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14th annual Emmanuel 
Richards Football Camp

Children to learn discipline, 
respect, football skills

By Monique Washington 

Fifty, age five-to-15 foot-
ballers will learn discipline, 
respect, team work, and 
football skills during the 
two-week-long Emmanuel 
Richards Summer Football 
Camp.

The14th annual football 
camp began Monday (July 
16). Registrants are attending 
the 9 a.m.-noon camp, which 
is facilitating children ages 
5-15 from at the St. Thomas’ 
Primary School grounds.

Speaking with The Observer, 
camp operator Emmanuel 
Richards said “I want them 

to learn discipline, respect, 
and more about God, because 
God comes first in every-
body’s life. Every morning 
we will have devotions. I 
am expecting each and ev-
ery child in this programme 
to leave here as friends and 
keeping gangs out of their 
head. They are supposed to 
be able leave New Castle 
and go to Gingerland and 
from Gingerland to Town 
and from Town to Brown 
Hill. They are supposed to be 
able to travel through Nevis 
without any interference. 
That is why this program 
has been so successful. All 
these children come togeth-
er and there is no animosity 
between them.”  Richards 

explained, when it comes to 
playing football, “This year, 
children who have attended 
for a number of years will 
move into more advanced 
training, while newcomers 
and young participants will 
go through the basics. 

Skills taught in football in-
clude, how to pass the ball 
properly, how to head up the 
ball properly, how to kick 
to the goal, how to control 
the ball and how to dribble 
the ball. Richards said Kel 
Perry and three assistants 
from the Department of 
Youth and Sports will help 
him coach 

During the opening 

ceremony, Minister of Youth 
and Sports in the Nevis 
Island Administration, Hon. 
Eric Evelyn acknowledged 
the importance of the camp 
as it relates to children’s 
health. with exercise. 

“Non-communicable dis-
eases are on the rise,” Hon. 
Evelyn said. “Some of our 
children are not fit, not eat-
ing properly, not exercis-
ing. This camp as a way to 
exercise.” 

Evelyn wished program 
well.

Camp sponsors are: Nevis 
Multi Line; the Premier 
of Nevis, Honorable 

Mark Brantley; Bank of 
Nevis; Social Security; 
Nevis Spring Water; 
Nevis Bakery; NEVLEC; 
Kay Electrical Services; 
CIBC First Caribbean; St. 
Kitts and Nevis National 
Bank;, S.L. Horsfords and 
Company; and Dan Ready 
Mix Concrete. 

Carl Pembeton, S.L. 
Horsfors and Company 
representative, urged the 
youths to “be serious and 
pay attention. This training 
is good and beneficial.” 

“If you work hard you 
can achieve anything,” 
Pembeton concluded. 
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HE Huggins 
accredited in Japan

Her Excellency 
Jasmine Huggins, the 
Federation’s newly 
accredited Non-
resident Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to 
Japan presented her 
letters of credence on 
July 5 to His Majesty, 
Emperor Akihito at 
the Imperial Palace in 
Tokyo.

During the exchange, 
His Majesty, Emperor 
Akihito, Ambassador 
Huggins conveyed 
greetings on behalf 
of His Excellency the 
Governor General, 
Sir Tapley Seaton 
QCMG, CVO, JP and 
the Government and 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and extended 
best wishes to His 
Majesty for his health 
and the welfare of citi-
zens of Japan.

A m b a s s a d o r 
Huggins also had the 

opportunity to meet 
with the Hon. Minister 
of Environment and 
Minister of State for 
Nuclear Emergency 
Preparedness Mr. 
Masuharu Nakagawa 
who also attend-
ed the Ceremony 
and Ambassador 
Takahiro Nakamae, 
Assistant Minister, 
Director-General of 
Latin American and 
Caribbean Affairs 
Bureau.

During her brief meet-
ing with the Hon. 
Minister Nakagawa, 
Ambassador Huggins 
expressed St. Kitts and 
Nevis’ gratitude to the 
Government of Japan 
for its past and contin-
ued support especially 
in the area of disaster 
preparedness. Hon 
Minister Nakagawa 
noted that the 
Government of Japan 
is pleased with its con-
tribution to disaster 

preparedness proj-
ects in the Federation 
and was particularly 
happy that Nevisians 
were able to shelter 
from last years’ hur-
ricane in emergency 
shelters that were ren-
ovated with the finan-
cial assistance of the 
Government of Japan. 
The Hon. Minister also 
pledged his govern-
ment’s commitment to 
doing more to help the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis in this area.

St. Kitts and Nevis 
formally established 
diplomatic relations 
with Japan in January, 
1985.

Her Excellency 
Jasmine Huggins is 
also St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
resident Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan).

Emperor Akihito welcomes Jasmin Huggins, the new ambassador of Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, at the Ceremony of the Presentation of Credentials at the Imperial Palace on 

July 5. (Photo by the Imperial Household Agency)



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 20th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:4

EDITORIAL

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams
Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis
POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive
Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.
Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907
Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891
Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Messages in 
calypso. 

Politics and violence. Violence and politics. Violence in politics. The politics 
of violence. It is those two issues in their various permutations that are fuelling 
Culturama 44, certainly in the calypso arena. This should come as no surprise 
to anyone, given what is happening in our society today. 

We also note political songs in a non election year. 

Sadly we have already begun to sing along to the calypsoes, latching on to their 
entertainment value rather than to the strong messages contained in them. We 
can be briefly forgiven for this because the songs have been truly craftily but 
together. There is talent indeed in the country. 

There is also information in this country that the Police desperately need in 
order to solve these murders and other crimes, but people are not telling. How 
can we change this culture of silence, even as we celebrate culturama? 

We have asked for it before and we repeat it here: the police need more and 
advance technology in their fight against crime. Let us hope that the National 
Security Advisor and the Crime Reduction Specialist can deliver results and 
do not become just window-dressers. They deserve the opportunity to prove 
themselves. Their learning curve will of necessity, be a very steep one. 

We note the element of establishing community groups as a crime fighting strat-
egy. That is commendable. But government driven community groups can too 
easily become arms of political parties. It is better when such groups emerge 
out of the “belly” of the community. 

We also hear the talk that youth employment will help to reduce criminal activi-
ty. We have not seen the research, but our research shows that not less than 45% 
of our youths, aged up to 25 years, have regularly found employment within 
the past 5 years. We believe that that is a significant portion of the labour force. 

Sports should have lessened criminal activity, but, despite the millions invested 
in sports infrastructure and sponsorships, we are not seeing the results. The op-
portunities to make a decent living from sports has never been better, but yet... 

The answers are clearly not as forthcoming as we would like. Authorities will 
have to dig deeper to find answers; especially now that Nevis has changed so 
much. That is why we are so eager to support these specialists/advisors that the 
government has recruited. 

Let us all heed the messages of the calypsonians for C44.
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NCCU recorded best performance ever in 
2017, details revealed at general meeting

“This is the best per-
formance ever,” said 
G. Sydney Newton at 
the Nevis Co-operative 
Credit Union Limited’s 
July 19 annual general 
meeting. 

Newton, the institu-
tion’s General Manager, 
said this news should 
resonate well with 
NCCU members. 

“We are hopeful that 
we can deliver on a 

dividend that would 
satisfy the members,” 
Newton said, add-
ing that his team was 
in discussion with the 
NCCU’s regulators “as 
to what level of pay-
ment can be made.” 

The NCCU, which relo-
cated its operations ear-
lier this year, recorded a 
surplus of $2.5million 
which, according to 
Newton, is “the highest 
ever.” In 2017, assets 

increased by $14.9 mil-
lion or 13 percent, de-
posits by $11 million 
or 11 percent and loans 
by $11.1 million or 13 
percent. 

“When compared to 
2016, it is interesting 
to note that our gross 
income increased by 
$1.7 million. At the 
same time, our expens-
es decreased by some 
$200,000 and overall 
Net Surplus increased 

by $1.9million so it 
was a very good year 
financially,” Newton 
explained.

When asked to com-
ment on his institution’s 
strategy to produce such 
a result in 2017, Newton 
explained, maintained 
sponsorship of events 
and institutions “for 
worthy causes” as well 
as making “donations 
to schools, the hospital, 
seniors and other insti-
tutions that contribute 
meaningfully such as 
Pink Lily Cancer Care 
and the likes.”

“Our Scholarship 
Programme was main-
tained,” he said, not-
ing that “Its maximum 
awardees [of] 14 were 

also maintained.”

Still on the issue of 
community involve-
ment, but speaking 
specifically about 
the Disaster Relief 
Assistance Programme, 
Newton said last year, 
his institution contrib-
uted $40,000 “to sister 
Credit Unions across 
the region as well as 
to some members here 
on Nevis who suffered 
losses” following hur-
ricanes Irma and Maria.

“To date, it’s a pro-
gramme that’s working 
for us. Our members 
have ceased, to a large 
extent, the contribu-
tion of $12 which we 
ask for per year but, we 
have accumulated some 

funds which we are us-
ing to benefit persons 
who suffer disasters,” 
Newton clarified.

Another area that 
showed positive 
growth was the Family 
Indemnity Plan. 
Described as a social 
programme, it reached 
the $2million claim 
level. 

When Newton shifted 
his attention to the lo-
gistics for yesterday’s 
AGM, he said that 
they expected a larger 
than usual crowd, 
hence the change in 
venue to the Occasions 
Entertainment Centre 
along the Pinney’s By-
pass Road in Nevis.

G. Sydney Newton, General Manager of the Nevis Co-operative Credit Union Limited 
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Milestone reached as one-millionth 
cruise passenger arrives

Cruise association awards ‘Marquee’ status
By Loshaun Dixon

Monday marked a his-
toric day for tourism in 
St. Kitts as the island 
welcomed the one-mil-
lionth passenger of the 
2017-2018 cruise sea-
son, who came aboard 
the Freedom Of The 
Seas cruise ship  with 
a capacity of more than 
4,000 passengers.

The occasion was 
marked with a grand 
celebration by tourism 
officials who handed out 
gifts including t-shirts, 
noting the achievement 
and organised steel pan 
music to welcome pas-
sengers as they disem-
barked the cruise ship.

A couple, Malory Kohn 
and Jared Lehman were 
identified by tourism 
officials as the one-
millionth passenger. 
They  received gift bas-
kets and enjoyed their 
time on the island at the 
expense of the St. Kitts 
Tourism Authority.

Minister of Tourism 
Honourable Lindsay 
Grant, noted that the 
occasion was “big” for 
his ministry as it  means 
the island has  marquee 
status from The Florida-
Carribean Cruise 
Association (FCCA). 

“It now puts us in the 
position of being a 
marquee port of the 35 
FCCA jurisdictions of 
the  and that’s fantas-
tic news for us,” Hon. 
Grant said. We have 
done it ahead of much 
larger destinations and 
I think it is a testament 
to the hard work of 
the St. Kitts and Nevis 
public,  taxi driv-
ers,  vendors,  crafts-
men,  ministry and the 
Tourism Authority.

He added that it was 
a proud moment for 

the entire tourism sec-
tor and  displays the 
quality the Federation 
can offer. “We’ve been 
waiting for this mo-
ment for a very long 
time and it shows the 
capacity of St. Kitts 
and Nevis to produce 
at the highest level,” 
Hon. Grant said.

Grant said that despite 
the one-millionth pas-
senger being a historic 
feat it is important that 
customer service in 
the federation is also 
marquee  “Bringing a 

million passengers is 
not really what we want 
in terms of just saying 
we have a million pas-
sengers,” Grant ex-
plained. “We want to 
make sure that when 
the visitors come 
they have an experi-
ence like no other. We 
are happy to be here 
today it is a tremen-
dous feat for St. Kitts 
and Nevis. Federico 
Gonzalez from Royal 
Caribbean Cruise 
Line, and for this 
year alone we have 
received 102 ships.” 

He added that cruise 
visits percentages 
have gone up some 35 
percent for this year 
alone. “So that’s re-
ally good news. As 
you can realize, we’re 
having the second 
cruise pier already in 
progress that again 
is a good indicator, 
because it means that 
St. Kitts can hold at 
any given time, three 
of the largest ships in 
the world.”

Grant added that 
they have met with 

agents such as Royal 
Caribbean and others 
as they look to pro-
mote the federation 
on the international 
market.

“Every year we ven-
ture and put our 
booths out and we get 
in front of the cruise 
lines, all of them, to 
tell them what we 
are going to be doing 
over the next year… 
The good thing is that 
when we go we go as 
a team.”
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Law enforcement displacement, ferry 
allowance increases approved

Law enforcement of-
ficers providing inter-
island service to the 
Federation will this 
month see a 40 per-
cent increase in their 
displacement allow-
ances and a 50 percent 
increase in their ferry 
allowances.

Following a meeting 
he held with members 
of Division C of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
on Wednesday, May 
23, at the Charlestown 
Police Station,   
Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, announced the 
decision to review the 
allowances to security 
officers.

On Monday, July 
16, Cabinet gave 

its approval to the 
increased allow-
ances after thorough 
consultations with 
the Commissioner 
of Police, Mr. Ian 
Queeley, Commander 
of the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Defence Force, 
Lieutenant Colonel 
J. Anthony Comrie 
and Fire Chief, Mr. 
Everette O’garro.

“The monthly dis-
placement allowance 
to security officers 
will be increased from 
$250 per month to 
$350 per month, an 
increase of 40 percent. 
Secondly, with respect 
to the monthly ferry 
allowance which was 
put at $80 per month 
since 2008, from July 
1 this will be adjusted 
upward by 50 percent 
to $120 per month,” 
Prime Minister Harris 

announced during his 
July 17 press confer-
ence, noting that 71 
officers will benefit 
from displacement al-
lowances and 51 will 
benefit from the ferry 
allowance.

The honourable prime 
minister noted that it 
is their hope that this 
initiative will further 
boost the morale of the 
men and women who 
serve in various secu-
rity agencies.  

“Team Unity 
Government values 
the work of our secu-
rity officers and we ap-
preciate the adjustment 
issues when they are 
moved inter-island” 
Dr. Harris said. “We 
hope that we will in-
spire officers to higher 
service.” He said 
“excellence is what 

our country deserves 
and we will hold all 
to that standard.” 
 
The prime minis-
ter advised that the 

ferry allowances will 
not apply to Defence 
Force officers who 
are rotated monthly. 
  
Going forward, the 

revised displacement 
and ferry allowances 
for security officers 
will cost the country 
$322,680 annually.

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris addressing officers of Division C of the 
Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force in May, 2018.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday July 20th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:8

$3.5 million spent as Hurricane Relief 
Programme helps more than 500 victims

Five hundred and 
eighty one families in 
St. Kitts have benefited 
from the government’s 
Post Hurricane Relief 
Programme, which was 
introduced to assist resi-
dents with home repairs 
resulting from damages 
caused by Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria in the 
2017 Atlantic Hurricane 
Season.

At his monthly press 
conference on Tuesday 
(July 17), Prime Minister 
Dr. the Honourable 
Timothy Harris updated 
the nation on the prog-
ress of the programme 
that has significantly 
impacted the lives of 
hundreds of hurricane 
victims.

“Our Hurricane Relief 
Programme has so far as-
sisted 473 families with 
materials and labour 

costs across the length 
and breadth of St. Kitts,” 
Dr. Harris said. “To date 
we have spent more than 
$3.5 million to help put 
our people’s homes in a 
better position in 2018 
than they were in the 
aftermath of the hur-
ricanes. Additionally, 
I am pleased to report 
108 persons received 
concessions on materi-
als totalling in aggregate 
just over $1 million.”

The prime minister add-
ed that new homes are 
also being constructed 
for Yuta Hodge and 
Renelle Taylor as their 
homes were rendered 
uninhabitable after the 
hurricanes. The response 
by the government is 
largely influenced by 
a multi-disciplinary 
Hurricane Rehabilitation 
Committee made up of 
representatives from the 

National Emergency 
Management Agency, 
the Building Board, the 
Ministries of Finance, 
and Sustainable 
Development, the 
Departments of Social 
Development, and 
Public Works, the Office 
of the Prime Minister, 
and the private sec-
tor. Fourteen members 
served on the committee, 
which is led by Osbert 
DeSuza, Permanent 
Secretary in the Office 
of the Prime Minister.

In recognising the “ex-
cellent” work being 
done by the commit-
tee, the prime minister 
also applauded field of-
ficers efforts, singling 
out Vince “Tokey” 
Mathew, Christophe 
Greaux, Kevin “Ninky” 
Williams, Rhon Boddie, 
Warren Thompson and 
Eugene Dias. Many 

homeowners have 
thanked the govern-
ment for the assistance, 
which some explained 
was quite timely given 
that the 2018 Atlantic 
Hurricane Season be-
gan on June 01. In a 
previous press release, 
Petrona Thomas said: 
“I am so grateful for this 
new initiative that this 
government has imple-
mented to restore not 
only my roof in Middle 

Island but the whole na-
tion as a whole.” Cozel 
Browne of Keys Village 
similarly expressed “We 
greatly appreciate what 
they [the government] 
are doing for the com-
munity of Keys.”

Prime Minister Harris 
said residents from St. 
Paul’s to Basseterre via 
Cayon, and Basseterre 
to Newton Ground via 
Old Road have benefited 

from the initiative. He 
added: “the commenda-
tion recorded and aired 
from the beneficiaries 
of this relief are excel-
lent testimonies of the 
great appreciation of our 
people for the excellent 
work being done by the 
government on behalf of 
our people.”

The Post Hurricane 
Relief Programme is ex-
pected to close soon.
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RBC Financial (Caribbean) Limited has a vacancy for:

Analyst - Financial Control

What is the opportunity?

In this role you will provide support to the Finance Department in relation to the accounting and finan-
cial reporting. Promote teamwork by committing to deliver a continuous high level of service to 
colleagues/partners. Contribute to the Finance Department’s objectives by identifying and offering 
appropriate solutions with a continuous focus on effectiveness.

What do you need to succeed?
• Review and approve daily financial transactions, including  
 following up on posting anomalies
• Complete internal financial reports and reports for Group  
 Finance and RBC Head Office
• Ensure Bank is compliant with regulatory requirements,  
 such as tax filings and payments, bank licensing,  
 corporate filings
• Review and ensure timely and accurate completion of  
 suspense account reconciliations/Attestation 
• Manage monthly accruals and ensure same are   
 reversed timely
• Work closely with Manager – Finance RBC EC to ensure  
 timely and accurate completion of all financial statements  
 that comply with International Financial Reporting  
 Standards in order to support the annual statutory audit  
 function
• Assist Manager – Finance RBC EC with implementation of  
 solutions for any Management letter or internal control  
 points
• Work with Finance team to ensure timely completion of  
 annual audit process by assisting with the preparation of  
 audit schedules
• Approve expenditures/cheques and appropriate General  
 Ledger/DDA entries as outlined in authorities

Must-have:
• Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Economics,   
 Management or a related field program
• ACCA Level 2 or equivalent qualification
• Must be proficient in use of spreadsheets 
• At least three years Supervisory experience

Nice-to-have:
• Must demonstrate good analytical skills
• Must possess good communication skills (oral/written)

What’s in it for you?
We thrive on the challenge to be our best, progressive 
thinking to keep growing, and working together to deliver 
trusted advice to help our clients thrive and communities 
prosper. We care about each other, reaching our potential, 
making a difference to our communities, and achieving 
success that is mutual.

• Comprehensive Total Rewards Program including bonuses  
 and flexible benefits
• Leaders who support your development through coaching  
 and managing opportunities
• Ability to make a difference and lasting impact
• Work in a dynamic, collaborative, progressive, and  
 high-performing team
• Opportunities to do challenging work
• Opportunities to take on progressively greater   
 accountabilities  

Application Deadline: July 20th, 2018 
must be submitted via jobs.rbc.com

Legal cases question Dr. Douglas’ 
allegiance to Dominica; challenge 

his right to hold office 
By Loshaun Dixon

Two legal cases challeng-
ing former Prime Minister 
and current Opposition 
Leader the Rt. Hon. Dr. 
Denzil Douglas’ right to 

remain in the National 
Assembly and hold the 
position of Representative 
for Constituency Six, 
have reached a stale-
mate. Justice Trevor 
Ward QC (n what court, 
when) threw out a case 

by a constituent Cuthbert 
Mills.

The dispute questions if in 
2015, when Dr. Douglas 
was issued a Diplomatic 
Passport by Dominica if 
he swore allegiance to 

a foreign power and be-
came disqualified from 
being elected as a member 
of the National Assembly 
and accordingly, is re-
quired to vacate his seat 
in the National Assembly. 
A second case, brought by 

Attorney General Vincent 
Byron, is yet to be argued. 
Dr. Douglas scored a win 
as the court will allow his 
legal team to introduce 
expert evidence on the 
law of Dominica in the 
matter.

Last week, Dr. Douglas’ 
legal team requested the 
court to throw out the 
petition filed by his con-
stituent Mills and was 
successful.

The substantive matter 
in the case brought by 
the Attorney General is 
yet to be argued with Dr. 
Douglas scoring a win as 
the court will allow for his 
legal team to introduce 
expert evidence on the 
law of Dominica in the 
matter. 

Lawyer for Dr. Douglas 
Angelina Gracey Sookoo-
Bobb gave an overview 
of Justice Ward’s findings 
after the court case. “Last 
Friday Dr. Douglas’ legal 
team argued its formal 
application to have Mr. 
Mills’ claim struck out 
as an indecent process 
of the court on the basis 
that section 36(4) which 
allows for a challenge to 
a members qualification 
to remain in the house 
of representatives on the 
basis that the constitution 
did not allow a voter to 
file a second challenge 
once the attorney general 
has instituted a similar 

type claim.”

She continued, “After 
reading out what we 
considered to be a well 
deliberated and con-
sidered judgement, His 
Lordship agreed with Dr. 
Douglas’ legal team that 
Mr Mills’ claim amounts 
to an abuse of the process 
of the court, having been 
filed one month after the 
Attorney General claims, 
and under the constitu-
tion, it does not allow for 
Mr Mills to bring a sec-
ond claim or in any way 
intervene in the Attorney 
General’s claim.”

She also highlighted the 
rationale the judge gave 
for the decision. “His 
lordship also pointed out 
that based on the same 
release was asked for and 
at least three of the same 
witnesses were submitted 
by Mr Mills. His claims 
were not in the public’s 
interest but considered 
to be an abuse of the 
process.”

Sookoo-Bobb said that 
the issue of cost had been 
reserved pending submis-
sions from both sides.

“The issue of costs has 
been reserved and we are 
to make submissions on 
whether or not Mr. Mills 
should pay Dr. Douglas’ 
costs and how much he 
should pay will have to be 
filed by next Thursday.”
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Strong, positive responses 
seen from economic 

support initiatives 
Applicants have borrowed 
from $8,000 to $750,000

One month after the 
government’s employ-
ee property financing 
program launched, 
97 applications from 
$8,000 to $750,000 
have been received 
at the Development 
Bank, according to 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris. 

During his July 17 
monthly press confer-
ence, the Prime Minister 
said the government 
is encouraged by the 
strong and positive re-
sponse by government 
employees to this pro-
gramme within the past 
few weeks.

“We wish to empower 
our people, and to 

increase their stake in 
our country. This is a 
most affordable mort-
gage programme avail-
able in the country at 
this time at an affordable 
interest rate of 5% per 
annum,” Dr. Harris said.

He said that the pro-
gramme will go a long 
way in encouraging 
wealth creation and gen-
eration in the Federation 
and that first time own-
ers will also benefit from 
concessions of import 
duty and customs ser-
vice charge.

“Those who are first-
time home owners will, 
in addition to receiving 
the lowest mortgage fi-
nancing available, also 
benefit from concessions 

of Import Duty and 
Customs Service 
Charge,” he added.

Prime Minister Harris 
assured the public that 
situations like what 
transpired with Senator 
Nigel Carty in compet-
ing with civil servants in 
the First Homeowners’ 
Programme under the 
former Douglas-led 
Administration will not 
occur again.

“The situation where 
Senator Nigel Carty out-
competed civil servants 
in the First Homeowners’ 
Programme will not oc-
cur again, because no 
Government Minister is 
eligible to apply and re-
ceive funding under the 
Government’s employee 

property ownership pro-
gramme,” he added.

He also applauded 
the success of the 
Agriculture Support 
Fund that has attracted 
approximately 193 ap-
plicants, with a large 
number of farmers and 
fishers showing interest 
in the programme.

“The purposes to which 
resources are to be ap-
plied span the gamut 
of possibilities, includ-
ing to purchase fencing 
wire, mulch and irriga-
tion systems; upgrade 
of farm products; hur-
ricane relief; fishing 
equipment and boat re-
pairs,” Prime Minister 
Harris said.

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris
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Esmie’s Sunrise Wins NIA ‘Best 
Nevisian Culinary Experience Award’

The Ministry of Tourism 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
honoured the movers 
and shakers in the Nevis’ 
blossoming tourism in-
dustry on May 26 at the 
Four Seasons Resort. 

The Tourism Awards 
Gala and Dance, themed, 
“Best Nevisian Culinary 
Experience, Eat Well, 
Live Well, Be Well,” 
was hosted by Premier 
of Nevis and Minister of 
Tourism the Hon Mark 
Brantley. Also in atten-
dance were the Governor 
General His Excellency 
Sir Tapley Seaton, 
the Acting Deputy 
Governor General for 
Nevis Her Honour Mrs 
Marjorie Morton, and 
Prime Minister Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris.

There were eight 
Tourism Awards catego-
ries. With a theme that 
spoke of “Eating Well, 
Living Well and Being 
Well,” it was no won-
der everyone wanted 
to know who would re-
ceive the ‘Best Nevisian 
Culinary Experience’ 
Award. 

A short biography of the 
award winner was read 
before the name was an-
nounced by Mrs Sharon 
Brantley, Premier 
Brantley’s wife. Ms 
Esmie Parris of Butlers 
Village, owner and man-
ager of Esmie’s Sunrise - 
Superette, Snackette and 
Bar, was the lady of the 
moment.

Among those attending 
the event to congratulate 
her was Ms Hyacinth 
Pemberton, Manager 
at the Nevis Branch of-
fice of the Development 
Bank of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“Ms Parris is a Fresh 
Start Loan Programme 
recipient who upgraded 
her business to bet-
ter serve her clientele, 
which includes tour-
ists who visit the his-
torical Eden Browne 

Great House,” said Ms 
Pemberton. “We visited 
and were impressed with 
the business and wanted 
to align ourselves with 
a community-spirited 
business and the em-
powerment of a woman 
in business, two of the 
aims of the Fresh Start 
Programme.”

Ms Parris was born and 
raised in Butlers but her 
parents moved to St. 
Kitts. She joined them in 
1981 and was employed 
by two different compa-
nies. In 1985, after her 
employers closed down, 
her brother helped her 
set up a shop in St. Pauls 
where she started cook-
ing and selling local 
food.

Ms Parris  returned 
to Butlers in Nevis in 
2007 where she opened 
a small shop. After five 
years, she felt the busi-
ness had outgrown the 
premises and wanted a 
larger area for a bigger 
operation with more 
parking for her clients. 
She almost gave up her 
plans during the month 
her expansion began 
when her brother was 
gunned down in St. 
Kitts.

“I had not even told him 
that I had started pouring 
the concrete,” recalled 
Ms Parris. “I was feeling 
like giving up but some-
thing told me to just con-
tinue. I had to continue 
because it is something 
that he started. I do not 

know how he would 
have felt seeing me give 
up just like that. So I 
continued with my goat 
water and different local 
dishes.”

The new location is at 
the gateway to one of 
Nevis’ most historic site, 
the Eden Browne Great 
House. It has great views 
of the Caribbean Sea 
with the Nevis Peak vis-
ible in the background, 
where she serves locals, 
visitors and tourists. 
Other popular local 
foods she serves include, 
but are not limited to, 
bull foot soup, pig foot 
soup, cook-up, johnnie 
cake served with fried 
sprat and salt fish, pro-
visions, green banana, 
potatoes, breadfruit and 
coconut dumplings. 

Commenting on 
the Nevis Island 
Administration 2018 
Ministry Tourism 
Award, Ms Parris said: 
“I think the award was 
wonderful. My achieve-
ment was due to hard 
work and dedication to 
the customers.”

Esmie’s Sunrise - 
Superette, Snackette and 
Bar is open Monday to 
Saturday from 6 a.m. 
and Sunday it opens at 
noon. On Saturday the 
Sugar Hill String Band 
provides entertain-
ment. Occasionally, 
the Big Drum and a 
masquerade troupe 
provide additional 
entertainment.

Ms Esmie Parris (right) outside her business with Mrs Jean Alcendor-Browne, Devel-
opment Bank’s Credit Risk Management Officer at the Nevis Branch

Ms Esmie Parris (left), receives the ‘Best Nevisian Culi-
nary Experience’ Award from Mrs Sharon Brantley.

Clients at Esmie’s Sunrise during an early evening

Esmie’s Sunrise has a large compound that is able to accommodate more vehicles.
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PM Harris: Every household should 
teach children about fire safety

(Press Unit in the Office 
of the Prime Minister)

Hundreds of children 
from communities 
across St. Kitts will 
be trained over the 
next five days in fire 
safety, water safety, 
traffic safety, disas-
ter preparedness, and 
crime and violence, as 
part of the activities 
covered during the an-
nual Summer Safety 
Programme organized 
by the St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue 
Service.

The Summer Safety 
Programme, now in 
its 16th year, is being 
staged under the theme, 
“Protecting the Future 
of Our Federation 
Through Fire Safety 
Awareness” – a theme 
Prime Minister and 
Minister of National 
Security, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris, believes is quite 
fitting.

“The future, of course, 
is a metaphor for our 
nation’s children in 
whom we want to spark 
awareness of not just 
fire risks, but also the 
importance of employ-
ing safety practices 

such as creating a fire 
escape plan,” Dr. Harris 
said. “Increased aware-
ness will prevent fires 
and equip children 
with the survival skills 
necessary to escape 
safely from a burning 
house or other burning 
buildings.” The Prime 
Minister noted that 

the Summer Safety 
Programme should 
serve as a catalyst to 
spark further discus-
sion, preventative ac-
tion and behavioural 
change as it relates to 
fire and other lifesav-
ing measures.

“Indeed, it only takes 

a small spark to ignite 
a fire that spreads rap-
idly,” Prime Minister 
Harris said. “This 
week’s Summer Safety 
Programme is dedicat-
ed to passing on that 
life-saving message to 
children, empowering 
them to save their lives 
and the lives of others 

in the event of a fire 
emergency.”

While the children 
will be learning these 
critical and poten-
tially lifesaving skills, 
Prime Minister Harris 
issued a call to parents 
to continue the con-
versation of fire and 

other safety measures 
at home, noting that 
“such proactive and 
preventative actions 
require support and re-
inforcement from par-
ents and guardians.”

“I want to encour-
age adults to initiate 
safety discussions at 
the dinner table, in the 
car, and during fam-
ily gatherings in order 
to avoid being caught 
off guard in an emer-
gency,” Dr. Harris 
said. “Of course they 
should know the num-
bers to call during a 
fire emergency: 465-
2515. You should also 
review with your fam-
ily the fastest way to 
get out of your home 
in the event of an 
emergency and all of 
you should get out of 
the house quickly, but 
safely, and meet up at 
a pre-determined spot 
outdoors.”

The annual Summer 
Safety Programme is 
being held at three lo-
cations, the Basseterre 
Fire Station, the Edgar 
T. Morris Primary 
School in Tabernacle, 
and at the Sandy Point 
Primary School.

Summer Safety Programme plans are discussed. (seated front L-R) Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris; Fire Chief, Everette O’garro; Delta Petroleum’s Regional General 
Manager, Mr. Bevis Sylvester. Standing: Fire officers and the participants of the 2018 Summer Safety Programme. (Photos by the Press Unit in the Office of the Prime Minister) 

Prime Minister Harris greets Summer Safety Programme participants.
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS 

Vacancy
AP  Woodwork
One Carpenter
Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Land For Sale

20959 Square Feet 
Land Nugents Heights
Tel: 760 9482 
or 663-6296

Vacancy
Seamstress Needed 
Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Boat Mate Contact:  
Islander Water Sports 
Tel: 662-7081

Vacancy
Smart Choice  
Construction Needs 
labourers Contact: 
665-2443

Vacancy
Farm Worker
Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy
Anthony Construction 
Company in St.Kitts 
seeking house-
keeper  6692262

Vacancy
One Joiner                    
Tel: 664-0256 
Enriques Joiner Shop

House For Rent

Three Bedroom House
Fountain Village
Contact: 6695616

Vacancy
Chris Metal Works
Needs Welder
Tel: 665-2356

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Clifford Paris & Ms Marva Paris

Now residing in..............................
...  Street in the town or Village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice That it is my intention to apply 
on June 8th 2018 

Day of 8th June next to the District 
Magistrate

At C/Town for a Retail Liquor Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Craddock 
Road Street in..................

Dated this 8th  day of June, 2018.

Signed: Clifford Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A
To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Rubylette Arthurton Now residing 
in Craddock Road Street in the town 
or Village of Charlestown do hereby 
give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on  3rd 

Day of April, 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate At Charlestown for a Retail  
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Bath Village Street in 
Charlestown, Nevis

Dated this 21st  day of February, 2018.

Signed: Rubylette Arthurton

Vacancy                   
Jamaican Bakery
Assistant Baker   
Tel: 762-1003

Vacancy
Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 
URGENT

HIRING!                                                 

Solid Ground 
Construction Needs 
Plumber, Electricals, 
Masonry, Carpentry, 
Mechanic, Gardener, 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator

Five years experince

Tel: 762-9150

Vacancy
Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296

VACANCY

  Masons, Carpenters, Dry wall-
ing, Tillers, Plumbers, Labourers

Contact: The Managing Director,

Solid Ground Construction & 
Restoration Services Ltd

14 Petal Street

Wades Garden 
Basseterre St. Kitts

Email:

solidgroundcrs@gmail.com

Vacancy
Beauty Inside Out 
(Boutique Salon & Spa)
R e q u i r e m e n t : 
Experienced Male - 
Female Candidates 
(Beauticians, Nail 
Technicians, Facials, 
Eyelash Extensions, 
Make Up Artists, mi-
cro Blading, skin care, 
Threading, Manicure/
Pedicure, Waxing, Spa 
therapists).
Contact: dimple@beau-
tyinsideout.salon.

Vacancy
Maria’s Beauty Salon
is seeking 3 persons
Nail technician
Braider/Stylist
Worker
Interested in applying?
Call 869 764 4838

Vacancy
Juana Boutique 
Needs One Sales Clerk
Tel: 665-6682

Vacancy
Wanted One Heavy 
Equipment
Operator/ Mechanics
6 years experience
Please Contact: 
663-5053

Vacancy
T Sutton Construction
Needs One  Mason
Tel: 660-0708
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Brantley irate, calls Guardian 
report misleading;

Govt. takes steps to strengthen reporting standards 
By Dave Kaiser

Hon. Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Finance 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration has 
expressed deep con-
cern over an inaccurate 
and misleading article 
on Nevis’s Offshore 
Financial Services 
penned by contributor 
Oliver Bullough in the 
July 12 international 
edition of The Guardian, 
a UK newspaper. 

A day later the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis took steps to 
strengthen its proactive 
cooperation on tax mat-
ters through the passage 
of three amendments to 
the Common Reporting 
Standard (Automatic 
Exchange of Financial 
Account Information) 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018, in the National 
Assembly.

 Premier Brantley de-
scribed the article as 
“obviously calculated 
to damage the reputa-
tion of Nevis as a repu-
table and well-regulated 
International Financial 
Centre.”

 In his response, Premier 
Brantley points out that, 
“Contrary to the false 
and misleading allega-
tions made by Bullough 
in The Guardian ar-
ticle, Nevis and indeed 
the Federation of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, has 
been consistently re-
viewed by the leading 
international regulatory 
agencies and has re-
cently been graded as 
“Largely Compliant” 
by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development 
(OECD). A grading 
which clearly demon-
strates the country’s 
continuing commit-
ment to meeting high 

standards of regulatory 
compliance in all its 
operations.” 

“Both the OECD and the 
Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) have as-
sessed the jurisdiction’s 
compliance status as 
being largely in line 
with international re-
quirements as to disclo-
sure and maintenance 
of adequate records 
that would identify 
beneficial owners by 
competent authorities 
making the appropri-
ate enquiries,” Premier 
Brantley said. “While 
the important right to 
privacy continues to be 
pejoratively interpreted 
by certain elements of 
the media as being de-
liberately secretive, the 
truth is that there are 
adequate measures for 
disclosing the identity 
of beneficial owners of 
companies registered in 
Nevis, and such, infor-
mation can be disclosed 
in circumstances where 
legitimate enquiries 
are being made by the 

relevant authorities of 
jurisdictions that are 
parties to the several 
information exchange 
treaties and agreements 
to which the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis is 
a party.”

 According to Premier 
Brantley, disclosure of 
information is permit-
ted for the purpose of 
pursuing allegations 
of wrongdoing by the 
competent authorities 
under enabling legis-
lation. Disclosure of 
information is also 
entirely permissible 
through court proceed-
ings to compel disclo-
sure where a right to 
disclosure arises.

 The Financial 
Services Regulatory 
Commission confirms 
that under the laws 
of Nevis there exists 
“various mechanisms 
in place for sharing in-
formation with treaty, 
law enforcement and 
regulatory counterparts 
and several provisions 

in our legislation exist 
to sanction any entity 
incorporated in Nevis 
which is proven by 
local or foreign law 
enforcement to be in-
volved in criminal or 
illicit activity,” Premier 
Brantley explained.

 Information held on 
a Nevis entity by the 
Nevis Regulator or by 
any licensed service 
provider in Nevis, may 
not be disseminated 
to any person not le-
gitimately connected to 
that entity except in the 
context of wrongdoing 
being asserted by com-
petent local or foreign 
authorities or pursuant 
to Court order.

 “Mr. Bullough is not 
a competent or foreign 
regulatory authority as 
defined in the treaties 
or any relevant legisla-
tion in force in Nevis. 
He could not therefore 
sensibly expect to sim-
ply pop up in Nevis 
and demand informa-
tion to which he is 

not entitled,” said the 
Premier.

 The Premier and 
Minister of Finance 
makes it clear that 
Nevis is a well-man-
aged and properly regu-
lated jurisdiction and as 
part of the Federation 
of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
the island has seen 
the continual update 
of its legislative and 
regulatory framework 
to ensure its compli-
ance with international 
standards.

Such legislative up-
dates include but are 
not limited to the vari-
ous tax and information 
exchange arrangements 
with foreign countries, 
mutual legal assistance 
in criminal matters 
with foreign countries, 
FATCA obligations 
with the United States 
of America, Common 
Reporting Standards, 
and joining the OECD’s 
BEPS (Base Erosion 
and Profit Shifting) ini-
tiative approved by the 

G20.

Nevis is a small island 
and no doubt perceived 
by powerful interna-
tional media outlets 
as an easy target for 
highly defamatory and 
misleading allegations. 
The Premier condemns 
this irresponsible ap-
proach to journalism 
and the very real harm 
it can cause to the repu-
tation and economy of 
the island of Nevis.

Nevis will continue to 
ensure that it is a well-
managed and properly 
regulated International 
Financial Centre and 
shall continue to com-
ply with all internation-
al regulatory standards.

Steps taken to strength-
en reporting standards

In an unrelated fi-
nancial action, a day 
later on July 13, the 
Government of St. Kitts 
and Nevis took steps to 
strengthen its proactive 
cooperation on tax mat-
ters through the passage 
of three amendments to 
the Common Reporting 
Standard (Automatic 
Exchange of Financial 
Account Information) 
(Amendment) Bill, 
2018, in the National 
Assembly.

The amendments are 
part of his govern-
ment’s efforts to ensure 
that the country’s legis-
lations, particularly as 
it relates to information 
impacting upon taxa-
tion and fiscal matters, 
comport well with the 
expectations of the 
international commu-
nity,” said Mover of 
the Bill, Prime Minister 
and Minister responsi-
ble for Finance, Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 

CONT’D ON PAGE 23

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of Finance in the Nevis Island Administration (file photo)
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Ross University donates to support 
SKN education, training

Several organisations and 
individuals received fi-
nancial support from the 
Ross University School 
of Veterinary Medicine 
(RUSVM) when the 
school donated close to 
EC$80,000 as part of 
its education outreach 
initiative.

Cheques were distributed 
during an awards ceremo-
ny at the RUSVM’s West 
Farm Campus. Donations 
were made to the Ministry 
of National Security to 
go towards the Police’s 
Annual Summer Camp 
to assist with the minis-
try’s effort to reach at-risk 
youth and reduce juve-
nile delinquency; to the 
Basseterre High School 
(BHS) Chemistry Team 
for its BHS Chemistry 
Lab Project that is aimed 
at providing BHS stu-
dents with a space for 
lab-based experimenta-
tion to help prepare them 
for their final regional 
exams; and to the Royal 
St. Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force to help with 
offering relevant, current 
education and training 
which will assist officers 
in doing their jobs more 
effectively and make their 

agencies more successful.

The individuals who ben-
efited are expected to use 
the money for their edu-
cational pursuits. Tuition 
support was given to 
Constable Travis Henry 
who is currently entering 
his final year of study in 
Criminal Justice with a fo-
cus on Digital Forensics, 
and Kerown Eddy, who 
is presently in Trinidad 
and Tobago studying for 
a Bachelor’s of Science 
Degree in Agriculture.

Ross University has been 
in St. Kitts for more than 
30 years. RUSVM Dean, 
Dr. Sean Callanan, said 
that this approach was 
in line with the view that 
people could be given 
opportunities through 
education in a number of 
areas.

“Education is not sin-
gle-faceted it is multi-
faceted,” Dr. Callanan 
explained. “Education 
can be around improve-
ment in public speak-
ing; crisis management; 
to empower people that 
have not had a good 
education this far; and we 
can reinvigorate them by 

giving them opportunities 
that they didn’t have. That 
makes us feel good and 
we hope it makes them 
feel good as well.”

The US-based Adtalem 
Global Education is 
RUSVM’s parent com-
pany. Lisa Sodeika, 
Adtalem Senior Vice 
President for Corporate 
Relations at Adtalem 
Global Education, was 
present in St. Kitts for the 
awards ceremony.

“When we contribute to 
communities where our 
colleagues, family mem-
bers and our students 
live and work, we partner 
with groups that do great 
work in the community,” 
Sodeika explained. “One 
of the things that struck 
me here today is that 
we’re impacting children 
all the way from the youth 
camps as they enter pri-
mary school and through 
high school and college, 
That educational pipeline 
is so important as we think 
about our role in helping 
develop a stronger highly 
educated workforce here 
in St. Kitts and every-
where Adtalem operates.”

Cheques were distributed during an awards ceremony at the Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine at the West Farm Campus. Cheques were received by The Ministry of 
National Security, the Basseterre High School (BHS) Chemistry Team, and to the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force. 
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Police Commissioner reports: Police, EMS 
officials investigating Johnson death

By Loshaun Dixon

An update on a high 
level investiga-
tion by the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force (RSCNPF) 
into the traffic accident 
death of Tau Johnson 
has been released by 
Commissioner of Police 
Ian Queeley.

Johnson’s death has 
raised many questions, 
some unanswered in the 
public domain.

According to the 
police, in a release 
(when-date) prelimi-
nary investigations 
have revealed that the 
20-year-old, who lived 
in Buckely’s Housing 
Project, was riding a 
motorcycle when police 
officers on patrol at-
tempted to stop him in 

the vicinity of College 
Street Ghuat. The offi-
cers got out of their ve-
hicle and signalled for 
Johnson to stop and he 
did not. They returned 
to their vehicle and 
chased him.

The officers indicated 
Johnson continued to 
flee from them and ran 
a red light at Baker’s 
Corner. While driving 
along Wellington Road, 
Johnson attempted to 
manoeuvre between 
vehicles, lost control 
of the motorcycle and 
fell. He was transported 
to the JNF Hospital via 
the Emergency Medical 
Service where he was 
later pronounced dead.

Unconfirmed reports 
claimed Johnson was 
struck by a police ve-
hicle that caused the 
accident. According to 

police investigations 
conducted thus far. the 
police vehicle main-
tained some distance 
behind Johnson while in 
pursuit. “At no point in 
time did the police ve-
hicle come into contact 
with Johnson or the mo-
torcycle he was riding.”

Some concern has been 
expressed about how 
Johnson was handled 
by emergency respond-
ers who reported to the 
scene.

The police announced 
last week that they 
were launching a high 
level investigation 
into the case, led by a 
former senior police 
officer. Health official 
disclosed an investi-
gation of their own 
into the individuals 
who responded to the 
scene. Queeley said 

all measures that they 
promised were going 
to take place with the 
investigation are on-
going.  “The CCTV 
footage as we said 
have been reviewed,” 
Queeley said. “The in-
dependent mechanic 
and vehicle inspector 
has analysed both the 
motorcycle and the 
vehicle. The team to 
investigate the accident 
headed by the former 
senior police officer is 
in place.”

 “I was briefed yester-
day on the progress, 
statements have been 
recorded,” Queeley 
said. “We are still ap-
pealing for any eyewit-
nesses to the accident 
to come forward to aid 
the investigation.”

A post mortem was CONT’D ON PAGE 21
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Oualie Beach Water Taxi Pier evaluation 
available at Nevis Public Library

By Monique Washington 

A second Environmental 
Impact Assessment 
(EIA) has been complet-
ed on the Nevis Island 
Administration’sWater 
Taxi Pier at Mosquito 
Bay, after the first was 
never approved, the 
latest plan is ready for 
public review at the 
Nevis Public Library in 
Charlestown.

The Nevis Island 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
Department of 
Physical Planning and 
Environment made 
the announcement on 
Wednesday (July 18). 
The department noted 
they “received the EIA 
for the Oualie Beach 
Water Taxi Pier located 
at Mosquito Bay, St. 
James Parish” and itwill 
be available from July 

18th to July 25th, for 
comments, concerns, 
questions and sugges-
tions.Additional infor-
mation can be obtained 
from the Department, lo-
cated upstairs the Nevis 
Water Department.

Construction of the $6 
million pier began June 
18 with materials fabri-
cated in St Martin and 
equipment arriving at 
Nevis from St Martin. 
Construction was 
scheduled to take be-
tween two to six weeks. 
The NIA tried to con-
struct the pier knowing 
that the Environmental 
Impact Assessment was 
not approved by the 
Department of Physical 
Planning.

To date,NIA has 
notreleased an official 
statement explaining-
why pier construction 

was stopped.. The 
Premier of Nevis the 
Hon. Mark Brantley 
mentioned the pier proj-
ect during his monthly 
press conference on 
June 25 when he con-
firmed the pier had 
been postponed siting 
“technical concerns ex-
pressed” several days 
before construction was 
stopped. The Premier at 
that time did not men-
tion anything about the 
EIA.

At present, fabricated 
materials for the pier are 
laying on a barge wait-
ing to be removed and 
used in construction. 
The pier, according to 
the Premier, was sup-
posed to be completed 
ahead of the Culturama 
season, which begins on 
Thursday (July 26).

As the pier project 

continues, its next phase 
is to drive metal pipes 
into the ocean bed. Salt 
water will be extracted 
and concrete will be 
placed inside the pipes.

The pier will be 196feet-
long and 16-feet wide. It 
will end in a ‘T- shape.’ 

The intention is to allow 
for the future growth of 
the water taxi between 
St. Kitts and Nevis and 
for the creation of plea-
sure boating in Nevis. 
The port facility will 
also include a restau-
rant, a ticket booth and 
a gazebo-type waiting 

area like the one at the 
main port facility in 
Charlestown.

It is unclear whether 
another EIA consulta-
tion will be conducted. 
No date has been an-
nounced as to when the 
pier will continue.
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Medical chief of staff denies JNF 
Emergency Room financial barriers;

Surgical Ward, Intensive Care Unit nurses on 12-hour shifts

There are no finan-
cial barriers for any 
patient who comes 
to the Joseph N. 
France (JNF) Hospital 
Emergency room for 
medical treatment for 
asthmatic patients or 
any other emergency 
condition, according 
to Medical Chief of 
Staff, Dr. Cameron 
Wilkinson. In addi-
tion, JNF recently ini-
tiated a pilot 12-hour 
nurses shift program in 
its Surgical Ward and 
Intensive Care Unit 
aimed at maintaining 
effective and efficient 
patient care.

“If one does not have 
the financial means 
they are never turned 
back, so again I cannot 
foresee any situation 
where any patient is de-
nied care at the Joseph 
N. France Hospital 
because they did not 
have funds when they 
were presented to the 
emergency room,” Dr. 
Wilkinson explained.

Dr. Wilkinson respond-
ed to recent claims on 
social media about an 
asthmatic patient being 
refused treatment for 
financial treatment due 
to financial reasons. 
He said all asthmatic 
patients are seen at the 

Emergency Room and 
given medical attention 
immediately on arrival.

At the same time he re-
affirmed the hospital’s 
policy, which ensures 
there is no financial 
barrier to any person 
seeking any other medi-
cal care at the hospital’s 
emergency room.

“As a matter of fact, 
any asthmatic patient 
who is having an attack 
can simply walk right 
into the asthma bay, let 
the nurse on call know 
what the problem is 
and treatment would 
be started as soon as 
they are assessed,” Dr. 

Wilkinson said.

When any asthmatic 
patient comes to the 
hospital, according to 
Dr. Wilkinson, there is 
never any financial bar-
rier to obtain treatment.

“Therefore I cannot 
foresee a situation 
where an asthmatic 
would have had to be 
turned back because 
they had no money 
to pay, because such 
situation cannot exist 
under the current poli-
cies that we have at the 
hospital,” Dr. Wilkinson 
explained.

Dr. Wilkinson reaf-
firmed JNF General 

Hospital’s policy, which 
ensures that there is 
no financial barrier to 
any person seeking any 
medical care at the JNF 
Emergency Room.

“There is never any fi-
nancial barrier to access 
to care,” Dr. Wilkinson 
said. “If a patient comes 
into the emergency 

room with an emergen-
cy, he or she is seen. Of 
course, there would be 
questions after about the 
financial arrangements 

as it relates to the pay-
ment for services of-
fered and that is either 
done concurrently or 
it’s done at the end of 
the treatment process.”

12-hour nurses work 
shift pilot program be-
gan July 6

By a unanimous deci-

sion, a majority of the 
nursing staff at JNF 
General Hospital sup-
ports a pilot 12-hour 
shift in the Surgical 
Ward and Intensive 
Care Unit aimed at 
maintaining effective 
and efficient patient 
care. 

According to Sonia 
Daly-Finley, Health 
Institutions director, a 
unanimous decision at 
a July 6 staff meeting 
agreed a 12-hour pilot 
shift would benefit the 
hospital’s operations.

“They have, with the 
support of the Quality 
Assurance/Infection 
Control Officer dis-
cussed the new shift 
with the staff. The 

majority of the staff 
was in agreement,” 
said Daly-Finley. The 
12-hour pilot program 
began July 9 in the 
Surgical Ward and 
Intensive Care Unit. It 
will continue through 
Sept. 29.

“The impact of the 
12-hour shifts will 

be monitored by the 
Nursing Office and 
the Quality Assurance/
Infection Control 
Officer, and feedback 
will be provided at the 
end of the pilot peri-
od,” Daly-Finley said.

In the United States 
and the United 
Kingdom, 12-hours 
nursing shift are the 
norm, replacing the 
8-hour shifts that were 
common decades ago. 
Some of the benefits 
of the 12-hour shift 
have been a shorter 
work week with more 
days off; flexibility; 
better continuity of 
care for patients and 
an enhanced work-life 
balance.

Dr. Cameron Wilkinson, Medical Chief of Staff at the 
Joseph N. France General Hospital

Mrs. Sonia Daly-Finley (left) presents a JNF General Hospital nurse with a token of 
appreciation.

Joseph N. France (JNF) General Hospital
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 16

done on Johnson’s body on 
Tuesday and according to 
police, released by Forensic 
Pathologist, Dr. Valery 
Alexandrov. 

“Dr. Alexandrov concluded 
that Johnson’s death was as a 
result of acute internal blood 
loss due to a ruptured aorta 
sustained in a vehicular ac-
cident. Johnson was involved 
in a fatal accident on July 
07, 2018 along Wellington 

Road,” the police statement 
said.

Queeley said his organiza-
tion will conduct the in-
terview in a professional 
manner. “We are not going 
to be side-tracked by dis-
tractors who are perpetuat-
ing things on social media.”

The Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) are 
also receiving critism for 
their handling of Johnson 
after an amateur video was 

released showing EMTs 
asking Johnson to stand de-
spite his injuries. The two 
EMTs have been suspended 
as health officials inves-
tigate the matter.Minister 
of Health the Hon. Wendy 
Phipps indicated that the 
usual protocols were not 
followed. “Based on what 
we unfortunately saw on the 
video tells us some of the 
basics of the protocols that 
should have been followed 
may not have been accu-
rately followed.” She said 

the hospital methods for 
training hospital staff are an 
ongoing exercise. 

“JNF General Hospital has a 
built in service training unit 
that trains all of its officers,” 
Phillips said. “When the 
EMT service started almost 
19 years ago, an overseas 
trainer came in to conduct 
the initial programming. 
Once that was over and the 
curriculum was confirmed 
all subsequent training of 
EMT officers was done by 

hospital staff, including but 
not limited to nursing man-
agers and the emergency re-
sponse surgical team.

“What we do in the first 
instance is a training and 
retraining.”

Johnson’s death led to hun-
dreds of individuals protest-
ing outside of the Basseterre 
Police station and the hospi-
tal last week.

Police Commissioner reports: Police, EMS 
officials investigating Johnson death
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Harris.

Since 2015, the Team 
Unity-led Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
has brought several 
pieces of legislation 
before the Honourable 
House, which seek to 
address matters relat-
ing to tax transparency 
and the exchange of 
information.

“By way of the enact-
ment of these legisla-
tions, the government 
has signaled to the 
global community in no 
uncertain terms the seri-
ousness with which St. 
Kitts and Nevis takes 
its commitment to the 
implementation of the 
relevant international 
standards that pro-
mote transparency and 

information exchange 
for tax purposes, while 
at the same time dis-
couraging tax evasion 
[and] schemes operat-
ing in our jurisdictions,” 
Prime Minister Harris 
disclosed.

The Finance Minister 
noted that St. Kitts 
and Nevis has sup-
ported the work of 
the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development 
(OECD) Global Forum 
on Transparency 
and Exchange of 
Information for Tax 
Purposes, which is the 
premier international 
body that ensures the 
implementation of the 
international standards 
on tax transparency. 
As a result, the coun-
try has increased its 

treaty network to the 
point where it now has 
21 tax information ex-
change agreements – at 
least seven of which 
were signed in the last 
three years.

These agree-
ments include the 
OECD Multilateral 
Convention on Mutual 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistance in Tax 
Matters, as well as 
the OECD’s Inclusive 
Framework on Base 
Erosion and Profit 
Sharing (BEPS), which 
comprises over 100 
jurisdictions that are 
collaborating on the 
implementation of the 
OECD/G20 anti-BEPS 
Package. The Package 
aims to tackle BEPS 
practices, which refer to 
tax avoidance strategies 

that involve artificially 
shifting profits to low- 
or no-tax locations.

“Each and every action 
that this Government 
has taken was to en-
sure that the financial 
services sector and the 
Federation as a whole 
remain credible and 
could stand up to the 
scrutiny of international 
assessments,” Prime 
Minister Harris added.

The twin island 
Federation has also 
signed the Multilateral 
Competent Authority 
Agreement to facilitate 
the automatic exchange 
of financial account in-
formation in accordance 
with the Common 
Reporting Standard 
(CRS).

Brantley irate, calls Guardian 
report misleading CONT’D 

Integrity in Public Life Act aims 
to protect public interest

It is important for 
public servants to dis-
play the highest ethi-
cal and moral values 
at all times, said the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
the Honourable Shawn 
Richards, noting that 
the recently gazetted 
Integrity in Public Life 
(IPL) Act will seek to 
ensure these values.

“The legislation 
speaks to persons who 
serve the public being 
honest and if they are 
honest the reality is 
that you have nothing 
to be fearful of,” said 
Richards. “Part of it is 
even more fundamen-
tal because as public 
servants we are serv-
ing a wider body of 
persons. We are serv-
ing the public. The 
public interest must be 
protected at all times.” 

According to Richards, 
the integrity in pub-
lic life legislation and 

putting a commission 
in place will not bring 
an end to corruption in 
public life. He added 
that an end to corrup-
tion will only come 
about once there is 
honesty.

He said that it was 
important to make the 
Act operational for 
the betterment of all 
as the government has 
a greater responsibil-
ity to the people of the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“That is the responsi-
bility that the govern-
ment must protect. 
We must protect those 
innocent persons out 
there. We must protect 
the young children 
who must have a fu-
ture in this country and 
a future in which, not 
only in terms of the 
financial resources we 
are able to do things 
for them, but a future 

in which they can point 
to the members of par-
liament, they can point 
to the persons working 
for government and 

feel comfortable that 
proper examples are 
being set for them in 
terms of what we are 
called upon to do as 

stewards,” Richards 
said. 

The deputy prime min-
ister noted that prior to 
taking up office, good 
governance and trans-
parency were at the 
forefront of his admin-
istration’s campaign 
and it was important 
to ensure that this was 
upheld.

“This is part of the 
fulfillment of the good 
governance agenda 
upon which we cam-
paigned. It spoke to 
consulting with the 
people and that is why 
we are here. The law 
was gazetted and the 
very next morning we 
have called those who 
will be affected to con-
sult with you and let 
you know the require-
ments of the legisla-
tion because that too is 
part of the good gover-
nance agenda, ensur-
ing that you as civil 

servants know what 
will be required of 
you,” he noted. “Part 
of the good gover-
nance agenda is ensur-
ing that the legislation 
that was passed since 
2013, some five years 
later in 2018 is now 
being put into effect.”

The IPL Act is an Act 
to make provision for 
a Code of Conduct and 
declarations of interest 
for public officials; for 
the offences of abuse of 
office, misconduct and 
neglect of duty; and 
in that connection to 
make provision for the 
establishment of the 
Integrity Commission, 
its powers and func-
tions, and to provide 
for related or inciden-
tal matters.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Richards said that the 
public interest must be 
protected at all times. 

Mover of the Bill, Prime Minister and Minister responsi-
ble for Finance, Dr. the Honourable Timothy Harris.

CONT’D FROM PAGE 14

Deputy Prime Minister Richards said that the public 
interest must be protected at all times
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Water supply critical, government 
urges wise water use; Desal 

water being purchased
By Loshaun Dixon

The potable water sup-
ply in the Basseterre 
are has reached a criti-
cal low point, with the 
government forced to 
purchase desalinated 
water to supply parts 
of the island, according 
to Minister of Public 
Infrastructure the Hon. 

Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd.

Liburd noted that sig-
nificantly low rainfall 
for 2018 has caused the 
low water. He urged 
consumers to use water 
wisely.

The minister said the 
Basseterre water system 
is operating at a margin 
that is susceptible to 

shocks. 

“Any event that starts 
to reduce the supply 
be it seasonal rainfall 
fluctuations, excessive 
rainfall clogged surface 
intake, downed pumps, 
will impact on the reli-
ability of the supply,” 
Liburd said. “Routine 
monitoring of our wells 
have indicated that 

several wells including 
about 25 percent of wells 
supplying the Basseterre 
system have Total 
Dissolved Solids (TDS) 
above World Health 
Organization guidelines, 
this has implications for 
human health and is an 
indication of salinization 
of the aquifer.”

According to the Water 
Research Centre, elevated 
total dissolved solids 
can result in water hav-
ing a bitter or salty taste; 
result in incrustations, 
films, or precipitates on 
fixtures such as plumb-
ing systems; corrosion of 
fixtures, and reduced effi-
ciency of water filter and 
equipment.

Liburd said that steps have 
been taken by the Water 
Services Department to 
deal with the lowering 
margins, which includes 
purchasing desalinated 
water for the Frigate Bay 
area.

 “The Water Services 
Department has col-
laborated with the Royal 
Utilities, supplier of de-
salinated water to the 
Marriott, to link our sys-
tem,” Liburd said. “Royal 
Utilities can provide the 
Frigate Bay system with 

500,000 gallons of water 
produced at their plant so 
we are negotiating a price 
to purchase said water. 
Government is also cur-
rently in discussions with 
BEAD who is this??? to 
resolve outstanding is-
sues that will connect the 
approximately 1 million 
gallons of water now 
available from the two 
Shadwell wells.”

Liburd added that the 
government is commit-
ted to further exploration 
of groundwater resources 
with Ocean Technology 
completing preliminary 
work. Several premium 
well sites have been0 
identified that will add 
another 1 million gallons 
per day to the system. 
“We are committed to 
continue to explore de-
salinization as a viable 
option especially in times 
of drought,” he said.

Liburd announced that 
the Water Services 
Department has under-
taken a project to use 
chlorinatin to disinfect 
all of the island’s public 
water supplies under its 
management. 

“To date, 99 percent of 
the island’s potable wa-
ter has been disinfected 

and the outstanding sup-
plies of water will be 
chlorinated by the end 
of this month,”Liburd 
said “The Water Service 
Department chlorinates 
at internationally recom-
mended levels and the 
Water Service Department 
and the Department of 
Environmental Health 
continually tests the wa-
ter to make sure it meets 
these standards.”

He said chlorination is the 
most effective and eco-
nomical means of water 
disinfection. 

“Done properly chlorina-
tion inactivates bacteria 
and some viruses and 
protects the water from 
re-contamination during 
transmission and stor-
age,” he said. “Water 
quality tests indicated 
chlorination is necessary 
as some of our sources 
are being linked to the 
outbreak of diarrheal 
diseases.”

 “Our water tariff was 
last adjusted 18 years ago 
in 2000. Water remains 
universally accessible in 
St Kitts whereby 99 per-
cent of consumers have 
pipe-borne water to their 
homes yet our tariff is the 
lowest in the region.”

Minister of Public Infrastructure the Hon. Ian ‘Patches’ Liburd
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Three former Nevis 
principals recognized 

for their service
By Monique Washington 

Three former Nevis 
school principals 
were honored this 
week by both the 
Ministry of Education 
and Department of 
Education for their years 
of dedicated service.

Principals, deputy 

principal and supervi-
sors were guest at the 
inaugural Principal 
Appreciation Dinner 
on Monday (July 16) at 
the Four Seasons Resort 
Ballroom.

Receiving awards were:

42 years service

Adina Taylor, 42 years 

developing education 
on Nevis.Adina Taylor 
servedin the Department 
of Education from1975-
2017. She was the 
former Principal of 
theElizabeth Pemberton 
primary school and 
her mostrecent posi-
tion wasEducation 
Officer responsible for 
Adult and Continuing 

Education. 

39 years service

Ermilita Elliott, 39 years 
developing and sustain-
ing education on Nevis. 
Ermilita Elliott began her 
teaching career as an un-
trained teacher to trained 
teacher, to principalEdu-
cation Officer.

30 years service

I. Edison Elliott, 30 years 
developing and sustain-
ing education in Nevis. 
I. Edison Elliott is the 
longest recorded princi-
pal of the Charlestown 
Secondary School and the 
Charlestown Sixth Form 
College.

Junior Minister of 
Education, Hon. Troy 
Liburd commented that 
the evening’s event was a 
way to recognize the prin-
cipals for their hard work 
during the school year.

“We will recognize you. 
We know that is not what 
you are looking for, but 
none-the-less we will rec-
ognize the hard work that 
you are doing,” Liburd 
said. “This appreciation 
can only go so far but I 
believe it signifies that 
we are serious about our 
schools, we are serious 
about giving the sup-
port that is necessary to 
our principals and to our 
teachers.” 

Kevin Barret, Permeant 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Education revealed that 
he suggested an appre-
ciation dinner to Junior 
Minister Liburd. He noted 
that the eventwas a way 
for the principals to re-
laxreflect on the positives 
of the school year oppose 
to the negatives.

“It’s like a winding down 
to your long hard year 
of stewardship at your 
school. Just relax and 
have a good time,” he 
concluded. 

I. Edison Elliott

Adina Taylor

Ermilita Elliott  
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Eustace Nisbett 
admitted to the 

court bar

By Monique Washington

Eustace Nisbett has 
been admitted as an at-
torney-at-law at the bar 
of the St. Christopher 
and Nevis Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme 
Court. 

Nisbett spent six years 
studying law in London, 
England, and in Jamaica. 
On Wednesday (July 
17) Nisbett took the 
oath at the High Court 
in Charlestown, which 
will authorize him to 
be a barrister and so-
licitor to practice in the 
Federation.

Nisbett graduated from 
Holborn College with a 
University of London 
upper second class de-
gree in Law. In 2014, 
he was admitted to the 
Honourable Society of 
Lincolns Inn. In 2014, 
Nisbett was called to 
the Bar of England and 
Wales, and in 2017 
attained a grade of 
Very Competent from 
BPP University in 
Birmingham. He then 
attended the Norman 
Manley Law School in 
Jamaica where he grad-
uated and was awarded 
the Legal Education 
Certificate. Nisbett’s 
is the former founder 

and manager of a soft-
ball team in Brown Hill 
Village for the island 
tournament. He has ar-
ranged domino compe-
titions, and he was one 
of the organizers and 
team manager for the 
island basketball tour-
nament. Nisbett has 
sponsored sports uni-
forms for Ivor Walters 
Primary School, where 
he voluntarily taught 
math, computer sci-
ence and track-and-
field. He has chaired 
the Culturama Junior 
Calypso competition 
and is the co-founder of 
Mentoring All Leaders 
Everywhere, a male 
community group.

Nisbett told he Observer 
on Wednesday al-
though it was his first 
time in England, the 
whole experience was 
worthwhile. 

Nisbett said one of 
the reasons he de-
cided to pursue law 
was, “People should 
have access to jus-
tice. Access to justice 
should not be limited 
because of the actions 
of people or institution 
with greater resources. 
As an advocate, your 
job is to do what is best 
for your client, hav-
ing your duty to the 

court being paramount 
to your duties to assist 
your client. This is a 
very disciplined profes-
sion if you follow the 
ethics,” he said.

Nisbett said his mother 
was “instrumental in 
enabling me to pro-
vide for myself there in 
London and Jamaica.” 
Aunts and cousins as-
sisted and Eric and 
Marilyn Maynard who 
took care of his son 
while he and his wife 
were away studying. 

“One of the joys is 
that there were many 
Nevisians who, reli-
giously checked in to 
see how I was doing. 
I have the support of 
many of the Nevisian 
public.”

In his address to the 
court he noted “like 
the experience of many 
others, mine were a 
passage filled with 
challenges and tri-
umph, with grief and 
merriment. Despite all 
that, the experience 
was fascinating, and 
in the end, I have been 
rewarded for my toil. I 
am back. I am back to 
#8 Garden View. I am 
back to the place I call 
home.”
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Two brothers bailed-out after 
cocaine, gun, ammunition charges

By Monique Washington 

The High Court in 
Charlestown has re-
leased two brothers, 
Travonne and Tivonne 
Bryant on $30,000 bail 
each, one of the smaller 
bails issued this year, on 
multiple cocaine, gun 
and ammunition posses-
sion charges. Travonne 
is a Customs Officer and 
Tivonne is a Brick Kiln 
Village Port Officer. 
Bail was granted on 
Thursday ( July 12).

The two defendants, 
in addition to the bail 
amount, were also re-
quested to surrender all 
travel documents. They 
are to report to the New 
Castle Police Station 
daily between 6 a.m. and 
5 p.m and they are to ob-
serve a curfew between 

7 p.m. and 6 a.m. On 
June 14, The Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force and Her 
Majesty’s Customs and 
Excise confiscated one 
.357-calibre revolver 
with ammunition inside 
a DVD player along 
with a number of pack-
ages of a substance 
suspected to be cocaine  
concealed in what ap-
peared to be a colouring 
set at the Vance Amory 
International Airport.

Both men were charged 
by the Police for the of-
fences of Possession of 
a Firearm, Possession 
of Ammunition, 
Smuggling, Possession 
of Cocaine and 
Possession of Cocaine 
with Intent to Supply. 
Travonne was also 
given 13 charges by the 
Customs and Excise 

Department: four 
counts of Importation 
of a Restricted Good 
not in Accordance 
with the Conditions 
and Restrictions 
Imposed, four counts 
of Importation of a 
Quantity of Goods 
Packed in a Manner 
Intended or Appearing 
to Deceive a Customs 
Officer, four counts of 
Attempted Fraudulent 
Evasion and one 
count of Removal of 
Goods from a Customs 
Controlled Area.

The brothers previ-
ously appeared before 
Magistrate Yasmine 
Clarke at the Magistrate 
Court in Charlestown 
to apply for bail, but 
were denied.

Just weeks ago, Darren 
Caines of St. Paul’s, 

was charged with 
Possession of Cannabis, 
Possession of Cannabis 
with Intent to Supply 
and Importation of 
Cannabis was granted 
$50,000 bail and or-
dered to appear at the 
Basseterre Magistrate 
Court on August 13, 
2018. Steve Adams of 
Downing Street, Sandy 

Point was charged 
for the offence of 
Possession of Firearm. 
He was granted $60,000 
bail and ordered to ap-
pear at the Dieppe Bay 
Magistrate Court on 
August 13, 2018. 

Also receiving bail 
Thursday was Eric 
Stapleton Jr. Stapleton, 

who was charged on 
June 15 with posses-
sion of a 9 mm Sig 
Sauer pistol with am-
munition and charged 
with smuggling. He 
was granted $30,000 
bail. 

No date has been set for 
their trail.
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