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Soup or salad 
The issue of migration, migrants and refugees has taken centre stage again.  
The world has been captivated, some shocked at the treatment of children 
who arrive illegally to the US with their parents.  

A careful study of the Bible would show us that the issue of migration and 
immigrants is as old as time itself.  Joseph was one, Moses was another. The 
Israelites were scattered all over the world. There seemed to have been open 
borders too, as people moved from Egypt to Jordan to Macedonia to Rome.

The carving up of the world also by powerful regimes also played a part 
in creating human movement when it, perhaps inadvertently, converted no-
madism to migration. 

Latter-day migration has become inextricably linked to economics and to 
violence. Different terms are also used now: refugee vs migrant.  The former 
is a person who has been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, 
persecution, or natural disaster.  On the other hand, a migrant is defined as 
a person who migrates outside his/her home country to pursue work such 
as seasonal work. Migrant workers usually do not have an intention to stay 
permanently in the country or region in which they work. Migration can be 
legal and it can be illegal. 

It goes without saying that the United States IS having issues with illegal 
migration – and almost created an issue with legal migration. 

We too have our share of illegal - some say undocumented – migrants.  A re-
cent radio talk show identified an issue, but one with a racial overtone.   The 
panel posited different causative views.  Some were of the view that immi-
grant workers are a sign of development (if it wasn’t attractive they wouldn’t 
come), while others saw it as a reaction to an attitudinal problem with locals 
(they choose what work they wish to do, for how much and for how long).

In this dialogue, there were and are those who see a ‘home court’ advantage.  
British jobs for British people.  Brexit.  Nevisians first.  These are just some 
examples of the emerging insularity.  But unfortunately, that is not how the 
world works. Instability in one place affects stability in another. What is 
therefore required is a level of empathy, of tolerance, of acceptance.  We 
ought to accept that the world was meant to be mixed.  It becomes richer 
through mixing.
What is happening now is that that mixation is no longer a blended mix, a 
melting pot, but rather a salad bowl.  However it works out, it is quite evident 
that governments must come together to work out a dressing.
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MBA/MBM
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Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
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Ready, Set, Go  for Much Anticipated 
St. Kitts Music Festival

By Loshaun Dixon

Minister of Tourism 
Lindsay Grant wel-
comed visitors and 
friends for the much an-
ticipated St. Kitts Music 
Festival which  opened 
Thursday evening at the 
Warner Park Cricket 
Stadium. 

Grant at the fi rst of three 
daily press conferences 
said “it is little wonder 
why the St Kitts Music 
Festival has earned 
the reputation of be-
ing the most diversifi ed 
musical show in the 
Caribbean.” Grant an-
ticipates that it will be 
a historic music festival 
since the  committee re-
vealed the names of the 
major acts for the fi rst 
time back in November 
to kick start market-
ing for the event. Grant 
admitted this was a 

deliberate action to give 
the St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority enough time 
to effectively market the 
St. Kitts Music festival 
in the various source 
markets.  He continued 

“The early announce-
ments allows us to take 
advantage of a wide 
booking window to at-
tract more visitors to our 
primary source markets 
of the USA Canada and 

the United Kingdom.”

Grant indicated that the 
early strategy is seeming-
ly working as most hotels 
are almost full to capac-
ity. “By all accounts the 
early strategy is work-
ing the hotels are fully 
booked fl ight are arriving 
full visitors are on is-
land and eager to drown 
themselves in the mu-
sic to engage with our 
friendly people and 
explore our beautiful 
island,”he said.

He however noted that 
they are still determined 
to fi nish at 1:00am de-
spite the public outcry. 
“I have given that indi-
cation and that mandate 
I know they are going 
to start on time and fi n-
ish on time. The bets 
are on. It is not out of 
the park at 1:00 and 
you go home. It’s out of 
the park and the party 
continues at all the bars 
around town.”

Grant said offi cials will 
be doing an economic 
impact assessment to 
identify how the festi-
val impacts the econ-
omy in the month of 
June. “The assessment 
involves and evaluation 
of the direct contribu-
tions of the Festival 
on hotels, airlines and 
the entertainment in-
dustry. The analysis 

will specifi cally look 
at tourist arrivals ho-
tel occupancy rates, 
visitor expenditure, tax 
revenues, employment 
generation and media 
value.”

He also identifi ed the 
importance of having 
local contractors being 
offered opportunities. 
“In the last three years 
I have made it a prior-
ity that local entrepre-
neurs are contracted to 
provide major services 
to the festival such as 
Pro Video Production’s 
hired to fi lm the three 
day event. Also this 
year we have con-
tracted Phonse Rodney 
and his company Impel 
Marketing for the pro-
duction and manage-
ment of the festival.

“We continue along 
this line to ensure that 
our people continue to 
benefi t from the festi-
val,” Grant said

Grant added that 
through brand aware-
ness the St. Kitts Music 
festival will allow to 
strategically position 
the Federation as a pre-
mier tourism destina-
tion in the travel and 
leisure market place.

He added that the art-
ists play a role on social 
media in promoting the 

island when they come 
to perform at the event 
as  well as having jour-
nalists on island to 
share experiences.

“We have still not yet 
exhausted all the pos-
sible benefi ts of the St. 
Kitts Music Festival.  
We will continue to en-
gage the public in dia-
logue with partners and 
stakeholders to ensure 
it remains the people’s 
festival.”

The Festival opener  the 
‘Queen of Bacchanal’ 
Destra from Trinidad 
and Tobago said she 
was ready for the op-
portunity. “I can say 
with surety that it will 
be one of the best fes-
tivals you have seen 
one of the best nights 
because I have opened 
many things before and 
when I start the party, 
the party really starts.

She continued, “I’m 
going to set the bar very 
high, but I know who is 
coming next is going 
to keep it right there, 
so I am not scared but 
excited. 

“The best part of the 
party is the beginning 
when everybody is not 
as drunk as their sup-
posed to be, when they 
are sot as tired and I can 
do whatever I want.”
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Red Cross, NEMA, 
NDMD Improve 

Response, Recovery 
By Monique Washington 

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
Red Cross in collabo-
ration with the Nevis 
Disaster Management 
Department and the 
National Emergency 
Management Agency 
successful concluded 
their three day capac-
ity building workshop 
which derived from 
the experiences of  
Hurricanes Maria and 
Irma.

The workshop began 
on Monday (June 25) 
and was held  at NDMD 
Long Point.  More 
than 30 individuals 
participated.

 One week prior a simi-
lar workshop was held 

which dealt with the 
theoretical and practi-
cal response and recov-
ery. Teams were given 
task  to build temporary 
shelters after disasters 
which would assist per-
sons affected by various 
disasters. 

Roxanne Brooks, Nevis 
Branch Director of the 
SKNEV Red Cross, 
said Wednesday that 
the need for this train-
ing and the workshop 
came out of post Maria 
and Irma as part of the 
lessons learned, “and 
in discussions with 
NEMA  and NDMD and 
the  Red Cross the Red 
Cross realize the need 
to increase the capac-
ity in assessment both 
response and  recovery. 
And so, the response 

capacity is being en-
hanced by the support 
of the International 
Federation of Red 
Cross.”

She said that other Red 
Cross colleagues from 
Mexico, the American 
Red Cross, Canadian 
Red Cross , Dominica 
Red Cross were also in 
attendance during the 
workshop.

Boris Ganona, 
Innovation Offi cer 
Policy, Strategy of the 
Red Cross, said that it 
was a pleasure working 
with colleagues from the 
different organizations. 

He said that post work-
shop everyone should 
“have more tools to go 
to the fi elds and improve 

the process of informa-
tion management. This 
course is about the use 
of Mobil data collec-
tion and Mobil device. 
Reduce time in case of 
an emergence.”

Brian Dye,  Director of 
NDMD,  said the they 
have partnered with 
the Red Cross  over the 
years and they continue 

to strengthen their  col-
laboration in regards to 
preparedness and re-
sponse mechanisms .

“This workshop would 
assist us in enabling us 
to have single assess-
ment tool going into the 
community to collect 
data in order to expe-
dite the response to the 
persons that would have 

been impacted,” he said.

Mia Pollanen, 
Senior Disaster Risk 
Management Offi cer of 
the Red Cross-Crescent 
Society also noted how 
pleased she was with 
collaborating with the 
various agencies. “It 
shows the strength of 
our global family,” she 
said.. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Isher Singh Inc is seeking a Sales 
Supervisor with at least 3 years 

Experience for souvenir Store.  
Spanish speaking skill will be an as-

set. Please send application 

to  soulctg72@yahoo.com or P O 
Box 1259, Basseterre, St. Kitts.

Nevis Island Assembly to sit July 3

NIA

Two bills and two reso-
lutions are expected to 
come before the Nevis 
Island Assembly when 
it meets July 3. The sit-
ting will be held at 10 
a.m. at the Assembly’s 
Chambers, Hamilton 
House, on Samuel 
Hunkins Drive in 
Charlestown.

According to the Order 
Paper dated June 25 
and circulated by the 
clerk of the Assembly, 
Myra Williams, the 
Honourable Mark 
Brantley, premier of 
Nevis and minister of 
fi nance, will move to 
have the second and 
third reading of the 
Tax Administration 
and Procedures 
(Amendment) Bill 

2018. The object of 
the bill is to amend the 
Tax Administration and 
Procedures Ordinance, 
Chapter 6.11 (N) and 
for matters related or 
connected to it.

For the second bill 
that will go before the 
Assembly, the Hon. Eric 
Evelyn, minister of in-
formation and informa-
tion services, will move 
the second and third 
reading of the Nevis 
Freedom of Information 
Bill 2018, which is de-
signed to give members 
of the public a general 
right of access to offi -
cial documents of pub-
lic authorities, subject 
to limited exceptions 
and for related matters.

Regarding the two 
resolutions, one will 
seek to formalise the 

completion of the Land 
for Debt exercise with 
the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank 
Limited. It is not new 
borrowing, but it will 
seek to formalise the 
existing EC$142 mil-
lion debt already on 
the books. The other 
resolution will seek 
an overdraft facility 
at the St. Kitts-Nevis-
Anguilla National Bank 
Limited with a limit not 

exceeding EC$5 mil-
lion for the period not 
exceeding Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31. It will provide 
bridging funds for the 
day-to-day operations 
of the Nevis Island 
Administration.

The sitting will com-
mence with the formal 
entry of President of 
the Assembly the Hon. 
Farrell Smithen fol-
lowed by prayers, a 

motion for the approval 
of the Order Paper as 
circulated and mes-
sages from her honor 
Marjorie Morton, depu-
ty governor-general.

After announcements 
by the president, papers 
will be laid followed by 
statements from min-
isters, then personal 
explanations. The bills 
will have their second 
and third readings. That 

will be followed by the 
resolutions before the 
sitting is adjourned.

The sitting will be 
broadcast live on 
the Nevis Island 
Administration’s (NIA) 
offi cial website (nia.gov.
kn), Nevis Television 
(NTv) Channel 99, 
NevisTvOnline.com, 
NTv Go App, NTv 
Facebook Page and 
NTv YouTube Page.

Myra Williams, clerk of the Nevis Island Assembly
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Nevis Four Seasons to Remain 
Open During Renovations

By Monique Washington 

Offi cials at the Nevis 
Four Seasons Resort 
say the facility will not 
be closing during cur-
rent renovations and 
any staff lay-offs are not 
connected to the project.
The Observer con-
tacted Director of 
Public Relations and 
Communication Four 
Seasons Resort Nevis 
Mitchell Nover who 
said, “I can assure you 
that, fi rst and fore-
most, Four Seasons 
Resort Nevis will not 
be closing during our 
renovation period. 
Additionally, any staff 
reductions that have 
taken place have been 
strictly related to nor-
mal business operations 
and have nothing to do 
with the renovation 

project.”  The Premier 
of Nevis and Minster of 
Tourism the Hon. Mark 
Brantley previously 
said the government 
was quite concerned 
about any closure be-
cause closure would 
bring with it diffi culties 
in term of employment.
 “I can say that this was 
one of the main issues 
in our negotiations, in 
our discussions with 
the purchasers and new 
owners, and they have 
given every assurance 
that there will be no clo-
sure. They are saying to 
us…they are working 
out that schedule and 
we are optimistic that 
it can happen with no 
disruption to the em-
ployment prospects of 
our people.
“I am told that the up-
grade of the rooms … 

will be done in sections 
starting round about 
April,” Brantley said. 
“The reason for that,  
I am told, is they have 
pretty strong bookings 
up until then and that 
will be the fi rst period 
of time when the book-
ings slack off so they 
could then do the hotel 
in various sections.”
The resort’s online site 
reads “The award-win-
ning Resort consistent-
ly ranked by travellers 
and travel experts as 
one of the top resorts in 
the Caribbean, will em-
bark on a multi-million 
dollar enhancement 
project this year. 
The multi-phase reno-
vation to the 350-acre 
(140 hectare) property 
will kick off in April 
2018 with a thoughtful 
redesign of all 196 guest 

rooms and suites.” “The 
renovation of Four 
Seasons Resort Nevis 
underscores our com-
mitment to a continued 
investment in the island 

of Nevis and its people,” 
says Gonzalo Güelman 
Ros, the Resort’s 
General Manager. 
“With a partnership 
more than 25 years in 

the making, this project 
supports our common 
goal of being a destina-
tion of preference for 
Caribbean travellers.”
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Min. of Agriculture Taking Steps 
to Prepare for Hurricanes

By Loshaun Dixon

With the hurricane sea-
son now in full swing the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
will be ensuring that the 
sector is not handicapped 
by any storms heading 
this way.

Speaking with The 
Observer Permanent 
Secretary in Ministry 
of Agriculture Alistair 
Edwards gave a break-
down of how the entire 
sector will prepare for  
storms.

“When the hurricane sea-
son comes the farmers 
are well aware to plant 
crops that are under the 
soil. If we have storms 
with strong winds, they 
could take out a number 
of crops such as tomatoes 
that are not too strong.

He explained the focus 

is placed on crops that 
grow underground such 
as sweet potato, yams, 
dashain and tania for the 
farmers to at least have 
some sort of income even 
after a storm. 

“Those who are brave 
enough to grow up (sur-
face crops) we recom-
mend plants that are solid 
crops. The watermelon 
that is huge and pumpkin, 

crops that are well grown. 
If we don’t get  a category 
fi ve like the last time they 
tend to survive because 
the wind don’t push them 
away.” Edwards noted 
that during the last storm 
multiple green houses 
were destroyed and had 
recommended to farm-
ers to target green houses 
that are easily dismantled. 
“We have realised that we 
have had green houses 

and they tend to be vul-
nerable because of how 
they are structurally built. 
We have been focusing on 
those that can be disman-
tled within a couple of 
hours by even on person.” 

He said by dismantling 
the green houses farm-
ers may only lose the 
crops that they had been 
growing as opposed to 
losing the crops and the 

structure.

When it comes to live-
stock Edwards explained 
that there is little that can 
be done to protect them. 
“We let them go and al-
low them to roam they 
have natural instincts to 
defend themselves and 
survive. They will roam 
where they are safe and 
will go back at the end of 
the storm.”

With respects to marine 
resources Edwards indi-
cated that the Federation 
is very vulnerable in that 
regard and said that they 
will be a focus on aqua-
culture and cage culture. 
“You will move your 
cages on land where they 
are safe and then take 
them back out. That is the 
approach we are taking, 
we trust there are other 
factors world-wide that 
minimize the changes in 
the climate so we don’t 

have that harsh a storm 
coming our way,” he said.

He also highlighted the 
areas of agriculture that 
were damaged by the two 
hurricanes. “The banana 
trees were affected a lot, 
the plantain trees were 
severely affected, the fi sh-
ing community lost a lot 
of traps, and a number of 
greenhouses went down 
and lost a lot of livestock, 
in poultry we lost a lot 
of chicks.” Following 
the hurricanes Irma and 
Maria the government 
created a Hurricane 
Relief Compensation 
Initiative where a sum of 
EC$300,000 was allocat-
ed to aid in the recovery 
efforts in the agriculture 
and fi sheries Sector.
More than 102 and indi-
viduals had qualifi ed to 
receive support under that 
initiative.
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Brantley: Nothing 
Unusual with 
Increase in 
Electricity

By Monique Washington 

The increase in resi-
dential electricity bill 
is nothing “unusual,” 
according the Premier 
and Minister in charge 
of the Nevis Electricity 
Company, the Hon. 
Mark Brantley as oil 
prices on the world mar-
ket have increased.

Customers have com-
plained via social me-
dia, radio shows on the 
street about a signifi cant 
increase in their elec-
tricity bill. Some con-
sumers have reported 
increases from $50- 
$200 in their April, May 
and June Nevlec bills.

Speaking at his week-
ly press conference 
Premier Brantley said 
that an increase to 
residential customers 
bill was not brought to 
his attention and “it is 
nothing unusual, the oil 
prices are rising.”

During the Nevis 
Reformation Party ten-
ure in Government, 
residential custom-
ers paid 100 percent 
of the fuel surcharge 

on their electricity 
bill. After winning the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
election in 2013 the 
Concerned Citizens 
Movement-Led NIA 
introduced a 25 percent 
reduction on electricity 
bills for residential cus-
tomers only.

Residential consumers 
electricity bill are divid-
ed in three parts- con-
sumption (the amount 
of electricity used with a 
period), fuel surcharge, 
and standing charge.

Fifty units or less of 
electricity are charged 
51 cents per unit. The 
next 75 units are charged 
at 49 cents per unit and 
the following 125 units 
and over are charged 47 
cents per unit.

In April, consumers 
paid 26 cents in fuel 
surcharge, in May 34 
cents, and in June 37 
cents. “The whole 
point behind the fuel 
surcharge”, Brantley 
said, “is to provide that 
accordion type affect. 
When fuel price drops 
the surcharge drops. The 
oil prices goes up the 
fuel surcharge goes up.”  

Continuing Brantley 
said that the prices for 
fuel per barrel has not 
been $30 in a while and 
now the, price is creep-
ing back up to $80.

“So you can’t have oil 
prices increase from $30 
to $80 and expect elec-
tricity prices to remain 
the same. That will be 
unrealistic. So I feel that 
as world prices fl uctuate 
we’ll have these fl uctu-
ations passed on to the 
consumer that is why 
we have really been 
pressing for geother-
mal, because it provides 
an alternative,” he said. 
In March the almost 
10 year exploration 
for geothermal energy 
received good news 
from analysis done by 
GeothermEX which 
predicted that Nevis 
geothermal resource is 
among the top six in the 
world.

Brantley noted that with 
geothermal one can 
predict “for the next 
25 years we will know 
exactly what the cost of 
electricity will be, right 
now we have no control 
over it.” 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 29th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:10

Charlestown Primary 
School Garden  Part II

By James Gaskell

It is just over a year since I wrote hopefully about 
the CPS garden project.  As I said then

“This is a public/private project, involving the 
Private Initiative (PI) (Hastings Daniel and James 
Gaskell and their families), the Administration, and 
various sections of same, CPS and the Community.  
Private and Public must play their part.  The Private 

has made the land available, cleaned it, fenced it, 
including erecting anti monkey electric wires, set 
up a container (donated by Rams), repaired and re-
roofed the container, provided a knock down shade 
house, a drip feed irrigation system and materials 
for a concrete based picnic/teaching shelter, and a 
toilet building.  Erection of these items is continu-
ing (and is now complete). The function of Public, 
Ministers of Education and Agriculture, is to pro-
vide the two or three persons necessary to manage 
and work the garden.  So that CPS and their kitchen 

can  have their daily vegetable requirements satis-
fi ed, it is essential that the garden manager report 
directly to the CPS Headmistress.

To guarantee the success of this project and it must 
succeed, Public and Private have to carry out their 
respective responsibilities.

Some months ago, when preparation of the garden 
was in an early stage, we had a meeting on site with 
Alexis Jeffers and Wakely Daniel, representing 
Agriculture and Education.  We know they are very 
enthusiastic as they both said so to the TV camera.  
Indeed Minister Jeffers expressed the hope that 
this was just the fi rst garden and that other schools 
would be able to do the same.”

Since then the garden has struggled.  I do not want 
to be too critical, but the fact is that the project is 
one of huge potential which without a working 
plan, and the right persons to implement it, cannot 
succeed.

When we set up the CPS Kitchen, someone wrote 
to me anonymously saying that it was laudable to 
have done this but because Government was go-
ing to run it, it would fail.  This has not happened, 
although for the fi rst several years the Kitchen did 
not produce the nutritious meals for which it was 
established.  All that was needed was a change at 
the top.  Verni Hanley, who had many years experi-
ence at Four Seasons came in as Kitchen Manager.  
Menus, recipes and ingredients were improved.  
And now the children are getting the palatable nu-
tritious lunches they need.  Anon is wrong, but he/
she might so easily have been right.  That kitchen 
as an institution is fragile.  It is dependent on the 
quality of its leader.  If Ms. Hanley left there is 
no certainty that adequate standards would be met 
by whoever is appointed in her place.  This is be-
cause there is no structure or experience within the 
Administration to fi nd the best candidate.  Someone 
of lesser capacity might prove Anon to be right.  
Note that this critique does not apply to appoint-
ment of head teachers.  The Education Department 
will have been closely monitoring the progress and 
capacity of many candidate teachers.

Before the PI supplied the equipment for the CPS 
Kitchen, there was no kitchen to provide the cur-
rent service.  This lunch programme is now accepted 
as an integral part of the school day.  I claim that the 
CPS garden should also be integrated into the school 
day, and from all the comment made by Government 

CONT’D ON PAGE 16



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 28th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:9

CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIF
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EM

Vacancy

AP  Woodwork

One Carpenter

Tel:668-1514/ 668-3611

Land For Sale

20959 Square Feet 
Land Nugents Heights

Tel: 760 9482 
or 663-6296

Vacancy

Seamstress Needed 

Contact:664-2007

Vacancy

Flagkah Yis BaberShop

Need One Barber

Tel: 663-3635

Vacancy

Two Cashier Needed

At  Teddies Bar

Telephone# 660-6196

Vacancy

Farm Worker

Tel: 660-6965

Vacancy

Anthony Construction 
Company in St.Kitts 
seeking house-
keeper  6692262

Vacancy

One Joiner                    
Tel: 664-0256 
Enriques Joiner Shop

Vacancy

Effy Jewelry is seek-
ing a Marketing 
Manager Must be 
experience in Jewelry 
sales  Visit Effy Port 
Zante for more details

Vacancy

At Cocoa Baricia     
One Sale Person with 
4 years experience 
contact: 869765131

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Cliff ord Paris & Ms Marva Paris

Now residing in..............................
...  Street in the town or Village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice � at it is my intention to apply 
on June 8th 2018 

Day of 8th June next to the District 
Magistrate

At C/Town for a Retail Liquor Licence 
in respect of my  Premises in Craddock 
Road Street in..................

Dated this 8th  day of June, 2018.

Signed: Clifford Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Marva Parris Now residing in 
Main street in the town or village of 
Craddock Road do hereby give you 
notice  � at it is my intention to apply 
on 14th Day of June 2017 next to the 
District Magistrate At 

Charlestown for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my Premises in 
Main Street in Craddock Road

Dated this 14th  day of June, 2017.

Signed: Marva Paris

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Damien Pemberton Now residing 
in Hanleys Road Street in the town or 
Village of Holmes Hill do hereby give 
you notice

� at it is my intention to apply on  
Beer LicenceDay of June 19, 2018 next 
to the District Magistrate

Premises in Hanley Road  Street in 
Holmes Hill

Dated this June day of 19, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Estate For Sale

100 + acres seaside 
next to Stockpen estate 
Email:dbmhsuccess 
1963@hotmail.com 
or Call 869 665 5833

Vacancy

Experience      
Carpenter                 
Tel: 663-6296 
or 764-7189

Vacancy 
URGENT 
HIRING!
All Around 
Maintenance And 
Gardener Ten to fi ve 
years experience of 
following: Plumbing, 
Electricals, Masonry, 
Carpentry, Mechanic, 
Gardening, Heavy 
Equipment, Operator, 
Interested Qualifi ed 
Applicants  Please 
Call: 663-1628

Vacancy

Green Valley Produce 
Mobile Delivery 
Needs Farmer 
Tel: 668-0612

Forecasters predict a near or 
above-normal 2018 Atlantic 

Hurricane season.  Get 
ready and be prepared. 

For your free quotation on 
our Rolling, Accordion, Panel 

or Bahamian Shutters. Ask 
about our payment plan.

Call us at Conquering Storm 
Shutters at 1 (869)764-7189 

or 

1 (869) 663-6296

VACANCY

  Masons, Carpenters, Dry wall-
ing, Tillers, Plumbers, Labourers

Contact: The Managing Director,

Solid Ground Construction & 
Restoration Services Ltd

14 Petal Street

Wades Garden 
Basseterre St. Kitts

Email:

solidgroundcrs@gmail.com
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and citizens there is broad agreement that this should 
happen.

In the same way that the kitchen requires a competent 
manager, so does the garden.  It does not have one and 
is operating to an unacceptably low level.  Full scale 
school gardens, such as this one are pretty much a new 
concept for the Administration, and therefore there is 
no mandated set up to ensure that a garden actually 

works.  The Education and Agricultural departments 
have to be involved, but some unit within one or the 
other, preferably Education has to be the prime mover.

The present situation is that two workers whose names 
were given to Education by Agriculture are supposed 
to be doing what is necessary.  They are responsible 
to Latoya Jeffers the CPS Principal.  Ms. Jeffers can-
not leave her school, half a mile from the garden, on 
a frequent basis to supervise and see that her instruc-
tions are carried out.  It is appropriate that whoever is 

in charge of the garden report to the School Principal, 
so that broad questions like what to grow, and when to 
harvest, can be answered.

Quite often on my visits to the garden during working 
hours there is no one there.  I query whether the two 
workers know enough of what they should be doing.  
In the shade house there are a number of seed trays 
divided into approximately one square inch sections 
for germinating single seeds.  These sections now have 
about twenty seedlings each.  All are matted together 
and are probably beyond the stage where they can be 
pulled apart and repotted.  There are about fi fteen raised 
beds of 8’ x  4’ which would be best used to teach chil-
dren the fundamentals.  However they are all planted, 
either as seedbeds or to produce crops.  There is some 
nice lettuce coming on.  Beans are planted so profusely 
that they may fail.  Seedbeds are unweeded.  In the 
main part of the garden there have been some useful 
crops, particularly of carrots and sweet potatoes.  This 
section has now been rough ploughed. It needs de-ston-
ing.  Between the ploughed area and the fruit tree area 
there is a 55’ wide band of Olympic class weeds.  There 
is no sign that anyone intends to do what is necessary.  
Frankly the garden is operating at about 5 – 10% capac-
ity.  It looks unkempt, and I cannot see how the school 
could take a pride in it.

No-one, Administration, Community, teachers or chil-
dren are getting any bargain. As we celebrate ‘Eat local 
day’, perhaps we should contemplate action needed to 
bring this about for every day.  If none of the next gen-
eration knows how to garden or has no inclination, we 
might as well celebrate ‘Eat Rams day’.

Three months ago Troy Liburd, effectively in charge 
of Education, visited the CPS garden and was most 
enthusiastic about it and its importance. He asked if 
the garden might be used for CSS students to do the 
practical work required for examination in agriculture 
in the overseas examinations. We were keen about this.  
He said he would have a plan for the garden in about 
a week.  Nothing seems yet to have transpired from 
his visit.  We did discuss the possibility of one of the 
returning graduates of the Earth University Costa Rica 
Scholarships taking charge.  These graduates will have 
learnt about sustainable organic agriculture and entre-
preneurship, and should therefore be ideal candidates.

Success or failure of the garden has to depend upon the 
priority accorded to it by the Administration.  A high 
priority, good staff selection and pay will produce good 
healthy crops for the school, an outside classroom, a 
passion for gardening in some children, future farmers, 
an understanding of healthy eating, greater prevention 
of non communicable diseases, and the possibility of 
keeping some children away from gangs and out of 
trouble.  A low priority means that none of the above 
will be achieved.  Without the necessary support from 
the Administration the School Principal will be dis-
couraged and the project will founder.

I have to be hopeful that the importance of the proj-
ect, with its potential diverse benefi ts to many, will 
be accepted by the Administration and that serious 
thought and constructive planning will ensue.

Syndicated Columnist

Charlestown Primary School 
Garden  Part II CONT’D

CONT’D FROM PAGE 10
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From the Supervisor of 
Elections. Issue 61: The 

Finger & the Deposit
One aspect of voting that many persons object to is 
the dipping of the fi nger in the indelible ink.  But it is 
an essential part of the process.  Not only is the voter 
required to dip, but he/she is required to immerse the 
entire fi rst digit of the index fi nger in the ink.
In fact, here is what the legislation states: Upon 

receiving a ballot paper from any voter in accordance 
with the provisions of subsection 3 of section 78 of this 
Act the presiding offi cer shall, before removing the 
counterfoil from such ballot paper, if the voter has an 
appropriate digit, satisfy himself or herself that there 
does not appear upon such digit any substance which 
in his or her opinion is likely to prevent the adhesion 

of electoral ink and shall require the voter to immerse 
such digit in the electoral ink:
Provided that where the presiding offi cer is satisfi ed 
that the voter is suffering from some injury to his or 
her appropriate digit which is of such a nature as to ren-
der it undesirable for him or her to immerse such digit 
in the electoral ink the presiding offi cer shall require 
him or her to immerse in such ink any other digit upon 
which the presiding offi cer is satisfi ed that there is no 
substance which is likely to prevent the adhesion of 
electoral ink.
I had the privilege of observing elections in Jamaica 
and in the Bahamas.  In Jamaica, they were testing 
fi ngerprint recognition technology, but they were still 
using the ink as a back-up measure.  Good thing they 
were too because the equipment didn’t always work 
in the fi eld, for whatever reason.   In Bahamas, even 
though the voter had to surrender his voting “book”, 
they still used the ink.  In fact, there was an offi cer dedi-
cated to the inking of the fi nger!
You would be surprised at how a simple request like 
this can become such a big issue. The trouble that some 
voters go through to avoid the ink adhering to their fi n-
ger is amazing and will not be repeated here for fear of 
giving people ideas. We will only say that we have seen 
them all!
If you do not dip, your vote cannot count.  A gain, here 
is what the law states: If any voter on being required so 
to do fails or refuses to immerse his or her appropriate 
digit or any other digit as required under subsection of 
this section in electoral ink the presiding offi cer shall 
destroy the ballot paper handed to him or her by such 
voter and shall make an entry in the poll book setting 
out the particulars in relation to the destruction of such 
ballot paper.  It would be a shame, having voted, to 
have your vote destroyed.
The other aspect that persons complain about is the 
insertion of the ballot into the box: they want to do it 
themselves. However, the ballot MUST be returned 
to the Presiding Offi cer so that the counterfoil can be 
removed and stored.  The counterfoil probably doesn’t 
mean much to the voter, but it is a very useful tool for 
audit purposes. The Presiding Offi cer is required to ex-
amine the ballot for his/her initials, verify that it is the 
ballot that was issued by comparing the number on the 
counterfoil with that on the stub. After marking the bal-
lot, the voter “shall then fold the ballot paper as directed 
so that the initials and the numbers on the counterfoil 
can be seen without opening it, and hand the paper to 
the presiding offi cer who shall, without unfolding it, 
ascertain by examination of the initials and the number  
appearing thereon that it is the same paper as that deliv-
ered to the voter and, if the same, he or she shall, … in 
full view of the voter and of all others present remove 
the counterfoil and deposit the ballot in the ballot box.”
So you see, it is the Presiding Offi cer’s job to control 
what goes into the grey box! 
Two small steps, but one giant leap in ensuring that one 
man gets one, vote in the right place and fairness for all.
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Pet Owner Traumatized Over 
Ritual Dog Killings

By Monique Washington 

A pet owner on Nevis has been 
left traumatized and heart-bro-
ken after two of his dogs were 
stabbed and hacked to death in 
what he believes is a ritual.

The Cade’s Bay resident 
Peter Mestier spoke with the 
Observer this past week and 
gave dramatic detail of what 
happened to his pets. He said 
that someone cruelly hacked 
and stabbed his dogs multiple 

times. Two of his dogs were 
murdered within a week’s span 
of each other. 

“It’s obvious that the killing 
was highly personal in nature. 
One dog was murdered on the 
weekend of June 8 found...I dis-
covered the body of my black 
dog in a room between me and 
my neighbour. His entire body 
was cut up badly,” he said. 
Jones said that he was in shock 
and buried it. 

He then said on June 17 

someone knocked on his door 
and gave him devastating news. 
“They told me that my white 
dog was near to his front door 
and that something was wrong. 
I followed him there and saw 
that the dog was dead. 

“I observed that a path about 40 
feet long that led to the dog’s 
body was littered with pieces 
of skull, blood and brain matter.  
Not only was the dog’s skull 
hacked there was numerous 
and wide stab wounds all over 
its body,” he said. He said that 

he reported the incidents to the 
police. He noted that he looked 
after the dogs for over 14 years 
and said that his dogs were not 
aggressive and were beloved by 
locals and tourist alike. He said 
that he believes that his dogs 
died because of a cultural ritual. 

“I am confi dent that the death of 
my dogs were revenge killing 
to send a very clear message to 
one or more persons. My under-
standing is that theses types of 
killing are often used by people 
of certain cultures to take care 

of personal offences- perceived 
or otherwise in their own way 
and outside law,” he said.

Mestier said that he is expect-
ing close family to visit very 
shortly, and they are bringing 
young children with them and 
he is worried about his safety.

“I am not out for revenge; I 
simply want to right a wrong. 
I want to do right by my dogs 
and want the perpetrator to pay 
for his crime via proper (legal) 
channels,” he said.
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Parry to Write and Publish His Own Book
By Monique Washington 

The former leader of 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party, the Hon. Joseph 
Parry has revealed  his 
intentions to become 
a published author but 
not before the NRP goes 
back into offi ce.
He said that he never 
dreamt of becoming 
Premier or politician 
because he wanted to 
teach economics and 
wanted to become an 
author. 

Parry revealed his in-
tention to step down 
as leader of the Nevis 
Reformation Party in 
January 2018 noting, 
“...It is important that I 
give that party the op-
portunity to organize 
their transition period 
so that we can have a 
smooth movement from 
the present situation to 
one that will strengthen 

the party for the future.”

“I want to write about 
Nevis. I want to write 
about politics. I want 
to write about cricket. 
I want to celebrate the 
people of Nevis. The 
people of Nevis need to 
know who we are and 
if it’s not put down in 

writing, we would never 
know, we would just 
forget. I want to write 
the history of the coun-
try. I want to write it, I 
want to publish it when 
the Nevis Reformation 
Party is in government 
again, ” he said.

Parry announced his 

future plans June 23 at 
the opening of the Nevis 
Reformation Party’s  of-
fi ce located at Nelson 
Springs. The opening 
of the Party’s offi ce 
signalled the rebrand-
ing, reorganizing and 
revitalizing of the Party. 
The NRP promises to in-
troduce new faces, new 
programs, new project, 
new people, new candi-
dates and a new leaders.

Parry reminded those in 
attendance of his retire-
ment from politics and 
his wish to not be either 
leader or candidate for 

the NRP. He said how-
ever that for now he 
would rather be in the 
background and share 
his experiences with the 
new leader and the new 
generation. 

Parry, who entered the 
political arena over three 
decades ago urged the 
party’s supporters to 
work together to make 
Nevis better.

“We don’t have to tear 
each other apart as a 
party. We don’t have to 
all be friends, but we 
have a common purpose 

to build a better Nevis. A 
common purpose to give 
direction to this country 
and to make sure the 
young persons in this 
country is well taken 
care of,” he said. 

“Politics is not making 
enemies and cursing 
and abusing each other. 
Politics is not about 
fi lling your pockets or 
getting things free or 
living off of St. Kitts. It 
is about independence, 
it is about self-belief, it 
is about self-esteem. It 
about being a proud true 
Nevisian.” 



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday June 29th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:12 COMMENTARY

Inland Revenue Reaffirms 
Commitment to Tax Compliance

By Loshaun Dixon

The Inland Revenue 
Department (IRD) has re-
affirmed its commitment 
to encouraging tax com-
pliance and making busi-
ness affairs more efficient 
in the as it opens a new 
location to better serve the 
people of the Federation.
The assurance came from 
Edward Gift, Comptroller 
of Inland Revenue, who 
was speaking at a cer-
emony to highlight the 
department’s move into 
a more spacious build-
ing that includes techno-
logical features, as well as 
facilities better suited to 
serve senior citizens and 
people with disabilities.
Gift said that the IRD 
does not take it responsi-
bilities lightly, highlight-
ing  it  includes revenue 

collection; administration 
of laws of St. Kitts and 
Nevis and improving the 
business environment so 
that firms and citizens can 
easily comply with their 
obligations.
Gift explained, “We un-
derstand that ensuring 
consistency in the ap-
plication of the laws we 
administer assist in fa-
cilitating the competitive-
ness of businesses in the 
Federation by providing a 
level playing field.”
He continued, “We also 
understand that managing 
and sustaining higher lev-
el of compliance means 
that we must not be an 
impediment to business. 
We must ensure that our 
compliance activities not 
only allow companies to 
compete in the Federation 
but on the global scale.” 
Gift added the IRD was 

committed to implement-
ing the values that are 
enshrined in its mission 
statement which reads: 
‘To administer the tax 
laws in an efficient and 
equitable manner, to pro-
mote voluntary compli-
ance, to maximize the 
revenue for the develop-
ment of the Federation, in 
a manner that warrants the 
highest degree of public 
confidence in our profes-
sionalism and integrity’.
He said, “Businesses we 
find in the Federation al-
ways have had to adopt to 
trends and opportunities, 
and likewise the Inland 
Revenue Department en-
suring compliance in this 
environment is always 
going to be an ongoing 
challenge. This means 
that we must be on top of 
change, be able to iden-
tify change within the 
environment, and adopt 

our strategies to focus on 
that.”
 Gift explained his de-
partment is also focused 
on combatting fraud in 
five broad areas. “One, 
expanding customer 
service to our tax pay-
ers. Two, enhancing our 
legal framework. Three, 
modernising our opera-
tions, four, addressing our 
specific compliance is-
sues and improving our 
relationships with our 
stakeholders.”
He added that they are 
also focus on improving 
the tax compliance rate in 
the Federation.
“One of the most impor-
tant things we do is focus 
on improving the tax com-
pliance rate. Since I took 
over the Inland Revenue 
my team and I has been 
focused on building tax 
compliance.”
He said property tax com-
pliance grew from 27 per-
cent in 2011 to 47 percent 
in 2017 the highest in 
history.
Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance the 
Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris 
referenced a former su-
preme court justice Oliver 

Wendell Holmes who 
said, “Taxes are what we 
pay, for a civilised soci-
ety,” to stress the impor-
tance of taxes to society. 
“Reflect upon that for a 
moment and you get in 
part why the Comptroller 
of (IRD) was encouraging 
each of us to comply with 
the tax laws as they relate 
to us. Taxes are what we 
pay and perhaps should 
more willingly pay, to 
ensure that St Kitts and 
Nevis remains a civilised 
country, with each one 
endeavouring and each 
one achieving in accor-
dance with our prosperity 
agenda.”
He said the paying of tax-
es will provide adequate 
resources that meet the 
demands of the people. 
“An economy that is 
growing is always better 
than one that is in nega-
tive growth. When the 
economy grows it takes 
us from point A to point 
B, C or D and when it de-
clines it puts us in a hole.”
Prime Minister Harris, 
said that taxes are a must 
and indicated that with-
out taxes the government 
would not be able to do 
its work and improve the 
lives of people in the fed-
eration. “Without healthy 

collections by the revenue 
collecting agencies of the 
state, the state of which 
Inland Revenue is one of 
the most important ones, 
we certainly would not 
be able to finance educa-
tion, we certainly would 
not be able to increase 
the budget which has 
been tripled with respect 
to national security. We 
certainly would not be 
able to add to the CCTV 
program and we certainly 
would not be able to pro-
vide the vehicles at the 
roundabouts at strategic 
sections of Basseterre and 
the country.”
Dr. Harris also hailed the 
IRD for the jump in tax 
collection over the past 
four years. “Since taking 
office we have witnessed 
over the period 2014 to 
2017 a very significant 
jump in the tax collections 
of the country. The largest 
collection by the Inland 
Revenue occurred in 
2015 when they collected 
$241 million. In 2017 the 
revenue collection by the 
Inland Revenue $239 mil-
lion dollars.”
The IRD opened in its new 
location Monday on the 
Bay Road in Basseterre 
just across the road from 
its previous location.
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Vacancy: Sales Representative

Must be able to speak fl uent English & Spanish
Working Hours 9am - 5 pm

Must be able to work on Weekends when ship in port
Apply: Big Sales Stores,

 Fort Street, Basseterre St.Kitts
Email: bigsale68@hotmail.com

Contact : 661-1797

No EIA, 
no pier

By Monique Washington

Construction of 
the Nevis Island 
Administration’s pier 
at Mosquito Bay has 
been stopped after the 
administration made 
attempts to construct 
the pier knowing that 
the Environmental 
Impact Assessment was 
not approved by the 
Department of Physical 
Planning. 

The construction of the 
pier began June 18 with 
the materials, which 
were fabricated in St 
Martin, and equipment 
arriving at Nevis from 
St. Martin. Construction 
was supposed to take 
four to six weeks.

Premier of Nevis the 
Honourable Mark 
Brantley confi rmed to 
the media during his 
monthly press confer-
ence June 25 that pier 
construction has been 
postponed. He said that 
there were some techni-
cal concerns expressed 
during the weekend. 
The project was previ-
ously delayed, Brantley 
said, due largely to 
the unavailability of 
contractors.

The Observer ques-
tioned the Hon. Alexis 
Jeffers about the “pause” 
and he noted that there 
were some issues with 
the Environmental 
Impact Assessment that 
need to be corrected. He 
said that they are cur-
rently working on get-
ting them corrected and 
by Thursday (June 28) 

they should commence 
with project.

The Observer visited 
the construction site 
Thursday and no work-
men were there and no 
work was being done. 
The Observer spoke 
with Acting Director of 
Physical Planning Joel 
Williams Thursday, who 
noted that planning nev-
er approved the project. 
He said that after some 
discussion, the project 
stopped. He did go into 
detail as to what the is-
sues were with the EIA, 
but when the Observer 
asked to see the docu-
ment, he said that it was 
now in the hands of the 
developer.

The next phase of the 
project is to drive a 
number of metal pipes 
into the ocean’s bed. 
The salt water will then 
be extracted and con-
crete will be placed in-
side of the pipes.

The pier will be 196 
feet long and 16 feet 
wide. The pier will end 
in a ‘T’ shape. The in-
tention is to allow for 
the growth of the water 
taxi between St. Kitts 
and Nevis and for the 
creation of pleasure 
boating in Nevis. The 
port facility will also 
include a restaurant, a 
ticket booth and a ga-
zebo-type waiting area 
similar to what exists at 
the main port facility in 
Charlestown

Brantley said the pier 
should be completed by 
Culturama this year.
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 17

me,” she said. “So, I kept 
on calling after that. I have 
been calling for the longest 
while and they telling me 
that they are investigating. 
I haven’t gotten anything 
positive from either the 
commissioner or (Hillroy) 
Brandy. I called Brandy all 
the time because he said 
that he is the investigator 
and if I don’t get him, I call 
Queely.”She said that since 
her son arrived in Trinidad, 
the only possession of his 

she has ever received is a 
pair of pajamas, a pair of  
jeans, a shirt, his passport 
and his phone. “I am yet to 
get a black cent,” she said. 
“I received no personal pos-
sessions. I never knew any-
thing about Social Security, 
insurance, bank accounts, 
benefits or anything. I asked 
him (Queely) about my 
son’s money, but I have got-
ten no answer. I just want 
the honest truth.”

When questioned if she ever 
visited St. Kitts while her 

son was alive, Harris said 
she had not because she was 
too afraid. “I never came 
to St. Kitts because I was 
afraid,” she said. “I haven’t 
seen my child in years and 
when I saw him, he was on 
a bed. If I had the money, I 
would have come and settle 
everything and [be] done 
with it.”

The Observer made 
three attempts to contact 
Commissioner Queely 
at the Basseterre Police 
Station, at the Charlestown 

Police Station and on his 
cell phone. Al attempts 
were futile. The Observer 
also spoke to Pacquette’s 
sister, Cassandra, who said 
that after her brother died. 
It has been “a lot of running 
around. After you realize the 
people you put your trust in 
weren’t actually going to 
help you out.”

She, too, said that since the 
funeral no one has called to 
check up on the family  and 
all the calls are being made 
from the families end. “The 

way he went away like that 
-  my mother got no closure 
and it seems like nobody 
cares,” the sister said. “My 
mother is suffering. I’m 
just wondering, do they 
think about these things? 
My mother is not well, my 
mother keeps on stress-
ing. If anything happens to 
mother because of the stress 
she has to go through be-
cause of what happened to 
my brother, I will be very 
upset and I might end up su-
ing somebody. When I look 
back, it all seems heartless.”

Mother of slain police offi cer 
wants answers…..now CONT’D
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THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S 
(BPW) CLUB OF ST KITTS INSTALLS THE 
NEWLY ELECTED BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The 2018-2019 
Installation and 
Candlelight ceremony of 
the BPW Club of St Kitts 
was held at the Ocean 
Terrace Inn on the eve-
ning of Wednesday, June 
20th 2018. The ceremo-
ny was performed to for-
mally confi rm the new 
team of elected members 
to serve as the incoming 
Board of Directors for 
the BPW Club of St. 
Kitts (2018-2019).  The 
beautifully executed cer-
emony was conducted in 
the presence of specially 
invited guests, founding 
and present club mem-
bers, family and friends 
of BPW.

In her acceptance 
speech, newly installed 
president Cheryleann 
Pemberton thanked the 

membership for the vote 
of confi dence in her po-
tential for leadership, she 
encouraged members to 
“build each other up and 
assured members that 
“we can do great things 
together!”  She also en-
couraged members and 
her Executive team to 
aim to emulate the words 
of BPW’s founder, Dr. 
Lena Madesin Phillips 
who stated “Each wom-
an, as a citizen, must 
bring to the national 
policy of her own coun-
try, the contribution of 
forward-looking and 
constructive thought 
followed by determined 
action. Each woman 
must dedicate herself 
to protect and promote 
the interests of all other 
women in business and 
the professions.”

The Installation 
Ceremony was led by 
fellow member and 
past president of the 
St. Kitts Chapter in 
her current role as the 
Regional Coordinator 
for North America and 
the Caribbean 2017-
2020, Dawne Williams, 
a position held for the 

fi rst time by a Kittitian.  
In her address she re-
iterated the roles and 
responsibilities of each 
elected member and 
offered words of inspi-
ration and wisdom to 
help guide the thoughts 
and actions of the new-
ly elected team.

At the ceremony, 
two BPW members 
were recognized for 
their Helpfulness and 
Resourcefulness and 
were each presented 
with a plaque as a show 
of appreciation for their 
contribution of their 
personal time and talent 
to the club’s various ac-
tivities and initiatives.  

These members were 
Dr. Christine Walwyn 
also a past president 
of the club and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Armony, 
a former executive 
member for the club.  
Also recognized was 
Mr. Valentine Liburd, 
entrepreneur and pro-
prietor of Vallies Tent 
Rentals for his sterling 
customer service and 
partnership in the many 
fund raising initiatives 

of the club.

The International 
Federation of Business 
and Professional 
Women (BPW 
International) has be-
come one of the most 
infl uential international 
networks of busi-
ness and professional 
women with affi liates 
in 95 countries in fi ve 
continents.  BPW de-
velops the professional, 
leadership and business 
potential of women on 
all levels through our 
mentoring, networking, 
skill building and eco-
nomic empowerment 
programs and projects 
around the world. To 
learn more about BPW, 
you may contact us at 
bpwomensk@gmail .
com.

The Board of Directors 
for the BPW 2018-
2019, all of whom 
pledged to perform their 
role as elected to do, 
comprises the follow-
ing members who rep-
resent various fi elds of 
professional discipline 
including Management, 
Accounting, Banking, 
Hospitality and 
Customer Service:

President Cheryleann 
Pemberton, 1st Vice 
President Julie Gumbs, 
2nd Vice President 
Patricia Welsh, 
Honorary Secretary 
Ardis Bell,  Honorary 
Treasurer Lynn Bass, 
Parliamentarian Gillian 
Crooke, Assistant 
Honorary Secretary 
Tamara Hart, 

Assistant Honorary 
Treasurer Clytie 
Gilbert,  Immediate 
Past President

Glenna Evelyn, 
FLOOR MEMBERS

Press & Publicity - 
Youlouca Armony-
Browne, Social & 
Hospitality - Kerine 
Archibald, Ways & 
Means - Ionie Knight
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Mother of slain 
police offi cer wants 

answers…..now
By Monique Washington

The mother of slain 
police offi ce Brain 
Pacquette is calling on 
the high ranks of police 

in the federation to pro-
vide answers to what 
happened to her son and 
where is the compensa-
tion for his death.

On June 23, 2016, 

Dominica national 
Brain Paquette, along 
with constable Dijon 
Warner, responded to re-
ports of a larceny in the 
Greenlands area. It is al-
leged that an altercation 

ensued with Pacqueete 
and the suspect.

The initial report states 
that Pacquette pulled 
his service pistol and 
accidentally shot 

himself in the right 
leg. He was warded at 
the JNF Hospital in St. 
Kitts, where his condi-
tion became worse. His 
leg had to be amputated 
and his internal organs 
began to fail. He was 
flown to Trinidad, but 
succumbed to his inju-
ries July 18, 2016. An 
autopsy performed in 
Trinidad determined 
Pacquette’s death was 
from gangrene.

In May 2016, police 
began a manhunt for 
Warner, who became 
under investigation for 
the shooting death of 
Pacquette, as well as 
the assault of another 
citizen.

The Observer spoke 
with Pacqette’s moth-
er, Yvonne Harris, 
Thursday. She said 
that all she wants is 
answers and she wants 
them before the two-
year anniversary of her 
son’s death. She said 
that initially she was 
told that her son shot 
himself in his right 
leg. She said that she 
questioned their report 
as her son was right 
handed and it would 

have been difficult to 
make such a shot.

The Observer was also 
informed that in ad-
dition to Pacquette’s 
gunshot wound, he had 
also received a stab 
wound to his back. 
“All I asking them is 
what really happened 
to my son?” Harris 
said. “Where are his 
belongings and where 
is the compensation 
for his 10 years of 
service?”

Harris said that her 
son was buried with 
full with full honors 
in Dominica. She said 
that Prime Minister 
the Honourable Dr. 
Timothy Harris and 
Commissioner of 
Police Ian Queely, 
along with other mem-
bers of the Royal St. 
Christopher and Nevis 
Police Force, attended 
the funeral. She noted 
PM Harris held a meet-
ing with the family, 
but nothing much was 
said. She noted that 
after the funeral, all 
communication from 
St. Kitts stopped.

“No one contacted 

CONT’D ON PAGE 19
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received assistance from 
the Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Centre 
based in Martinique and 
the neighbouring Dutch 
islands with fl y-over 
searches. 

“Police investigations 
into the matter are also 
continuing. If anyone 

has any information re-
garding the whereabouts 
of these two men, they 
are asked to contact the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department at the 
Basseterre Police 
Station by dialing 465-
2241 or their nearest 
Police Station.”

Hunt Still on 
for Men Lost 

at Sea CONT’D
CONT’D FROM PAGE 21
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CONT’D ON PAGE 23

Hunt Still on for 
Men Lost at Sea

Two weeks have now 
elapsed since two fi sh-
ermen went missing at 
sea and there is still no 
sign of them.

Missing is Vernon 
Pemberton of New 
Road who was last seen 
by family members 
June 3 sometime after 
midday.

According to the po-
lice reports made had 
indicated that he was 

going out to sea to fi sh 
with Hayden Langley of 
Buckleys. Neither men 
have been seen since. 

Several search opera-
tions to date have yet 
to fi nd the men or their 
vessel. The Fisheries 
Department has handed 
over items identifi ed 
as those of Vernon 
Pemberton that were 
found at sea by another 
fi sherman. According to 
a police statement the St. 

Kitts-Nevis Coast Guard 
will continue their 
searches for the men 
feared lost at sea during 
their routine patrols. 

“To date, several search 
operations at sea and by 
air have not resulted in 
any signs of the men or 
the vessel it is believed 
they went fi shing in.  The 
last large scale search 
operation conducted by 
the Coast Guard was 
done on Thursday, June 

14 when a 290 nauti-
cal mile creeping line 
search pattern was used. 
This method systemati-
cally determines where 
an object might have 
drifted based on the cur-
rent. The Offi cers of the 
Coast Guard searched 
from East of Nevis to 

South of Saba,” the 
statement read.

It added,  “The Coast 
Guard has committed 
to continue conducting 
searches during their 
routine patrols for as long 
as they can. The Offi cers 
had also conducted 

operations south of 
Nevis and near Redonda 
down to the St. Eustatius 
channel.”

The police stated that 
the Coast Guard has 
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