowledge and skills of 
the officers and civilian 
staff. He has also shown 
a keen interest in the 
construction of the new 
police lab.

“Every morning he will 
pass and [ask] about 
the project,” Bickram 
stated. “He stops, shows 
a friendly face and gives 
his input. He’s very 
hands on.”

Such an interest reso-
nates well with the 
workers. “When you see 
a government official is 
actually on the site with 
the workers, it gives 
them a very high mo-
rale and will positively 
impact the project,” 
Bickram concluded.
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Citing strong finances, Harris announces 
double salaries for public sector workers

Citing the financial 
good health of the 
Federation ahead of 
Budget Day next week, 
Prime Minister Timothy 
Harris has announced a 
double salary for gov-
ernment workers on 
Dec 14. 

Harris made the an-
nouncement as part 
of a speech given on 
Thursday which was 
broadcast nation-wide. 
The text of the speech 
follows:

“My Fellow Citizens 
and residents, I am 
pleased to address you 
today on some impor-
tant matters of state, 
which I am sure will af-
fect you positively. And 
as we draw closer to the 
yuletide season celebra-
tions during which we 
experience so much joy 
and excitement, I bring 
you only good news.

“As we approach Budget 
Day, which will be on 
Wednesday, December 
12th this year, I would 
like to report to you that 
the economic and fiscal 
house of our beloved 
Federation is at its all-
time best. The prospects 
for our economy in 
2019, and the medium 
term, are for continued 
positive above-average 
economic growth.

“This will be the fourth 
year in a row under our 
Administration that the 
Country would have re-
corded positive growth. 
The healthy fiscal posi-
tion of the Government 
indicates that we have 
achieved the best ever 
debt-to-GDP ratio over 
the past twenty-five (25) 
years. We have posted 
a surplus on the recur-
rent account, a surplus 
on our overall account, 
and the primary balance 
attests to the fiscal and 
economic well-being of 
St. Kitts and Nevis.

“As a result, my Fellow 
Citizens and residents, 
my Government is 

happy to announce the 
following measures, 
which we hope will 
bring a sense of well-
being and enhance the 
lives of many of our 
citizens and residents at 
this time:

“The Poverty 
Alleviation Programme 
(PAP) will be launched 
on December 21st, 2018 
when the initial payment 
of $500 will be made to 
the responsible person 
in those households that 
qualify for this support. 
The programme is de-
signed to provide this 
special stipend of $500 
every month to vulner-
able households that 
earn less than $3000 per 
month across St. Kitts 
and Nevis. 

“This is a major devel-
opment – one of the 
best social development 
initiatives to be imple-
mented over the past 30 
years, and fulfils a prom-
ise made by our Team 
Unity Administration in 
the campaign leading up 
to the historic General 

Elections in 2015.

“I must congratulate the 
Ministries of Sustainable 
Development and Social 
Development in the 
Federal Government, 
the Nevis Island 
Administration, and the 
Caribbean Credit Card 
Corporation (4Cs) on 
the work they have done 
together to implement 
this most significant 
safety net for the poor 
and disadvantaged in 
our communities.

“The Cabinet of 
Ministers, of which I 
have the privilege of 
being the Chairman, 
has considered and de-
termined, based on the 
excellent assessment of 
our fiscal health, that 
Government employees 
will receive, for a third 
year in a row, a double 
salary on December 14.

“The double salary will 
apply to all employ-
ees of the Federal 
Government, includ-
ing the Government 
Auxiliary Employees 

(GAEs) or non-es-
tablishment workers; 
persons on STEP; pen-
sioners; CFBC, and 
the NIA. Statutory 
Corporations, such as 
SKELEC, SCASPA, 
NHC, the Tourism 
Authority, etc., have 
also been encouraged to 
make payments to their 
employees.

“I want to encourage all 
public servants to work 
more diligently and 
produce more, to dem-
onstrate greater loy-
alty to the Government 
and people of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, and com-
mit themselves to give 
honest, courteous and 
professional service to 
the taxpayers of this 
Country who pay their 
salaries.

“My Government 
brings further good tid-
ings and announces 
that we have decided to 
restore and pay the an-
nual December holiday 
pay to the Government 
Auxiliary Employees 
(GAEs) or non-estab-
lishment workers on 
December 14th this 
year. 

“The annual holiday 
pay, paid during the 
month of December, had 
been stopped abruptly 
some years ago by the 
previous Administration 
on the pretext that the 
workers would become 
a part of the pension-
able establishment. 
Unfortunately, this was 
never done for our non-
establishment workers. 
Last year, we said that 
we would correct this 
injustice inflicted on 
our non-establishment 
workers, as we work 
to make them a part 
of the pensionable 
establishment.

“My Government has 
engaged a well-known 
actuary to advise us 
on this matter. We 
have formed a diverse 
Committee, chaired by 
the Government’s Chief 

Personnel Officer and 
including GAE repre-
sentation, to consult 
and work to achieve 
this desired goal, to en-
sure non-establishment 
workers attain the el-
evated status of pen-
sionable employees of 
the Government. But, 
in the meantime, GAE 
holiday pay will be paid 
on December 14th. A 
promise made, a prom-
ise kept! 

“I also want to report 
that during the month 
of December, as was 
done last year, our citi-
zens and residents can 
look forward to benefit 
from duty-free conces-
sions on the importation 
of barrels and boxes 
of food stuff up to 400 
lbs. In addition, goods 
with a value up to US 
$200 or EC $540 will 
also attract no duty. 
Your Government con-
tinues to work hard to 
ensure that our Nation 
continues to grow from 
strength to strength and 
all our people share in 
the benefits that accrue 
to us. Good things are 
happening here in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

“On Tuesday morning 
next, we will welcome 
to our shores the larg-
est tourist vessel in the 
World that is Symphony 
of the Seas. We invite 
all to witness it and be a 
part of this momentous 
and historic event in the 
Basseterre harbour, as 
this cruise ship docks 
at 8.30 in the morning. 
The good news does not 
end here.

“Later that Tuesday 
afternoon, we also in-
vite you to the official 
opening of the new East 
Bus Line Terminal on 
Wellington Road as we 
continue to make sig-
nificant improvements 
in our transportation 
system. This new termi-
nal has already attracted 
rave reviews from our 
citizens at home and 
abroad, impressed as 

they are by the sheer 
beauty of the facility 
and the enhanced con-
venience and protection 
afforded to members of 
the travelling public. 
Good things are hap-
pening here in St. Kitts. 

“The fantastic imagery 
of Fort Street, now co-
lourfully lit up, has been 
applauded by many. 
I am happy to report 
that we will pay par-
ticular attention to the 
Independence Square 
and will enhance the 
lighting there, beckon-
ing others to the sacred 
historical grounds of 
our forebears and how 
we, their heirs and suc-
cessors, have consecrat-
ed our future and moved 
from the periphery of 
development to become 
the creators of our path-
ways to development 
using our creativity and 
ingenuity. It is amazing 
what wonderful things 
are happening on this 
our beloved land of 
birth and residence.

“As we approach this 
yuletide season, our 
people must give thanks 
to the Almighty for the 
wondrous things He has 
done for us. We have 
been spared so far from 
any major natural disas-
ters, such as hurricanes, 
floods or earthquakes. 

“I thank God for the 
many good things he 
has bestowed on our 
people, and I thank 
him for favouring my 
Government with the 
wisdom and the fore-
sight to be prudent in 
our management of the 
people’s affairs. We ask 
His blessings in provid-
ing for the continuing 
forward movement and 
progress of our Nation. 
Our Nation is moving 
in the right direction. 
Let us all unite and 
move forward with our 
Government of National 
Unity. 

“To God be the Glory! I 
Thank You.”

Prime Minister Timothy Harris
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Vacancy

Smart Electronics is 
seeking one cellphone/ 
laptop technician with 
8 years experiencs. 
Must be bilingual. 
Call 466 4271

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  R

Vacancy

Fresh Prince Looking 
For Bender Specialize 
in Re- Bar Bending
Contact : 6649317

Vacancy

Octagon
Needs Kitchen 
Assistant
Contact: 469-0673

Vacancy
House Keeper
Contact :669-2212

Vacancy
Juana Boutique 
Needs 1 Seller
Contact: 6656682

Vacancy

Clayponn 
Construction 
Needs a Cleaner 
Contact: 765 9831

Vacancy

Shara Beauty Salon 
Needs 1 Styler & 
Barber Contact: 
6658610

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Sunil Gehani Now residing in # 8 
Calypso Frigate Bay in the town or 
Village of St.kitts do hereby give you 
notice  That it is my intention to apply 
on 16th Day of November 2018 next 
to the District Magistrate 

At Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises 
in Former Funky  Monkey Building 
Street in Nelson Spring Road

Dated this 16th  day of November, 
2018.

Signed: Sunil Gehani

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Verlyn David Now residing at 
Marion’s Avenue Street in the town or  

Village of St. Paul’s Parish do hereby 
give you notice That it is my inten-
tion to apply on  November 15th 
2018 next to the District Magistrate 
At Charlestown for a Retail 
Liquor Licence In respect of my

Premises in Charlestown 
Street in Happy Hill Drive

Dated this 11/15/18 day 
of Nov 15, 2018

Signed: VDavid

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Dornette Huggins Now residing 
in St Georges Street  in the town 
or Village of Rawlins Gingerland 
do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to apply 
on 23rd November 2018 Day of 
November 2018  next to the District 
Magistrate  At Charlestown for a 
Liquor Licence in respect of my 

Premises in St Georges Street  
in Rawlins Gingerland

Dated this 23rd day ofNovember 2018.

Signed: Donette Huggins

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Sophia M Rowe Now residing in 
Pinney’s Street in the town or

 Village of Charlestown do hereby give 
you notice That it is my intention to 
apply on Liquor Licence

Day of November next to the District 
Magistrate At Charlestown for a 
Snack & Bar Licence in respect of 
my Premises in Chapel Street in 
Charlestown

Dated this 12th  day of November, 
2018.

Signed: Sophia Rowe

Vacancy                   

Best Deal Construction

One Labourer

Contact :663-6865

Vacancy

Elroy’s Maintenance 
Maintenance Worker 
Contact: 667-3725

Vacancy

Looking For 
International 
Experience In House 
Keeper/Assistant 
Minimun of 5 
Years Experience

Contact: 
817-776-5334

Vacancy

Restaurant-
Lemongrass
Position-Chef 
de partie
Cuisine- Authentic 
Indian Food & 
Continental food.
Experience- 
Minimum 4 years
Contact- 465-0143 
or 763-6100

For Rent

Apartment For Rent 
Ramsbury Site

Contact: 663-
2122/ 760-2308

Vacancy

Two Chef         
Contact: 665-7268

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tailoring
Needs One Tailor
Contact: 665-9708

Vacancy

Gaming  Cordinator

Contact: 665-2111

Vacancy

Qualified Project 
Manager

With over 10 years 
experience

Contact 663-6877

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

FULLY FURNISH 
ONE BEDROOM 
APARTMENT

PARADISE ESTATE

CONTACT: 

663-6296/ 760-0482

Vacancy 

T&T LANDSCAPING
Male or Female
Contact: 663-5357

Vacancy 

Wanted Mechanic, 
Welder And Truck 
Driver At A&A Heavy 
Equipment Rentals

Contact: 661-2977

Vacancy 

Prem Sukh Tailoring

Needs One Tailor

Contact: 665-9708Vacancy

Hair + .Com African 
Fashion Designer

Contact: 469-2174

Vacancy 

3 Bedrooms, 2 
Bathrooms, Hot & Cold 
Water, Fully Furnish,

Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy

Yatchtsman Grill 
Restaurant
Needs Sous Chef
Local Restaurant looking 
for Sous Chef. Minimum 
10 years and more 
experience as a chef
Preferable in hotel 
environment, must have 
professional experience 
with international cuisine
Must be able to work 
weekends and holidays.
To apply call: 
(813)321-0955

Job opportunity 

We at the Coffee Shop 
are hiring Barista with 
minimum 2 years 
experience in mak-
ing different types of 
coffee and smoothies 
Must be friendly, 
honest and trustworthy 
with a high standard of 
customer service skills 
, knowledge and asset.

Contact: Yacht Club 
Coffee Shop
 Port Zante, St.Kitts 

Tel: 466 9993 
/ 660 1808

House For Rent

Three Bedroom 
Colquhoun 
Estate Nevis

Contact :664-4298

Beauty Inside 
Out (Boutique 
Salon & Spa)

Requirement: 
Experienced Male - 
Female Candidates 
(Beauticians, Nail 
Technicians, Facials, 
Eyelash Extensions, 
Make Up Artists, micro 
Blading, skin care, 
Threading, Manicure/
Pedicure, Waxing, 
Spa therapists).

Contact: dimple@
beautyinsideout.salon

VACANCY

Bananas is looking for a General Manager.  
Qualifications must include:

Prior experience in a similar F&B position

Strong knowledge of excel, POS systems, and social media marketing

Ability to provide a minimum of 3 character/employment references

Strong leaderships skills & customer service excellence

To apply, please email your resume to gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com
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Premier Brantley presents 
$269.95million tax-free budget

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Finance, 
presented the Nevis 
Island Administration’s 
(NIA) $269.95million 
tax-free budget, when 
he delivered the 2019 
Budget Address in more 
than two hours at a sit-
ting of the Nevis Island 
Assembly on Dec. 5.

With the theme 
“Harnessing the syner-
gies of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship while 
increasing Global 
Competitiveness to 
achieve our Socio-
economic Goals,” Mr. 
Brantley said the budget 
represents an increase of 
18.75 percent over the 
2018 budget estimates.

“We have allocated the 
amount of $180.75 mil-
lion to recurrent spend-
ing, an 11.5 percent 
increase in recurrent 

spending when com-
pared to the fiscal year 
2018.

“This increase is main-
ly as a result of the 
need to make a provi-
sion in our recurrent 
budget for Principal 
Repayment on Treasury 
Bills held on behalf of 
the British American 
Insurance Company. 
The full amount of these 
Treasury Bills, amount-
ing to $11.24 million, 
is due and payable by 
December 31, 2019,” he 
said.

Brantley added that pro-
visions for the enhance-
ment of the healthcare 
system on Nevis are 
also responsible for the 
increase.

With regard to revenue 
collection, the Minister 
of Finance noted that 
the administration is 

projecting to collect 
$137.78 million in 

Recurrent Revenue, 
which is on par with the 
projected revenue col-
lections for the 2018 fis-
cal period. He added the 
administration would 
aggressively enforce the 
collection of existing 
taxes due.

An additional amount 
of $30 million is ex-
pected from revenue 
generated from Passport 
Processing Fees un-
der the Citizen by 
Investment Programme 
for St. Kitts and Nevis.

The combined total 
Recurrent Revenue is 
projected at $167.78 
million for the upcom-
ing 2019 fiscal period 
as compared to $180.75 
million in 2018. It repre-
sents a deficit on the re-
current budget of $12.97 
million. 

For Capital Expenditure, 
$89.20 million has been 
allocated, which rep-
resents a 37.85 percent 
increase over the alloca-
tion for the fiscal year 
2018.

The key areas for major 
allocations are the Office 
of the Premier - $9.65 

million, representing 
3.56 percent of the to-
tal budget; Ministry 
of Finance - $92.89 
million, representing 
34.41 percent of the 
total budget; Ministry 
of Communication 
and Works - $51.44 
million, representing 
19.06 percent of the 
total budget; Ministry 
of Health and Gender 
Affairs - $37.27 million, 
representing 13.81 per-
cent of the total budget; 
Ministry of Education, 
Library Services and 
Information Technology 
- $34.98 million, repre-
senting 12.96 percent 
of the total budget; 
Ministry of Social 
Development, Youth and 
Sports - $21.89 million, 
representing 8.11 per-
cent of the total budget; 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Lands, Housing, Co-
operatives and Disaster 
Management - $10.57 
million, representing 
4.0 percent of the total 
budget.

Brantley explained that 
the increase is largely 
due to the allocation 
of funding to complete 
construction works on 
the Alexandra Hospital 

Expansion Project; the 
completion of works on 
the Brown Hill Road 
Rehabilitation Project 
along with provisions 
for rehabilitation works 
on the Island Main 
Road from Newcastle to 
Cotton Ground.

Funding for the capital 
budget will come from 
loan funding from the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB), disburse-
ments from the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Fund (SIDF), the 
Hurricane Relief Fund, 
the Sustainable Growth 
Fund and other grant 
funding.

In addition, he stated 
that the administration 
would seek loan fund-
ing from other financial 
entities at concessionary 
rates not exceeding 3.5 
percent per annum to 
complete the funding for 
the capital works.

The NIA has also em-
barked on what Brantley 
described as an inno-
vative debt-swapping 
initiative in which it in-
tends to substitute high 
cost debt for lower cost 
debt.

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of Finance, in the Nevis Island Administration delivering the 
Budget Address at a sitting of the Nevis Island Assembly on December 05, 2018, while President of the Assembly 

Hon. Farrel Smithen looks on
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National Gender Equality Policy launched
A National Gender 
Policy plan to integrate 
gender equality and eq-
uity concerns in every 
sector of the Federation 
seeks to determine the 
role of state and non-
state actors in the pur-
suit of gender justice.

The Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, in 
collaboration with the 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Commission 
for the United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), has joined 
others in the inter-
national community 
to launch a National 
Gender Equality Policy.

The launch that 
took place under the 
theme “Enhancing 
Development through 
Gender Equality,” advo-
cates for non-discrim-
ination on the grounds 
of sex.

Project Consultant, 
Ingrid Charles-Gumbs 
said that in 2014, the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank funded a study 
in St. Kitts called the 
“Gender Equality Study. 
One of the recommen-
dations that came out 

of the study was the 
preparation of a Gender 
Policy as a matter of ur-
gency and priority. 

“The general objective 
of the gender policy 
is to provide a frame-
work that will assist 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis in fa-
cilitating gender equal-
ity and empowerment,” 
Charles-Gumbs said. 
“The policy will be 
broken down into two 
parts, which are gender 
mainstreaming and gen-
der setting.

“Gender mainstream-
ing will ensure that 
gender issues are ad-
dressed within the 
existing development 
strategies and pro-
grammes. Gender 
setting will seek to 
transform the existing 
agenda through the sys-
tematic application of a 
gender perspective.

Charles-Gumbs pointed 
out seven other strat-
egies: gender sen-
sitization; training; 
promotion; public own-
ership of the policy; 
data desegregation; 
promoting women’s 
empowerment and 
gender equality; and 

establishing a gender 
responsive, monitoring 
and evaluating mecha-
nism within government 
and other agencies.”

She quoted the late 
United Nations’ 
Secretary General, 
Kofi Annan who said, 
“Gender equality is 
more than a goal in it-
self. It is a precondition 

for meeting the chal-
lenge of reducing 
poverty, promoting 
sustainable develop-
ment and building good 
governance.”

Minister of State with re-
sponsibility for Gender 
Affairs, the Honourable 
Wendy Phipps com-
mended UNESCO for 
its continued support 

and funding of the pol-
icy consultation and 
wished it every success.

“I wish the consulta-
tive process every suc-
cess,” Phipps said. “The 
Ministry of Gender 
Affairs is fully com-
mitted to the task…we 
will work to strengthen 
our relationships with 
UNESCO and other 

like-minded agencies. 

“Wherever possible we 
will achieve what we 
need to get St. Kitts and 
Nevis on the map. “Our 
goals and ambitions are 
to maintain and ensure 
women and men play 
their role in the develop-
ment of this country for 
the sustainable future.”

National Gender Policy issues are discussed by (left to right) Ministerof State with Responsibility Affairs in Nevis, Hon 
Hazel Brandy-Williams; Secretary General for the St. Kitts and Nevis National Commission for UNESCO; Represent-
ative from UN Woman Multi-Country Office, Ms. Alison McLean; and Minister of State with Responsibility for Gender 

Affairs in St. Kitts, Hon Wendy Phipps

Civil aviation officers lead anti-
terrorism training in Dominica

Two St. Kitts and Nevis 
Civil Aviation officers 
led an international anti-
terrorism training pro-
gramme in Dominica 
this past week.

Royston Griffin and 
Arthnel Jordon, have 
been in Dominica 
since Monday provid-
ing screener training to 
the Dominica Air and 
Sea Ports Authority 
(DAPSA). The training 
concludes  on Friday.

The training will fo-
cus on screening as 
the “first line defense 
against terrorism in 
international aviation.” 

“Screeners’ ability to 
detect threat items us-
ing x-ray machines, 
metal detection por-
tals, physical search 
techniques and explo-
sive trace detection 
technologies will be 
greatly enhanced.

The training was re-
quested by DASPA last 
year, but plans had to 
be postponed due to 
hurricanes Irma and 
Maria on Dominica 
and the surrounding 
islands.

Griffin has about 10 
years experience work-
ing in the  aviation 

field as an inspector 
and civil aviation of-
ficer on St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Jordon is also 
an inspector and train-
er with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and 
Aviation.

Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Aviation 
Mark Brantley said he 
was “extremely proud” 
of Griffin and Jordon 
“and for the fact that 
the region has consid-
ered our officers as 
sufficiently qualified 
and competent to con-
duct training in their 
territory.” Dominican international anti-terrorism training programme class participants, (left to right) 

Instructors Arthnel Jordon and Royston Griffin; and DASPA Chairman, Phoenix Belfield.
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Four Season’s renovation to 
leave 400 unemployed

By Monique Washington

The Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis will close 
for four months next 
summer for a $40 mil-
lion refurbishment and 
update, leaving 400 
workers unemployed.

The Premier of Nevis, 
Hon Mark Brantley 
announced the re-
sort’s closure on dur-
ing the sitting of the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
The Premier noted 
that the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
“negotiated in good 
faith” with the new 
owners that the work-
ers continued employ-
ment was paramount 
and that the Resort 
must remain opera-
tional during the reno-
vation. Brantley said 
that it was agreed that 

the hotel remained 
open   during the first 
phase of massive con-
struction work this 
year.

The Resort is 

scheduled to close 
from June 1, 2019. The 
refurbishing work will 
continue through July, 
August and September. 
The reopening would 
take place in October, 

2019. Brantley noted 
that despite the NIA 
and the Four Seasons’ 
best intentions not to 
close the resort during 
construction, negative 
reviews from  guests 
made the  owners re-
consider.  “I am ad-
vised that the guests 
who stayed at the 
hotel during this past 
year whilst construc-
tion has been ongoing 
have complained bit-
terly and have written 
many negative reviews 
on the hotel. This has 
caused considerable 
reputational damage 
to the hotel, its luxury 
brand and to the is-
land of Nevis. The 
construction planned 
in 2019 involves even 
greater work in terms 
of demolition and re-
construction in the 
central areas of the ho-
tel.” The $40 million 
upgrade will include 
refurbishing all rooms, 
developing new park-
ing, a new reception 
area, a new entrance, 
new restaurants, a new 
pool, extension to the 
pier, beach protection 
work and several other 
significant back-of-
house improvements.

The premier said ap-
proximately 400 hotel 
employees of 730 will 
be impacted.Brantley 
said  the NIA has 

negotiated with Four 
Seasons to agree that 
during the closure they 
(FS) will pay to affect-
ed workers 25 percent 
of their normal sala-
ries while the resort 
is closed. The money 
will be paid regardless 
of whether workers 
obtain temporary work 
elsewhere during that 
period. 

Brantley said that from 
December 2018 to 
May, 2019 will have 
the highest occupancy 
and the highest room 
rates in the hotel’s 
history and  workers 
should save during 
their ‘period of plenty.’ 

“That means that work-
ers will see consider-
able earnings over the 
next several months 
as they benefit from 
significant service 
charges,” Brantley ex-
plained.” I am asking 
workers to save their 
money. 

That ensure that the 
windfall that they will 
get over this tourism 
season is not wasted 
as they now know that 
come June, 2019 there 
will be a closure for 
four months. I urge 
them to work as many 
hours as they can to 
ensure they maximize 
their earnings during 

this period of plenty.”

Brantley noted that his 
Cabinet plans to meet 
with the Chamber of 
Commerce to urge 
them to expand their 
employment offerings 
to affected workers 
during this period. He 
said they plan to meet 
with banks to negotiate 
a reprieve for affected 
workers on car loans, 
mortgage and other 
commitments during 
this period.

Brantley noted that the 
closure will cause a 
great hit to the Nevis 
economy.

“This is neverthe-
less unwelcome news 
for the workers, their 
families and for all 
of Nevis,” Brantley 
said. “Our Ministry of 
Finance has calculated 
conservatively that we 
are likely to lose $1.76 
million in 2019.

“My government is 
committed to ensuring 
that the negative im-
pact of this four- month 
closure is minimized 
and our people are pro-
tected. We say that our 
‘People Matter Most’ 
and intend to continue 
our commitment to our 
people at all times and 
in all that we do,” he 
concluded. 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 07th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:20

Tertiary-level education to keep 
economy moving forward

Tertiary-level educa-
tion is being targeted 
to play a key role in 
the Federation’s ex-
pansion plan to keep 
the economy moving 
forward, according to 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris.

“We are open to wel-
coming more schools of 
learning, more partici-
pants in the purveying 
of quality education in 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
Prime Minister Harris 
said, while delivering 
remarks during a Nov. 
29 breakfast meet-
ing hosted by Adtalem 
Global Education Inc, 
the parent company of 
Ross University School 
of Veterinary Medicine 
(RUSVM).

RUSVM has been based 
in St. Kitts since 1983. 

Since then, it has gradu-
ated roughly 5,000 vet-
erinarians who work 
around the world. 

“We have had a long 
experience and we have 
learned quite a lot about 
the support mechanisms 
that are required,” Dr. 
Harris said. “This al-
lows us to competently 
deal with the issues that 
arise from the purvey-
ing of quality educa-
tion in our beloved 
Federation.”

Prime Minister Harris 
commended Ross 
University for “pioneer-
ing in this arena and for 
the longevity associated 
with its stay with us over 
35 years and counting.”

“It has been a very ben-
eficial experience on 
both sides,” Dr. Harris 
noted. “Ross has stood 

here because the people 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
from day one, stood be-
side and provided sup-
port to the investment 
of Ross in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Ross has expand-
ed its engagement in 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
has over time become 
a model of a corporate 
personality with a social 
conscience.”

In July 2018, Ross 
University School of 
Veterinary Medicine 
expanded its research 
footprint in St. Kitts 
and Nevis by opening 
a US $10.5 million-
dollar Biosafety Level 
2 (BSL-2) Research and 
Pathology building.

Ross University has 
provided more than 
$3.1 million in scholar-
ships to St. Kitts and 
Nevis nationals since 

2014, noted President 
of Adtalem Global 
Education Medical and 
Healthcare Vertical, Ms. 
Kathy Boden Holland.

According to the Prime 
Minister, St. Kitts 
and Nevis currently 

boasts a foreign student 
base of close to 5,000 
people at the Ross 
University School of 
Veterinary Medicine, 
Windsor University 
School of Medicine, 
the International 
University of the Health 

Sciences (IUHS), the 
Medical University 
of the Americas in 
Nevis, the University 
of Medicine and Health 
Sciences, among other 
institutions.

Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine
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Single-use plastic issues 
discussed in Poland

National issues related 
to single-use plastics, 
adding that in St. Kitts 
and Nevis plastics were 
discussed by Federation 
representatives meeting 
in Kotowice, Poland 
at an event called 
“Community Based 
Adaptation in Islands: 
Recycling Plastic 
to Mitigate Climate 
Change.”

The Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis in col-
laboration in the event 
with the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) on  Dec. 
4, as part of an activity 
of the 24th Conference 
of the Parties (COP24).

St. Kitts and Nevis 
is represented by 
Cheryl Jeff ers, 
Conservation Offi  cer 
and Derionne Edmeade, 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Education Offi  cer. 

Commenting on the 
event, Ms. Jeff ers noted 
that, “The session ex-
amined the partnership 
schemes in islands that 

can help to build resil-
ience of ecosystems, 
through community 
awareness and liveli-
hood sustainability 

recycling programmes.”

The conservation offi  cer 
expressed thanks to the 
government and people 
of Taiwan for the sup-
port provided thus far. 
She reminded the audi-
ence that “coastal areas 
and ecosystems of is-
lands are highly vulner-
able to climate change 
and, as such, partner-
ships such as these are 
highly welcomed.”

She used the opportu-
nity to briefl y highlight 
the national issues re-
lated to single-use plas-
tics, adding that in St. 
Kitts and Nevis plastics 
have been identifi ed as 
an emerging problem.

“The increase in the use 
of single-use plastics 
has led to an increase in 
the amount of plastics 
being deposited on our 
coasts and in our marine 
environment. The solu-
tion to breaking our ad-
diction to plastic lies in a 
multi-faceted approach 
with a combination of 
public awareness and 
policy action,” she said. 
“The solution to solve 
the plastic problem will 
lie in a multi-country 
approach to tackle a 
problem that is similar 
across the region. It 
is recognized that the 

solution to the reduc-
tion of plastic use and 
disposal in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and our region, 
will not be a simple one 
nor will it be short term 
and, as such, long-term 
planning will therefore 
be critical if we are to be 
successful.”

The conference, which 
runs through Dec. 14, is 

being hailed as a “Paris 
2.0” and the most im-
portant Conference of 
the Parties since COP21 
(2015), where the Paris 
Agreement was adopted. 
The Paris Agreement 
entered into force on 
November 04, 2016, and 
at this conference Parties 
are expected to complete 
the mandate agreed in 
2016 to adopt the rules, 
modalities and proce-
dures necessary for its 
implementation.

The Taiwanese del-
egation comprised Dr. 
Eugene Chien, Chairman 
of Taiwan Institute for 
Sustainable Energy; 
Szu-Chi Kao, Director 
and Research Fellow; 
I-Chan Cheng, Deputy 
Secretary General from 
Environmental Quality 
P r o t e c t i o n 
Foundation; Alex 
Shyy, Deputy Secretary 
General for International 
Cooperation and 
Development Fund 
( Taiwan ICDF), 
and Yuh-Ming Lee, 
Secretary General, 
Center for Cooperate 
Sustainability.

Delegates, (left to right) Szu-Chi Kao; Alex Shyy; Dr. Eugene Chien; Cheryl Jeff ers; Dr. Yuh-Ming Lee; and I-Chan 
Cheng

Federation representatives Conservation Offi  cer Cheryl 
Jeff ers and Environmental Education Offi  cer Derionne 

Edmeade
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Weather station project to reduce 
farm disaster damage

As the Ministry of 
Agriculture strives to 
ensure food security, 
Agricultural Weather 
Stations were launched 
at Needsmust, on Nov. 
30, to help forecast the 
ever-changing weather 
conditions to benefit 
farmers.

This project aims to 
help agricultural agen-
cies link agricultural 
activity with meteoro-
logical data, provid-
ing farmers with early 
warnings of weather 
variations. As a result, 
farmers will also be 
able to immediately re-
ceive technical recom-
mendations to adjust 
their cultivation mod-
els and reduce disaster 
damage.

“We all know that the 
climate is changing 
and weather patterns 
are changing,” said 
the Honourable Tom 
Lee, Ambassador of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan). “St. Kitts 

and Nevis and Taiwan 
are island countries 
that are susceptible to 
extreme weather.

“It is important for 
both countries to learn 
how to adapt to ex-
treme weather… coun-
tries with the ability to 
adapt will be the win-
ners in the future,” he 
said. 

“As Taiwan is a strong 
ally to St. Kitts and 
Nevis, we are willing 
to share our experi-
ence in this area. We 
launched this proj-
ect [SKN Enhancing 
Agricultural Adaptive 
Capacity to Climate 
Variability Project] 
last year with the [aim] 
to help St. Kitts and 
Nevis to enhance its 
agricultural adaptive 
capacities.”

According to Lee, 
there will be three sta-
tions in St. Kitts and 
one in Nevis, which 
can transmit accurate 

agricultural meteoro-
logical data directly 
from the stations.

“Due to the changing 
climate it is impor-
tant for St. Kitts and 
Nevis to formulate 
an adaptation pro-
gramme,” Minister 
of Agriculture, the 
Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton explained. 
“The country urgently 
needs to pursue tech-
nical training, as well 
as research capacity 
building and profes-
sional consultation 
for such an adaptation 
programme

“For information to 
flow smoothly from 
production to applica-
tion, meteorological 
data has to be converted 
into crop disaster pre-
vention information. 
This will help farmers 
with disaster preven-
tion through appro-
priate dissemination 
channels.” The type of 
data gathered includes 

temperature, humidity, 
rainfall, sunshine and 
soil moisture content 
in accordance with the 
meteorological needs 
of the agricultural 
industry.

“This is another step 
in building capac-
ity so that farmers can 
produce with greater 
predictability, and our 
food security waste 

will be significantly 
reduced as a result,” 
said the minister.

Minister Hamilton said 
the project is expected 
to cover a period up to 
2022 at a cost exceed-
ing US $3million.

The minister the gov-
ernment and people of 
Taiwan for their gen-
erosity in helping with 

this project.

“There is no doubt, 
Mr. Ambassador, that 
your country, which 
has been our first diplo-
matic ally, is our most 
authentic and valuable 
ally,” Hamilton said. 
“I can assure you that 
you can always count 
on our support in any 
local or international 
endeavour.”

Nursing a gender-
neutral profession

Nursing, which is tradi-
tionally affiliated with 
women, remains a no-
ble profession that men 
can play an important 
role in by entering the 
female-dominated field.

Against this backdrop, 
the idea of male nurses 
is not a stigma, said 
Dr. Rondalyn Dennis-
Bradshaw, Dean of 
the Division of Health 
Sciences at the Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College 
(CFBC) during her ap-
pearance on “Working 
for You” on Dec.5.

“Nursing is a service to 
mankind. The idea that 
men can’t provide care 
in the way that women 
can is part of that broad 
cultural narrative and 

misunderstanding of 
what nursing is about,” 
Dr. Bradshaw said, add-
ing that it is important 
to talk to young people 
about “caring as a 
gender-neutral idea and 
also as something that 
is rooted in skills and 
expertise.”

She said that, as a divi-
sion, it is important to 
improve the recruitment 
strategies in order to 
attract more male stu-
dents into the nursing 
programme at CFBC. 
She strongly encour-
aged males to apply to 
the Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Nursing 
(BScN).

“We know that there 
is stigma that males 

cannot do nursing… 
I do agree that, right 
now, nursing is pre-
dominantly female, 
but despite the stigma 
we must encourage our 
males to have a pro-
gressive attitude about 
gender roles because, 
universally, more men 
are entering the nurs-
ing profession,” Dr. 
Bradshaw said.

Michelle Crawford, 
graduate of the 
CFBC BScN Nursing 
Programme, also said 
that nursing is not just 
for females. She said 
that there is a need 
for male nurses in the 
profession.

Only one male student 
has enrolled in the 

programme since its in-
ception in 2014.

The BScN offered at 
the Health Sciences 
Division of the Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College 
(CFBC) is franchised 

from the University of 
the West Indies School 
of Nursing (UWISON) 
Mona, Jamaica.  The 
full time programme 
of study is comprised 
of 139 credits accom-
plished over four (4) 

academic years, eight 
fifteen- week semesters 
and three summer ses-
sion of ten weeks each. 
The courses cover both 
theory and integrated 
clinical practice.

Dr. Rondalyn Dennis-Bradshaw (right) and Michelle Crawford discuss nursing
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Ongoing projects continue with 
great benefit, job potential

Ongoing projects to 
complete new building 
additions and renovate 
others are having very 
beneficial effects on the 
Nevis economy, Hon 
Mark Brantley, Premier 
of Nevis and Minister of 
Finance told the Nevis 
Island Administration on 
the Dec. 5 Budget Day.

“As it relates to ongo-
ing projects, work con-
tinued on the Treasury 
Building Renovation 
Project is expected to be 
completed by mid-2019,”  
Brantley said. 
“Expenditure to date on 
this project amounts to 
$6.16 million funded 
largely through disburse-
ments from the Sugar 
Industry Diversification 
Fund. When completed, 
this structure will be our 
main financial centre, 
hosting the offices of the 
Inland Revenue and the 
Treasury Department, 
resulting in huge cost sav-
ings in rental payments 
for the Administration.

“The Alexandra Hospital 
Rehabilitation Project 
is progressing smoothly 
despite some earlier set-
backs. This project is the 
single largest investment 
in our health care infra-
structure and it is a clear 
demonstration of my 
Administration’s com-
mitment and dedication 
to providing first class 
health care for the citizens 
and visitors on Nevis.

Water Taxi

“Phase 1 of the construc-
tion of the enhanced 
Water Taxi Facility, be-
ing the construction 
of the pier itself also 
funded by the SIDF, is 
substantially complet-
ed. Expenditure to date 
on this project amounts to 
$5.07 million including 
the cost of acquisition of 
the property.

“Phase 2 of that facil-
ity, being the renovation 
of the existing building 
structure to provide ad-
ministrative services, will 

commence early in the 
New Year.” 

The Finance Minister 
said this project is of sig-
nificant importance to the 
Administration as it seeks 
to enhance visitor’s ar-
rival experiences. 

Police station

“Work continues at a 
rapid pace on the recon-
struction of the New 
Castle Police Station,” 
the minister said. “Even 
though National Security 
is a responsibility of the 
Federal Government, it 
must be noted that the 
NIA is thus far bearing 
the full cost of reconstruc-
tion. Expenditure to date 
on that project amounts to 
$ 2.2 million. 

Government House

“I am also happy to report 
that restoration works at 
the Government House 
are now substantially 
completed and we are 
indeed looking forward 
to the relocation of the 
Office of the Deputy 
Governor General to this 
enhanced structure during 
the first quarter of the new 
fiscal year. The expendi-
ture to date on this project 
amounts to approximate-
ly $1.70 million.

Schools

“Expansion work on our 
education plant at the Ivor 
Walters Primary School 
through the construction 
of a temporary classroom 
block, a guidance coun-
sellor’s office and ad-
ditional bath rooms was 
undertaken at the start of 
this school year to meet 
the needs of the grow-
ing school population,” 
Brantley said. 

“This has been com-
pleted on time and within 
budget and we publicly 
thank contractor Euclid 
Williams and his team 
for their excellent work,” 
Brantley said. “Expansion 
work on the office com-
plex at the Charlestown 

Primary School is pro-
ceeding nicely and we 
anticipate completion 
shortly. As I have done 
before, please permit 
me again to apologize to 
teachers staff parents and 
students for disruptions 
and thank them for their 
patience.’

Road projects

Phase I of the Brown 
Hill Road Rehabilitation 
Project is substantial-
ly completed with the 
laying of 5,700 feet of 
asphalt, road realignment 
along with the construc-
tion of curbs, slipper 
drains, U-drains, culverts 
and reconstruction of re-
taining walls. 

Total expenditure on this 
project to date amounts 
to $2.8 million,” Brantley 
said. “I wish to put on 
record our sincere thanks 
and appreciation to the 
good people of Brown 
Hill for their patience, un-
derstanding and tremen-
dous cooperation thus far 
as we seek to complete 
this project early in the 
new fiscal year.  “Work 
has started on Phase 
I of the Bath Village 
Road Rehabilitation 
Project and also Phase 
I of the Craddock Road 
Rehabilitation Project as 
we seek to close out our 
road reconstruction pro-
gram for this budget 
cycle. Both of these proj-
ects are long overdue and 
the good people of Bath 
and Craddock Road have 
suffered for decades with 
inadequate infrastruc-
ture. Today I am proud 
to announce that we are 
working to alleviate and 
ameliorate that suffer-
ing.  “Our road develop-
ment and maintenance 
programme will continue 
during the fiscal year 
2019,” Brantley said. “We 
have allocated the amount 
of $12.0 million in our 
budget for our road recon-
struction program for the 
upcoming fiscal year. Our 
first priority will be the 
completion of the ongo-
ing projects at Bath Road, 

Craddock Road and 
Brown Hill Road before 
embarking on any new 
works.  “Our program for 
the 2019 fiscal period will 
see works undertaken at 
Upper Shaws road con-
tinuing to Fountain. in ad-
dition, we shall undertake 
a number of secondary 
village roads such the 
road network connecting 
Craddock Road with Old 
Hospital Road, connect-
ing Hamilton with Pump 
Road, Farms Estate Road 
and the road network in 
the Ramsbury area to 
name a few.

Main Road

We will have to give 

attention to remedying 
the Island’s Main Road 
from Cotton Ground 
to the Vance Amory 
International Airport and 
the Long Point Road 
to Pinney’s Junction 
by Artisan Village via 
Pump Road. These roads 
have deteriorated badly 
through heavy wear 
and tear over the past 
years. 

“It is our intention to 
seek a Public/Private 
funding arrangement 
with an international 
construction firm to 
execute the works and 
provide financing under 
a long-term payment 
arrangement in order 

to reduce the burden 
on the finances of the 
government.”

Brantley said, “These 
works will be done 
with the assistance 
of the Public Works 
Department and we 
will ensure that our lo-
cal labour, contractors 
and equipment such as 
trucks, backhoes and 
excavators are fully 
utilised on these two 
projects. We have allo-
cated an amount of $8.2 
million in our budget to 
execute works on this 
section of the island’s 
main road during the up-
coming fiscal period.

Taxi pier construction.

Phase Two of the pier construction
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December 
took off with a 
whirlwind of 
anniversary 

activities
Church services, healthcare 
facility tours, a constituency-
wide motorcade and a youth 
concert were three celebra-
tory activities held over the 
weekend in recognition 
of Prime Minister Harris’ 
25th anniversary of serving 
the people of Constituency 
#7 as their Parliamentary 
Representative.

The people of Constituency 
#7, as well as citizens and 
residents throughout the 
length and breadth of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, participated 
in the events. 

The final of four church 
services took place Dec. 2, 
when Bishop Rev. George C. 
Gilfillan welcomed the Prime 
Minister and wished him 
goodness and mercy all the 
days of his (Dr Harris’) life, 
during services held in the 
Pentecostal Church of God 
on the Island Main Road in 
Saddlers Village.

Rev. Dr. Analdo Bailey de-
livered the main sermon, 
reminding the congregation 
that the Prime Minister had 
told the church that from his 
humble beginning he had 
no idea, nor thought that he 
would be where he is sitting. 
Rev Bailey said he thanked 
and continued thanking God 
for lifting Dr Harris up and 
raising him.

“It tells me that something 
must be good because he has 
been there for 25 years serv-
ing not only this community 
but this nation,” Rev. Bailey 
said. “It is not that he is there 
by force, but every once in 
a while he has to go back to 
renew his mandate and so he 
has been going back and he 
has been successful.

“I solely say to you Sir, all 
of us are grateful for you 
have been contributing to the 

country,” Rev. Bailey told Dr. 
Harris. “We the Children of 
Faith believe that God is on 
your side and we trust that 
you will continue to hold on 
to His unchanging hand.

Led by the Pastor the church 
choir sung a special rendition 
of ‘the Lord is My Sheppard’ 
to honour the Prime Minister. 
Moved by the exhilarating 
rendition, Dr Harris could sit 
no further. He stood, and was 
handed over a microphone 
and he joined in the singing.

Dr. Harris told the congre-
gation that over the past 25 
years there were persons like 
Bishop Gilfillan and his fam-
ily who offered him support. 
When his own house was 
under renovations, Bishop 
Gilfillan housed him and al-
lowed him to take charge 
of the house expect for the 
cooking. He added: “They 
allowed me to become their 
adopted son.”

In conclusion Prime Minister 
Harris said: “I hope genuinely 
that in the years to come that 
we can do more as a people 
and as a country to make life 
better for all of us in this land 
of our birth. I am happy that 
as I look over my life and 
you look over your life, if we 
were to count our blessings 
each of us would be surprised 
at what God has done for us. 
My constituents are part of 
the blessings which I have 
counted and will continue to 
count.”

Mary Charles Hospital

Elderly and vulnerable 
people within Constituency 
7 were the focus of the 
Prime Minister’s visit to the 
Mary Charles Hospital in 
Molineux, where he greeted 
patients and medical staff.

“One of the opportunities 

that have been provided is for 
me to come to say thank you 
and support everyone who 
has been making a contribu-
tion in nation-building,” Dr. 
Harris said. “We have come 
to the Mary Charles Hospital 
to visit the sick, to applaud 
the nursing and medical fra-
ternity for their service in 
nation-building, and to really 
again commend the efforts 
that have led to the building 
of a brand-new and improved 
Mary Charles Hospital with 
expanded service.”

The healthcare facility now 
boasts dental and 24-hour 

EMT/Ambulance services, 
which were reintroduced 
earlier this year after several 
years. The reintroduction of 
the EMT/Ambulance service 
represents a significant en-
hancement in the delivery of 
healthcare, as it is resulting 
in quicker response times in 
emergency care island wide.

The dental clinic is serving 
hundreds of school children 
throughout the district and 
has also alleviated the pres-
sure from the Pogson Medical 
Centre in Sandy Point, which 
is temporarily the primary 

public dental facility on the 
island due to the temporary 
closure of the Newtown 
Dental Clinic.

A further positive develop-
ment in the area of health-
care taking place within 
Constituency #7 is the con-
struction of a brand new mod-
ern state-of-the-art health 
centre in Tabernacle Village. 

The health centre in that com-
munity was forced to close as 
a consequence of neglect and 
dilapidation under the former 
administration.

Once completed, the new 
health centre will provide a 
wide range of services related 
to non-communicable dis-
eases, cancers, heart-related 
diseases, antenatal and post-
natal care, and a full range 
of support services including 
support for persons suffering 
from HIV/AIDS. 

Grange Healthcare Facility 
Visit

On Nov. 30, during a visit 
by Dr. Harris, appreciation 
for his support and service 
was voiced by Mrs. Patricia 

Richards-Leader, M.B.E., 
proprietor of the Grange 
Healthcare Facility in 
Ottley’s Village.

“Prime Minister Harris has 
been a great supporter of 
the Grange since its incep-
tion. Not only are we in his 
constituency [St. Christopher 
Seven], but I think that we, in 
some way, share a birthplace 
and as a result he has been 
quite supportive,” said Mrs. 
Richards-Leader.

“One of the best things he 
has done for us was to give 
us this wonderful road to 
the Grange,” Mrs. Richards-
Leader. “He kept his promise, 
for he did, as part of his elec-
tion pledge, say that he would 
actually give us this road,” 
Mrs. Richards-Leader said on 
Nov. 30 when Prime Minister 
Harris paid a visited the staff 
and residents. 

Having a paved road built 
had long been a priority for 
the management of the nurs-
ing home. Mrs. Leader said 
the pre-existing dirt road 
made vehicular access to the 
Grange Healthcare Facility 
for staff, family members 
and emergency services ex-
tremely difficult for the first 
16 years of the facility’s 
operation. The conditions 
worsened particularly dur-
ing times of heavy rains and 
hurricanes.

In 2016, the paving of the 
road to the Grange rectified 
this challenge.

During his visit, Prime 
Minister Harris, the 
Parliamentary Representative 

The Grange Staff with Dr. Harris

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon Timothy Harris in the white medium sized 
SUV greeting constituents as the motorcade entered Tabernacle Village

CONTINUED ON PAGE 26
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for Belle Vue to 
Ottley’s, commended 
Mrs. Richards-Leader 
for her patriotism and 
passion for nursing that 
led to the establishment 
of the Grange Healthcare 
Facility. 

“Before the Grange 
came, there was no ap-
propriate facility for 
those who wanted an al-
ternative to nursing care. 
Patricia Kingori Leader 
came to St. Kitts and 
asked not what the coun-
try or the Government 
can do for her, but im-
portantly, what she could 
have done. Her love of 
nursing led her to want 
to care for the elderly and 
she invested all that she 
could have and more into 
this facility,” Dr. Harris 
said, noting that he was 
delighted to have been 
there from the inception 
18 years ago and to now 
be able to see the trans-
formation of the facility 
today.

Hundreds participate 
in motorcade 

Action kicked off on 
Saturday, Dec. 1, with 
the hugely successful 

constituency motor-
cade. This event com-
menced at the historic 
Black Rocks in Belle 
Vue and made its way 
to Tabernacle Village - 
the hometown of Prime 
Minister Harris - before 

continuing through the 
whole of Constituency 
#7. Dr. Harris travelled 
in a vehicle at the head of 
the convoy using a loud-
speaker while offering 
words of appreciation to 
residents of the constitu-
ency as the procession 
passed through various 
communities.

The parade of vehicles 
made its way to Cayon, 
turned around and head-
ed back to Bourryeau 
where the motorcade 
ended.

Bourryeau (in front of 
Fraites and Sons Bakery) 
was the venue for the 
second celebratory event 
– a concert dedicated 
to the youth of the con-
stituency. The evening 
concert brought out hun-
dreds of young people 
from all parts of St. Kitts 
and Nevis for a night of 
musical entertainment 
that saw performances 
from popular local ar-
tistes such as Infamus, 
I-mark, Nicha B, Byron 
Messiah, and Nu Vybes 
Band International.

Then, on Sunday Dec. 2, 
Prime Minister Harris, 
along with executive 
members of the People’s 
Labour Party (PLP) and a 

large number of support-
ers, worshipped at the 
Pentecostal Church of 
God in Saddlers Village, 
which is led by Bishop 
George Gilfillan. It was 
the fourth such special 
thanksgiving service Dr. 

Harris attended as part 
of his 25th anniversary 
celebrations.

While addressing the 
congregation, the Prime 
Minister described the 
weeks of celebration 
as “extremely hectic,” 
but noted, “The truth is, 
tiring at times as it has 
been, I have loved every 
moment of it.”

During the church ser-
vice Dr. Harris thanked 
the people of his con-
stituency for their un-
wavering support. “Truth 
be told, they have never 
over the last 25 years 
once let me down, so I 
want to say that I love 
you tremendously and I 
will always have endur-
ing love and gratitude 
for your support time and 
time again,” Dr. Harris 
said.

Also joining Prime 
Minister Harris for wor-
ship at the Pentecostal 
Church of God on Sunday 
were Parliamentary 
Representative for 
Constituency #8, the 
Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton and Deputy 
Speaker in the National 
Assembly, Senator the 
Honourable Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett.

Other activities held 
throughout the three-
plus weeks of celebra-
tions included the Prime 
Minister’s Legacy 
Walk on Saturday, Nov. 
17; visits to schools 
and other institutions 

throughout Constituency 
#7; appearances by the 
Prime Minister on two 
popular radio call-in pro-
grammes; a house hand-
ing-over ceremony, and a 
gospel concert featuring 
popular Jamaican per-
former, Minister Marion 
Hall.

All along the route, vil-

lagers came out waving, 
blowing whistles and 
shouting, ‘Harris Again!’ 
A team of boys on bi-
cycles welcomed the 
motorcade as it entered 
Tabernacle Village mo-
ments after a St. Kitts 
Scenic Railway ‘Sugar 
Train’ full of tourists 
passed on its way back to 

Needsmust.

William Phillip, a mem-
ber of the Planning 
Committee with respon-
sibility of the motorcade, 
said it was a huge suc-
cess: “I am very happy 

to see the turnout. I really 
did not expect to see so 
many vehicles today. 
Many villagers who 
live in the Constituency 
Seven joined the motor-
cade and helped make it 
a success.”

According to Phillip, the 
motorcade was incident 
free, and he profusely 

thanked police officers 
who were fully alert and 
ensured that everything 
went on smoothly es-
pecially in controlling 
and directing motorists 
who were travelling in 
the opposite direction. 
“I have to say thanks to 
all who participated for 
their good behaviour,” 
said Mr Phillip. “It was 
incident free and I hope 
that we have this for the 
remainder of the year 
- all the activities es-
pecially coming up for 
the Christmas activities 
that we have activities 
that are incident free. I 
want to thank the police 
officers for doing a tre-
mendous job.”

Youth Concert

The youth concert was 
held after the motor-
cade when youths jam-
packed the Bourryeau 
Strip to attend the free 
concert to hear per-
formances headlined 
by Infamous, Byron 
Masiah, I-Mark, Nicha 
B, Vicious Styles and 
EaseOut. The open-air 
concert was organized 
by a nine-member 

team of the Youths of 
Constituency Number 
Seven Peoples Labour 
Party (PLP); in con-
junction with the 
Anniversary Planning 
Committee. The con-
cert was hosted by 
McDamien ‘Cuttoe’ 
Liburd, managed by 
Atnil Pemberton and 
featured DJs Terro 

and Hellfire on duty. 
Bringing down the cur-
tains for the event that 
ran into Sunday morn-
ing was the Nuvybes 
aka Sugar Band.

According to Evander 
O’Flaherty a Peoples 
Labour Party (PLP) 
youths spokesperson, 
the group met and de-
cided on the line-up of 
performers selected for 
their appeal to youth. 
The list was given to the 
Chairman of the PLP 
Constituency Number 
Seven Executive Branch 
Lenworth Harris.

“Hosting this highly 
successful event was 
a labour of love,” 
O’Flaherty explained. 
“Some of us were not 
even born when he 
was elected to parlia-
ment by our parents 25 
years ago. He was there 
for our parents and he 
is here for us. There 
was not a better way of 
honouring the sterling 
service he has given not 
only to the constituency 
but to the country.”

December took off with a whirlwind 
of anniversary activities CONT’D

Constituency Number Seven Choir performed two wonderful renditions

Motorcade about to get started

CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE 24
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2018 Nevis Budget emphasises 
private sector investments

Private-sector investments will be en-
couraged to play a larger role in the Nevis 
economy, while public investments will 
be scaled down, Mark Brantley, Premier 
of Nevis and Minister of Finance told the 
Nevis Island Assembly, while present-
ing his 2019 Draft Budget to Assembly 
President Hon Farrel Smithen on Dec. 5 
at Hamilton House.

“Public investments will be scaled down 

over the medium-term to allow private 
sector investors to play a greater role in 
the growth of its economy, Hon Brantley 
explained.

“In our 2018 budget, public investments 
would be scaled down over the medium 
term to allow for private sector invest-
ments to play a greater role in the growth 
of our economy,” the minister said. “As 
such, capital expenditure for the period 

January to October 2018 amounted to 
$40.34 million, a reduction of 23.61 per-
cent when compared to amounts ex-
pended for the same period of 2017. 

“We are very much aware of the gains to 
employment, income and output that can 
be brought about through eff ective and 
effi  ciently implemented public sector in-
vestment projects and we will continue 
to fulfi l our fi ve year commitment to the 
Nevisian public,” Brantley said.  “These 
projects have been funded through both 
external and internal sources such as the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) 
and the SIDF and also the Consolidated 
Fund. My Administration will continue 
to prioritize public investments to ensure 
that economic returns are maximized.

Brantley said, “Capital expenditure for 
the period January to October 2018 
amounted to $40.34 million, a reduc-
tion of 23.61 percent when compared 
to amounts expended for the same pe-
riod of 2017. We are very much aware 
of the gains to employment, income and 
output that can be brought about through 
eff ective and effi  ciently implemented 
public sector investment projects and we 
will continue to fulfi l our fi ve year com-
mitment to the Nevisian public. These 
projects have been funded through both 
external and internal sources such as the 
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) 
and the SIDF and also the Consolidated 
Fund. My Administration will continue 
to prioritize public investments to ensure 
that economic returns are maximized.

For the period January to October 2018, 
our fi scal outcome showed an improved 
primary surplus of $5.93 million as 
specifi ed in the economic classifi cation 
format. It indicates a healthy widening 
of the primary balance when compared 
to the restated balance as at December 
31, 2017 of $0.70 million and the com-
parative period balance of - $2.50 mil-
lion. Both the current account and the 
overall balance defi cits have also signifi -
cantly improved from their 2017 levels.

Excellent performance

“This is excellent performance as our 
collected revenue is ahead of where it 
was for the same period in 2017 and 
our expenditures have been well man-
aged for the period as well,”Brantley 
explained. “However, caution and pru-
dence will continue to be exercised as 
our small and open economy is very 
susceptible to external shocks. We will 
continue to employ due diligence, pru-
dence and a forward thinking mind-set 
as regards our fi scal policies to ensure 
that the gains achieved thus far are 
not eroded. Brantley referred to the 
International Money Fund’s October 

2018 World Economic Outlook Report. 
It predicts that global economic growth 
from mid-2016 to 2017 has been trend-
ing upwards – moving from 3.3 percent 
in 2016 to 3.7 percent in 2017. The re-
port projects continued positive growth 
in 2018 and 2019, saying it will be con-
strained for the level achieved in 2017, 
remaining steady at 3.7 percent for both 
years respectively. 

Advanced economies are expected to 
grow at a rate of 2.4 and 2.1 percent 
for 2018 and 2019 respectively, while 
emerging markets and developing econ-
omies are expected to grow at a steady 
rate of 4.7 percent for both 2018 and 
2019.

The World Bank’s Global Economic 
Prospects June 2018 report termed “The 
Turning of the Tide” concurs with the 
fi ndings of World Economic Outlook. 
This report projects positive global 
growth for the years 2018 through to 
2020 but with a slightly more conserva-
tive projection of 3.0 percent in 2018, 
3.1 percent in 2019 and falling off  to 2.9 
percent in 2020.

Further expansion predicted

“The ECCB forecasts that St. Kitts and 
Nevis will see further expansion in its 
economy in 2018 as growth is predicted 
to be 2.07 percent in 2018 with contin-
ued growth in 2018 and 2020,” Brantley 
said. “Although overall expectations 
continue to be favourable, there is now 
heightened concern about the signifi cant 
downside risks that threaten the longev-
ity of this current growth spell.

“These risks are even more concerning 
for small and venerable island states 
such as ourselves. Key to mitigating 
these risks while improving and sustain-
ing our long term prospects is the estab-
lishing of buff ers to build resilience, the 
implementing of policies to boost com-
petiveness and the adaptation of tech-
nological innovations. These measures 
will be essential to support continued 
economic expansion within our boarders 
and on some issues the development of a 
cooperative regional approach.”

Brantley said NIA’s 2018 budget clearly 
articulated the intended fi scal path to be 
forged for the next three years by the ad-
ministration. This included the curbing 
and prioritizing of expenditures and the 
improvement in the levels of effi  ciency 
throughout all aspects of the Public 
Service including the revenue collection 
system and service delivery. Our fi scal 
performance for the period January to 
October 2018 in comparison to that of 
the same period in 2017 is a testament 
to that end.”
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ICWI Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
Walk ‘Road Angel’ 

honoured
Ayana Hanley is the 
winner of the inaugural 
Insurance Company of 
the West Indies (ICWI) 
Road Angel Raffl  e, orga-
nized as part of the 2018 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Walk. 

The raffl  e was held as a 
new eff ort to encourage 
members of the public to 
support the annual walk 
sponsored by ICWI and 
organized by the Essence 
of Hope Breast Cancer 
Foundation.

During a brief but impor-
tant ceremony, at their 
Bird Rock Road offi  ces, 
Business Development 
Offi  cer for ICWI, Nordia 

Dobbs, announced Ayana 
Hanley was the lucky 
winner. Hanley won one 
free year of third-party 
insurance and was hon-
ored as the newest ICWI 
Road Angel.

The Road Angel 
Program was recently re-
introduced ICWI to help 
give more money to help 
women who have had 
the misfortune of being 
diagnosed with cancer. 
ICWI donates 5 percent 
of every new Road Angel 
Policy to the Essence of 
Hope Foundation to help 
it fi ght cancer in St. Kitts 
& Nevis.

Hanley thanked ICWI 

for the investment it has 
been making to fi ght 
breast cancer, not only in 
St. Kitts, but also in other 
Caribbean countries. 

 “It was indeed a pleasure 
being part of the Pink 
Walk,” Hanley com-
mented. “I am extremely 
happy that I fi nally did 
not only because I won 
the raffl  e, but now I get 
the chance to support 
Breast Cancer and I am 
happy to become a Road 
Angel.”

During Pink Walk, or-
ganizers introduced 
the raffl  e to more than 
2,000 participants who 
made the early morning 

fi ve-mile trek.

Some people said they 
were walking to honour 
their mother, sister, wife 
and others who have suf-
fered from breast cancer.

Breast Cancer is the 
leading cause of can-
cer deaths in Caribbean 

countries. ICWI has 
invested approximately 
$70,000 over three 
years to supporting 
the foundation and its 
various initiatives to 
raise cancer awareness 
and provide victims 
with medical support. 
Hanley said she has 
always been interested 

in the walk, but due to 
circumstances, had been 
unable to fulfi ll that 
goal. This year, due to 
the urgings of a close 
friend, she decided to 
participate and now has 
become an ICWI Road 
Angel.

ICWI Road Angel, Ayana Hanley (centre)



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 07th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:29

Street march climaxes 
successful Youth Month 

Activities for Youth 
Month 2018 climaxed 
on Nov. 30 with a street 
march in which scores 
of children, led by 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Youth, 
the Honourable Shawn 
Richards, paraded 
through the streets of 
Basseterre to draw 
public attention to 

the promising young 
people.

Minister Richards re-
fl ected on events that 
were a part of the Youth 
Month calendar of ac-
tivities, including the 
Island-Wide Bike Ride, 
25 Most Remarkable 
Teens in St. Kitts and 
Nevis Award, Student 

Art Exhibition, High 
Schools Choir Fest, 
and High Schools Chef 
Competition.

“We have had activities 
that cater to just about 
any young person here 
in the Federation of 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
Richards said. “The in-
tention of Youth Month 

is to give youth a forum 
to speak, participate in 
physical activity or to 
network.”

Hundreds of youth 
from St. Kitts and 
Nevis were positively 
engaged throughout 
the various events held 
in November. Minister 
Richards said that the 

feedback from stake-
holders and partici-
pating young people 
points to a successful 
Youth Month.

“Going forward we 
will see what we have 
done successfully, 
what we can improve 
upon and maybe add 
other items,” Richards 

said.

The final activity takes 
place Dec. 6, when 
the Department of 
Youth Empowerment 
hosts a Youth Service 
Reception. The event 
will recognize spon-
sors, partners and out-
standing volunteers.

Youth parade to celebrate Youth Month
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Offi  cials suggest 
bringing Telesur 

network to the 
Federation

Discussions can-
tered around bringing 
Telesur, a Venezuelan 
and Ecuadorian-based, 
multi-state funded, 
Latin American tele-
vision and multime-
dia network into the 
Federation was recently 
discussed by Telsur 
President Ms. Patricia 
Villegas; accompanied 
by the Vice Minister of 
Foreign Aff airs of the 
Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela, Raul 
Li Causi and Prime 
Minister, Dr. the. Hon. 
Timothy Harris.

Ms. Villegas voiced 
interest in expanding 
its reach in the Eastern 
Caribbean market. She 
suggested their network 
be included in televi-
sion packages off ered in 
the Federation.

They indicated Telesur’s 
inclusion in St. Kitts 
and Nevis would as-
sist regional integration 
to inform citizens and 
residents about Latin 
America activities, At 
the same time it will pro-
vide an opportunity for 
Latin American viewers 
to learn more about St. 
Kitts and Nevis. It was 
stressed that Telesur can 
be used as an excellent 
platform to promote 
culture, tourism and ex-
change of information 
across Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

Ms. Villegas empha-
sized that Telesur, 
which began opera-
tions 13 years ago, was 
a Spanish-speaking 
television network. 
She noted the imbal-
ance in news reported 
by traditional interna-
tional media networks 
motivated Telesur to 
launch an English net-
work late in 2018. Li 
Causi said the timing 

of the launch was infl u-
enced by international 
media’s inadequate re-
porting of the extent of 
the damaged suff ered 
by many Caribbean is-
lands during the 2018 
hurricane season. He 
supported the position 
of the Telesur delega-
tion. While thanking the 
delegation for the visit, 
Dr. Harris remarked 
that Telesur can make 
a diff erence in the lives 
of the people of the 
Americas, particularly 
in facilitating the inte-
gration of the people of 
the region. 

“It was the vision of the 
late President Chavez, 
that the Americas be 
treated as a single en-
tity with our people, Dr. 
Harris said. They should 
be able to interact with 
one another to improve 
their relationships and 
knowledge about each 
other and build a strong 
Americas.

“We believe Telesur is 
part of that vision of 
a united region,” Dr. 
Harris said. “It can help 
transfer information to 
Spanish and English 
speaking people of the 
region, so that the lack 
of knowledge about 
each other can be dealt 
with in a very construc-
tive way.”

Dr. Harris emphasized 

“knowledge is criti-
cal to our people’s de-
velopment and so we 
welcome Telesur and 
its interest in St. Kitts 
and Nevis.” He encour-
aged the offi  cials to 
introduce educational 
programmes to their 
platform, so that the 
Spanish speaking popu-
lation in the Federation 
can benefi t from oppor-
tunities to improve their 
English.

The Prime Minister 
was accompanied by 
Cabinet Secretary, 
Mrs. Josephine 
Huggins; Permanent 
Secretary in the Offi  ce 
of the Prime Minister, 
Andrew Skerritt; 
and Foreign Service 
Offi  cer, Mrs. Sonia 
Boddie-Thompson. 

The visiting delegation 
was also accompanied 
by Head of the Embassy 
of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela, 
Charge d’Aff aires, Jose 
Olavarria; and Head of 
Petróleos de Venezuela 
S.A. St. Kitts-Nevis 
Limited; Ms. Maria 
Andreina Colmenares.

The visiting delegation 
also conducted meet-
ings with representa-
tives from FLOW and 
The Cable, during their 
one day visit to the 
Federation.
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Seven Police 
Inspectors confi rmed, 

others promoted
Seven police offi  cers 
were confi rmed to the 
rank of police inspec-
tors on Monday, during 
a ceremony at the po-
lice training complex.

Promoted to the rank 
of inspector were 
Everton Mitchum, 
James Francis and  
Irving Bradshaw from 

Division A; John 
Bergan from Division 
B, and Eurita Collins-
Percival, Reynold 
Myers and James 
Stephen from Division 
C.

The confi rmations 
were announced 
by acting Police 
Commissioner Hilroy 

Brandy. He said the 
offi  cers were soon re-
ceive letters indicating 
when their confi rma-
tions were set to take 
place.

Several other offi  cers 
received promotions at 
the ceremony, ranging 
from the rank of ser-
geant to corporal.

Police offi  cers promoted, (front row, left to right) - Assistant Commissioner of Police, 
Andre Mitchell; Acting Commissioner of Police Hilroy Brandy; Acting Assistant Com-
missioner of Police, McCarta Browne and Acting Assistant Commissioner of Police, 
Adolph Adams. Back row (left to right) - Inspector Reynold Myers, Inspector James 

Stephen, Inspector John Bergan, Inspectors Eurita Collins-Percival, Inspector James 
Francis, Inspector Everton Mitchum and Inspector Irving Bradshaw.

NASPA donates stationery 
to Nevis schools 

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Air and 
Seaport Authority 
(NASPA) has contributed 
to two primary schools 
and the three high schools 
on the island.

NASPA owns and oper-
ates the island’s designat-
ed air and seaports, which 
include the Charlestown 
Port, Long Point Port, 
New Castle Seaport 
and the Vance Amory 
International Airport.

On Friday the General 
Manager of NASPA, 
Oral Brandy and Chief 
Operations Offi  cer at 
the Long Point Port, 
Shelly Weekes presented 

several items to the new-
ly-appointed Principal 
Education Offi  cer 
Zahnella Claxton.

Charlestown Secondary, 
Gingerland Secondary 
and the Nevis 
International High School 
will receive copies of a 
NASPA documentary. 
GM Brandy explained 
why the documentary is 
important and the benefi ts 
students can derive from 
it. “We thought that this 
documentary is not only 
important for the gen-
eral public to be aware 
of what happens there 
(NASPA), but also for 
the students to be aware 
of the diff erent jobs that 
we have at the port au-
thority,” Brady said. He 

noted that NASPA off ers 
have opportunities in 
many professions includ-
ing marine offi  cers, en-
gineers, security offi  cers, 
MET offi  cers, air traffi  c 
controllers, accountants, 
cashiers and more. “We 
feel if the students can 
get an understanding of 
these diff erent jobs, they 
will be able to direct 
their career along certain 
fi elds,” Brady said.

NASPA donated school 
stationery to Violet O 
Jeff ers Nichols School 
and St. James Primary 
School students. Weeks 
explained the donation 
is part of NASPA’s 21st 
anniversary. 

PEO Zahneal Claxton 

thanked NASPA for is 
contribution to Nevis 
education.

“I want to say thank you 
to Mr. Brandy, as he cor-
rectly said that sometime 
the students are unaware 
of the careers they can 
explore in alternative 
areas and tend to go 

the traditional route,” 
Claxton said. 

“With the documen-
tary they can learn about 
NASPA careers. One of 
my fi rst internship was 
at NASPA. They can 
benefi t from the train-
ing and professionalism 

exhibited at NASPA.” 

Claxton thanked NASPA 
“for the stationery be-
ing presented to both 
primary schools. “We 
know the students will 
benefi t greatly from this. 
We off er you our heart-
felt appreciation.”
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