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Multiple funding 
sources sustain 

Universal 
Health Care

Universal Healthcare 
funding will be pro-
vided by a combina-
tion of wage deductions 
and increased and 
new taxes on the lot-
tery, tobacco, alcohol 
and sugar-sweetened 
beverages, according 
to Chairperson for the 
National Commission 
on Universal Health 
Care, Azilla Clarke.

She pointed out 
Universal Healthcare 
funding will come from 
this combination of 
sources to ensure the 

sustainability of the 
coverage.

“The plate of financ-
ing includes deductions 
from every person; this 
is an opportunity for 
us to return to a sense 
of community cohe-
sion,” said Ms. Clarke. 
“Salary deductions for 
the health care cover-
age will be mandatory. 
Individuals will have 
the choice of whether 
to keep their existing 
private insurance or 
not after the universal 
healthcare coverage 

commences.

“If you presently have 
private medical insur-
ance, when the na-
tional health system is 
launched, you have to 
make a determination. 
If the benefit package 
offered by the national 
healthcare system is 
comparable or bet-
ter you can choose the 
national health care 
system.” 

Ms. Clarke noted that 
contributions will be 
regulated in legislation. 

If there is to be any 
increase in the rate of 
pay, it must go through 
the legislative process. 

“Forecasting what it 
will cost the country is 
important because we 
must be able to set a rate 
today that will make 
it as sustainable in the 
first three to five years,” 

Ms. Clarke explained.  
“The cooperation of the 
public when the medi-
cal records scheme is 
established will be vi-
tal. Once we have a full 
epidemiological view 
of the country we will 
be able to make better 
projections.”

“A national health care 

system is the pooling 
of resources. Just like 
social security, we rely 
on the principle of soli-
darity. Those who can 
pay, pay for those who 
can’t so the healthy 
will have to pay for the 
unhealthy,” concluded 
Ms. Clarke.

Pay your hospital bill or risk the court
By Monique Washington 

Persons owing pay-
ment to the Alexandra 
Hospital must pay 
their bills or face being 
dragged to court, the 
Premier of Nevis Hon 
Mark Brantley warned 
during his press con-
ference on Thursday.

Brantley said there 
had been an increase 
in collections but there 
were still some delin-
quent payers.

“We encourage per-
sons to be respon-
sible. Whether it’s 
your hospital fees, 
your water bill, your 
electricity bill, be re-
sponsible. You cannot 
expect to consume the 
service and then don’t 
pay for it,” Brantley 
said.

“Already hospital ser-
vices here are already 
cheap compared to 
other places and even 
as cheap as they are, 
some people waltz 
in and waltz out and 

refuse to pay,” he said.

Brantley said that he 
hopes persons pay 
their bills before the 
situation is taken to 
court.

“We are hoping that we 
won’t have to take peo-
ple to court for nonpay-
ment of hospital bills.

Patients are charged 
$25 per night to stay 
at the hospital. This 
includes three meals, a 
bed, medication and air-
conditioned rooms.

When asked about up-
to-date figures for mon-
ey owned, Brantley said 
he did not have them 
immediately available 
but would provide them 
later on request.

During the 2019 budget 
address. the premier said 
that in 2018 the Nevis 
Island Administration 
implemented a new 
collection strategy 
which resulted in rev-
enue collections for 
Hospital Fees increas-
ing to $767,859.00 for 

the period January 
to October 2018. He 
added that for the up-
coming fiscal year the 
Ministry of Health 
intends to further 
strengthen its collec-
tion procedures at the 
Alexandra Hospital 
to ensure the timely 
collection of all rev-
enues payable to that 
institution for services 
rendered.

“We have really been 
inviting persons who 
owe the hospital to 
pay because when 
you pay, you make it 
possible, not only for 
yourself to come back 
at some other time but 
for others,” he said.

“We are also saying to 
them that it has to be 
a partnership. If you 
consume the service 
you must you must 
be prepared to pay for 
the service,” Brantley 
said.

“The government can-
not continue to have a 
system that is nearly 
free be abused.”

Nevis Health PS leaves for PAHO position 
By Monique Washington 

The Nevisian Permanent 
Secretary of Health, 
Nichole Slack-Liburd, 
will be bowing out of her 
position as she leaves 
for a new job with the 
Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO). 

Slack- Liburd severed as 
permanent secretary of 
health since 2013. The 
Premier of Nevis Hon. 
Mark Brantley made the 
announcement of her 
departure on Thursday 
and offered his “warm 
congratulations and 
appreciation.” 

“She has been a bright 
light in the health 

service and the delivery 
of health services here 
on Nevis,” said Nevis 
Premier Mark Brantley. 
“She has been leading 
with great distinction in 
that ministry. She has 
now is the process of 
transitioning to higher 
heights.”

Brantley thanked Slack- 
Liburd “for the brilliant 
years you have given to 
us in Nevis.”

“We hope that your 
new role on the re-
gional level will benefit 
you and you will ben-
efit the role. I believe 
Nevis will benefit from 
your expertise regard-
less of where you may 
go,” he said. Brantley 

commended Slack-
Liburd’s promotion, 
saying that “our people 
are never limited ex-
cept for the extent of 
their ambition. Once 
our people put their 
minds to it they can 
achieve what it is they 
want to achieve.” 

Brantley said the gov-
ernment was still con-
sidering who would 
replace Slack-Liburd.

“We have some good 
candidates throughout 
the public service who 
might be interested. 
And if they are then 
they should step up and 
show their interest in 
taking over the role. In 
time we will made the 

necessary announce-
ment ,” he informed.

PAHO is an in-
ternational public 
health agency working 
to improve health and 
living standards of the 
people of the Americas. 
It is part of the United 
Nations system, serv-
ing as the regional of-
fice for the Americas 
of the World Health 
Organization.

Caption: Nevisian 
Permanent Secretary 
of Health, Nichole 
Slack-Liburd will be 
leaving her position 
for a new role at the 
Pan-American Health 
Organization.

Premier of Nevis Hon Mark Brantley during his press conference

‘Speaker’ Hon Ivan Buchanan, CBE, 
FRSH, JP, (1921-2019) laid to rest

The funeral service for the late former 
Speaker of the National Assembly, the 
Honourable Ivan Charles Buchanan, 
CBE, FRSH, JP, was held today at the 
Wesley Methodist Church on Seaton 
Street on the day he would have turned 
98-years-old. The service was offici-
ated by Reverend Mark Christmas, and 
Reverend Neville Buchanan, nephew of 
the deceased. 

The funeral service was attended by 
family, friends, well-wishers and mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament, includ-
ing Deputy Prime Minister Honourable 
Shawn Richards; Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton; Senior Minister Honourable 
Vance Amory; Speaker of the House, 
Honourable Michael Perkins; 
Honourable Ian Liburd; Honourable 
Wendy Phipps, Deputy Speaker of 
the House, Honourable Akilah Byron-
Nisbett. His Excellency the Governor 
General Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton, Living 
Hero, the Right Excellent and Right 
Honourable Sir Kennedy Simmonds; 
and Cabinet Secretary, s. Josephine 
Huggins.  

Buchanan served as Speaker of the 
National Assembly for 10 years from 
February 6, 1985 to 1995 under the 
leadership of the Right Honourable 
Dr. Kenny Simmonds who at the time 
headed the People’s Action Movement 
(PAM) Administration.

“Ivan Buchanan was an outstanding pa-
triot and lived a life of great service to 

the people of St. Kitts and Nevis,” said 
Sir Kennedy in honouring Buchanan.

Sir Tapley, a faithful friend of the late 
Speaker of the National Assembly, said 
“Ivan was the pre-eminent Speaker 
of the National Assembly. His tenure 
January 1985 to 1995 saw him achieve 
nationwide acclaim as the broadcasts of 
the proceedings endeared him to the pop-
ulation as ‘. Speaker’ and this endured 
long after his retirement. Everywhere 
we drove this was the greeting accorded 
him.”

Deputy Prime Minister Richards said 
“Uncle Ivan was a proud son of the rich 
Sandy Point soil. The town of Sandy 
Point has been known to produce many 
illustrious citizens who have made 
exceptionally sterling contributions to-
wards the development of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and even further afield. Uncle 
Ivan is undoubtedly one of those Sandy 
Pointers who has left such an indelible 
mark.”

Prime Minister, Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris, in his written tribute 
said that he had the honour of seeing . 
Buchanan’s work up close as an elected 
member of Parliament from 1993. “I 
found him to be a fair and impartial 
Speaker who sternly and effectively con-
trolled the proceedings of the National 
Assembly. I count myself privileged to 
have played some part in the work of the 
National Assembly during the defining 
decade when he expertly presided over 

a generation of trailblazing lawmakers 
who introduced and passed substantive 
bills that changed the landscape of St. 
Kitts and Nevis for the better,” said Dr. 
Harris.

Minister Hamilton in his tribute said that 
anyone who took the time to engage 
with the late Speaker was “richly blessed 
as a result of the wisdom shared from his 
nine decades of experience.”

“His service to the National Assembly 
as Speaker stands as a guide for those 
who wish to offer themselves for public 
service and is admired by those whom 
he engaged from parliaments across the 
world. In my capacity as parliamentary 
representative for Constituency eight 
and also in my capacity as Leader of 
Government Business, I have had the 

privilege to learn at his feet, the essen-
tials of conducting business at the parlia-
mentary level,” he said. 

The late Speaker also received sev-
eral other written tributes from family 
and friends including members of the 
Legislature of the Virgin Islands.

He was eulogized by . Michael Morton, 
Former Chairman of the Board of the 
TDC Group of Companies. Buchanan 
worked at TDC for 14 years becoming 
Manager in the Automotive Division.   

The civil servant of 27 years is survived 
by his wife of over four decades, s. 
Beatrice Buchanan, 10 children, three 
adopted children and many grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, and great-
great grandchildren.

The flag-draped coffin with the Honourable Ivan Charles Buchanan, CBE, FRSH, JP, 
arrives at Wesley Methodist Church

Nichole Slack-Liburd
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NDMD commissions 
fully equipped 

Hydrometeorological 
station

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Disaster 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Department (NDMD) 
has commissioned a 
fully equipped hydro-
meteorological station 
that that will formulate 
information for re-
search including avia-
tion training.

The fully-equipped 
hydrometeorological 
station is located at 
New River agriculture 
station and was com-
missioned on Tuesday 
.

The hydrometeorologi-
cal station will conduct 
meteorological and 
hydrological observa-
tions of weather condi-
tions and the condition 
of oceans, seas, rivers, 
lakes, and marshes. 
Depending on their 
tasks, hydrometeo-
rological stations are 
classified as continen-
tal, marine, river, lake, 
and marsh stations. 
The station was fund-
ed by the Caribbean 
Community Climate 
Change Center under 
the USAID Climate 
Change Adaptation 
Program.

Director of the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department, Brian 
Dwyer said that the 
commissioning of the 
device was significant 
achievement for Nevis. 

“Today’s event is a 
significant achieve-
ment, as prior to this 
station being created 
there was only one 
fully equipped hydro-
meteorological station 
on the island of Nevis 
that met the specifica-
tions established by the 
world organisation,” 

said Dwyer.

The new station will 
complement the 
Nevis Flood System 
Management which 
comprises of seven 
rain gauges stations 
and two water level 
stations.

He noted that data gen-
erated from this station 
will be formulated into 
hourly reports and 
transmitted via satel-
lite into the global 
data base that will be 
used for aviation pur-
poses. The data will 
also be used is the 

Caribbean Institute of 
Meteorology, hydrol-
ogy regional model 
and global models 
to produce resilient 
information.

“It is important that 
our collective actions 
be geared to enhance 
capacities that is re-
quired to strengthen 
disaster risk manage-
ment system to avoid 
disaster or at least to 
mitigate impact or ef-
fects on our livelihood 
and environment,” 
Dwyer said. 

Dr Neville Trotz, 

Deputy Director of the 
Caribbean Community 
Climate Change 
Center, also attended 
the commission of  the 
device and rendered 
brief comments.

“It is not an insignifi-
cant event in term of 
what we are trying to 
do. To build climate 
resilience across the 
Caribbean . I am sure 
that the stations we 
installed here will re-
main functional over 
time with your atten-
tion and with your 
care,” he said.
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A new hydrometeorological station commissioned by the Nevis Disaster Management 
Department will conduct meteorological and hydrological observations of weather 

conditions.From left to right: Ian Fraser (NDMD), Kiah Wilkes (Met Office), Brian Dyer 
(NDMD), Kyron Phillip (Agriculture) 

RSS a quick 
fix says Dr. 

Douglas
By Loshaun Dixon

Opposition Leader 
Dr. Denzil Douglas 
has continued his re-
sistance to the pres-
ence of the Regional 
Security System (RSS) 
forces in St. Kitts and 
Nevis despite a reduc-
tion in homicides since 
their presence.

The RSS were invited 
to the federation in 
October of last year to 
aid in crime and safety 
efforts. Since then, 
there has only been 
one homicide in the 
federation.

Douglas argued that 
though there has been 
a reduction in homi-
cides this did not mean 
the underlying issues 
of crime had been 
resolved. 

“Other serious crimes 
are taking place.The 
main point was that 
having the RSS here 
in the country might 

be a quick fix, but 
what happens when 
they would have dis-
appeared? When they 
go back to the barracks 
from the various coun-
tries they are from?” 
said Douglas.

Douglas said that at 
the time RSS was be-
ing mobilised to come 
to St. Kitts and Nevis, 
that Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris was 
pursuing a political 
agenda.

Douglas has alleged 
that bringing in the 
RSS was part of a plot 
for Harris to make 
changes to high com-
mand of the police 
force.

“I stand to my word,” 
Douglas said. “Harris 
wants to have the RSS 
in the country as an 
occupying force while 
he conducts the elec-
tions.” Douglas has 
claimed that elections 
will be held at the end 
of March this year.

Leader of the Opposition Dr. Denzil Douglas speaks at 
a Labour Party press briefing on Wednesday.

Chalkdust and 
Gunpowder

If we consider the cane and the strap as weapons, then weapons in a classroom are 
nothing new. Teachers of old had the strap or the ruler and sometimes the chalk stick 
itself, all of which were designed to enforce learning. We will not debate whether 
the strap was an effective tool in promoting learning.  In those days, schools were 
fun places (especially recess) where children were safe, even though the compounds 
were unguarded and unfenced.

Fast forward today where schools are becoming slaughter houses and now institu-
tions of fear.  They are fenced, have security, crossing guards, counsellors and the 
whole works. The strap is long gone and new ways of enforcing learning have been 
developed and implemented.  Teachers are professionally certified and reclassified.  
They are expected to teach and not so much to discipline children.

In the USA, this new phenomenon probably has been taken to the extreme.  So 
extreme, that students have become so emboldened that they no longer look up to 
teachers and are beginning to take matters into their own hands.  Too many schools 
have become places of tragedy and places of murder of innocents.  We, in the 
Caribbean need not think that this is only an American issue, sometime ago in St 
Lucia, a Principal was attacked by a machete wielding student.

The presidential proposal of offering to arm teachers is troubling.  It is troubling in 
that it introduces a security function to teaching.  As we copy almost everything that 
the Americans do, perhaps it will only be a matter of time before we have that de-
bate here.  Is a teacher an Educator or a Security detail? Which will take precedence 
in the classroom? Should the teacher to be assessed on student performance or on 
student safety?  To suggest that an armed teacher should be paid at a higher grade 
than an unarmed one is cause for concern indeed.

Whenever these acts occur, we hear talk about mental illness.  According to on-
line research, at best there is a tenuous connection between mental illness and vio-
lence.  Such research, focused on the relationship between mental disorders and 
violence, has yielded mixed results.  Some studies appear to support a clear link 
between mental illness and violence, whereas other studies support the notion that 
alcohol and drug abuse, not psychiatric illness per se, contribute to violence among 
adults with mental disorders.  As a result, there is considerable controversy in the 
mental health field regarding how to best interpret the link between mental illness 
and violence. 

Whether there is a scientific link or not, do we really think that this brings consola-
tion to victims and survivors of such murderous acts?  
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Ministry of Labour to increase workplace 
inspections, worker verification checks

The Ministry of Labour 
indicted during the up-
coming year, workplace 
inspections and worker 
verification checks will be 
increased to ensure rules 
governing the protec-
tion of employment and 
occupational safety and 
health are being observed, 
according to Senior 
Minister, Honourable 
Vance Amory.

An review of the Ministry 
of Labour’s accomplish-
ments in 2018 and goals 
for 2019 were discussed 
during a Jan. 24 strate-
gic meeting at which 
plans were announced 
to implement a summer 
employment programme 
and classes to train per-
sons entering the world of 
work for the first time.

Permanent Secretary, Ron 
Dublin-Collins chaired 

the event, with featured 
remarks from Labour 
Commissioner, Shernel 
James, and Senior 
Minister, Honourable 
Vance Amory.

The programme began by 
briefing employees about 

the ministry’s successes 
in 2018. Commissioner 
James highlighted some 
of the new programmes 
that will be implemented 
later this year.

Amory thanked the staff 
for its efforts in 2018 and 

challenged them be ready 
for a robust schedule in 
2019.

“You will also be work-
ing under the auspices of 
the [National] Tripartite 
Committee to get that 
all-encompassing and 

necessary Labour Code 
completed,” said Amory. 

The minister noted he 
hopes to see the process 
concluded by mid-year 
“so that it can guide what 
we do as a Ministry of 
Labour in the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

The Labour Code is 
consolidating 15 pieces 
of legislation to create 
guidelines dealing with 
various matters related 
to the field. As such, the 
knowledge base of the 
staff on such matters will 
be important.

“To maximise the effec-
tiveness of the Ministry 
and the Department of 
Labour, I have advised 
the permanent secre-
tary and the commis-
sioner to ensure that all 
of you as members of 

staff of this ministry are 
cross-trained,” explained 
Amory. “That is have 
knowledge of as many 
areas of the department as 
possible. This will prevent 
any delays should anyone 
be forced by absence, ill-
ness or being on leave or 
for whatever reason not 
be able to be there to deal 
with a matter.”

Amory said the training 
will help the officers to 
become even more ef-
ficient employees and 
the knowledge will serve 
them well should they 
take up another role 
within government. He 
assured employees the 
leadership of the ministry 
and the department will 
continue to support the 
staff’s professional devel-
opment and was confident 
that in 2019 “they will be 
doing some good things.”

Employees with the Department of Labour were briefed on Jan. 24 about upcoming 
plans during its first strategic general meeting of 2019.

2019 Music Festival final 
artists’ roster released

The official full art-
ists roster for the 
23rd Annual St. Kitts 
Music Festival was 
released today at the 
Ocean Terrace Inn, 
with a wide range of 
artists that will satisfy 
the lyrical and musi-
cal appetites of people 
from all age groups and 
occupations. 

Present at the head table 
of the launch was Head 
of Marketing, Val Henry; 
Minister of Tourism, 
the Honourable 
Lindsay Grant; 
Chairman for the Music 
Festival Committee, 
Damian Hobson and 
Chairman of the Artist 
Selection Committee, 
Ambassador Jonel 
Powell.

“The effort was to make 
sure we were able to sat-
isfy all the demands for 
lovers of each type of 
genre,” said Henry. “The 
committee was given 
a mandate by Minister 
Grant and this is the first 
year that the full roster 
has been released this 

early.”

The Thursday, June 27 
lineup features Edwin 
Yearwood and Krosfyah, 
Nadia Batson, Farmer 
Nappy, Rucas H.E., 
Ras Valley, 5 Star Akil, 

Shal Marshall, Skinny 
Fabulous, AkaiiUsweet, 
Fimba, Charly Black, 
Nu Vybes Int’l and Small 
Axe Band.

Friday, June 28 will 
host La Insuperable, 

Davido, Popcaan, French 
Montana, Cocoa Tea, 
Infamus and Imark.

Saturday, June 29 con-
cludes with Buju Banton, 
Smokey Robinson, Ella 
Mai, Mapy, Omari Banks 

and Melanin.

Ambassador Jonel 
Powell said the com-
mittee is confident that 
the final roster will 
make the 2019 Music 
Festival the biggest ever 

seen in the Federation. 
“We battle with the three 
A’s, availability, afford-
ability and appeal,” said 
Ambassador Powell. 
“We are confident that we 
have a final roster that 
will satisfy everyone.”

Music Festival Committee (left to right) Jonel Powell, Hon Lindsay Grant, Val Henry and Damion Hobson

Government warns of accommodation 
shortage for Music Festival

By Loshaun Dixon

An accommodation short-
age is expected at this year’s 
St. Kitts Music Festival 
and home owners are be-
ing asked to prepare their 
properties as potential rent-
als, Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant said in an in-
terview with the Observer.

Grant said that with the ad-
dition to the lineup of Buju 
Banton, who was recently 
released from prison after 
seven years, more visitors 
are expected.

“Last year we had a full 
house”, Grant said. “All 
the hotels were generally 
full and if they were full 

last year I believe with 
Buju Banton’s announce-
ment coming to the St. Kitts 
Music festival we are going 
to have a little issue.”

Grant said that the Koi 
Hotel that will open in April 
which will add an extra 
101 rooms and the coming 
T-Loft Hotel as well will 
bring another 200 rooms 
sometime in May.

“So hopefully by time the 
Music Festival rolls around 
we will have an additional 
300 rooms on stream and 
that may help. In any event I 
think we are going to strug-
gle in terms of accommoda-
tion,” Grant said.

Grant called individuals 

who have spare rooms, 
apartments, condos, villas 
or houses to make them 
ready and available in case 
they are needed as rentals 
for festival goers..

“We are anticipating that we 
are going to need them. We 
are getting people geared up 
mentally to understand that 
there is going to be a need 
to fill we are hoping once 
people hear they will get 
ready and we wont have an 
issue.” Grant said.

“This going to be like an 
AirBnB situation where 
people rent out there rooms, 
houses, villas.”

Grant said he was satis-
fied that the festival was 

“fulfilling it’s purpose” of 
drawing in visitors for the 
slow season and filling ho-
tels rooms.

Grant said there are cur-
rently 1100 hotel rooms on 
the island.

“We are still relatively 
young in terms of the num-
ber of rooms,” Grant said.

The three nights of con-
certs of the St. Kitts Music 
Festival will run from June 
27 to June 29 and will also 
feature several fringe activi-
ties in addition to the main 
event.

“We are looking for a very 
wonderful week during the 
Music Festival. I am very 

delighted with what the 
team has put together in 
terms of the artiste I think 
there is a genre for every-
body and I believe every-
body will be happy.

On Monday the committee 
announced the final roster 
of artists including Buju 
Banton, Smokey Robinson, 
French Montano, Davido 
and Popcaan, all whom were 
announced in December.

A host of local acts have also 
been selected to feature on 
the Festival with Nu Vybes 
Band, Small Axe, IMark, 
Infamus, Akaii, Melanin, 
Ras Valley and Rucas H.E. 
scheduled to perform.

White Sands 
back with Orient 
theme for 2019

By Loshaun Dixon

Organisers have an-
nounced the theme for 
this year’s White Sands 
at Carambola, a major 
event to which hun-
dreds of fans flock on 
St. Kitts Music Festival 
weekend and an activity 
that occurs outside the 
three nights of concerts.

Daislyn Sharpe an event 
organiser announced 
the theme for the event 
and the host at a music 
festival briefing.

“In 2019, on the heels 
of a stunning Music 
Festival line-up, the 
White Sands Eighth 
Edition will once again 
complement your musi-
cal weekend party ex-
perience with regional 

and international per-
sonalities,” said Sharpe. 
“There will be thrilling 
artiste performances, ul-
timate food and bever-
age offerings, the White 
Swimsuit Competition, 
party fashion at its very 
best, enhanced with fun 
party features!”

Sharpe said the most 
frequently asked ques-
tion on the White Sands 
Facebook page is, 
“What is the theme.”

“What is a great party 
without a great theme,” 
she said. “This year 
Carambola Beach Club 
White Sands presents 
The Orient…” 

She announced the 
host is Miss Kitty who 
Sharpe described as the 
most requested White 

Sands host to date.

“The one-and-only real 
deal Fluffy Diva and 
self-proclaimed honor-
ary Kittitian Miss Kitty 
of Jamaica!”

Sharpe gave back-
ground into the White 
Sands event noting that 
in 2012 a few weeks be-
fore the St. Kitts Music 
Festival, they had an 
idea to extend the week-
end party experience 
at a brand new venue, 
Carambola Beach Club 
with the expectation to 
cater to about 500 par-
tygoers was born. 

“With the help of dedi-
cated team members, 
loyal fans, valued part-
ners and service provid-
ers, we have witnessed 
its massive growth,” 

said Sharpe.

She also said the White 
Sands Lounge will offer 
a VVIP experience dur-
ing the three nights of 
the festival.

“On Thursday, June 27 
the White Sands ex-
perience begins at the 
highly anticipated St. 
Kitts Music Festival 
with three nights of un-
paralleled luxury in our 
exclusive White Sands 
VVIP Lounge.”

She hailed Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 

and Music Festival 
Chairman Damion 
Hobson for produc-
ing “such a fantastic 
line up.” Sharpe noted, 
some the features of the 
experience includes a 
complementary shuttle 
to the venue, a fast-
track entrance, multi-
level VVIP experience 
with prime viewing, 
dedicated restroom 
facilities, mojitos bar, 
opus fine wine and spir-
its bar, champagne bar, 
cigar lounge and food 
stations.

“Our fashion forecast 

for this three-night event 
includes on Thursday 
Night Far East Fashion, 
Friday Jades Garden 
and on Saturday night 
Oriental Onyx,” said 
Sharpe. “Get those out-
fits and your dancing 
shoes ready, because we 
will be ready for the St. 
Kitts Music festival.”

She encourages patrons 
to stay tuned to White 
Sands on Instagram and 
Facebook for informa-
tion. Sharpe announced 
the Launch Party will 
take place on April 6.

Daislyn Sharpe speaks at a press briefing
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Hurricane Relief Fund 

W o r k i n g  f o r  y o u …

T h o u s a n d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  s e r v e d …

RENOVATION OF EARLY  
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT  
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF  
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION  
OF SCHOOLS

NIA’s Dept. of Information 
operation’s described

Members of the pub-
lic will have the op-
portunity to learn 
how the Department 
of Information func-
tions during Jan. 27 
to Feb. 2 during an event 
themed, “Department of 
Information: Bridging 
the gap between your 
government and you.”

Department of 

Information Acting 
Director Ms. Judith 
Dasent, said since the 
department has been 
in existence the public 
is unaware of how the 
NIA’s Communications 
Department functions.

“We are planning a week 
of activities to allow 
the general public to be 
aware of what it is we 

do,” said Ms. Dasent. “I 
think it is taken for grant-
ed that we are sitting in 
the office and waiting for 
a phone call. That is not 
what we do. We have ed-
itors, we have writers, we 
have programmers, and 
we have different persons 
doing various things.”

During the Jan. 27 first 
event, staff members and 

Minister of Information, 
Hon Eric Evelyn, wor-
shipped at the New 
Testament Church of 
God at Bath Village.

Presentations were made 
Jan. 28 at the Charlestown 
Secondary School, Nevis 
Sixth Form College and 
the Nevis International 
Secondary School. The 
Gingerland Secondary 

School cancelled the 
visit due to a previous 
engagement.

A Jan. 29 “Open Day” 
kicks off activities during 
which the public will see 
the department’s staff at 
work. In-house training 
will take place Jan. 30 
and Jan. 31. The first in 
a series of staff develop-
ment sessions dubbed, 

“Lunch and Learn,” and 
“Games Night,” will be 
held Feb. 1. The staff will 
go on a “Safari Island 
Tour” Feb. 2.

During the week, for-
mer anchors will pres-
ent news and sports 
packages each day on 
Nevis Television (NTv) 
Channel 99 and www.
nevistvonline.com.

Hon. Eric Evelyn, Minister of Information (extreme left); Acting Director of the Depart-
ment of Information, Ms. Judith Dasent and department staff worship at the New 

Testament Church of God at Bath Village on Jan. 27 at the beginning of “Awareness 
Week” activities

Nevis Sixth Form College students heard presentations on Jan. 28 by Department 
of Information employees, Assistant News Editor/Anchor, Ms. Fredicia Liburd; and 

Producer Chevaun Walwyn

Nevis International Secondary School students heard presentations on Jan.28 by De-
partment of Information employees, Production Assistant Ms. Yahsulazie Grant; Editor, 

Ms. Paula Warner; and Junior News Reporter, Devonne Cornelius

Former NTv newscasters (sitting left to right) Hon Eric Evelyn and Huey Sargeant 
discuss the news package on Jan. 28 before presenting it to Deputy Director of the 
Department of Information/anchor, Mrs. Donace Wilkinson-Caines; and Assistant 

News Editor/anchor, Ms. Fredicia Liburd
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Taiwan presents 
Echo-Park to 
Federation

The St. Kitts Eco-
park, better known 
as the Agro-Tourism 
Demonstration Farm 
Co-Op, was handed 
over to the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
by the Government of 
the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) on Jan. 24, 
after eight years in 
operation.

The Eco-Park is an 
Agro-Tourism facility 
jointly created by the 
Governments of Taiwan 
and St. Kitts and Nevis 
and has become a 
well-known tourist at-
traction. The park was 
established in 2011 with 
the objective to show-
case the history of the 
agricultural section in 
the Federation to visi-
tors and locals.

While speaking at 
the ceremony held 
at the Eco-Park in 
Sandy Point, Minister 
of Agriculture, the 
Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton, said the gov-
ernment is proud of the 
long-standing relation-
ship that has existed 
with Taiwan for over 
three decades and for 
the significant benefits 
this relationship has 
brought to “the shores 
of this country.”

“Mr. Ambassador, each 
section of our economy 
has been positively im-
pacted by the generos-
ity of your country and 
your people,” Minister 
Hamilton said. “I en-
courage you to convey 
to your government our 
best wishes for an en-
during friendship that is 
to the benefit of all,”

Resident Ambassador 
of the Republic of 
China (Taiwan) to St. 
Kitts and Nevis, His 
Excellency Tom Lee, 
said as a strong ally 
of the Federation, 
Taiwan’s mission is to 
“teach you how to fish, 

instead of giving you 
fish.” He said that he is 
confident that the park 
will be in good hands 
because the necessary 
skills were taught over 
the years.

“It is time for you to 
stand on your own,” 
said Ambassador Lee. 
“I want to take this op-
portunity to thank the 
Ministries of Tourism 
and Agriculture for 
hosting this meaning-
ful event. The Eco-Park 
project, simply speak-
ing, was a joint effort 
of both governments 
meant to promote tour-
ism and agriculture in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 
Today I am very pleased 
to formally handover 
the Eco-Park to the 
government.”

Minister Hamilton 
pointed to several other 
successful projects 
undertaken with the 
help of the Republic 
of China (Taiwan) 
that have benefited the 
Federation tremen-
dously. The Agriculture 
Upland Crop Project, 
a laboratory that lets 

farmers know the level 
of pesticides in the soil. 
Based on the lab’s find-
ings they know not use 
more pesticides to con-
taminate the crops and 
test and maintain food 
quality.

Another endeavour, 
the Climate Variability 
Project introduced in 
2018, provides data so 
that farmers can know 
the best time of year to 
plant certain crops.

Minister Hamilton 
said the fusion of the 
Ministries of Tourism 
and Agriculture, the 
Eco-Park will provide 
a great opportunity to 
display the history of 
the island in a hands-on 
way.

“I wish to encourage 
everyone to take an op-
portunity to come to this 
park with your classes, 
groups and family and 
continue to educate 
yourselves about St. 
Kitts and Nevis, es-
pecially through this 
institution,” concluded 
Hamilton.

Three new 
compactor 

garbage 
trucks go 
in service 
tomorrow

Three new state-of-the-
art Angelus 20-cubic-
yard compactor garbage 
trucks, valued at EC 
$1.5 million have been 
commissioned Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation’s (SWMC) 
fleet to increase its ef-
ficiency in keeping the 
Federation clean.

Minister of Health and 
the Environment, the 
Honourable Eugene 
Hamilton commis-
sioned the trucks during 
a Jan. 25 ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at the SWMC 
Headquarters. During 
the ceremony, Minister 
Hamilton said add-
ing three trucks to the 
SWMC fleet is the lat-
est of many projects 
unveiled by the firm in 
recent years.

“The significance of 
these new assets on 

the streets of St. Kitts 
should not escape us,” 
said Hamilton. “While 
it is the responsibility 
of SWMC to keep the 
country clean, it is a na-
tional responsibility for 
everyone to keep their 
surroundings clean.

“There are only 11 
garbage trucks on the 
island, which is insuf-
ficient for the island 
with a population of 
40,000 people with 
thousands of businesses 
and other institutions, 
explained Hamilton. He 
quoted J.R.D. Tata who 
said, “Cleanliness is 
the hallmark of perfect 
standards and the best 
quality inspector is the 
conscience.”

“We have an individual 
and collective responsi-
bility to maintain a clean 
national environment,” 

said Hamilton. “Upon 
taking office in 2015, 
strides have been taken 
to restructure SWMC 
because it is an essen-
tial facet of the national 
health programme. 

The government’s mis-
sion is to provide for 
the management of the 
SWMC in conformity 
with the best environ-
mental practices.

“The rolling out of these 
new vehicles can be seen 
as a small, but important 
part of our overall strat-
egy. It is a strategy to 
bring this statutory cor-
poration further into the 
realm of modernity so 
that it better dispenses 
its role of mitigating the 
propagation and spread 

of disease.”

Hamilton said SWMC’s 
new organizational 
structure is designed to 
motivate its staff. 

Their goals will be, “to 
pursue new lines of com-
mercial enterprise; es-
tablish new partnerships 
and synergies; improve 
operating procedures; 
introduce better cus-
tomer service relations; 
acquire more reliable 
assets of collection; and 
increase opportunities 
for employee upward 
mobility and rewards.

“The service that we ex-
pect to provide will be 
more efficient, reliable, 
and bring greater satis-
faction to those working 

at this corporation and 
to those whom service 
is delivered to across 
this country,” Hamilton 
explained.

“Some of the features 
of the new trucks are 
20-cubic-yard compac-
tors ensuring they can 
pick up more garbage 
prior to returning to 
the landfill,” SWMC 
General Manager, 
Keithly Phillip ex-
plained. The trucks are 
rear loading, they can lift 
bins and load them into 
the rear of the vehicle. 
Additionally, the trucks 
are efficient and versa-
tile; their controls are in 
an area that can be easily 
reached by the loaders.”

Senior Minister, the 

Honourable Vance 
Amory, spoke on behalf 
of the prime minister, 
saying SWMC provides 
indispensable service, 
while stressing how im-
portant it is to keep the 
country clean.

“We must be concerned 
about keeping our coun-
try clean for ourselves,” 
said Amory. “It is a 
health, environmental 
and beautification issue.

Health and waste man-
agement is an essential 
part of life,” Amory 
concluded. “The gov-
ernment has placed great 
focus and priority on 
ensuring that the envi-
ronment in St. Kitts and 
Nevis remains clean and 
healthy.”

Rev. Dwayne Cassius blesses the new garbage trucks

Minister of Health and the Environment, the Honourable Eugene Hamilton cuts the ribbon to inaugurate the commis-
sioning of three new compactor garbage trucks.

One of three brand Angelus new state-of-the-art 20 cubic yard compactor garbage 
trucks.
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VACANCY Comforto Airco
looking for experience Accountant
3 years in business plus software

please send email:
comfortairco@yahoo.com

Square Duty Free
Contact: Bunty 1869-763-9721

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

Vida Liquor & Tobacco
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355

Store Manager
(Liquor Knowledge, manage inventory, sales, etc.)

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Arabic Restaurant located in
Buckleys looking for 2 Chefs with
experience in doing Meditaranean

Food. Please call:765-2946

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Cook  Needed
At  Jamakie's Restuarant

Telephone: 660-9257

Waitress Needed
Contact Number: 1-869-662-5550

Joiner Needed
At Angles Wood Work Shop

Telephone: 763-4808/668-0633

Flamingo Construction
Services is seeking one Carpenter with
5 years experience. Contact 668-8081

Cleaner  Wanted 
Full Time

Tel: 869-662-5550
AA Tech Services

One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

Cashier Needed
At Tasty Jamaican

Telephone# 660-6196

Cashier Needed
At Royal Palms

Telephone# 660-6196

Two Cashier Needed
At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Mechanic  Wanted
Must have :

5 years experience, with
small medium engines

(both gasoline & diesel)

Application should be
made to Carib Scoots &

Bike Rental

Tel: 662-8047

Oualie Beach

Needed Machine Operator
Telephone: 869-469-8026

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners
Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

Telephone :663-5518

N E E D E D
Kitchen  Helper

Telephone: 469-1007/669-3988

A L E X  B A R B E R  S H O P
One Experienced Cashier

Call: 765-7092

JOHNNY CONSTRUCTION
One Experienced Carpenter

Call: 763-7682

2 Storeroom Attendants needed at
Best Buy Supermarket

Applicants can fill out forms at the Branch
Office located in Charlestown

Driver’s License would be an asset

Using your phone while
driving is dangerous...
Don’t take a chance
on someone else’s

life, Drive with some
concern.

For Rent
Two Bedroom 
Apartment House 
For Rent
Contact: 664-5232 
after 6pm weekdays 
and anytime weekend

Vacancy
CENTRE 
MARINETIME
Needs a Manager & 
Personal Assistant
Contact: 665-9167

Vacancy
House Hold Help 
Needed Must Speak 
Spanish (Fluent)
Contact: 662-7201

Vacancy
Gajors Mechanic Shop
 Needs Mechanic
Contact:661-0225

Vacancy
Asylum Bar
Need One Helper
Telephone: 764-8495

Vacancy
J&B Construction
Mason Needed
Telephone: 661-
7109/ 661-4041

Vacancy
D’ Viy ukiss Gift Shop
Two Sale Person Needed
Telephone: 661-6724

Vacancy
Merville Claxton 
Construction
 Needs Mason 
& Helper
Contact:661-9197

Vacancy
VIDA DUTY FREE
Port Zante Building 
#21 UNIT #1 
Sales supervisor
Call : 869 760-5343 
or 869 760-5355

Vacancy
Fashion Diva
2 Store Managers
Must have 8 years 
experience
Call- 869 667-1341
Email: fashiondi-
vaskb@gmail.com

Vacancy 
VM CONSTRUCTION
Needs Labourer
Contact: 667-5915

WANTED 
A-1 Farms is seeking to employ an 
experienced Farmer/Maintenance 
worker with 5 years farming experi-
ence. Duties include and not limited 
to general farming duties, repair and 
maintenance of farming equipment, 
construction and maintenance of 
green house and delivery of farm 
produce. Must be able to work on 
weekends. Salary is commensurate 
with experience. Please contact 
662-4989 for more information

Diva Hair Salon, Beauty Supply 
& Accessories Bar
Drakes Place. Sir Walter Francis Drive Purcell 
Estate. Tortola. British Virgin Islands. VG1110
(284) 495-DIVA/3482
www.facebook.com/divahairbvi

Vacancy 
Smart Electronics is seeking a cashier and a sales 
associate. with minimum 5 years experience.
Call 1 869 760-6710.

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Patrick Browne Now residing in 
Bath Street in the town or
Village of Bath Village do hereby give 
you notice That it is my intention to 
apply on  January  
Day of 17TH, 2019 next to the District 
Magistrate At Charlestown  for a Beer 
Licence in respect of my Premises in  
Stoney Grove Street in Main Street

Dated 17th day of January, 2019
Signed: P Browne

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Curlette Claxton Now residing in 
Cherry Garden Street in the town or
Village of Cherry Garden do hereby 
give you notice That it is my intention 
to apply on  16th  
Day of January, 2019 next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown  
for a Retail Beer Licence in respect of 
my Premises in Cherry Garden Street 
in .............

Dated 16th day of January, 2019
Signed: Curlette Claxton

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Dian Hanley Now residing in 
Garricks Pasture in theVillage of 
Jessups do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to ap-
ply on March 5TH, 2019 next 
to the District Magistrate 
At Charlestown  for a Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises 
in  Main Street in Charlestown 

Dated 16th of January, 2019
Signed: D Hanley

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Cassigne SmithenNow residing in 
Nevis- Charlestown Street in the town 
orVillage of Brown Hill Village do 
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on  
Tuesday 8TH Day of January, 2019 
next to the District Magistrate  At 
Charlestown  for a Liquor Licence in 
respect of my Premises in  Charlestown 
Street in Government Road

Dated 8th day of January, 2019
Signed: CSmithen

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Carlisle Maynard Now residing in 
Horatio Heights Street  in the town or
Village of Clay Ghauth  do hereby 
give you notice That it is my inten-
tion to apply on 23rd Day of January 
2019 next to the District Magistrate
At Charlestown for a  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my
Premises in Cedar Tree  
Street in Charlestown
Dated this 23rd day of January 2019 .
Signed: CMaynard

LIQUOR LICENCES 
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Curlette Claxton Now residing in 
Cherry Garden Street in the town or
Village of Cherry Garden do 
hereby give you notice That it is 
my intention to apply on  16th  
Day of January, 2019 next to the 
District Magistrate At Charlestown  
for a Retail Beer Licence in re-
spect of my Premises in Cherry 
Garden Street in .............

Dated 16th day of January, 2019
Signed: Curlette Claxton

Vacancy
Purchase manager 
for a resort wear and 
souvenir store. Working 
hours are 9AM-5PM. 
Must be able to work 
on Sunday when cruise 
ships are in the port. 
BIlingual is an asset. 
JOB  requires inventory 
control, sales data ,in-
teraction with suppliers 
and brand positioning. 
Apply with a CV at:

3 monkeys
Building #21 -shop #2
Port  Zante
Email address is sai.
shamdasani@yahoo.
com

Vacancy
Purchase manager 
for a resort wear and 
souvenir store. Working 
hours are 9AM-5PM. 
Must be able to work 
on Sunday when cruise 
ships are in the port. 
BIlingual is an asset. 
JOB  requires inventory 
control, sales data ,in-
teraction with suppliers 
and brand positioning. 
Apply with a CV at:

Batik World
Building #24 - shop # 5
Port Zante
St kitts
Email address is sai.
shamdasani@yahoo.
com

For Sale
1997 Wrangler 4x4 
Jeep Runs great!

New Brakes, tires, 
battery and new bikini 
top and spare tires!!
Pease call or whatsapp 
for more information.
1-869-669-0904

869-662-6778

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely 
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.  

Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm

Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm 

The Charlestown Gallery
Ground broken for three NHC 

duplexes in Conaree
A ground-breaking cer-
emony was held Jan 26 
at Lower Pond for three 
duplexes being built 
in Conaree Village by 
the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC).

The three duplexes, which 
will house six families, 
will have flat roofs to al-
low for future upward 
expansion. NHC has al-
ready built eight houses. 
After the three duplexes, 
it will build townhouses 
in Conaree to accommo-
date 28 families.

The houses are being built 
under the corporation’s 
Unity Housing Solution 
(UHS) programme. Other 
developments taking 
place in the Conaree area 
will include the build-
ing of players’ facilities 
at the Conaree football 
ground, and the provision 
of free internet service at 
the Conaree Community 
Centre and at the day care 
centre for residents to get 
Wi-Fi.

Present during the cer-
emony were Minister of 
Human Settlement, et al, 
and Area Parliamentary 
Representative for St. 
Christopher Eight the 
Hon Eugene Hamilton; 
Chairman of the National 
Housing Corporation, 
Valentine Lindsay; 
NHC Acting General 
Manager Lisford Isaac; 
and Conaree commu-
nity member Delwayne 
Delaney. “I recognised 
before this Team Unity 

Administration came 
to office the people of 
Conaree who were sick 
had to go to town,” ob-
served Hon Hamilton. 
“Today if you feel sick 
there is a doctor in place 
in the community centre 
twice a week so that you 
can get service.”

Conaree is near one of 
the most significant sites 
in the whole of St. Kitts 
and Nevis, the National 
Heroes Park. Residents 
should be proud of it. 
Hamilton said the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation is also 
nearby. “I want to take a 

moment to encourage the 
people in Conaree, who I 
know have a lot of pride 
in the village, to consider 
holding a village festival 
this year,” said Hamilton. 
“It doesn’t have to be big. 
Nothing brings people 
together in Conaree more 
than sports and communi-
ty activities. So you have 
a community centre, you 
have the football team, 
bring everyone together 
and host your first village 
festival later this year. I 
look forward to seeing 
that happening.”

Chairman of the National 
Housing Corporation 

Valentine Lindsay re-
minded people who re-
ceived land and houses to 
honour their commitment 
to pay for the land and 
houses. To fill its obliga-
tions, NHC has a mandate 
to build 300 houses under 
the UHS programme.

“We do not get subven-
tion or any monies from 
the government,” said 
Lindsay. “All the money 
that we get is either from 
loans or from persons pay-
ing their mortgages. This 
is why I am appealing 
to people in the Conaree 
area and throughout St. 
Kitts to honour your 

commitment so we can 
continue to bring homes 
for the people of St. Kitts, 
and so that persons can 
enjoy what NHC can 
offer.”

NHC Acting General 
Manager Lisford Isaac, 
explained since the pro-
gramme to build 300 
homes, aptly named the 
Unity Housing Solution 
(UHS), began less than 
two years ago, the cor-
poration has delivered 
126 homes. Another 126 
homes including the six 
homes in the three du-
plexes in Conaree have 
started and some are 

nearing completion.

“We continue to find 
creative ways to afford-
able family housing and 
increasing the hous-
ing stock,” said Isaac. 
“Right where we are 
[Conaree] is a testi-
mony of this. Instead 
of constructing two or 
three individual homes, 
we have found a way to 
build six units so more 
families can have the 
opportunity to own a 
home. This falls under 
the mandate of the NHC 
of providing housing 
to the indigent and the 
infirm.”

Turning the sod at Lower Poland in Conaree: (left to right) Hon Eugene Hamilton, Lisford Isaac, and Delwayne Delaney. Looking on (left) is Valen-
tine Lindsay
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From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 81: The ARV & the RARV

Correction: There were in fact 8 previous general 
elections, but in the summary of dates in Article 80, 
the election of 1993 was omitted.

The 2019 Annual Register of Voters (ARV) has been 
released.  It was mandated that this be done by January 
31st and we have met that deadline, as we did in 2016, 
2017 & 2018.  There was none released in 2015.

The ARV contains a total of 45,515 names; 11,678 
(25.7%) in Nevis and 33,837 (74.3%) in St Kitts. 
This is an increase over the 2018 register of 1,558, or 
3.5%.  Every constituency increased its population, at 
the low end was Constituency 10 with an increase of 
27 and Constituency 9 was the highest with 403 new 
names.  The largest increase in St Kitts was the 276 of 
Constituency 1 compared to the smallest movement in 
Constituency 4 of 98.

For Constituencies in St Kitts 1 to 8, the numbers of 
registered voters are 5518, 5182, 3764, 3290, 2291, 
3089, 3515 & 6488.  In Nevis Constituencies 9 – 11, 
the numbers are 6148, 1706 & 3824.  Anyone inter-
ested in the breakdown by polling division can visit our 
offices for that information. We are at Cayon Street in 
St Kitts and Chapel Street in Nevis.  Office hours are 
8:00 am – 4:00 pm with a staggered lunch period.

Through a process of refinement, the ARV will even-
tually become the Revised Annual Register of Voters 
(RARV). This process involves the removal of the 
names of the deceased, those who are incorrectly 
registered, and those who have repatriated. We will 
liaise with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 
National Security for some of this information and we 

will depend on you, the general public, to indicate per-
sons who may be incorrectly registered.

I want to appeal to the relatives of persons who died 
overseas to inform the office of the event: honour the 
memory of your loved ones by helping us to prevent 
anyone from fraudulent impersonation.

I want to also encourage the voters who have changed 
addresses to come forward before the 31st March when 
hearings of objections will start. We are also asking the 
public to encourage friends and relatives to encourage 
anyone they know who is listed where they do not live 
to avoid the angst of an objection and a hearing as the 
hearings are time consuming. 

Here now are the critical dates for the revision of the 
ARV:

February 12th: deadline for the receipt of claims 
and objections. Also date for removal from public 
posting of the ARV.

February 18th : Deadline for delivery of Objections 
to objectors & objectees.  Publication of claims

March 4th : Deadline for publication and delivery 
of objections to claims

March 31st : Start of hearings of objections.

Objection Hearings are events that can be witnessed 
by members of the general public, but they are under 
the control of the Registration Officers.  The Officers 
are empowered to deal with unruly behaviour and 

to control the numbers of the public in attendance. 
Witnesses, plaintiffs and defendants will be sworn in, 
just as in Magistrate’s Court.   

We urge the public therefore to be well behaved; per-
sons who are called upon should speak their truths 
clearly but be respectful.  All we are after is restricting 
each voter to one vote, in the right place and fairness 
to all. 

CARICOM discusses 
Venezuelan 
crisis at UN

The unsatisfactory po-
litical situation with the 
Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela was discussed 
by Chairman of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and 
Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris on Jan. 29 at the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations 
and the United States 
Mission to the United 
Nations, all in New York

Dr. Harris met with 
United Nations 
President of the General 
Assembly, H.E. Mrs. 
María Fernanda 

Espinosa Garcés; 
Nicaragua UN PR H.E. 
Mr. Jaime Hermida 
Castillo; Australia UN 
PR H.E. Ms. Gillian 
Bird; South Africa UN 
PR H.E. Jerry Matthews 
Matjila; Ambassador 
of Uruguay, H.E. Elbio 
Oscar Rosselli Frieri; 
Ambassador of Brazil 
H.E. Mauro Luiz Locker 
Vieira; and South 
African Ambassador, 
H.E. Jerry Matthews 
Matjila. Thirty-five-
year-old Opposition 
Leader, President of the 
Venezuelan National 
Assembly, Juan Guaidó, 
declared himself in-
terim head of state and 
has called for fresh 

elections. He claims 
that President Nicolás 
Maduro Moros is il-
legitimate President of 
Venezuela because of 
alleged irregularities 
including vote rigging 
in the General Elections 
of 2018.

President Maduro 
was sworn in before 
the Supreme Court of 
Justice (TSJ) to begin a 
six-year term on Jan. 10, 
with delegations from 
94 countries in atten-
dance. Since his inaugu-
ration, there have been 
mass demonstrations 
in Venezuela led by 
Guaidó. Countries in-
cluding the US, France, 

Spain, Germany, 
Britain, Canada and 
several Latin American 
have thrown their sup-
port behind Guaidó.

On Jan. 28, a CARICOM 
delegation compris-
ing the Honourable 
Mia Mottley, Prime 
Minister of Barbados; 
the Honourable Keith 
Rowley, Prime Minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago; 
the Honourable Peter 
David, Foreign Minister 

of Grenada; H.E. Irwin 
LaRocque, CARICOM 
Secretary-General, as 
well as the Permanent 
Representatives to the 
United Nations of these 
countries met with UN 
Secretary-General H.E. 
Antonio Guterres to 
discuss the situation in 
Venezuela. CARICOM 
has called for a peace-
ful resolution to the 
situation.

A communique from 

CARICOM stated that 
“The United Nations 
Secretary General ex-
tended his offer of good 
offices, circumstances 
permitting, to facilitate 
dialogue and negotiation 
between the parties. 
The CARICOM del-
egation indicated its 
readiness to work as-
siduously to bring the 
parties to the negotiat-
ing table.

Prime Minister Harris leads a CARICOM delegation meeting with United Nations Presi-
dent of the General Assembly, H.E. Mrs. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés

CARICOM and Nicaraguan delegation with H.E. Jaime Hermida Castillo, permanent 
representative of Nicaragua to the UN

Meeting with H.E. Mauro Luiz Locker Vieira, Ambassador of Brazil.

CEMSS open Track season with relay title
By Loshaun Dixon

The Charles E Mills 
Secondary School 
(CEMSS) dominated 
another track meet 
here in St. Kitts and 
Nevis having won 
the Giant Malt Relay 
Championships and, 
according to their head 
coach, they are ready to 
defend their inter high 
school championship.

The relays were held at 
the Kim Collins Athletic 
stadium in Bird Rock 
with learning institu-
tions and track clubs 
from across St. Kitts and 
Nevis participated in the 
all relay event.

The affair saw many 
athletes participating 
in various relay events 
across various categories 

including 4x100m 
4x200m 4x400m and 
distance medley that 
saw the teams participat-
ing in a variety of legs. 
The first leg was 800m, 
the second 400m, a 
1200m was the third and 
a 1600m rounded out the 
race.

In the end, CEMSS 
won an impressive 12 
gold medals and five 
silver medals. Distant 
in second place was the 
Charlestown Secondary 
School with four gold, 
five silver and one 
bronze while Basseterre 
High School rounded 
out the top three with 
two gold, eight silver 
and four bronze.

Coach of CEMSS 
Llewlyn Pike told the 
media following their 
triumph that he was 

overwhelmed and happy 
to come out on top.

Pike noted that several of 
his athletes started train-
ing late and that he was 
surprised at how well his 
athletes performed.

“I don’t think I got the 
best out of them there. 
Some started late and I 
felt that for those relays 
with students who start-
ed late I got a better re-
sult than I anticipated.” 

He noted that even 
though they won the 
championship it was not 
the perfect performance 
as he was not pleased 
with the team’s baton 
passing.

“We know that we have 
a lot of work to do for 
inter school. That is one 
of things I am happy to 

have the relay festival 
for, it gives me a chance 
to see weaknesses and 
try work on them.”

He was also confident in 
his team’s ability to win 
their 25th inter school ti-
tle in march. “I still think 
that we are going to win, 

however we would have 
to work for it because it 
won’t be there for us to 
take,” said Pike. “We 
still have to work but I 
am feeling that we still 
will win.”

Pike said that for the 
relay championships 

they had a total of 39 
athletes and had three 
as substitutes if ath-
letes got injured. 

He also thanked the 
athletes their parents, 
the principal and all 
the fans for CEMSS.

CEMSS Athlete pulling ahead in the 4x100m U18 boys
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Thirty-four recruits enrolled 
in police training class

Thirty-four individu-
als aspiring to become 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
(RSCNPF) officers 
began taking five-and-
a-half month Training 
School courses on Jan. 
28.

Commandant of the 
Police Training School, 
Inspector Eldrin 
Dickenson, welcomed 
31 males and three fe-
males as members of 
Course 43. Dickenson 
said the class includes 
students from St. Kitts 
and Nevis, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 
Santo Domingo, 
Grenada and Jamaica.

Police and civilian in-
structors will transform 
the recruits into disci-
plined and dedicated 
police officers commit-
ted to make a difference 
in the community.

“During training, legiti-
macy must be the cor-
nerstone,” Dickenson 
explained. “We must 
play by the laws of the 
land in order to get true 
results in the court. “We 
must be steadfast in 
our efforts to produce 

physical, well-trained 
officers.

Recruits will be as-
sessed on physical 
training, self defence, 
written assessments of 
criminal law, evidence 
and procedure, general 
duties, weapons train-
ing and community 

policing.

Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Osmond Petty, 
expressed pleasure that 
community policing 
is part of the training 
classes.

“When you leave here in 

five and a half months, 
you must begin to dem-
onstrate good policing. 
And good policing to-
day is a police officer 
who can blend tradi-
tional with community-
oriented approaches,” 
said Petty.

He cited a simple 

example, stressing the 
value of engaging with 
the public.

“You can’t pass people 
on the road with your 
face pushed up [and] 
don’t say good morn-
ing and then go back 
and ask them if they 
see anything because 

they are not going to 
answer you. You just 
passed [them] there,” 
said Petty.

The permanent secre-
tary wished the recruits 
well and told them, “we 
need you on the streets.”

Workshop participants discuss 
WTO Trade Agreement

A two-day national workshop on the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 
took place earlier this week at the 
ICT Centre. The workshop is an 
initiative geared towards capacity 
building and knowledge sharing 
about the agreement.

According to Trade Policy Officer, 
Latoya Davis, red tape poses a bur-
den to moving goods across bor-
ders for traders, “trade facilitation, 
the simplification, moderniza-
tion and harmonization of export 
and import processes have there-
fore emerged as important issues 
for the World Trading System.” 
WTO members forged the Trade 

Facilitation Agreement to address 
the matter

“The main objective of the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement is to 
streamline and substantially re-
move the red tape and bureaucracy 
that often slow and impede inter-
national trade thereby significantly 
reducing both cost and time needed 
to do business across borders,” said 
Ms. Davis.

She trade facilitation efforts such 
as simplifying required paperwork, 
modernizing procedures and har-
monizing custom requirements can 
significantly minimize the cost and 
time needed to import and export 

goods.

“Reduction in time and costs to 
trade can thus make the difference 
between a country seamlessly link-
ing up to an integrated global pro-
duction or being left on the margins 
of a big part of world trade,” said 
Ms. Davis. “It is therefore neces-
sary to emphasize that ultimately 
easing trade processes can provide 
a critical boost to international 
trade and the global economy.”

Ms. Davis said it is anticipated that 
the workshop will instill in par-
ticipants a better understanding of 
the Trade Facilitation Agreement, 
provide a review on the various 

category commitments and the im-
plementation assistance and sup-
port that are available.

“It is expected that the overall ef-
fects of this very important Trade 
Facilitation Agreement Workshop 
will enhance participant’s under-
standing of what the agreement 
entails and use the TFA as a major 
driver towards establishing a trade 
and business environment that will 
lead to increased investment and 
employment whilst ensuring that 
consumers, importers and export-
ers enjoy the efficient movement 
of goods across the borders of the 
Federation,” said Ms. Davis.

Construction on Nevis Pier 
resumes--again 

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Island Administration 
(NIA) has resumed construction of 
the Oualie pier again, after months 
of no work being done. This time, 
however, Minister Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers has promised that the pier 
will be completed in the next three 
to four weeks

Construction of the pier began in 
2017 and was set to be completed 
ahead of the official opening of the 
Park Hyatt in St. Kitts in November 
2017. But with an incomplete 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
and tropical storms the competition 
dates were set but never met.

The $6-million project is be-
ing funded by the Sugar Industry 
Diversification Foundation. The 
project is being undertaken by 
Seacure Marine based in St. 
Maarten. The  initial cost to build 
the pier was over EC $400,000 at 
a length of 196 feet. However the 
NIA decided to lengthen the pier by 

120 feet.

“As a Cabinet we have decided 
that with the anticipated increase in 
traffic through this particular facil-
ity…We are preparing for what is to 
come in the future,” Jeffers said.

The final cost of the pier will run 
EC $596,000 for 316 feet pier.

After the pier is completed, renova-
tion work will commence on the ex-
isting building on the site which is 
slated to accommodate office space.

“It’s a phased approach and it is im-
portant to get the pier in first, based 
on the finance that we had at our 
disposal but we have certainly bud-
geted for this particular renovation 
in this budget cycle so we will get 
that started shortly,” Jeffers said.

The entire property will be fenced to 
provide additional security consis-
tent with Charlestown Seaport and 
also the Long Point Port facility. 

“We are hoping to operate at the 

same level of security that exists at 
those particular facilities,” Jeffers 
said. Security would also adhere to 
“international standards”.

Jeffers said he was “pleased” that 
they have overcome the challenges 

with the pier and workers were 
“|ready to push on with the final 
phase.”

Caption: Barge at Oualie with re-
mainder of pier constructed so far.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of National Security, Osmond Petty (seated, third from left) with members of Course 43 with instructors and 
police officials
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Jan. 28 should be a National Holiday 
to honour the Buckley’s Uprising

By Loshaun Dixon

Calls are being made 
again to recognise a 
national holiday on 
Jan. 28 and the erec-
tion of a monument 
at Buckleys Estate to 

honour those slain in 
Buckleys Uprising 
events.

The 1935 uprising re-
sulted after Buckley’s 
Estate Manager, 
E.D.B. Dorbridge, 
refused to give a 

worker an increase in 
wages and that moti-
vated cane-cutters to 
go on strike. Workers 
travelled from estate to 
estate, gaining support 
from other estate work-
ers from around the is-
land as they head as far 

east as Dieppe Bay.

On the following day, 
Dorbridge tried to start 
reaping employing 
strikebreakers, but the 
striking workers con-
vinced the strikebreak-
ers not to work, and set 
out westward to cover 
the other side of the 
island.

After word reached 
strikers that reaping 
had begun at Buckley’s 
Estate, the major-
ity of the protesters re-
turned armed with long 
sticks and iron pipes. 
Dorbridge confronted 
the crowd and opened 
fire with his shotgun, 
injuring four of the cane 
workers.

At about 6.00 p.m., the 
Defence Force and the 
Defence Force Reserve 
arrived. The Riot Act 
was read and shots were 
fired above the heads 
of the crowd to ward 
them off, but they in-
sisted they would not 
leave until Dorbridge 
was arrested and pelted 
the Defence Force with 
missiles.

The Defence Reserve 
opened fire on the 
crowd. The unrest con-
tinued for days. It re-
sulted in three deaths 
and eight recorded seri-
ous injuries.

Killed during the 

uprising were Joseph 
Samuel, John Allen and 
James Archibald.

On Jan. 28 each year the 
can worker’s contribu-
tion to the improvement 
of labour laws, society 
and economic devel-
opment are celebrated 
during a ceremony at 
Buckley’s Estate.

During the ceremony on 
Monday, Earle Clarke 
indicated everyone 
present are the products 
of those working class 
people. 

“We are the sons and 
daughters of ancestors 
who were enslaved 
and brought here from 
mother Africa,” Clarke 
said. “Each and every 
one should be able to 
identify with the sac-
rifices made by real 
heroes of the Buckleys 
Uprising in 1935.”

Clarke added that 
through the sacrifices of 
those heroes, everyone 
in the Federation owes 
a debt of gratitude to 
these heroes.

“If we are all indebted 
to them, why aren’t we 
making noises to have 
a colossal monument 
erected in their memory 
and have this ground 
declared sacred or hal-
lowed,” asked Clarke.

He added that something 

should be done to hon-
our these brave individ-
uals for their enormous 
contribution.

“Why are we not 
clamouring for this day 
to be declared a public 
holiday, not for the sake 
of just another holiday, 
but to recognise the 
enormous contribu-
tions that they made 
with their life and their 
liberty.”

Clarke hailed Ras 
Zambo and Ras Dabo 
Penny for keeping the 
event alive over the 
years.

Glenroy Blanchette 
spoke at the ceremony 
noting it was important 
to understand the socio-
economic environment 
that existed at that time.

“Often times we do not 
recognize how far we 
have come and so we 
continue to fail to pay 
tribute to those before 
us who paved the way.”

He noted that the work-
ers at the time were 
making one shilling per 
week that equates to 
about $90 today.

“You must understand 
and appreciate the 
hardship they endured 
in terms of the living 

Continued on page 24

Violet Warner Honoree of the day Glenro Blanchette during his presentation

Nevis Ministry of 
Tourism grants Taxi 

Permit renewal 
extension

The Ministry of Tourism in the Nevis 
Island Administration (NIA) ad-
vises all bona-fide taxi operators on 
the island of Nevis that the renewal 
processes for all expired taxi identi-
fication and vehicle permits has been 
extended until Friday, Feb. 15.

All operators are asked to collect 
the application forms and list of re-
quired documents at the Ministry of 
Tourism, First Floor, Social Security 

Building at Pinney’s Estate.

Please note that it is an offence for 
any person to operate a taxi or tour 
bus in a prescribed area without a 
valid permit issued by the Ministry of 
Tourism.

For further assistance contact the 
Ministry of Tourism at 469-5521 ext. 
6444 or 6442.

Justice Peter Jamadar joins CCJ Bench
The Honourable 
Justice Peter Jamadar 
will soon be appointed 
Judge of the Caribbean 
Court of Justice (CCJ) 
by the Regional 
Judicial and Legal 
Services Commission 
(RJLSC). 

Justice Jamadar will as-
sume duty at the Court 
after the Hon. Justice 
David Hayton retires 
from office in July 
2019. Justice Jamadar 
presently serves as a 
Judge of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Court of 
Appeal, a position he 
has held since 2008. 
Prior to his appointment 
to the Court of Appeal, 
Jamadar worked in pri-
vate practice until he 
was appointed a Judge 
of the High Court of 
Trinidad & Tobago. 

In making the an-
nouncement, the 
Honourable Justice 
Adrian Saunders, 
Chairman of the RJLSC 

and President of the 
CCJ, noted, “The Court 
continues to attract 
some of the most quali-
fied and talented jurists. 
Justice Jamadar has de-
veloped a well-earned 
reputation throughout 
the Caribbean and the 
Commonwealth for his 
well-reasoned judg-
ments and his outstand-
ing work as a judicial 
educator. His exem-
plary leadership of the 
Judicial Education 
Institute of Trinidad 
and Tobago (JEITT) has 
contributed significant-
ly to the success of that 
body which has recently 
developed and rolled 
out a Gender Protocol 
for the Judiciary of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
Justice Jamadar will un-
doubtedly be a welcome 
addition to our Bench.” 

The RJLC advertised 
for the position of 
Judge in 2018 and re-
ceived 18 submissions 
from applicants in the 

region and from Africa, 
Australia, Europe, 
and North America. 
In September 2018, 
eight applicants were 
interviewed, subjected 
to background investi-
gations and a rigorous 
selection process by 
the Regional Judicial 
and Legal Services 
Commission. From that 
process, the RJLSC se-
lected two judges, the 
Hon. Justice Andrew 
Burgess, who was 
sworn-in recently, and 
Justice Jamadar who 
will be sworn in later 
this year.

Justice Jamadar ob-
tained his Bachelor 
of Laws degree, UWI 
(Hons) in 1982 and 
his Legal Education 
Certificate from the 
Hugh Wooding Law 
School, St. Augustine in 
1984. In 1984, he was 
admitted to the Bar of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
He holds a Masters’ 
Degree in Divinity 

from the University of 
Toronto (1997) and is a 
certified Transpersonal 
Psychologist and a certi-
fied Mediator. He is the 
current Vice-Chairman 
of the Caribbean 
Association of Judicial 
Officers (CAJO).

In addition to his ju-
dicial work, Justice 
Jamadar is very in-
volved in judicial educa-
tion, both nationally and 
internationally, serving 
the Commonwealth 
Judicial Education 
Institute (CJEI) as 
the Vice President of 
Programming and a fac-
ulty member. He is also 
the current Chair of the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Judicial Education 
Institute (JEITT). He 
is a Fellow of the CJEI 
(2004).

Jamadar has au-
thored two books: 
The Mechanics of 
Democracy and the 
Democracy and 
Constitution Reform in 
Trinidad and Tobago” 
with Dr. Kirk Meighoo, 
as well as, numerous 
articles and other publi-
cations. He is also pres-
ently working with the 
United Nations Global 
Integrity Network 
to develop a Global 
Social Media Protocol 

for judicial officers. 
He presently serves 
on several Judiciary 
of TT committees, 
including the Rules 

Committee, Bench Bar 
Committee, and Judicial 
Research Counsel 
Committee.

Honourable Justice Peter Jamadar will soon be appoint-
ed Judge of the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).
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Week-long activities celebrate 
‘International Customs Day’

The vital role played by 
customs agencies and 
employees in main-
taining border security 
was recognized glob-
ally during the Jan. 26 
International Customs 
Day celebrations. The 
Federation’s Customs 
and Excise Department 
marked the event by 
joined together to 
worship at the Zion 
Moravian Church. 

Week-long activities 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
will highlight the cel-
ebration held under 
the theme “SMART 
Borders for Seamless 
Trade, Travel and 
Transport.”

Senior Minister, the 
Honourable Vance 
Amory, spoke on be-
half of Prime Minister 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris to com-
mend Customs and 
Excise employees. He 
said they play a key 
role to ensure St. Kitts 
and Nevis is ranked 
consistently as a leader 
in Customs-related ac-
tivities by prestigious 
international organiza-
tions, such as the World 
Bank Group.

“The World Bank’s 

Doing Business Report 
(the rankings are 
benchmarked to May 
2018) ranks St. Kitts 
and Nevis, out of all the 
countries in the English 
speaking Caribbean, as 
the best facilitator of 
processing goods and 
cross border trade,” 
Amory said.

St. Kitts and Nevis 
ranks 68th in the world 
and one point below 
Puerto Rico, the high-
est ranking country in 
the Caribbean, said the 
senior minister.

Amory said that in 
terms of processing 
cross border trade, 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
also ranks a mere four 
points below Israel and 
eight points below New 
Zealand, which are 
two Organization for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
(OECD) high-income 
countries.

“This is a signifi-
cant achievement of-
ten overlooked in an 
examination of our 
overall ranking,” ex-
plained Amory. “We 
as a nation and espe-
cially our customs of-
ficers can feel a sense 

of accomplishment, 
but we must continue 
to improve our per-
formance overtime. 
Our performance as 
a country emanates 
from the government’s 
support of continuous 
investment and train-
ing in information 
technologies such as 
the implementation of 

the ASYCUDA World 
customs Processing 
System, which is an 
automated system for 
customs data.”

Amory said the global 
ranking of the nation’s 
customs-related activi-
ties keeps improving 
because shorter pro-
cessing times and more 

seamless trade have 
resulted from the use of 
the ASYCUDA system 
and other technologies.

“Good things are in-
deed happening as our 
Team Unity continues 
to equip and empow-
er the Customs and 
Excise Department and 
other key agencies in 

the civil service with 
secure, measurable, 
automated, risk man-
agement and technol-
ogy driven tools,” said 
Amory. “These ensure 
that we perform at the 
highest level of effi-
ciency in all areas of 
our economic and so-
cial activities.”

Customs and Excise Department employees attend Maravian Zionist Church services to celebrate International 
Customs Day

Blackman passes
By Monique Washington 

Almost two months 
after his vehicu-
lar accident, Teddy 
“Blackman” Liburd 
has passed away after 
succumbing to his inju-
ries on Jan 28 in a hos-
pital in Barbados.

Liburd was well-
known in the Nevis and 
St. Kitts community 
from his locally made 
fruit and vegetable 
drink that he made 
fresh every day and 
delivered to custom-
ers. He was also known 

as a member of the 
Sugar Hill String Band 
and the Nevis Masters 
Cricket team.

On the evening of Dec 
8, Liburd was involved 
in a vehicular accident. 
Liburd was headed 
to his home in Barn 
Ghaut when his vehicle 
overturned and landed 
on the side of the road 
leaving him seriously 
injured. He was first 
warded in Alexandra 
Hospital and later air-
lifted to a hospital in 
Barbados. 

The community came 

out to support Liburd 
and fund raisers were 
held to aid in his medi-
cal expenses. On Jan 
19 a fund-raising crick-
et match was held at 
the ET Willet Park in 
Charlestown between 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 
Following the match, 
President of the Nevis 
Masters’ Cricket club, 
Franklyn ‘KUT’ Daniel 
presented a cheque of 
EC $16,262.50.

The St. Thomas com-
munity also held a 
fund-raising concert 
which generated over 
US $2000.
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Nevis Dental Clinic gives 
back to the community

By Monique Washington 

A recent donation of items 
to the Flamboyant Home 
in Nevis by Dr. Ravi 
Chinnaswamy of the Nevis 
Dental Clinic will not be 
the last as they say they will 
continue to give back to 
the Nevisian and Kittitian 
community. 

Blood pressure appara-
tus, glucometers and bed 
side tables were presented 
to the Assistant Hospital 
Administrator Shinnelle 
Mills last week for use at 
the nursing home facil-
ity. The Flamboyant Home 
is a residence for over 50 
senior residents includ-
ing the oldest person in the 
Federation, 107-year-old 
Celian “Martin” Powell.

The Nevis Dental Clinic 
opened in Nevis in March 
2018, in Charlestown. It is 

affiliated with Dr. Blake’s 
Dental Clinic in St. Kitts 
which has been opera-
tional for the past 25 years.  

Chinnaswamy said that 
Flaymboyant Home was 
chosen because “seniors are 
the most ignored group right 

now.” He said the items do-
nated were chosen with the 
help of hospital administra-
tors. He said that though this 

is the Nevis Dental Clinic’s 
first donation since they 
opened, it most defiantly 
will not be its last.

“We focus on the se-
niors and the children,” 
Chinnaswamy said. “We 
do a lot for the children’s 
home in St Kitts as well. 
All the dental treatments at 
the home for the children 
is done free of cost. We are 
also looking at the Cardin 
Home, which is the seniors 
home St. Kitts, and we will 
be making a donation there 
as well.”

Chinnaswamy said they 
would be donating to ben-
efit a child at Cecele Brown 
Integrated School as well as 
to Leeward cricket, and oth-
er schools in the Federation.

“It’s just our way of giving 
back to the community. We 
have been doing this for 
some time,” he said.

Dr. Ravi Chinnaswamy of the Nevis Dental Clinic.

Douglas confident on passport case
By Loshaun Dixon

Leader of the 
Opposition Dr 
Douglas said he was 
confident of winning a 
passport case that has 
been brought against 
him by the govern-
ment, a case which 
could see him barred 
from Parliament.

“Douglas does not lose 
that is not contemplated 
at all,” he said during 
a St. Kitts and Nevis 
Labour Party press 
briefing on Wednesday.

Douglas was taken 
to court by Attorney 
General Vincent 
Bryron over his pos-
session of a Dominican 
diplomatic passport. 
The case hinges on 
whether Douglas’ hav-
ing a diplomatic pass-
port from Dominica 
is an acknowledge-
ment of allegiance 
to that country. An 

acknowledgement of 
allegiance to another 
country would result in 
him being barred from 
sitting as a member of 

parliament. 

Douglas has denied that 
he has an allegiance to 
Dominica and said the 

diplomatic passport was 
issued to him by Prime 
Minister of Dominica 
Roosevelt Skerritt as 
a favour. He said the 
diplomatic passport 
was issued to him over 
“embarrassment” after 
Douglas’ own request 
for a diplomatic pass-
port was refused by St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

Douglas said he had 
used the diplomatic 

passport several times 
for professional reasons 
and it had made travel-
ling easier.

Douglas said that at the 
time he and Skerritt did 
not believe the issuing 
a diplomatic passport 
would be a serious issue.

“There was never 
a thought in Prime 
Minister Skerritt’s 
mind…that a former 

colleague being given a 
diplomatic passport be-
cause the Prime Minister 
of his country refused to 
give him one would be-
come a major regional if 
not international court 
matter,” Douglas said.

Douglas blamed Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris for the contro-
versy, saying “it speaks 
to the smallness of the 
mind of Dr. Harris.”

Leader of the Opposition Dr Denzil Douglas
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conditions, poor sanitation…our 
fore parents had no access to second-
ary school and their life was from the 
school to the cane field, very little 
opportunity to advance themselves 
in life.”

Clarke noted that on that faithful day 
in 1935 the sugar workers decided 
they were going to take a stand for 
the future of their country and the 
future of their children.

“When you look at the impact of the 
stance they took, it spread through-
out the Caribbean. That tells us the 
stance that our fore parent took in 
1935 is of such profound significance 
that today it is a burning shame that 
today, generations of Kittitians and 
Nevisians have failed over the years 
to pay homage to the sacrifices of the 
matters of the Buckleys uprising.

Clarke called for the day to be de-
clared a National holiday.

“It is time that we the living, the 
present generation, consecrate this 
very ground and make Jan. 28 a 
National holiday.

Senator Akilah Byron-Nisbett, 
Chair of the Buckley’s Uprising 
Committee said the committee was 
put into place to formalise plans for 
the remembrance of the events of 
January 28, 1935.

Byron-Nisbett said she was aware 
of previous committees or groups 
that came together in the past with 
the hope of being able to memo-
rialise the great events of January 
28, 1935. “Here we are on the 84th 

anniversary of this great event in our 
history and still we speak of trial to 
find ways we can forever etch the ef-
forts of that day into the history of 
our great country. I have heard the 
cries of other members who serve on 
this committee…that over the years 
they have been part of the discus-
sions, talks on how the event on that 
day can be memorialised.”

Byron-Nisbett said committee mem-
bers have become weary of the con-
tinued talk and no action regarding 
memorialising the event.

“They have become disheartened 
that year-after-year we come here 
at the site of Buckleys Estate with 
great speeches, but nothing more 
than words until the next Jan. 28 is 
upon us.”

Byron-Nisbett pledged that as com-
mittee chair, they will not just be an-
other talk shop. 

“We will work beyond the challeng-
es that we are already facing and for 
once for all memorialise the event of 
January 28, 1935.”

She highlighted their “dishearten-
ment” when they began as a commit-
tee to do our research on the very site 
and the potential for development of 
the space as a means of memorialis-
ing the events of that day and found 
out it was never considered as a heri-
tage site and the lands were eventu-
ally sold.

“That therefore meant the lands were 
free for sale and sold they were,” said 
Byron-Nisbett. “I recall the pain and 
the passion to which the members 
were Ras Iya, Livingston Huggins 
and Stanley Franks in their disgust 

the land upon which our great mor-
tars John Allen, James Archibald 
and Joseph Samuel paid the ultimate 
sacrifice so that today we are able to 
live and work in conditions we are 
worthy of.”

Ras Iroy said he had spoken to both 
governments about honouring the 
event and added he was tired of the 
talk shop.

Ras Iroy hailed the Rastafari 
Nyabingi Theocracy Order in St. 
Kitts and Nevis for standing firm 
and setting an example in the coun-
try for what it means to defend ones 
rights.

“If this was 1935 people around 
here would not be afraid to stand 
up for their rights, people around 
here would not be afraid to talk 
because of political victimisation. 
If this was 1935 African liberation 
day, Buckley’s uprising, black his-
tory month and all of these signifi-
cant actions would have been on the 
government budget properly funded 
and executed if this was 1935.”

Ras Iroy said there should not be 
censorship of freedom of speech in 
St. Kitts and Nevis

“Too many of us shut up when we 
want to say what bothers us in this 
country,” said Ras Iroy. “We must 
approach our actions today based 
on the actions of 1935, because it 
demonstrated that when a people 
are upset, oppress and down trod-
den they must be able to stand for 
their right. No change comes with-
out a struggle.”

Konris Maynard the Constituency 
Representative for the area called 

for the erecting of a monument and 
a holiday to mark the occasion.

“I therefore join the call that I 
have been making over the years 
apart from a monument which we 
must have and has to be done and 
apart from recognition as a heritage 
site January 28 should be made a 
National Holiday,” exclaimed Ras 
Iroy.

He noted that the significance of the 
day cannot be overstated as January 
1935 marked a critical turning point 
in the fight against oppressive plan-
tation owners and massa.

“It highlighted at that time that the 
power lies in the people coming 
together on their behalf. In order to 
achieve new heights, we must come 
together. If we feel today that our 
working conditions are not what 
they are supposed to be, then we 
must get up, stand up, stand up for 
our rights.”

Ras Iroy noted that he has commit-
ted to the goal of memorialise this 
historic site.

“Over the last five years or so I have 
continually sponsored the erection 
and re-erection of the build-board 
as you enter Buckleys Estate.

Viola Warner, who was celebrat-
ing her 86th birthday on Jan. 28 
lost her father John Allen who was 
one of the workers slain during the 
Uprising. She was honoured by the 
organisers of the Ceremony. 

The Late Sir Probyn Inniss was also 
honoured with a plaque presented 
to his wife.

Jan. 28 should be a National Holiday to 
honour the Buckley’s Uprising CON’T

Continued from page 18

Akilah Byron-Nisbett The Hon. Konris Maynard area representative
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Douglas predicts 
March 31 

election date
By Kenichi Serino

Citing the coming CARICOM Conference of Regional Leaders, Opposition 
Leader Dr. Denzil Douglas claimed that elections would be held by the end 
of March by Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris.

“I believe [Harris] is going to use the pomp and pageantry of this ceremony 
to hold himself above and beyond his other colleagues and call the election 
and try to get all the glow from this event,” Douglas told The Observer.

Douglas argued that this was necessary because Harris is in a “continual 
fight” with his fellow Team Unity government members.

“I think Harris is going to have to try as much as possible to maximize his 
status as the leader of St. Kitts and Nevis.”

The Prime Minister’s Office did not respond to a request for comment.

The CARICOM meeting of the heads of government will take place Feb 
26-27 at the St. Kitts Marriott Resort. About 140 participants are expected 
to attend the conference with member states and associate members.

Heads of the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean Development 
Fund, the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, and the Eastern Caribbean 
States Commission are also expected to attend.

UK White Paper 
proposes skills-

based immigration 
system 

The United Kingdom 
has published a White 
Paper which proposes 
that from 2021 UK 
Immigration Rules will 
apply to EU and non-EU 
migrants alike.

The White Paper outlines 
a single immigration sys-
tem, which selects people 
on the basis of their skills 
and talent as opposed to 
their nationality. 

It is important to note the 
following provisions: 

▪ The introduction of 
an Electronic Travel 
Authorisation (ETA) 
scheme similar to the 

scheme operating in the 
USA. 

▪ An improved system 
for business making 
greater use of technol-
ogy. Applications will be 
online and permissions 
will be granted elec-
tronically. A lighter touch 
sponsorship route will be 
introduced. 

▪ Greater use of e-gates 
for low risk travellers. 

▪ Greater access for glob-
al talent such as top in-
ternational scientists and 
start-up companies.

▪ New entry routes for 

temporary short-term 
workers.

▪ No limit for interna-
tional students and an ex-
tended visa period after 
graduation. 

▪ Improved compliance 
system making better use 
of data and technology.

▪ Continuing support for 
family life and vulner-
able persons.

▪ The Common Travel 
Area allowing travel be-
tween the UK, Ireland 
and the Crown. 

Amended categories 
to be added to medical, 

public health acts
With the implementa-
tion of Universal Health 
Care there will be an 
amendment to the pres-
ent Medical Act and the 
Public Health Act, ac-
cording to Chairperson 
of the St. Kitts and Nevis 
National Commission 

for Universal Health 
Care, Azilla Clarke.

At present, there are 
only six medical pro-
fessions registered un-
der the Medical Act. 
These include doctors, 
dentists, chemists, 

podiatrists, opticians 
and chiropractors.

“The new Medical 
Act will allow for 
professionals such as 
psychologists, social 
workers, therapists, nu-
tritionists and similar 

professions,” said Ms. 
Clarke. Herbal medi-
cine is excluded be-
cause it is not regulated 
by authorities, but it is 
possible that they will 
be recognized in the 
amended act.’

“With the revision to 
the acts, it is possible 
for herbalists to be duly 
registered and regulated 
by the country,” said 
Clarke. “They also have 
to continue their educa-
tion to make sure that 
they are keeping abreast 
of modern and current 
research to make sure 
they are offering it.”

Ms. Clarke said that by 
expanding the profile 
of health professionals 
in St. Kitts and Nevis, 
it ensures that persons 
receive comprehensive 

care.

On page 18 of the 
Team Unity Manifesto, 
the administration re-
corded its commitment 
to “within its first term 
in office, commission a 
comprehensive national 
health insurance plan 
for all citizens of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.” The 
Universal Health Care 
was therefore initiated.

Renewed policy 

attention to Universal 
Health Care and 
a National Health 
Insurance System 
(NHIS) are being driven 
by ongoing concerns 
and challenges related 
to the burden of dis-
eases, the demand for 
delivery and financing 
of efficient health care 
services with the need 
to be more sustainable, 
provide barrier-free ac-
cess and improve finan-
cial protection.

Chairperson of the St. Kitts and Nevis National Com-
mission for Universal Health Care, Azilla Clarke
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Workshop 
participants 

discuss 
WTO Trade 
Agreement

A two-day national workshop on the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation 
Agreement (TFA) took place earlier this week 
at the ICT Centre. The workshop is an initiative 
geared towards capacity building and knowledge 
sharing about the agreement.

According to Trade Policy Officer, Latoya 
Davis, red tape poses a burden to moving goods 
across borders for traders, “trade facilitation, 
the simplification, modernization and harmo-
nization of export and import processes have 
therefore emerged as important issues for the 
World Trading System.” WTO members forged 
the Trade Facilitation Agreement to address the 
matter.

“The main objective of the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement is to streamline and substantially 
remove the red tape and bureaucracy that often 
slow and impede international trade thereby sig-
nificantly reducing both cost and time needed to 
do business across borders,” said Ms. Davis.

She trade facilitation efforts such as simplify-
ing required paperwork, modernizing procedures 
and harmonizing custom requirements can sig-
nificantly minimize the cost and time needed to 
import and export goods.

“Reduction in time and costs to trade can thus 
make the difference between a country seamless-
ly linking up to an integrated global production 
or being left on the margins of a big part of world 
trade,” said Ms. Davis. 

“It is therefore necessary to emphasize that ul-
timately easing trade processes can provide a 
critical boost to international trade and the global 
economy.”

Ms. Davis said it is anticipated that the workshop 
will instill in participants a better understanding 
of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, provide a 
review on the various category commitments and 
the implementation assistance and support that 
are available.

“It is expected that the overall effects of this 
very important Trade Facilitation Agreement 
Workshop will enhance participant’s under-
standing of what the agreement entails and use 
the TFA as a major driver towards establishing 
a trade and business environment that will lead 
to increased investment and employment whilst 
ensuring that consumers, importers and export-
ers enjoy the efficient movement of goods across 
the borders of the Federation,” said Ms. Davis.

FAO workshops 
teach seafood 
management

As shrimp and groundfish 
resources in the Southern 
Caribbean continue to 
be intensively exploited, 
a new capacity building 
course to help countries 

better manage the ex-
ploited fish and crusta-
cean species in the North 
Brazil Shelf Large Marine 
Ecosystem (NBSLME) 
is took place in Port of 

Spain. 

Hosted by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations 
(FAO), the five-day 

workshop ended Jan. 26. 
Intended for fisheries 
managers and fisheries 
officers from countries 
in the NBSLME (Brazil, 
French Guiana, Guyana, 
Suriname and Trinidad 
and Tobago), the course 
seeks to strengthen their 
knowledge of the status 
of these intensively fished 
marine resources in the 
NBSLME by increasing 
their technical capacity 
in fish stock assessment, 
particularly in data-limit-
ed situations. Participants 
are also being introduced 
to FishPath, a compre-
hensive and standardized 
approach to guiding the 
selection of monitoring, 
assessment and decision 
rule options for data-lim-
ited fisheries.

Internationally renowned 
fisheries expert Dr. 
Jason Cope (University 
of Washington, United 
States of America) is 
leading the training over 
the course of the week. 
Since 2004, Dr. Cope has 
participated in numerous 
groundfish stock assess-
ments in the Northwest 
Pacific. He is also in-
volved in diverse research 
activities, including the 
development, application 
and teaching of methods 
for data-limited fisheries.

“Dealing with limited 
data and resources is a 
common challenge fac-
ing the management of 
most of the world’s fish-
eries,” says Dr. Cope. 
“Nonetheless, data-limi-
tations does not exclude 
the use of the scientific 
method, statistical theory, 
and clever population 
modeling approaches to 
provide critical insight 
and scientifically-based 
advice to fisheries man-
agers. Increasing capacity 

to apply fisheries theory 
in data-limited situations 
remains a worldwide 
need; the good news is we 
have the tools to meet this 
need.”

The training is part of a 
wider regional effort to 
bolster the management 
of shared living marine 
resources through an 
ecosystem-based man-
agement (EAF) approach. 
It will also make a sig-
nificant contribution to 
the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF)-funded 
Caribbean and North 
Brazil Shelf Large Marine 
Ecosystems (CLME+) 
Project.

As a CLME+ Project 
partner, FAO is imple-
menting an EAF ap-
proach to fisheries in the 
sub region. In this con-
text, FAO is working with 
countries to ensure a more 
resilient marine environ-
ment that can effectively 
support sustainable food 
production and related 
livelihoods. 

“The methods and tech-
niques offered through 
this course will be key in 
establishing the regional 
capacity required for 
effective stock assess-
ment of the shrimp and 
groundfish resources of 
the NBSLME. By defin-
ing the best strategies for 
their sustainable manage-
ment, fisheries officers 
and managers can help 
the region improve its 
food security and increase 
the incomes of its fisher-
folk,” explains Dr. Jeremy 
Mendoza, Regional 
Project Coordinator at 
FAO for the CLME+ 
Sub-Project “EAF for the 
Shrimp and Groundfish 
Fishery.”
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Deputy Governor-General Liburd 
visits students on Nevis

Students and teachers 
on Nevis had a special 
visit recently from Her 
Honour Hyleeta Liburd, 
Deputy Governor-
General on Nevis, car-
rying a message of 
encouragement, hope 
and love.

Liburd, who is also a 
wife, mother, and life-
long educator visited 
Charlestown, Gingerland 
and Nevis International 
Secondary schools and 
the Nevis Sixth Form 
College, She said the 
intimate meetings came 
about because of her love 
for people and children.

“I was a child and there 
were experiences that I 
have had in my life that 
helped to make me who I 
am,” said Mrs. Liburd. “I 
believe if I can help these 
children to understand 

that despite of where they 
came from that they can 
make it, I will gladly do 
that.

“I made it, everybody 
else can. I think that is 
one of the first things that 
drove me but my love 
for children, my love for 
people is also one of the 
things that drives me be-
cause nobody is useless,” 
said the Deputy Attorney 
General. “There is no 
useless person…I believe 
that children have poten-
tial and they are special. 
I really want them to feel 
it in their being that they 
are special, specially cre-
ated by God for a special 
purpose. 

“I just thought that my 
going would help to 
bring home that fact to 
the children, and also to 
support the teachers in 

their efforts. I believe that 
when children have high 
self-esteem they do bet-
ter and so, I just wanted 
to encourage them and let 
them know that they can 
reach their potential.”

Mrs. Liburd noted that 
during the sessions the 
students appeared atten-
tive. There were occa-
sional questions and she 
received comments after 
the session. However, 
she expressed hope that 
they understood her 
message.

“What I hope that they got 
from it is that they can be 
diligent, they should be 
respectful, they should be 
grateful and they should 
be patriotic…I hope they 
are all special and can 
make positive impact in 
the space they occupy.” 
In response to whether 

the same was done in the 
past, she indicated that 
Weston Parris, Deputy 
Governor-General vis-
ited schools on occasions 
but she couldn’t recall 
any other time it was 
done.

She said she hoped to 
continue interacting 

with students in various 
settings.

“There are many other 
things that I would prob-
ably like to do and I 
would like,” Mrs. Liburd 
concluded. “To help chil-
dren wherever they are, 
not necessarily at school, 
to know that they can 

make a positive impact 
in the space they occupy. 
That’s my goal.

“I want the young people 
to know that wherever 
they go they can impact 
positively,” she said.

Deputy Governor-General of Nevis Her Honour Hyleeta Liburd addressing students at 
the Gingerland Secondary School

Deputy Governor-General of Nevis Her Honour Hyleeta Liburd addressing students at 
the Charlestown Secondary School

Nevlec privatize meter reading
By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Electricity 
Company, Nevlec 
has recently decided 
to privatise the read-
ing of meter because 
finding young people 
to do the job has be-
come too difficult, in 
part because of “gang 
foolishness”.

“Yes we have 

privatized the meter 
reading aspect of it. 
It still new but it is 
working fine so far,” 
Premier Mark Brantley 
told the Observer.

“Part of the problem 
that we were having 
is that all the meter 
readers that we had 
were all aging and 
were coming to the 
age that they will be 
retiring and we were 

having a difficulty 
hiring young people,” 
he said. Brantley said 
that some of the young 
men who were inter-
ested in the job were 
unable to do because 
gang ties would not 
allow them to travel 
to certain parts of the 
island.

“That’s the gang fool-
ishness that we had in 
the country for a few 

years,” Brantley said. 
“So if you  hire them 
you can tell yourself 
you would not be col-
lecting any money from 
some people in some 
areas or you will have 
to be sending them esti-
mated bills.”

Brantley said that he 
agreed with the compa-
ny’s decision to priva-
tise the meter reading. 
New meter reading will 
be done on a “contrac-
tual basis” with Nevlac.

Brantley said there 
would be no additional 
cost to Nevlac for the 
contracting. The cur-
rent meter readers with 
Nevlac will not be laid 
off and will be ab-
sorbed into the rest of 
the company.

Brantley said that one 
the new meter-reading 
contracts has already 
been given to a retired 
meter-reader, Wilmot 
“JoJo” Parris

A Nevlac meter in Charleston, the company has priva-
tised it’s meter-reading service because it cannot find 

young people for the work, due in part to “gang foolish-
ness”.
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