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National Museum seeks US $1-million
for renovations as first stage finishes
By Kenichi Serino

The National Museum
in the Old Treasury
Building is seeking
US $1-million for
planned renovations,
even as the first stage
of the refurbishment-around the windows
and
moulding--are
being completed next
week.
St.
Christopher
National Trust (SCNT)
Executive
Director
Rhyllis Percival said
the current phase of
renovations began last
week at a cost of EC
$30,000 with the old
windows, which were
added about 20 years
ago, being replaced
with glass panes meant
to resemble the windows when the building was first built. In

the government.

all, seven windows
and two doors facing
Port Zante will be restored and the overall
look of the building
will be improved.

Some problems were
encountered early on
however. Electrical
wires and air conditioning units had been
running through the
old windows. With
the windows replacement to the original
look, these modern
items had to go elsewhere. This turned
what was expected to
be a two-week project into three weeks.

“It’s going to be a
humongous
facelift
to the building just to
do the windows and
mouldings. When we
hit March we can say
we have a new look,”
said Percival.
But this is only the first
of SCNT’s plans for
the building. Percival
said areas around the
roof need to be fixed,
including a parapet
wall and gutters. Steel
that was placed in the
building has swollen,
resulting in masonry
being cast off and will
need to be replaced.
There is also a major
crack in one of the

“We had to core the
building walls to get
the wires into the
building and that
was a cost that we
did not foresee,”
said Percival. They
also had to move air
conditioning
units
around.
A worker spreads limestone mortar on the south side of the Old Treasury Building as
part of the ﬁrst phase of a restoration expected to cost about US $1-million.

walls which will need in the style of the 19th
century, Percival said
to be fixed.
they’re also hoping to
However, once these install a lift which will
structural issues are make the second floor
fixed further refurbish- where the museum is
ments can be tackled located more acceswhich will make the sible to visitors.
Old Treasury Building
look much more like However, all this
its old self when it was work won’t come
originally built. This cheap, and the SCNT
will include removing is seeking about US
modern concrete and $1-million in funds
paint and replacing it for the improvewith limestone. Even ments. With funding
the cement holding she expects the imstones together will provements to take
be replaced with lime- between six months
stone mortar. They to a year.
also plan to build a veranda on the southern Percival said they’re
side of the building currently still planning on how to raise
facing Porte Zante.
the money but have
“Hopefully after it’s some ideas.
done the building
appealing
will look as it was “We’re
constructed in 1896,” to the generosity of
Percival said. She our local business
noted that these re- community and our
furbishments are be- expat community [of
ginning on the 125th St. Kittians living
Percival
anniversary of the abroad],”
start of construction said.
of the Old Treasury
Building, which began The current phase of
in 1894. Not all the restoration was paid
improvements will be through funding from

“It will allow us to
have a clean looking building with no
wires or A/C units
on it,” said Percival.
“Hopefully by next
week when you look
at the south side of
the building you will
see a clean building
with nothing hanging
off of it.”
Percival said the
funding was not the
only help the SCNT
had received for the
project. Some materials and labour
were donated by local businesses. The
water and electricity departments also
helped the project
along.
The Old Treasury
Building has served
several
functions
since first being built.
It was a treasury,
a customs department and had several
government offices
before it was abandoned in the late 90’s
and taken over by the
St Kitts Historical
Society, who turned
it into a museum.
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Skin
Outbreak at
VHS after lab
experiment
VHS compound

By Loshaun Dixon

all the children are
safe.

A recent skin outbreak
at the Verchild’s High
School has led to the
isolation of a section
of the school while
education
officials
investigate the cause
of the outbreak.

“We also want to do
the necessary testing
in the lab by hiring an
experienced, specialized cleaner to make
sure the lab is properly cleaned before
the students continue
to use the lab,” explained Lloyd. “We
believe that health is
important and want
make sure teachers and students are
healthy, particularly
on the compound.”

The outbreak was said
to have been caused
among students who
were involved in a
lab experiment. The
contaminated
lab
has been quarantined
pending an investigation by the Ministry Parents of affected
students should meet
of Education.
with
school
and
officials
Chief
Education education
Officer,
(CEO), to have an opportuDarryll Lloyd said nity to voice their
this was a very seri- concerns.
ous matter for the
Ministry
dealing “The school was
with the health of the asked to submit a report about chemicals
children.
that were used during
“The way forward a recent experiment
is that the Ministry conducted in the
of Education will lab, since the spots
provide
necessary only appeared on the
support for all those hands and arms of
affected,” said Lloyd. those who have been
“The Department of in the lab since then.
Health is working
anonymous
with us to provide the An
school official told
necessary testing.”
the Observer that the
Lloyd said all medi- experiment was on
cal expenses incurred Monday or Tuesday
by the parents of last week and by
these children will be Friday some students
complained
about
reimbursed.
spots on their arms
“Some parents told and hands.
the school that prior
to the continuing It is believed that a
health assessments majority of the stuthey took their chil- dents that conducted
dren to the doctor,” the experiment had
said Lloyd. “In these signs of the outbreak.
instances, the medi- There were reports
cal costs incurred by that other uninvolved
showed
the parents will be students
symptoms
met by the ministry.” similar
but that could not be
Lloyd said the min- confirmed.
istry will ensure that
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EDITORIAL

Hospital Bills
In last week’s Observer newspaper, the Premier of Nevis encouraged
persons to pay their hospital bills or face court action. The article
refers to the cost per night of a bed in air-conditioned rooms, with
three meals per day, at an affordable EC$25.00 per night. The statement suggests that the problem is with hospital stay. It has to be,
because diagnostics are paid for up front.
We know that the real health challenges faced by our people are diabetes, high cholesterol, hypertension, cancers, violence (vehicular,
domestic and gun) and complications arising from these conditions.
All of these are preventable, especially when diagnosed early. Early
screening and lifestyle changes, proper hygiene and sanitation are
the most effective ways of preventing and or managing these maladies. We do not really need a hospital for any of these conditions, as
harsh as this may sound.
Hospitals are places where sick people go to recover; and persons
who are not outwardly sick go to become better. By their very nature, therefore, hospitals work best when they don’t have to work at
all. Still, they are institutions that bring comfort to both citizens and
politicians - knowing that the facility is there, just in case. The real
challenge lies in preventive health, public or environmental health.
We believe that hospitals and other public institutions of health must
be covered by general taxes. Specialist doctors charge hefty sums
for their services, so maybe they are the ones who should pay for
the facility. But some doctors will argue that lawyers are not charged
for the use of the courtrooms with all the trappings of the system, so
why should they, the doctors pay?
Notwithstanding, we join with the Premier to encourage persons to
pay their bills, but we wonder about the threatened Court action.
How do you charge and collect from people who do not recover
i.e. the deceased? Can this cost be legally passed to next of kin?
Perhaps it is time to charge a bed fee up front like is done in other
jurisdictions, but even that gives no guarantee.
The introduction of the National Health Insurance programme offers
hope, a hope that unpaid hospital bills will become a thing of the
past. Our fear is that it may be abused.
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Coding programme certifies
Tucker Clarke students
think outside of the
box,” said Ross. The
class was for students ages seven- to
11-years-old.
She
hopes to introduce
coding to the other
students at the school.

By Loshaun Dixon

Almost 100 students
from
the
Tucker
Clarke
Primary
School
graduated
from the Hour of
Code
Competition,
organized by the
St. Kitts & Nevis
Junior Achiever programme to teach primary school student
coding.

“The next step is to introduce other students
to coding skills,” explained Ross. “Other
youth were eager to
do it and asked us every day when we are
going to do it again.
“The next step is to
introduce it to the
whole school.”

Yvette Ross, a teacher
and programme coordinator
indicated
that the competition
started last term and
was sponsored by
Insurance Company
of the West Indies,
(ICWI).

Ross said students
volunteered to participate in the event.
The school has more
than 400 students and
almost one hundred
participated in the
programme.

“It was a successful programme, the
children enjoyed it,
taught their peers and
practiced at home.”

She described how
technology can be
constructively
used
to boost the youth’s
interest.

She further explained
the importance of
this initiative among
primary school age
children.
“It boosts their creativity and allows to

Programme coordinator Yvette Ross and some of the graduating students

“Doing constructive
things within technology boost the youth’s
creativity,” said Ross.
“There are youth who
need to learn about
solving issues, learning about coding helps
to prompt their thinking and they want to
learn about it.”
Ross noted that in
teaching the students
about coding she
could see it was also
helping them to improve their problemsolving abilities.
Ross encouraged parents to encourage the
students to become
immersed into the
positive benefits of
technology.
“Allow your children
to broaden their horizons<”
explained
Ross. “Stick to the
book, technology is
improving, said Ross.
“Yes,
there
are
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negatives, but we want
to encourage students
to dwell upon the positive things that will
enhance their learning
and help them become
better students.”
Students who graduated from the programme
were
presented
certificates by the
Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry of
Education, William
Hodge, and Business
Development Officer,
of ICWI Branch,
Nordia Dobbs.
During the presentation ceremony, Dobbs
said her organisation was pleased to
be partners in the
programme.
“What makes St.
Kitts/Nevis
Junior
Achievement
so
unique is that it recognises the need to
expose all school
children to computer
science, said Dobbs.
“It demystifies coding
and shows that anyone
can learn the basics of
computer science.”
She noted that technology is the wave of
the future and plays a
large role in industries
around the world.
“This has been proven
by new social media platforms like
Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, Snap Chat
and WhatsApp,” said
Ross. “it is also the
one industry that is
best driven and led
by young people the
world over.
“Before you entered
into the program,
none of you had any
knowledge of coding. Now that the
exercise is over, you
have become part of
a small elite group
of Kittitians and
Nevisians with skills
and competencies in
coding.”
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Vance Amory
International
Airport to
be leased?
to the airport that
will help generate
money for the Nevis
The Vance Amory Island Administration
Airport in Nevis may (NIA).
soon be leased to a
company that plans to “We are looking forexpand, upgrade and ward to not just and
increase air traffic to expansion of the airport but an upgrade
the island.
to the facilities,” said
The airport, that was Powell. “My clients
renamed in 2002 after have had prelimia multimillion dol- nary discussions in
lar renovation, saw terms of a private jet
multiple flights which facility within that
included
American development and the
Eagle, Winair, Liat introduction of at
and others flying ev- least one major airery day or multiple line coming through
the airport providing
times a week.
hub services. That
On Feb. 6, the in itself not only inNevis
Island creases the traffic,
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , obviously the spinoff
Nevis Air and Seaport will be tremendous.
Authority
NASPA It would also provide
signed an agreement additional income for
with the Marketing the NIA.”
Cooperation
B&L
Worldwide Limited. Powell pointed out
Deputy Premier of that the company is
Nevis Hon Alexis not to “takeover” the
Jeffers, who repre- entire operation of the
sented the Premier airport.
noted that over the
years the airport has “This is not a situation
had difficulties op- where the developers
erating at maximum are coming and taking
over the airport,” said
levels.
Powell. Under the
“We are looking to- agreement, NASPA is
ward the future,” expected to continue
said Jeffers. “We are its operation as it
looking to possibly does now. Departure
making the Vance tax as it now will
Amory International continue to flow to
Airport a hub of ac- the NIA in addition to
tivities in the future new revenue that will
and we are looking be generated.”
for a partner to do
so. B&L Worldwide The Premier Hon
Limited approached Mark Brantley, who
us to provide such informed the public
about the plans for
partnership.”
the airport last week,
Legal counsel and noted that the NIA in
Marketing Director “recognizing that we
for
B&L,
Jonell need transportation
transportation
Powell
said
the and
company is look- links are critical if
ing forward to mak- we are to develop the
ing
improvements island.”
By Monique Washington
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Powell: No restrictions on Buju Banton

By Loshaun Dixon

Apart from the use of
profanity, no restrictions will be placed
on the performance of
Buju Banton, a singer
sometimes notorious
for the homophobic
lyrics of one of his
songs, when he performs at the St. Kitts
Music Festival as part
of his Long Walk to

Freedom tour.
Buju Banton was announced as one of
the acts to perform
at the St. Kitts Music
Festival not long after
he was released from
prison in December after serving seven years
for a drug charge.
One of Buju Banton’s
songs, ‘Boom Bye
Bye’, even led to him
being banned from

a performance in the
United Kingdom in
2006 over it’s homophobic lyrics.
Jonel Powell, head of
the Music Festival’s
artiste selection committee, said that apart
from profanity, no
restrictions would be
placed on the reggae
artist.
“We have not put any
restrictions on Buju

that we have not put
on any other artist,”
Powell said. “There
are profanity and other
clauses in his contract
that we did with everybody but in terms
of that particular song
we have not put any
restrictions on him.”
Powell noted that
the Music Festival
believes in freedom
of speech but at the
same time would want
all their artists to be
respectful.
“We want to respect
people, to do what is
the most sensible thing
in his mind. We are not
putting a restriction,
but we are expecting
him to give us the best
and respectful show.”
Buju Banton was announced on December
22 as part of the St.
Kitts Music festival
line up one day after
he had been released
from prison. The St.
Kitts Music Festival
Committee had announced that they had
contracted him since
May 2018 but had
to embargo the announcement until he
was released.

than just a concert
we want a real fete.
So imagine you’re in
a party and the DJ is
playing all this music,
“I am confident that but we have the artists
it will certainly sur- to sing to you live.”
pass last year and give
even more people lo- He said the produccally regionally and tion will be working
internationally more with the artists to have
reason to come to St. those type of perforKitts for this particu- mances done in such a
lar event. We defi- way to get the best out
nitely have somebody of the artists.
for everybody, we
have stepped outside “As well as leaving
of the box a bit, but there at a decent hour
we believe in doing so to go party on the strip
it will encourage per- after,” Powell said.
sons to come out.”
For the first time
Questioned on how all this year, the Music
those quality artists Festival venue will be
would be squeezed the Kim Collins athinto a five hour period letics stadium. Powell
with a 1am cut off, said that planning for
he said that only the the new venue took
Thursday night of the place last year and
festival would present will be similar to what
was done at Carifta.
that challenge.
were pleased with the
final line up his committee was able to
produce.

“We are still targeting
that one o’clock cut
off as we have done
before. It is a lot of
artists, but we realise
it is the Thursday
night that have all
these artists.”

“It will be similar
and will be facing the
West. We are going to
do it in such a way it
will be convenient to
everybody and persons will be able to
utilise the stands and
few other goodies to
enhance the overall
patron experience,”
Powell said.

He added that for the
Thursday night however, they would be
Last week they also looking to create a
announced the final party like atmosphere. He also stated that
there will be a park
roster for the music
festival that included “We are trying to and ride shuttle serlocal, regional and present a more fete vice for patrons to get
international
acts. like atmosphere for to the facility from
Powell noted that they Thursday, so rather Basseterre.
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Hurricane Relief Fund
Working for you…

RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

Thousands of families served…

CMYK
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Culturama
Committee calls
on stakeholders to
help make festival
biggest ever

By Monique washington

planning to be a mega festival this
year,” Liburd said.

The Culturama Committee along
with the Minister of Culture Hon
Eric Evenly have embarked on
speaking to all stakeholders and
getting suggestions to make the upcoming Culturama 45 the biggest
and best.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Social Development Keith
Glasgow urged attendees to give
their suggestions as how Culturama
can be made better in terms of the
activities and finances.

The committee has been hosting a series of public consultation
throughout the island. The first
was held on Jan 31 at the Pond Hill
Community Centre while the second
was held on Feb 5 at the Franklyn
Browne Community Centre.

“We want the private sector to play
a really, really big role,” he said.

Evenly said that the consultation is
a part of the government plan of being transparent. He pointed out that
weeks after the staging of Culturama
44 they were able to inform the general public of the expenditure and
Several stakeholders attended and gates receipt that derived from the
presented their suggestions for staging of the event.
Culturama 45.
It was pointed out, however, that all
On Tuesday the Culturama the bills were not received at that
Secretariat Executive Director time and the staging of Culturama
and Chairman for Culturama 45 44 left them with over $700,000 in
Antonio “Abonaty” Liburd said the “the red” that the government evenpurpose of these public consultation tually cleared.
is to hear from the general public as
to what they would like to see hap- “After every Culturama festival
there is a lot of chatter across the
pening for Culturama.
island. They speak about what we
“It is no big secret that we are didn’t do right, what went right,
celebrating our 45 year of the what went wrong with Culturama. I
Culturama. This year is suppose to think it is important, Culturama bebe special. We are looking to the ing a government festival, a festival
members of the general public, the for all of us, that the people should
patrons, the persons who support have a say in what they feel should
Culturama to assist us, to give us take place,” Evenly said
your ideas, to assist in what we are
CMYK
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
ForREAL
Rent ESTATE
House For Rent
Delightful Two
Bedroom Apartment
Upper Ramsbury
Contact: 469-5688

REAL
ESTATE EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT REAL
ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Vacancy
Vacancy
For Sale

Vacancy
Fashion Diva
2 Store Managers
Must have 8 years
experience
Call- 869 667-1341
Email: fashiondivaskb@gmail.com

Vacancy
Merville Claxton
Construction
Needs Mason
& Helper
Contact:661-9197

Vacancy
VM CONSTRUCTION
Needs Labourer
Contact: 667-5915

Purchase manager
for a resort wear and
souvenir store. Working
hours are 9AM-5PM.
Must be able to work
on Sunday when cruise
ships are in the port.
BIlingual is an asset.
JOB requires inventory
control, sales data ,interaction with suppliers
and brand positioning.
Apply with a CV at:

Purchase manager
for a resort wear and
souvenir store. Working
hours are 9AM-5PM.
Must be able to work
on Sunday when cruise
ships are in the port.
BIlingual is an asset.
JOB requires inventory
control, sales data ,interaction with suppliers
and brand positioning.
Apply with a CV at:

3 monkeys
Building #21 -shop #2
Port Zante
Email address is sai.
shamdasani@yahoo.
com

Batik World
Building #24 - shop # 5
Port Zante
St kitts
Email address is sai.
shamdasani@yahoo.
com

For Rent
Two Bedroom
Apartment House
Contact: 664-5232
after 6pm weekdays
and anytime weekend

Diva Hair Salon, Beauty Supply
& Accessories Bar
Drakes Place. Sir Walter Francis Drive Purcell
Estate. Tortola. British Virgin Islands. VG1110
(284) 495-DIVA/3482
www.facebook.com/divahairbvi

Vacancy
Asylum Bar
Need One Helper
Telephone: 764-8495

The Charlestown Gallery

1997 Wrangler 4x4
Jeep Runs great!

869-662-6778

New Brakes, tires,
battery and new bikini
top and spare tires!!
Pease call or whatsapp
for more information.
1-869-669-0904

Vacancy
D’ Viy ukiss Gift Shop
Two Sale Person Needed
Telephone: 661-6724

Vacancy
J&B Construction
Mason Needed
Telephone: 6617109/ 661-4041

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.

Vacancy

Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm
Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm

Gajors Mechanic Shop
Needs Mechanic
Contact:661-0225

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

CENTRE
MARINETIME
Needs a Manager &
Personal Assistant
Contact: 665-9167

House Hold Help
Needed Must Speak
Spanish (Fluent)
Contact: 662-7201

Smart Electronics is seeking a cashier and a sales
associate. with minimum 5 years experience.
Call 1 869 760-6710.

WANTED

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Patrick Browne Now residing in
St Paul Street in the town or village
of Bath do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply
on 30th Day of November 2017
next to the District Magistrate At
Charlestown for a Retail Liquor
Licence in respect of my
Premises in Chapel Street
in St Charlestown
Dated this 30th day of
November 2017.
Signed: Patrick Browne

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Ingrid Phillip Now residing in
.................... Street in the town or
Village of Molineaux do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on ............................. Day of
April 2019 next to the District
Magistrate At Basseterre for a
Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Bay Road Street in
Basseterre Ferry Terminal
Dated this 22nd day of January 2019 .
Signed: IPhillip

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Hiren P Fatnani (Los Locos
Now residing in Nelson Spring,
Cades Bay Street in the town or
Village of St.Thomas Parish Nevis
do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on
Today, 5th Day of February, 2019
next to the District Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence
in respect of my Premises in Nelson
Spring Street in Cades Bay, Nevis
Dated this 5th day of February, 2019.
Signed: HFatnani

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Hiren P Fatnani (Aladdins)
Now residing in Nelson Spring, Cades
Bay Street in the town or Village of
St.Thomas Parish Nevis do hereby
give you notice That it is my intention to apply on Today, 5th Day of
February, 2019 next to the District
Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence
in respect of my Premises in Rams
Street in Stoney Grove, Nevis
Dated this 5th day of February, 2019.
Signed: HFatnani

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Cassigne SmithenNow residing in
Nevis- Charlestown Street in the town
orVillage of Brown Hill Village do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on
Tuesday 8TH Day of January, 2019
next to the District Magistrate At
Charlestown for a Liquor Licence in
respect of my Premises in Charlestown
Street in Government Road

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Curlette Claxton Now residing in
Cherry Garden Street in the town or
Village of Cherry Garden do hereby
give you notice That it is my intention
to apply on 16th
Day of January, 2019 next to the
District Magistrate At Charlestown
for a Retail Beer Licence in respect of
my Premises in Cherry Garden Street
in .............

Dated 8th day of January, 2019
Signed: CSmithen

Dated 16th day of January, 2019
Signed: Curlette Claxton

A-1 Farms is seeking to employ an
experienced Farmer/Maintenance
worker with 5 years farming experience. Duties include and not limited
to general farming duties, repair and
maintenance of farming equipment,
construction and maintenance of
green house and delivery of farm
produce. Must be able to work on
weekends. Salary is commensurate
with experience. Please contact
662-4989 for more information

LOCAL NEWS
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Over US $87million made from
CPL in SKN since 2014

File photo of CPL at Warner Par in St Kitts

was US $9.2 million
and has grown to US
$22.2-million in 2018.
More US $87M had Growth has been conbeen generated in the tinuous except for
economy of St. Kitts 2017, when it was
and Nevis since the only US $16.8 million
Federation
started due to the CPL playhosting
Caribbean ing fewer games on
Premier League (CPL) St. Kitts including the
semi-finals and finals
games in 2014.
which had been played
That was disclosed by in the previous years.
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Sports “If my memory serves
the
Hon.
Shawn me correctly I think
the semifinals and the
Richards.
finals were held here in
Richards cited an eco- 2016 so of course, one
nomic impact report would have seen an inwhich said that CPL crease then,” Richards
had a total of 21,205 said.
spectators last year.
He said that 319 jobs
The economic return were created last year
of the CPL in 2014 within the local market
By Loshaun Dixon

with Kittitians and you would realize the
Nevisians benefiting enormous economic
impact on the federafrom those jobs.
tion,” Richards said.
Richards said corporate social responsibil- Richards anticipates
ity spend amounted to with St. Kitts and
US $23-million as well Nevis hosting at-least
as a total TV audience five games annually
of 110 million viewers US $10-million in economics spin-offs are
last year.
anticipated to be made
For the 2018 season, he as well as marketing
said 4,760 hotel rooms of the Federation that
had been booked in all was beamed across the
and were broken down globe in almost 24 milinto non-local specta- lion households.
tors and CPL staff. The
report indicated that St. Kitts & Nevis’s rethere were 3,681 filled turns are still slightly
by non-local specta- behind Guyana, which
tors and 1,079 by CPL hosted two play-off
games last year and
team staff.
created a total eco“If one is to take a clos- nomic impact of US
er look at those figures $25.5-million in the

country, an 80% in- radar.”
crease from 2017.
Russell also noted the
CPL also created CPL have considered
468 jobs in Guyana plans to expand the
and filled 7,654 hotel competition with the
rooms during the event addition of eight teams
as they hosted seven but said they won’t
happen this year.
matches in 2018.
Pete Russell, COO of
the CPL, said there
was obviously a huge
financial impact here
in St. Kitts and Nevis
as well as every where
they host games.
“For the teams to be
hosted
successfully
there has to be a strong
public private partnership. I think one thing
we are very excited for
is that CPL is now very
much on everyone’s

“We always look at
it every year we always think that there
is scope to evolve…
but it has to be done at
the right time and with
the right partners we
are looking at that and
how it might play out,”
Russell said.
CPL 2019 will run
from August 21 to
September 27. The
schedule of games is
yet to be announced.
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Public Works seeks
further Challengers
consultations

The Observer, Gilbert
said that people often
don’t comment on the
The government will impact of construccontinue to seek out tion projects until after
the input of resi- work begins.
dents of Challengers
about
construction “When they see acof the Old Road Bay tion that’s when you
Rehabilitation Project. come to make noise,”
Gilbert said.
The Department of
Public Works (DPW) He hopes to avoid this
held a town hall meet- by having more meeting on Jan 31 to discuss ings on the project this
the adverse effects of week.
the project, which will
likely disrupt traffic The Observer spoke
and have large truckers to several residents
driving through the vil- in Challengers about
lage from 6am to 11pm what they thought
about the Old Road
during construction.
Bay Project, all said
However,
only
a the project was welhandful of residents come and the current
appeared, leading of- road was dangerous.
ficials and the resi- However, some had
dents at the meeting concerns about the
to become worried construction.
the community would
not be informed of the The owner of popular restaurant Sprat
construction.
Net, Marcus Spencer,
“This project requires said he welcomed the
community coopera- project.
tion,” said DPW Chief
Engineer
George “It’s a good project.
We definitely needed
Gilbert.
it. It’s been a longResidents suggested time coming,” said
that DPW broadcast Spencer. “The dust
more advertisements might be a problem,
on radio, however but we have to sacriGilbert said this had fice something.”
already been done. He
resident
suggested instead that Local
Gumbs
he would go car-to- Ferdinand
car in Challengers and said “It’s about time,”
leave pamphlets advis- when asked about the
project. Like many, he
ing of new meetings.
noted the number of
Gilbert told the resi- accidents on the road.
dents that some car He and Spencer also
owners would have to both expressed hopes
park their cars out of that the project would
the way of the large make it safer for resitrucks which would be dents on the road durrunning along the road ing a hurricane by
between Challengers building more shoreand Basseterre. The line with rocks.
trucks will be running
from 6am to 11pm “I hope when they fix
at night. They would the road, we get some
have to also be ad- kind of protection,”
vised about the noise said Gumbs
that the trucks would
create. Speaking to He said that during
By Kenichi Serino

the last hurricane, the
waves easily climbed
over the road and battered his home across
the
street.
Some
waves, he said, were
as high as a telephone
pole.
“Man, you don’t want
to be here. You’ll run,”
Gumbs said.
Gumbs also expressed
concern about the
dust but said this was
something that had to
be tolerated.
Another
resident,
Rockliffe Bowen said
that many people in
the
neighbourhood
suffered from asthma,
so anything DPW
could do to cut down
on their difficulty
breathing from the
construction would be
welcome.
Edwin James, who
attended last week’s
meeting said that
people should be better informed about the
project. He said that
older people may have
problems with the
noise generated by the
project. He added that
a lot of people who
drive to Basseterre
should be warned that
their commutes are
going to be longer.
“This is a major artery
going to Basseterre,”
he said.
The Old Bay Road
Rehabilitation Project
is expected to last one
year. The $31 million
project will see land
being reclaimed from
the sea to construct
a new 1.6-kilometre
road. It will be 4.8
metres higher than the
existing road and will
be protected by 26,000
tonnes rock armouring
to guard against damage from wave surges.
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From the Supervisor
of Elections. Issue
82: Vanishing Lists
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January is a special
month in the electoral
calendar. It is a month
when three lists are
mandated. They are
the Annual Register
of Voters, the monthly lists of registrants
for January and the
revised monthly list
for December.
The ARV must be
posted by the 31st or
earlier if the 31st is a
weekend; the monthly
list is due not later than
the 15th of the next
month following; and
the revised monthly
list must be posted
by the last day of the
succeeding
month.
Thus on Thursday
31st January 2019,
the Electoral Office
released the Annual
Register of Voters,
the Monthly List
for January and the
Revised Monthly List
for December 2018.
These lists must be
and were posted at two
public and conspicuous places within
each polling division
of each constituency.
Copies of these said
lists were also collected at the Electoral
Offices in Basseterre
and in Charlestown
and signed for by the
assigned representatives of each political party. We have
proof of the posting and proof of the
collection.
These lists are intended to inform the
general public of the
registration activities
of the Offices, and to
invite the public comments via Claims and
or Objections.
In St Kitts, by nightfall of January 31st,
and in the clement weather, many
of these lists had
been removed from
the places where

they were mounted.
Somebody or somebodies had removed
the lists from a majority of the 100 sites
(50 polling divisions,
and 2 lists each). It
must have taken an
army to remove that
many lists in such a
short time, considering that it was about
300 that were posted
(50 X 2 X 3). Shortly
thereafter there were
statements in the
press by politicians,
falsely claiming that
no revised lists were
released, and promising retribution for
misfeasance and malfeasance in public
office.
We will admit that
some of the posting
places could be better – they are utility
posts. But that is not
unusual; lamp posts
are standard advertising sites in this country. You should see
them during an election campaign!
We, the Registration
Officers say thanks,
once again to those
proprietors who allow us to post these

lists on their premises. We welcome
and thank Damien
Weekes of Haynes
Smith Village of St
Christopher 3 (2) and
we are using the lamp
post in St Christopher
4 (2) until the police
station, now under
reconstruction, becomes
operational
again.

two months or to
both such fine and
imprisonment.

We have not authorized anybody to remove, deface, destroy
or mutilate these lists.
We may have to successfully prosecute
someone in order for
this behaviour to stop.
We may be able to
do so soon when the
Let me quote from cameras become fully
the
legislation, operational.
Section 31 of Part IV
Claims & Objections: Finally, we bring to
If any person with- your attention, that
out lawful authority due to problem with
destroys, mutilates, our secure procesdefaces or removes or sor of cards, we have
makes any alteration halted their producin any notice pub- tion until the problem
lished by the Chief is resolved in another
Registration Officer 3 – 4 weeks.
or the Registration
Officer, as the case However, the regmay be, in connection istration of eligible
with registration du- persons will continue
ties or any copies of a apace as the problem
document which have has not affected the
been made available registration process.
for inspection in pursuance of these regu- We thank the public
lations he or she shall for its patience and
be liable, on summary understanding as we
conviction, to a fine continue to strive for
not exceeding five one man, one vote,
hundred dollars or a in the right place and
period of imprison- fairness to all.
ment not exceeding
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Climate change project receives
ecological monitoring equipment

Equipment to monitor meteorological and
air-based data, such as
wind speed, barometric
pressure and ultraviolet
rays; and oceanographic
equipment to measures
seawater salinity and
temperature was provided on Jan. 29 by the
Caribbean Community
Climate Change Centre
(CCCCC) and the
United State Agency
for
International
Development (USAID)
to be installed in St.
Kitts and Nevis under
the Climate Change
Adaptation Programme
(CCAP).
Two pieces of equipment handed over
are the Coral Reef
Early Warning System
(CREWS), and Hydro
Metrological
Station
(HMS) in Ottley’s
Village.
The goal of the use of
this equipment is to reduce risks to human and
natural assets resulting
from climate vulnerability. The equipment
is designed to provide a

coordinated response to
the impacts of climate
change and will greatly
enhance the performance of the national
data network.
Conservation Officer,
Cheryl Jeffers, said information provided by
this equipment is critical to drive decisions
within various organizations. The information received from both
pieces of equipment
will assist the government and the private
sector.
“This is the first time
that we are in a position
to collect maritime information outside of the
usual parameters such
as wind, rainfall and
atmospheric pressure,”
said Jeffers.
Minister of Agriculture
and Environment, the
Honourable
Eugene
Hamilton, said the government is pleased to
have USAID support to
fund the equipment.
“It is my pleasure to

deliver brief remarks
on this auspicious occasion as we engage
in the official handing
over ceremony of some
very important pieces
of equipment,” said
Hamilton. “As the minister with responsibility
for environment and
climate change initiatives, I take pleasure
in welcoming each and
every one of you to this
event and on behalf of
the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis I wish
at the outset to express the government’s
profound gratitude to
USAID and I thank
them for funding this
initiative.”
Hamilton said the financial
contribution
is welcomed by the
Government and people
of St. Kitts and Nevis as
it helps in achieving the
country’s sustainable
development goals.
“Over the years, devastation has been caused
to key sectors of tourism, agriculture and
to water systems and

Conservation personnel board a vessel to take them offshore to monitor the Coral
Reef Early Warning System (CREWS).

Hon Eugene Hamilton, Minister of Agriculture and Environment, said the government
is pleased to have USAID support to fund equipment to enhance the Coral Reef Early
Warning System.

other infrastructure. As
a response to current
and projected impacts
in St. Kitts and Nevis,
the government supports and welcomes initiatives that minimize
risks.
“St. Kitts and Nevis
recognizes that if for

climate change impacts to be sustainably
addressed within the
region, access to reliable data and incorporating such data in
the
decision-making
process at all levels,
will result in better outcomes,” said Hamilton.
“We welcome the steps

taken by the CCCCC
and USAID. My government will continue
to undertake various
adaptation and mitigation actions to ensure
that St. Kitts and Nevis
builds its resilience to
reduce the impacts of
climate change.”

The Coral Reef Early Warning System (CREWS) station constantly monitors water
and air information to determine changes
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Prominent African Survivalists in
St. Kitts and Nevis highlighted

Prominent African survivors should be treasured for their efforts
during the foundation
of St. Kitts and Nevis
said Governor General,
His Excellency Sir S.W.
Tapley Seaton during
his featured address to
highlight the opening
of History and Heritage
Month on Jan. 31 at
Matterson House.
Sir Tapley identified the
Brimstone Hill Fortress
National Park as the most
well-known survival site
and said it was built by
enslaved Africans whose
survival over those years
should be treasured.
“It is perhaps only fitting that the Brimstone
Hill National Park,
which is now a United
Nations
Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural
Organization
World

that of the masquerade,
which was accompanied
by the ‘Big Drum.’
“This rhythmic resonance fills everyone with
a full sense of wanting
to participate,” said S.
Throughout my years at
my home, my family and
I look forward to hearing
the big drum and seeing
the accompanying masquerade,” said Sir Tapley.

Brimstone Hill National Park in St. Kitts is the most well-known survival site and said it
was built by enslaved Africans whose survival over those years should be treasured,
according to Governor General H.E. Sir S.W. Tapley Seaton, GCMG, CVO, QC, JP.

Heritage Site of universal importance,” said Sir
Tapley. “We can reflect
upon the call of our forefathers to lend their ingenuity and skill to this
magnificent fortress now

hailed as the Gibraltar of
the West Indies.”
Sir Tapley noted that
February affords the opportunity to display history, heritage knowledge,

understanding and appreciation, for local history.
“History and culture go
together to foster strong
appreciation among our
nationals.” He said that
another survival was

He said that aspects of
the local dialect also
reflect “some smattering of African speech,”
and noted, “our research
would remind us of the
rich tapestry of literature also concerning our
African heritage.”
Sir
Tapley.reflected
on his childhood and
said at the age of ten
he found out his father
was a member of the
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National
Association
for the Advancement
of Coloured People
(NAACP). He marvelled
at the “tremendous work
of the NAACP, which
was at the forefront of
Civil Rights in the United
States.”
“We have been able,
through our research,
to look at so many descendants of citizens
of St. Kitts and Nevis
whose parents travelled
to advance themselves
in the United States of
America and their and
their offspring combined,
contributed
significantly to the evolution
of the USA,” he said.
Sir Tapley concluded
his address imploring
everyone to continue a
“life of learning because
it exposes us to so many
other new aspects” of
life.
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CEMSS--ATrack and Field Dynasty

By Loshaun Dixon

With 25 titles in 42 years
of the TDC Inter-School
Championship the Charles
E Mill Secondary School
(CEMSS) formerly the
Sandy Point High School is
one of the federation’s top
sporting dynasties and one
that does not look like ending any time soon.

them support.”
Pyke said many of the student athletes were also
aware of the school’s heritage and success in sports.

“Some come that way because they come with the
enthusiasm that they want
to win inter-school and other you have to ensure that
they understand and recognise what the school has
Year after year in March achieved and that we want
proud school alum and fans to continue and eventually it
don their red and black and would become part of them
head to the Kim Collins and you could see it in the
Athletic Stadium to cheer way they work in training.”
on the young athletes as
they represent the CEMSS Pyke said they were able
Eagles and bring home suc- to bring back former athletes and some fans who
cess year after year.
would have spoken to the
The athletes not only domi- athletes and have resulted in
nate on the track but also a change in atmosphere in
dominates in field events training sessions.
and play a big role in national junior track and field “I have seen a change in
teams for regional and inter- their attitude and mindset
and a change in their apnational events.
proach to training and comIn an interview with The peting at inter-school.”
Observer, Head Coach of the
CEMSS Eagles Llewelyn Pyke is a 20-year-veteran
Pyke. who had been at the of the sport and credited the
school since 2003, said that feeder primary schools for
reasons for the success is CEMSS. He said the feeder
down to the given talent of schools are where athletes
the athletes, hard work as are first identifies and develwell as working with good oped, helping their success
later on.
coaches.
“Most of the athletes who
attend the school, they are
a part of two clubs from the
Sandy Point area, Etonics
Track Club and Outer Limits
Track Club. There are about
six to seven coaches between those two clubs who
work with them presently,”
Pyke said.
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CEMSS Celebrating 2018 TDC inter-school title

CEMSS athlete from 2018 TDC Inter-school

“As long as the feeder
schools keep producing the
athletes that we get then it
will be a while before we
start losing this supposedly
invincible team.”

CEMSS have already tasted
success in 2019 winning
and dominating the Giant
Malt Relay Championships,
Pyke, who is a level two something Pyke said motitrack and field coach, noted vated them further.
that the support structure
that is in place for the ath- “Some persons see it now
letes also plays a critical and they understand why
they have to train and they
role in their successes.
see it and want to be part
“The school’s success is of the inter school team so
not because of my level of I have a lot more coming
coaching, but the support out to training than I had
structure that our athletes previously.”
have. The group of coaches
I spoke about earlier, their He was also bullish that
friends offer support, if one the team can once again
athlete in particular is late emerge successful at this
for training or don’t want year’s TDC Inter-School
to train, their friends would Championships.
remind them that they have
training as well as the fans “I honestly feel that we are
we got who would offer going to win it but I know

CEMSS athlete from 2018 TDC Inter-school

the other schools would not
just lie down and give it to
us. We still have to work for
it.”

Ground where the public
will get a glimpse of the athletes before the TDC Inter
School Championships on
March 29 to 31.

that are currently taking
place.

“Pre-sports has been going
well thus far sometimes it
seems kind of rushed but I
CEMSS sports day will be
staged on February 22 at Pyke also commented on see the effort that a lot of the
the Sandy Point Recreation the the pre-sports and heats athletes give.”
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Taiwan sends in technical expert
to design Pinneys’ Park

park. In an exclusive
interview with The
Observer, Bass said
she never agreed to
fund the park and
Brantley assured her
that he would secure
the funding elsewhere. She said she
was ready to help but
not willing to fully
fund the park as it
was a public project.

By Monique Washington

The proposed Pinneys’
Park appears to be
moving forward with
Premier of Nevis ,
Hon Mark Brantley
announcing that the
project will be funded
by Taiwan with a technical expert designing
the park already on
island.
“Currently I am advised that that design
will be completed
march and we should
have ground breaking by June on that
long awaited project,”
and I understand that.”
Brantley said.
“I am very pleased,”
Brantley said. “It has
been a pet project of
mine for a long time
and I have taken some
stick over it as well

a pool, parking lot,
jogging path, cocoThe 14-acre proposed nut grove and a pier
park was first an- among other things.
nounced to the gen- Initially, work on the
eral public in 2014. park was supposed
The initial plans for to have been begun
the public park saw by the end of 2016.

However, this did not to develop the park
had “disappeared”.
happen.
During a court case,
testified
that
Brantley and his he
project were put he had approached
under the spotlight businessperson and
when he announced philanthropist Anne
in 2016 that the funds Bass to finance the

During the 2018 Nevis
Island Administration
Budget address, $1.6
million had been allotted for the park,
which they hope to
receive as a grant.
Permanent Secretary
of Finance Colin Dore
told The Observer that
the NIA hopes to raise
this money through
the
International
Development
Agency.
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10 schools to participate in Nisbet
Plantation Primary Schools Tourism Quiz
By Monique Washington

Academy, St. James’,
St. Thomas’ and the
Violet O. JeffersNicholls school. Two
students will represent each school and
be questioned on three
categories: Cultural
Heritage, Geography/
Environment
and
Caribbean Tourism.

All
ten
primary
schools on Nevis
are set to compete
in the 2019 Nisbet
Plantation Primary
Schools
Tourism
Quiz. Nine schools
will seek to best last
year’s champions the
Montessori Academy Platinum Sponsor for
the event is Nisbet
.
Plantation
Beach
The quiz is sched- Club. Other sponuled to be held on sors include Bananas
Mems
Wednesday at 10am at Bistro,
,Nevis
the Nevis Performing Pizzeria
Arts Centre. The Spring Water and
ten schools compet- Tropical Blossom.
ing are Montessori
A c a d e m y , “The annual tourism
C h a r l e s t o w n , quiz is one of the staElizabeth Pemberton, ple activities of the
Ivor
Walters, Ministry of Tourism
Joycelyn
Liburd, that reinforces our
Maude
Crosse tourism education in
Preparatory,
Nevis schools programme,”

said
Permanent
Secretary in Tourism
John Hanley. “In preparing for the quiz
students acquire extensive
knowledge
about our local tourism product and general information on
Caribbean Tourism”.
He noted that the student will also gain
valuable information
on the local history,
Caribbean geography
and the importance of
natural environment.
“The topics covered
help students to understand the important role tourism
plays in the economy,” he said.
He said that prior to
the competition, students are taught the

importance of sustainable tourism and
the role each person
can play in tourism
development
such
as helping to keep
the island clean and
beautiful,
preserving and showcasing
our local history and

culture, purposing to
have crime-free communities, and demonstrating national
pride.

students usually perform to a very high
standard,” he said

Hanley encouraged
the public to attend
“The quiz is usually the activity.
very
informative,
enjoyable and keenly contested as the
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UWI staff interest
in helping with
Universal Health
Care Plan

Charmaine Metivier (left) & Permanent Secretary Alistair Edwards, University of West Indies
Health Economics Unit, Centre for Health Economics teammates on the Health Care project

Interest in continuing to
work with the St. Kitts
and Nevis Government
in the shaping the implementation of the country’s Universal Health
Care Coverage has
been voiced by officials
from the University of
the West Indies Health
Economics Unit, Centre
for Health Economics.
Members from the institution have officially
completed their contractual obligations, having

participated in related
activities during the design phase. However,
Economist Charmaine
Metivier at the St.
Augustine Campus said
the team welcomes the
opportunity for continued engagement.
“We are here with you,
not just at the design
phase but we want to see
it through to the end,”
said Metivier. “Feel free
to call upon us when you
need that advice, when

you need that support.
Even if you need us to
come back, we will make
that effort and we will
come and support you
along the way because
we are here down to the
end.”
Alistair
Edwards,
Permanent Secretary responsible for Universal
Health Care, praised the
UWI team for its hard
work over the past year
and the commitment to
further the cooperation.
He noted that the plan to
establish an efficient and
effective national health
care programme is a government priority.
“You are well aware of
the amount of work that
has to be put into something like this and it
cannot be a fast forward
approach,”
Edwards
said. “Yes we need it.
We have seen many examples. We’ve heard the
minister [Hon. Eugene
Hamilton] himself quote
many examples of people who simply cannot
afford health care and
we don’t think that death
is an option for those
persons and that in itself
is a platform on which
this programme is built.”
Having fulfilled their
contractual mandate, the
UWI team is scheduled
to leave the Federation
next week.
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NIA forced to source nurses
from outside the federation

start by April. They
are from St. Vincent
and the Grenadines
Due to a chronic short- and the Philippines,
age of local nurses two of whom are male.
at
the Alexandra
Hospital in Nevis, the Brantley noted that
Ministry of Health has while the nursing probeen forced to source fession that has been
predominantly
feregional nurses.
male, it is changing as
The Premier of Nevis more and more males
Hon Mark Brantley are becoming nurses.
made the announcement that a total of six “I am saying that
regional nurses are be- males as well can enter the profession. So
ing hired.
young people look“There is a chronic ing for a career; we
shortage of nurses,” are encouraging you
to consider nursing.
said Brantley.
Both male and female
Brantley said three youngsters to look at
new nurses started at nursing as a possibilthe Alexandra hospi- ity,” he urged.
tal this year including one male, all from Brantley said Junior
St. Vincent and the Minister of Health
Grenadines. Another Hon Hazel Brandythree are expected to Williams raised the

LOCAL NEWS

By Monique Washington

urgency of having ( Br a ndy- Willia ms )
proper nurse staff at has argued long and
hard about the staffthe hospital.
ing needs and we are
“Junior
Minister responding slowly but

surely,” he said. “It
is my hope that we
can get our staffing
up to the full compliment that we need to

ensure that we continue to supply the
quality health care at
the hospital,” Brantley
said.
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Accident victim
remembered
as kind-hearted
individual

The body of 44-year-old Stuart James David is covered in a white sheet at the scene
of his accident. Members of his church have described him as kind-hearted

By Monique Washington

and killed.

The Observer arrived
on the scene shortly
after and noted Dr.
Candy Jacobs checked
the body and pronounced him dead.
A growing crowd
gathered at scene.
The body was later
removed by Elliott’s
David has been the Funeral Home.
first victim of vehicular homicide in the The Observer spoke
Federation in 2019. with a friend of
On Tuesday (Feb. David, who attends
5) at about 2 p.m., the Jehovah’s Witness
David was riding Church where he and
his motor bike along his mother worship.
the island main road They noted that David
from Gingerland to was very quiet and
Charlestown. A pick helpful.
truck, which has now
been revealed by police “He was the kind of
was driven by Orvile person who would do
Bartlett of Cole Hill anything for you. As
Gingerland, was driv- long as he could, he
ing from Charlestown would,” they said.
to Gingerland. Both
vehicles collided at David was also an acChicken Stone. David, tive livestock farmer.
who was wearing a
helmet at the time was Last year 20-yearthrown from his bike old Tau Johnson was
Vehicular
homicide
victim,
44-year-old
Stuart James David
of Zion has been described by his church
members as kind
hearted and always
willing to help.

involved in a similar
incident in St. Kitts.
Johnson who was on
a motor bike was allegedly chased by police along Wellington
Road in the vicinity of
the Old Public Works
Department.
After
Johnson did not stop,
the chase continued
and the officers continued to pursue him.
While driving along
Wellington
Road,
Johnson attempted to
maneuver between vehicles, lost control of
the motorcycle and fell.
He was transported to
the J.N.F. Hospital via
Emergency Medical
Services, where he
was later pronounced
dead.
Both matters are still
being investigated. On
Tuesday one person in
relation to David’s incident has been taken
in Police custody assisting with investigations into the incident
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Four-phase ‘Montevideo Mechanism’
suggested to resolve Venezuela crisis

The goal of the international conference taking place yesterday in
Montevideo, Uruguay,
is for participating
countries to resolve
the dire situation in
Venezuela,
according to Chairman of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), Dr. the
Honourable
Timothy
Harris,
the
Prime
Minister of St. Kitts and
Nevis.
Out of both concern
over the escalating situation and recognition
that the Venezuelan
parties have to come to
the negotiating table,
CARICOM,
Mexico
and Uruguay will formally propose and discuss at the conference
the establishment of
a four-phased process
called the Montevideo
Mechanism.
“The
governments
of
Mexico,
Uruguay
and
the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), in response to the call of
the Secretary General
of the United Nations,
Antonio Guterres, agree
that the most appropriate way to address the
complex situation that
prevails in Venezuela
is through dialogue for
a negotiation, from a
position of respect for
International Law and
Human Rights,” said a
pre-conference statement. “The historical
stance of our countries
is and will always be
to privilege diplomacy
over other alternatives,
as it is the only way to
achieve sustainable, legitimate and effective
peace and stability.”
The commission indicated the Montevideo
Mechanism, is based
on its legitimate interest and willingness to
assist the Venezuelan
people and the actors
involved find a solution to their differences.
This initiative is offered

CARICOM, Mexico and Uruguay delegates met yesterday in Montevideo, Uruguay to formally propose and discuss at the conference the establishment of a four-phased process called the Montevideo Mechanism.

to the Venezuelan actors as peaceful and
democratic alternative
that privileges dialogue
and peace, with the aim
to create all necessary
conditions for an inclusive,
comprehensive
and lasting solution.
“This Mechanism, evidence of an active, proactive and conciliatory
diplomacy to bring the
disputing parties closer
together, avoid conflict
and violence,” the statement continued. “It is
guided by the principles
of
non-intervention,
legal equality of the
States, peaceful solution of the controversies, respect for human
rights and self-determination. “Based on the

experience of the signatory countries in processes of mediation and
peaceful conflict resolution, we propose to
establish a four-phased
process, which will develop during a reasonable period, previously
agreed by the parties:
D i a l o g u e
Phase: Creating conditions for direct contacts
among the actors involved, in an environment of security.
N e g o t i a t i o n
Phase: Strategic presentation of the results
of the previous phase to
the counterparts, seeking to find common
ground and areas of opportunity to allow the

relaxation of positions
and identify potential
agreements.
Commitments
Phase:
Construction
and subscription of
agreements based on
the results of the negotiation phase, with
the characteristics and
timeframe, previously
agreed upon.
Implementation
Phase: Materialization
of the commitments assumed in the previous
phase, with the international accompaniment.
“The subscribers of this
statement agree that the
complexity of the circumstances should not
be a reason to dismiss

the diplomatic channels for dispute settlement, and reiterate our
decision to help restore
the tranquility of the
Venezuelan
people,
through dialogue and
peace, reducing tensions between political
forces and avoid the
threat or use of force,”
the statement said.
“Likewise, our governments reiterate their
concern about the serious humanitarian situation and respectfully
exhort all parties to
guarantee the validity
of the Human Rights
and the freedoms established in the UN
Charter,
subscribed
by Venezuela. “This
Mechanism is our

proposal to guarantee
a peaceful and democratic solution that
prevents an escalation
of violence,” the statement concluded. “In
the event that the parties decide to communicate, we would invite
Mrs. Rebeca Grynspan,
former Vice-President
of Costa Rica and current
Ibero-American
Secretary
General,
Enrique Iglesias and
Bernardo Sepúlveda,
ex Foreign Ministers of
Uruguay and Mexico,
and a high representative of CARICOM,
personalities of recognized international
experience and moral
quality, to accompany
this Mechanism.”
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CBI programme emphasizes best
practices, due diligence

The
Citizenship
by
Investment (CBI) Programme
of St. Kitts and Nevis is being
hailed by industry leaders as “an
example of a reliable and firstclass programme,” based on
best practices and strict due
diligence procedures being
employed by the Citizenship
by Investment Unit (CIU).
Reforms introduced under
the Team Unity Government
have reinforced the strength
and stability of the country’s
programme – the longest running CBI programme in the
world.
These reforms include the
introduction of a 24/7 case
management system that allows for round-the-clock,
real-time monitoring of the
status of CBI applications, the
employment of additional due
diligence providers with specialist knowledge of particular countries and regions and

increased partnerships with
friendly governments. Heyrick
Bond Gunning, CEO of
S-RM, a global due diligence
firm, was quoted in an article
posted on “PRNEWSWIRE.
COM” saying such exhaustive
due diligence procedures conducted by countries like St.
Kitts and Nevis, “should be a
staple of all CBI programmes
that aspire for success and
durability.”
The article went on to say
that, “St. Kitts and Nevis’
Programme, with its strong
and robust due diligence
programme, best practices,
and Platinum level standard,
stands apart.”
In the global CBI Index 2018,
published by the Financial
Times’ Professional Wealth
Management Magazine, the
St. Kitts and Nevis’ CBI programme achieved a perfect
score for due diligence.

St. Kitts and Nevis passports.
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Legislation to
regulate unmanned
aircraft

A drone in use. Regulations and prohibitions are being considered according to Senior
Civil Aviation Oﬃcer, Royston Griﬃn

Legislation will soon be
put in place to regulate
the operation of unmanned aircraft, which
can pose risks to privacy, safety and security,
according to Senior
Civil Aviation Officer,
Royston Griffin.
“It is now common
to see drones buzzing
across the Federation’s
skies freely taking pictures and videos,” said
Griffin. “Several meetings have already been
held with the different
stakeholders including
the Police and Customs,
to put draft legislation together to ensure
that they are keeping
the guidelines from
the International Civil
Aviation Organization
(ICAO) about how to
handle drones.
“We recognized, after
we have done a risk
assessment some time
ago, drones are very
serious
instruments.
Anyone who has a
drone, will soon have
to register it,” said

Griffin. “After registering those drones, there
are certain guidelines
that they have to comply with in terms of
operation, whether it’s
commercial or private
use.”
The senior civil aviation officer stated there
will be areas where
flying drones will be
prohibited.
“There will also be
a policy that states
when a person orders
a drone, he or she cannot clear the drone
from Customs unless
it is registered,” said
Griffin. “There will be
an account and tracking
of persons who own a
drone.
“The owner would
have to communicate
with the Control Tower,
said Griffin, adding that
there will also be drone
insurance as the out of
control equipment can
damage property.
He said people will be

required to have training in how to operate
drones.
“A drone cannot operate without being in line
of sight because a drone
is not just a toy, it could
be a weapon at the same
time,” explained Griffin.
“There have been reports
of drones invading peoples’ privacy.
“There have been cases
reported of people laying by their pools and
a drone has flown over
taking pictures. That is
why we have restrictions
about drone use.
“When operators ask to
use drones in St. Kitts if it
isn’t in collaboration with
the Tourism Department
or a local person doing
business it is of concern,”
said Griffin. “I don’t
know what you are going to do with the image.
You could sell it or use
it for an activity that can
hurt the state. We have
to be very careful about
authorizing people to fly
drones.”
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22 internal risk
analysts ISO
31000 certified

Twenty-two specialists pose with their ISO 31000 certiﬁcates

Twenty-two civil servants who successfully in passing ISO 31000 certification exams are now Certified
Internal Controls Risk Analysts
(CICRA) as they received their credentials on Feb. 1, during an awards
ceremony held at the National ICT
Centre in St. Kitts.
In July 2018, participants completed ISO 31000 Enterprise Risk
Management (ERM) training, a programme implemented by Certified
Information Security of Florida,
United States. The training and workshop session provided a thorough
overview on ISO 31000, as well as
setting out advice on the implementation of an ERM initiative.
The Ministry of Justice, Legal
Affairs and Communications, in the
Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis
(GOSKN) in collaboration with
Certified Information Security, hosted the seminar. It was geared towards
establishing the scope of GOSKN
risk management programme; determining roles and responsibilities
to manage operational risk throughout ministries/departments/agencies
(MDA); and establishing the context
for risk acceptance, risk evaluation
and business impact.
Attorney General and Minister with
responsibility for Justice, Legal
Affairs and Communications, Hon.
Vincent Byron explained it is important to have people trained and
certified to protect the government’s

information.
“We set out to ensure that as we build
out the connectivity for various ministries and government departments
that there was going to be qualified
personnel,” said Byron. “They must
be able to police, protect and to understand the needs of our very important data, equipment and other forms
of technology used in the government
services.”
Byron said the journey to get persons certified began approximately
three years ago. At that time, the
Department of Technology embarked
on an initiative to improve the government’s information security agenda.
Minister Byron congratulated the
awardees and described their achievement as a “significant milestone in
their professional development” in
obtaining ISO 31000 Certification.
Certificates of achievement were also
distributed to 15 public servants who
attended the January 30-31 Certified
ISO 27001 Lead Implementer and
Internal Controls Architect Training
and Certification workshop. The
training prepared participants to be
eligible for ISO 27001 professional
certification. They can effectively
manage the threats and risks to government information by establishing
Information Security Management
Systems (ISMS) based on international standards.

Page:32

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday February 08th, 2019

ADVERTISEMENT
LOCAL NEWS

Printed and Published by The St. Kitts-Nevis Printing and Publishing Association, 1 Observer Plaza, #1 Observer Drive, Hamilton Estate, Nevis, Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis. Tel: 1(869)469-5907, Fax: 1(869)469-5891

CMYK

