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Caribbean Court gets new justice
The Caribbean Court 
of Justice (CCJ) has 
welcomed its newest 
judge, Justice Peter 
Jamadar, to its bench 
last week after he was 
sworn in by Trinidad 
and Tobago president 
Paula Mae-Weekes.

“Today I take up a seat 
on the CCJ. I am both 
proud and humbled. 
For any Caribbean ju-
rist or legal practitio-
ner, one of the pinnacle 
achievements must be, 
to sit as a judge of the 
CCJ. It is at once an of-
fi ce of great status and 
of even greater ser-
vice,” said Jamadar in 
a speech at his swear-
ing-in ceremony.

President of the CCJ 
Adrian Saunders, said 
during the ceremony 
that Jamadar’s ap-
pointment marked the 
culmination of a com-
petitive process, con-
ducted by the Regional 
Judicial and Legal 

Services Commission, 
the independent body 
responsible for select-
ing and appointing 
staff  of the Court. 

“The Commission did 
not only consider the 
respective qualifi ca-
tions, experience and 
skillsets of the appli-
cants. As mandated 
by the Agreement 
Establishing the CCJ, 
the Commission was 
also obliged to con-
sider the applicants’ 
moral character, their 
intellectual and analyt-
ical ability, the sound-
ness of their judgment, 
their integrity, and 
their understanding of 
people and society,” 
said Saunders.

Of Jamadar, “his judg-
ments are erudite and 
well-reasoned. They 
demonstrate a high 
intellect, a deep under-
standing of Caribbean 
society, and an abid-
ing sense of fairness. 

Unsurprisingly, sev-
eral of these judgments 
have been cited with 
approval by judges of 
both the CCJ and the 

Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council,” 
said Saunders.

Jamadar previously 
served as a Judge of 
the Appeal Court of 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
He is the Vice President 
(Programming) and 
a Faculty member of 
the Commonwealth 
Judicial Education 
Institute (CJEI) and 

Vice-Chairman of the 
Caribbean Association 
of Judicial Offi  cers 
(CAJO). He is also a 
certifi ed Transpersonal 
Psychologist and a cer-
tifi ed mediator. 

He has written two 
books and numerous 
articles and authored 
various publications re-
lating to law. Jamadar 
will offi  cially assume 

offi  ce on July 15. 

He succeeds Justice 
David Hayton who will 
be retiring from the 
Court after 14 years of 
service. Judges of the 
CCJ are appointed to 
hold offi  ce until the age 
of seventy-two, while 
the President of the 
Court holds offi  ce for a 
non-renewable term of 
seven years.

Justice Peter Jamadar takes the oath of offi  ce as he is sworn in as Judge of the Caribbean Court of Justice

Driver charged for 
pedestrian killing  

on F.T. Highway
The driver of the ve-
hicle which killed a 
pedestrian on Friday 
has been arrested and 
charged, St. Kitts and 
Nevis police said.

Diamond Williams of 
Greenlands was ar-
rested for Causing 
Death by Dangerous 
Driving on Monday 
for an accident which 
left dead Hement 
Saff ee of Shadwell. 
Williams was granted 
EC $70,000 bail with 

two sureties.

He will appear 
in the Basseterre 
Magistrate’s Court on 
August 1.

The accident hap-
pened at about 
9.15pm on Friday and 
involved a motor car, 
number P7226.

 “Circumstances 
are that motor car 
P7226 was traveling 
east along the F.T. 

Williams Highway 
and when it got in 
the vicinity of JAM’s 
Welding Shop, a pe-
destrian was cross-
ing the road and was 
struck by P7226,” 
the police said in a 
statement.

Saff ee was pro-
nounced dead at the 
scene by the medical 
examiner. The cause 
of death was deter-
mined to be traumatic 
injuries to the body.
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Banker mom 
encourages 

spelling

By Monique Washington

Retired banker and spelling lover  Lenora 
Ventour-Corbie has recommitted her pledge 
to support the annual spelling bee held at the 
Joycelyn Primary School in an effort to encour-
age reading and spelling for Nevisian youths.

Ventour-Corbie is the former country manager 
for RBTT Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis. She first 
got involved with the Spelling Bee Competition 
when the school was still known as Gingerland 
Primary School. In 2006, the first-ever Lenora 
Ventour-Corbie Award was presented to the win-
ner of the spelling competition.

The award is still given, most recently by her son 
Frank Corbie at a spelling bee competition a few 
weeks ago. 

Corbie said that his mother saw the need to en-
courage youngsters to enjoy and practice spell-
ing as she herself excelled in that arena while 
attending primary school on the island. 

“She observed that we are living in a time 
when spelling has entered a new dimension, a 
dimension where letter and words aren’t being 
used to spell words especially on social media 
and is the norm in most of our society,”  he said.

He said that his mother wanted to ensure that 
children would not forget how to spell properly 
“if they haven’t already”.

Though no longer living on the island, Ventour-
Corbie has committed to supporting the trophy 
for another ten years.

Retired banker and sponsor of Spelling Bee trophy 
Lenora Ventour-Corbie

Alliance Française to host 
Bastille Day fundraiser 

with Sir Tapley
By Kenichi Serino

The Alliance Française will be 
hosting a fundraiser this Saturday 
at Government House to mark 
Bastille Day with the patronage 
of Sir S.W. TapleySeaton.

“Every year, we organise an event 
around Bastille Day to commem-
orate our French National Day. 
We are not the French Embassy, 
but as the main French cultural 
centre on island, it appears natu-
ral to organise an event around 
that time for the French com-
munity, the French speakers and 
friends,” said Alliance Française 
director Marine Moncaut. 

The fundraiser will be a French 
buffet with entertainment from 
the Department of Culture in-
cluding percussion, flutes, dance 
as well as performances from the 
winners of the French Singing 
Competition.

Moncaut said the fundraiser will 
support the Alliance Française’s 
work as most of their events such 

as French classes, school ex-
changes, concerts and historical 
walks are low cost or free.

“This is costly and we need to 
get strong financial support to re-
main active and productive,” said 
Moncaut. “Our institution has 
expenses to cover and every few 
months we need to raise funds to 
make our activity sustainable.”

She said the Bastille Day event 
has been supported by both the 
public and private sector in St. 
Kitts and Nevis, including the lo-
cal community and called it the 
“most important” one of the year 
for the Alliance. It is a time to re-
flect on the year past and to draw 
support.

“We tend to think that things are 
rolling easily but as non-profit 
organisation, we are kept in be-
tween our objectives of a large 
access to culture and the need to 
sustain. All these actions need 
funding, and at times the struggle 
is real,” Moncaut said.

The present event under the new 

Alliance team has been going on 
for three years. In addition to the 
support of Sir Tapley, they have 
also received support from spon-
sors, including providing French 
specialty dishes, products and 
wine. 

The event begins with the buffet 
at 7pm and will end at 9.30pm. 
The food section will display 
different French specialties in-
cluding coq-au-vin, gratin dau-
phinois, and also macarons and 
French desserts. There will also 
be a beverage section with juices 
and French wine.

Moncaut said that while the 
dishes were being prepared and 
sponsored by local restaurants 
the event is still “such a great 
opportunity as there is no French 
restaurant on island!” 

Tickets for the event are EC $125 
for Alliance Française members, 
EC $150 for non-members. 
Tickets can be purchased from 
the Alliance offices. Dress code 
is “elegant”.

Alliance Française will be hosting a special fundraiser on Saturday to mark Bastille Day.
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A country on 
autopilot?

Seemingly, the Opposition has agreed that the economy of St Kitts 
and Nevis isn’t doing badly. They are adamant, though that the current 
administration is incompetent to manage the said good economy, and 
they are preparing to retake the reins of power.

The Leader, in one of his appearances on radio, took credit for the 
boom in the economy, saying it was their seeds, planted over four years 
ago that are now yielding fruits.  They who watered, weeded, pruned, 
fertilized, chased away the monkeys and feral animals and ring-fenced 
the country, deserve none of the credit. They are incompetent!

As you ponder that claim, consider this scenario. You are sailing to St 
Maarten on a shopping trip. The captain starts the boat engines, sets the 
compass and leaves the boat to drift.  He doesn’t sit in the wheel house 
to  adjust course periodically.  Nobody checks the engines, and nobody 
checks on the passengers.  No-one mans the radio for messages from 
the port in St Maarten or neighbouring vessels.  The Captain sits at the 
Basseterre ferry terminal, claiming to be the best captain because he 
is steering the boat even as he sits at one of the bars, drinking a beer.  
Does this scenario inspire confidence in anyone?

Yet this is what the Opposition would have us believe.  And some 
actually do.

There is no doubt that some good was done by the former adminis-
tration - some would say a lot of good was done.  The economy was 
steered right, except for the period of painful re-structuring.  When 
you hold office for 20+ years, it is difficult not to achieve some level 
of success. But to deny that others could achieve growth in and of 
themselves is Machiavellian! 

At the same time, however, the sitting government must acknowledge 
the good that its predecessor achieved.  To deny this is to deny our 
history. 

It is time for our narrative to reflect our near universal adult literacy.  
Most of us are a thinking people, but we seem to love picong.  It is our 
view that a more enlightening dialogue is desired on all sides. 

Why can’t we all tell the truth?.
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Journey for Men’s Olympics 
soccer team begins

By Loshaun Dixon

The journey for the St. 
Kitts and Nevis U23 
team to qualify for the 
2020 Olympic games 
has begun as the team 
departed the Federation 
on Thursday for the 
qualifiers in Jamaica 
next week.

The team will first play 
a friendly in Antigua on 
Sunday before leaving 
that country for Jamaica 
for the first round of 
Olympic 2020 quali-
fication matches July 
17-21.

The technical staff for 
the team is made up 
of head coach Earl 
Jones, assistant coaches 
St. Clair Morris and 
Stephen Clark, physio 
Kenny Douglas, trainer 
Hance Richards, equip-
ment manager Roger 
Hendricks, goalkeep-
ing coach Jamal Jeffers, 

team doctor Dr. Carlton 
Williams and team man-
ager Jamir Claxton.

Speaking at the team’s 
final training session 
before they departed, 
Jones said they have 
been progressing well 
and the team had been 
growing from strength 
to strength.

“The guys are in full 
spirits we have an ex-
cellent coaching staff 
and management team. 
Everything is spot on,” 
Jones said.

Jones said that he was 
confident of doing 
well. He believed the 
team was one of the 
strongest U23 sides 
ever compiled for the 
Federation.

“It is a really good 
group and to me, it is 
the best we have seen 
over the past five to 
10 years. For me, this 

group can do well at 
the highest level.  We 
have some overseas-
based players com-
ing back to join us 
and that only makes 
us much stronger,” he 
said.

Raheem Somersall, a 
senior member of the 
team, also shared the 
coach’s confidence 
and noted that the team 
would be ready for any 
challenge.

“I have full confidence. 
I think that most of the 
players are prepared 
and honestly I feel like 
every game will be a 
challenge but it won’t 
be something that most 
the players have never 
seen,” said Somersall.

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
team will face Guyana, 
Dominica and host 
Jamaica with the top 
team in the group ad-
vancing to the second 

round.

The full St. Kitts and 
Nevis team is as fol-
lows: Zaykese Smith, 
Meneliek Gumbs, 
Javon Caines, Salas 
Cannonier, Ezrick 

Nicholls, Xavier 
French, Yusuf 
Saunders, Petrez 
Williams, Raheem 
Sommersal, Kejauni 
David, Yohannes 
Mitchum, Tyquan 
Terrell, Tyrese Shade, 

Gvaune Amory, Steve 
Archibald, Ronaldo 
Belgrove, Geovannie 
Lake, Ezer Browne, 
Romario Martin, Tahir 
Hanley, Tiquanny 
Williams and Nicquan 
Phipps 

Allers given 
bail again

A Fortlands mail who 
was arrested after vio-
lating his previous bail 
conditions has been 
granted bail again un-
der new conditions.

Ashley Allers was 
granted bail again on 
Saturday after hav-
ing been remanded 
to prison on January 
21. Allers had 
been found to have 
breached his previous 

bail conditions on 
December 26.

He was granted bail 
of EC $100,000 with 
seven conditions. 
He must report to 
Basseterre Police 
Station twice a week, 
observe a daily cur-
few, surrender any 
firearms in his pos-
session, surrender 
any travel docu-
ments and ‘keep the 

peace and be of good 
behaviour’.

Allers must also not 
make contact with 
the complainant his 
original criminal case 
and must not come 
within 100 metres of 
the complainant.  

He is set to appear 
at the Basseterre 
Magistrate Court on 
August 23.

The St. Kitts and Nevis U23 team with members of the SKNFA and the National Olympic Committee.
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SKELEC to introduce pay as you go feature
By Loshaun Dixon

The St. Kitts Electricity 
Company (SKELEC) 
is introducing a new 
payment plan it says 
aims to assist custom-
ers to better moni-
tor their electricity 
consumption.

The pay as you go or 
prepaid option will 
soon be off ered to 
customers where they 
will be able to better 
monitor their daily use 
of electricity and also 
improve on savings at 
the same time.

This new system will 
work similarly to a 
mobile phone service 
where you use the 
electricity for what has 
been paid for and when 
the credit runs out you 
will be disconnected.

“We will have that fa-
cility where you can 
top up and get your 

electricity and at the 
same time put some-
thing to your out-
standing debt,” said 
Minister of Energy Ian 
Liburd. 

The energy minister 
also addressed other 
initiatives that have al-
ready been introduced 
for customers to keep 
their lights on while 
paying their debt owed 
to SKELEC for larger 
bills from previous 
months.

“We have introduced 
a Diff ered Payment 
Arrangement (DPA) 
where people can pay 
the outstanding debt 
and keep their elec-
tricity on by paying 
their current bills.That 
has helped quite a bit 
of people keep their 
lights,” Liburd said.

SKELEC pub-
lic relations offi  cer 
Gawain Fraites said the 
new initiative would 

be a way for customers 
to save money.

“It means you are able 
to top up or power up 
your metre and when 
it is running out it will 
give you warnings 
three days in advance  
and if on the third day 
you don’t top up you 
will get disconnected 
and in order to recon-
nect you top up again 
and it happens right 
away.”

He said he had tested 
it and allowed his 
power to get discon-
nected and within 30 
seconds it came back 
on after payment.

“It is good because I 
actually get to moni-
tor how much I use 
and try and cut back 
on my usage. You will 
get a real-time usage 
everyday...It is really 
good for persons who 
are renting and per-
sons who are tenants 

and fi rst time home-
owners,” said Fraites.

He said there are oth-
er options including 
paying cash in store, 
cheque or credit card 
and the option to pay 
via your bank portal.

“The best way to pay 

though is via Ebiz. 
You pay by the card 
and as soon as you 
pay you see it up-
date on your account 
real-time.” 

Fraites said that with 
DPA, a customer who 
owed SKELEC could 
have their debt broken 

down over 12 months 
with their bill. 

Fraites also noted that 
there has not been 
an increase to the 
electricity fuel sur-
charge and implored 
all customer to pay 
their bills. 

SKELEC public relations offi  cer Gawain Fraites



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 12th, 2019LOCAL NEWS Page:7ADVERTISEMENT



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 12th, 2019 LOCAL NEWSPage:8

ECCB tripled profi ts
By Loshaun Dixon

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
more than tripled its 
net profi t over the last 
fi nancial year while 
growth in the Eastern 
Caribbean Currency 
Union (ECCU) also 
rose.

ECCB Governor 
Timothy Antoine said 
the bank delivered a 
net profi t of EC $32.7 
million, more than 
tripling the result of 
the previous fi nancial 
year.

Antoine said that the 
2018/2019 fi scal en-
vironment in which 
the bank operated was 
much more benign 
than the previous year 
when several ECCU 
countries were bat-
tered by unusually 
strong hurricanes. 

“While we count 

ourselves blessed to 
have been spared ad-
verse weather develop-
ments, we must remain 
laser-like in our focus 
to build resilience and 
reduce our vulnerabil-
ity to natural disasters 
and external shocks,” 
said Antoine.

“Despite the relatively 
fair weather dur-
ing the fi nancial year 
2018/2019, the global 
economic environment 
was less pleasant.”

Antoine added that real 
growth in the ECCU is 
estimated to have been 
3.3 percent in 2018, 
compared with 1.4 
percent in 2017. 

“While the perfor-
mance is encouraging, 
we recognise that it 
still falls short of the 
5 percent long-term 
growth target that is re-
quired to help accom-
plish socio-economic 
transformation of our 

member countries,” 
said Antoine.

Antoine said that their 
core mandate at the 
ECCB,  is to maintain 
a strong and stable EC 
dollar, which they did 
while also launching a 
digital currency pilot 
project.

He said the develop-
ment has the poten-
tial to reduce the use 
of physical cash, 
enhance payments 
system efficiency 
and financial inclu-
sion and “harden 
our financial system 
against crime in-
cluding, money 
laundering.”

Antoine said progress 
was being made by 
member governments 
towards the debt tar-
get of 60 percent of 
GDP by 2030. 

“As at the end of 
2018, the ECCU 

Debt to GDP ratio 
stood at 67.9 percent, 
the lowest it has been 
since 2000, when it 
was last below the 
70.0 percent mark.”

The ECCB governor 

said that to attain the 
5 percent growth tar-
get in the currency 
union it will require 
faster progress on 
several structural re-
forms including, im-
proving the business 

environment, mod-
ernising payments 
system, developing  
skills, more flexible 
labour markets and 
increased use of re-
newables in the en-
ergy mix.

Eastern Caribbean Central Bank Governor Timothy Antoine 
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Summer football camp 
‘gears up’ for 15th year 

By Monique Washington 

Over 50 children be-
tween the ages of 5 to 
16 years old will be 
participating in The 
Emmanuel Richards 
Summer Football 
Camp which will be 
celebrating its 15th 
year.

The camp is held for 
two weeks and begins 
on  July 15 and ends 
on July 26. The camp 
will be held at the 
St. Thomas primary 
school from 9-12p.m. 
Football is played 
competitively in Nevis 
at the primary school 
level once a year, be-
tween November to 
December.

Emmanuel “Eddy 
Caines” Richards 

told The Observer 
he was proud of the 
camp though it has 
had its ups and downs 
and looks forward to 
“continuity into the 
future”.

“Fifteen years, the 
camp has had its ups 
and downs in terms 
of registration. The 
numbers have grown 
from when we began 
but sometimes our 
numbers might be 
in the 40’s one year, 
60’s another year, 50’s 
another year and so 
forth,” he said.

The children who at-
tend the camp will 
learn how to dribble, 
how to pass the ball 
properly, how to head 
up the ball properly, 
they will learn how to 
kick to the goal and 

controlling. 

“When you are play-
ing football the basics 
count,” he said.

Along with learning 
skills of the sport, 
children will be taught 
life skills such as dis-
cipline toward others, 
how to be respectful 
and the skill of the 
game. Participants 
will also have dif-
ferent sessions with 
persons representing 
different sponsorship 
institutions.

Richards said that one 
of the goals of the 
camp is to keep chil-
dren away from gangs 
and gang activities. 

“The children have 
a love for the game. 
It keeps them out of 

trouble. The thing 
about it is that we 
try to keep them 
away from the gangs. 
Children from all over 
the island attend this 
camp. They all have 
to come together,” he 
said. 

Richards said that he 
keeps in touch with 
many of the people 
who have passed 
through the pro-
gramme over the past 
15 years and even en-
couraged some of the 
past participants to 
come back and help to 
coach.

“Normally I have past 
participants come 
back and help. They 
come and show their 
skills they would 
have gained from the 
program. They can 

come and teach and 
still learn at the same 
time,” he said.

Richards noted that 

the camp would not 
have been possible 
without the help of 
sponsors. 

Emmanuel Caines speaking at the opening of a past 
football camp 
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENTVacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

New Vibes Real Vibes 
Bar & Snackette
 Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

Vacancy

Need Cleaner
Contact: 764-7900

Vacancy

Sam’s Carpentry 
is seeking a car-
penter must have 3 
years experience 
contact- 6636245

Vacancy

Kebo’s Garage
Needs a Secretary 
& Cashier
Contact: 667-1967

Vacancy

Needs One reliable 
male, between ages 
of 25 to 40 years
Must have knowledge 
of carpentry and be 
able to do minor repairs
Limited Supervision 
and have a driv-
ers license
Contact: 664-9349

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms, 
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy
H & H
One Sales Clerk
Contact: 660-9790

Vacancy
One Sales Person
Juana Boutique
Contact: 665-6682

Vacancy
R & B Farming
One Farmer
Contact: 668-9094

Vacancy

Banyan Tree Farm
Seeking Gardener
Contact : 665-2462

Vacancy

Diamond Bar

Needs a Salesperson

Contact: 660-5569

Vacancy

Zoe Sensational Life

Occupational 
Physio Therapist

Naturopathic Doctor & 
Organic Pastry Baker

Contact:660-3647
Vacancy

CK’S Landscaping

Nursery Attendant/ 
Landscaping

Contact : 667-6155

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

Linkup Bar & Snackett
Seeking Cook & 
Bartender with five 
years experience
Contact: 660-0708 
or 663-0392

Vacancy

Survival Bar
Needs one Bartender
Contact : 668-8525

Vacancy

Wesk Limited
Seeking One 
Deck Hand
Contact : 663-4167

Vacancy

Bernard Construction 
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact  :668-2752

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Felicity Sewing Shop 
is looking for an as-
sistant if interested
Contact # 765-4551
Email: felicitisewing-
shop@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

SPIRITUALITY

Specilize in all 
types of spiritua-l 
works- sickness
 Removing of 
evils-Blockages 
Clearances- Success-
Prosperity
Reading- ECT-
 Contact - 
+ 15926305590 
or Whatsapp 
- +15926305590.

Vacancy

Universal Beauty Salon
Seeking Hairdresser 
& Nail Tech
Contact: 765-2969

Vacancy

COCOLOSPM
One sales person
Contact: 6679122
Vacancy

Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
/662-9010Vacancy

Brookes Haulage
Vacancy Available for a
LABORER
Please call 
869.662.8765 MR 
Brookes (Owner)
or 869.469.2744(Office)
Vacancy

T & T Security Service
Needs Security Officer
Contact : 661-4856 /
 762-3233

Vacancy

Jamaican Bakery
Needs Bakery Assistant
Contact # 660-6196

Vacancy

Anthony Construstion 
seeking a housekeep
6692262

Handyman 
needed

Building maintenance 
3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy 
Available for a

LABORER

Please call 
869.662.8765 MR 
Brookes (Owner) 
or 869.469.2744(Office)

Vacancy 

Sales Purchase Manager for jewelry Working 
Hours 9am - 5pm must be able to work on Sundays 
when ship in port. 

Apply to: Diamond Island

Unit 10, Building #2, Port Zante, Basseterre 

Email Diamond.Island@yahoo.com

Vacancy

Colors Duty Free 
Jewellers is seeking a 
watch horologist must 
have 5 years experi-
ence and watch horol-
ogy training. 465-2030

Vacancy 

Sharky's is seeking two 
retail store supervisor 
with 3 years experience. 
Spanish speaking will be 
an asset.Please send ap-
plication to hareshsada-
rangani@yahoo.com

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Ayshaun TysonNow residing in 
Stoney Grove in the  Parish of ST. 
John’s  do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on  Today, 20th

 Day of August 2019  next to the 
District Magistrate  At Charlestown  
for a Beer Licence in respect of my 

Premises in Stoney Grove  
in St John’s Parish

Dated this 11th day of January, 2019.

Signed: ATyson

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, FRANK CORBIE Now residing 
in JONES ESTATE    in  St.James 
Parish  do hereby give you notice

That it is my intention to ap-
ply on 27th Day of August ,2019  
next to the District Magistrate

At Charlestown for a  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Jones Estate in 
St James Parish, Nevis

Dated this 1st day of July 2019.

Signed: FCorbie

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Jermaine Benn Now resid-
ing in Ottleys Street in the town 
or  Village of ST. John’s Parish, 
Nevis do hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply 
on  Today, 13th Day of May 2019 
next to the District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Beer Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Cedar 
Tree  Street in Charlestown

Dated this 13th day of May, 2019.

Signed: JBenn
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Gang members sought own 
peace: Saunders

By Loshaun Dixon

Rumours that gangs 
are being paid to keep 
the peace are “ex-
tremely unfortunate”, 
considering the col-
lective efforts of the 
gangs themselves to 
end violence, National 
Security Adviser in the 
Ministry of National 
Security (Ret.) Major 
General Stewart 
Saunders said.

“Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 
It is totally false and 
extremely unfortunate 
especially regard-
ing the collective ap-
proach,” Saunders said 
in an interview on Ziz 
Radio.

Saunders said the “col-
lective approach”, a 
peace initiative by 
gang members, began 
after a spate of murders 
in the Federation that 
left seven people dead.

“After the spate of 
murders in February 
something very strange 
happened, the gangs 
themselves started to 
indicate that they want 
to put an end to violence 
amongst themselves 
and communities,” said 
Saunders.

He said the gang mem-
bers believed the ho-
micides, trauma and 
attraction of youth to 

gang culture was creat-
ing a negative impact 
on the community as 
well as themselves.

“The members indicat-
ed they wanted an end 
to violent activities and 
enquired about ways 
and means that they 
could be assisted in 
creating a peaceful en-
vironment and change 
current lifestyles,’ said 
Saunders.

“A situation like that is 
a most unusual situa-
tion [and was] brought 

to my attention. 
Unusual in the sense 
that I had never before 
heard nor experienced 
such a request coming 
from the at-risk and 
marginalised groups of 
persons in society.”

Saunders said that the 
gang members who 
were serious about 
moving away from 
violence were set up 
with “team members” 
who came up with an 
interim strategy for the 
matter. He refused to 
identify the members 

of that team but noted 
they were individu-
als who had the trust 
of both the former 
gang members and the 
government and were 
not law enforcement 
officers

Saunders said that the 
government was help-
ing by offering assis-
tance in the form of 
opportunities for jobs, 
to start businesses as 
well as other areas. 
He said there were 
“no handouts” but that 
some payments were 

made for legitimate 
work completed.

“Our discussion stress-
es the fact that there 
will be no handouts of 
money to any group 
or individual. Monies 
paid would be repre-
sentative of compen-
sation for work done 
by individuals and has 
been checked and veri-
fied as being satisfac-
tory when completed,” 
he said.

He added that no mat-
ter what assistance was 
provided, the rule of 
law still applied to all 
individuals at all times. 
Saunders added that 
the rumours of hand-
outs had created some 
‘challenges’ but did 
not elaborate on this 
during the interview.

He added that when 
the government re-
alised that gang 
members themselves 
wanted to work to 
tend violence their re-
sponse was “urgent”.

“We realised that 
this was something 
that needed an ur-
gent response and set 
ourselves some im-
mediate tasks. We had 
to determine who are 
the parties who are 
involved and wanted 
these new develop-
ments,” said Saunders.

“We determined how 

serious they were 
about the request for 
assistance, we estab-
lished the root causes 
amongst their groups 
that created extreme 
violent confrontations 
resulting ultimately in 
the loss of life.” 

He said once they 
embarked upon the 
assistance, the team 
members met with 
gang members about 
how they could change 
their own behaviour 
and leave violence be-
hind them. 

“We determined how 
we need to treat the 
victims of violence 
who are already trau-
matised by gang in-
duced incidents and 
determined the extent 
of immediate support 
needed as an interven-
tion strategy.”

Saunders said it was 
just an interim strat-
egy as all the develop-
ments took place in a 
short space of time.

“The primary aim of 
this particular strat-
egy was to engage 
the at-risk population, 
ascertain existing 
problems and create 
properly structured 
legitimate activities 
geared to bring about 
the desired behavioral 
changes required by a 
law-abiding society.”

National Security Adviser in the Ministry of National Security (Ret.) Major General 
Stewart Saunders.
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OMG!!!

HURRICANE!

Ge�ing Ready Part 1

Are You Ready for the
Hurricane Season?
You can never be too prepared.  

Follow Massy United Insurance and

our chara�ers Bill & Jim this hurricane

season for tips and more at

www.massyunitedinsurance.com or

visit our Facebook and In�agram pages.

MEET NEIGHBOURS BILL AND JIM, AND THEIR FAMILIES

Massy United Insurance Ltd.

Unit A2 The Sands Complex, Basseterre

T 869 466 5006
www.massyunitedinsurance.com

THEY ARE ABOUT TO START THEIR DAY

WHEN THEY GET A HURRICANE ALERT
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Taiwanese president 
to arrive on Nevis 
for historic visit

By Monique Washington 

The venue has been 
set, invitations handed 
out and practice runs 
completed all for the 
arrival of Taiwan’s 
President Tsai Ing-
wen, who on Sunday 
will become the fi rst 
president of that coun-
try to set visit Nevis.

Tsai is on a four-
country, state visit to 
the Caribbean. Her 
delegation will visit 
Haiti, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines and St. 
Lucia on a 12-day trip.

Tsai’s presidential 
party will comprise of 
more than 100 people 
and is expected to 

spend about four days 
and three nights in St. 
Kitts and Nevis from 
July 13 to July 16.

This past week, peo-
ple have been busy 
preparing the site of 
Pinney’s Park for a 
visit by Tsai. Tents 
have been erected and 
the area cleaned. On 
Wednesday a dry run 
mimicking the arrival 
of Tsai was held. 

The Observer was in-
formed that Tsai will 
arrive on Nevis Sunday 
via Oualie Pier.  A brief 
welcoming ceremony 
will be held on-site. 
Tsai will then journey 
to the site of Pinney’s 
Park, a project that is 
being funded with the 
help of Taiwan. There, 

she has been given 
the honour to till the 
fi rst soil to symbolise 
the commencement of 
the construction of the 
park.

The Premier of Nevis 
Mark Brantley noted 
weeks ago that while 
several of Taiwan’s 
presidents have vis-
ited St. Kits, this will 
be the fi rst time any 
Taiwanese president 
will visit Nevis. 

“I believe that is sig-
nifi cant for us,” he 
said.

The new park is esti-
mated to cost US$3 
million. The Nevis 
Island Administration 
has set aside US 
$370,000 for the park 

while the Taiwanese 
government is set to 
fund the remainder. 
The project is expect-
ed to begin in August 
with construction 

taking two years to be 
completed.

Though the arrival of 
Tsai is a historic oc-
casion for the island 

of Nevis, the ground-
breaking ceremony is 
said to be an invitation-
only ceremony event.

President Tsai Ing-Wen is set to visit the Federation from July 13-16
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Female referees to France for training 
By Loshaun Dixon

As the Women’s foot-
ball World Cup was 
winding down in 
France on Sunday, two 
women referees from 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
were heading to that 
country to participate 
in a fi ve-day training 
seminar. 

Referees Shandor 

Wilkinson and 
Assistant Referee 
Ulinda Warner were 
the representatives 
from St. Kitts and 
Nevis for the training 
exercise. The train-
ing is designed to help 
enhance the refereeing 
skills while providing 
exposure to high-level 
competition for the 
participants. 

Head of the St. Kitts 

and Nevis Football 
Association (SKNFA) 
Referees Department 
and FIFA referee in-
structor Malcolm 
Ramsey gave a syn-
opsis of the training 
exercise:

“It’s sponsored by 
Equal Playing Field, 
an international body 
for football referring 
in collaboration with 
FIFA. They will have 

the opportunity to 
referee a World Long 
Game…They will 
be doing a 90-min-
ute game, they will 
be doing a fi ve-a-side 
tournament and they 
will have regular train-
ing throughout the 
seminar.”

Ramsey said this train-
ing presents a big op-
portunity for the two 
women referees and 
was a proud moment 
for the Federation.

“This is the fi rst time 
we are sending any-
body from St. Kitts 
and Nevis as it relates 
to females anywhere 
for referee [training]. 

It’s a big moment not 
only for these two 
young ladies, Shandor 
and Ulinda, but also 
for referees in St. Kitts 
and Nevis,” Ramsey 

said.

“It shows us that if you 
work hard and you are 
committed, that the op-
portunities are endless. 
I am very confi dent 
that they are prepared 
and they will do well.”

Wilkinson said she 
was elated to be a part 
of the programme and 
explained some of 
what they will be par-
ticipating in.

“Basically we are go-
ing to be on and off  the 
fi eld,” said Wilkinson. 
“Each referee will be 
given 90 minutes. We 
are going to have a 
fi ve-a-side game as 
well where players 
will be subbing in and 
out.” 

President of the 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
Football Association 

Anthony Johnson 
said this development 
bodes well for the im-
provement of offi  ciat-
ing in local football and 
presents opportunities 
for the candidates to 
progress in their ca-
reers internationally.

“It’s an excellent op-
portunity for them 
personally to advance 
their own career with a 
view to one day, in the 
not too distant future, 
become recognised as 
international FIFA of-
fi cial referees.” 

Ramsey said the ul-
timate goal is for 
Wilkinson and Warner 
to become FIFA 
International Referees. 

Warner has been an as-
sistant referee for three 
years while Wilkinson 
has been offi  ciating 
since 2016.

Female referees Ulinda Warner (left) and Wilkinson (right) before leaving for France



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 12th, 2019 LOCAL NEWSPage:16 ADVERTISEMENT

JOB OPPURTUNITY  

We are looking for a resturant  Project Manger 

Must have Minimum experience 2 years in resturant business 

Must speak spanish and english fluently  

Knowledge of computer & pos system 

Honest & hardworking  with pleasing personality 

Contact 869-664-2233 or emails @ latinitalian18@gmail.com 
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St. Kitts and Nevis argues for attention 
at the World Heritage Committee

St. Kitts and Nevis 
started its participa-
tion at the 43rd session 
of the World Heritage 
Committee in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, by urg-
ing for more attention 
and resources to be 
deployed to boost the 
institutional capacity 
of small island devel-
oping states (SIDS) in 
identifying and prepar-
ing heritage sites for 
ultimate inscription on 
the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

Accompanied by 
Mr. Percival Hanley, 
General Manager of the 
Brimstone Hill Fortress 
National Park and of-
ficial representative of 
the Federation to the 
Committee, Dr. David 
Doyle, Ambassador of 
St. Kitts and Nevis to 
UNESCO, made this 
intervention on the first 
day at the general debate 
on the World Heritage 
Centre activities and 
implementation of its 
worldwide programme.

Noting that the list of 
both natural and his-
toric sites on the World 
Heritage List had now 
reached 1,092 sites, 
Doyle stated that “a 
remarkably small per-
centage of these sites 
are located in SIDS, 
covering jurisdictions 
in the

Caribbean, Indian 

and Pacific regions”. 
“Slightly over 2% of all 
heritage sites on the list 
relate to small islands, 
which speaks volumes 
about the need to as-
sign a higher priority to 
these countries in terms 
of capacity-building 
assistance”.

Before an audience 
comprising some 
193 State Parties to 
the World Heritage 
Convention, and the 
21 state members of 
the world heritage 
Committee - which now 
includes St. Kitts and 
Nevis since 2018.

Doyle urged that, “rec-
ognition be made of 
the inherently limited 
nature of institutional 
capacity in SIDS, which 
acts as an impediment 
in identifying, inven-
torying and proposing 
potential heritage sites 
of historical and cultural 
interest to the UNESCO 
world heritage list”.

He concluded by under-
lining the need for SIDS 
to be raised up the re-
source-allocation agen-
da, both at UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris 
and within the world 
heritage committee.

Hanley, interviewed 
on the fringes of the 
opening debates at the 
Committee in Baku by 
the Azerbaijan state TV 

network, noted that “this 
world heritage commit-
tee session, expertly 
hosted by Azerbaijan, 
is a pivotal opportunity 
for St. Kitts and Nevis 
to secure insights into 
best practice and lever-
age the Federation’s 
presence here to negoti-
ate technical assistance 
from more experienced 
and well-endowed 

State Parties of the 
Convention”.

Under the auspices 
of the Hon. Minister 
Shawn Richards, re-
sponsible for UNESCO 
affairs, the representa-
tives from St. Kitts and 
Nevis both acknowl-
edged the need to posi-
tion the country over the 
next three years of its 

world heritage commit-
tee mandate, to promul-
gate the SIDS cultural 
heritage agenda.

Visibly, no time was 
lost in making this point 
in the first day of the 
Committee proceedings 
and some wording is 
being proposed by our 
representatives to be in-
corporated into the Baku 

Declaration on the pro-
tection of cultural and 
natural heritage.

SKN was elected to 
the World Heritage 
Committee in November 
2017 for a period of four 
years and will be the only 
small island developing 
state on the Committee 
when Cuba stands down 
after the Baku session.

SKELEC urges sign-ups for online services
The St. Kitts Electricity Company 
Ltd. (SKELEC) is encouraging its 
customers to sign up for “E-biz”, 
an e-billing service which the com-
pany says “provides efficient access 
to information and the convenience 
of paying bills online.”

SKELEC said e-billing service al-
lows customers to see their bill total 
online as soon as it is released.

“Instead of waiting for a postman 
to bring the mail days later after the 
billing cycle is complete, persons 

can instead log into their E-biz 
account or sign in to their email 
to view the monthly charges,” 
SKELEC’s Gawain Fraites said. 

Information including the billing 
period and usage figures will give 
customers further insight into their 
energy consumption. Figures go 
back as far as three years, which is 
particularly useful for those inter-
ested in comparing their long-term 
usage. The paperless option will 
have a positive impact on the en-
vironment but persons can still opt 

to receive a printed bill delivered 
through the mail.

Customers can choose to pay the 
bill online, which might be userful 
for persons who live overseas or 
rent out their homes.

Reporting faults can also be done 
through the E-biz option. This ex-
tends to issues within the home and 
the street where persons live.

“Once you log in we know where 
you are,” Fraites said, noting that 

the customers’ physical address 
will be saved when the account is 
created. This will allow officials to 
immediately know the location and 
despatch technicians to address the 
fault.

“We are trying to get more of our 
customers online,” he indicated. “... 
You can log in on a computer, tab-
let, on the phone – we are getting a 
new phone web portal. We are also 
getting an [mobile] app done spe-
cifically for that. It’s just to make it 
easier for our customers.
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Nevis fi re offi  cer 
complains of 

bad conditions
By Monique Washington 

Fire offi  cers at Fire Hall 
at the Vance Amory 
International  Airport 
have been serving un-
der allegedly unsanitary 
and unsafe conditions 
at the building which 
houses them, according 
to one offi  cer who con-
tacted The Observer.  

Late last week, The 
Observer was sent im-
ages of the living con-
ditions at the Fire Hall 
which depicted wet ceil-
ings, unfi nished bath-
rooms, water-soaked 
fl oors, broken windows 
and wet personal items. 
Fire offi  cers are re-
quired to stay the night 
at the building while on 
duty. Currently, there 
are 14 fi re offi  cers that 
utilise the building.

After the pictures were 
sent to The Observer, 
new photos depicting a 
dilapidated fi re hall ap-
peared on social media. 
The Observer has been 
informed that the fol-
lowing day a meeting 
was held.

“After the meeting per-
sons came in to do an 
assessment. The elec-
trician came and deter-
mined that nothing can 
be done with the faulty 
wiring. A truck came 
and pumped the septic 
to the back. Behind by 
that septic was always 
saturated with water and 
always had a stench,” 
one fi re offi  cer who is 
stationed at the hall told 
The Observer. The fi re 
offi  cer has requested 
anonymity because 
of fear of disciplinary 
action.

“In the next two weeks 
we will be moved over 
to a house close to the 
airport, but that will be 
just for sleeping. We 
still have to come back 
to these conditions to 

work,” the fi re offi  cer 

said.

The Observer made 
several attempts to 
contact the Permanent 
Secretary of National 
Security Osmond Petty 
for comment but was 
not successful.

The fi re offi  cer alleges 
that the improver liv-
ing conditions had been 
going on for some time 
and some had consid-
ered a strike. However, 
they were told this was 

not possible as they are 

essential workers.

“This hasn’t just started. 
We didn’t just start to 
complain,” said the 
fi re offi  cer. “We have 
thought about striking. 
We have received let-
ters from the higher-ups 
advising that we cannot 
strike because we are 
essential workers.”

“Without us the airport 
cannot open, without us 
the tower cannot open. 
So what can we do?” 

Water around a closet drenches personal eff ects, ac-
cording to a fi re offi  cer who has asked for anonymity.

Water around the sleeping area where fi re offi  cers sleep 
at the Vance Amory International Airport on Nevis. The 
fi re offi  cers sleeping location has since been moved to 

another location.
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Caricom leadership ‘illuminating’: Harris
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
Dr. Timothy Harris 
has said that his six 
months as chairman of 
CARICOM has high-
lighted the importance 
of the region coming 
together for the benefit 
of the member states.

Harris made his com-
ments during a fare-
well address at a 
meeting of Caricom 
heads of states in St. 
Lucia where he handed 
over the chairmanship 
of the regional boy to 
his colleague Prime 
Minister of St. Lucia 
Allen Chastenet.

“The past six months 
have been very illu-
minating for me. They 
have made me even 
more aware of the ef-
forts that must be in-
fused to ensure that 
our integration move-
ment keeps on track,” 
said Harris.

He noted that though 
CARICOM was not 
perfect there are 

improvements happen-
ing every day.

“There certainly are 
some imperfections, 
but it has been argued 
that it is improving ev-
ery day.:

“Yes, there has been 
progress...but this 
progress has been in-
cremental while our 
challenges have expo-
nentially increased.”

Speaking to the in-
tegration movement, 
Harris said that in-
tegration as a region 
ought to remain a focus 
after challenges in that 
area had increased. 

“Our inherent vulner-
abilities as small island 
developing states com-
pounded by the grow-
ing existential threats 
do not allow us the 
luxury of time. 

If we are to merely 
survive we must accel-
erate our processes of 
common action, if we 
are to thrive we must 
be transformational 
and not incremental,” 
Harris said. The prime 

minister said that the 
volatility of the geo-
political climate and 
the erosion of global 
principles among other 
challenges required 
a sense of urgency to 
determine the pace of 
advancement. 

“The continual assault 
on every comparative 
niche advantage that 
we strive to carve out 
all these necessitate a 
sense of urgency and 
continuous self-critical 
and unsentimental as-
sessment to determine 
whether the pace of 
progress in the com-
munity is commiserate 
to the magnitude of 
our challenges,” Harris 
said.

Harris noted that com-
ing together as a re-
gion was important for 
small states to have an 
impact on the global 
stage.

“We come together 
as a region because 
we recognise that ag-
gregation of our de-
mographics gives us 
a viable market mask, 
that the combination of 

our respective advan-
tages makes us more 
competitive, and that 
the resolve of our unity 
is what will make us 
assailable strong.”

He also noted that 

CARICOM had a role 
to play helping to re-
solve the political crisis 
in Venezuela, stating 
some of their princi-
pled approaches should 
be the non-interference 
in the internal affairs 

of Venezuela, inviola-
bility of the sovereign 
state, respect for de-
mocracy, rule of law 
and the constitution of 
Venezuela as well as 
peace and resolution of 
conflict.

Prime Minister Dr. Timothy Harris speaking at CARICOM Heads of Government Sum-
mit in St. Lucia

New foundation seeks 
community connection

By Monique Washington 

The Nevis Community 
Foundation (NCF) a newly 
established foundation is 
looking to connect people 
and causes.

NCF was established in 
2018 by locals to raise en-
dowment funds to enhance 
the educational, economic, 
health and welfare, environ-
mental and cultural well-be-
ing of the people of Nevis.

The Observer spoke with 
NCF chief executive 
Glendale Herbert who said 
the foundation was in its 
second stage after initially 
receiving support from a 
sister organisation in the 

U.S. Virgin Islands.

“Our sister organization, The 
Virgin Island Foundation is 
one of the more successful 
foundations in the region,” 
said Herbert.

“They have been a guide to 
us in terms of this business. 
They have been quite help-
ful to us,” Herbert said.

Herbert said they have set up 
a legal structure and is now 
foccused on publicising the 
foundation and reaching out 
to potential donors, includ-
ing setting up a system to 
enable donors outside of 
Nevis to receive tax benefits 
for their gifts.

“Our second-year focus will 

be on building the fund and 
making sure that the pub-
lic knows that we are here 
and to access funding,” he 
said.

Advisor to the NCF John 
Mellor said the foundation 
is in contact with a number 
of persons who are willing 
to donate.

“We have had a lot of in-
teraction for persons who 
wants to make sure that 
their money is being spent 
wisely,” he said.

“With registration we will 
be able to provide an open 
book on what money is 
raised and what money 
was passed on. We will act 
like a bridge between the 

community and the people 
who have the money to 
share.”

The primary targets for 
philanthropic giving will 
be individuals, families, 
and businesses with links 
to Nevis inlcuding expats 
with homes on Nevis, and 
both Nevisians living lo-
cally and abroad.

The are also looking for 
contributors for endow-
ment funds that will be 
named in honour of the 
door. The minimum for 
this to merit the adminis-
trative costs of a separate 
fund would be a minimum 
of US $60,0000.

Herbert said that most of 

the donations will be pro-
vided by a one-off grant, or 
annual giving over a period 
of years. The initial target 
is to raise US $1 million 
from philanthropic giving 
in the first 12 months. The 
aim will be to more than 
double the capital base 
within the first 5 years.

Herbert said the founda-
tion will be non- political.

“We are completely nonpo-
litical.We have no associa-
tion with this government 
or future government. The 
foundation wants to work 
with the administration but 
it is not about who are in 
the administration,” said 
Herbert.
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Business and 
government 
meet for EU 

partnership.
By Kenichi Serino

A consultation held 
by CARIFORUM 
and the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Ministry of 
International Trade 
was held this week 
to help local service 
providers learn how 
they can take advan-
tage of an Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) with the 
European Union.

“What we are attempt-
ing to do here is go 
into the [EPA] treaty 
and examine the provi-
sions of the treaty and 
try to provide informa-
tion to the stakehold-
ers in St. Kitts [on] 
what the opportunities 
might be in the treaty,” 
CARIFORUM direc-
tor-general Percival 
Marie told The 
Observer.

“The agreement cov-
ers trade and goods 
and services, and on 
the services, we as a 
region have not done a 
lot of work frankly due 
to a lack of knowledge 
as to what the opportu-
nities are,” he said.

Marie said that un-
der the EPA, which 
was signed in 2008, 
service providers in 
the Caribbean region 
should be able to pro-
vide work to EU com-
panies.  He said there 
was a “huge area of 
potential” which had 
not yet been tapped 
into. Marie used as an 
example musicians 
who could provide ser-
vices in the EU.

“One good reggae 
singer from Jamaica 
earns more foreign cur-
rency for the country 
than the entire banana 

industry,” he said.

He suggested that local 
businesses could sell 
tourism services by 
opening travel agen-
cies in EU capitals or 
medical schools could 
attract more European 
students.

“It’s just a matter of 
thinking outside the 
box as to what the op-
portunities are,” said 
Marie.

“Let’s see if the treaty 
provides facilitation 
for the trade and ser-
vices, services that we 
can provide at a com-
petitive advantage.”

“We’re trying to sensi-
tise persons including 
government as to what 
opportunities can be 
taken advantage of,” 
he said. Singled out 
for praise during the 
meeting was manage-
ment consultant Dr. 
Christine Walwyn, 
who had been able to 
take advantage of the 
EPA.

Walwyn told The 
Observer that she had 
successfully gotten 
work using the EPA, 
including contracts from 
companies in Belgium 
and Crete. However, she 
said the results had been 
mixed.

“To be honest with you, 
I’ve submitted contracts 
in my own name as well 
as other Caribbean con-
sultants but we’ve never 
gotten it on our own. 
Upfront, you need to 
have the insurance and 
the major bank accounts 
and we don’t have that,” 
Walwyn said.

“When the EPA came 
out I thought ‘yes, great 
wonderful’, we would 

team up and do our own 
thing but it has not been 
successful in that area.”

Walwyn said large con-
tracts still go to large 
European consultancies 
with the work she has 
been getting as a result 
of being contracted as a 
secondary consultant by 
those consultancies. “So 
in terms of the big bucks 
we’re not getting it be-
cause we’re only getting 
the secondary work,” 
she said.

Marie acknowledged 
that “capacity is always 
a limitation” but said 
Caribbean businesses 
should still look at 
how they can take ad-
vantage of the EPA.

“What we have to do 
is look at markets, 
look at what segment, 
where in the value 
change we want to fi t 
ourselves. We may not 
be able to do all op-
erations but we may 
be able to do a service 
that leads to another 
service,” Marie said.

Walwyn said the 
work under the EPA 
has been a “step-
ping stone” to getting 
other work outside 
of Europe. However, 

competition remains 
diffi  cult as fi nding 
consultant work re-
quires travel and 

membership in asso-
ciations, all of which 
are expensive propo-
sitions. “What keeps 

us back? Finance. 
Finance is the major 
issue.”

CARIFORUM director-general Percival Marie speaks at an event on the Economic Partnership Agreement with the 
European Union at the Royal St. Kitts Hotel on Tuesday.
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