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Citizenship by Investment (CBI) 
Unit received highest number 

of applications in 2018 
Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO) of the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis’ Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) 
Unit, Mr Les Khan, is 
reporting that the plati-
num brand continues 
to outshine the compe-

tition, with year 2018 
having been a very suc-

cessful one in terms of 
applications received.

“The number of applica-

tions which we received 
in 2018 has been the 
highest number of ap-

plications ever record-

ed,” Mr Khan told The 
Observer in an exclusive 
interview. “It is the best 
year in terms of the CBI 
programme over the last 
six years. The success of 
the programme has been 
very solid in terms of the 
number of applications.” 

A couple of factors have 
resulted in the phenom-

enal success main one 
being the fact that the 
unit had spent a lot of 
time with its rebranding, 
focusing on ensuring 
that it was at the plati-
num brand. The Unit 
also spent a lot of time 
marketing and promot-
ing the programme, and 
also spent a lot of time 
in focusing on the effi-

ciency and due diligence 
of the unit. 

“We made sure that we 
were able to process 

applications within the 
most efficient timeline 
than all the others with-

out compromising our 
due diligence,” stated 
Mr Khan. “In 2018 we 
strengthened our due dil-
igence, also, by ensuring 
that all of our applica-

tions go through interna-

tional law enforcement 
for review. We do not 
make any decision with-

out input from interna-

tional law enforcement 
and our due diligence 
providers.” 

According to Mr Khan, 
people in different coun-

tries like China and the 

Middle East have come 
to recognise St. Kitts and 
Nevis as a brand that has 
a pretty solid quality of 
investments. The result 
is that it has dawned on 
them that the Federation 
has a number of invest-
ment options that the 
other islands do not 
have. 

In fact, St. Kitts and 
Nevis is the only 
country in the Eastern 
Caribbean that has at 
least five branded ho-

tels and a number of 
boutique hotels, which 
all lead to the quality 
of investment in the 

country. 

This fact was also 
highlighted by Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Finance Dr the Hon 
Timothy Harris when 
he presented budget es-

timates for 2019 in the 
National Assembly on 
Wednesday December 
12. He stated that due 
to the increased inves-

tor confidence in the 
country’s stable econ-

omy and the platinum 
Citizen by Investment 
Programme, an in-

creased number of 
hotel and condomin-

ium developers are 

showing keen interest 
and establishing prop-

erties in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

It is noted that the Ritz 
Carlton has chosen to 
expand its brand in the 
region to the shores of 
St. Kitts on the lush 
South-East Peninsula 
with one hundred and 
twenty-five suite re-

sort which will include 
twenty-five branded 
villas and residences, a 
luxury spa, swimming 
pools and, in-door and 
out-door dining facili-
ties. It is expected to 
generate significant 

employment during the 
construction phase. 

The second reason that 
led to the record number 
of applications received 
by the Citizenship by 
Investment Unit, ac-

cording to the CEO of 
the Unit Mr Les Khan, 
was the introduction 
of the concept of a 
Hurricane Relief Fund 
in September/October 
2017. This was for was 
for a limited time as it 
went up until March 
2018.

“During that time we 
also had record number 
of applications com-

ing in,” said Mr Khan. 
“Since that time we 
have seen a steady flow 
of applications and it 
reflects, again, the qual-
ity of the passport that 
we also have. We offer 
to our clients the fact 
that we do have over 
150 countries that we 
have visa-free access 
to, or access granted at 
point of entry.”

The Hurricane Relief 
Fund ended at the end 
of March. It has now 
been replaced by the 
Sustainable Growth 
Fund, which was 
launched at the end of 
March. According to 
Mr Khan, the pricing of 
the Sustainable Growth 
Fund is higher. 

CEO of the Citizenship by Investment (CBI) Unit, Mr Les Khan (right) pictured with Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, Dr the Hon Timothy Harris.

Four taken into custody for the 
shooting of police officer

By Monique Washington 

Four persons have 
been taken into po-

lice custody follow-

ing the shooting and 
injuring of Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
police force mem-

ber Corporal Cleon 
Michael on Christmas 
Day.

The Police confirmed 
on Thursday that in 
addition to the two 
people that had been 
taken into custody 
initially, two more 
persons have also 
been taken into police 
custody to assist the 
police with their in-

vestigations into the 
shooting. Police said 
no one has yet been 
charged.

According to the 

police press release 
the shooting incident 
took place at about 
2:30 a.m. on Dec 25 
in the Hamilton area.

“Preliminary investi-
gations have revealed 
that Corporal Cleon 
Michael, who was 
off-duty at the time, 
accompanied a busi-
nessman to his home. 
The officer was pre-

paring to leave when 
he observed that the 
businessman, who 
was about to enter his 
home, was being held 
up at gun point by 
two unknown assail-
ants whose faces were 
partially covered.”

“The officer shouted 
at the assailants to 
stop and identified 
himself as an officer 
when one of them 
shot him in the leg. 

They robbed the busi-
nessman of an undis-

closed sum of money 
and fled the scene.”

The Observer under-
stands that the busi-
nessman is Stedvin 
Clarke, of Clarkes 
Mobil shop. The night 
of the incident Clarke 
was being accompa-

nied home after con-

ducting business by 
Corporal Michael. 

Upon arrival at his 
home with his son, 
masked assailants 
robbed him and shot 
Michael. 

The officer was trans-

ported to the hospital 
where he received 
medical attention. 
The Crime Scene Unit 
visited and processed 
the scene, collecting 
items of evidential 

value.

He is currently 
warded in a stable 
condition.

This incident follows 
the shooting business 
man Carlisle “ Binghi” 
Pemberton who has 
been shot in his leg dur-
ing a robbery and had 
his vehicle stolen by 
the masked assailant.

“The police have since 
taken two persons into 
custody and they are 
assisting with investi-
gations into the mat-
ter which are ongoing. 
Anyone with informa-

tion regarding this inci-
dent are asked to contact 
the Charlestown Police 
Station by dialing 
469-5391/5392 or the 
Crime Hotline by dial-
ing 707.”Corporal Cleon Michael



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 28th, 2018 The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday December 28th, 2018LOCAL NEWS LOCAL NEWSPage:4 Page:5

EDITORIAL

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams
Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-

rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-

dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-

erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis
POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

FAX: 

469-5891

TEL: 

469-5907

OBSERVNV@GMAIL.COMOBSERVNV@GMAIL.COM

LARGE
FORMAT

WIDE
FORMAT

&&

P R I N T I N G

NOW
AVAILABLE AT

Long Walk to Freedom Buju 
set for Music Festival

By Loshaun Dixon

Just a mere two weeks 
after he was released 
from prison in the 
United States reggae 
superstar Buju Banton 
has been added to the 
lineup of the St. Kitts 
Music Festival.

Buju Banton was re-

leased from jail after 
serving seven-years 
of a 10-year sentence. 
In 2011 he was found 
guilty of illegal pos-

session of a firearm 
and conspiracy to 
possess cocaine with 
intent to distribute. In 
2011 he was sentenced 
to 10-years in prison 
but the gun charge was 
eventually dropped, 
reducing his time by 
two years.

At the time of his 

release, the St. Kitts 
Music Festival 
Committee made the 
first announcements of 
artiste. The head of the 
Artiste selection Jonel 
Powell committee was 

peppered regarding 
Buju and his release 
the following day.

Powell at that time in-

dicated that until Buju 
Banton was officially 

released there was no 
update on his avail-
ability for the festival.

Last Saturday, while 
partiers were enjoy-

ing the cooler fete, it 

was announced to the 
delight of many in the 
audience who have 
longed for many years 
to see the Jamaican 
superstar.

Buju Banton’s per-
formance during 
the St. Kitts Music 
Festival will be part 
of his ‘Long Walk to 
Freedom’ tour that will 
kick off on Saturday, 
March 16, 2019. It was 
also revealed that he 
his contract was signed 
in May to appear dur-
ing the St. Kitts Music 
Festival but was with-

held until his release.

Banton’s tour will also 
see the return of his 
‘Shiloh’ band and the 
group will make mul-
tiple Caribbean stops.

He already has stops 
booked in Trinidad 

and Tobago during 
March of next year, 
with a March 30 
show at the Nassau 
National Stadium in 
the Bahamas, among 
others.

The Grammy award-
winning artist won 
an award in 2011 for 
his album ‘Before the 
Dawn.’ In 2004 Buju 
Banton was nominated 
in the ‘Best Reggae 
Album’ category, and 
in 2010 for two albums 
‘Friends for Life’ and 
‘Rasta Got Soul.’

Buju Banton joins 
Smokey Robinson, 
Davido, Papcaan and 
French Montana who 
are already scheduled 
to appear on the festi-
val. The music festival 
committee said soon 
they will announce the 
full slate of artistes.

Buju Banton

The motion of no confidence fizzled, but did not pop. It promised much but delivered so little ...ex-

cept, perhaps, embarrassment for the movers. This wasn’t the first motion of no confidence to be 
introduced into our Parliament, but it is the first one to beheard.History was in the making.Them 
overs of the motionclaimed that it was aimed at exposing and punishing Team Unity for a series of 
scandals and for nepotism on the part of Prime Minister, Hon. Timothy Harris.

Motions of no confidence are intended to bring down a government (as in Guyana), but if you 
listened carefully, this one wasn’t so designed. The real intention seems to have been to sow discord 
between PAM, holders of 4 parliamentary seats, and PLP, holder of one such seat, and CCM with 
the other 2 seats in government. The movers didn’ t seem to mind the Team Unity staying in office,  
rather  they  were saying there should be a change of prime minister from Harris to Richards in the 
short term. The long  term intention seems to be to have each party in the coalition field a full [St 
Kitts] team for upcoming elections, thereby improving the odds of a St Kitts Nevis Labour Party win 
by splitting the votes three ways. After all, Labour has always been a frontrunner in the popularvote!

It would have been a brilliant move if it had worked. But the Motion, instead of  being  about  no 
confidence was really a motion of Confidence in Minister Richa rds. Set him up, then knock him-

down! The motion was debated on Monday 24th December, 10 days after it was moved. The first 
motion was held in abeyance for over 2 years, until the people eventually decided it in the February 
2015 elections.

It was ironic that former PM Douglas was the primary mover; and equally ironic that Hon Brantley 
is the one who spared the nation a meaningless debate, as it was he whose motion was not allowed 
while Douglas was the ultimate leader. It was interesting too, to hear former Prime Minister admit to 
making errors and did he apologise?

In the end, the motion became a motion of full confidence in the governance of Team Unity and the 
leadership of Hon Timothy Harris. Perhaps the Peter Wickham poll isright...there is confidence in 
the performance of the government. It is possible, very possible, that this might be the last rites for 
Douglas. The motion was a hail-mary act, which clearly was off target. He threw the pass as he was 
falling. It’s difficult to see a way back. But we will never know until the test comes. What we do 
know is that politics makes strange  bed   fellows and that all is fair in love and politics.

Dr. Douglas may have left the parliament and journeyed straight to ZIZ radio and TV to record his 
Christmas message for airing on national TV on Christmas day. The members of Parliament against 
whom he brought the motion of no confidence never had that privilege under Douglas. He defied a 
court judgment in a case brought by Dr. The Hon.Mark A G Brantley then Leader Of The Opposition 
against his government. The court ruled that the opposition must be allowed to make use of state 
owned media but Douglas said no.

The Observer is pleased that Dr.Douglas was able to use the services of ZIZ.We are also hearten to 
learn that the Freedom Of Information act will soon be operational. We caution government officials 
to allow us access to public information so that we can keep you our readers properly informed. 
We wonder if in the unlikely event that our former prime minister gets another chance to lead 
our nation and a no confidence motion is brought against his government ,will he obey the 
law and have it heard expeditiously? Will he allow the opposition use of state media? Recent 
opinion polls suggest that we  may not find answers any time soon.

Full Confidence!
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Hon Amory: ‘Your country needs you!’
“Young men, young 
women of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, your country 
needs you!”

The call to serve was 
made by Senior Minister 
the Honourable Vance 
Amory on Dec. 18 while 
delivering the feature 
address at the 41stGrad-

uation Ceremony for 
Course 42 of the Royal 
St. Christopher and 
Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF).

“The government con-

tinues to appeal to our 
young Kittitians and 
Nevisians to take ad-

vantage of career op-

portunities in serving 
their country as police 
officers. It is a noble pro-

fession,” Amory said.

Course 42 comprised 32 
males and two females. 
Twenty-five were re-

cruited from St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 
Another recruit was 
raised in St. Kitts but 

was born in Anguilla.

“Our [government’s] ap-

peal is that local citizens 
need to follow the ex-

ample of our Vincentian 
colleagues and see this as 
an opportunity to serve 
this country,” Amory 
said. “If you engage in 
the positive side of what 
happens in our country, 
it is clear then by exclu-

sion that you cannot be 
involved in the negative 
side.”

Over the past three 
years, government has 
implemented a number 
of initiatives to increase 
the attractiveness of 
the police service. This 
includes a 20 percent 
increase in risk pay for 
members of the security 
forces. There was also 
a 40 percent increase 
in displacement allow-

ances and a 50 percent 
increase in ferry allow-

ances for police officers 
serving in Nevis. Maintaining ranks was one of the exercises taught Members of Platoon 2 of Course 42.

Motion of No Confidence Fails

By Kenichi Serino

It was a prayer for 
peace and recon-

ciliation that began 
Monday’s Christmas 
Eve session of the 
National Assembly to 
hear a motion of no 
confidence against the 
government brought 
by Opposition Leader 
Dr. Denzil Douglas

It would be the last 
relatively quiet mo-

ment in what would 
be a raucous, almost 
three-hour hearing 
that involved shouting 
and heckling between 
members and some-

times the public in 
the gallery and ended 
with the motion of no 
confidence against the 
government of Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris failing.

Douglas had brought 
the Motion of no con-

fidence on Dec 11. 
He alleged that Harris 
is a “clear and pres-

ent danger to democ-

racy.” He alleged that 
Harris was governing 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
in a way that “sanc-

tioned and justified 
rampant corruption, 
nepotism and victim-

ization in the public 
administration system, 
the justice system and 
the financial system, 
disenfranchisement of 
voters.” However, two 

of Douglas’ allegations 
were removed from 
debate by Speaker of 
the House Michael 
Perkins before the 
hearing even began.

Perkins said he would 
not allow for debate 
an accusation that 
Harris had “demon-

strated utter contempt 
for the principle of 
separation of powers” 
with the appointment 
of two family mem-

bers to positions in the 
judiciary. Perkins said 
he “would not accept 
or allow that the judi-
ciary of our country to 
be drawn into the de-

bate of parliament in 
that manner.”

A second allegation 
was removed which 
accused Harris of us-

ing the public service 
to carry out “vendet-
tas.” Perkins said this 
would be debated as 
“clearly the insinu-

ation here is that it 
speaks to the integrity 
of a member” and this 
would be against the 
rules of debate within 
the Parliament.

Douglas protested 
calling Perkin’s rul-
ing “unfortunate,” 
but was not able to 
dissuade the speaker. 
A third allegation, 
around a court case 
against businessman 
Hardip Singh in the 
United Kingdom, was 

objected to by the gov-

ernment as the case 
was going into appeal 
and was therefore sub 
judice.

It would set the tone 
for the rest of the 
hearing as Douglas 
accused Harris of mis-

using the Citizenship 
By Investment Fund, 
nepotism and victim-

ization of public work-

ers, an unreleased IMF 
report and crime in the 
federation.

The opposition leader 
also raised corruption 
accusations that dated 
back to Douglas’ own 
time as prime min-

ister while fending 
off points of order 
from the government 
benches. At points, 
Douglas found him-

self defending his own 
record.

When Douglas raised 
an investigation by a 
British newspaper into 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
supporting Japanese 
whaling as an exam-

ple, heckling from the 
government benches 
pointed out that the in-

vestigation happened 
in 2010, when he was 
still prime minister. 
Douglas said Harris 
was to blame as he was 
corrupt while in the 
former’s government.

“I fired him, they need 
to fire him as well. 

Because he has not 
changed,” Douglas 
said.

“The notion of sepa-

ration of powers no 
longer exists, because 
of the control that 
[Harris] exercises 
over three arms of 
government. It cannot 
be right, that is why 
ordinary citizens are 
calling on us to speak 
out on these atroci-
ties,” Douglas said.

Responding from the 
government benches, 
Harris scoffed, “This 
is ridiculous. You’re 
ruining people’s 
Christmas’ eves for 
this ridiculousness.”

Government’s official 
response during the 

motion of no confi-

dence was brief. It 
argued that the govern-

ment had responded to 
the motion promptly 
by bringing the debate 
forward and accus-

ing the Opposition of 
“grand standing.”

“At Christmas time 
we have carnival…
It’s clear that some 
here, they weren’t 
content to go to the 
shows, they also want-
ed to bring the show 
here,” said Foreign 
Affair Minister Mark 
Brantley. 

“This is a distraction. 
it is an attempt to 
come and grandstand 
at Christmas time.”

Brantley moved for a 

vote and Douglas and 
the opposition object-
ed one last time, ask-

ing for a right to reply 
to the government. 
They were overruled 
by Perkins over their 
loud protests.

A voice vote was tak-

en and the motion of 
no confidence failed. 
Though the mutual 
heckling did not end, 
with Representative 
Marcella Liburd 
gave a curt, “Merry 
Christmas!” to Deputy 
Prime Minister Shawn 
Richards.

“Same to you,” 
Richards fired back.

“Shameless,” replied 
Liburd.
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Upcoming Four Seasons 
renovations to be ‘10 

times more destructive’
By Monique Washington

The general manager 
at the Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis Gonzalo 
Güelman Ros has said 
that an upcoming reno-

vation will be bigger 
than the first phase and 

to protect the resort’s 
brand it must close its 
doors.

Güelman Ros in speak-

ing with news media 
THG noted that the up-

coming work at the re-

sort would be ten times 
more disruptive then 

the first phase of the 
renovation.

“This year’s renovations 
was a walk through the 
park compared to next 
year. That will be ten 
times more disruptive 
than now. We are going 
to do the demolishing 

of the terrace, the main 
pool and Cabana restau-

rants. That will take 20, 
25, 30 tracks per day. 
Imagine how disruptive 
that will be?” he said.

He noted that remaining 
open during the upcom-

ing phase will do more 

damage to the hotel 
brand than if they close.

“If we remain opened 
we will have no more 
guests and that’s the 
last thing that we want 
to do. So we investi-
gate, we went through 
all the resources and we 
analyzed that the best 
proposal is to close four 
months of the hotel,” he 
said. 

The resort received a 
number of harsh reviews 
during the first phase of 
the project from guests 
that vacationed at FSR. 
One guest, Robert 
Dwyer of Milenomics.
com visited the resort 
and noted: “I think the 
Four Seasons Nevis 
should be closed during 
these much needed ren-

ovations. The property 
is owned by Bill Gates 
so you think he could 
take the hit.

Güelman Ros pointed 
out that though the ho-

tel will close the villas 
will remain open.

“The villas will re-

main open for the vil-
las owners and the for 
rental. We want to be 
100 percent transparent 
with the guests that are 
renting that they will 
have certain service a 
la carte,” he said.

He noted that the staff 
that works for the vil-
las and certain areas of 
the hotel will remain 
working. 

Güelman Ros said that 

from now until May 15 
the staff will be making 
a lot of money because 
the hotel is going to be 
“packed” and that the 
most recent renovation 
had made the resort 
“the sexiest resort in 
the Caribbean’ 

“The rooms are remark-

able, the restaurant, the 
lobby, the arrival area, 
staff have all new uni-
forms,” he said.

The resort is scheduled 
to close from June 1, 
2019. The refurbish-

ing work will continue 
through July, August 
and September. The 
reopening would take 
place in October, 2019. 

The Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley 
noted that despite 
the NIA and the Four 
Seasons’ best inten-

tions not to close the 
resort during construc-

tion, negative reviews 
from guests made the 
owners reconsider.

The premier said ap-

proximately 400 hotel 
employees of 730 will 
be impacted.

Brantley said the NIA 
has negotiated with 
Four Seasons to agree 
that during the closure 
the resort will pay the 
affected workers 25% 
of their normal salaries. 
The money will be paid 
regardless of whether 
workers obtain tempo-

rary work elsewhere 
during that period.

General manager at the Four Seasons Resort Nevis 
Gonzalo Güelman Ros
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Shaw’s Road Project 
brings Newcastle 

beautification

Work continues in 
Newcastle to enhance 
the infrastructure, 
safety, security and 
attractiveness of the 
area. Hon. Alexis 

Jeffers, Deputy Premier 
of Nevis and Area 
Representative for the 
Parish of St. James 
expressed satisfac-

tion with recent work 

done on the first phase 
of the Shaw’s Road 
Improvement Project.

Jeffers visited the area 
to observe additional 

work done on what is 
the longest uninter-
rupted stretch of road 
in Newcastle.

“When you drive up 
Shaw’s Road now, 
the environment as 
compared to what it 
once was is vastly 
improved…We have 
sought to enhance the 
area here on Shaw’s 
Road from the bottom 
all the way to the top… 
You will see a beautiful 
planter with some flow-

ers to provide beautifi-

cation for the area…

“We have just erected 
some 20 miles-per-
hour speed limit signs,” 
Jeffers said. “We have 
painted all electric-

ity poles on the eastern 
side of the road head-

ing up beyond Mount 
Nevis.”

The minister explained 
that the speed limits are 
to reduce speeding and 
minimise unfortunate 
accidents or incidents. 
Jeffers explained the 

painted poles provide 
safety for drivers and 
pedestrians, especially 
at night.

“The poles are literally 
in the road. There isn’t 
anything much that can 
be done since we do not 
erect poles on people’s 
properties anymore, so 
there is a limited set 
back there so at nights 
it was somewhat diffi-

cult to see these poles...

“We would have en-

gaged the officer in 
charge of Her Majesty’s 
Prison Officer Shawn 
Edwards, who would 
have worked with us to 
assisting with a few in-

mates of Her Majesty’s 
Prison at Russel’s Rest. 
They would have come 
here over two weeks 
and painted all of the 
electricity poles…That 
has led to the beau-

tification of Shaw’s 
Road… it has also im-

proved the safety of the 
area,” Jeffers said.

Regarding preserving 

the beautification en-

hancements the proj-
ect has brought to the 
area, the minister noted 
that the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
implemented mainte-

nance measures.

“It is a beautiful piece 
of road. That is why 
we have sought to do 
things that ensure we 
maintain the beauty 
that comes along with 
the road,” Jeffers con-

cluded. “As a matter 
of fact, we have also 
employed someone to 
keep the sides of the 
roads clean and he has 
been doing a marvel-
lous job.” 

The first phase of 
the Shaw’s Road 
Improvement Project 
from Newcastle to 
Fountain Village com-

menced in early 2017. 
The second phase of 
the just over two-mile 
project is expected to 
commence in the first 
quarter of 2019.

Hon. Alexis Jeffers Deputy Premier of Nevis and Area Representative for the St. 
James Parish standing at the entrance of Shaw’s Road in Newcastle

Traffic signs and a planter with flowers erected at the entrance of Shaw’s Road in 
Newcastle

One of the speed limit signs erected along the eastern side of the newly constructed 
Shaw’s road in phase one of the Shaw’s Road Improvement Project

Sun Country Airlines inaugural 
flight to Federation

St. Kitts and Nevis had 
much to celebrate on Dec. 
22 as the Federation wel-
comed for the first time 
Sun Country Airlines 
and welcomed the largest 
number of flights and pas-
sengers in any given day.

Sun Country Flight 
SY777 touched down 
to the RL Bradshaw 
International Airport 
greeted by a water salute 
from the Fire Department. 
As passengers disem-

barked the airplane, they 
were entertained to a mas-
querade performance. 

“Today is indeed a his-
toric occasion as it is the 
first time Sun Country 
Airlines is servicing our 
twin island Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
said Minister of Tourism, 
the Honourable Lindsay 
Grant, speaking at a 
welcoming ceremony 
at the airport. “Further, 
Sun Country’s peak sea-

son from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, is the first ever 

non-stop service from the 
upper Midwest and so we 
are thankful for that…
welcoming a new airline 
to St. Kitts is an official 
duty that brings me great 
pride and privilege.”

Minister Grant said that 
visitors from the United 
States now have an easier 
and more convenient way 
to reach St. Kitts and 
Nevis. “Sun Country’s 
Flight SY777 arrival 
on the historic day was 
credited to the relation-

ships the Federation has 
with the various airlines,” 
Grant said. “As a govern-

ment, we have given high 
priority to our relation-

ships with the airlines and 
we hope that we will have 
an excellent relationship 
with Sun Country as we 
expand our airlift from 
the United States, our 
largest source market.”

Prime Minister, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, thanked Sun 
Country Airlines for 

contributing to this his-
toric occasion.

In welcoming the captain, 
crew and passengers, 
Prime Minister Harris 
said, “we want to offer 
our thanks to the captain 
for making this inaugu-

ral visit a safe one. All 
of the passengers with 
whom we interacted 
as they descended the 
steps indicated that they 
had a lovely experience. 
  

“Today is a very spe-

cial one and we are very 
pleased that as history is 
being made at our interna-

tional airport Sun Country 
is part of that history.   ”

Premier of Nevis, the 
Honourable Mark 
Brantley, said that se-

curing the Sun Country 
Airlines to fly to St. Kitts 
took a lot of effort and 
tireless work to make it a 
possibility.

“This is Christmas and 
what better Christmas 

present could we ask for 
than a new flight, a new 
airline landing here at the 
peak of the season, and 
a new airline and a new 
flight coming from the 
upper Midwest for the 
very first time,” said the 
premier.

“On behalf of our Sun 
Country Airlines and 
the flight crew today, we 

appreciate you all join-

ing us. We had a great 
flight down. The view 
was incredible as we 
came in. Our passengers 
were very happy and we 
look forward to having 
many more flights down 
here,” the captain of Sun 
Country Airlines SY777 
said.

The Premier of Nevis, 

the Honourable Mark 
Brantley, and the CEO 
of the Nevis Tourism 
Authority, Greg 
Phillip, and the team 
from the Nevis Island 
Administration lead 
the initiative to secure 
the flight. The St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority pro-

vided technical assistance 
to the Nevis team.

Sun Country’s Flight SY777 lands at the RL Bradshaw International Airport Arriving passengers greeted by (left) Prime Minister Dr. the Hon Timothy Harris; and 
Premier o Nevis, the Hon Mark Brantley

Sun Country flight SY777 welcomed by (left to right) Chairman of the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority, Nick Menon; Dr. the Hon Prime Minister the Hon Timothy Harris; Minister of 
Tourism, Hon Lindsay Grant; Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Tourism, Carlene 

Henry Morton; Premier of Nevis, Hon Mark Brantley; Minister of Transport, Hon Ian 
Patches Liburd; and CEO of the Nevis Tourism Authority, Greg Phillip
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Violence ends 
J’ouvert early

By Kenichi Serino

J’ouvert 2018 was cut 
short this year “in the 
interest of public safety” 
after violence left several 
people injured, includ-

ing two women by the 
accidental discharge of a 
police firearm. The can-

cellation left thousands 
of law-abiding revellers 
disappointed.

“Due to several incidents 
that occurred during 
J’ouvert, a decision was 
made in the interest of 
public safety to restrict 
the event to 10 a.m.,” the 
police said in a statement.

“The police are aware that 
a number of the incidents 
were gang-related and the 
others were fights that oc-

curred during the street 
jam.”

The police said bottles 
and stones were used 
as missiles, among the 
injured were two police 
officers. None of the inju-

ries were life-threatening. 
Sixty-four people were 
detained by the police at 
the time.

Police said two women 
were accidentally shot 
when “an officer’s fire-

arm discharged after he 
fell while trying to ap-

prehend an assailant.” 
The two women suffered 
injuries to their legs as a 

result. They were treated 
at JNF Hospital and were 
released.

Two police officers were 
also injured, including the 
one who accidentally dis-
charged his firearm. The 
second officer was injured 
while being attacked 
making an arrest. He was 
still being treated in hos-
pital as of Wednesday.

The early cancellation left 
thousands of revellers dis-
appointed as troupes sud-

denly cut their music and 
the procession stopped. 

“I guess J’Ouvert stops 
at 10 a.m. now?” asked 
one member of the Trojan 
Red Devils as they parked 
their float in the Circus.

The morning up to then 
had been the usual festive 
fun. Floats moved through 
Basseterre, pumping mu-

sic provided by DJ’s and 
bands. People danced, 
winded, “dropped it” be-

fore arising to “pop it.” 
Eight troupes officially 
participated: Xtreme 
J’ouvert SKN, Small 
Axe & Shiggidy Shack 
J’ouvert Warriors, Tek 
Dat WildKatz, Xplosion 
Shifting Gears, Jab Jab 
in SKB, Fantasy Powder 
Bliss, GM Addix and Red 
Devils.

Extreme could be spotted 
in their kente-inspired lyr-
ca and Jouvert Warriors 

carrying their palm fronds 
raised up and down. 
Newcomers Jab Jab were 
also easy to spot covered 
completely in oil.

Many troupes made the 
most of the day and re-

fused to let the party 
stop quietly. The Red 
Devils, thought they 
couldn’t play music, 
beat boxed into micro-

phones and sprayed 
water into their mem-

bers jokingly urging 
them to get washed up. 
Jab Jab, still covered in 
oil, moved through the 
crowd beating bucket 
drums, blasting vuvuz-

elas and delivering dabs 
to willing members of 
the crowd.

Winning the Road 
March competition was 
Small Axe with ‘Get 
Jiggy Wid It’ with 78.43 
points. They were fol-
lowed by Nu Vybes 
with 77.68 and Grand 
Masters with 76.27.

The winner of the 
Large Jouvert Troupes 
was Red Devils with 
224 points followed by 
Xtreme with 216 points 
and Shiggidy Shack & 
Small Axe with 209.

The winner of Small 
Jouvert Troupes were 
Jab Jab with 230 points 
followed closely by 
Fantasy with 223 points 
and Xplosion with 172.
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Vacancy

Smart Electronics is 
seeking one cellphone/ 
laptop technician with 
8 years experiencs. 
Must be bilingual. 
Call 466 4271

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
Vacancy
House Keeper
Contact :669-2212

Vacancy
One High Skill Painter
Five Years Experience
Contact :665-9523

Restaurant 
For Rent

Newcastle Pizza 
Beach Please contact 
us at 469-9373

Vacancy

Qualified Project 
Manager With over 
10 years experience 
Contact 663-6877

Vacancy

Sales Manager:- 
Working Hours 9am 
- 5pm must be able 
to work on Sundyas 
when ship in port. 
Must be experienced 
in Sales. Apply 
to:- Sippt LTD. T/A 
Diamond Island Unit 
10, Building #2, Port 
Zante, Basseterre  St. 
Kitts Email Diamond.
Island@yahoo.com

Vacancy

The Mill is currently 
seeking a Manager. 
Previous experi-
ence in a restaurant 
enviroment required. 
RESPONSIBILITIES:
Customer Service 
, Accounting, 
Management, 
HR. Please email 
your resume & 
cover letter to:
foodandmoodcon-

tainer@gmail.com, 
with ‘Manager’ 
as the subject.

Vacancy

Shara Beauty Salon 
Needs 1 Styler & 
Barber Contact: 
6658610

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’A’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Andrew Jarrel John Now residing in 
Conaree  Street in the town or Village 
of Basseterre do hereby give you notice 

that it is my intention to apply on  31st  
day of December 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate at Basseterre- The 
Circus

for  a Retail Liquor Licence in respect 
of my premises in The Circus  Street 
in Basseterre

Dated this 10th day of December, 
2018.

Signed: AJohn

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Twana Williams

Now residing in Hermitage Road 
Street in the town orVillage of St John’s 
Parish do hereby give you notice That 
it is my intention to apply on 17th Day  
of December 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate

At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my Premises in Hermitage 
Road Street in St. John’s Parish

Date this 17th day of December 2018

Signed: Twana Williams

Vacancy
Restaurant-
Lemongrass
Position-Chef 
de partie
Cuisine- Authentic 
Indian Food & 
Continental food.
Experience- 
Minimum 4 years
Contact- 465-0143 
or 763-6100

For Rent
Apartment For Rent 
Ramsbury Site
Contact: 663-
2122/ 760-2308

Vacancy
One High Skill Painter
Five Years Experience
Contact :665-9523

Vacancy
One High Skill Painter
Five Years Experience
Contact :665-9523

Vacancy

TEAM LANDSCAPE
Needs: Landscaper
Contact:869-664-0731

Vacancy

Gaming  Cordinator
Contact: 665-2111

Vacancy 

T&T LANDSCAPING
Male or Female
Contact: 663-5357

Vacancy

Yatchtsman Grill 
Restaurant
Needs Sous Chef
Local Restaurant looking 
for Sous Chef. Minimum 
10 years and more 
experience as a chef
Preferable in hotel 
environment, must have 
professional experience 
with international cuisine
Must be able to work 
weekends and holidays.
To apply call: 
(813)321-0955

Job opportunity 

We at the Coffee Shop 
are hiring Barista with 
minimum 2 years 
experience in mak-

ing different types of 
coffee and smoothies 
Must be friendly, 
honest and trustworthy 
with a high standard of 
customer service skills 
, knowledge and asset.
Contact: Yacht Club 
Coffee Shop
 Port Zante, St.Kitts 
Tel: 466 9993 
/ 660 1808

VACANCY

Pacific Flavours is seeking a full-time chef with expertise 
in Filipino, Malaysian and Indonesian cuisine. Must have 
first hand experience preparing a variety of foods from each 
country, menu planning and kitchen management. Forward 
a detailed resume and cover letter to pacificflavoursskn@
gmail.com or call 8697634701 to arrange an interview.

VACANCIES AT BANANAS

Full Time Kitchen Staff.  Must have experience in a 

professional kitchen & split shift availability.

Full Time Handy Man/ Gardener.  Must have ba-

sic woodworking & plumbing skills.  Electrical skill a 

plus.  Duties include looking after dogs on property.

Call Gillian at 469-1891

PHYSICAL PLANT SUPERVISOR
Behavioural Science Foundation seeks a mature St Kitts citizen, male 
or female, for the position of Physical Plant Supervisor.  The success-

ful candidate will oversee and assist with general maintenance and 
regular repair of the buildings, grounds, outdoor caging and fencing 
at two research sites between Molineux and Tabernacle.  This person 
will need to be able to communicate clearly and work effectively with 
existing staff, and will also be required to organize the work flow to 
meet variable demands.  Basic literacy, physical fitness and a valid St 
Kitts driver’s license are also required.  Salary will be commensurate 
with experience and skills.  Please address applications or queries to 
the attention of Heather Hotchin, Box 428 St Kitts, or by telephone 
(465-7280) or e-mail (heatherbsf@gmail.com).

Vacancy

Position: Chef
Company Name: 
Buddha bar
Requirement: 
a person can 
make Indio Chinese, 
have a knowledge of 
spices, a person can 
speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 
1869-763-9721

Reward
For the return undam-

aged of the Beeman
I Pad Computer sto-

len from his home 
at Hull Ground dur-
ing the morning of
December 20th 2018
$200 plus a year sup-

ply of Nevis Honey
“The Beeman is par-
ticuarly saddened he 
could not communicate 
with family and friends
during the Festive 
Season.
Contact :663-7477

WANTED

Premium 
Restaurant seeks
Experienced Male 
& Female Waiters
Apply in writing to 
General Manager
P.O. Box 861
Basseterre
St. Kitts

WANTED

UPSCALE 
RESTAURANT 
SEEKS FOOD 
AND BEVERAGE 
HOSTESS WITH 
INTERNATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE
SEND RESUME WITH 
REFERENCES TO
P.O. BOX 861
BASSETERRE
ST. KITTS

Hon ‘Patches’ Liburd brings Christmas 
cheer to East Basseterre children

Area Parliamentary 
Representative for 
Constituency Number 
One, the Hon Ian 
‘Patches’ Liburd, 
was centre of atten-

tion Sunday evening 
Dec. 23 when as 
Santa he distributed 
gifts to over 450 chil-
dren in the last of 
two Christmas par-
ties for children in his 
constituency.

The first Christmas 
party for children in 
East Basseterre or-
ganised by the Hon 
Liburd, who is also 
the Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, Posts, 
Urban Development, 
and Transport, was 
held on Sunday 
Dec. 16 at Taylor’s 
National Housing 

Corporation’s parking 
lot, while the second 
one was held at the 
basketball hard courts 
in New Town.

There was food, 
snacks and drinks for 
everyone, including 
the parents. While 
older children played 
games, the younger 
ones were entertained 
by a bouncing castle. 
Mansion Bulls and the 
Vibes Masquerades 
provided cultural 
entertainment.

The party, organ-

ised by members 
of a committee of 
the Constituency 
Number One Group 
led by Ms. Karen 
Sadio, had its big 
moment when Santa, 

(Area Parliamentary 
Representative the 
Hon Ian Patches 
Liburd) arrived to dis-

tribute the gifts. The 
children formed two 
orderly lines, allow-

ing young ones to be 
at the head of the lines 
to receive gifts. 

“It is a feeling that is 
hard to explain,” said 
Liburd. “It brings 
out humility because 
when I look at it, it 
is the area in which 
I was born, and in 
which I was raised, 
and it is area in which 
I still live. There are 
some parents, single 
mothers in particular, 
with two or three chil-
dren who just cannot 
afford to bring this joy 
for their children at 

Christmas time.”

According to Minister 
Liburd, the party was 
an exercise in giving at 
Christmas time, which 
he termed as a season 
of peace, love and 
joy. The two parties 
held for the children 
were indeed meant to 
bring joy to the chil-
dren, and even if the 
number rises to 1,000 
he said that would be 
immaterial as all the 
children would be ca-

tered for since the aim 
is to bring joy to all of 
them.

“We had about 500 
children and every 
year the number in-

creases, and we cater 
for that as you see we 
still have some toys 

left,” Liburd said. “I 
have been doing it 
even before going into 
government. I have al-
ways prepared to give 
more after I got elected 
to office because it is 
for the community and 
the community has 
quite a lot of children.”

A mother of six, Ms. 
Valencia Richards said 
the party was a great 
idea and thanked the 
parliamentary repre-

sentative for going 
out of his way to en-

sure that the children 
in the constituency 
were well catered for 
with food and gifts. 
The children were 
very happy when the 
Hon Liburd distrib-

uted the gifts to them, 
noted the mother. “I 

can see happiness 
in their eyes - they 
were glad to receive 
their gifts,” said Ms. 
Richards. “As a moth-

er I will say thank you 
Mr Minister. Job well 
done and continue 
with the donation 
to the less fortunate 
mothers and especial-
ly at Christmas time.”

At the end of the high-

ly successful event, 
the host was joined 
by his Cabinet col-
league, Deputy Prime 
Minister the Hon 
Shawn Richards who 
congratulated him for 
taking good care and 
entertaining children 
in East Basseterre, 
Constituency Number 
One. 

Minister the Hon Ian Patches Liburd with children from East Basseterre who had 
turned out for the Christmas party at the basketball hard courts in New Town

On arrival all children were issued with wristbands. A bouncing castle entertained the younger children
Vibes Masquerades were on hand to entertain the chil-

dren from a cultural standpoint. 

Santa (Ian Patches Liburd) presenting gifts to the eager children. The very young ones 
were accompanied by their parents
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Dear Mr Editor

This time of year locally is often regarded as the “busy season” when speaking of tourist ar-
rivals to the island. It is common knowledge, that a vast majority of tourists arrive in flocks 
to our island aboard cruise liners which continue to become larger each year. What I must 
say seems to not be common knowledge however, is the immense work done by stakeholders 
across the board to make such impossibly seeming feats possible. It is very easy in seeing 
the ships docked, releasing their guests to enjoy these shores, to forget these hard working 
persons behind the scenes. The ship’s agents, security officers and even the workers at the 
information booths. Yet to me, Mr. Editor, none of these go more unnoticed and unrecognized 
than a small group of elite individuals. 

Operating from a small, easily-missed office, somewhere in Port Zante, is this group of elite 
individuals, who in my opinion, hold the nation’s economy in their hands. Without them, vis-

iting cruise ships would have a difficult time docking at Port Zante. Without their existence, 
ships here may forever tender when in port or even turn away from our shore!  The truth is 
Mr. Editor that without these hard working individuals the cruise dominated tourism sector 
of our economy, would not be like it is today. In addition to this, the imports we so heavily 
depend on would be stuck miles out, left in their steel containments. These individuals, are 
a part of a larger group of skilled mariners found all around the world known as maritime 
pilots. I often turn heads when I tell persons about this profession which I seek to follow. 
Persons thinking I am crazy for saying the man who flies a plane could miraculously guide 
a ship! It is ironic however, Mr. Editor, that a profession dating back to  Ancient Rome and 
Greece has been buried over the years, even being overshadowed by their only 230 year old 
namesake!

 The maritime pilot (which I shall refer to as pilot) is an experienced mariner who provides 
assistance during the berthing phase of ships in congested or otherwise dangerous waters. 
Simply put, whereas the captain may know his ship, he may not know the port’s waters i.e. 
the tide, currents and depths. This is where the local knowledge of the pilot comes into play. 
It should come as no surprise therefore, that everyday these elite men put their lives in danger 
just so this nation could have its bread. Yet, they stay mostly behind the curtain, working 
away, hearing only the few compliments from satisfied patrons, most of which none are local. 
The job often begins way before the break of dawn, when the first contacts are made, between 
ship and shore. The pilot must then venture in a designated boat next to these huge structures 
towering over the sea. As life hangs in the balance, he takes hold of a special rope ladder. 
Swinging in the wind, hearing the roaring seas beneath his feet, he climbs to the ladder’s top 
where he boards the ship and proceeds to the bridge to give his advice to the ship’s captain. 
What may seem as an “easy” job is one with danger at every turn, for with just one wrong 
move, the nation could be plunged into mourning. It would be remiss of me, however, not to 
mention the other elite members of this office. The Berthing Officers, who supervise the han-

dling of the ship’s mooring lines, as well as give shore side assistance to the pilot. And who 
can forget the lines men, who work day in and day out securing the ship’s HEAVY mooring 
lines. These men work, no matter the weather, time of day or day of the week. They sacrifice 
everything, placing their lives on the lines for their jobs, families and moreover this country.

It is easy to overlook the people who work behind the scenes to keep the show flowing 
smoothly. It is my hope, Mr. Editor, that through the publishing of this piece, many would be 
made aware of the hard work that goes on in plain sight without due recognition. I feel it is 
time that these hardworking, dedicated men be given the respect and honour they deserve. It 
is also my wish that through this piece, the respective bodies may see the great need to ensure 
maximum continuity to this local powerhouse!

I wish all readers a Merry Christmas and Happy and Prosperous 2019. All the best to the 
Editor, staff and stakeholders of this newspaper. God bless you!

Thank You for reading!

Sincerely

Mauriel Knight

Bird Rock, St Kitts 

Basseterre High School, 4G

Letter to the Editor
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@
SMART ELECTRONICS

CHRISTMAS 

SALE
STORE WIDE

• CELL PHONES,

• LAPTOPS,

• PS4 CONSOLES, 

• BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS 

• ALL CELLPHONE ACCESSORIES.

Invincible 
makes it four

By Monique Washington 
and Loshaun Dxion 

He goes by the name 
“Invincible” and to 
his competition Terron 
Webb has proven his 
name for the fourth 
straight year, again 
capturing the teen-

age National Carnival 
Junior Calypso crown.

Invincible singing 
his tune ‘Change d 
Thinking’ wowed the 
judges with his per-
formance to take the 
title once again and 
is now the holder of 
both the Sugar Mas 
and Culturama titles. 
Invincible amassed 
422 points and defeat-
ed his nearest competi-
tor by some 46 points.

First runner up 
was King Akedo 
(Akedo Nisbet) with 
376 points singing 
‘Shoulda Blow’ while 
2nd runner up went 
to Simply Mighty 
(Tyrique Jeffers) with 
360 points with the 
song ‘Children Getting 
Children’. Third 
runner up went to 
MIGHTY J (Marques 
Washington) with his 
song ‘ Monkey vs 
Man’.

In the Primary School 
age group Sweet T 
(Tiana Warner) cap-

tured the crown with 
the tune ‘Train Up 
Your Child’ while trail-
ing her was Princess 
Nevaeh (Shante 
Hendrickson) with 368 
points.

Second runner up 
was Singing Divi 
(Devonique Liburd) 
with 334 points sing-

ing ‘Law And Order’.

The Primary School 
Junior Calypso Show 
(8-12 years old) 
Teenage Calypso 
Show (13-18 years 
old) and the Talented 
Teen competition took 
place on Dec 26 at the 

Sugar Mill, Warner 
Park.

Six Calypsoians 
competed in the 
Teenage competi-
tion. Competitors 
were Jaysya Donovan 
(Lady Shya), Simply 
Mighty, King Akedo, 
Invincible, Mighty J 
and Tresjeur Dedier 
(Empress Tres).

The primary school 
competition saw 
eight competitors  
MicQue Washington 
(lil Legend) Shante 
Hendrickson (Princess 
Nevaeh), Sweet 
T, Raheem Mason 
(Power Piper), 
Dequon Hendrickson 
(Dequon), Rajaun 
FyField (Erastus), 
Elviquan Stevens (De 
young Messenger) and 
Singing Divi.

The Observer spoke 
with the four-peat 
king Webb who said 
that though he was 
crowned king, he was 
looking for more of a 
competition. Webb is 
also the current Nevis 
Culturama Junior 
Calypso King.

“The show was nice, I 
mean I was hoping to 
get more competition 
but I am happy with 
myself,” he said.

The young king also 
expressed his disap-

pointed on the “poor 
organization” of the 
competition.

The competition was 
set to begin at 7pm. 
Competitors were 
asked to be at the 
venue one hour be-

fore the competition. 
After a late start, the 
first calypso competi-
tor hit the stage some 
time after 9. After his 
performance the gen-

erator that the served 
the lights on stage 
malfunctioned which 
caused the stage to be 
in compete darkness 
for almost an hour.  

The show progressed 
into the early morning. 
It was only at 3am both 
junior winners were 
announced.

“The show was long. 
Kind of boring, tiring, 
poorly organized. We 
didn’t know too much 
about how the show 
would have run, or 
what was happening” 
he said.

Webb noted that he 
was disappointed that 
both crowns did not re-

turn to Nevis but hopes 
for the best next year. 
Webb noted that re-

gardless he was proud 
of all of his fellow 
participants.

The evening also fea-

tured the Talented 
Teen pageant with all 
the high schools in St. 
Kitts and Nevis being 
represented. Avanya 
Richards of the Cayon 
High School captured 
the title in a narrow 
competition.

She won the Best 
Ambassadorial Wear 
Award and the Best 
Evening Wear Award 
and earned an overall 
score of 838.5 points.

First runner up 
was Washington 
Archibald’s Tashaunte 
Smith with 837 points 
falling 1.5 points short. 
She won the awards for 
Best Ambassadorial 
Speech and Best Talent. 
Danieka Dickenson of 
the Basseterre High 
school earned the 2nd 
runner up position 
with 799 points. 

Richards will repre-

sent St. Kitts next year 
at the Haynes Smith 
Caribbean Talented 
Teen Pageant in St. 
Kitts.

All the winners on the 
evening were crowned 
by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Culture the Hon. 
Shawn Richards.

Almost 80% of 
registrants approved 

for PAP on Nevis
By Monique Washington 

Almost 80 percent of 
the Nevisians who 
registered for the fed-

eral government’s new 
Poverty Alleviation 
Program (PAP) have 
been approved.

Out of the 819 per-
sons that registered 
in Nevis for PAP, 643 
people have been ap-

proved so far. Persons 
in Nevis registered for 
the programme between 
the end of August to 
September.The pro-

gramme seeks to assist 
households with a total 
gross monthly income 
below EC$3,000 with 
a EC$500 every month 
going forward. An esti-
mated 4000 persons in 

the federation will ben-

efit from this program. 
According to Prime 
Minister Dr Timothy 
Harris: “We designed 
this Poverty Alleviation 
Programme in direct re-

sponse to the felt needs 
of the poor and needy, 
who made up 21.8 per-
cent of our population 
10 years ago when the 
CDB-funded Country 
Poverty Assessment 
was conducted in 2008.”

On Monday, a hand-

ful of persons attended 
the launch and open-

ing of the federal pro-

gram in Nevis at the at 
War Memorial square 
in Charlestown. The 
Premier of Nevis Mark 
Brantley officially de-

clared the programme 
opened on Nevis. A 

similar ceremony was 
also conducted on St 
.Kitts at the same time. 
Unlike on St. Kitts, 
checks were not handed 
out at the launch in 
Nevis but approved 
persons were asked 
to collect their checks 
at the Community 
Development office.

The Observer spoke 
with a registrant who 
noted that they were 
afraid to check if they 
were approved because 
they did not want to 
be embarrassed if they 
weren’t. 

Minister of Social 
Development Eric 
Evelyn, who spoke at 
the opening ceremony, 
described the pro-

gramme as a “fantastic 

initiative “which was 
launched by the federal 
government to assist 
the “less fortunate”. He 
noted that “one of the 
aims of this initiative is 
to leave no one behind. 
Use the funds very 
wisely,” he said.

Evelyn advised that 
those who did not re-

ceive a call of approval 
should not assume they 
were declined and that 

the verification process 
is continuing. 

“It does not mean that 
you would not qualify 
eventually but the veri-
fication process will 
continue.”

The initial pay-out saw 
persons receiving a 
cashable check however 
it is expected that in 
2019 payments will be 
done via a special debit 

card that will be replen-

ished on a monthly 
basis.

Person who registered 
but were not called 
in Nevis can inquire 
about their approval at 
the Social Services de-

partment. Persons who 
were approved but un-

able to claim checks 
can to so at the Treasury 
Department with their 
identification on hand.

Tiana “Sweet T” Warner captured the Primary School Calypso corwn at the Sugar Mill 
on Thursday night

Terron “Invicible” Webb wears his crown after winning the Teen Calypso championship 
for the fourth year in a row at the Sugar Mill on Thursday

Talented Teen pageant winner Avanya Richards of Cayon High School displays her 
costume during the Abassardorial segment of the contest held in Sugar Mill on Thurs-

day
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Hundreds gather 
for launch of anti-

poverty programme

by Kenichi Serino

Hundreds of peo-

ple gathered in 
Independence Square 
on Monday for the 
launch of the Poverty 
Alleviation Programme 
(PAP).

The event was chaired 
by Prime Minister the 
Honourable Dr Timothy 
Harris and Deputy Prime 
Minister the Honourable 
Shawn Richards and in-

cluded the public hand-

ing over of EC $500 
checks to five people 
each from each of the 
eight constituencies on 
St. Kitts.

“I’m next in line for my 
blessing,” one woman 
shouted as she climbed 
the stage.

The programme will pro-

vide a monthly payment 
of EC $500 to qualifed 
households earning less 
than $3,000 a month. It’s 
expected to help more 
than 4,000 people in St. 
Kitts and Nevis. 

Opening remarks were 
given by Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Social Service, et 
al, Mrs. Janelle Lewis-
Tafari. The vote of 
thanks was delivered 

by Deputy Speaker, 
Senator Hon Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett. 

Lewis-Tafari said that 
while this first payment 
would be by cheque, sub-

sequent payments would 
be by a special debit card 
that can only be used at 
designated vendors. 
This would preclude 
spending on things such 
as cigarettes or alcohol. 
However, beneficiaries 
would be able to spend 
their money on grocer-
ies, electricity and water 
bills as well as payments 
to the National Housing 
Corporation.

“Today I as the Prime 
Minister, and my entire 
team, come with love 
and compassion in our 
hearts to deliver glad tid-

ings and good share on 
the eve of Christmas,” 
said Dr. Harris at the 
event.

“We come not with mere 
words or a promissory 
note, but with thousands 
of cheques to deliver to 
all of the people who 
have qualified.”

Dr. Harris said the PAP 
was in line with the fed-

eration’s efforts to tackle 
the United Nations 
Millenium Development 
goals, in particularly to 

ending poverty, ending 
hunger and reducing 
inequality.

“Today our Team Unity 
Government is helping 
the poor and low-income 
families all over St Kitts 
and Nevis. No victim-

ization. No discrimina-

tion,” said Dr. Harris.

The programme and 
event on Monday has 
been criticized by 
some. The Opposition 
Leader slammed the 
public handing out of 
checks during a speech 
in Parliament dur-
ing the Motion of No 
Confidence vote on the 
same day, comparing 
it to slavery during the 
colonial period and re-

ferring to Independence 
Square to its pre-inde-

pendence name of Pall 
Mall Square.

“There should be some 
dignity and pride in our 
government, why do 
you have to bring them 
to Pall Mall Square? 
Parade them like its slave 
days then offer them 500 
dollars. It reminds us of 
slavery, it reminds of 
us what used to happen 
when the slaves arrive 
in our harber, when they 
were marched in Pall 
Mall Square,” Douglas 
said.

EU criticized for ‘blacklisting’ Small 
Island Developing States

The European Union 
(EU) has been criticized 
by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, the Honourable 
Mark Brantley for black-

listing countries as non-
cooperative jurisdictions 
for tax purposes. 

Brantley said the EU’s 
treatment of Small 
Island Developing States 
(SIDS) is “unconsciona-

ble behaviour on the part 
of those who are rich 
and powerful against 
those of us who are poor 
and vulnerable.”

Speaking in the National 
Assembly, several 
amendments were made 
to Acts to meet an EU 
compliance date of Dec. 
31. “The action was 
necessary because the 
European bloc deemed 
St. Kitts and Nevis as 
a country with harmful 

tax practices,” Minister 
Brantley said. “St. Kitts 
and Nevis together has a 
robust financial services 
sector.”

Brantley said the off-

shore sector “has added 
tremendous value to the 
economy of Nevis” and 
that the “financial ser-
vices sector translates 
into some $14 million 
per year in direct govern-

ment revenue in Nevis, 
but that financial institu-

tions are threatened by 
blocs such as the EU.

“When one were to look 
at the multiplier effect—
rental of office space, 
employment, high pay-

ing jobs—it is a very sig-

nificant sector,” Brantley 
said.

However, he said that 
while the amendments 
are primarily concerned 

with the offshore sector, 
the onshore banking sec-

tor is affected if some-

thing goes wrong in the 
financial services sector.

Brantley said judgments 
by developed countries 
at times are “a conspir-
acy of effort by some 
countries to ensure that 
smaller countries such 
as ours remain poor and 
dependent.”

“We here in St. Kitts 
and Nevis are being 
required, as are other 
countries throughout the 
world, to grapple with 
these difficult issues at a 
time when we feel they 
are calculated in many 
ways to derail and retard 
the progress that is be-

ing made,” Brantley ex-

plained. “Nonetheless, 
our country, it has to be 
said, has been respon-

sive and responsible. 

Our country and its gov-

ernment certainly have 
responded to every con-

cern in a forthright man-

ner. We have come to the 
Parliament and we have 
said in a very forthright 
way what the situation 
is.

“All that we have done 
and all that we continue 
to do is seek to conduct 
ourselves as a responsi-
ble country in the world 
of nations,” Brantley 
added.

In response to the 
EU Code of Conduct 
Group and the OECD 
(Organization for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development) 
FHTP (Forum for 
Harmful Tax Practices), 
several amendments 
encapsulated in bills 
were introduced in the 
National Assembly 

including Companies 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; Financial Services 
Regulatory Commission 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; Captive 
Insurance Companies 

( A m e n d m e n t s ) 
Bill, 2018; Trusts 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; and Limited 
P a r t n e r s h i p s 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of St. Kitts and Nevis, the 
Honourable Mark Brantley
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Amendments ensure business 
financial regulation

Amendments made to 
five Acts in the Sitting of 
the National Assembly 
will ensure that indi-
viduals be regulated and 
all financial business 
taking place in St. Kitts 
and Nevis be brought 
under the Financial 
Services Regulatory 
Commission (FSRC).

The amendments are 
encapsulated in five 
bills. These bills in-

clude the Companies 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; Financial Services 
Regulatory Commission 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; Captive 
Insurance Companies 
( A m e n d m e n t ) 
Bill, 2018; Trusts 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018; and Limited 
P a r t n e r s h i p s 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018. In giving the 
raison d’etre for the 

amendments, Attorney 
General, Honourable 
Vincent Byron, said, 
“Individuals will still be 
regulated. All financial 

businesses in this coun-

try must be regulated. 
We will bring them 
under the Financial 
Services Regulatory 

Commission. [This ap-

plies to] authorized per-
sons, whether you are 
an accountant, whether 
you are a lawyer or 

whatever or whoever 
you are. Anyone who 
has financial deal-
ings must get a licence 
from the Financial 

Services Regulatory 
Commission and that is 
the nub of what we do 
here today.

“You will see Mr. 
Speaker as we move to 
do other amendments 
subsequent to this…
that these are contin-

gent on the Financial 
Services Regulatory 
Commission having 
control over individu-

als who do business and 
finance in this country, 
to protect individuals 
who do business with 
them…,” the attorney 
general added.

All five bills were 
passed unanimously in 
the House. Copies of 
the bills can be found 
on the website (sknis.
kn) of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Information 
Service under Notices.  

Attorney General, Honourable Vincent Byron

ILO Report: Unemployment ‘down-
slightly’ in Latin American, Caribbean

After increasing for 
three years, unemploy-

ment in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 
dipped slightly in 
2018, according to the 
International Labour 
Organization (ILO’s) 
Labour Overview 2018. 
But there is uncertainty 
about future trends, 
amid slow growth, high 
volatility and concerns 
about the high rate of 
youth unemployment.

The forecast unem-

ployment rate in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean fell slightly 
to 7.8 percent in 2018, 
compared to 8.1 percent 
in 2017, reversing a 
three-year trend of ris-

ing unemployment, the 
ILO said in its Labour 
Overview 2018  region-

al report.

“In a context of slow 

economic growth, the 
improvement in the 
unemployment rate has 
been modest,” said ILO 
interim Regional Director 
Carlos Rodriguez, add-

ing that there is a need 
“to increase the speed at 
which we generate more 

and better jobs. 

He pointed out that the 
latest figures, based on 
data collected in the 
first nine months of 
2018, mean that some 
25 million women and 
men in the region are 

unemployed.

ILO Regional Economist 
Hugo Ñopo warned that 
youth unemployment in 
the region was at alarm-

ing levels. One in five of 
those aged 14 to 25 were 
looking for but failing to 

find work.

The report also high-

lights the need to step up 
efforts to reduce gender 
inequality in the world 
of work. Women’s la-

bour force participation 
rate remained constant 
in the first nine months 
of 2018, at 50.3 percent, 
which is 20 percentage 
points below that for 
men. In the same period, 
the unemployment rate 
for women reached 10 
percent, compared with 
7.3 percent for men.

While the average unem-

ployment rate for the re-

gion fell, at national level 
it increased in 10 coun-

tries and fell in seven. 

The decrease in the re-

gional rate was largely 
driven by an improve-

ment in Brazil – home to 
40 percent of the region’s 

economically active pop-

ulation – which saw its 
unemployment rate fall 
by 0.6 percentage points.

Real minimum wages 
increased both region-

ally and in 12 of the 16 
countries that provided 
data. The report says one 
million jobs could be cre-

ated if an International 
Monetary Fund forecast 
for 2.2 percent growth 
in 2019 is realized. But 
it also warns that future 
trends in the region re-

main uncertain, amid la-

bour market vulnerability 
to political, trade and in-

vestment fluctuations.

The Labour Overview 
marks its 25th anni-
versary this year, at 
a time when the ILO 
is gearing up to mark 
its Centenary, starting in 
January 2019.
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