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Eat Local Day highlights the coconut

By Loshaun Dixon

For the last 12 years 
every last Friday in 
June is celebrated by 
the Department of 
Agriculture in St. Kitts 
and Nevis as Eat Local 
Day and this year the 
focus of the day was 
aimed at reviving dishes 
made of coconut. Eat 

Local Day is used by 
agriculture offi  cials to 
promote buying and 
consuming of local 
products and dishes and 
is normally done with 
a fair at Independence 
Square.

Agriculture Department 
head of marketing 
Shawn Clarke said that 
this year had seven 

caterers participating in 
the event. 

“Over the last 12 years 
the department of ag-
riculture continued to 
promote eating local 
commodities and most 
of the products that are 
here are from local com-
modities,” said Clarke.

He said that the 

highlighted ingredient, 
coconut, would also be 
the focus of restaurant 
week coming later this 
summer. 

“Resturant week is 
celebrating their sixth 
anniversary later this 
summer and they 
have coconut as the 
main ingredient and 
the Department of 
Agriculture continues to 
support restaurant week 
and so we are actually 
supporting coconut at 
this event.”

Dishes made of coco-
nut were on sale for the 
day, inlcuding coconut 
dumplings and johnnny 
cakes. 

 “I think it gives the 
locals and visitors a 
chance to partake. We 
are celebrating Music 
Festival at this time and 
we are able to get locals 
and visitors come and 
enjoy local dishes that 
they would not have had 
for some time,” Clarke 
said.

Clarke said the 
Federation was still 
feeling the eff ects of 
having most of its coco-
nut trees wiped out due 
to disease. 

“We recognise over the 
last few years, [trees] 
were wiped out by the 
lethal yellowing disease 
and so we had to import 
some coconut trees…
and so most of the co-
conuts we have now 
are imported coconuts” 

Clarke said that because 
of the lack of local co-
conuts, and the need 
to import, not as many 
dishes were being made 
using coconut as part of 
local cuisine. 

However, Clarke said 
coconut trees are mak-
ing a come back in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

“We are still transition-
ing. We had to replant 
a number of trees and 
as you know it takes 
about five years for a 
coconut tree to bear 
and that is taking some 
time. It is slow but we 
are seeing some major 
impacts.”

He said some areas had 
already been replant-
ed.   “An area has been 

designated in the man-
sion area for a coconut 
orchard. The govern-
ment through the de-
partment of agriculture 
is actually bringing in 
the coconut trees and 
distributing them to 
farmers and assisting 
them in planting these 
trees,” Clarke said.

Clarke said there 
would be a place for 
the products of coco-
nuts once the new trees 
start to produce.

“At the agro-process-
ing plant we concen-
trate on value-added 
products and coconut 
is one such product 
where our agro-proces-
sors are actually utilis-
ing this raw material to 
generate bi-products.”

Patrons lining up to purchase food from Eat local Day vendors
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NTG ready to host 
Drama Festival

By Monique Washington 

The members of the Nevis Theater 
Guild  (NTG) are excited to host the 
fi rst annual Dramatic Arts Festival 
in less than three weeks, with dra-
matic presentations from Antigua, 
St. Kitts, Jamaica and host country 
Nevis. 

On Wednesday, the NTG hosted 
a press conference to inform the 
public as to what to expect between 
July 21-27. The festival is a col-
laborative eff ort between the NTG, 
Social Services and the Culturama 
Secretariat. 

Speaking at the press conference, 
NTG founder Ester Brooks said 
that a number of groups will be per-
forming on each night at 8pm at the 
Nevis Performing Arts Centre with 
the exception of July 25, the night of 
the offi  cial opening of Culturama.

When questioned about the festival 
getting lost in the pack of activities 
ahead of Culturama, Brooks said 
that they were encouraged to host 
the event at that time.

“Because Culturama began from a 
drama group, Mr. (Antiono) Liburd 
(Chairman for Culturama 45) en-
couraged us to have the festival 
before the opening of Culturama,” 
she said.

Brooks pointed out that the host 
group, the Guild, has been around 
for the past 15 years and has future 
plans to assists with developing the 
arts on the island.

“The Guild began in 2004 but it 
wasn’t established until 2005. We 

worked with the Department of 
Culture then. Every year we would 
put on a production for Culturama, 
but outside of Culturama, the Guild 
put on other performances through-
out the year,” said Brooks.

She added that the NTG plans on 
setting up a scholarship fund for 
any actor or group working with 
them to study the arts. 

She said the NTG wanted to devel-
op the skills of members in all areas 
of production. As well as provide 
them with an outlet for their cre-
ative impulses, build team spirit and 
cultivate a harmonious community 
of actors.

Brooks said that she is encourag-
ing persons to submit scripts to the 
group for staging. 

“I am always looking for that talent, 
of persons writing plays,” she said.

Performances scheduled are: 

July 21, New Generation Theatre 
with their play ‘Broken Bones 
Healed’

July 22, Honey Bee Theater out of 
Antigua with ‘The Long Walk’

July 23, Loughin Tatem with ‘Lies, 
Lies and more lies’ 

July 24, NTG with ‘The Burial of 
Miss Faithlyn’

July 26, NTG with ‘The Burial of 
Miss Faithlyn’

July 27, Owen Blakka Ellis with his 
stand-up comedy 

The fi rst ever Nevis Dramatic Arts Festival is set to run from July 21 to 27.
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Port Authority. 
8,048

That’s the number of passengers who moved from the new water taxi pier 
at Oualie Beach in the fi rst month of operations, according to Premier, the 
Hon Mark Brantley.

Not so, say persons Opposed.  Its half as much of 8,048.  The passengers 
were counted twice when they should only be counted once.

The truth is that a departure manifest is required at the point of departure; 
a measure that was implemented a few years ago under the Safety of Lives 
at Sea (SOLAS) convention which we have signed on to.  Passengers ar-
riving are not subject to any such manifest, bar the occasional random 
tests that enforcement offi  cials conduct.  

Thus, it is nigh impossible to double count.  Besides, even if it is one 
individual who has multiple departures, it is still correct to count that pas-
senger each time he/she departs. Each departure is an event.

There seems to be a consistency with regards to the Opposition parties as 
they relate to piers, and sea-works and marine development.  Recall the 
comments made by the Opposition when the reclamation work was done 
in Charlestown and the fi nger pier was built.  That pier became a local 
attraction after it withstood a hurricane during its construction.  Similar 
denigrating remarks were made about Port Zante, especially when succes-
sive hurricanes damaged the works.

The new cruise pier came in for its share of opposition style criticism, 
especially when the Opposition wrote that letter to the Canadians, urging 
that the pier not be supported.   And, now that revetment works is ongoing 
at Old Road Bay, there are similar mutterings.

We are not certain how the idea of water taxis came into being, but it has 
mushroomed into an essential service nowadays, with tremendous and 
positive impact on the development of the two islands. They deserve their 
own operating base.  In fact, they have become so critical component 
inter-island transport that talk of a physical bridge between the islands has 
become slightly muted. 

Where there is no vision, a people perish, but where there is a vision, pros-
perity follows.  We say congratulations to the visionaries for their work in 
the development of our beloved islands.  Continue the good works.

By the way, you can still picnic on the beach!
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Four Seasons rubble at Fort 
Charles ‘exciting’: expert

By Monique Washington 

The use of Fort 
Charles as a dumping 
ground for rubble from 
the renovation of the 
Four Seasons resort is 
a welcome sight as it 
will help with the pres-
ervation of the historic 
location, the president 
of the Nevis Historical 
and Conservation 
Society (NHCS) said.

“We should be excited 
by it,” NHCS president 
Richard Lupinacci told 
The Observer in an 
interview.

Lupinacci said the sea 
has been reclaiming 
the land at the histori-
cal site for decades. 
He said the NHCS had 
approached the gov-
ernment and asked to 
resolve the problem 
but finances were an 
issue.

“It moves up the list 
of priorities for pre-
serving Fort Charles. 

It’s great. It’s a great 
opportunity us-
ing that fill from the 
Four Seasons,” said 
Lupinacci.

“We have no objec-
tions if it is properly 
done  and I’m glad 
to know that they are 
making the means of 
doing it.”

Fort Charles is one of 
the oldest fortifica-
tions in the Leewards 
and is one of the 
more notable sites in 
the English-speaking 
Caribbean. Known as 
Pelican Point Fort un-
til 1671, it was Nevis’ 
first fortification. 

“We had asked the 
government to protect 
the site, two or three 
years ago, but they 
were anticipating no 
funds to be able to do 
that. Now we have all 
this fill from the Four 
Seasons which is bril-
liant,” Lupinacci said.

He said the dumped 

rubble is not near 
any historic fortifica-
tions and was instead 
being dumped near 
some uncompleted 
construction. 

“They are just dump-
ing it in the middle of 
it, they can’t make it 
worse than what it is 
now,” Lupinacci said. 

He said that the ma-
terial from the Four 
Seasons was non-toxic 
and does not pose a 
biohazard.

Lupinacci used 
Samuel Hunkin Drive 
in Charlestown as an 
example as to how im-
portant it is to fill in the 
land before the ocean 
reclaims it.

“Look at the Samuel 
Hunkins drive, what 
was done there to pro-
tect the waterfront of 
Charlestown. If they 
did not do that the sea 
would have been right 
in Main Street,” he 
said. The subject of 

rubble being dumped 
in the Fort Charles 
site was the subject 
of a war of words on 
Facebook between 
Nevis Reform Party’s 
(NRP) Kelvin Daly 
and Nevis Premier 
Mark Brantley of the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement.

Daly expressed his dis-
may with the dumping 
on the site of rubble 
from construction at 
the Four Seasons re-
sort in a Facebook post 
on the NRP’s page.

“Imagine then the 
shock and horror when 
it was discovered that 
the outside grounds 
which form part of this 
heritage site were be-
ing used as a dump for 
rubble generated from 
the demolitions at Four 
Seasons Resort,” he 
said. 

Brantley quickly re-
taliated via Facebook 
post, saying that per-
sons criticising the 

dumping were doing 
so because of a politi-
cal agenda. 

“Some of our people 
continue to amaze me 
with their righteous 
indignation when it 
suits their partisan po-
litical agenda. Now a 
considerable amount 
of concrete and hard 
debris has become 
available through 
some demolition,” 
said Brantley.

Brantley added that 
the dumping had been 
considered and autho-
rised by Minister of 
Works and Planning 
Spencer Brand to be 
used in a reclama-
tion project for Fort 
Charles.

“Now here come the 
so-called environ-
mentalists and historic 
preservationist and 
nattering nabobs,” 
said Brantley.

“I wish some would 
just start their diatribe 

sometimes by saying 
“I am an NRP sup-
porter and that’s why 
I am making noise” 
and let it done dey. 
Instead they huff and 
puff and posture and 
seek to persuade the 
unsuspecting that they 
are actually passion-
ate about Nevis.” 

Lupinacci said the 
NHCS does not get 
involved in political 
disputes but had noted 
the Facebook debate 
critical of the dump-
ing at Fort Charles and 
called it ‘ill-advised’.

“I have seen all the 
hysteria on Facebook 
which is totally ill-
advised. People don’t 
know what they are 
talking about.” 

The Observer visited 
the site on Wednesday 
and noted piles of con-
struction rubble piled 
close to the site. The 
rubble included dirt, 
plastic pipes, steel and 
concrete.

Piles of rubble from the Four Seasons at the location of the historic Fort Charles Fort in Nevis.
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Man stabbed to 
death in Newtown

A 58-year-old man has been killed in a stabbing attack on Tuesday evening 
in Newtown, St. Kitts and Nevis police said.

Police received a report of a wounding at approximately 8 pm on Tuesday. 
They responded and found the body of Devis Manners lying motionless in 
his home with multiple stab wounds on his body. 

The district medical examiner was summoned to the scene and pronounced 
Manners dead. The Forensic Unit processed the scene and took items of 
evidential value into custody.

Police said one person has been taken into custody to assist with the inves-
tigation into the incident. Police said the investigation is continuing.

If Manners’ death is confi rmed a homicide he will be the twelfth this year.
Last month, 85-year-old Elva York of Bourryeau was found dead in her 
home as a result of strangulation. In May, Constance Thompson-Gumbs, 
77, was was found dead in her home in Conaree as a result of stab wounds. 
One person has been arrested for her murder.

Know your HIV status urges health offi  cial
By Loshaun Dixon

With a major festival 
just concluding in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, and an 
anticipated rise in sexual 
activity, the National 
HIV and AIDS pro-
gramme was giving free 
tests and free condoms 
at a special event at 
Independence Square on 
Friday.

“It is very important 
because once a per-
son knows that they 
are HIV positive they 
could be put on treat-
ment that lengthens their 
lifespan and enhances 
the quality of the life 
they live,” said Health 
Educator Counsellor 
in the Ministry 
Of Health Lucine 
Pemberton-Vaughn.

She said most people 
wait until that HIV in-
fection has progressed to 
AIDS and have to work 
their way back to good 

health.

“It is a very long sleep-
less process. We are 
encouraging them to 
come and get tested to 
know their status pos-
sibly while it is in the 
viral stage so that they 
could get the best out of 
the treatment provided,” 
said Pemberton-Vaughn.

She said the treatment 
for people with HIV 
would be provided free 
of cost. 

“The testing is free and 
the treatment is free, 
so every wise person 
should take advantage,” 
said Pemberton-Vaughn.

She explained the 
reason for doing it at 
Independence Square 
was the square’s central 
location near activities.

There was also a booth 
at the Music Festival 
and where health work-
ers were giving out free 

condoms.

“Condoms of all types 
and sizes as well as the 
female condoms so if 
you can’t use one you 

must can use the other. 
All we are advising is 
that you protect your-
self. You come fi rst,” 
said Pemberton-Vaughn.

She also explained the 
process of the HIV rapid 
testing that they were 
conducting.

“We have two types of 
rapid testing, the deter-
mine and unigold both 
of them do the same 
thing it is as if we are 
testing and we are back 

checking so both test 
should give us the same 
results. One is more sen-
sitive than the other and 
one is more specifi c.”

She explained that the 
one that is more sensi-
tive will more likely 
pick up all of the true 
positives while the other 
will pick up all the true 
negatives.

“We have a backup of 
both tests that should 
give a very accurate 

result.”

She said the Ministry 
of Health has seen an 
increase in HIV in the 
Federation between now 
and around this time last 
year. 

“I think that will be due 
to the fact that we now 
have more testing sites 
and more persons are 
now accessing those 
sites and so we are more 
likely to pick up more 
positives.’

Testing booth for HIV set up at Independence Square
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 From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 97: More Questions; no answer

Two questions that I am be-
ing asked more frequently 
now are when is the date for 
the next Federal Election 
and which boundaries will 
be used; the latter is a ref-
erence to what happened 
in January 2015.  The an-
swer to both questions is 
that I do not know.  I do 
not know because there is 
no prescription for either 
question in the principal act 
under which I operate, that 
is, the National Assembly 
Elections Act Cap 2.01

The answer to the fi rst ques-
tion is the exclusive pur-
view of the Prime Minister; 
a purview aff orded to him 
when he won his parlia-
mentary seat and became 
the fi rst among equals. The 
answer to the second ques-
tion, in my view, lies in part 
with the High Court and 
in part with the Electoral 
Boundaries Commission, 
the EBC.  I am separate 

from both of them.

The question of how an 
election date is determined 
came up in 2006/7, when 
the country had discussions 
on electoral reform.  A 
majority of respondents in 
those discussions felt that it 
should be a fi xed date; and 
that this fi xed date would 
resolve several issues; is-
sues such as overseas vot-
ers and campaign fi nancing.  
The answer then was above 

my pay grade and it still is.  
But in my early writings, I 
shared statistical data  on 
election dates, days and 
months.

In last week’s article, No 
96, I discussed how con-
stituency and polling di-
visions boundaries are 
defi ned and pointed out the 
challenges that such defi ni-
tions present. That we have 
Constituencies is a func-
tion of the Constitution.  

At Schedule 2, Section 50 
(1) it sets out the minimum 
number of Constituencies 
(8 + 3); and sets out that 
they must be as near equal 
as possible, bearing in mind 
vagaries such as inhabit-
ants, population density, 
means of communication, 
geographical features and 
adequate representation.   
It also provides that Nevis 
must at all times have not 
less than a third of all seats.  
That is the mandate for the 
EBC.  But for now, with 3 
seats in Nevis and 8 seats 
in St Kitts, we are at the 
absolute minimum number 
of constituencies and have 
been at that stage since 
1984.

The Constitution goes 
on to spell out the elec-
toral requirements for 
Nevis.  There is to be a 5 
person Electoral Districts 
Boundaries Commission, 
an EDBC, (similar 

composition as the EBC). 
Again, it sets the minimum 
number of Districts at 5; 
and states that they should 
also be as near equal as 
possible, following the 
same rules listed above.

During the electoral reform 
discussions, two thirds of 
respondents in Nevis (not 
voters, just respondents),  
reported a preference for 
5 federal seats, consistent 
with what happens at the 
local elections level.  That 
is something the EBC may 
wish to keep in mind.  

What I can say is that when-
ever the call comes, what-
ever boundaries are to be 
used, we must be ready to 
execute.  Each voter must 
have one vote in the right 
place and we must be fair 
to all.  Assess me on that 
aspect and hold the ques-
tions please.
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Mango stars in Nevis’ festival
By Monique Washington

The Nevis Tourism Authority’s 
Nevis Mango and Food Festival has 
now enticed regional chefs to join 
in with the United Kingdoms’ Iron 
Chef Judy Joo also returning.

The Nevis Mango and Food Festival 
was offi  cially launched on Thursday 
at Cleveland Gardens. The festival 
will run from July 4-7. The festival 
that celebrates mangos challenges 
participating chefs to embrace the 
locally grown fruit. International 
celebrity chefs and Nevisian chefs 
participate in and host multiple 
events over the entire weekend. 

The Observer spoke with Joo who 
said that the festival and competi-
tions had been “so much fun that is 
why I keep coming back. I love it.”

“Using mango is challenging but it 
is fun,” Joo said. “Mango is such a 
versatile ingredient it’s pretty easy. 
The competition is going to be fun. 
I’m really excited, you have some 
really serious chefs competing. The 
competition should be fi erce.”

Joo said that the festival has the 

potential to put Nevis on the map.

“It has already gotten so much buzz 
around the Caribbean. It’s only a 
matter of time before people will 
start coming and discovering this 
island,” she said.

On Sunday, chefs from Barbados, 
Antigua and Nevis will go head to 
head in a cooking competition that 
features mango.

The Observer also spoke with 
Nevis Tourism Authority CEO 
Greg Phillip who said that patrons 
can expect much from Sunday’s 
competition.

“Lots of new things, more enter-
tainment especially on the Sunday, 
a greater expanded competition 
with the regional chefs and also the 
cake competition that happens on 
Sunday as well,” he said 

Nevis Tourism Authority chair Tim 
Thuell said that it is a good idea to 
celebrate what we have, including 
mangos which grow naturally. 

“Nevisians playing, eating, cook-
ing, preparing. That is what it is 
about. It is a great experience for all 

of us,” he said.

Thuell said that by having a region-
al cooking competition it allows 
for cross-pollination of cultures 

between islands.

“Bringing teams here, they come, 
experience and carry a great story 
back to their island,” he said.

Chefs prepare for mango mayhem at the annual Nevis Mango and Food Festival this 
weekend.
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Debit card system still coming for PAP
By Kenichi Serino

A special debit card 
system that was in-
tended to limit what 
funds issued through 
the Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP) 
could be spent on 
has yet to be imple-
mented due to ongo-
ing negotiations with 
a vendor, said Deputy 
Prime Minister Shaun 
Richards.

When PAP was 
launched in December 
of last year, the gov-
ernment issued the 
grants of EC $500 
directly to qualified 
households earning 
less than EC $3,000 a 
month as direct pay-
ments. However, the 
government at the time 
said this would be a 
once-off and subse-
quent payments would 
be done through a deb-
it card with designated 
vendors which would 

prevent spending on 
things such as ciga-
rettes or alcohol.

Richards told The 
Observer the debit 
card plans were still in 

the works.

“It hasn’t been aban-
doned. My under-
standing is that certain 
negotiations were 
taking place with the 

card provider,” said 
Richards.

“I’m not quite sure what 
stage it is at but that is 
still the intention to pro-
vide persons with cards 

and to ensure the money 
is still used for certain 
basic programmes such 
as to pay electricity bills, 
water bills, to be able to 
buy food so you don’t 
have persons using the 

money for anything.” 

During his press confer-
ence this week, Prime 
Minister Dr. Timothy 
Harris said almost 
4,000 households in the 
Federation were receiv-
ing benefits from PAP. 
Most the recipients, 
about 3,372, received 
their benefits through 
direct deposit to their 
bank accounts while 
556 opted to receive 
cheques.

EC $13.6 million had 
so far been paid since 
the programme began. 
The next PAP pay-
ment will be made on 
Wednesday, July 24.

Harris said the new 
programme was “posi-
tively impacting the 
lives of nearly 4,000 
persons on the island 
of St. Kitts and on the 
island of Nevis … and 
this has been going 
on without any major 
glitches.”

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris speaks on the Poverty Alleviation Programme at his press conference on Tuesday.
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

New Vibes Real Vibes 
Bar & Snackette
 Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

Vacancy

Need Cleaner
Contact: 764-7900

Vacancy

RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES 
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

Vacancy

Kebo’s Garage
Needs a Secretary 
& Cashier
Contact: 667-1967

Vacancy

Needs One reliable 
male, between ages 
of 25 to 40 years
Must have knowledge 
of carpentry and be 
able to do minor repairs
Limited Supervision 
and have a driv-
ers license
Contact: 664-9349

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms, 
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy
H & H
One Sales Clerk
Contact: 660-9790

Vacancy
One Sales Person
Juana Boutique
Contact: 665-6682

Vacancy
R & B Farming
One Farmer
Contact: 668-9094

Vacancy

Banyan Tree Farm
Seeking Gardener
Contact : 665-2462

Vacancy

Diamond Bar

Needs a Salesperson

Contact: 660-5569

Vacancy

Zoe Sensational Life

Occupational 
Physio Therapist

Naturopathic Doctor & 
Organic Pastry Baker

Contact:660-3647

Vacancy

CK’S Landscaping

Nursery Attendant/ 
Landscaping

Contact : 667-6155

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

Linkup Bar & Snackett
Seeking Cook & 
Bartender with five 
years experience
Contact: 660-0708 
or 663-0392

Vacancy

Survival Bar
Needs one Bartender
Contact : 668-8525

Vacancy

Wesk Limited
Seeking One 
Deck Hand
Contact : 663-4167

Vacancy

Bernard Construction 
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact  :668-2752

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Felicity Sewing Shop 
is looking for an as-
sistant if interested
Contact # 765-4551
Email: felicitisewing-
shop@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

SPIRITUALITY

Specilize in all 
types of spiritua-l 
works- sickness
 Removing of 
evils-Blockages 
Clearances- Success-
Prosperity
Reading- ECT-
 Contact - 
+ 15926305590 
or Whatsapp 
- +15926305590.

Vacancy

Universal Beauty Salon
Seeking Hairdresser 
& Nail Tech
Contact: 765-2969

Vacancy

COCOLOSPM
One sales person
Contact: 6679122

Vacancy

Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
/662-9010Vacancy

Brookes Haulage
Vacancy Available for a
LABORER
Please call 
869.662.8765 MR 
Brookes (Owner)
or 869.469.2744(Office)
Vacancy

T & T Security Service
Needs Security Officer
Contact : 661-4856 /
 762-3233

Vacancy

Jamaican Bakery
Needs Bakery Assistant
Contact # 660-6196

Vacancy

Anthony Construstion 
seeking a housekeep
6692262

Handyman 
needed

Building maintenance 
3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy 
Available for a

LABORER

Please call 
869.662.8765 MR 
Brookes (Owner) 
or 869.469.2744(Office)

Vacancy 

Sales Purchase Manager for jewelry Working 
Hours 9am - 5pm must be able to work on Sundays 
when ship in port. 

Apply to: Diamond Island

Unit 10, Building #2, Port Zante, Basseterre 

Email Diamond.Island@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers is seeking a 
watch horologist must 
have 5 years experi-
ence and watch horol-
ogy training. 465-2030

Vacancy 

Sharky's is seeking two 
retail store supervisor 
with 3 years experience. 
Spanish speaking will be 
an asset.Please send ap-
plication to hareshsada-
rangani@yahoo.com

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Ayshaun TysonNow residing in 
Stoney Grove in the  Parish of ST. 
John’s  do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on  Today, 20th

 Day of August 2019  next to the 
District Magistrate  At Charlestown  
for a Beer Licence in respect of my 

Premises in Stoney Grove  
in St John’s Parish

Dated this 11th day of January, 2019.

Signed: ATyson

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Marlon HanleyNow residing in 
Clay Ghaut  Street  in the  town or

Village of Gingerland Nevis 
hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply 
on  Today, 26th Day of June 2019  
next to the District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Liquor 
Licence in respect of my  Premises 
in Nisbett Settlement Street in  
Newcastle, St. James Parish, Nevis

Dated this 17th day of June, 2019.

Signed: MHanley

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, FRANK CORBIE Now residing 
in JONES ESTATE    in  St.James 
Parish  do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on 27th Day of August ,2019  
next to the District Magistrate

At Charlestown for a  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Jones Estate in 
St James Parish, Nevis

Dated this 1st day of July 2019.

Signed: FCorbie

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Jermaine Benn Now resid-
ing in Ottleys Street in the town 
or  Village of ST. John’s Parish, 
Nevis do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply 
on  Today, 13th Day of May 2019 
next to the District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Beer Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Cedar 
Tree  Street in Charlestown

Dated this 13th day of May, 2019.

Signed: JBenn
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Majority of Federation citizens 
want marijuana law change

By Kenichi Serino

Almost two-thirds of 
Federation citizens be-
lieve marijuana laws 
should be changed 
though most want 
some restrictions to 
remain, according to 
a study in the National 
Cannabis Commission 
(NCC) report made 
public this week.

According to a poll 
conducted by the 
NCC and the Ministry 
of Sustainable 
Development, about 
63.1 percent want laws 
that prohibit marijuana 
use to be changed.

However, only about 
37.7 percent believe 
that it should be de-
criminalized for both 
recreational or reli-
gious use.

A much larger pro-
portion, 58.8 percent, 
believe that marijuana 
should be decriminal-
ized for medicinal 
purposes. A large num-
ber of those polled, 
75 percent, believed 
that any marijuana use 
for minors should be 
restricted.

The marijuana poll 
of 2,000 people done 
by the NCC with the 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development. It was 
part of the NCC’s 
report on cannabis 

completed in January 
of this year but only 
released to the public 
this week. The entire 
report can be found on 
the SKNIS website.

While the poll indicat-
ed substantial support 
for decriminalisation, 
including a major-
ity with regards to me-
dicinal marijuana, this 
support was reduced 
when it came to the 
legalisation of mari-
juana. Only about a 
quarter of respondents 
supported legalisation 
for recreational or reli-
gious use of marijuana 
while slightly less 
than half supported le-
galisation for medical 
marijuana.

“It is noteworthy that 
a larger number of re-
spondents were more 
in favor of decrimi-
nalization of cannabis 
rather than legalisation 
by all categories of 
purpose of use,” read 
the NCC report.

Definitions differ, 
but broadly speak-
ing decriminalization 
refers to elimination 
of criminal penalties 
for marijuana use in 
favour of only civil 
penalties while legali-
sation would allow for 
the use of marijuana 
without any penalty. 

The release of the 
report comes as the 

National Assembly is 
preparing for a second 
and third reading of 
a Cannabis Bill this 
month that will likely 
allow for the use of 
marijuana for both 
medical, religious and 
“private” use.

According to police 
statistics cited in the 
NCC report, 2,577 
people have been 
charged with mari-
juana cases from 2008 
to 2017, about 17 per-
cent of total crimes. 
Over 700 have been 
convicted. 

The NCC also polled 
residents of St. Kitts 
and Nevis about their 
own experiences with 
marijuana. 

In the poll about 28 
percent of the respon-
dents said they were 
presently using mari-
juana on a regular ba-
sis and almost half, 
45 percent, said they 
had used marijuana 
in the past. The usage 
rate was only slightly 
higher in St. Kitts than 
in Nevis.

Most marijuana users 
polled said they used 
the drug at least once a 
day with about 20 per-
cent saying they used 
three times a day or 
more.

About one in 10 re-
spondents said they 

also cultivated mari-
juana for their own 
use. The numbers 
were again higher in 
St. Kitts than in Nevis 
with about 14 percent 
of the former saying 
they had grown can-
nabis for their use 
compared to about six 
percent of Nevisians.

According to the study, 
the plurality of mari-
juana users, about 30 
percent, were in their 
teen years when they 
first tried the drug. 

The NCC study, how-
ever, warned that 
marijuana use did have 
some ill social effects. 
Citing a previous study 
of prison inmates and 
former prisoners, most 
said they had been 
under the influence 
of a substance at the 
time of their crimes. 
However, half of these 
said the substance in 
question was alcohol 
while about 18 percent 
said it was marijuana. 
About nine percent 
of the prisoners cited 
drugs such as cocaine. 

The NCC study said 
cannabis could also 
have other detrimen-
tal effects. It noted 
that driving-skills are 
“more pronounced 
with highly automatic 
driving functions, 
but more complex 
tasks that require con-
scious control are less 

affected, which is the 
opposite pattern from 
that seen with alcohol.”

The reported noted 
that cannabis users 
were also more likely 
to know they were im-
paired and as a result 
might take action to 
drive more safely.

“Marijuana smokers 
tend to compensate 
effectively for their 
impairment by utiliz-
ing a variety of behav-
ioral strategies such as 

driving more slowly, 
passing less, and leav-
ing more space be-
tween themselves and 
cars in front of them,” 
read the report.

However, “combining 
marijuana with alcohol 
eliminates the ability 
to use such strategies

effectively, and results 
in impairment even at 
doses that would be 
insignificant were they 
on either drug alone.”
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Founder of the 
Nevis Turtle Group 

recognised by Queen 
By Monique Washington 

‘Surprised and hum-
bled’ were the words 
used by the founder of 
the Nevis Turtle Group 
Lemuel Pemberton, 
after being recognised 
by Queen Elizabeth II 
for the Commonwealth 
Point of Light award.

Pemberton was pre-
sented with the 
Commonwealth’s 97th 
Point of Light in rec-
ognition of exceptional 
service in monitoring 
and protecting criti-
cally endangered turtles 
during a handing over 
ceremony on Thursday 
at Government House 
in St Kitts by the 
Governor-General of St. 

Kitts and Nevis Sir S. W 
.Tapley Seaton.

Speaking with The 
Observer on Tuesday, 
Pemberton said he 
was surprised at the 
recognition.

“I am humbled. In terms 
of receiving this award 
I was a little bit sur-
prised,” he said.

“I accepted the award 
on behalf of the Nevis 
Turtle Group and all 
persons that have helped 
out the group in their ef-
forts to conserve sea tur-
tles in Nevis. Thanks to 
the members and former 
members,” Pemberton 
said.

The Points of Light 

awards recognises out-
standing volunteers – 
people whose service 
is making a diff erence 
in their communities 
and whose story can 
inspire others to create 
innovative solutions to 
social challenges in their 
own communities and 
beyond.

The Nevis Turtle Group 
was formed in 2003 by 
Pemberton. The group 
consists of a number of 
concerned volunteers 
who wish to help moni-
tor the nesting beaches 
on Nevis. NTG volun-
teers work at night on 
beaches around Nevis to 
tag sea turtles and collect 
information about the 
nesting and movement 

of Nevis’ sea turtles.

The United Kingdom 
High Commissioner in 
St Kitts and Nevis Janet 
Douglas said she de-
lighted that Pemberton 
has been selected as a 
Commonwealth Point of 
Light for his work pro-
tecting the vulnerable 
sea turtle population of 
St. Kitts & Nevis.

“Lemuel’s leadership 

of the Nevis Turtle 
Group is an inspiring 
example of how vol-
unteers from across the 
Commonwealth are 
coordinating eff orts to 
monitor and conserve 
the marine environment. 
His work in raising 
awareness of the plight 
of the three endangered 
sea turtle species native 
to St Kitts and Nevis 
will help secure their 

future welfare,” she said.

Pemberton also recog-
nised and thanked, the 
Four Seasons Resort, 
Oualie Beach Club, 
Turtle Conservancy and 
the wider Caribbean Sea 
Turtle conservation for 
their support.

Nevis’ Ken Evelyn was 
the most last recipient 
of the Points of Light 
award.

Lemuel Pemberton walking on the beach with Prince Harry during a royal visit in 2016.
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Sorrel makers add spice to life
By Kenichi Serino

Soap, salad dressing 
and shampoo are just 
a few of the things St. 
Kitts agricultural co-
operative members had 
on display at the fi rst 
ever Sorrel Festival 
held in Newtown last 
weekend.

“We wanted to do 
something to show 

people agricultural 
processors are do-
ing great things,” said 
festival participant 
Anastasha Elliott, 
owner of Sugartown 
Organics.Elliott said 
that while sorrel was 
a popular ingredient 
at Christmas time, it 
can be cultivated--and 
enjoyed--year round.

“There’s so many 
things you can do with 

it,’ she said.

Elliott said the coop-
erative had made about 
fi ve products to be sold 
collectively with each 
member making about 
fi ve products of their 
own for sale. 

She said that this time 
of year, around Music 
Festival, was chosen 
because so many mem-
bers of the diaspora 

return home to visit 
family.

“Everybody was so 
excited about it,” said 
Elliott. “Some persons 
were confused, ‘but 
why would you have 
sorrel out of season?’. 
But now that they 
see it, they’re getting 
more excited.”

We’re trying to show 
there’s not truly a sor-
rel season.”

One customer was 
quick to buy a fi ve-litre 
bottle of sorrel drink 
early in the morning 
from a vendor. 

“It’s way better than 
soda. This is natural 
stuff . All of them ap-
ple and orange juices 
you get in America are 
no good,” said festival 
go-er Louis Bute.

Bute is originally 
from the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and lives in 
Georgia. He is in St. 
Kitts for the fi rst time 
with his wife visiting 
her family. 

“It’s my fi rst time here 
and I love it. All this 
food here is grown 
from this good soil. 
Natural living is a 

serious thing,’ Bute 
said.

“It’s tangy. It’s spicy,” 
Elliott said of sorrel. 
“It reminds me of be-
ing home.”

Cooperative member 
Sara Ramirez was 
selling several sorrel 
products, including 
hot and cold bush teas 
with twists such as the 
addition of mint.

“We felt like, we 
wanted to revitalise 
the tradition of drink-
ing bush tea,” said 
Ramirez who is the 
co-owner of Mother 
Becky Bush Tea.

She said she and her 
partner had noted that 
more young people 
had switched to cof-
fee while tourists had 
fewer uniquely St. 
Kitts souvenir options.

“So we wanted to put 
something authentic 
out there.”

Ramirez said they 
were making the bush 
tea in tea bags for the 
local market which 
was sold in Valu Mart. 
Loose bush tea is sold 
for tourists in shops in 
Port Zante and around 

the island. She said 
her sorrel products 
use less sugar than is 
traditional, something 
she thought was im-
portant on the island 
given the prevalence 
of diabetes.

Elliott, for her part, 
had some sorrel treats 
including sorrel cheese 
and cake. However, 
she also sold a line of 
sorrel cosmetic prod-
ucts including soap 
and shampoo. Her 
products could also 
be found in Valuemart 
as well as in various 
shops.

Elliot said sorrel was 
antioxidant and rich in 
Vitamin C and could 
protect skin cells. She 
said she fi rst learned 
about making the 
products at home, de-
scribing her family as 
“traditional minded”.

“It’s straightforward, 
you just have to know 
how to blend every-
thing,” she said.

The festival took place 
on June 26 and 29 as 
part of the Department 
of Agriculture’s Co-
operatives Week on 
Frigate Bay Road.

Anastasha Elliott, owner of Sugartown Organics, arranges sorrel products on Saturday 
during the fi rst annual Sorrel Festival held in Newtown.
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Harris refl ects on his time at 
the helm of CARICOM

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis Dr 
Timothy Harris end-
ed his chairmanship 
of CARICOM this 
week, calling his dip-
lomatic work around 
Venezuela his biggest 

accomplishment.

Harris said in response 
to a question from The 
Observer at a press 
briefi ng that since he 
took over as chairman 
of CARICOM, he has 
been involved in re-
solving the geopoliti-
cal crisis in Venezuela 

with a lot of time de-
voted to providing a 
rational approach to 
the resolution of that 
crisis 

“That took me and the 
secretariat to meetings 
with the UN Secretary-
General which took 
us to meetings with 

the United Nations, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, 
Ecuador Costa Rica 
and to several engage-
ments with the interna-
tional contact groups 
with a view of fi nding 
a resolution,” Harris 
said.

He noted that the cur-
rent government of 
Venezuela had not 
been removed by force 
as had been threatened 
and more countries 
were convinced that 
a peaceful resolution 
to the political crisis 
should be determined 
by the people of 
Venezuela.

“In that regard, we 
were able to come up 
with the Montevideo 
mechanism which 
will provide a process 
that will lead to that 
resolution involving 
dialogue, negotiations, 
commitments and the 
implementation of 
those commitments,” 
said Harris.

“Those who had given 
ultimatums that the 
president [Nicolas 
Maduro of Venezuela] 
should leave in 30 
days have come to re-
alise that those were 
hasty ideas and those 

were not ideas that you 
can put properly in the 
context of the dispute.”

Harris added that the 
only viable position 
that remains in place 
is the principled po-
sition put forward 
by the CARICOM 
community. 

“We remain pleased 
by this. That to me had 
been a very humbling 
and instructive experi-
ence in terms of geo-
politics and how the 
CARICOM could get 
drawn into one the ma-
jor global confl icts,” 
he said.

Harris said they want-
ed the region to remain 
as a zone of peace.

Harris said that as 
a result of the crisis 
Trinidad had received 
large infl ows of immi-
grants from Venezuela 
who sought refuge 
which was creating 
challenges for that 
country.

“That has had its own 
socioeconomic and 
political upheaval re-
garding how they are 
going to be assimilated 
and taken care of.” He 
said the matter was 

worrying for the entire 
Caribbean 

“We want to ensure 
that there is no esca-
lation in the crisis be-
cause that could mean 
we ourselves could 
become impacted as 
could any other mem-
ber state,” said Harris.

In addition to diplo-
macy on Venezuela, 
Harris said that 
CARICOM had been 
able to get some move-
ment and “greater 
spiritedness” in rela-
tion to the agenda of 
the Caribbean Single 
Market and Economy.

“There has not been 
any major transforma-
tive event but we are 
working on a number 
of matters includ-
ing issues to do with 
labour...We have ad-
vanced the agenda for 
greater corporation on 
security matters and 
they will be discussed 
at the meeting in St. 
Lucia.”

Prime Minister Harris 
has handed over 
the chairmanship to 
the Prime Minister 
of St. Lucia, Allen 
Chastanet.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris speaks at a press conference this week. 
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Nevis archers 
score a bullseye

By Monique Washington

The team of archers who left Nevis 
last week to compete in the 6th Annual  
Southern Caribbean Archery competi-
tion held in the Dominican Republic 
were able to return home with each 
teammate holding a medal.

The St. Kitts and Nevis Archery Club 
team were represented by Catherine 
Joseph, Tatjana Salud, Jonathan 
Warde, Jesse Wyly, Gregory McGrath, 
Pam Barry and club president Dane 
Sandiford.

“It was an experience. There were 
more archers, there the archers were 
younger, it was hot, the whole experi-
ence was diff erent,” Sandiford said.

“The younger team members per-
formed incredible. They stayed focus. 
It was not easy but they still stayed fo-
cus. They went up against more expe-
rienced archers that were in their own 
home town,” he said.

“But as outsiders our team was still 
able to remain calm, focused and com-
posed and did well even after a couple 
of mistakes. They still did not let that 

throw them off .”

Sandiford said the experience will 
only help Nevis archery in the future 
because “they would have laid the 
groundwork for other archers.

One supporter who traveled with the 
team, Mrs McGrath, said that the team 
performed “phenomenal”.

“They went there and there were peo-
ple there that were very advanced, you 
could see it. But these guys just held 
their own. When I saw their shooting 
and we put on our binoculars to see 
where their arrows went and we see 
they went where they should, we were 
all just jumping up and down cheering 
for joy,” she said.

McGrath said the medals the team 
came home with was a testament to 
their hard work.

Barry said that most of the team have 
never been overseas representing the 
island in archery.

“They did well. And we’re able to meet 
with other archers for other countries,” 
she said.

JOB OPPURTUNITY  

We are looking for a resturant  Project Manger 

Must have Minimum experience 2 years in resturant business 

Must speak spanish and english fluently  

Knowledge of computer & pos system 

Honest & hardworking  with pleasing personality 

Contact 869-664-2233 or emails @ latinitalian18@gmail.com 
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Grant: missing music 
tickets will be paid for

By Loshaun Dixon

The persons who han-
dled the 75 St. Kitts 
Music Festival tickets 
which went missing 
last week will be held 
responsible and have 
to pay the more than 
EC $10,000 cost of the 

tickets, said Minister 
of Tourism Lindsay 
Grant.

Grant was asked about 
the tickets at a press 
briefi ng on Tuesday. 
He said that the gov-
ernment had been 
transparent about the 
tickets and said that 

immediately upon rec-
ognising that there was 
an infraction came out 
to the general public 
with a press release 
indicating that the 75 
tickets were missing 
and proceeded right 
away with an inves-
tigation.  “When it 
came to my attention 

I summoned the team 
within my offi  ce to 
a meeting and indi-
cated to them what I 
understand to be the 
position.”

He said the tickets 
were being managed 
by eight to ten diff erent 
people and indicated to 

them that they would 
have to bear responsi-
bility if they were not 
recovered.

“Those are who I had 
a discussion with, I in-
dicated to them that if 
the tickets were not in 
the offi  ce by whatever 
means before the end 
of the St. Kitts Music 
Festival those who had 
touched or had man-
agement of the tickets 
will be accountable for 
them,” said Grant.

“That’s 75 tickets at 
$10,125, they would 
have to account for 
that individually and 
collectively and unfor-
tunately the innocent 
will have to pay for the 
guilty.”

Grant said the miss-
ing tickets have not 
shown up and so he 
expects “the monies 
must show up in the 
government coff ers at 
the end of the day.” 

“I can’t see any other 
way. They would have 
to pay for them. I am 
not pointing at any one 
particular individual 
but when you are In 
a position of trust and 
confi dence that must 
be displayed.”

The police in a state-
ment to the media this 
week said they were 
alerted about the dis-
appearance of a num-
ber of tickets but an 
offi  cial report was not 
made for an investiga-
tion into the matter. 

“The committee has 
indicated that they are 
dealing with the matter 
internally,” the police 
said.

The St. Kitts Music 
Festival concluded 
this past weekend and 
saw performances by 
Buju Banton. Ella Mai, 
Popcaan and Smokey 
Robinson. 

Tourism Minister Lindsay Grant said persons in the of-
fi ce responsible for missing Music Festival tickets would 

have to pay the costs of them.
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Record-breaking music 
fest ends with Buju

By Loshaun Dixon

From Krosfyah on 
Thursday night to Buju 
Banton on Saturday, 
the St. Kitts Music 
Festival drew record 
attendance with more 
than 25,000 patrons 
enjoying a peaceful 
party.

Krosfyah out of 
Barbados opened the 
festival, singing all 
their hits over the past 
30 years and even 
some other classic 
soca tunes that had 
old and young enjoy-
ing their 50-minute 
performance.

Ras Valley followed 
and had his moments 
with the audience but 
he was followed by 
Fimba and his popu-
lar tune ‘Mind u busi-
ness’ which brought 
some life to the audi-
ence who sang along 
word for word. He also 
dropped a new song for 
the fans before bring-
ing his set to a close.

5star Akil followed 
with an energetic per-
formance with his 
dancers that were from 
St Kitts and Nevis add-
ing extra spice to his 
performance. 

Nadia Batson was 
next and from her first 
tune had them under 
her spell for the entire 
performance and even 
challenged the audi-
ence to sing her hit 
song ‘So long’ word 
for word to which they 
happily obliged.

Shal Marshal came out 
after and opened with 
his 2018 hit ‘splinters 
and also sang some of 
his 2019 hits. 

Rucas brought a differ-
ent energy and had the 
audience running from 
one end of the venue 
to the other. Akai fol-
lowed and his instruc-
tive soca lyrics gave 

the audience a proper 
workout 

Farmer Nappy too had 
the audience singing 
his ‘Hooking Meh’ 
tune word for word 
and also his ‘Big People 
Party’ song, telling the 
audience he was hooked 
on their response. 

Skinny Fabulous came 
next and from the get-go 
had the patrons jumping 
up and down to the song 
‘Famalay’ at the line 
that said jumping up to-
gether. When the lights 
came on shortly after a 
cloud of dust hovered 
over the venue.

He also performed 
other popular songs 
from his growing col-
lection including ‘Worst 
Behaviour’ and Machle 
Monatano’s ‘Happiest 
Man Alive’ written by 
him.

The Nu Vybes Band 
was the next act of the 
evening and they gave 
the fans a treat playing 
their hits from the 1990s 
and 2000s up to some of 
their present-day songs

Charlie Black was the 
penultimate act of the 

evening and added di-
versity to the evening 
with his dancehall mu-
sic, a change from the 
soca-filled evening up 
until then.

The night was closed 
down by Davido, to 
a crowd of thousands 
who remained despite a 
long night of partying, 
to see him performed 
his afro-beat music. 

FRIDAY

For the second-night, 
the tempo changed from 
the high flying soca mu-
sic to a more reggae/
dancehall vibe as thou-
sands more returned.

Infamus opened the 
night and though there 
was a small audience on 
hand when he took the 
stage, the crowd grew 
as his performance went 
along and he ended his 
performance with a 
short fireworks display 
and was brought back 
at the request of fans for 
what might have been 
the only encore of the 
festival.

A Latin flavour was 
then added with a 
performance by La 

Insuperable of the 
Dominican Republic 
and had strong support 
from the local Hispanic 
community.

Small Axe added a 
change of pace with 
their soca tunes but 
the night still belonged 
to reggae as Cocoa 
Tea hit the stage with 
some old school reg-
gae/dancehall music 
and even paid a tribute 
to Gregory Isaac with 
a segment of only his 
music.

Imark made waves on 
the stage performing 
his local dancehall mu-
sic with edgier lyrics.

Vanessa Bling gave a 
performance dedicated 
to independent ladies 
and had the females 
singing her lyrics word 
for word.

Popcaan ended the 
night with an energetic 
performance and had 
his fans bursting into 
rapture every time he 
changed from one song 
to the other 

SATURDAY

The final night of the 

music festival, how-
ever, proved to be the 
biggest of the three 
with what has been 
estimated to be the big-
gest attendance ever 
for one night of the St. 
Kitts Music Festival.

Three female combo 
Melanin opened the 
night and gave a per-
formance filled with 
the reggae music and 
RnB hits. 

Living icon Smokey 
Robinson proved de-
spite his age he can 
still put down first 
class performances as 
he wowed the patrons 
of all generations with 
the performance of 
Motown hits and even 
left some people in 
stitches as he tried to 
whine and grind while 
performing

Omari Banks delivered 
a great performance as 
well, although some 
patrons were unfamil-
iar with his music. The 
surprise act of the night, 
however, was Mapy 
the Violin Queen who 
performed music of all 
genres including hip 
hop and RnB but it was 
when she switched over 

to a Caribbean segment 
featuring dancehall 
and soca played on the 
violin she gained the 
hearts of fans.

Ella Mai wast the pen-
ultimate act of the St. 
Kitts Music Festival 
and she duly delivered 
giving a strong RnB 
performance including 
her 2018 hit ‘Bood Up’.

But in the end, the night 
and the entire festi-
val belonged to Buju 
Banton who was giving 
his first performance in 
St. Kitts and Nevis since 
being released from 
prison late last year.

When he took to the 
stage all persons who 
were distracted trying to 
get a drink or use the re-
strooms dropped every-
thing and gave him their 
undivided attention.

Buju Banton gave an 
outstanding perfor-
mance for more than 
one hour as he did a set 
of his music discogra-
phy that has made him 
popular over the last 
two decades. 

When he completed his 
set shortly before 3am 
on Sunday morning, the 
23rd annual St. Kitts 
Music Festival was 
over.

Though Tourism 
Minister Lindsay Grant 
had urged 1:30am fin-
ishes none of the nights 
met that deadline.

Grant commended 
Damion Hobson, the 
chairman of the St. Kitts 
Music Festival, and his 
committee and the hun-
dreds of volunteers for 
the hard work to make 
sure the music festival 
was a success.

“The facts speak for 
themselves that the 
2019 music festival 
was the most successful 
festival that we’ve had 
over the 23 years.”`

Buju Banton brought the house down and the St. Kitts Music Festival to a close
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Hamilton promises 
careful action 
on health care

By Loshaun Dixon

The introduction of 
Universal Health Care 
(UHC) with a national 
health insurance sys-
tem to citizens of St. 
Kitts and Nevis won’t 
be rushed, Minister 
Eugene Hamilton said 
during a press briefi ng 
on Wednesday.

He said the current 
UHC proposals were 
the result of a com-
mission that held 14 
meetings, as well as 
14 town halls and had 
19 sessions with the 
public sector engaging 
public servants in the 
discussion about uni-
versal health coverage.

Hamilton said they 
had a report funded by 
PAHO received some 
weeks ago. 

“The commission 
asked for my com-
ments on it which I 
have given and in-
vited them to produce 
the document which 

cabinet can look at 
and make a decision.,” 
Hamilton said.

He said UHC propos-
als had already been 
sent to cabinet which 
would in the coming 
weeks meet with actu-
ary Derrick Osborne 
about the proposal.

“During these meet-
ings, we will have an 
opportunity to hear 
from him and to grill 
them with certain 
questions to get an-
swers,” said Hamilton.

“We are not moving to 
universal health cover-
age ‘willy nilly’. We 
are taking it seriously 
and have covered a lot 
of ground and there is 
more ground to cover.”

Cabinet will have a dis-
cussion with Osborne 
and with experts from 
the University of the 
West Indies who have 
been doing research on 
UHC in the Federation.

“We will then be in a 

position to make a de-
cision as cabinet as to 
how universal health 
coverage will be rolled 
out in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. How soon and 
how we will roll it out 
in terms of what will 
be implemented in the 
fi rst phase and second 
phase or if all phases 
is a go,” Hamilton 
said.

Hamilton said that 
they have to look over 
some key decisions 
especially as it relates 
to the cost of UHC.

“It is a ‘free for all’ in 
terms of the benefi ts, 
but it cannot be a free 
for all because there is 
a gap in that govern-
ment pays for services 
and what it will take to 
run the programme,” 
Hamilton said.

“That is what we have 
to decide on how the 
gap will be fi lled and 
whether you are will-
ing to pay a two or 
three percent towards 
it.”

Universal health care plans won’t be rushed, Minister Eugene Hamilton said at a press 
conference this week.
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