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Lighthouse Baptist Church Ministries 
Bill passes the National Assembly

The Lighthouse Baptist 
Church Ministries 
Incorporation Bill 
2018 was passed in 
the National Assembly 
in St. Kitts and Nevis 
with Senior Minister 
and Minister with 
responsibility for 
Ecclesiastical Affairs 
and mover of the bill, 
the Honourable Vance 
Amory, praised the 
church for its commu-
nity involvement.  

Senior Minister Amory 
noted that the bill is 
simple, as it seeks to 
incorporate through 
legislation the Light 
House Baptist Church 
as an entity within St. 
Kitts and Nevis.  He 
noted that the church 
has always been an 
active organization in 
society.

“The Lighthouse 

Baptist Church has 
been involved in a 
number of outreach 
programmes for the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Clearly because 
of its situation in the 
Sandy Point area and 
for a period of six 
years 1992-1998, the 
church had under its di-
rection medical attention 
from doctors visiting 
from overseas, provid-
ing services in dentistry, 
ophthalmology and 
providing it free of cost 
to the people in the vil-
lage,” said the senior 
minister.

He touched on the 
Lighthouse Baptist 
Church’s involvement in 
the lives of the youth of 
the Federation and ap-
plauded the church for 
the time and dedication 
given to the children.

“The church also hosts 
an annual Vacation 
Bible School in which 
it provides instruction to 

the children of the area. 
I think we would agree 
Mr. Speaker that the 
manner in which we are 
going in our society of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, it is im-
portant that we support 
those kinds of activities 
by our churches to try 
and bring our children 
back in line so that we 
can have a more peace-
ful society,” he said. “In 
addition to the Vacation 
Bible School and youth 
camps, the Lighthouse 
Baptist Church also 
provides assistance for 
youth attending regional 
conferences for spiritual 
upliftment.”

He added that every third 
Sunday of each month 
the church also conducts 
health checks for the 
people in the com-
munity in the forms 
of blood pressure and 
blood sugar screen-
ings free of charge.

“Mr. Speaker, based 
on the activity and 

the involvement of 
the church, I think it 
is important that the 
government through 
the Ministry of 
Ecclesiastical Affairs 
continues to support 
the effort of this as-
sembly, and it is im-
portant also that we 
do similarly for other 
churches…” he said.

The Lighthouse 
Baptist Church was 
established in 1992 
by Pastor Keithley 
Saunders. The follow-
ing year marked the 
birth of the institu-
tion with 22 chartered 
members. In 2000, 
the church received 
a plot of land in the 
Crab Hill area in 
Sandy Point and the 
building project for 
the church began in 
2002 with completion 
in 2003.  In 2014, the 
church was remod-
eled and now houses 
the Amazing Grace 
Experience Museum.

Senior Minister and Minister with responsibility for Ec-
clesiastical Affairs and mover of the bill, the Honourable 

Vance Amory.

Lighthouse Baptist Church
® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Unsuitable applications will not be acknowledged

RBC Financial (Caribbean) Limited has a vacancy for:

Analyst - Financial Control

What is the opportunity?

In this role you will provide support to the Finance Department in relation to the accounting and finan-
cial reporting. Promote teamwork by committing to deliver a continuous high level of service to 
colleagues/partners. Contribute to the Finance Department’s objectives by identifying and offering 
appropriate solutions with a continuous focus on effectiveness.

What do you need to succeed?
• Review and approve daily financial transactions, including  
 following up on posting anomalies
• Complete internal financial reports and reports for Group  
 Finance and RBC Head Office
• Ensure Bank is compliant with regulatory requirements,  
 such as tax filings and payments, bank licensing,  
 corporate filings
• Review and ensure timely and accurate completion of  
 suspense account reconciliations/Attestation 
• Manage monthly accruals and ensure same are   
 reversed timely
• Work closely with Manager – Finance RBC EC to ensure  
 timely and accurate completion of all financial statements  
 that comply with International Financial Reporting  
 Standards in order to support the annual statutory audit  
 function
• Assist Manager – Finance RBC EC with implementation of  
 solutions for any Management letter or internal control  
 points
• Work with Finance team to ensure timely completion of  
 annual audit process by assisting with the preparation of  
 audit schedules
• Approve expenditures/cheques and appropriate General  
 Ledger/DDA entries as outlined in authorities

Must-have:
• Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, Economics,   
 Management or a related field program
• ACCA Level 2 or equivalent qualification
• Must be proficient in use of spreadsheets 
• At least three years Supervisory experience

Nice-to-have:
• Must demonstrate good analytical skills
• Must possess good communication skills (oral/written)

What’s in it for you?
We thrive on the challenge to be our best, progressive 
thinking to keep growing, and working together to deliver 
trusted advice to help our clients thrive and communities 
prosper. We care about each other, reaching our potential, 
making a difference to our communities, and achieving 
success that is mutual.

• Comprehensive Total Rewards Program including bonuses  
 and flexible benefits
• Leaders who support your development through coaching  
 and managing opportunities
• Ability to make a difference and lasting impact
• Work in a dynamic, collaborative, progressive, and  
 high-performing team
• Opportunities to do challenging work
• Opportunities to take on progressively greater   
 accountabilities  

Application Deadline: July 20th, 2018 
must be submitted via jobs.rbc.com
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‘Groovy, Power Soca’ finalists battle 
in Culturama competitions

By Monique Washington

Twenty- five Soca 
competitors went 
head-to-head on Sat. 
(July 21) in an effort 
to capture one of eight 
spots in the Culturama 
Soca competition. 

Culturama officially 
opened Thursday. 
The 44th edition of 
Culturama will be 
held under the theme 

‘Fete, Food Folklore 
for Culturama 44’ and 
will run from July 26 
to Aug. 7.

The Semi-finals were 
held Saturday (July 
21) at the Cultural 
Village. Eleven art-
ists performed in the 
“Groovy segment,” 
while 14 artists per-
formed in the “Power 
segment.” The compe-
tition was keenly con-
tested with 16 finalists 

chosen, eight in each 
category. Competitors 
will compete against 
Delly Ranks, reign-
ing Power and Groovy 
winner last year. The 
final competition takes 
place Aug. 2 at the 
Cultural Village. 

Eight competitors en-
tering the final in the 
Groovy segment will 
be Charis D, Soca 
Empress, Eto Dan and 
KZ, Daddy Tusty, Bad 

man Polo, Eazi and 
Jarwa, and Hollywood 
and Speedy. 

The eight finalists in 
the Power segment 
will be Soca Empress, 
Hollywood, Daddy 
Tusty, Blade, Speedy, 
Eto Dan and Kz, Jezzy 
Sparta, X man and 
Eazi. 

In the meantime, 14 
competitors have been 
named to battle in the 

Culturama Semi-Final 
competition slated 
July 28. They are: 
Astro, Nutsy, Dis an 
Dat, Charis D, Polo, 
X-Man, Sookie, Irwin, 
Murray, De Enforcer, 
Pupa Wheeler, Lady 
Smooth, Baker, and 
Daddy Nature. 

Of the 14 competi-
tors, only nine face the 
reigning Culturama 
Senior Calypso King, 
Hollywood in the Aug. 

4 final competition 

Other Culturama 
44 competitions 
will be the Mr. and 
Ms. Talented Youth 
Pageant, July 29; Ms. 
Culture Swimsuit and 
Mr. Kool Contest, July 
31; Groovy and Power 
Soca Monarch Finals, 
Aug. 2; Senior Kaiso 
Contest, Aug. 4, and 
Ms. Culture Queen 
Pageant, Aug. 5.
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Culturama Fever 

St Kitts and Nevis has at least 10 festival squeezed into each calendar year.  
There is Carnival, Green Valley Festival, Sandy Point Bangalang, Music 
Festival, Nevis Jazz Festival, Winfest, Gingerama, Latinfest, Labour fest, 
PAM fest.   With so many festivals, and with each festival having a queen 
pageant, it is little wonder that Culturama 42 had difficulty finding del-
egates for its Ms Culture Queen competition. 

In the early years, there was a distinct African and cultural theme to the 
Culture Queen pageant. This is perhaps the area of greatest departure 
from the concept of culture on display.  Today, there is no pretence; the 
pageant is all glitz and glamour, beads, strings and feathers; plunging 
necklines and backlines and lots of daring.   

The food fair is always a crowd pleaser.  It is less about food and more 
about re-unions and nostalgia.  You can find cultural delicacies and com-
fort foods of your childhood.  You can catch up with friends from far flung 
corners of the globe and local persons who you haven’t seen for a long 
time.  It is also a time of great entrepreneurship and of economic activity.   

The Calypso show (now called Kaiso) has witnessed some keen rivalries 
over the years.  These created intense discussion points and revved up the 
hype for the night of the show.  Not so now. The guard should be chang-
ing but nobody is emerging, so the Calypsonians are being recycled.   The 
young performers are opting for soca which is a one or two-liner, repeated 
over and over again, often at frenzied speed.  Calypso, on the other hand 
requires lyrics, verses, a refrain and actual singing.   Soca is the future, 
and there is money in it! 

Musically it was Freeman of Rawlins vs Neale of Mount Lily/Fountain vs 
Hamilton of Barnes Ghaut for the band clash. Close your eyes now, and 
listen and you cannot tell where you are as the music has become univer-
sal and generic.  Mind you, it is still creative, just not unique anymore. 

In the beginning, it was almost exclusively cultural troupes.  Rawlins 
Masquerade vs Hanleys Road Masquerade vs Cotton Ground masquer-
ade. Not so anymore. Now only two of the cultural troupes have survived, 
Masquerade and Clowns.  Cowboys & Indians, Giant Despair, Johnny 
Walker,  Neigabisnes, Bull,  Minstrells,  Red Cross have all disappeared 
with the death or retirement of many of our cultural icons.  No more 
pan-around-the neck either; instead it is the long jam from Gingerland to 
Charlestown, ending up with a clash of bands.   This 4 mile long jam is 
not for the faint of heart! 

Yes Ginger. This is Culturama time, so leh we wine - but safely! 
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Bachelor’s, Master’s 
degrees in Education to be 

offered in St. Kitts, Nevis 
As part of its core re-
sponsibility of bring-
ing higher education 
to teachers and prin-
cipals in the Eastern 
Caribbean, the School 
of Education, which is a 
part of the University of 
the West Indies (UWI), 
is proposing to offer a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Education in 
St. Kitts and Nevis. 

Appearing on the ra-
dio-television show 
“Working for You” on 
July 18, Professor Dr. 
Joel Warrican of the 
University of the West 
Indies (UWI) Open 
Campus said that the 
School of Education at 
UWI Cave Hill Campus 
offers a number of pro-
grammes and has had a 
great relationship with 
all the colleges in the 
Eastern Caribbean, in-
cluding St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

He added that the 
School of Education has 
a mandate to serve the 
Eastern Caribbean in 
the Teacher Education 
field in the region.

“In recent discus-
sions with the OECS 
Commission and with 
the joint Board of 
Teacher Education in-
cluding the teachers’ 
colleges, the Ministries 
of Education, the 
Teachers Union and the 
School of Education in 
the Eastern Caribbean, 
it was decided that the 
school has to find a way 
to open access to as 
many teachers as possi-
ble,” said Dr. Warrican.

“For example, the 
Bachelors in Education, 
we have made the deci-
sion that each college in 
the Eastern Caribbean 
should be able to take 
control of the Bachelors 
in Education and of-
fer it at home, at their 
college with the Cave 
Hill Campus’ School of 

Education just acting as 
sort of a quality assur-
ance mechanism,” he 
said.

He added that the pro-
gramme is also for 
those persons who 
already have a de-
gree in a content area 
such as Linguistics, 
Mathematics or Science 
and who are teaching 
in schools, but who 
are not teacher trained. 
The institution has also 
agreed that the teachers 
and principals should 
be able to access the 
Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education, which is 
already offered in St. 
Kitts.

Dr. Warrican explained 
that the intention of the 
School of Education 
is to take all the pro-
grammes that the school 
has to offer and bring 
them to the community.

In terms of the Master’s 

Degree, Professor 
Warrican said that St. 
Kitts and Nevis should 
be able to access the 
higher level learning 
opportunity.

“If you look at any giv-
en year at the Cave Hill 
Campus—the School of 
Education, you are just 
going to have maybe 
one or two persons from 
the profession here 
coming to do a Masters. 
Sometimes it’s zero. We 
want to change that, he 
said.”

“So, we have made the 
decision that, and we 
wrote to all the colleges, 
(that) we are giving 
them the opportunity to 
partner with us as they 
have been good partners 
over the years that we 
will come and we will 
offer the Master’s on 
the ground,” said the 
professor.

The Master’s 

Programme will be de-
livered by tutors from 
the Clarence Fitzroy 
Bryant College (CFBC), 
from the communities, 
ministries and others, 
said Dr. Warrican. They 
will teach under the 
guidance of someone 
from UWI Cave Hill 
Campus.

“So, at Cave Hill there 
will be somebody re-
sponsible for the pro-
gramme,” he said. 
“Everything that the 
students at Cave Hill 
get, the students in St. 
Kitts and Nevis will get 
it also because we will 
use our online learning 
space and post it there 
for the students to ac-
cess it, but better yet that 
you have a discussion 
site so that the students 
can have that discussion 
and interface with a stu-
dent in other Caribbean 
countries.”

Professor Dr. Joel Warrican of the University of the West Indies Open Campus
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Public invited to 

MV Christena 

disaster 

memorial 

service

An announcement from 
the Premier’s Ministry 
in the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
invites the public to 
the annual memorial 
service to commemo-
rate the MV Christena 
disaster.

“The Premier’s 
Ministry cordially in-
vites the general public 
to a memorial service to 
commemorate the 48th-
Anniversary of the MV 

Christena disaster,” the 
announcement said.

The service will be 
held at the Christena 
Memorial on Samuel 
Hunkins Drive in 
Charlestown on Wed. 
Aug, 1 at 10:00 a.m.

A special invitation is 
extended to survivors 
and surviving relatives 
to attend the service and 
lay wreaths. 

Nevis Island Administration seal

Reigning Junior King places first 
in Soca competition; ready to 

defend his Culturama title
By Monique Washington 

Reigning Culturama 
Junior Kaiso King 
and National Carnival 
Primary School Junior 
Kaiso King, Terron 
‘Invincible’ Webb, has 
captured the first place 
position in the ‘Battle for 
the Future’ Soca Monarch 
competition held in 
Statia last Thursday eve-
ning (July 19). Prior to 
the July 26 finals, he said 
he is confident he will re-
tain his Culturama Junior 
Calypso Crown.

Thirteen-year-old Webb 
competed for the first 
time in the Soca arena 
with his song ‘Carnival 
Weekend.’ For placing 
first runner-up, Webb re-
ceived US$850, run trip 
tickets for two to any-
where WinAir Travels, 
a gift basket and school 
supplies.

The competition was 
opened to islands in the 
region. Participating in 
the competition were 
Yohance ‘De Executor 
Benjamin, Anguilla; 
Drejean ‘Master Blaster’ 
Canwood, St. Eustatius; 
Gerline ‘Queen Lintje’ 
Heyliger, Aruba; and 
Bertie ‘Niqo’ Nicholio, 
St. Maarten. The five 
competitors battled for 
the crown but at the end 
of the Master Blaster 
from Statia edged Webb 
by five points securing 
the crown.

On Tuesday, The 
Observer Webb said, 
“The competition in 
Statia was very nice for a 
small island.” 

Webb said competing in 
a regional event did not 
feel any different to com-
peting in St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

“It felt like any ordi-
nary competition. It felt 
just like competing in 
Nevis” he said. Webb 

loves singing and said it 
doesn’t matter whether 
its Soca or Calypso, 

he loves them both the 
same. He would like to 
compete again in Soca 

“if the opportunity is 
there, I will take it,” he 
said. It doesn’t matter, he 
likes singing in Calypso 
and Soca.

Asked about the upcom-
ing competition, in which 
he will defend his crown 
in the Culturama Junior 
Calypso Competition 
Webb said he was ready 
for it.

Webb will compete with: 
Lega Z: Zyon Harding, 
Singing Sparkle: 
Shadelle Mitchell; De 
Reporter: Jahmarley 
Lawrence; Princess 
Marika: Marika Kendall; 
Princess Neveha: Shante 
Hendrickson; Erastus: 
Rajaun Fyfield; Princess 
Ali: Na-Aliyah Smithen; 
Little Lyne: Lyne 
Smithen; King Akedo: 

Akedo Smithen; Mighty 
J: Marques Washington; 
Young Legend: Micque 
Washington; Dequon: 
Dequon Hendrickson; 
and Singing Devi: 

Devonique Liburd.  
Webb said he is going 
into the competition 
“confident.” “I’m just 
going out and do my nor-
mal thing,” he concluded.

Reigning Culturama Junior Kaiso King and National 
Carnival Primary School Junior Kaiso King, Terron 

‘Invincible’ Webb

MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, Health 
Management, Hospitality & Tourism, HRM, 
Info. Systems, Leadership & Innovation, 
Logistics & Supply Chain Management, 
Marketing & Sales, Project Management 
• Option to earn both an MBA and MBM in 
24 months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Finance, Hospitality, HRM and Marketing 

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care
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Brantley denies new loan, says $142m 
was restructured existing loans

By Monique Washington 

The Premier of Nevis, 
Hon Mark Brantley, 
has assured the people 
of Nevis that the Nevis 
Island Administration 
did not take a new loan 
of US$142 million, 
but instead restructured 
existing loans for that 
amount.

Speaking at his 
monthly press con-
ference on Thursday 
at the Government 
Headquarters at the 
Social Security Building 
in Pinney’s. Brantley said 
contrary to what people 
believe, the NIA has no 
new loans.

“There is no new debt,” 
the Premier said. ’This 
is a restructured existing 
debt and our restruc-
tured rate is now 5.3% 

opposed to 9% that we 
used to pay. Now we will 
save a considerate sum 
of money over the life of 
this loan.” 

He noted that with the 
restructuring of the loan 
the Government will be 
able to save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars each 
month.

Brantley noted that one 
of the St .Kitts Nevis 
National Bank require-
ments was to put up a 
number of securities. He 
said that the lands the 
NIA was using as a se-
curity were not enough, 
so the NIA turned to the 
Federal Government.

“One of the requirements 
of the National Bank, be-
cause we didn’t have suf-
ficient lands to secure this 
debt, was to get a federal 
guarantee.” he explained. 

“That Federal guarantee 
has been provided. They 
(National Bank) have a 
guarantee from the Nevis 
Island Administration. 
Both guarantees together 
along with 86.5 acres of 
land at Pinney’s form 
the basis of the secu-
rity for this restructuring 
arrangement.”

When asked about 
the location of the 
Governments 86.5 acres 
of land, Brantley said 
they are not those at 
Pinney’s Park, but are 
located on the opposite 
side of the Four Season 
Resort Villa.

Brantley said it is im-
portant to understand the 
$142 million loan is four 
loans consolidated into 
one and they “we have 
been working on the debt 
restructuring exercise for 
some time.” 

The Premier of Nevis, Hon Mark Brantley
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Immigration Dept. Chief 
forms Immigration 

Enforcement Unit to combat 
illegal employment

By Loshaun Dixon

The first goal of 

n e w l y - a p p o i n t -
ed Immigration 
Enforcement Department 
Chief Merclyn Hughes 

will be to stop ille-
gal immigration in the 
Federation. According 
to Hughes, who was 

formerly the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, 
she will make dynamic 
departmental changes, 

including establishing 
a special Enforcement 
Unit to combat illegal 
employment.

The Immigration 
Department has recently 
been separated from the 
police force as authori-
ties attempt to improve 
efficiency in both organ-
isations. “To tackle the 
immigration problem, we 
will establish an enforce-
ment arm in the unit...and 
their chief role will be to 
inspect work sites.”

Mrs. Hughes admitted the 
Immigration Department 
lacks the necessary hu-
man resources to carry 
out the planned agenda. 
“It is so understaffed at 
the moment for the num-
ber of projects and pro-
grammes that we want to 
implement,” she said.

Mrs. Hughes called for 
patience as the depart-
ment is revamped. noting 
it will take time to imple-
ment the changes. “It is 
a work in progress and 
people are going to expect 
a microwave response,” 
she said. “They are going 
to expect things to happen 
as you snap your finger, 
but it is not going to. We 
recognize and have iden-
tified there are some seri-
ous problems that need to 
be tackled.”

Hughes also called for 
immigrants who are not 
legal to get their docu-
ments in order. “We are 
a country that believes 
in immigration, but do it 
legally.” She said. “Pay 
your taxes, subscribe 
to Social Security and 
regularize yourselves 
because a lot of people 
came legally, received 
the necessary stamp, but 
it has expired and contin-
ues to be expired, so we 

encourage them to regu-
larize themselves.”

Hughes was appointed 
to the post July 2, and 
has used her time thus 
far familiarizing herself 
with the Immigration 
Department staff, She 
has visiting with airline 
representatives and secu-
rity officials at the R.L. 
Bradshaw International 
Airport and Port Zante 
Terminal. She has ob-
served employees at work 
and learned about how 
departmental procedures 
take place.

Mrs. Hughes appoint-
ment came in the wake of 
the recent apprehension 
of a wanted Jamaican 
in Antigua who was in 
the Federation for three 
months before going 
from St. Kitts and Nevis 
to Antigua.

Another case that caused 
concern was a young man 
wanted in Curacao for 
armed robbery believed 
to be in St. Kitts and 
Nevis by authorities in the 
Dutch territory.

The authorities are hunt-
ing 23--year-old Quincley 
Emanuell Poppen for a 
crime he committed in 
2013.

The Public Prosecutor’s 
Office in Curacao has 
sought the help of the peo-
ple of St. Kitts and Nevis 
to finding the young man.

They have received in-
formation from various 
sources that Poppen is 
a suspect in an armed 
robbery and murder of 
a Chinese merchant in 
Curacao and is believed to 
be on St. Kitts. However 
the police have been un-
able to locate him.

Immigration Chief Merclyn Hughes (file photo)
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Senior police 
officials, 
security 

firms meet 
with Nevis 

Premier, 
Cabinet 

members

Security issues were 
addressed last Friday 
when Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
Cabinet members met 
with senior mem-
bers of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, Nevis 
Division and private se-
curity firms in the con-
ference room at Pinne’s.

The meeting was part of 
NIA’s commitment to 
officers serving Nevis 
and described by Hon. 
Mark Brantley, Premier 

of Nevis and Minister 
responsible for Security 
it as not a one-of occur-
rence. He said, going 
forward these meetings 
will be held routinely.

“I thought it was im-
portant to continue this 
engagement with the 
police as we seek to ad-
dress some of the issues 
on the island in terms of 
security Brantley said. 
“This administration is 
fully committed to the 
police force and to the 
men and women that 

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister 
responsible for Security

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister responsible for Security, and other members of the Nevis Island 
Administration Cabinet, met July 20 with senior police officers of the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force, 

Nevis Division, at the administration’s conference room at Pinney’s Estate

put their lives on the 
line every day to ensure 
our safety and security. 
These meetings will be 
a regular occurrence 
because we intend to 
engage and consult and 
ensure that we are on 
the same page moving 
forward.”

The Premier explained 
security is a funda-
mental right to Nevis 
residents and as a con-
sequence the NIA has 
publicly pledged its 
commitment to the 
police and to ongoing 
dialogue with them to 
determine how best 
they could work togeth-
er to ensure the safety 
and security of Nevis 
residemts.

He used the opportunity 
to express gratitude to 
the senior officers for 
their continued commit-
ment and support. He 
also asked them to con-
vey the Administration’s 
gratitude to the ranks.

 Meantime, later that 
day, Mr. Brantley ac-
companied by Cabinet 
members met with pri-
vate security firms on 
the island. He said it 
was an opportunity to 
exchange ideas with a 
sector which augments 
the work of the police 
and the military sta-
tioned on Nevis to be-
gin a partnership with 
the NIA.

“We want, through 

this meeting, to start a 
dialogue with private 
security firms to allow 
them to understand 
that we are offering a 
partnership with them, 
the government and 
them, to seek to en-
hance the safety and 
security of the island,” 
Mr. Brantley said. “I 

thank them for taking 
time out of their day to 
be here with us and to 
spend a few minutes 
so we can bounce ideas 
off each other and work 
with the police and the 
army that is stationed in 
Nevis,” Bramtley said. 
“We want to assure the 
people of Nevis that the 

government and secu-
rity forces are commit-
ted to their safety and 
security.”

 It is estimated that more 
than 100 employees 
work for private secu-
rity firms on the island.
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PM Harris predicts election reform 
in August; Labour Party MP objects 

to ‘undemocratic’ changes
By Loshaun Dixon

The Federation will be 
making moves towards 
electoral reform over the 
next two months, accord-
ing to Prime Minister the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris.

For years, members of 
the present administra-
tion, while in opposition, 
have complained about 
what they claim are vot-
ing irregularities. These 
irregularities include al-
legations of individuals 
voting in constituencies 
in which they do not 
live, nationals flying in 
on polling day to vote 
and leaving a few hours 
later and the eligibility of 
Commonwealth citizens 
to vote.

Dr. Harris said the 
Electoral and Boundaries 
Commission will con-
sider making electoral 
reforms and propose new 
voting legislation to be 
in place by the end of 
September.

“This process will be well 
advanced by September 
2018, by that date the 
Electoral Boundaries 
Commission will be 
established,´Dr Harris 
said. “It is our intention 
to have new voting pro-
cedures in place by end 
of August, 2018.”

He added that that the 
legislation they want 
to implement regard-
ing electoral enchant-
ments will be come to 
Parliament later this year.

“Within a few months, 
the Electoral Bill, which 
seeks to introduce a num-
ber of enhancements and 
reforms, enumeration 
exercise, and residency 
requirements will be in 
Parliament.,” Dr. Harris 
said.

Late in March the gov-
ernment completed 
the National Assembly 

Elections Amendment 
Bill 2018 and had it a first 
reading in Parliament. 
The bill seeks to intro-
duce a six-month resi-
dency requirement for 
nationals to be eligible 
to vote in a particular 
constituency.

The move is viewed by 
many as a mechanism to 
prevent overseas nation-
als from voting.

The bill seeks to amend 
Section 37A, replacing 
the expression “ordi-
narily resident on the 
registration date” with 
the words “ordinarily 
resident for at least six 
months before the regis-
tration date.”

The bill also seeks to 
delete section 37B from 
the act. Section 37B 
reads, “a citizen of Saint 
Christopher and Nevis 
of 18- years or upwards 
whose name appears in 
the register of voters for a 
constituency and who is 
ordinarily resident over-
seas and has a domicile 
in St. Christopher and 
Nevis in accordance with 
section 37B.”

It also seeks to extend 
the residency require-
ment for Commonwealth 
Citizens from one-year to 
three-continuous-years.

Another proposed 
amendment to the 
National Assembly 
Elections Act is a 
change in the First 
Schedule, which gives 
Commonwealth citizens 
from only Caribbean 
countries or islands, the 
right to be registered and 
vote in an election.

The Opposition St. Kitts 
Nevis Labour Party has 
rejected the govern-
ment’s attempt at elec-
toral reform, calling the 
residency requirement 
“undemocratic.

Labour MP voices 

objections 

Labour MP the Hon. 
Konris Maynard, at his 
party’s press conference 
earlier this month, said 
the removal of over-
seas voters will lead 
to gerrymandering of 
boundaries and other il-
legal acts. “This is in the 
efforts of gerrymander-
ing to ensure their win in 
the elections,” he said.

“We would hope that the 
public pressure we are 
applying will bring com-
mon sense to prevail to 
prevent the government 
from going any further, 
in terms of taking this 
to parliament,” Maynard 
said.

He said his party will 
continue public pressure 
to ensure people main-
tain the right to vote.

“These persons contrib-
ute millions to our econo-
my, send home thousands 
in cash and food, and 
who visit every year,” 
Maynard explained. “It 
is unfathomable that we 
could take a decision to 
not allow them to vote.”

Prime Minister the Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris
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Calypso music filled the air as 
the Junior Calypso came to life at 
the opening of Culturama Festival 

‘Food Folklore. Culturama 44’
By Monique Washington

Immediately last night, 
right after Dr. Arthur 
France MBE inaugu-
rated Culturama 44, 
Calypso music filled 
the air and the Cultural 
Village shook as 13 
dancers took the stage to 
challenge reigning king 
Terron “Invincible” 
Webb for the Junior 
Calypso crown.

Dr. Arthur France 
MBE, the founder of 
the Leeds West Indian 
Carnival officially inau-
gurated Culturama 44, 
“Fete, Food Folklore, 

Culturama 44.”

Delivering remarks were  
Culturama Chairman 
Antonio Liburd  and the 
Minister of Culture Hon 
Eric Evelyn. Following 
the opening ceremony, 
the Peachick-sponsored 
Junior Calypso show 
thrilled everyone. 

France who is origi-
nally from Mount Lily 
Village, has spent al-
most six decades liv-
ing in England. He 
founded the Leeds West 
Indian Carnival in 1967. 
Leeds Carnival is one 
of the largest festival 
in the world. Last year 
over 250,000 persons  

attended for the fifth 
year celebration of 
the carnival. Speaking 
with The Observer on 
Wednesday, France said 
it is an honor and privi-
lege to open this year’s 
festival.

“My first loyalty 
lies with this beauti-
ful island,” France 
commented.

He noted that at this 
time of the year, he and 
his team prepares for the 
Leeds carnival, which is 
hosted during an August 
bank holiday.

“You don’t get me out of 
Europe this time of year 

because as you know 
running something such  
as a carnival is not an 
easy task . Unless you 
are involved in it, you 
have no understanding 
or awareness how dif-
ficult it is or how posi-
tive it is pulling it all 
together, “he said.

France said he was ex-
cited to bring his wife 
and three grandchildren 
to Nevis for  Culturama. 
He is delighted that his 
granddaughter will per-
form tonight at a steel 
pan presentation.

France said that he 
is looking forward 
to attend all of the 

competitionz, he noted 
however that he was 
amazed that there is no 
costume segment dur-
ing the Miss Culture 
Queen competition.

“It is amazing your 
queens are not in cos-
tumes,” France said. “I 
don’t know why they 
haven’t  got costumes. 
They are judging the 
beauty of a woman and 
a man rather than judg-
ing the beauty  and art 
of a costume. We judge 
the design and manufac-
ture of costumes worn 
by the young lady or 
the young man. I guess 
things could change 
you know.” Continuing, 

he said “the education 
aspect of carnival is 
research and discover-
ing a winning design 
and concept for these 
costumes. There os a lot 
more to it than a lady 
walking out  in a swim-
suit or a dress.

“Culturama mean ev-
erything to me most 
things to me because 
I’m an African, born in 
Nevis and Culturama 
is part of our history. 
I find our history is a 
very important part of 
us and if you remove 
that then what have you 
got nothing,” Dr. France 
concluded. 

Headshot of Dr. Arthur France MBE
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Land Development Corp. exports 2,500 
tons of crushed stones to Guyana

By Monique Washington

The Nevis Housing 
and Land Development 
C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s , 
(NHLDC) quarry at 
New River made history 
this month by exporting 
2,500 tons of crushed 
stones to Guyana.

The shipment took 
place July 17 at the 
Long Point Pier, where 
a barge containing 
crushed stones left for 
Guyana. The quarry is 
being managed by the 
NHLDC.

“It is a historic day 
for the Nevis Island 
Administration and the 
Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
C o r p o r a t i o n , ” 
Minister of Natural 
Resources Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers said. He noted 

over the years the island 
has received resources 
from Guyana such as 
rice, sugar, sand, fish 

products and jewellery. 
“We have been receiv-
ing our brothers and 
sisters out of Guyana, 

who bring resources 
here as well,” he said. 
“Today is a reversal of 
that, we are sending 

aggregates back to 
Guyana which will be 
used for construction 
there.”Jeffers said that 
although NHLDC is 
now exporting materi-
als to other islands, the 
quarry  continues to 
meet the demands for 
construction material 
locally. 

The corporation is ex-
ploring the possibility 
of making the Guyana 
shipment a monthly 
one with another ship-
ment planned to export 
to another client soon.

“We would love to 
make this a monthly 
transaction,” the min-
ister said. “Every time 
a boat comes here, 
instead of going back 
to Guyana empty we 
would like to provide 
them with material to 
take  back to cover 

their cost of the journey 
back to Guyana.”On 
February 28, 2017, 
the New River quarry 
supplied 3,000 tons of 
aggregate that was ex-
ported to St. Maarten 
via barge.

In 2013, NHLDC took 
over the quarry from 
a Jamaican company. 
It purchased  a Terex 
Finley  I-100 impac-
tor crusher, Anaconda 
three deck screen, 3-½ 
yard frontend loader, 
and a 29-ton excava-
tor. As of late last year 
the equipment was 
valued at US$600,000 
(EC$1.6 million).

The equipment produc-
es about 200 yards per 
day of crushed stone, 
quarry sand, bedding 
material and rough 
based material.

Minister of Natural Resources Hon. Alexis Jeffers
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  R

Vacancy

AP  Woodwork

One Carpenter

Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Vacancy

One Hair Stylist

Contact :663-2020

Vacancy

Needs  Carpenter 

with experience 

in joining and mason

Contact: 667-8471

Vacancy

Boat Mate Contact:  
Islander Water Sports 
Tel: 662-7081

Vacancy

Smart Choice  
Construction Needs 
labourers Contact: 
665-2443

Vacancy

Farm Worker

Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy

Anthony Construction 
Company in St.Kitts 
seeking house-
keeper  6692262

Vacancy

One Joiner                    
Tel: 664-0256 
Enriques Joiner Shop

Vacancy

Alex Barber Shop

One Cashier

Contact: 765-7092

Vacancy

Chris Metal Works

Needs Welder

Tel: 665-2356

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Clifford Paris & Ms Marva Paris

Now residing in..............................
...  Street in the town or Village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice That it is my intention to apply 
on June 8th 2018 

Day of 8th June next to the District 
Magistrate

At C/Town for a Retail Liquor Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Craddock 
Road Street in..................

Dated this 8th  day of June, 2018.

Signed: Clifford Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Rubylette Arthurton Now residing 
in Craddock Road Street in the town 
or Village of Charlestown do hereby 
give you notice

That it is my intention to apply on  3rd 

Day of April, 2018 next to the District 
Magistrate At Charlestown for a Retail  
Licence in respect of my

Premises in Bath Village Street in 
Charlestown, Nevis

Dated this 21st  day of February, 2018.

Signed: Rubylette Arthurton

Vacancy                   

Jamaican Bakery

Assistant Baker   

Tel: 762-1003

Vacancy

Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 

URGENT

HIRING!                                                 

Solid Ground 
Construction Needs 
Plumber, Electricals, 
Masonry, Carpentry, 
Mechanic, Gardener, 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator

Five years experince

Tel: 762-9150

Vacancy

Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296

VACANCY

  Masons, Carpenters, Dry wall-
ing, Tillers, Plumbers, Labourers

Contact: The Managing Director,

Solid Ground Construction & 
Restoration Services Ltd

14 Petal Street

Wades Garden 
Basseterre St. Kitts

Email:

solidgroundcrs@gmail.com

Vacancy

Beauty Inside Out 
(Boutique Salon & Spa)

R e q u i r e m e n t : 
Experienced Male - 
Female Candidates 
(Beauticians, Nail 
Technicians, Facials, 
Eyelash Extensions, 
Make Up Artists, mi-
cro Blading, skin care, 
Threading, Manicure/
Pedicure, Waxing, Spa 
therapists).

Contact: dimple@beau-
tyinsideout.salon.

Vacancy

Maria’s Beauty Salon

is seeking 3 persons

Nail technician

Braider/Stylist

Worker

Interested in applying?

Call 869 764 4838

Vacancy

Juana Boutique 

Needs One Sales Clerk

Tel: 665-6682

Vacancy

Wanted One Heavy 
Equipment

Operator/ Mechanics

6 years experience

Please Contact: 
663-5053

Vacancy

T Sutton Construction

Needs One  Mason

Tel: 660-0708
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Government ministry secretaries 
attend risk management 

training seminars 

Permanent secretaries 
representing govern-
ment ministries across 
St. Kits and Nevis 
attended a one-day 
executive risk manage-
ment training seminar 
to assisting them to 
better understand risk 
management and to 
implement useful man-
agement techniques.

The seminar, hosted by 
the Ministry of Justice, 
Legal Affairs and 
Communications, was 
presented in collabo-
ration with Certified 
Information Security 
Inc., is geared towards 
establishing the scope 
of  the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
(GOSKN) risk man-
agement programme; 
determining roles and 
responsibilities to man-
age operational risk 
throughout ministries/
departments/agencies 
(MDA); and establish-
ing the context for risk 
acceptance, risk evalu-
ation and business 
impact. 

Acting Permanent 
Secretary in the 

Ministry of Justice, 
Legal Affairs and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 
Diana Francis, wel-
comed the perma-
nent secretaries and 
outlined the day’s 
proceedings.

“The seminar will pro-
vide a concise intro-
duction to enterprise 
risk management, its 
concept and how it 
can be implemented 
in the public service,” 
Francis explained. “We 
will learn how to man-
age operational risk 
and establish criteria 
for risk acceptance, 
risk evaluation and 
business implementa-
tion within the minis-
tries. Technocrats will 
also undergo the three-
day training to empow-
ering them to perform 
risk assessment and 
risk treatment.”

“Risk management 
training is important, 
it will enable par-
ticipants to deal with 
managing risk at all 
cost,” training fa-
cilitator Allen Keele, 
CEO of Florida-based 

Certified Information 
Security, explained.

“We are going to dis-
cuss how enterprise 
risk management is 
used for other things 
you are familiar with 
in terms of needs… 
and obviously business 
continuity, disaster 
recovery, as you can’t 
manage risk of a disas-
ter if you don’t know 
how to manage risk,” 
Keele said.” It is some-
thing to plan for, rather 
than reacted to.”  

Keele noted that risk 
assessment is also used 
to drive other things 
such as information 
security. “One cannot 
manage information 
security if he or she 
doesn’t know how to 
assess risk, he said. 
“If you are managing 
health and safety is-
sues or environmental 
risk issues, at the core 
of it is risk manage-
ment. Having a good 
programme in place to 
assure consistent good 
risk management is of 
great importance.”

CEO Allen Keele (Front row-right); ICT Policy Advisor, Department of Technology, Pierre Bowrin, (back row-right); along with some of the permanent secretaries who attended the 
seminar.
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Leron Webbe, local youths 
display proficiency at Costa 

Rican EARTH University
Leron Webbe, a third-
year student  at Costa 
Rica’s Earth University, 
has for the second year 
in a row been hon-
ored by receiving the 
“Distinguished Student 
Award” for displaying 
academic proficiency. 
Webbe maintained an 
8.5 or higher Grade-
Point-Average and was 
an inspiration to other 
students.

Webbe is one of three 
students from St. Kitts 
and Nevis sponsored by 
Mrs. Anne Bass. Webbe 
expects to graduate from 
EARTH University 
in December, 2019; 
Hydeia Alexthia Tyson 
(2021); and Deveme 
Janelle Smithen (2018). 
Mrs. Bass intends to 
sponsor eight Nevisian 
students at the EARTH 
University.

“My success in academ-
ic achievements was 
due to staying motivat-
ed and a determination 
to make my family and 
country proud,” Webbe 
explained. “I obtained 
the Distinguished 
Student Award by 
working hard and sur-
rounding myself with 
hard-working friends. 
My friends pushed me 

so I could go the extra 
mile and achieve great 
things.”

Webbe’s favorite class-
es are soil management 
and animal production

Webbe arrived in Costa 
Rica in 2015, as part of 
the Spanish program, 
before starting classes 
with a strong determina-
tion to study agriculture 
and bring back what he 
has learned to St. Kitts 
and Nevis.

“The EARTH 
University campus is 
one of the most beauti-
ful places I have ever 

visited,” Webbe ex-
plained. “My dream is 
to come back to St. Kitts 
and Nevis to improve 
animal production sys-
tems with forage and 
meat production. I want 
to make my country 
more sustainable and 
provide more meat for 
the market.

 Webbe had to learn 
Spanish and all his 
classes have been in that 
language.

“In the beginning, it 
was difficult, I had pro-
fessors from more than 
15 countries and they all 
had different accents, so 

it was often difficult to 
understand the materi-
al,” Webbe said. “Some 
of the professors spoke 
very fast, so it made it 
even harder. A positive 
attitude and passion 
for what you´re doing 
makes it a lot easier to 
achieve your goals.”

Webbe, along all other 
EARTH University 
third-year students will 
begin a new journey in 
August with a 15-week 
internship. Students 
receive real-world ex-
perience in a profession 
related to the field they 
are interested in. This 
gives them an opportu-
nity to evaluate the pro-
fession and decide if it 
is the path they want to 
pursue.

“During the internship 
I will be travelling to 
Trinidad and Tobago,” 
Webbe explained. “My 
internship will be with 
the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation 
on Agriculture (IICA) 
where I will working 
in animal production. 
I am looking forward 
to working with this 
institution.”

Webbe is expected to 
graduate from EARTH 

University in December, 
2019. All three cur-
rent students from 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
at EARTH, including 
Hydeia Alexthia Tyson 
(2021) and Devene 
Janelle Smithen (2018), 
are sponsored by Mrs. 
Anne Bass, who has 
deep connections to the 
islands. Mrs. Bass in-
tends to sponsor eight 
Nevisian students.

EARTH University is a 
private, non-profit uni-
versity that offers an un-
dergraduate licenciature 
degree in agronomy. 
The university invests 
in students – pre-
dominantly from Latin 
America, the Caribbean 
and Africa – working 
to become leaders of 

positive socio-econom-
ic and environmental 
change for their home 
countries and the world 
at large through a tech-
no-scientific education 
emphasizing Social 
entrepreneurship

Students interested 
in becoming a future 
leader of change who 
want to learn about 
sustainable agriculture 
and entrepreneurship 
can apply to study at 
EARTH University be-
tween Nov. 1 and Feb. 
28, 2019 More informa-
tion is available at: 

https://www.earth.ac.cr/
en/study-at-earth/how-
to-apply/. The email 
address to contact is: 
admisiones@earth.ac.cr

In his third year at EARTH University, Leron’s favorite 
classes are soil management and animal production

EARTH Univeristy student Leron Webbe is living a truly multicultural experience with classmates that come form 40 
countries
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Traditional music workshop 
returns next week

By Loshaun Dixon

Cultural Preservationist 
Winston ‘Zack’ Nisbett 
is gearing up to host the 
12th annual traditional 
music workshop at 
his Historical/Cultural 
Library and Museum 
in Buckley’s Estate and 
will focus on teaching 
the fife and other tradi-
tional instruments.

Nisbett, who has been 
the coordinator for 
this workshop since 
its inception told The 
Observer this year will 
see the workshop con-
tinuing to evolve with 
discipline continuing 
to be the focus for par-
ticipants. He added that 
the theme for the work-
shop is “Discipline 
Continues to be the 
Key.”

The month long 

workshop will be held 
from Monday 30th July 
to Saturday Aug. 2, 
Monday to Friday each 
week. Classes start at 
9.00 a.m. sharp, daily, 
to 3.00 p.m. Snacks will 
be provided. The annual 

workshop, that targets 
children from ages 
four to 12, will be held 
of Zack’s Historical-
Cultural Library & 
Museum located at 
Buckley’s Estate a 
venue Nisbett feels will 

be comfortable for the 
children The workshop 
will be tutored by Mr. 
Robert ‘Bobby’ Martin, 
an outstanding musi-
cian for over 50 years. 
Instruments taught are 
the banjo, quatro, guitar 

and most specifically, 
the fife. “Participants 
will not only learn to 
play, but also will learn 
to make their own fifes.”

According to Nisbett, 
like in previous years, 

a grand ceremony will 
be held at the end of the 
workshop for students 
to display what they 
learned. “A graduation 
ceremony will be held 
at the end of the work-
shop, Saturday Aug. 2, 
where the participants 
will display their newly 
acquired musical skills 
in front of their parents, 
guardians and invited 
guests. 

Workshop participants 
often perform at vari-
ous activities and ven-
ues during and after the 
camp. Last year, they 
performed at Valu-Mart 
and at BestBuy and 
received a stipend for 
their performance.

Nisbett asks parents 
of interested students 
to obtain registra-
tion forms from him 
at his museum or call 
664-9016.

Scenes from the 35th Annual Summer Residential Camp
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Youth 
Department’s 

35th Annul 
‘Summer 

Residential 
Camp’ in full 

swing with 
“Preserving 

Our Land 
of Beauty” 

theme
More than 100 youth 
are developing their 
social skills, making 
new friends and explor-
ing their talents in a 
variety of fields at the 
35th Annual Summer 
Residential Camp be-
ing staged at the Beach 
Allen Primary School 
in Basseterre, St. Kitts.

The theme for this 
year’s event is 
“Preserving Our Land 
of Beauty.” Activities 
are being held that in-
corporate action in this 
regard. 

“The topics related 
to this theme are wa-
ter conservation; 
turtle-monitoring and 
protection; waste dis-
posal and recycling; 
and tourism and the en-
vironment,” said Senior 
Youth Officer, Diane 
Dunrod-Francis, “The 
waste disposal segment 
already took place and 
featured representa-
tives from the Solid 
Waste Management 
Corporation.

The camp, hosted by 

the Department of 
Youth Empowerment, 
saw several changes 
this year. The first 
week was held primar-
ily for dorm leaders, 
who spent July 15 to 
21 in leadership train-
ing sessions facilitated 
by Community, Family 
and Youth Resilient 
Project officials. Part of 
the weekend was used 
to finalise the arrange-
ments for eight-to-16 
year old children, who 
were welcomed July 
22.

On Monday, July 23, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Youth, 
Sports and Culture, 
Stanley Knight, greeted 
the campers and as-
sured them of the min-
istry’s commitment 
to provide positive 
and wholesome ac-
tivities to enhance their 
empowerment.

During a Wednesday, 
July 25 visit to the 
camp, Mrs. Dunrod-
Francis, said all was go-
ing well. The campers 
were deeply engaged in 

Scenes from the 35th Annual Summer Residential Camp

a variety of disciplines including 
T-shirt design, traditional drum-
ming, marching band, fruit bowl 
design, airbrush, film-making, 
and dance.

On Thursday, the campers, dorm 
leaders, and staff, performed 
another activity to care for the 

environment.

“[We will] just go and clean up 
the beach, get involved in the 
communities, and make sure 
that they (the public) know what 
it’s all about in reference to the 
theme that we have for our sum-
mer camp this year,” the senior 

youth officer said.

Fun activities are all a part of the 
camp experience, and Thursday 
there was a talent show and 
sports day. Today there is a bar-
beque and on Saturday there will 
be a banquet. The children depart 
on Sunday, July 29.
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Enterprise risk management 
training provides for collaboration 

across government ministries
An avenue for fruitful 
collaboration across 
government ministries 
and departments was 
provided at a July 24 
one-day Enterprise Risk 
Management Policy 
and Risk Assessments 
Seminar held for per-
manent secretaries.

“I find that this semi-
nar is promoting a lot 
of collaboration,” said 
Carleen Henry-Morton, 
Ministry of Tourism 
Permanent Secretary. 

 “I think that is abso-
lutely necessary so we 
don’t have systems that 
duplicate each other 
in other words a lot of 
redundancies in our 
ministries. 

“I understand there 
should be a collabora-
tive approach, a com-
prehensive system 
where government is 
concerned and we work 
together basically off of 
that general template,” 
Mrs. Henry-Morton 
said. “The seminar was 
interesting and provided 
much food for thought.”

Mrs. Henry-Morton ex-
plained that after going 
back to the individual 
ministries there is a pos-
sibility that there will 
be areas which require 
permanent secretaries 
to drill down on to have 

systems that apply to 
their respective min-
istries. She noted that 
the collaboration comes 
when they regroup for 
further discussions.

“Whenever we get to-
gether, we are looking 
at resolving issues and 
challenges and there 
must be that big picture 
approach to resolv-
ing the challenges and 
understanding what 
the risks are generally-
speaking before we can 
begin to understand 
what the specific risks 
are within our individ-
ual ministries,” said the 
permanent secretary.”

Permanent Secretary 

Henry-Morton said she 
intends to share a lot 
of what was discussed 
with the unit heads 
within her ministry and 
then generally with the 
staff so that they too can 
understand the concept 
of risk management.

Mrs. Henry-Morton said 
the seminar afforded the 
public servants a high-
level of understanding. 

“It will give them per-
spective they will need 
to effectively lead the 
establishment of risk 
policy, roles and re-
sponsibilities,” she said. 
“They will help them 
determine risk crite-
ria for subsequent risk 

assessments performed 
by business process 
managers under their 
authority.”

According to a release 
from the Honourable 
Vincent Byron, Attorney 
General and Minister of 
Justice, Legal Affairs 
and Communication, a 
training of this nature is 

important for the mere 
fact that the Federation, 
like any other country is 
exposed to risks.  

“All activities of our 
country involve risk,” 
the release said. “We 
manage risk by identi-
fying it, analyzing it and 
then evaluating whether 
the risk should be 

modified by risk treat-
ment to satisfy the risk 
criteria. Throughout 
this process, we com-
municate and consult 
with stakeholders and 
monitor and review the 
risk and the controls 
that are modifying the 
risk to ensure that no 
further risk treatment is 
required.”

Diagram illustrating steps to take when managing risks

Carleen Henry-Morton, Ministry of Tourism Permanent 
Secretary
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Windies return 
to Warner Park 
this Weekend

By Loshaun Dixon

The Windies cricket 
team returns to Warner 
Park this weekend after 
more than a year since 
the last played in St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

The Windies will battle 
with Bangladesh play-
ing the final game of 
the Three-Match One-
Day International (ODI) 
series tomorrow, July 
28, and the first game 
of the three-match T20 
series next Tuesday. 
The games begin at 
9:30 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
respectively.

The President of 
the St. Kitts Cricket 
Association Dennis 
Phillip, who is respon-
sible for hosting the 
game in Warner Park 
said preparations for the 
game are going well.

“From a cricket associa-
tion standpoint, we are 
doing as much as we 
can,” Phillip said. “We 
have done this before, 
hosting international 
games. We would have 
liked to see the venue 
in much better shape, 
instead of waiting until 
the last minute to get 
it prepared. None the 

less things are falling in 
place and we are doing 
all that we can with the 
resources we have.”

Warner Park has seen 
some changes done 
to the venue over the 
years. The most recent 
upgrade was when the 
ground curators re-
placed the old pitch 
with a new surface. 

“The new square has 
been requested for quite 
some time and finally 
we got it,” Phillip said. 
“Last Saturday we host-
ed a test of the pitch in 
a St. Kitts versus Nevis 
game and the pitch 
played true, it assisted 
the spinners, it also as-
sisted the seam bowlers, 
so we think it is a much 
better pitch than we 
have had.”

“We are confident that 
the pitch upgrade has 
contributed to a better 
square.”

Tickets went on sale on 
Monday, at $65 EC in 
the stands and $25 for 
the mound. 

“It seems high, it is 
not the norm but on 
the other hand, Cricket 
West Indies is looking 
at the reality of the cost 

of the games in terms 
of what it is costing to 
host matches,” Phillip 
explained. While high, 
it is a realistic figure.” 
Phillip disclosed that 
the players and officials 
were expected to arrive 
Thursday night. “They 
will practice Friday 
and play on Saturday, 
followed by the T20 
Tuesday.”

Philip implored all 
cricket fans to come out 
and support the regional 
side.

“I want to encourage the 
public to come out and 
support the Windies I 
expect to see some good 
cricket at Warner Park,” 
he said.

The Windies lost the 
opening ODI to the 
visitors in Guyana on 
Sunday and in the sec-
ond encounter played 
Wednesday evening the 
Windies were able to 
pull off a narrow three 
run victory to level the 
series ahead of the de-
cider at Warner Park.

Following the opening 
T20 in Warner Park, 
the teams will move to 
Lauderhill, Florida for 
the remaining matches. 

Jason Holder howls after victory watched by Mosaddek Hossain.jpg
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Ministry of Tourism 
encourages businesses, 

general public to support 
a plastic-free lifestyle

This year, a plastic-free 
July was implemented 
for people around-the-
world to pledge to reduce 
plastic use and “choose 
to refuse.” Against this 
backdrop, the Ministry of 
Tourism worked closely 
with the general public, 
in particular businesses, 
to promote a plastic free 
July and beyond.

“We have been part-
nering with and speak-
ing to businesses about 
limiting plastic use,” 
said Diannille Taylor-
Williams, Assistant 
Secretary in the Ministry 
of Tourism. “We have en-
couraged businesses not 

to give any plastic bags, 
especially to persons who 
are ordering something 
to go. Restaurants should 
not give customers straws 
unless they are asked.”

“So far, a few businesses 
have partnered with us 
including Park Hyatt,” 
Mrs. Taylor-Williams 
said. “Park Hyatt is go-
ing through a transition 
in which globally they are 
doing away with plastics, 
so they will soon use bam-
boo and paper straws.”

Mrs. Taylor-Williams 
said other businesses, 
including but not lim-
ited to, Shawarma King, 

Inon’s Beach Bar and 
Vibes Beach Bar, came 
onboard since the start of 
the plastic free July chal-
lenge. She noted that a lot 
of queries were received 
about the way forward 
when July ends, adding 
that the plastic-free move-
ment will continue.

“After July, we are work-
ing towards a plastic 
free SKN,” Mrs. Taylor-
Williams explained. “July 
is just the time when you 
highlight the need for 
us to end plastic pollu-
tion. Plastic-free July is 
not the only month you 
want to end plastic pollu-
tion and take care of the 

environment in which you 
live,” she said, adding, “it 
should be a lifestyle.”

The assistant secretary 
briefly spoke about 
Rwanda, an East Africa 
country, whose legisla-
ture banned plastics-use. 
She said if Rwanda can 
accomplish this, then 
St. Kitts and Nevis as a 
smaller nation should be 
able to ban even single-
use plastics.

“We are supposed to be 
more advanced and so… 
in terms of economics we 
have to advance in terms 
of knowledge,” Mrs. 
Taylor-Williams said. 

“We don’t always have 
to wait for legislation, if 
each of us does one little 
thing to end single-use 
plastics. We would per-
suade the people in power 
to take necessary steps. 
We can do it on our own; 
we don’t always have to 
use the big stick but it can 
help.”

She noted that moral 
persuasion is used by the 
Sustainable Destination 
Council to encourage 
consumers to see the 

benefits of eliminating 
the use of plastics, es-
pecially single use plas-
tics. This is important 
today and also for future 
generations. She added 
that as a firm advocate 
for abolishing the use 
of plastics she has be-
gun to practice it herself 
by using reusable bags 
when she goes to the su-
permarkets. She encour-
aged the general public 
to take the step and help 
St. Kitts and Nevis to be 
a plastic-free country.

Diannille Taylor-Williams, Assistant Secretary in the 
Ministry of Tourism
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Grant suggests international marketing, 
customer service training will 

encourage more stay-over visits
By Loshaun Dixon

After recording the one-
millionth cruise pas-
senger to arrive in the 
Federation last week, 
Minister of Tourism 
the Hon. Lindsay Grant 
wants to encourage 
stay-over visitors to the 
Federation. 

Grant says two ways 
to encourage stay-over 
visits are:

increase international 
marketing to make 
St. Kitts and Nevis a 
household name, im-
mediately recognizable 
to potential visitors; 
and 

to complete plans for 
a hospitality school at 

which customer service 
representatives can 
be taught to provide 
top-notch service to 
visitors.

Grant indicated recent 
statistica about stay-
over visitors have been 
disappointing and he 
wants to make im-
provements in that will 
encourage longer visits.

“We have always been 
struggling with stay-
overs, but in the future 
we will strive to en-
courage visitors to stay 
longer.”

 The Tourism Minister 
is bullish about how 
many luxury hotel 
brands that have come 
on stream and will 
come on stream soon 
and will assist them to 
achieve their goals.

“We now have a num-
ber-one brand in Park 
Hyatt, we have Ritz 
Carlton and Six Senses 
on the way,” Grant said. 
“I believe over the next 
three years the number 
of long-term visitors 
to St. Kitts is going to 

increase.”

He indicated interna-
tional marketing will 
be essential to market 
the Federation to com-
plement luxury brands 
marketing efforts.

“Our job now is to pro-
mote an awareness of 
St. Kitts and Nevis,” 
Grant explained. 
“Some places don’t 
know about St. Kitts 
and Nevis, our job is to 
market it so it becomes 
a household name to 
international travelers.”

He added, cruise sec-
tor success can also 
translate into stay-over 
success.

“It is a symbiotic rela-
tionship between cruise 
and stay overs, they are 
not two distinct and 
separate industries they 
work together in har-
mony,” Grant said.

Grant indicated one way 
to encourage tourists to 
stay in the Federation is 
to make sure they have 
premium customer ser-
vice. To accomplish 

this there are plans to 
establish and open a 
ospitality school to en-
sure that visitors have 
exemplary customer 
service when traveling 
to the Federation.

“We are in the pro-
cess of establishing 
our hospitality school 
and we will be roll-
ing that out within 
the next 12 months,” 
Grant said. “This new 
training facility will 
prepare the hospitality 
sector to serve visitors 
at the hightest level 
and provide first-class 
service.”Last week, 
when the Federation 
welcomed its one-mil-
lionth cruise passenger 
it achieved a coveted 
international status as a 
marquee port.

Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris con-
gratulated Grant and 
other Tourism officials 
for this achievement 
during his recent press 
conference.

“I commend our 
Minister of Tourism, 
Hon Lindsay Grant; 
the Tourism Authority 
led by Ms. Racquel 
Browne; and all stake-
holders, including taxi 
operators, tour opera-
tors, craft vendors, and 
other service providers, 
without whom such an 
historic moment would 
not have been possi-
ble,” the prime minister 
explained.

“Who would imagine 
that in the short time-
span of just over three 
years a Team Unity 
Administration would 
achieve such a feat?” 
Grant asked. “We are 
now poised to be the 
best cruise destination 
in the world. Such a 
target is well within our 
capacity and capability 
if we simply work to-
gether in Unity.”

Minister of Tourism the Hon. Lindsay Grant 
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Unique plantain dishes made 
‘Restaurant Week’ tasting a success 

By Monique Washington 

Chefs amazed restau-
rant customers in Nevis 
this past weekend with 
the variety of recipe 
ideas they prepared in a 
wide variety of plantain 
dishes they presented at 
Nisbet Plantation and 
were tasted this week at 
area restaurants during 
‘Restaurant Week’.

A similar event was 
held on St. Kitts a week 
earlier at the Park Hyatt 
Hotel. The Kitts-Nevis 
Restaurant Week tast-
ing is a “success,” ac-
cording to Permanent 
Secretary of Tourism 
John Hanley. The week-
end event was sold out. 
More than 150 guests 
attended the event 
to taste local cuisine 
made from local plan-
tain. The Kitts-Nevis 

Restaurant Week be-
gan July 20 and ends 
July 29. Forty restau-
rants participated, 15 
in Nevis and 25 in St. 
Kitts. The event is now 
in its fourth year.

The Observer spoke 
with the P.S, John 
Hanley who said the 
event was very im-
portant to showcase 

restaurants menus. 

He said Restaurant 
Week is designed to 
boost restaurants busi-
ness in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. He added that 
the tasting showcase 
allows customers to 
sample what the restau-
rants have to offer dur-
ing Restaurant Week. 
Customers might be 

inclined to come back 
to their favorite res-
taurants and purchase 
dinner.

 “The tourism industry 
in St. Kitts and Nevis is 
very seasonal and res-
taurants struggle during 
the slow season. That is 
why during this event 
is held during the slow 
season every year to 
attempt to boost restau-
rant business,” Hanley 
explained. 

One of the objec-
tives during restaurant 
week, Hanley said, is 
to promote customers 
to eat local food and 
vegetables. 

“Every year we focus 
on a different ingredi-
ent. First year bread 
fruit, second year 
pumpkin, third year 
Tanya, forth plantain.  

“In choosing the theme 
ingredient we usu-
ally consult extensively 
with the Department 
of Agriculture because 
they would know what 
the demand is and what 
fruit and vegetable 
needs to be promoted,” 
he said.

Hanley pointed out that 
over the years the event 
has grown. He added 
that it has gone from 
an invitation only event 
to being opened to the 
public.

“Eighty persons at-
tended last year, this 
year 150 attended,” 
he said. “Some people 
had to be turned away, 
the event has been very 
successful.”

During the week, mem-
bers of the public had 
an opportunity to dine 

out at reduced rates. 
Hanley said that a spe-
cific cost system will be 
used and there are three 
fixed price points. More 
exclusive restaurants, a 
three-course meal will 
be for US$60 some 
restaurants will offer a 
three-course meal for 
US$40 and others for 
US$20 .

Participating restau-
rants are Weekendz Bar 
and Grill, Sunshine, 
Lime Beach Bar and 
Grill, Nisbet Plantation, 
Oualie Beach Resort, 
Hermitage, Paradise 
Drive Thru, Boddie’s 
Café, Pump Road 
Barbecue, Rodney’s 
Cuisine, The Gin Trap, 
Yachtsman Grill and 
Montpelier Plantation 
and Beach, as well as 
Mango Restaurant at 
Four Seasons Resort.
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