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Workshops emphasize Caribbean
environment, trade policies
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Harris promises
‘quiet diplomacy’
with Venezuela

Participants prepare for their first day of workshops

The
World
Trade
Organization (WTO) in
collaboration with the
Ministry of International
Trade in St. Kitts just
opened a Jan. 14 to 16,
three-day workshop on
Trade and Environment
for
the
Caribbean
Region
under
the
theme “Making Trade
Work for Environment,
Prosperity
and
Resilience” to discuss
the connection between
environment and trade
policies for Caribbean
countries. Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry

of International Trade,
Jasmine Weekes, said
that the workshop aims
to assist participants
in enhancing their understanding of relevant
issues considering the
intersection
between
trade and environment,
and designing trade and
environmental
policies that are mutually
supportive.
“It is hoped that participants attain a better
understanding of how
trade can be used as a
tool to support effective

environmental action
such as climate change,
mitigation and adaptation,” Weekes said. “A
tertiary look at the today’s programme suggests that you have a
very intense agenda.
There is little doubt
that at the end of this
workshop you will all
walk away even more
enlightened and the objectives of this very important workshop will
be realized.
“I wish to express how
delighted we are to host

this workshop and to
register our gratitude to
the WTO secretariat for
this initiative. Indeed,
it is a great way to start
the year with these important capacity building programmes aimed
at increasing the knowledge base and skillset of
our small island member states with limited
human and financial
capacities.”
Workshop facilitator,
Daniel Ramos, said that
he was excited to be
in the Federation and

looked forward to a productive three days.
Minister of International
Trade, the Honourable
Lindsay Grant, welcomed the WTO facilitators, participants and
guests to the workshop.
He thanked the WTO
for engaging the region
on “such a very timely
and important subject
and for choosing St.
Kitts and Nevis as host
for such important training exercise.
“Such capacity building

initiatives go well in
developing our region’s
expertise in trade and
related matters,” Grant
said.
“We are indeed very
grateful. I wish to thank
the participants and facilitators for encouraging this debate among
the organizations and
institutions in the context of ensuring that
sustainable
development goals remain critical and ever present in
the policies of member
states.”

Outside Venezuela’s Supreme Court (left to right) are His Excellency Ambassador
Michael Powell, Special Envoy in the Office of the Prime Minister; His Excellency Ambassador Sydney Osborne, St. Kitts and Nevis’ OECS Commissioner and Ambassador
to CARICOM; Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris,
and the Honourable Ian Patches Liburd, Minister of Public Infrastructure, Posts, Urban
Development and Transport

By Kenichi Serino

The Federation of St.
Kitts and Nevis remain
a friend to Venezuela
despite
international
criticism of the Latin
American nation and
will pursue “quiet diplomacy,” Prime Minister
Dr. Hon. Timothy Harris
said during a press briefing on Thursday.
“It is not in the interest of any small island
state especially us in
the Caribbean to openly
court war and disagreement with any party,”
Dr. Harris said.
Venezuela’s
incumbent president Nicolas
Maduro was re-elected
last year in an election
that the United States
and several other Latin
American nations called
illegitimate. Last week,

Human Rights Watch
issued a report claiming
that “Venezuelan intelligence and security
forces have detained
and tortured military
personnel accused of
plotting against the
government.”
Dr. Harris and several
other government officials attended Maduro’s
inauguration
last
week. Dr. Harris said
that the relationship
of the Federation and
Venezuela goes back
decades and will continue to be preserved
although St. Kitts and
Nevis has raised issues
of concern privately.
“We continue to pursue
quiet diplomacy and our
position is well known
and well respected by
our friends and allies.
Well determined in
our national interest,”

Dr. Harris said. “The
relationship is strong,’
said Dr. Harris. “Do we
agree with every action
in Venezuela? No. No.
No, we don’t. Do we let
Venezuela know about
those areas about which
we have concern? We
do so very regularly.”
“Do we engage in
public warfare and
scrabble? No no no
no. Because it is not
in our national interest
to do so. We have said
that we are for democracy. We have said that
we are willing to help
with any issues in any
member state within
Latin America and the
Caribbean.”
Dr. Harris said the
Federation’s relationship would be guided
by “cherished principles” of democracy and
non-interference.
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EDITORIAL

The cart, the
horse and Brexit
Great Britain is back in the spotlight even as the window closes for its exit
from the European Union. The post Brexit Chequers plan that was developed under Prime Minister Theresa May was defeated in Parliament by a
432: 202 margin. In other words, less than a third of the parliamentarians
favoured the plan (including 120 on the government side). The news item
described it as the worst defeat ever for a government in Britain. It was
history.
For those who are familiar with Nevis’ secession bid from the Federation,
Brexit was an interesting affair that put the cart in-front of the horse, and
then asked the horse to trot backwards. The people voted and then trusted
the politicians to work out details afterwards. In other words, there was
no plan for the success of the vote.
In all of this, the government is adamantly resisting the growing sentiment
for a second referendum now that the way is supposedly clearer. “You
can’t poll people until you get the results you want”, posited one of those
politicians in favour of separation. In his mind, the people have spoken
once and for all.
The United Kingdom comprises four parts – England, Scotland, Ireland
and Wales. All 4 were not united in their desire to leave. England and
Wales voted in favour of leaving and Scotland and Ireland voted to remain. Put another way, the nation was split 50:50 or a no-decision. Now,
a major sticking point has emerged, the border between the UK (Northern
Ireland) and the Republic of Ireland. Should the border be hard or soft?
Seems like Northern Ireland should have had a weighted say in the matter.
Brexit raises another concern: should matters of state that are so momentous be decided by a near miss resolution of 50% + 1; or should it be
decided by a larger majority like the 67% of our secession requirement.
Should there also be a minimum voter participation rate of say a 70%
in order for the vote to be binding? That way, the decision becomes an
absolute decision rather than the bare minimum that Brexit was. It must
be noted here that the UK electorate was energized over the referendum:
72% of them participated in the vote.
Prime Minister May is now faced with a herculean, nearly impossible
task. Deliver the people’s decision without a parliamentary fiat. The
Opposition is correct: Prime Minister May needs a new mandate.
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PM Harris hails security agencies
following a quiet three months
that the presence of the
RSS provides the opportunity for enhanced
learning for the police
force and for building
their capability to work
in operations across law
enforcement agencies.

appreciative of the work
of our law enforcement
officers,” said Dr. Harris.
“I encourage our security officers to exhibit
utmost professionalism
when serving and protecting our people.”

By Loshaun Dixon

last quarter of 2018.

Federation.

The Prime Minister of
St. Kitts and Nevis has
praised the St. Kitts
and Nevis security
forces and the Regional
Security System (RSS)
for bringing peace to St.
Kitts and Nevis in the

Prime Minister the Hon
Dr. Timothy Harris noted that the peace-loving
people of St. Kitts and
Nevis have commended
the government on its
bold move late last year
to invite the RSS to assist bring order to the

“My government believes in law and order
and every effort will
be made to ensure the
safety and security of
Kittitians and Nevisians
and all who reside in and
visit our country. The “Our citizens, residents Dr. Harris applauded
Prime minister noted and visitors are deeply the security agencies for
the relative peace in the
Federation that has seen
no homicides during
three months.
“I wish to place on
record my appreciation and gratitude to
the member states of
the RSS for their contribution through the
enhanced peace and security which we have experienced since October
2018. “I commend the
Acting Commissioner
of Police Hilroy Brandy
and the high command
and all others on a job
well done so far.”
Dr. Harris noted that
more training would be
available to officers.
“We will put another
batch of police officers
into training soon, thereby strengthening our
own domestic capacity
to respond to and preempt the recurrence of
criminal activity in our
country. Since assuming
office our administration
has successfully conducted three recruitment
training courses from
which 98 police recruits
have graduated.”
Dr. Harris indicated his
administration
inherited a situation in 2015
in which there were a
significant number of
police officers that had
not yet been exposed to
formal training.
“We are correcting this
unfortunate
situation
and thereby consecrating the future,” the prime
minister explained. “We
expect to start training
additional recruits early
in 2019. This will be
course number 43 and
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36 police recruits are expected to be prepared to
serve as police officers.
With the completion of
this upcoming course
all police officers will be
exposed to formal training as recruits and graduated from their course.”
Dr. Harris also disclosed
that 155 police officers
received training in
2018 among established
officers. “We are not
talking about the recruits
course. A significant
number of the establishment received training
43 of them went overseas to attend courses
in a range of disciplines
and 112 received training here in St Kitts and
Nevis.”
He also hailed Acting
Commissioner of Police
Hilroy Brandy
“Mr. Brandy is a senior police officer and
performed credibly for
three months-plus as
Acting Commissioner
of Police. I expect even
better
performance
moving forward. During
2019 a greater effort will
be made by the police
to consolidate the gains,
particularly those experienced during the last
three months of 2018.”
The prime minister also
disclosed there will be a
reorganisation of AntiGang and Anti-drug
units.
“More operations will
be targeted at the recovery of illegal firearms,”
Dr. Harris said. “Our air
and seaport operations
will pay greater attention
to detection and confiscation of illegal contraband including the guns
and ammunition.
“Our community policing efforts and social intervention programmes
will be expanded. We
will continue to prioritise vulnerable communities and seek to protect
our precious children.”
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iPad stolen, Beeman
offers a ‘sweet reward’

By Monique Washington

“The iPad has a lot
of photographs of
mine on it,” explained
Henderson.
“Over
Christmas and New
Year’s and the holiday season, I couldn’t
talk with my family or
friends. I had my iPad
set up so I could talk to
them. Without it I lost
communications. It is
“Beeman” lost more tough.”
than his phone, on it
were lost hundreds of Henderson is originally
irreplaceable photos of from England and said
his family and friends Nevis is now his home.
and not having his
iPad means he lost a “I am a Nevisian and
major part of his life, I am happy living here
cherished photos and but that doesn’t take
the ability to talk to his from the fact I have
a lot of family living
loved-ones.
elsewhere in the world
“I had my iPad all and I like taking to
set up to talk to my them,” he said. He has
family and friends in lived in Nevis since the
England,” explained late 1980’s.
Beeman. “I am not sure
traveled
which is worse, losing Henderson
irreplaceable photos, thousands of miles to
not being able to talk to make Nevis his home.
my family and friends
or losing my personal “I came here as a qualified bee-keeper. I got
information.”
into bee-keeping beHenderson has been cause in England my
unable to call his fam- father and my uncle
ily or friends since were commercial apDecember. He was ples and pear growers,”
away from home for explained Henderson.
four hours and upon “Apples and pears need
returning noticed one honey bees to pollenate
of his upstairs windows them to get a better
was smashed and lying crop . My father and
uncle ran the business
on the ground.
for more than 50 years
After he went in- and then my cousin
side, Henderson said took over.”
everything
looked
untouched, until he no- His family rented beeticed his iPad and char- hives to pollenate their
apples and pears.
ger were missing.
A “sweet reward” of
a one-year supply of
Nevis natural honey
and $200 cash is being offered by Quentin
“Beeman” Henderson
for the “no-questionsasked” return of his
iPad, which was stolen from his home in
December 2018.

“That caught my interest,” he said. “I was a
young boy growing up
on my dad’s farm in
Kent with my brothers
and sisters. Later on, I
went to Canada where
I studied bee keeping. I
later worked for a proHenderson said that he fessional beekeeper in
was heartbroken over Scotland.”
the holiday season
when he was unable to He joined the Voluntary
“I came back downstairs and found the
garden gate partially
opened with the charger
lying on the ground,”
Beeman said. “I went
and made a report at the
police station.”

New BHS inches closer
reports.

By Loshaun Dixon

The present government, while in
Opposition, promised
it would move the
BHS staff and students
from the school’s old
Victoria Road site and
build a modern school
on a new site.

The end of January will
see the new Basseterre
High School step
closer to fruition as
the drawings and
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) are
submitted to the Public
Works Department.

speak with his family
and friends in England.

In 2015, when they got
to office the school was
moved to a temporary
location in Taylor’s
while they looked for a
new site to build a new
school.

Prime minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis the
Hon. Dr. Timothy
Harris at his recent
monthly press conference gave an update
on the modern school
they are planning to
construct.

Quentin “Beeman” Henderson is offering a reward of a
one-year supply of Nevis natural honey and $200 cash
for the return of his iPad

box, but I believe that
because of certain
sprays they would just
fly away. There has
been a change in the
“I came to Nevis and sprays people are using
was a beekeeper with here.”
the Department of
Agriculture’s beekeep- He said the Ministry of
er project. It was a very Agriculture has been
working on ways to
successful project.”
mitigate farmers’ use
Since then, Henderson and the importation
became a St. Kitts and of harmful pesticides
Nevis citizen and owns in an effect to protect
the property he lives on bees.
in Hull “I think I speak
theft
of
on behalf of anybody The
iPad
who had an experience, Henderson’s
it is an invasion of my only added to his concerns. Previously he
privacy.”
could talk to his famGround
Gingerland. ily and friends and find
Although retired he consolation.
still farms bees in his
back yard. The bees “I think I speak on behowever have been half of anybody who
going through a rough had an experience, it
is an invasion of my
patch.
privacy.”
“Bees have been going through a very dif- He hoped his iPad
ficult time in the West would be returned and
Indies, not just Nevis,” although he has lost
Henderson explained. hope of that possibil“Sprays
(pesticides) ity. Henderson decided
have been used that perhaps by running
have a bad effect on the a classified ad in The
Observer offering a
bees.
sweet reward and cash,
“Previously, wild bees that his iPad might be
could be caught and returned.
placed into a beehive
Services
Overseas
(VSO) and in 1988 was
offered a positon as a
beekeeper in Nevis.

“We are further advanced to deliver the
magnificent
edifice
planned to house the
Basseterre
High
School. The drawings
are being reviewed
by a technical committee chaired by Dr.
Haley Sahely prior
to submission by the
Development Control
and Planning Board.”
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various processes that
the Basseterre High
School project has to
go through,” Richards
said. “We are at this
particular point in time
relative to the MOU.
That MOU states that
by the end of January
Minister of Education the EIA, drawing, etc.
the
Hon.
Shawn are to be submitted
Richards
explained to the Public Works
however, there is Department and to
When questioned on a Memorandum of the other relevant
when
construction Understanding (MOU) authorities.”
will start Dr. Harris in place that will see
stated it is all still the all the processes Richards said after the
a work in progress. submitted to the gov- MOU expires it will
“The Basseterre High ernment. “There are pave the way to start
School, as one may
have deduced, is an
ongoing work in progress and we are advancing closer to that.
From idea to drawing
we had site selection
so everyone knows.”

construction.
“We are now halfway
through January, in
the next 15 days that
process comes to an
end. After that process
ends, the drawings go
to tender and then the
actual construction of
the Basseterre high
School will begin.
Basseterre
High
School has been at the
centre of a saga since
2013 when teachers
and students began to
complain about getting

An East Basseterre
site was selected as a
location for the new
school, but it received
sick because of its fierce opposition from
the SKNLP, which is
facilities.
against building on
However, the Labour the Basseterre Aquifer.
Party, which held of- In the meantime, the
fice at that time, was Labour Party claims
adamant that noth- the aquifer will not be
ing was wrong with affected by the school’s
the school. The party construction.
brought in various professional specialists to The Opposition St.
Kitts-Nevis
Labour
test the school.
Party (SKNLP) has
The
test
reports, committed to moving
however divided the the Basseterre High
government and the School back to its old
Opposition
parties, site while building a
who had different in- new school facility in
terpretations of the the area.

Federation preparing for CARICOM
Inter-Sessional Meeting

The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) planning committee is preparing to host the
30th Inter-Sessional Heads
of Government meeting on
Feb. 26 and 27 at the St. Kitts
Marriott Resort and Royal
Beach Casino.
Approximately 140 participants are expected to attend
the high-level conference
deliberations
comprising
heads of government of all
CARICOM member states,
associate members and their
delegations.
Ms. Kaye Bass, Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs chairs
the planning committee

comprised
of
officials
from the the ministries of
Foreign Affairs, Tourism,
Culture
and
Health;
Government
Information
Service; Security personnel;
Immigration; Customs and
Excise Department; the St.
Christopher Air and Sea Ports
Authority the Information
and
Communication
Technology Department; and
Public Works and Transport
Services.
Also in attendance will
be heads of the Caribbean
Development
Bank,
Caribbean
Development
Fund, Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank, Organization
of Eastern Caribbean States

Commission,
and
the
University of the West Indies.
CARICOM officials were
briefed about the conference
in
December,
2018. In attendance were
CARICOM
Secretary
General, Ambassador Irwin
LaRocque; Chef de Cabinet
in the Office of the Secretary
General, Mrs. Charmaine
Atkinson-Jordan;
Prime
Minister of St. Kitts and
Nevis, Dr. the Honourable
Timothy Harris; Premier of
Nevis and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, the Honourable Mark
Brantley.
At the briefing, Ambassador
LaRocque
told
Prime

Minister Harris (who assumed the chairmanship
of CARICOM from Jan. 1
to June 30, 2019) that “the
chairman’s function as head
of CARICOM is significant
since you act on behalf of the
heads in between sessions.
You will see me a lot more
often in the next six to seven
months.”
The CARICOM Secretariat
has formally convened the
Inter-Sessional
Meeting
(December 21, 2018), in
keeping with Rule 5 of
the Rules of Procedure for
Meetings of the Conference
of Heads of Government.
CARICOM has 15 Member

States, Antigua and Barbuda,
the Bahamas, Barbados,
Belize, Dominica, Grenada,
Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica,
Montserrat, St. Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines,
Suriname and Trinidad and
Tobago. There are five associate members, Anguilla,
Bermuda, British Virgin
Islands, Cayman Islands and
Turks and Caicos Islands.
The 29th Inter-Sessional
Meeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of the
CARICOM was held in Portau- Prince, Haiti.
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Hurricane Relief Fund
Working for you…

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 18th, 2019

LOCAL NEWS

CIU does not support underpricing: Khan
price undercutting there
is the possibility that the
deal could be a commercial arrangement
between the developer
and the agents and the
particular applicant.

By Loshaun Dixon

The Citizenship By
Investment Unit (CIU)
does not support underpricing and only
processes applications
that meet the face
value of the respective
option, CEO Les Khan
said at a press briefing
on Wednesday.

“The government ensures that we get the
amount that is intended
for us through the purchasing sale agreement
and subsequently the
escrow agreements.”

Khan, however, admitted that there have been
cases where agents have
been under pricing.

RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

“There have been media
reports about a couple of
Citizenship By Investment Unit CEO Les Khan said the body does not support undercases that certain agents
pricing of applications at a press briefing on Wednesday.
have been underpricing.
We have had three cases
of individuals who may hurricane relief fund $150,000, $200,000 or $400,000 the applicahave paid less than what and the sustainable the $400,000 amounts,” tion is for that amount
and we get a purchasing
Khan said.
we believe the price to growth fund.
sale agreement for both
be,” Khan said.
support
that and the unit processes
“In both cases the CIU “We
applica- through the sustainable these applications based
He noted however that processes
the CIU only processes tions will only take growth fund we get on that information that
applications which pay applications for the 150,000 in our account. comes through.”
the full amount as ad- face amount of those With the real estate opvertised for both the amounts. Either the tion of $200,000 and Khan said when there is

Thousands of families served…

CMYK
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that are indicated on
the purchase and sales
agreement were not
authorised.”
Harris stated that Khan
and the CIU has been
practising what the law
says he ought to do and
any agent underpricing
will be blacklisted.

“In relation to private
party transactions that
At the press briefing, is a matter in which he
Prime Minister of St. is not a party to and is
Kitts and Nevis Hon. not privy to and when
Dr. Timothy Harris re- evidence surfaces he
iterated Khans’ stance, will do as he has done
noting no cases have in the past, the necescome to the CIU match- sary investigations to
determine if there is any
ing the price.
truth and the appropri“The CIU processes ap- ate action would be
plications which on the taken.”
face of the documentary
evidence submitted to it “Where such cases
had only the authorised have been brought, the
amounts. There have CIU has already d-listbeen not one case that ed a number of agents
has come to him and his from participating in
unit that the amounts our programme.”
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From the Supervisor of Elections:
Issue 78 - Obligations and deadlines

Our busiest period starts with this
imperative: The Chief Registration
Officer shall cause to be prepared
and shall publish not later than the
thirty-first day of January in every
year a register of voters for each
constituency. Here’s what else we
have to do and be cognisant of.
All claims for registration made
by a person whose name does not
appear in the register and all objections to the registration of persons
whose names appear in the registers
of voters, as the case may be, shall
be determined in accordance with
the regulations by the appropriate
registration officer acting with respect to the constituency to which
the register relates.
The Registration Officer shall, after
entering the name of a person as a
voter in the Register of Voters, affix on two conspicuous buildings
in the respective polling division,
a certified copy of the Register of
Voters for that polling division.
The Register of Voters shall remain
posted for a period of ten days including Sundays.
Any person who claims to be entitled to be registered as a voter and
is entered in any incorrect manner
or with incorrect particulars in the
Register of Voters may claim to be
registered correctly by sending to
the Registration Officer not later
than ten days after the posting of
the Register of Voters a claim in the
form set out in the Schedule
Any person whose name appears
on the Register of Voters for a constituency may object to the registration of any person whose name is
included in the [register] by sending
to the Registration Officer notice of
objection in the form set out in the
Schedule
Any person whose name appears on
the Register of Voters for a constituency may object to the registration of
any person whose name is included
in the list of claimants by notice of
objection to the Registration Officer
in the form set out in the Schedule.
The objection to any name included
in the Register of Voters shall be
sent not later than ten days after the
posting of such Register of Voters.
The Registration Officer shall, immediately after receiving any notice
of objection, send by registered post
or in writing of which there is evidence that it has been received by
the addressee, a notice in the form
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set out in the Schedule to the person in respect of whose registration
the notice of objection is given and
a notice in the form set out in the
Schedule to these Regulations to
the person making the objection.
It shall be the duty of the
Registration Officer to cause to be
posted not later than fifteen days
after the posting up of the Register
of Voters in the polling division in
the form set out in the Schedule a
list of persons for the polling division who claim their names should
be inserted in the Register of Voters
or that correction should be made to
the Register of Voters and such list
shall remain posted up for a period
Officer may, before considering the
of five days.
objection, carry out an investigation
It shall be the duty of the Registration and visit the address in question for
Officer not later than fifteen days af- the purpose of ascertaining whether
ter the posting up of the Register of the person resides there.
Voters to cause to be affixed on each
of two conspicuous buildings in the The Registration Officer shall at the
polling division in the constituency in end of the period for the making of
the form as set out in the Schedule, a objections to claims send to each
list of names of persons for the poll- claimant in respect of whose claim
ing division to whose registration no notice of objection has been givnotice of objection has been given en, notice in the form set out in the
and such list shall remain posted for Schedule.
a period of five days.
The Registration Officer shall on the
It shall be the duty of the Registration application of any person allow that
Officer, not later than ten days after person to inspect and take extracts
the posting up of the list of claim- from the list of voters for any polling
ants, to cause to be affixed on each division, any constituency and any
of two conspicuous buildings in the claim or notice of objection made unpolling division in the form set out der these Regulations.
in the Schedule, a list of names of
persons for the polling division to Any person who has made a claim in
whose claims notice of objection has the prescribed form for inclusion in or
been given and such list shall remain correction to the Register of Voters, or
whose claim has been objected to and
posted up for a period of five days.
any person who objects to the incluThe Registration Officer shall consid- sion of any name or claim of any perer all claims and objections of which son shall appear in person before the
notice has been given to him or her Registration Officer to show cause
in accordance with these Regulations why the claimant’s name or the name
and for that purpose shall give at least of the person whose inclusion has
five days notice in writing, of which been objected to should be included
there is evidence that it has been re- therein or deleted therefrom.
ceived by the addressee, or notice by
registered post, to the claimants or The Registration Officer shall disobjectors and the persons in respect allow the claim of any person to be
of whose registration or claims notice included in the Register of Voters or
of objection has been given of the the inclusion of any person in the list
time and place at which the claims or whose inclusion has been objected to,
objections will be considered by him if the person so claiming or objected
to has not personally appeared before
or her.
the Registration Officer for the conAgents of political parties or candi- sideration of the claim or objection.
dates shall be entitled to be present
at any consideration of claims or Where the Registration Officer is satisfied from the evidence available to
objections.
him or her that any person is entitled
Where the registration of any person to remain registered, even if the perhas been objected to on the basis of son objected to or making the claim
his or her address, the Registration does not appear at the hearing, the

Registration Officer may determine
the matter accordingly.
Agents of political parties or candidates or a representative of any person required to attend any hearing
shall be entitled to attend any hearing
and to make representation thereto.
In any case where a claimant or a
person the inclusion of which name
in the Register of Voters has been objected to is unable by reason of physical incapacity to appear in person at
any place fixed by the Registration
Officer for the purpose of hearing
such claims and objections, and
such person notifies the Registration
Officer of such incapacity before the
date fixed for hearing the same, the
Registration Officer may attend at the
place within the constituency fixed
by the Chief Registration Officer, for
the purpose of hearing the claim or
objection and notice shall be given
in writing by the Registration Officer
to any objector requesting his or her
presence at the hearing.
The Registration Officer may, on the
consideration of any claim or other
matter, and shall, on the consideration of any objection, require that the
evidence tendered by any person be
given on oath and shall administer an
oath for the purpose.
Any person who in the course of compiling any Register of Voters makes
before a Registration Officer any
statement upon oath or any solemn
affirmation which he or she knows
to be false or does not believe to be
true, commits an offence and upon
summary conviction shall be liable to
a fine not exceeding thirty thousand
dollars or to imprisonment with hard
labour for a term not exceeding years.
Our ultimate goal is one person, one
vote and fairness to all.

Page:12

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 18th, 2019

Looking back, Richards, Mills
pleased with Sugar Mas 47

but I think we kicked
off beautifully on Nov.
23. We released our
Looking back at the calendar in October
recent Sugar Mas cel- and I would say we
ebration in St. Kitts delivered all but one
and Nevis, Minister activity.
of Culture the Hon
Shawn Richards and Mills noted the only
National
Carnival activity not delivered
Chairman Noah Mills was the Barbecue
were both pleased with Competition because
the outcome of Sugar not enough participants registered.
Mas 47.
By Loshaun Dixon

“As we conduct individual and team postmortems we see there
was supposed to be
a barbeque competition,” Mills said. “This
Mills hailed Sugar Mas would have been after
47 an over-all success. much feedback from
the individual opera“Like any festival, like tors, but in the end we
any implementation of were not able to get sufany activity, there will ficient barbecue operabe hurdles,” Mills said. tors registered so that
Some are planned and
some are unforeseen,
The event opened Nov.
23 and ran until Jan.
2 when the curtains
came down on the Las
Lap Jam in Basseterre.

Taiwan ICDF
Scholarship
applications
available

LOCAL NEWS

finalists were females. participating they ofIf you glanced at the fered something difMills
highlighted results, the four top ferent and I thoroughly
some of the successes places we all occupied enjoyed that.”
by females. I think
of Sugar Mas 47.
applauded
it was a phenomenal Richards
“Anytime you have year for females and the promoters of private events.
participants showcas- calypso.”
ing their talents on
a national platform Richards said that the “I want to say thank
which is broadcast all Carnival Committee you to everyone who
over the world I think and the Ministry of organised the private
that is a success in Culture were able to events. They were well
and of itself,” Mills balance all activities, organized and added a
said. “The perfor- including new ones, different blend to the
mance by the females while remaining true Carnival.”
in the Senior Calypso to the traditions of the
Richards also indiMonarch and their in- culture and folklore.
cated there was an increased participation
in calypso in general “I must commend crease in the Carnival
the security forces,” budget for Sugar Mas
was a highlight.
Richards said. “They 47 and 48.
“This year we saw did an excellent job
female
registrations in maintaining peace “There was a change
jump
significantly. on J’ouvert morning for the 2018-2019
This year the number and working with the Carnival previously the
of female calypso- Carnival Committee.” government budgeted
$800,000. The budnians was overwhelming, there was a need Richards also gave his get was increased to
for eliminations. We highlights of the Sugar $1.2M for 2018-2019
and the same figure
went on to see Queen Mas 47 celebrations.
goes for 2019-2020.
Independent capture
the crown. She was “I would have attended
also the defending se- just about all of the “One must note there
nior crown so that was different activities for are revenues from
a significant milestone. Carnival,” Richards ticket sales and sponsaid. “Each activity sorship but in the end
“To take that further, had its own highlights. we still had a shortfall.
when we held the I would have liked the That means we will
elimination we had a steel band competition have to go back to
female winner. When and folklore competi- the Cabinet to ask for
we had the semi-finals tion. Those activities additional money to
we had a female win- had a significant num- cover the outstanding
of young Observer.
persons expenses.”
ner. Six out of the eight
The St.ber
Kitts-Nevis
Friday December 22, 2017
Sugar Mas 47.”

had to be postponed.”
Mills also praised private event organisers
for adding a different
blend to the carnival
festivities.
“We saw private events
and fringe events come
back,” Mills said.
“These created quite a
bit of flavour and dynamism for Sugar Mas
47. I am talking about
Bacchanal Fever Flag
and Wet Fete; Glow
Parade; Cooler Fete:
Inception; and Jurade
at the end of this
month. All of these
add a different dimension and target a different demographic. I
think it is a nice blend
of traditional and new
emerging as contemporary activities we
call fetes.”
Mills praised the
National
Carnival
Committee members
who are all volunteers.
“Their volunteerism
has already started. We
are now recruiting participants and planning
the awards ceremony.
It is a yearlong volunteer programme. I am
thankful for everyone
whoLOCAL
contributed
NEWS to
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Universal Health Care proposal moves
forward as consultants arrive

Kenichi Serino

A proposal to implement a Universal Health
Care (UHC) programme
on St. Kitts has moved
forward yesterday week
with the arrival of a team
of actuarial consultants
in the Federation.
The two-person team
led by Derek Osborne
of Morneau Shepell in
the Bahamas will meet
with officials from the
Finance and Health
Ministries as well as the
Social Security Board.
In a statement, Universal

Health Care Secretariat
coordinator
Clifford
Griffin said that Mornea
Shepell is “an established firm with international experience in
actuarial
consultancy
undertakings.”
Last month, a series of
town hall events presenting the proposals for
UHC to the public came
to a close. At the time,
UHC commission chair
Azilla Clarke said the
next step would be the
hiring of consultants who
would be funded by the
Pan-American Health
Organization. These actuarial consultants will

look over the proposal,
estimate costs and recommend possible premium rates.
With this advice, the
UHC commission will
then create a White
Paper, which will be the
formal policy proposal
that will be submitted to
the cabinet and public
for consideration.
Officials expect the entire process to be over in
the first three months of
this year.
According
to
the
policy proposals for
UHC, a national health

insurance system is
need due to the “ongoing concerns and challenges related to the
burden of diseases, the
demand for, delivery
and financing of an efficient health care services with the need to ‘be
more sustainable’; ‘provide barrier-free access’
and ‘improve financial
protection.’
The challenges in the
current system include
“gaps” in health care
which leave people
without private insurance making high outof-pocket
payments
as well as gaps in the

availability of health
care. There is also a
challenge in gathering information in the
current system which
would need to change to
make the system more
“evidence-driven”.
The policy proposal
sets out some prerequisites which include, a
“fresh state” with UHC,
creating a network of
overseas providers, creating a social security
system which covers
both employees and the
self-employed and protecting people from the
financial risks of health

care.
According to the paper, a UHC programme
would offer affordability, “essential medicines
and technologies” and
access to trained health
professionals.
However, the policy
paper warns that UHC
would not offer free
coverage for all possible health interventions,
regardless of the cost,
“as no country can provide all services free of
charge on a sustainable
basis.”

Federation’s Fire, Rescue
Services being modernized
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

ForREAL
Rent ESTATE

Two Bedroom
Apartment House
For Rent
Contact: 664-5232
after 6pm weekdays
and anytime weekend

REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Diva Hair Salon,
Beauty Supply &
Accessories Bar
Drakes Place. Sir
Walter Francis
Drive Purcell Estate.
Tortola. British Virgin
Islands. VG1110
(284)
495-DIVA/3482
www.facebook.
com/divahairbvi

WANTED

Basseterre Fire Station second-story renovation

Cashier Needed
Cook Needed
Applications are now available for students and At Tasty Jamaican
At Jamakie's Restuarant
prospective students who want to study in the
Telephone: 660-9257
Republic of China (Taiwan). The scholarship ap- Telephone# 660-6196
plications are offered through the 2019 Taiwan
International Cooperation and Development Fund
(ICDF).

VACANCY Comforto Airco
A-1 Farms is seeking to employ an Square
experienced
Duty Free
looking
for experience Accountant
Farmer/Maintenance workerContact:
with 5 years
farm-1869-763-9721
Bunty
Fire 3 Chief
to drive
and operate a
years in Everette
business plus
software
ing experience. Duties include and not
limited
Store
Manager
O’Garro said
the send
St. email:
fire appliance. She is
please
to general farming duties, (Liquor
repair Knowledge,
and maintemanage inventory, sales, etc.)Kitts and
Nevis Fire the first graduate from
comfortairco@yahoo.com
and Rescue Services an ongoing initiative to
nance of farming equipment, construction and
(SKNFRS) is pursu- train female fire truck
maintenance of green house and delivery of
ing reforms to meet the drivers. Additionally,
farm produce. Must be able to work on weekincreasing demands of several staff members
ends. Salary is commensurate with experience.
a progressive St. Kitts participated in a onePlease contact 662-4989 for more information
and Nevis fuelled by day awareness session
an expanding public that taught them safety
infrastructure, tourism operations at airports to
Arabic
Restaurantmeet
located
in
Vida Liquor & Tobacco
industry,
and population
standards
set by
Vacancy
with
Vacancy
International
Civil
Contact: Prem:1869-760-5355 size. Buckleys looking for 2theChefs
Aviation
Organization
experience
in
doing
Meditaranean
House Hold Help
Store Manager
Smart1-869-662-5550
Electronics is seeking a cashier and a sales
This week, it Please
was anand other agencies.
Needed MustContact
Speak Number:
call:765-2946
(Liquor
Knowledge,
manage inventory, sales, etc.)nouncedFood.
that Fire Officer
associate. with minimum 5 years experience.
Spanish (Fluent)
Louise Clarke became Chief O’Garro noted
Contact: 662-7201
the first female licensed that a refurbishment
Call 1 869 760-6710.

Two
Cashier Needed
Vacancy
Teddies Bar
CONSTRUCTION
The ICDF Scholarship application process is OPEN VMAt
Needs
Labourer
from January 1 to March 15, 2019.
Telephone#
Contact: 667-5915 660-6196
More information and details about the program
are available on the ICDF website, which lists the
programmes available and the universities where
they are offered.

Cashier
Vacancy

ode=30317&mp=2#Opportunity#Seizeit#SKNinT
W#APPLY#Studyabroad

Personal Assistant
Contact: 665-9167

Needed
CENTRE
At Royal Palms
MARINETIME
Telephone# 660-6196
http://www.icdf.org.tw/ct.asp?xItem=12506&CtN Needs a Manager &

Flamingo Construction

Services is seeking one Carpenter with

Cleaner Wanted
Full Time
Tel: 869-662-5550

AA Tech Services
One Office Worker
Telephone: 668-4367

PLACE HOLDER FOR YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADVERT

Waitress Needed
NEEDED

Kitchen Helper

Joiner Needed

Needed Two Labours, Two Cleaners

At Angles Wood Work Shop Slims Construction & Electrical Plumbing

project at the Basseterre
Fire Station is also a
part of the improvement
programme.
“We have replaced
the roof, which was
originally board and
galvanize, to a much
stronger and more
modern roof. [It] is a
concrete roof that is
much more resistant
and resilient to storms,”
O’Grady said.
A 2,000-gallon water storage unit is also

The roof at the Basseterre Fire Station roof had major renovations

being added to the roof
to provide an additional
supply of water in the
event of any extended
dry spells. Inside of
the fire station, tiles are
being replaced, new
lockers constructed and
bathrooms upgraded.
“It’s all in the interest
of making the organization more modern
and making the working environment much
more conducive,” Chief
O’Garro said. He credited the government

for its commitment to
support
Emergency
Services
men
and
women in St. Kitts and
Nevis, include, fire, police, and EMT.
“We have received new
[fire] equipment. If you
go to any fire station in
St. Kitts you will see
brand new fire equipment,” O’Garro said.
The equipment stationed at Tabernacle is
on loan from another
station. However, funds

were allocated in the
2019 Budget to purchase a new fire truck.
Training opportunities
will also increase this
year in several related
areas.
“The support that we
have received from
the government has
been tremendous with
regards to helping us
modernize ... and being
a much more productive
and effective organization,” O’Garro said.
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First female fire officer licensed
to drive a fire truck

Fire Officer Louise Clarke
made history by becoming the first female in the
St. Kitts and Nevis Fire and
Rescue Services (SKNFRS)
to be licensed to drive a fire
truck, otherwise known as a
fire appliance.

[during driving lessons]
where I wondered what she
would do and when she just
did it, I was like wow.”
The symbolism of this landmark achievement is not
lost on Fire Chief Everette
O’Garro.

The mother of two, from the
community of Christ Church,
joined the agency in February
2002. She said that when she
became qualified to drive a
fire truck in December 2018
it was a dream come true.
“I always said that I would
like to drive the fire engine,
to handle it like a man,” Ms.
Clarke said.
Her goal was in keeping
with the vision of Fire Chief
Everette O’Garro, who frequently issues the challenge
to female fire officers.
“[One] day the Chief came;
we had a lecture and he said,

Fire Officer Louise Clarke driving a fire truck

‘we would like to see some
of the fire officers, the ladies,
handling the fire truck also’
and I said okay someone is
in our corner,” Ms. Clarke
said, adding that workmates
were also very supportive.
Clarke was trained by Fire

Sub Station Officer Rommel
Williams and Fire Officer
Linnel Richardson. Due to
the demands of the job, it
proved challenging to have a
regular schedule for driving
classes but FSSO Williams
said Fire Officer Clarke was

a natural.
“From the first day she basically handled this appliance like she was driving a
long time ago,” Williamson
said. “I was particularly impressed. There were cases

“We have set up a programme and so we have had
four to five of our female
fire officers who have been
in that programme with
regard to upgrading their
licenses to become potential truck drivers,” O’Garro
said. “Ms. Clarke is basically the first and we say a
big congratulation to her.”
O’Garro added that as a
modern organization, the
SKNFRS will continue to
offer personal and professional development opportunities for all members of
staff.
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Ramada hotel to open in September

By Kenichi Serino

The new Ramada at
Wyndham hotel in
Whitegate near St.
Paul’s will open by
the end of September
this year, Caribbean
Galaxy Real Estate
CEO Ying Jin said during a walkthrough of
the facility still under
construction.
She added that when
completed, the hotel will employ “300
locals”.
“We love your island,
we love your people,”
said Ying. “This is an
ideal place to be.”
The project, which has
been in development
since 2014, has been
the subject of negative
reports about its completion date. However,
in an interview with
The Observer
Ying said they were focused on the success of
the project and ignoring their detractors.
“Our company only
focuses on our own
performance,
what
we should do, our
achievements and our
target. We don’t go
with the negative media. Because our objective when we first
came here was to build
a very beautiful hotel
and attract more highend travelers,” said
Ying.
“With the support of
the government and
the capability of our
company we think it
will speak for itself.”
Ying led tour of the
construction site for
a delegation of officials from St. Kitts and
Nevis including Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris,
Attorney
General Vincent Bryan,
Minister of State for
Health Wendy Phipps
and several others.
Included in the visit
was a mock-up of a

compact, yet well-apportioned room. Ying
said that the westfacing balcony would
give future residents a
view of “beautiful sunsets” which she sometimes came to the site
to enjoy.
While the living room
and bedroom were
beautifully furnished
and tasteful artwork
adorned the walls, the
mock-up appeared incomplete with some
bathroom fixtures, including a sink, missing.
Ying told The Observer
that the room was still
being completed.
“All the items are on
the way and soon we
will complete every
detail in the room.
Ying said that the hotel facility to be completed in September
only
represented
“Phase 1” of her plans
for developments in
Whitegate with a second, larger “Phase 2”
launched around the
grand opening of the
first phase this year.
“We’ve already committed to the second
phase,” said Ying.
Dr. Harris lauded the
project during closing remarks and said
that while there had
been criticism about
the number of foreign
workers hired for the
hotel’s construction,
he and Ying already
discussed hiring more
local builders.
“Some have criticized...they have said
that we should have a
lot more local people
here. Well we have
been having conversations with Miss Yin,
who is a citizen, and
she understands that,”
Dr. Harris said.
Ying said that construction of the second
phase will hire more
locals for the building
work. Galaxy agreed
to send The Observer
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information about the
current number of
workers at the Phase
1 site, including information about how
many were locals or
foreign workers but
had not done so as
of our deadline on
Thursday.
Ying said there was
not a “major difference of local and foreign workers” and
Galaxy was using “a
mix.”
During closing remarks for the event,
Harris
and
Dr.
Richards both commented on the location of the Ramada at
Wyndham in a rural
area that usually does
not see a lot of tourist
activity compared to
the rest of the island.

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris and Attorney General Vincent
Bryan listen while on a tour hosted by Caribbean Galaxy Real Estate

“This project has the
potential to say the
rural area is as good
as any area on the island,” said Richards.
Ying told The Observer
that Galaxy chose the
location for its privacy
and believed that more
tourist infrastructure
would come after
the development was
built.
“In terms of privacy
and intimacy we believe this location will
be the best. We believe
and feel confident that
the tourist development of St. Kitts and
Nevis will get better
and better,” Ying said.

Minister of State for Health Wendy Phipps inspects the stone work in the bathroom of
a mock-up room at the Ramada at Wyndham site.

W h i t e g a t e
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation’s
Ellis
Hazel said the Ramada
at Wyndham was one
of the largest construction projects on
St. Kitts and when
Phase 2 was underway, it could be one of
the largest projects in
the Eastern Caribbean,
changing the landscape of Whitegate.
“Essentially Galaxy
will be creating a new
town in the Whitegate
area,” Hazel said.

Foreign and local staff work at the construction site for the Ramada at Wyndham hotel
on Thursday
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Make the Smart Switch

THE GREAT

VALENTINE'S

Sale
UP TO 20% OFF
All
Printing Services
until
FEB 14, 2019

How much can you save? Bring us your
existing mortgage or credit card to find out!*

Switch to us for competitive mortgage
interest rates and:
We’ll pay your mortgage switching costs*
Up to 35 years to repay*
No commitment fee
A pre-approved credit card with 5,000 bonus
reward points
The Interest Free** EasyCover Revolving Loan
to pay your insurance and land tax in up to
11 monthly payments (where available).

Call 1-866-743-2257 to speak to a Sales Specialist
and find out how smart your switch could be.
*CIBC FirstCaribbean terms and conditions apply.
**The interest free EasyCover Revolving Loan offer is available to clients
using the CIBC FirstCaribbean home and auto insurance plan only.
Promotion runs 13 January to 30 April 2019.
The CIBC logo and “Banking that fits your life.®” are registered
trademarks of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, used by
FirstCaribbean International Bank under license.

CMYK

Switch to us for a more competitive
credit card and:
You’ll pay 0% interest on the balance
transferred for the first 6 months*.
Receive 5,000 bonus reward points with
your new card! Now that’s better!

Nevis Printing Limited
Observer Plaza, #1 Observer Drive
Hamilton Estate, Nevis
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis

Banking that fits your life.®

Tel: 1- 869-469-5907

Fax: 1-869-469-5891 • Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

CMYK
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Domino League players, fans attend
annual awards ceremony

Domino Awards Ceremony (third from left) Prime Minister Dr. Harris with the 2018
champions from the Parsons Domino Team (second from left) team captain Colonel
Mills; with Glenda Romney holding the trophy

Winning
teams
in
the
23rd
annual
Constituency Number
Seven Dr. the Hon
Timothy Harris Domino
League received accolades and awards
during the Jan. 12
awards ceremony held
at the Edgar Gilbert
Sporting Complex pavilion in Molineux.
The event was chaired
by the Peoples Labour

Party Deputy National
Political Leader Senator
the Hon Akilah ByronNisbett. Domino players
and their fans attended
from Constituencies Six
and Seven.
Saddlers Domino Club
and Parsons Domino
Club from Constituency
Number Six took part
in the 2018 Domino
Competition. Parsons

The Charlestown Gallery
869-662-6778

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.
Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm
Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm

made history, becoming the first team from
outside Constituency
Number Seven to win
the championship.
Other teams taking part
were Lodge, the immediate past champions
who ended up in the
second position; Unity,
Unstoppable, Molineux,
Giants,
Sylvers,
Guinness, Beers, Small
Corner, Christchurch,
and Phillips, all from
Constituency Number
Seven. Tabernacle only
took part in five matches
of the first round, withdrawing due to a lack of
players.
In 1996 when the
Constituency Number
Seven Dr. the Hon
Timothy Harris Domino
League was founded
it had seven teams and
no one imagined how
popular it would become. Initially, its intended purpose was to
unite communities in
Constituency Number
Seven which Dr. Harris
represented
in
the
National Assembly.
Twenty-three years later, the league’s 23rd edition had 14 teams
competing from constituencies Number Seven
and Six. However,
one team dropped out
leaving only 13 teams
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Citing privacy concerns, Harris offers
‘no comment’ on top-cop’s return

Kenichi Serino

the Federation’s top cop
would return to work.

Citing privacy concerns for civil servants,
Prime Minister Dr.
Hon. Timothy Harris
declined to comment
on Police Commission
Ian Queeley’s holiday
leave, including when

“We have to be careful
when we are making the
private lives of people
without their knowledge or consent part of
an unnecessary public
debate. By and large
these are persons who

need to continue a work
relationship with the
government,” said Dr.
Harris during a press
briefing in Government
House in Basseterre.
“I don’t believe it is fair
to him or to any civil
servant that we start on
the path where matters

personal to people become the subject of
discussion.”
went
on
Queeley
holiday leave in early
October of last year
after having accumulated a “substantial”
amount of leave days.
Hilroy Brandy, Deputy

League sponsor Prime Minister Dr the Hon Timothy Harris receives a fruit basket from
Ms Sandra Duggins, league coordinator with Calvin Farrell is in the background.

competing in the gruelling home and away
round robin encounters.
“I feel honoured for
over the last 23 years
we have developed a
solid bond of friendship
and cooperation,” said
Dr. Harris during the
awards ceremony.
One issue that troubled
the league’s founding members, Osmond
Petty, Winston Morris
and Calvin Farrell, was
ill discipline among
young people, including
the development of gang
culture which forced
people to restrict their
movements. That action
eroded the camaraderie
and friendship between

the communities.
“The league was intended in part to be
a social intervention
and an answer to that,”
Dr. Harris explained.
“Twenty-three years later the league has played
its part in getting communities together. It has
encouraged people to
move from one section
of the country, one region of the country, one
village of the country to
another. They now do
so knowing they have
friends and colleagues
and well-wishers there.
“My heart feels blessed
to have been part of this
exercise.”

23 of his 25 years of his
participation in public
service he has supported the domino league.
He said he would always remember fondly
everyone who has participated. They helped
the league grow from
strength to strength. He
pledged to do all he can
to work with the league
to ensure it continues
onward into greater and
more success.
“I wish all of you all the
very best for 2019,” Dr
Harris said during the
awards ceremony. “We
are looking forward
to another interesting
league.”

Prime Minister Harris in

Prime Minister Dr. Hon. Timothy Harris

Commissioner of the
Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force,
has been acting commissioner in his stead.
During the briefing, Dr.
Harris said Queeley had
accumulated “over 200
days” of holiday leave.
Since being on leave,
Queeley’s absence has
been the subject of unsubstantiated rumours,
in particular circulated
on social media.
Dr. Harris said Queeley
contacted
him
via
Whatsapp to distance
himself from the rumours and “indicated he
was not part” of them.

Osmond Petty (second from right, front row) with many some of the other attendees at
the ceremony

“I have deduced from
that the man does not
wish to get involved
in the truss and bustle
of the politicians,” Dr.
Harris said. “I will see
him tomorrow or the
next day and if after
that he wants to say
something to the press
he should.” Dr. Harris

said the rules around
public leave were set
out in the public service
standing orders which
predate his government
and were part of ‘good
governance.’
“There is nothing novel
in government about
people being asked
to take leave. I don’t
understand why it’s a
source of agitation,” Dr.
Harris said.
Dr. Harris said he had
also received advice
regarding commenting
on Queeley’s leave and
was told “these are not
matters that the office
of the prime minister
should not be involved
in.”
Dr. Harris said that in
addition to this week’s
WhatsApp message, he
had been in touch with
Queeley. “Before he
went on his last vacation, we sat and had a
discussion on a range of
issues.”

Page:20

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 18th, 2019

LOCAL NEWS

Former Supervisor of Elections
judicial review booted, set for trial

By Loshaun Dixon

Former Supervisor of
Elections
Wingrove
George will face trial for
misconduct in public office after this week the
court dismissed the case
brought to him by way
of judicial review.
On
Tuesday,
His
Lordship Eddy Ventose
handed down a decision
in a judicial review or
leave for judicial review

deemed him to have to
submit his passport to
the court as well as have
Attorney General the to report on a regular baHon. Vincent Byron sis to the police.
explained
that
in
December 2017, the “Mr. George then
senior magistrate dealt brought a matter before
with information ten- the High Court in the
dered by the Director form of a judicial Review
of Public Prosecution that the senior magis(DPP) about the issu- trate and the Director of
ance of a warrant for the Public Prosecution had
arrest of George. “They erred in their decisions
had given certain institu- and asked the court to
tions relating to bail and quash those decisions by
conditions which also
of the former Supervisor
of Elections.

Byron explained judicial
reviews are normally
held by the court based
on decisions made by
public officers and public bodies.

In the coming weeks and
months, sports facilities
will be refurbished and
enhanced in St. Kitts to
encourage sports-related tourism according to
the Ministry of Sports.
During
2018,
US,
Canadian and UK teams
came to St. Kitts for
football, netball and
cricket competitions. As
a result, sports officials
plan to boost the attractiveness of the island to
teams and athletes looking for a winter training

venue.
“To ensure our readiness to effectively
host local and regional
competitions, our sporting facilities will continue to be upgraded,”
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Sports,
the Honourable Shawn
Richards said. “The
people of Sandy Point,
Cayon,
Conaree,
Tabernacle, St. Peters,
Challengers,
Boyd’s,
and Half Way Tree
can look forward to

upgrades to their existing sporting facilities.”
Upgrades at the island’s premier track
and
field
facility,
Kim Collins Athletic
Stadium, include constructing a building
to host a call room
and additional bathrooms. Enhancements
will be implemented to
the outdoor sport lighting project at the Warner
Park Cricket Stadium,
and lighting will be
added to the Saddler’s

Playing Field.
Richards
said
Department of Sports
2019 priority areas are
to “continue the work
towards the realization
of a National Sports
Policy; seek to integrate
and secure general public safety at facilities;
and develop a community programming model [to] encourage greater
use of community and
sports facilities by a
greater cross-section of
[society].”

Youth group standards,
guidelines developed
of the organization
as well as that of the
government. It facilitates the identification
of strengths and gaps
among youth organizations, which in turn allows targeted resource
allocation to support
and empower groups
to carry out their respective mandates.

Information from the
department indicates
the new guidelines will
bring greater harmony
to the consistency and
quality of programming offered in support
of youth development
across various sectors.

“In this case you would
have to apply for leave,
but in determining the
case Mr. Ventose in an
oral decision was quite
detailed and looked at a
number of precedents in
other jurisdictions and

LED outdoor sport lighting was mounted at the Tabernacle Playing Field in June 2018
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“Youth
Organization
Standards
and
Guidelines,” developed
by the Department of
Youth Empowerment
will deepen its partnership with youth groups
across the Federation.

way of judicial Review”

Sports facility upgrades to
encourage winter training

LOCAL NEWS

Former Supervisor of Elections, Wingrove George

acknowledgement to the
citizens of St. Kitts and
“He determined that Nevis.
of the five grounds to
which Mr. George had He added that in George
tried to challenge the would face trial at a date
role of the DPP and the determined by the court.
Senior Magistrate he
found that none of them “The reports on the conwere able to be accept- duct of that election suded. He dismissed them denly went blank. It was
and in his words it is a a matter of great concern
matter that should not to the general public
have been brought to the and could easily have
court by Mr. George and led to serious unrest in
considered it an abuse of our country and it is this
the process of the court. misconduct of his public
As such, he offered costs office the court will now
that are rarely given in have to make a determijudicial review to the nation on”
government that has to
be paid if agreed within Mr. George was arrested
and charged on Friday,
21 days.”
December 15th, 2017,
Byron said that George with two felony counts
would have had the sus- of misconduct in public
pension of his bail con- office. He was subseditions reinstated and quently granted bail for
would have to resubmit $50,000 – set at $25,000
on each count – with
his passport.
two sureties. His bail
“The same conditions conditions include the
that would have been surrender of all travel
ordered in 2017 would documents.
now be reimposed and
he would have to go in- The charges stem from
front of the magistrates Mr. George’s behaviour
court whenever these surrounding the General
matters are set down to Elections of Monday,
have two criminal indict- February 16, 2015,
ments to be heard and when he unexplainably
determined for his con- halted the voting count
duct during the elections and did not declare the
of 2015 when without results of the election
any reason or any proper until two days after.
was quite expansive.

Only groups registered
with the Department of
Youth Empowerment
will
benefit
from
the initiative. The
capacity
development system will be
carried out in four
phases: Registration;
Development;
Intervention;
and
Assessment
Review
and Recognition

It says the “Youth
Organization:
Standards
and
Guidelines”
system
will help groups assess
their own statutes and
inform the strategic
development agenda

CFBC nursing
students complete
weeklong training
workshop

The Clarence Fitzroy
Bryant College (CFBC)
nursing students benefited from Jan. 8 to 15
Preceptorship Training
Workshop conducted by
the University of the West
Indies School of Nursing
(UWISON).
The
aim
of
the
Preceptorship course is
to prepare clinical preceptors, who are registered nurse clinicians,
with an opportunity to
enhance practice skills in
leadership, communication, teaching, evaluation, mentoring, nursing
law and ethics. Training
course participants gained
new knowledge to promote student nurses’
clinical learning experience as they transition
into their professional

responsibilities.
The course had 49 participants from hospital and
community healthcare
institutions from St. Kitts
and Nevis. The Ministries
of Health on both islands
sponsored some participants, while others attended the workshop for their
own personal and professional development.
The training course
was facilitated by BSN
Programme Coordinator,
Melissa
Walker;
UWISON
Lecturer,
Joyette Aiken; with presentations from two participants, Dr. Rondalyn
D e n n i s - B r a d s h a w,
Dean of Health Science
Division; and Adjunct
Lecturer, Health Science
Division
at
CFBC,

Marshalette
SmithAnthony.
Participants
received certificates at
the end of the training
session.
The
CFBC
Health
Science Division thanked
the UWISON; the St.
Kitts and Nevis Ministry
of Health; CFBC Vice
President, Mrs. Jackie
Williams; the CFBC IT
Department; sponsors;
donors; and course participants for their support
and commitment towards
quality health care in St.
Kitts and Nevis.
The Bachelor of Science
in nursing degree is offered in the CFBC Health
Science Division as a
franchised programme
from the University of the
West Indies since 2014.

Registration involves
assessing group’s functions and classifying

them according to type
of organization, zone
of operation and focus,
and compliance with
established standards.
Development
covers capacity building
training, network development, programme
development, and resource mobilization.
Project implementation and monitoring
falls under the heading of Intervention,
while reporting on
project outcomes and
recognition of participants’ achievements
as well as community
support and participation are included in
Assessment
Review
and Recognition.
The roll out of the
Youth Organization:
Standards
and
Guidelines takes place
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this month. All registered youth groups automatically qualify for
this initiative. Groups
wishing to benefit are
welcome to sign up
before the end of the
month.
Additional
information is available at the
Department of Youth
Empowerment located
on the top floor of The
Cable Building or by
telephone 467-1393.
The new initiative is
in keeping with the
pledge by Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of Youth, the
Honourable
Shawn
Richards, that the department “will help
communities with social intervention programming that involve
and benefit the youth.”
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St. Kitts and Nevis
on TripAdvisor’s
‘21 Best Tropical
Vacations’ list

TripAdvisor has compiled a list of the “21
Best Tropical Vacation
Destinations Around the
World,” and according
to TripAdvisor Content
Marketing
Specialist
Ashlee Centrella, St. Kitts
and Nevis are featured on
that list.
“We will be sharing this
on all our media channels during the upcoming
winter months,” Centrella
explained. “I wanted to
pass this along in hopes
that you will share the
great news and article
with your audience.”
The TripAdvisor article
acclaims, “World’s Best
Tropical Vacations,” and
says, ‘We’re taking you
all around the world with
this one, from Florida
to Malaysia. Read on
for help planning your
tropical escape, whether
you’re after rest and relaxation or action-packed
adventure.”
“Tropical getaways are
what vacation dreams are
made of. Swaying palms,
powder-fine sands, and
clear blue waters—what’s
not to like? Well, stop
dreaming and listen up!
“Tropical” doesn’t have
to mean prohibitively
expensive: booking a
rental home can make that
tropical daydream a reality without blowing your
lodging budget. With
a rental property from
TripAdvisor, you’ll have
the advantage of more
space, added privacy, and
maybe even your own
backyard or beachfront!
Cocktail under a palm
tree, anyone?
“The best tropical vacation destinations stand out
for their natural beauty
and also for the range of
activities to help visitors
make the most of their

getaway. Our round up
includes locations particularly recommended
for activities like deepsea fishing, scuba diving,
rainforest hikes, city tours
and gentle cruises.
“These 21 breathtaking
places are among the best
tropical vacations in the
world. How many have
you visited? Warning:
Your wanderlust wish list
may get a little longer after
reading this round-up…
St. Kitts and Nevis
highlighted
“The double-island nation of St. Kitts and Nevis
offers historic plantation
homes, fantastic views,
fresh seafood dishes, and
welcoming drinking holes
stocked with local rums.
“To get the best out of
your visit, pre-book an island tour of St. Kitts, including a shopping stop
and a visit to Brimstone
Hill fortress. You might
also like a three-hour
scenic railway tour,”
TripAdvisor says.
Links to tourist activities
TripAdvisor features links
on its website to general
information and makes
special mention of tourist
attractions.
“Discover the wealth of
fascinating sights on Saint
Kitts during this 3.5-hour
excursion covering history, shopping and a chance
to explore the island’s
incredible
scenery,”
TripAdvisor says. “Enjoy
some retail therapy during a stop in Basseterre,
the island’s capital city,
and then head to Romney
Manor, the home of the
island’s Caribelle Batik
plantation.
You will also check out

A New Castle man has
been fined $75,000 by
Magistrate
Yasmine
Clarke to be paid in
three months or face
three years in Her
Majesty’s Prison after
he was found guilty for

TripAdvisor highlights
things to see and do
TripAdvisor
recommends an island tour with
Tropical tours and gives it
five stars. The tour takes
three-and-a-half
hours
with a guide and shopping stop. It includes a
scenic coastal drive to
Romney Manor, home of
the Caribelle Batik.
The tour includes a visit
to the beautiful fortress
Brimstone Hill; the remnant of Mt. Liamuiga, - a
3,792-foot (1,156 meter)
extinct volcano; and says
to bring a camera for endless photo opportunities
“Start your day with pickup from your Basseterre
or Frigate Bay hotel,
leaving at either 10am or
1:30pm depending on the
option you’ve selected.
Then proceed through
St. Kitts’ capital city on
your way to the day’s first
stop for shopping. During
your retail visit, take time
to admire the historical
architecture of this fascinating city, known to be
one of the oldest in the
Eastern Caribbean and
home to such landmarks

Charlestown on charges
of possession of cannabis and possession
with intent to supply. Defense attorneys
Chesley Hamilton and
On Tuesday, Shawn Oral Martin represented
Allen of New Castle Allen, who pled not
faced
Magistrate guilty to the charges.
Yasmine Clarke at
Magistrate Court in The Police prosecution,
having in his possessions 23 Kg (50 lbs.)
of compressed weed
worth more than EC
$600,000.

headed by Inspector
Eurita Collins-Percival
brought forward three
witnesses.
Sargent
Cuthbert
England,
Constable
Jovel
Wallace and Constable
Shane James.

See all that the diverse
island of Saint Kitts has
to offer as you take in
some of its best shopping,
historical sites and natural attractions during this
half-day tour. This excursion is a great way to get
a sense for this unique
Caribbean island’s wide
variety of attractions, both
natural and cultural.

TripAdvisor’s website information on St. Kitts and Nevis.

as
Independence
Square and St. George’s
Anglican
Church.
“Depart from Basseterre
as you proceed to the
day’s next visit at the
Caribelle Batik, situated
at Romney Manor. Take
some time to explore this
former sugar plantation at
your leisure, making sure
to stop by what are likely
the most beautiful gardens
in all of the Caribbean.
“Head next to Brimstone
Hill Fortress National
Park, home to some of
the best-preserved fortifications in the Western
Hemisphere.
Wander

this historical site on
your own, learning about
the role of the various
Dutch, French, Spanish,
English,
American,
Carib, Amerindian and
Arawak cultures that have
called this area home.
Please note that admission to the fortress is $8.

centuries of erosion and
admire the towering peak
of Mt. Liamuiga, the
3,792-foot (1,156m) extinct volcano. Then head
back to Basseterre or
Frigate Bay for a drop-off
at your hotel.

“Continue on a scenic
drive along the island’s
scenic
palm-fringed
northeast coast, swinging
past Dieppe Bay where
the Caribbean Sea and
Atlantic Ocean merge
at the Black Rocks.

“Climb all aboard a
luxurious rail car for a
3-hour train ride through
Saint Kitts, offering the
first scenic railway in the
Caribbean. Journey 30
miles (48km) on board
your opulent rail car,

“Check out the sleek
black cliffs formed by

Continued on page 26

Scenic Train ride
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New Castle man caught with over
$600,000 worth of weed, fined $75,000
By Monique Washington

the picturesque Brimstone
Hill fortress and have time
to admire the towering
Mt. Liamuiga, a 3,792foot (1,156m) extinct
volcano. Your St. Kitts
excursion also includes
a guide and round-trip
transport from your hotel.
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All three officers testified that on October 5,
2018, a search warrant
was executed on the
premises and property
of Allen for controlled
drugs, guns and ammunition. The search of the
house was unfruitful.
The officers decided to
search Allen’s pickup.
The pickup was parked
outside the residence.
England searched the
front cab and found
nothing. He proceeded
to the pickup’s bed
where he saw plywood
covering
something.
When he removed it,
the officer found a straw
bag in a tire. He felt it,
noticed something hard
inside and smelled a
strong cannabis odor.
When he asked Allen
what it was he said it
was weed.
Allen was taken into
police custody and subsequently charged.
After the prosecution
rested its case, the defense also rested its
case and presented no
witnesses.
In closing, attorney
Hamilton said that although it was a “serious
charge,” the “test of reasonable doubt was not

possession and convicted and fined Allen on
In closing, the Police the charge of possession
prosecutor noted the law with intent to supply.
states that a person having more than 15 grams In an unrelated case,
of weed is considered Valisha Fraser also
a “drug trafficker” and faced Magistrate Clarke
should be found guilty. charge with possession
of cannabis. Fraser pled
Magistrate
Clarke guilty to the charge.
agreed with the prosecutor and found Allen According to the facts
in the case, Fraser
guilty.
was traveling by ferMagistrate Clarke noted ry from St. Kitts to
that the Appeal court Nevis. Officer Corporal
recently passed strong Jefferson was sitting
laws against anyone behind her. He saw her
found guilty of drug open a red bag that was
trafficking. She said in her hand. After she
there would be a great opened it, he smelled
chance that Allen would a strong scent of canbe sentenced to prison nabis. Fraser opened
as it might be easy for her bag a second time
him to pay the fine and Corporal Jefferson nothe penalty might not be ticed the same scent.
felt.
After the boat docked,
“Your client is a drug Corporal Jefferson identrafficker, the Court tified himself as an ofhas to take that into ficer and told Jefferson
account,” Magistrate he would search her.
Clarke said. “Because The search revealed
of that he might be able two plastic bags of cannabis. She was taken to
to pay that fine.”
the Charlestown Police
The defense attorney Station and charged
told the court Allen is a with possession.
contractor by profession
and has many respon- In court, Fraser asked
sivities. He takes care the magistrate not to be
of his elderly mother harsh with her sentence.
and helps financially to
support his two teenage “I think learned my lesdaughters. The attorney son,” Fraser said.
argued that jail will not
be the right place for Magistrate Clarke conhim but instead Clarke victed and fined Fraser
$3,000 to be paid in
should fine hm.
six months or face six
Magistrate Clarke dis- months in prison.
missed the charge of
satisfied.”
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Politician,
businessman,
Conaree resident:
Ivan Buchanan
passes away at 97

Ivan Buchanan, one of the
Federation’s first speakers
of the National Assembly,
was always trying to
help people. Even in
the weeks leading up
to Tuesday when he
passed away at the age
of 97.

Hon. Ivan C. Buchanan, former speaker of the St. Kitts and Nevis National Assembly
(1921-2019)

Service Medal from Her
Majesty’s Government
in 1945; and Health
and
Community
Service Award from
the Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis in 1983.
He was honoured with
a Commander of the
British Empire in 1992.

Beatrice Buchnan returned from drawing
money from the bank
when her husband asked
her to set some aside
and give it to a woman
who had asked for help.

“Even at his last he was
trying to do something.
He was that way, trying
to help people.”
Buchanan was born in
Sandy Point on January
28, 1921 to Joseph
and Susannah (Fox)
Buchanan. He received
teacher’s training at the
Education Department
in St. Kitts from 19391941 and a diploma in
Public Health from the
School of Public Health
in Jamaica in 1954. He
also received a postgraduate qualification
from the University
of Minnesota in the
United States in 1960.
For 27 years, Buchanan
was a civil servant, first
as a primary school
teacher and later as
Chief Public Health
Inspector (1949-1971).
He also served as a
public health official in
the Turks and Caicos

Record
number of
men turn out
for prostate
screening
By Monique Washington

“He do a lot of good
deeds, right up to before
he died,” says his widow Beatrice Buchanan.

“She was in tears, she
said ‘he’s dying and
he’s thinking of me,”
says Beatrice.

LOCAL NEWS

Hon Ivan C. Buchanan at the beginning of his career

Islands
years.

for

several

Buchanan served with
several
companies,
including as a business manager/consultant for the Trading
and
Development
Corporation
(TDC);
Director
and
Vice
Chairman of the Board
of Directors for the St.
Kitts Nevis Anguilla
National Bank; Director
in the Cable Television
Company; and Director
in National Caribbean
Insurance Company.
Beatrice says that while
working with TDC
Automotive, Buchanan
combined his business
acumen with a desire
to help people by representing people attempting to buy a bus to bank’s
that were reluctant to
provide loans. “There
are so many people who

CMYK

say they have a bus on
the road because he was
the man who was able
to help the little man to
show his plight and get
things done,” Beatrice
recounts.
“When you need a bus
and you haven’t got no
money he’d take you to
the bank, make the bank
give you the money and
he’d sell a car or a bus.
He’d argue for the “little
man” to the bank manager telling him “you
can’t lose if you give
him the loan!”
Buchanan was one of
the earliest speakers after independence under
Dr. Kennedy Simmonds
People’s
Action
Movement
(PAM)
Administration. He won
several awards for his
service to St. Kitts and
Nevis including War

Buchanan left a legacy
in his family. He is survived by two children
from his first wife Beryl
-- Calvin Buchanan and
Carla Donna Serault;
as well as six stepchildren through Beatrice
-- Stephanie Hamilton,
Michele
Hamilton,
Jefforey Dugay, Clifford
Dugay, Alicia Dugay
and Jason Johnson.
He had two more children, Louella Mills
and Joseph Buchanan
Edmeade.
One of his granddaughters, Janelle Sarauw,
followed Buchanan into
politics, getting elected
to the legislature of the
U.S. Virgin Islands in
2016 as the youngest
ever senator at age 32.
“He meant the world
to me he’s the reason I
received a bachelor’s
degree in political science and the reason I
am a senator today,”
says Sarauw.
Sarauw
says
her
grandfather
taught
her Caribbean history,
would discuss world affairs and during summer
vacations spent on St.
Kitts, Buchanan would
share stories with her of

the nation both before
and after independence.
“I think he’ll be known
as a nation builder, one
of integrity, a stalwart,
a family man who had
a tempered spine but
filled with compassion. He never hesitated to help others. He
will be in the annals of
Caribbean history.”
In a letter expressing
his condolences on
behalf of the government, Prime Minister
Dr. the Honourable
Timothy Harris praised
Buchanan.
“Ivan Buchanan CBE,
JP made an indelible
imprint on the fabric of
our country, rendering
outstanding service that
spanned more than half
a century,” said Harris.
“He played a significant role in our postIndependence history
as the longest-serving
Speaker of the National
Assembly,” the prime
minister said.
Buchanan was also
well regarded in his
community in Conaree.
For many years at
Christmas, he would
give two cases of beer
to the men in the neighborhood, “the boys on
the block.” The men, in
turn would cook food
and Buchanan would
be invited.
“They used to cook on
the side of the road.
They cook bull-foot

soup, just the men
cooking the soup you
know and they would
tell him, ‘we cooking!’
and he would stop by
with his bowl.”
Buchanan was famous
for stopping and talking to his neighbors-and sometimes block
traffic. But even then,
the people of Conaree
would stick up for him.
“You dare not, when
he’s coming through
he stop to talk to anybody and you behind
him don’t honk him
because the Conaree
people would give
you some profanities,”
Beatrice says with
a laugh. “They love
him.”
And Buchanan loved
people, says Beatrice.
Often she would hear
him calling to her
from the steps shouting ‘Beatrice!’ and
she would know that
meant dinner guests
were coming.
“I would have to put on
this good face and as
soon as they are gone
he say ‘what are you
fussing for?’ He would
cheer me up,” says
Beatrice.
“I would say ‘you have
to stop doing this!’.
But he never stopped,
he was doing it right
up to when he died.
He was like that,” says
Beatrice with a laugh.
“He was a lovely man.”

A record breaking
670 males in Nevis
turned out to the 12th
annual free prostate
screening, a move
the Junior Minister of
health Hazel Brandy
Williams describes as”
more men becoming
aware of their responsibility of remaining
healthy”.
The annual free prostate screen is an
initiative
launched
by
Miami
urologist Doctor Dwayne
Thwaites.
Thwaites
volunteers to exam
any man 40 and older
or men that have close
family that would have
died from the disease.
Year one saw 20 men
being examined. Year
10 saw 622 men, the
largest number of men
getting tested until
2019.
The prostate screening
was held on Saturday
January
12 at the
Occasion Hall on the
by-pass road. This
year, Doctor Thwaites
was joined by Dr.
Chris Gomez, Dr.
Brian Cohen and Dr.
Daniel Caruso along
with a nurse from the
Alexander Hospital.
The free prostate
drive is also held in
St. Kitts and Antigua
later in the year.
Junior
Minister
BrandyWilliams
said that she was truly satisfied with the
day’s turn out.

many men cognizant
of their health and
they are taking their
health seriously so
the turn out today is
over whelming ,” she
said.
She noted that when
the screening first began the detection rate
was at 8 percent but
in 2018 it was down
to 1.25 percent.
“That in itself is a
huge
accomplishment. Over the years
they have seen more
and more men attending these screenings
as well as younger
men are now attending. It means then that
our men are now continuous and are aware
of their responsibility
of remaining healthy
and so they want to
know what their status is and so they are
out in their numbers,”
she said
Dr Thwaite said that
in Nevis, the Prostate
cancer
incidents
has decreased considerably and “late
stages, we are not
seeing much of that
anymore.”
“It was a wonderful
turnout today and I
am just proud of the
people of Nevis and
proud of all the sponsors that have helped
put all of this together,” Thwaites said.

Thwaites thanked the
doctors and nurses
that came out and
helped him to make
it the most successful
“It is really hearten- free prostate cancer
ing for me to see so screening ever.
CMYK
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Royal Bank

Make the Switch to RBC
Reimagine How You Bank

RBC has a proud history of servicing the Caribbean. From opening our first branch in 1908 to our
present digital transformation journey, RBC remains committed to serving the people and
communities of the Caribbean for years to come.
Why switch to RBC?
With RBC you can bank with confidence knowing your hard-earned money is backed by the largest
bank in Canada and one of the safest and strongest financial institutions in the world. You can rest
easy knowing your money is safe and working hard for you.
RBC allows you to access industry-leading digital and mobile banking platforms so you can do your
day-to-day banking transactions 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, wherever you might be.
Our RBC team draws on the talent and expertise of more than 84,000 employees operating in 36
countries and territories around the world. So you get the expert financial guidance you need to
navigate those big life moments like purchasing a home, buying a car, saving for retirement or
growing your business.
What are you waiting for? To learn more about how RBC can support your personal and business
banking needs, speak to an RBC representative or visit an RBC branch.

Visit our website at rbc.com/caribbean

®/™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence.
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St. Kitts and Nevis on TripAdvisor’s ‘21
Best Tropical Vacations’ list CONT’D

Continued from page 22

outfitted with an observation deck, complimentary drinks, air conditioning and
large windows to guarantee prime views.
“As you travel, listen to a fascinating
historical overview of the Caribbean before finishing with a sightseeing coach
tour covering 12 miles (19km) of the
island’s key attractions and landmarks.
Your train ride also includes round-trip
hotel transport.
“Take a luxurious train trip through the
island of Saint Kitts as you travel along
one of the Caribbean’s first scenic railways, finishing with a coach bus tour of
the island’s key sights.
“Whether you’re a train lover or simply looking for a unique way to explore
this tropical island, this train excursion
is a great option,” TripAdvisor says.
“Start your trip with a pickup from your
Basseterre or Frigate Bay hotel at 8a.m.,
continuing to the train to begin your ride.
“The sumptuously-appointed rail cars

feature a range of amenities, including
beautifully-designed interiors, a fullservice bar and bathrooms. The car’s
upper level features a viewing platform
where you can enjoy unobstructed views
of the island’s soaring mountain scenery
and thick, green cane fields. Meanwhile,
down below on the lower level you
will enjoy air-conditioning and sublime
views through the large windows. You
will also be able to pick from selection
of included beverages during your ride.
“Watch as your train pulls out and begins
its journey winding its way along the
edge of Mount Liamuiga.
“As you travel you’ll be able to see a
variety of scenery like secret black sand
beaches, the ruins of decaying plantations and sturdy iron bridges (one of
which spans more than 300 feet (90m)
over a large valley). The train also passes
through a number of towns on the way,
including Saddlers Village and Mansion
Village, flanked by fields of fruit.
“Listen as you travel to commentary
about the island and your route, hearing tales like about the “Last Railway in

the West Indies,” a train that was used
to transport sugar cane from the island’s
plantations to its main sugar factory in
Basseterre. You will also be serenaded
with catchy folk songs and tunes performed by the St. Kitts Railway Choir.
“Upon finishing your scenic train ride,
climb aboard a sightseeing coach for
a 12 mile (19km) tracing Island Main
Road. Among the sites you will pass are
Brimstone Hill Fortress and a number

of small towns and villages on the way
back to Basseterre.
“Please note: there is no reserved seating. All seating is on a first-come, firstserved basis.”
TripAdvisor goes on to rate numerous
other attractions, restaurants and hotels
on both St. Kitts and Nevis.

Page:27

The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday January 18th, 2019

LOCAL NEWS

Nevis Masters Teams to host fundraiser
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Masters
Cricket Team and the
St. Kitts Masters Cricket
Team will be collaborating this weekend to host
a cricket match with proceeds being donated to
Masters member James
“Teddy
Blackman”
Liburd who was injured
in a vehicle accident.
Liburd was involved in a

vehicular accident on the
evening of Dec 8. Liburd
was headed to his home in
Barn Ghaut in his vehicle
via the bypass road. His
vehicle overturned and
landed on the side of the
road. Liburd remained
there until the next morning when a passerby went
to investigate the accident and noticed that he
was still inside. He was
warded at the Alexandra
Hospital and later airlifted

to Barbados for a series of
surgeries.
President of the Nevis
Masters
Cricket
Association
Franklyn
‘Kut’ Daniel said that
Liburd was an “integral
part of the Masters cricket
team.”
“He has been with the
team for over 15 years.
We travelled to St. Martin
in November and was

given an award for his
longevity in the team,”
Daniel said.
Daniel noted that this is
the second time the team
will be hosting a fundraiser for Liburd.
“Our first fundraiser, we
were able to make about
$3000. Blackman had
a second operation in
Barbados and is in critical
care. So his expenses will
be on the up side, so we
wanted to help,” he said.
Daniel said that the cricket match on Saturday will
be at the ET Willet Park in
Charlestown and will follow the 20/20 format. The
match will begin at 1 pm
and the admission is free.
“We didn’t want to charge
anyone. We will have a
well stocked bar, with
food and drinks for purchase. There will be a
donation box for contributions towards Blackmans
medical expenses. We

James “Teddy Blackman” Liburd

are just asking persons
to give. There will be entrainment from the Sugar
Hill String Band and
Recklife movement,” he
informed.
Liburd is known in the
Nevis and St. Kitts community for his locally
made fruit and vegetable
drink that he makes fresh

every day and delivers
to customers. He plays
with the Sugar Hill String
Band, in addition to
playing with the Nevis
Masters teams, and donates to the secondary
schools on the island.
“We are expecting people to support,” Daniel
concluded.
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Nevis taxi operator registration,
renewals deadline Jan. 31

The following is an announcement
from the Ministry of Tourism in the
Nevis Island Administration (NIA)
applicable to all bona-fide taxi operators on Nevis.
The Ministry of Tourism, Nevis
wishes to advise all bona-fide taxi
operators on the island of Nevis
that the renewal processes for all
expired taxi Identification cards
and vehicle permits is currently

underway. The deadline for registration/renewal is Jan. 31.
All operators are asked to collect
the application forms and list of
required documents at the Ministry
of Tourism, First Floor, Social
Security Building at Pinney’s
Estate.
Please note that it is an offence for
any person to operate a taxi or tour

bus in a prescribed area without a
valid permit issued by the Ministry
of Tourism.
In order to qualify, applicants must
be:A resident of St. Christopher and
Nevis
The holder of at least a Class “A”
driver’s license for at least three

years prior to making the application for a permit; and have successfully completed the requirements
of training and certification under
the new 2012 Ordinance.
For further assistance contact the
Ministry of Tourism on 469 5521
ext. 6444 or 6442.
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Three Officers punished in Marriott saga
in response to a question from officers.” Brandy said that
The Observer during a press two of the officers are still on
briefing that this was not the sick leave after the incident.
Three police officers have correct course of action.
In the video which circulated
been punished in relation to
the incident at the Marriott “The couple was arrested and on social media, a man can
hotel where two tourists were taken to the Frigate Bay Police be seen arguing and hitting
seen assaulting two police of- station and later should have one officer in his chest. The
been charged and taken be- officer walked away, but the
ficers on video.
fore the court, however some tourist kept on stubbornly
Following the attack, the two three officers did not perform pursuing the officer and was
tourists were not charged and their duty that is mandated by seen slapping one of the ofwere allowed to leave the law,” Brandy said. “An inves- ficers multiple times. The
country resulting in public tigation was launched and as second officer intervened
outcry.Acting Commissioner a result disciplinary charges and the man attempted to atof Police Hilroy Brandy said was proffered against those tack him as well. An officer
By Loshaun Dixon

in plain clothes assisted the
second officer to handcuff the
man. He and his female companion were then escorted
out of the hotel.
“No member of the organization was happy to see that
video circulating on social
media however I must congratulate Constable Denver
Herbert who was on free
time and was socializing at
the Marriott and was able to
come to the rescue of two
these officers and help to

bring the matter under control,” Brandy said. The acting
commissioner also called for
the continuation of the support of the police force by the
public.
“The high command of the
Royal St. Christopher and
Nevis police force wish to
continue the strong support
that we did in the last quarter
of 2018 to make sure that law
and order is maintained in St.
Christopher and Nevis.”
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Brothers charged for last week shooting

By Loshaun Dixon

individual.

Two brothers have been
charged for a shooting in
St. Paul’s last week that
left three injured, while
a third individual is also
in custody.

The shooting incident
incident in St. Paul’s
left three people injured
and led to a high speed
car chase between police and assailants last
Monday evening.

Twenty-nine-year-old
Maverick Tyson of
Challengers Village and
his 26-year-old brother
Kentab Tyson of West
Farm Project have been
charged for three counts
of attempted murder
and one count of discharging a firearm in a
public place.
According to the police
they were charged on
Jan 11, 2019 and the incident occurred on Jan
7, 2019.
Police also disclosed
that a third individual was arrested on
Monday. However, up
until press time they
have not charged the

The three individuals
were taken to the JNF
hospital with wounds
to their legs and were
identified as 22-yearold Calvert Francis,
18-year-old
Alvin
Browne and a male juvenile, all of St. Paul’s.
According to the police, it was swift action
which led to police officers on patrol in St.
Paul’s to “thwart an attack by armed assailants
on three young men
Monday night.”
In a press statement, the
police said the shooting
was reported just after 9
p.m. on Jan 7 and preliminary investigations

revealed that the trio
who were wounded
were sitting on a wall
next to Lover’s Lane
Alley in St. Paul’s when
a car stopped next to
them.
“Two men exited the car
and opened fire on the
group. They ran down
the alley in an effort to
escape and got shot in
the process. They all received gunshot injuries
to their legs. The scene
was processed by members of the Forensic
Services Unit and items
of evidential value were
recovered,” a police
statement said.
According to the release
the officers who were
patrolling in the area
heard the shot and responded to the incident
that led to a high speed
car chase.
“They intervened to
halt the attack and a
number of shots were

fired at the car. The car
fled the scene and they
gave chase, intercepting the vehicle in Christ
Church. The occupants
exited the vehicle and
made their escape on
foot.”
It was noted that the
scene at Christ Church
was processed and the
car was taken into police custody for further
inspection.
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