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Local contractors
benefit from Port
Zante’s second
cruise pier

A rendition of Port Zante’s second pier with three Oasis Class vessels simultaneously.

When completed, the
second cruise pier at
Port Zante will accommodate three Oasis
Class vessels simultaneously. This is by no
means a small feat, according to Minister of
Public Infrastructure, the
Honourable Ian Patches
Liburd, adding that local
contractors have benefited greatly from the
project.
Minister Liburd said that
one of the mandates of
the Cabinet for the project is to, as much as possible, source material and
local labour.
“I can report to this
Honourable House and
to the nation that we
have done that,” said the
minister.
He further reported that
one of the local contractors, Kelly Construction,
is making all precast
slabs and beams. To date,
they have procured 2,000
cubic yards of concrete,
which is being supplied by TDC Group of
Companies Ltd.
“The project I’m advised
is expected to consume
some 9,000 cubic yards
of concrete all of which
will be supplied by St.
Kitts Masonry Products,”

said the minister, adding
that to date the contractor
has procured some 200
tons of steel that are being utilized in the project.
The steel was also supplied by TDC.
One thousand tonnes
of steel will be used in
the project, reported the
minister. Over 90 percent
of the steel is already at
the site. TDC has supplied 55 percent. “All
the local companies, [including S.L Horsford’s
and Co. Ltd.], are participating, Mr. Speaker.
Do not lose sight of the
fact Mr. Speaker that
all the material is being
quarried locally. At Old
Road Bay, there will be
need for either 20 or 30,
20-tonne armour rocks.
That will come from the
Public Works Quarry.”
Minister Liburd stated
that these materials will
not be imported.
“As a matter of fact, as
the minister with responsibility for the quarry, I
am advocating that they
bring the quarry up to a
state of efficiency and effectiveness that we will
start to export material
from the quarry rather
than importing,” he said.
Approximately

100

persons have been employed for the construction of the second cruise
pier at Port Zante, said
Minister Liburd, highlighting that all welders
at the site are local welders procured by the main
contractor
American
Bridge. All timber, fuel
and other consumables
are locally sourced, he
said. The timber has
been provided by TDC
and fuel from Sol.
The pier lighting will
be procured and installed
locally
by
Kelly
Construction.
Approximately
$400,000 to $500,000 is
being spent monthly on
procurement of supplies
locally.
Construction on the second cruise pier, which
is financed under a
syndicate arrangement
between the St. KittsNevis-Anguilla National
Bank (SKNANB); the St.
Kitts and Nevis Social
Security Board; the St.
Kitts and Nevis Sugar
Industry Diversification
Foundation
(SIDF)
and the St. Kitts and
Nevis Trading and
Development Company
(TDC), is expected
to be completed in
September.
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CARPHA UWI join forces to address
Caribbean health issues
we live in.”

By Loshaun Dixon

The University of the
West Indies (UWI)
and the the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA)
signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
in St. Kitts on Tuesday
during the opening
of the 30th Intersessional
Meeting
of the Conference of
Heads of Government
of CARICOM.

He said that the MOU
will run for five years
and will accumulate
work that both organizations already do in
the region as it relates
to health economics
chronic disease a, and
climate change and
health.
“I hope we will be able
to leverage it to mobilize more resources
for the noble purpose
that we both have.”

The MOU that was
signed by CARPHA’s
Executive
Director,
Dr. James Hospedales,
and Sir Hilary Beckles,
Vice-Chancellor
of
UWI will see the to organizations partner to
address health issues
in the region.

Sir Hillary Beckles
said that the agreement will help the
region deal with the
spreading of viruses
in the region that hes
said was one of the
major problems facing
the Caribbean noting
the spread of the Zika
Dr. Hospedales said, virus as an example.
“You are bringing together the two organi- “It required a tremenzations responsible for dous mobilization of
higher education and research, knowledge
for public health to join of institutions and
forces to strengthen public health, to pretraining and research pare the region for
to address the health the arrival of the Zika
priorities of our region virus and we did that
from chronic diseases, with tremendous efclimate and health, ficiency so that when
violence and injuries the Zika began to apand the environment pear in the region we

Sir Hilary (second from left) signs MoU in the presence of Chairman of CARICOM and Prime Minister of St. Kitts and
Nevis, Dr the Honourable Timothy Harris (second from right); Dr. Hospedales (right), and CARICOM’s SecretaryGeneral, Irwin LaRocque (left).

professionals,
the
researchers in public
He added that the “We learnt a very health, and the skilled
MOU will be seen as a hard lesson that we people in virology.”
putting of the house in need to articulate
order to deal with any and integrate all of He noted that othshareholders
such disease in the the public healthcare er
were ready for it.”

future.

within the regional
and worldwide working closely with UWI
to pull all of this together to build resilience in the region.

Public schools receive laptops,
projectors from TVEC program
Ministry of Education office at financing in an amount equivalent
to US $8.3 million towards the
Marion Heights.
cost of a Technical and Vocational
The Technical and Vocational “As part of the TVEC enhancement Education and Training (TVET)
Education and Training (TVEC) project funded by the Caribbean Enhancement Project and intends
Enhancement Program made a large Development Bank (CDB), we are to apply a portion of the proceeds of
donation on Feb. 26 to the public distributing items that are needed this financing to eligible payments
to enhance learning for the student under contracts procured under this
high schools on Nevis.
project.
in the TVEC area,” said Ottley.
Fifty laptops and six projectors were presented by TVEC TVEC studies include technical Junior Minister of Education Hon
to Charlestown and Gingerland drawing, building tech, informa- Troy Liburd expressed his delight in
tion technology, and Electronic receiving the items
Secondary schools.
Document
Preparation
and
“It warms my heart that we can
Dorson Ottley TVEC officer in the Management (EDPM).
hand theses over to principals of
Ministry of Education in Nevis
presented the equipment to the The Government of St. Kitts the Charlestown and Gingerland
schools during a ceremony at the and Nevis has received CDB secondary schools,” said Liburd.
By Monique Washington

“The teachers and students will have
the advantages that these computers will bring to them. We know that
technology is the wave of the future.
Here in Nevis and the Federation we
are trying to avoid being left behind.
This is a significant investment and
we hope that the investment will be
taken care of.”
The TVET program has been identified by the Prime Minister of the
Federation Hon Timothy Harris “as
an important avenue for empowering our people and providing a
steady supply of qualified workers to
match the jobs being created in the
economy.
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Has the Federation identified its next agricultural crop to replace sugarcane? Are we heading back into mono-culture?
Parliament announced that it has received the report of the marijuana
commission and has accepted the proposals that were unanimously recommended there-in. As a result, aspects of marijuana use and production
has been decriminalized; but others have remained illegal. As we understand it, possession of more than 15 grams as well as growing of more
than 3 plants will become a ticket-able offence but not a criminal offence.
Medical usage has been ok’d, but not recreational and religious usage.
There was a time when substances that are in everyday usage today were
heavily regulated; commodities like alcohol, coffee, tobacco. As societies changed, they became de-regulated (like coffee; everyone has access
now) or less regulated (like alcohol – minors are still not allowed to buy
alcohol). Thus, this relaxation comes as no surprise. Society has become
more tolerant and the pressures, both internal and external was intense.
Several international countries - countries which we look up to - have
normalized marijuana use as has a few of our Caribbean neighbours.
The report has not yet been made available to the public, but we know
that the Commission has underscored the need for a sustained and intense
public education programme. Parliament has also acknowledged that it
has legislative work to do as well, so we’ll wait to see how that unfolds,
particularly in its definitions and measurements. How much is 15 grams?
What constitutes medical usage? Should it’s usage be as a preventive
supplement, for curative or for palliative care?
Wouldn’t it be great if the issue of local food production generated as
much euphoria as has been generated over marijuana? Then we would
have been able to feed ourselves and our neighbours and generate multiple agro-processing industries. However, if the Jamaican experience
is anything to go by, it will be a long time before marijuana and its derivatives can properly become mainstreamed and a legitimate earner of
foreign exchange. Time will be the decider.
Sugar City has not yet become Smoke City. Hopefully it never will.
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By Loshaun Dixon

Contract killings are
a concern for regional
police heads with authorities
revealing
some recent murders
in St. Kitts connected
to this cause.

flew to St Maarten and
Anguilla and do hits
for hire there. In fact, a
few of the gang members are incarcerated in
St Maarten.”

that there are people
who are paying money
for others to be killed.

“We think there are
contracted hits,” said
Morrison. “We have
Brandy did not how- at least three murders
ever identify any cases in Anguilla which we
being
investigated linked to contracted
persons being hired to
here.
carry out, although not
St. Kitts and Nevis
Brandy said two ho- all successfully.”
Acting Commissioner
micides are presently
of
Police
(CoP)
under investigation in Contracted killings of
Hilroy Brandy told
St. Kitts and Anguilla hits for hire is a form
attendees at a joint
that have been linked of murder in which one
Commissioners
of
party hires another party
to one-another.
Police meeting in
to kill a targeted individSt. Kitts that they
“I cannot go too ual or group of people.
have seen scenarios
much into it, but yes,
in which individuals
our Intel is showing It involves an illegal
from neighbouring isbetween
that they are linked,” agreement
lands arranged for hits
two
or
more
parties
in
Brandy
said.
in the Federation and
St. Kitts and Nevis Acting Commissioner of Police (CoP) Hilroy Brandy confirmed scewhich
one
party
agrees
vice versa.
narios in which individuals from neighbouring islands arranged for hits in the FederaA n g u i l l a to kill the target in extion and vice versa.
Commissioner
of change for some form
“We have seen persons coming out of Anguilla to do jobs gangs here in St Kitts Brandy. “Members of Police Paul Morrison of payment, monetary or
St Maarten …and for members of the and vice versa,” said gangs from St Kitts a c k n o w l e d g e d otherwise.
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CG man beats
man with a liquor
bottle, receives six
months in HMP
By Monique Washington

Clarence ‘Sam’ Samuel
of Church Ground has
made Her Majesty’s
Prison (HMP) in St.
Kitts his new address
after he pled guilty for
hitting R. Jeffers on
the head with a liquor
bottle.
On Feb. 26, Samuel
appeared
at
the
Magistrate Court in
Charlestown and confessed he wounded
Jeffers, a Brown Hill
resident. Samuel told
the court that he had a
defense lawyer, but the
attorney did not appear

in court.

his head.

According to Police
Prosecution Inspector,
Joel Caines, on Jan.
2, Samuel went to
the home of a female friend, where he
knocked on the door
and no one answered.
After knocking on the
door a second time,
Samuel broke down
the door.

Jeffers wrapped his
shirt around his head,
ran from the home
and drove to the hospital. Later, Jeffers
made a police report.
The police searched
for Samuel and questioned. He blamed
his actions on the
“alcohol.”

Samuel entered the
house and saw Jeffers
in bed in the bedroom.
He decided to throw a
Carib beer bottle towards the man. He then
took a liquor bottle and
began hitting Jeffers in
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Pacquette’s mother ‘My son’s
death was no accident’
By Monique Washington

said that she received
word that the man
who shot her son
Almost three years
was being extradited
after her son was shot
while on duty and later Speaking exclusively back to St. Kitts. In
died, Constable Brain with the Observer on June 2016, Pacquette
Harris and Constable Dijon
Pacquette’s
mother Wednesday,
Yvonne Harris said
her son’s death was no
accident.

Clarence ‘Sam’ Samuel of Church Ground, sentenced to six months in jail for hitting R.
Jeffers on the head with a liquor bottle

said Jeffers. “I didn’t
expect to meet a man
there.”

In court, Samuel apologized to Jeffers for his
actions. He said that
the female was his girlfriend and a few days
previously gave her a
large sum of money.

Jeffers told the court he
has never received an
apology from Samuels.
He told the court the
hospital put 11 stiches
in his head.

“That was my woman,”

“I tried to leave the

hospital the same
night, but the nurse
said I had to stay
overnight for observation.” said Jeffers. “I
received five stiches
on one side of his head
and six stiches on the
other side.”
Magistrate
Yasmine
Clarke
immediately

let Samuel know her
intention to send him
to prison. He told the
court that he has a
‘good job’ and did not
want to go to jail.
Jeffers plea for mercy
fell on Magistrate
Clarke’s deaf ears and
she sentenced him to
six months in HMP.

Warner responded to
reports of a larceny in
the Greenlands area in
St. Kitts.
It is alleged that an altercation ensued with

Pacquete and the suspect. The initial report
states that Pacquette
pulled his service revolver and accidentally shot himself in
the right leg. He was
warded at the JNF
Hospital in St. Kitts
where his condition
became worse. His
leg had to be amputated and his internal
organs began to fail.
Pacquete was flown
to Trinidad but succumbed to his injuries
on July 18. An autopsy
performed in Trinidad
determined the cause
of Pacquette’s death
was gangrene.

killing Pacquete is in
United States custody
awaiting extradition to
the Federation.

On Monday, Feb. 25,
Acting Commissioner
of
Police
Hilroy
Brandy announced that
the man accused of allegedly shooting and

If Warner is brought
back to the Federation,
he will answer the
charge of manslaughter of Constable Brian
Pacquette.

“I got a call from
Dominica this morning (February 27)
saying that Dijon will
be extradited back to
St. Kitts. I messaged
(Hilroy) Brandy twice
but he never responded. Until he (Warner)
goes to court and is
found guilty, that is
when my son will
rest in eternal peace,”
Harris said.

Harris said that if there
is a trial she will be
present to ask Warner
In May, the police one question.
began a manhunt for
Warner. Warner is un- “Why did you shoot
der investigation for my son? I want to
allegedly
shooting know, why he shot my
Pacquette and assault- son. This was no acciing another citizen. In dent. I don’t believe it
August, Pacquette was was,” said Harris.
buried in his native
country of Dominica The Observer also
with full military spoke with Cassandra
Vital, Pacquette’s sishonours.
ter on Wednesday.
In May 2018, the She noted that she
Royal St. Christopher and her family are
and Nevis Police pleased with the police
Force issued a wanted announcement.
bulletin for former
officer,
24-year-old “Right now we just
Dijon Warner in con- want the police to finnection with the shoot- ish the job and put him
ing death of Constable (Warner) behind bars,”
she said.
Pacquette.
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Diamond International donates and
spends time at Children’s home

Working for you…

Children sing a popular reggae song.

donated board games
and spent the afternoon
socializing with the
The children of the St. children, playing basChristopher Children’s ketball, singing folk and
Home were the ben- reggae tunes and playeficiaries of a generous ing other games.
donation by Diamond
International St. Kitts General Manager of
and Nevis, who assisted Diamond International
them with household Na’ama Omry Amir
supplies and spent said the donation forms
Monday
afternoon part of their monthly
socializing with the charity work and that
the Children’s Home is
children.
always on their agenDiamond International da. Omry Amir said it
donated packages that is not the last time they
included washing sup- will visit the children.
plies, juices, snacks
and food to the St. “We think this is very
it
Christopher Children’s important…and
Home. They
also is not just about the
By Loshaun Dixon

RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

Thousands of families served…

CMYK

CMYK

donations,” explained
Omry Amir. “We also
brought games that
will last along with the
experience, the singing
and group games. We
feel this is important.
As many times as we
can we would like to
this.”
She said the children
were nice; they had fun
with them and noted
the importance of her
organization.
Omry Amir said durMs. Caines of the Children’s Home (left) receives supplies from General Manager of
ing community exDiamond International Na’ama Omry Amir.
ercises
Diamond
International
gives
more than donations. Home to have fun and community. She said only have eight chilIt visits the Children’s communicate with the it is important to give dren I think St. Kitts
is blessed and the
back to the children.
children are blessed
“Children are our fu- because they have
ture,” explained Omry someone to take care
Amir. “I want our chil- of them all the time.”
dren and I want my
daughter to grow and Jiya Totlani, also of
be happy. Everything Diamond International,
starts from children, said their community
the way you educate agenda is encouraged
them and grow them by their parent comis most important, pany and they work all
then everything falls in around the Caribbean.
order.”
Totlani said they have to
Omry Amir said she decide what community
was happy to interac- work they will do in
tion with the children March. “We have a lot
and see how comfort- to do with tourism comable they were in the ing up, we still have to
home. “Coming here, get our heads together
I was pleased,” said to see what we will do
Omry Amir. “This is next. We always look
my first time to see for a less busy day.”
how the children live.
When I heard there Totlani said they enjoy
were only eight chil- these trips and previdren, I thought it is ously visited a home for
good to know every- the elderly.
one has a home. To
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Road renovation increases driver safety
Keys ... [there are] similar markings. The guard
rails, the reflectors, we
haven’t seen anything
yet,” he added, hinting
to plans for Phase 2.

The completion of
Phase 1 of the rehabilitation of the island’s
Main Road in St. Kitts
has made commuting a
more enjoyable and safer trip for drivers travelling between Conaree
and Keys; and Camps
and Challengers.
Under Phase 1, the
resurfacing of these
roads was done by
Surrey Paving and
Aggregate Co. Ltd.
Local
contractors
Allie’s
Construction,
B & B Backhoe and
Trucking
Services,
Boonie’s Construction,
O ’ L o u g h l i n
Construction,
and
Huggins
and
Son
Construction,
completed work to construct
a drainage system on
the eastern side of St.
Kitts in the vicinity of
CONTEC, the and widening the main road.
Drains, retention walls
and sidewalks were also

Traffic Department of
the Royal St. Christopher
and Nevis Police Force,
Inspector Carl Caines,
said the reflectors have
greatly enhanced road
safety, particularly at
night. He noted the
markings and reflectors
will help promote lane
integrity allowing drivers to stay within their
respective lanes.

New road markings and cat eyes in Conaree help to keep drivers safe,

built at various points.
During a Feb. 20 presentation to the National
Assembly Minister of
Public Infrastructure,
the Honourable Ian

Patches Liburd, highlighted the excellent
work done by the local
contractors. He said an
important feature of
the resurfacing project
saw the installation of

Cat Eyes Reflectors that
clearly mark the middle
and edges of the road.
“The
Cat
Eyes
Reflectors make the
road look international,”

Minister Liburd said,
referring to the resurfaced road on the western side of the island.
On the eastern side as
well Mr. Speaker, form
Conaree down into

Inspector Caines added
that additional signage
highlighting the speed
limit, road curves, blind
spots, heavy vehicle
turnings and other relevant information will
be mounted along the
resurfaced sections. This
is expected to be completed by the first quarter of 2019.

PR programmes to educate
public about Marijuana
In accepting more than
a dozen recommendations from the St. Kitts
& Nevis (National)
Marijuana Commission
on the way forward for
the use of marijuana in
the country, the Team
Unity-led Cabinet intends to put the necessary measures in place to
sensitize young persons
and protect them from
the potential harmful effects associated with the
use of cannabis.
Among the recommendations presented by
the National Marijuana
Commission in its final
report to the Cabinet, is
the creation of a massive public messaging
programme prior to
any changes in the law
and continuing thereafter to inform the public of the benefits and
risks and the potential
harm to young persons

regarding the use of
cannabis.
“In other words, they
are saying that they
don’t want everyone
now suddenly figure
that they need to get
a high or a boost from
this substance,” said
Prime Minister Dr. the
Honourable
Timothy
Harris during the Feb.
20 sitting of the National
Assembly. “There are
dangers and risks. The
science seems to have
now settled that for children up to the age of 24
years the consistent and
regular use of marijuana
is dangerous for their
neurological or brain
development,”
The Cabinet has determined that the use,
possession and sale of
marijuana to persons
under the age of 18
years would be strictly

prohibited under any
amendment of the current legislation.
“The protection of the
children will be paramount for the government going forward even
as we decriminalize its
use for certain specific
purposes,”
explained
Dr. Harris. “We cannot allow the children,
who are our future, to
be compromised by the
use of this in ways that
are not healthy for their
development.”
The prime minister said
the acceptance of the
recommendations put
forward unanimously by
the National Marijuana
Commission
would
mean some fundamental
changes to existing laws
in St. Kitts and Nevis,
which the Cabinet
will have to consider
carefully.

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy Harris with children of the Mol-Phil Explorers
Youth Club
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REALTwo
ESTATE REAL
ESTATE EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT
HURRICAN
SEASON
Delightful
Vacancy
APPROACHING !!
Bedroom Apartment
Purchase manager
EXCELLENT
Upper Ramsbury
for a resort wear and
HOUSE RUNNING
Contact: 469-5688
souvenir store. Working DIESEL
hours are 9AM-5PM.
Vacancy
GENERATOR 13 KW
Must be able to work
CONTACT
Sunshine’s Beach
on Sunday when cruise 869-669-0904
Bar & Grill
ships are in the port.
Needs Dishwasher
BIlingual is an asset.
& Cook
JOB requires inventory Vacancy
Contact: 469-5817
control, sales data ,inVacancy
teraction with suppliers Sales Clerk
and brand positioning.
JB Beauty Supply
Apply with a CV at:
Handyman
contact 669-6354

needed

Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Vacancy
AV Jones & Sons
Enterprise
Needs One FARMER
Contact: 668-1511

3 monkeys
Building #21 -shop #2
Port Zante
Email address is sai.
shamdasani@yahoo.
com

For Rent
Two Bedroom
Apartment House
Contact: 664-5232
after 6pm weekdays
and anytime weekend

Vacancy
Lemon Grass restaurant is seeking a bartendar with a minimum of 4 years experience and any certificate showing you are
certified . Bay road,St. Kitts ,465-0143.

Vacancy
M&K Construction
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner
With a Manual
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy

REAL
ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
For Sale

The Charlestown Gallery

Lot Of Land
Matchman,s Road
6000 Square Feet
$48000.00
Contact:664-2241

869-662-6778

LOCAL NEWS
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Non Interference
from CARICOM in
Venezuelan Crisis

Vacancy
Ryan Construction
Needs Carpenter
Contact:667-6872

It is like St. Kitts and
Nevis and it simply
means what happens in
A
principled
ap- Venezuela it will have
proach of non-interfer- implications for the rest
ence in handling the of the region.”
Venezuela crisis was
decided upon during the He said there is already
Caribbean Community a commitment that the
(CARICOM)
Inter- Caribbean region should
Sessional Meeting of the be preserved as a zone
Conference of Heads of of peace and abiding by
Government on Feb. 26 a principle of non-intervention helps to secure it
and 27 in St. Kitts.
as such and prevents a
Chairman of CARICOM disruption of the regions
and Prime Minister of tourism product, energy
St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. supplies among other
Timothy Harris said that things that are occaThe CARICOM posi- sioned whenever there
tion is not held captive is either civil unrest or
by any actor or entity in military intervention.
or outside of Venezuela.
“We are not being held
“It was important for captive by any entity we
us to find the principle have found principles
because once we got that have withstood the
the principles right then test of time,” said Dr.
everything else would Harris.
flow naturally and that
is what has happened,” He said the principles
explained CARICOM’s they are relying on now
has helped when the
Chairman.
region had other chalDr. Harris said non- lenges to deal with.
interference and respect
for the rule of law and “In challenges to deal
the constitutional order with border disputes we
democracy was what have always said, find
the regional heads were a peaceful way out to
happy to witness in deal with these particular challenges.We have
Venezuela.
always said respect the
“We have said we be- integrity of the territory
lieve in self-determina- of any member states
tion for a people. What where those things have
we are attempting to do guided us,” said Dr.
is to offer for all parties Harris. “We are satisfied
in Venezuela our own and have had conversaidea that only through tions with the governpeace could the fulfil- ment of Venezuela. We
ment of the expectations want to have conversations with the other
for peace be fulfilled.”
forces in Venezuela.”
Dr. Harris noted that
with the closeness Dr. Harris said all parties
of Venezuela to the have to come to the table
Caribbean whatever res- and will negotiate.
olution is found, it will
“We believe that is the
have effect the region.
best International com“Venezuela shares bor- munities can do. In the
ders with Guyana and end when rational minds
is three miles from get to the table they will
Trinidad and Tobago. determine the next step.”
You have to understand
compared
the
what proximity means. He
By Loshaun Dixon

Vacancy
Maria Beauty Salon
Need one stylist
Tel: 6682627

Vacancy
Move And Go
Construction
One Tileman
Contact:669-5616

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.

Delightful Two
Bedroom Apartment
Upper Ramsbury Site
Contact: 469-5688

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

New Vibes Real Vibes
Bar & Snackette
Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

House Hold Help
Needed Must Speak
Spanish (Fluent)
Contact: 662-7201

Smart Electronics is seeking a cashier and a sales
associate. with minimum 5 years experience.
Call 1 869 760-6710.

Vacancy

Vacancy

Driver & Customs
Broker
Contact: 663-0932

Handyman need.
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm
Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm

The New
Atmosphere Bar
Bartender Tel: 6616405

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Patrick Browne Now residing in
St Paul Street in the town or village
of Bath do hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply
on 30th Day of November 2017
next to the District Magistrate At
Charlestown for a Retail Liquor
Licence in respect of my
Premises in Chapel Street
in St Charlestown
Dated this 30th day of
November 2017.
Signed: Patrick Browne

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Ingrid Phillip Now residing in
.................... Street in the town or
Village of Molineaux do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on ............................. Day of
April 2019 next to the District
Magistrate At Basseterre for a
Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Bay Road Street in
Basseterre Ferry Terminal
Dated this 22nd day of January 2019 .
Signed: IPhillip

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Elenor SmithNow residing in
Craddock Road Street in the town or
Village of Craddock Road,
Charlestown Nevis do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on ,
4th Day of May 2017 next to the
District Magistrate At Charlestown
for a Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Craddock Road
Street in Charlestown, Nevis
Dated this 4th day of January, 2017.
Signed: ESmith

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Hiren P Fatnani (Aladdins)
Now residing in Nelson Spring, Cades
Bay Street in the town or Village of
St.Thomas Parish Nevis do hereby
give you notice That it is my intention to apply on Today, 5th Day of
February, 2019 next to the District
Magistrate
At Charlestown for a Liquor Licence
in respect of my Premises in Rams
Street in Stoney Grove, Nevis
Dated this 5th day of February, 2019.
Signed: HFatnani

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Cassigne SmithenNow residing in
Nevis- Charlestown Street in the town
orVillage of Brown Hill Village do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on
Tuesday 8TH Day of January, 2019
next to the District Magistrate At
Charlestown for a Liquor Licence in
respect of my Premises in Charlestown
Street in Government Road

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Curlette Claxton Now residing in
Cherry Garden Street in the town or
Village of Cherry Garden do hereby
give you notice That it is my intention
to apply on 16th
Day of January, 2019 next to the
District Magistrate At Charlestown
for a Retail Beer Licence in respect of
my Premises in Cherry Garden Street
in .............

Dated 8th day of January, 2019
Signed: CSmithen

Dated 16th day of January, 2019
Signed: Curlette Claxton

MONTESSORI ACADEMY
We are seeking a trained teacher
Hardworking and enthusiastic.
Please submit your resume and cover letter by email:
montessoriacademynevis@alumni.com

situation that happen in
Venezuela to what happened in St. Kitts and
Nevis with the political
impasse of 1993, following the general elections
of that year the impasse
was resolved by members of civil society.
“Our own live reality has
been once you have rational minds to the table
the patriotism will loom
large and people will
do what is best for their
country but we can’t
prejudge the outcome.”
Other
objectives
accomplished
Two major objectives
that promise long-term
positive effects for the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM)
were
accomplished.

Chairman of CARICOM and Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr. Timothy Harris
said that The CARICOM position is not held captive by any actor or entity in or outside
of Venezuela.

appeal of a democratic
process or a consensual
process and we take exception to that matter,”
explained Dr. Harris.
“Each time there is one
problem [and] that problem is addressed, by the
next time the EU comes
around there is a second and third problem.
So the goal post keeps
shifting in a way that
makes management of
the industry difficult
and creates uncertainty.”

In
this
regard,
CARICOM SecretaryGeneral, Ambassador
Irwin LaRocque said
the regional body must
continue to use a united
voice in reaching out
to the European Union
(EU), allied countries
and countries outside
the EU bloc to build their
Second, the Heads of case against this matter.
State unanimously approved contingent rights “There comes a point
protocol which is a key when you have to say to
aspect of CARICOM’s them, ‘if you’re not goSingle Market and ing to have some meanEconomy
(CSME), ingful dialogue, if you
which refers to the rights are not going to have
granted to a CARICOM some understanding on
national and his spouse the circumstances in
and immediate depen- which we are, then we’ll
have to have recourse
dent family.
to other things,” said
Dr. Harris, said the EU’s Ambassador LaRocque.
arbitrary and shifting tax “We have 14 Member
requirements have con- States that collectively
siderable reputational when we act together,
damage to Caribbean which is not infrequent,
countries which are ir- can have a voice inWe’ve
reparable and have con- ternationally.
sequential implications done it before and we
for building Member are seeking to see how
States’ economic and we can do this again.”
climate resilience given
the region’s inherent LaRocque stated that
vulnerabilities.“We do the EU has taken it upon
not think that it has the themselves to “set certain
First, CARICOM officials agreed that the
European
Union’s
(EU’s) approach to “tax
good governance,” is an
infringement on sovereignty and one that is coercive and harmful to the
future of a key economic
sector in CARICOM.

criteria which go above
and beyond criteria set
by the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation
and
Development
(OECD), which is the
recognized
international body that looks
at matters of tax and
good
governance.

particularly through the
signing of the Protocol
of Contingent Rights by
all CARICOM Member
States, as one of the success stories coming out
of the meeting.
The official communiqué issued at the conclusion of this week’s
Inter-Sessional Meeting
stated that, “Eight countries have decided to apply measures that would
allow their nationals to
benefit in those countries from the provisions
of that agreement on
contingent rights which
allow for spouses and
dependents of skilled
workers who move to
another country to access services such as education and health on the
same basis as nationals.

“In particular, we are
extremely
concerned
that opportunity for
dialogue with Member
States who are so blacklisted or greylisted is almost non-existent,” said
LaRocque. “We feel that
it is a significant overreach into the sovereignty of Member States and
we go so far as to consider it, especially for those
Member States whose
economies rely heavily
on the international business sector, an assault on
countries
inthe economic econo- The
mies of these countries.” volved are Antigua and
Barbuda,
Barbados,
Grenada,
The official communi- Dominica,
qué issued at the end of Guyana, St Kitts and
the 30th Inter-Sessional Nevis, Saint Lucia,
says CARICOM Heads St Vincent and the
have proposed that Grenadines and Trinidad
the EU should adopt a and Tobago.”
more collaborative approach which would The CARICOM Heads
allow Member States reached an agreement
to conduct the required on a protocol to deal
impact and sensitivity with public procureanalyses to determine ment that would open
how to further align their the regional market for
tax regimes with global goods and services prostandards for tax trans- cured by public entities.
parency and governance.
“All in all, we had a very
Protocol of Contingent successful two days
Rights
which would redound
to the benefit of the
Dr.
Harris
high- citizens and to our interlighted gains made national image,” Prime
towards the regional Minister Harris stated.
integration movement,
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Hold your horses Dr. Douglas,
Government to return to court
Leader
of
the
Opposition, Dr. Denzil
Douglas is preparing
to take the government
to court over the release
of his private information during the diplomatic passport case that
he was successful in defending last week.
Dr. Douglas was triumphant in court last week
when Justice Trevor
Ward, QC, ruled in his
favour indicating that
Dr. Douglas had not
violated the constitution when he obtained
and travelled on a
Dominican Passport.
However, Dr. Douglas
is planning to take
the government back
to court after his private documents were

Health, Human Resource Expo
held during CARICOM events
The Ministry of Health
held a Health and
Human Resource Expo
for the CARICOM
delegates in attendance at the 30th InterSessional Meeting of
the CARICOM Heads
of Government.

By Loshaun Dixon

Leader of the Opposition, Dr. Denzil Douglas is preparing to take the government back to court

obtained by Cuthbert
Mills, one of his constituents who also brought
a motion to the court
against Dr. Douglas
over the Dominican
diplomatic passport that
was thrown out.
Legal Counsel for Dr.
Douglas
Sylvester
Anthony told the media
that they had instructions from Dr. Douglas
to do announce his
plans for some time, but
decided to delay doing
that until they received
a judgement in the passport matter.

by certain government
employees who admitted accessing Dr.
Douglas’ private information and making that
information available to
Cuthbert Mills.”
Anthony said some of
documents Mills was
able to obtain should
have never been disclosed without an order
by the court. Anthony
said there was none.
“We recall it {the information
obtained]
included passport information, immigration
cards and there was
also the issue of the
nomination form which
the National Assembly
Elections Act specifically requires to be held
by the Supervisors of
Elections and can only
be disclosed by an order
of the court.

“The instructions he
[Dr. Douglas] had given
was to file a constitutional motion against
the government alleging a breach of his
privacy rights,” said
Anthony. “The case
will focus around how
Mills was able to obtain confidential docu- “There was no order of
ments from government the court made allowing
for the release of that indepartments.
formation to Mr. Mills,”
Anthony.
“You might recall that in explained
the first case brought by “We are proceeding on
Cuthbert Mills against that basis and in very
Dr. Douglas, there was short order will anaffidavit evidence filed nouncing the official

filing of the claim.”
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The Health Expo featured booths on the
National Commission
for
Universal
Health Care; Blood
Pressure and Blood
Glucose
Screening;
St. Kitts and Nevis
National
Marijuana
Commission; Mental
Health and Substance
Abuse Treatment and
Prevention Programme;
HIV
Screening;
Non-Communicable
Diseases
(NCDs)
Programme, Capacity
Building Project for the
Prevention and Control
of Chronic Kidney

Disease; and Hospital
and Community Health
Services.
Chief Medical Officer in
the Ministry of Health,
Dr. Hazel Laws, said
that the Ministry was
tasked with the initiative of displaying to the
CARICOM delegates
what is being done locally in the health sector.
“The Ministry of Health
was asked to stage this
Expo because of our
Prime Minister being
the CARICOM lead
head on Health and so
we wanted to promote
some of the work we
are doing in St. Kitts
and Nevis in the area of
health,” said Dr. Laws.
She noted that noncommunicable
diseases (NCDs) are the
main challenge in the

Federation and across
the region. The booths
displayed at the exhibition are highlighting
good health practices
as well as providing the
delegates with information to educate them on
various diseases and
health risks.
“We are trying our best
to get the message out
in terms of individuals realizing that what
they eat and consume
determine their level of
health,” said Dr. Laws.
“This is a means of preventing diabetes, hypertension and others. The
communicable diseases
are always with us and
this expo is about preventing and educating.”
Prime Minister and
CARICOM
Lead
Head responsible for
Health and Human
Resource Development

The
case
brought
against the former Prime
Minister by Mills was
thrown out by Justice
Trevor Ward. He agreed
with Dr. Douglas’ legal
team that Mr. Mills’
claim amounts to an
abuse of the process of
the court, having been
filed one month after
the Attorney General
claims, and under the
Constitution. It does
not allow Mr. Mills to
bring a second claim or
in any way intervene in
the Attorney General’s
claim.
Last week, Justice Ward
delivered an hour-long
judgement that said,
“I find further, and
it has been not been
contradicted, that the
Defendant
obtained
the diplomatic passport
solely as a gesture of
political and professional courtesy extended to
him in his capacity as a
former Prime Minister
and current Leader of
the opposition.
Justice Ward said the
claim was dismissed.

Three of the booths at the Ministry of Health ‘Health and Human Resource Expo’ for
the CARICOM delegates in attendance at the 30th Inter-Sessional Meeting of the
CARICOM Heads of Government.

in CARICOM’s QuasiCabinet commended the
ministry for its efforts
in putting on a very
comprehensive display
showcasing the health
sector in St. Kitts and
Nevis.
“I commend the Local

Organizing Committee,
which in collaboration with the Ministry
of Health, has set up
a Health and Human
Expo over the two-day
period. It is the first
time that such an Expo
has been organized in
the margins of a Heads

Meeting, so I congratulate both the LOC for
proposing the novel
idea and the Ministry of
Health for ably executing this significant initiative,” Prime Minister
Harris said.
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Nevis’ farmer wins
10th consecutive VI
Agriculture and Food
Fair Competition
By Monique Washington

Nevis’ own crop farmer
Emontine Thompson
won first place for the
10th consecutive time in
the Off Island Exhibitors
Competition at the 48th
Annual Agriculture and
Food Fair of the United
States hosted in St.
Croix, Virgin Islands in
February.

Thompson’s produce on display at the market. (Photo by Monique Washington)

products. This year I
had some lovely lettuce. One year I had
some lovely cabbage.”
Along with crop farming, Thompson also
makes hot pepper
sauce,
seasonings,
jams, jellies, and local
drinks.

Thompson’s produce
was in competition with
farmers from Guyana,
St. Lucia, Antigua,
Puerto Rico, Grenada,
St. Kitts, Dominica,
Nevis, St. Eustatius and
St. Martin.
The fair’s theme is
“V.I. Agriculture: Still
Growing in 2019.”
According to the event’s
online site, the fair “is
the main venue where
agriculture, arts, crafts,
and cultural activities
are showcased for the
benefit of residents and
visitors.

Emontine Thompson displays one of her home-grown
products.

Thompson was asked
how long she had been
farming and answered,
“as long as she could
remember.”

efforts between the won the following year
Virgin Islands and other and continued to win for
10 consecutive years.”
Caribbean countries.”

The Observer spoke
with Thompson on Feb.
26. She noted that she
has entered the competiIt is an ideal occasion tion for 12 years and has
for fairgoers to be ex- won for 10 consecutive
posed to agricultural and years.
craft products grown
and manufactured in “The first time I entered,
the Caribbean. It also I did not place,” said
provides
opportuni- Thompson. “The second
ties for collaborative time I came in third. I

“I was born into this,
my parents were farmers
and I grew up in farming. Currently I farm of
Thompson attributes almost five acres of land
her successes be- between Brown Hill
cause every year she and Prospect (Village),”
“good quality” and said Thompson.
“good products” to the
Thompson said she
competition.
will have enough pro“Some people say it’s duce to take to the
the Nevis soil, ex- Nevis Agriculture Open
plained
Thompson. Day Fair in March. “I
“ However, I have prepare for the VI in
good quality and good February and for Open

The first place award in the Off Island Exhibitors Competition.

Day in March,” she Thompson were Patrons
said.
for the opening day at
the Annual Agriculture
In 2014, Emontine and Food Fair.
and her husband Billy
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justice for slain teen
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Constable of the Year, ‘give our very
best, community, country deserves it’
By Monique Washington

altercation between
him and an off duty
member of the Royal
The Foundation for In an open letter, St. Christopher and
Social
Concerns Powell noted she has Nevis Police Force,
(FSC). a non-profit or- emailed Graham and identified as Constable
ganisation, has called he has not responded. Zaviel Jeffers, ensued.
upon the Director of The letter states that Wallace was shot in
Public
Prosecution, “the Foundation for the chest that night as
Valston Graham, the Social Concerns wants he ran toward the exit.
Attorney General to to see a timely trial He was rushed to the
bring forward
the in the case of Zaviel Alexander hospital,
case against Police Jeffers. As you direct- where he later sucOfficer Zaveil Jeffers, ed the Police to charge cumbed to his injuries
but their call has gone the officer in April
2017. Jeffers was not In November 2016 afunanswered.
charged until February ter Graham carried out
FSC recently merged 17, 2018, for a shoot- a review and, having
with another non- ing that took place on considered all mateprofit called Save October 17, 2015, we rial before him was
SKN (SSKN), chaired are concerned with the satisfied that the acby Ruth Powell. The progress of this case.” tions of Constable
Jeffers was, in fact,
group gives crime
victims support and In October 2015, disproportionate and
Philo could not be justiresponds to the basic 17-year-old
needs of a few ex- Wallace attended a par- fied Graham noted
prisoners. FSC also ty at Enrique’s night that he wrote to
of
lobbies existing struc- club in Charlestown. Commissioner
tures to fight crime in a It is alleged that an Police Ian Queely
By Monique Washington

Graham about the
whereabout
of
Jeffers. She asked,
“has the preliminary
inquiry taken place?
If the preliminary inquiry has taken place,
when will the case
be held in the high
court? If the preliminary inquiry has not
taken place, how was
bail set and when
will the preliminary
inquiry take place?”

professional and transparent way.

A clarion call was
made to the members of the Royal St.
Christopher and Nevis
Police Force by 2018
Constable of the year
Carl Gordon, “give
our very best because
the community and

Kareem
the country deserves Constable
Romney, Constable
it.”
Bisette
Bentley
Constable Glenville and Constable Carl
Nisbett,
Constable Gordon were all
Trevin
Mills, nominated for the
Constable
Lowell Constable of the
Wallace,
Woman Year award. The
Constable Cherilyn Constable’s Awards
and
Matthew, Constable Ceremony
Maxim
Isaiah, Dinner was hosted

The Observer contacted Powell, who
notes she did not receive any response.

and advised him that brought against concriminal charges for stable Jeffers.
the offense of manslaughter should be Powell
questioned

“ The Foundation for
Social Concerns feels
that a speedy resolution of this matter is
in the best interests
of society and the
Police,” said Powell.
Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis presenting the Top Constable 2018 Award and
plaque to Constable Carl Gordon of the Criminal Investigation Department at the
Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force (Nevis Division) Constable’s Awards
Ceremony and Dinner.

by
the
Strategic
Planning
Group
at the Occasions
Entertainment Arcade
at Pinney’s Estate.

abide by the Golden
Rule, “to always treat
those you are called
to assist as you would
wish to be treated.

in assisting you to
cope with the complex and diverse challenges of everyday
life,” said Brantley.

The
winner
of
the annual award,
Gordon said,” I receive this award not
only on my behalf,
but for the Criminal
Investigation
Department’s team;
the Violent Crime
Unit’s
team;
the
Crime Scene Unit’s
team; and the SUV
team. I also receive
this award on behalf
of the community,
which assisted me
greatly in my investigations. Let me say
this, we are to give of
our very best because
the community and
the country deserves
it.”

“Treat your subjects
with dignity and offer
them the same protection you wish for your
own flesh and blood.
Second, be a person
of character. Seek to
live a life of integrity
and encourage it in
others. Earn the trust
of your peers and the
community. Build a
partnership with the
community you serve
and build a reputation of integrity and
competence.”

He noted that as officers they have to
do more than just
enforce the law. “At
some point in their
career, they might
even be called upon
to save a life by putting your own life on
the line. Such is a day
in the life of a Police
Officer.

Brantley told the officers it is important
to be balanced in their
life and never to overlook or take for granted the importance of
family as you carry
out your duties.

The Premier of Nevis
Hon Mark Brantley,
who rendered remarks
at the ceremony, “Their love and supurged the officers to port will prove pivotal

“So much of what
you do as police
officers
demands
courage. The Great
British
Statesman,
Sir Winston Churchill
once wrote: ‘Courage
is the greatest virtue because it guarantees all the rest.’
Constables, you will
find this axiom to
be real and evident
throughout your career and beyond,”
concluded Brantley.
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Dr. Douglas: Skerritt, ‘Excellent
Choice’ to head Windies Cricket
By Loshaun Dixon

Former Prime Minister
of St. Kitts and Nevis
and Leader of the St.
Kitts and Nevis Labour
Party has labelled his
former Cabinet colleague, Richard ‘Ricky’
Skerritt, as an excellent

person to lead Cricket
West Indies (CWI) after
his candidacy for president was announced last
week.
Last week, Skerritt announced that he will
challenge
incumbent
Dave Cameron for
the position of CWI

President with his running mate, St Vincent
& The Grenadines
Cricket Association Inc.
President, Dr. Kishore
Shallow.
Skerritt served as St.
Kitts and Nevis Minister
of Tourism for more
than 10 years between

Former Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis and Leader of the St. Kitts and Nevis Labour
Party with Richard ‘Ricky’ Skerritt, who is running for president of Cricket West Indies.

2004 and 2015 in the
Labour Administration
led by Dr. Denzil
Douglas.
In an exclusive interview
with
The
Observer, Dr. Douglas
said Skerritt is a very
capable and worthy person to take on the challenge of leading CWI
back to its glory days.
“I want to commend
him for his service, understanding, and opportunities that he provided
St. Kitts and Nevis in
Sports Tourism,” said
Dr. Douglas.
Dr. Douglas noted that
he was not slamming
the service that has been
provided by the present
president, but highlighted the work done by
Skerritt in transforming
the economy of St. Kitts
and Nevis when the industry ended in 2005.
“I have tremendous confidence, because when
we closed the sugar industry in 2005 and we
decided that we were
going to have tourism

as the main service sector to lead a services
economy. We set on a
path to make tourism
different in St. Kitts and
Nevis and Ricky came
along and built on it.”
Dr. Douglas declared
that the job done by
Skerritt to build the successful tourism industry
in St. Kitts and Nevis
is due to Skerritt’s
hard work. “One of
the regional successes
in tourism is St. Kitts
and Nevis,” said Dr.
Douglas. “One cannot
exclude that from the
tremendous efforts of
Ricky Skerritt. I have
seen him work; he understands the industry
and will work towards
its success.”
The former Prime
Minister said that he is
also confident Skerritt
will have success at
the helm of CWI if he
is elected because of
his familiarity with the
sport having served as
manager of the West
Indies team.
“He has been in the

cricket arena before…
so here is a familiar territory that he is moving
into,” said Dr. Douglas.
“I expect him to grow
and expand cricket in
the Caribbean bringing
it to the heights that it
use to have in the past
and beyond that.
“I have seen him do it,
the same growth and
development with an
entire country. That is
why I know that he will
be an excellent choice.”
Skerritt,
62,
and
Shallow, 35, have developed a 10-point
‘Cricket First’ plan. It
identifies the strategies needed to regain
global competitiveness
and dominance. It focuses on the skill and
character development
of young players with
extensive use of science, technology and
innovation.
CWI elections are slated
to take place in Jamaica
on March 24. They
will see 12 votes up for
grabs from the six member territories.
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High Commissioner in London donates
to St. Christopher National Trust
A small but significant
handing
over
ceremony took place
at Government House
on Feb. 21, when a set
of books and a cheque
of EC $6,634.21 were
handed over to the
Governor General, His
Excellency, S.W. Tapley
Seaton, Patron of the St.

Christopher
National
Trust, for use in the
institution.
The items were donated by His Excellency
Dr. Kevin Isaac, St
Kitts and Nevis’ High
Commissioner
in
London. Sir Tapley
expressed thanks and

appreciation to High
Commissioner Isaac and
said: “This is his fourth
publication of poems
but this one has been
dedicated to the National
Trust and he had raised
certain funds in London
from the sale of the
books and he is contributing these funds to the

Elsa Wilkin-Armbrister, Minister Counsellor at the St. Kitts and Nevis High Commission
in London. presents donation to Sir Tapley, Patron of the St. Christopher National Trust

Presentation, (left to right) Elsa Wilkin-Armbrister, Sir Tapley, Schneidman Warner, and
Ryllis Percival

Donation to the the St. Christopher National Trust

National Trust.”

put to great use.

Elsa Wilkin-Armbrister,
Minister Counsellor at
the St. Kitts and Nevis
High Commission in
London, presented the
donation on behalf of
the high commissioner
and noted that His
Excellency Isaac is confident that they will be

“He wants to donate this
to you [Patron of the
Trust]; he understands
that the Trust means a
lot to you and he hope
that this could be used
to advance the cause,”
she said, adding that it is
Dr. Isaac’s hope for the
books, entitled “Chasing

Footsteps” to be sold at
the National Trust and
that the “funds generated
could be used for whatever you see fit.”
Sir Tapley
handed
over the donation to
the Trust’s President,
Schneidman
Warner,
and Executive Director,
Ryllis Percival.
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Fahie leads new
BVI Government
Voters in the British
Virgin Islands last
Monday, Feb. 25 sent
a clear message of
change by rejecting the
then-ruling
National
Democratic
Party
(NDP) and its offspring
the Progressive Virgin
Islands
Movement

(PVIM).
A total of 9720 persons
voted in Monday’s
election.

won eight of the 13
seats. The Virgin Islands
Party was the only party
fielding a full slate of 13
candidates.

The Andrew Fahie-led
Virgin Islands Party
(VIP) took a majority
of seats in the House
of Assembly. The party

Fahie was sworn in as
this British Overseas
Territory’s third Premier
on Tuesday, Feb. 26.
The new Premier was

New BVI Premier Andrew A Fahie enjoying words of wisdom from former Premier and
VIP Chairman R.T O’neal

expected to announce
his government’s distribution of portfolios on
Thursday but informed
sources have said that
Fahie will distribute
portfolios in the following manner;
Finance Fahie and
D.
(AL) (Jr.
Tourism).

Premier Hon
Hon Shereen
Flax-Charles
Minister of

Telecommunications,

CMYK

Health and Welfare Hon Carvin Malone
(AL).
Transportation, Works
and Utilities - Hon Kye
M. Rymer (R5).
Natural
Resources,
Labour and Immigration
- Hon Vincent O.
Wheatley (R9).
Education,
Culture,
Agriculture, Fisheries,
Sports
and
Youth

Affairs - Hon Natalio D.
Wheatley (R7) and Hon.
Sharie B. De Castro
(AL) (Jr. Minister of
Education and Culture).
Deputy Speaker - Hon
Neville A. Smith (AL).
Meanwhile, NDP founding member Kedrick
Prickering, who ran
as an independent and
Continued on page 28
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Funding approved
to reduce, reverse
land degradation
Reducing and reversing land degradation
in St. Kitts and Nevis
is being demonstrated
in a Department of
Environment
project
funded by the Global
Environment
Facility
(GEF) launched on
Feb. 26 to addressing Integrating Water,
Land and Ecosystem
Management
in
Caribbean Small Island
Developing States (GEF
IWEco).
The project entitled,
“Addressing Impacts of
Acute Land Degradation
in the College Street
Ghaut in St. Kitts and
Quarries and Sand Mining
Hotspots on Nevis” will
aid to strengthen the institutional capacity, improve
policy framework and
facilitate pilot projects
within the College Street
Ghaut watershed in St.
Kitts and key quarry sites
and nearby wetlands
and coral reefs in Nevis
that are earmarked for
rehabilitation.
“Land degradation issues
have traditionally taken
a back seat to the other
urgent environmental issues,” explained Head
of the Department of
Environment and Senior
Environment
Officer,
June Hughes. “We are
ever cognisant though of

the dangers of constantly
pushing aside the important to deal with the
urgent.”
Hughes said the department is pleased to have
the GEF funding for this
very important initiative
in the Federation and
“heartened to the fact that
the GEF has chosen to
prioritise land degradation by funding this critical project.”
“Degraded ecosystems
result in the loss of biodiversity which is so critical
to our ultimate existence,
and failure to implement
early intervention measures to mitigate against
this particular threat,
especially within the
context of a small island
state can ultimately lead
to economic failure,” said
Hughes.
She explained that land
degradation has many
route causes, some human-induced and others
natural, which can negatively affect the “ability
of the land to effectively
function within an ecosystem.” She also said
that this can threaten food
security as well as land
stability.
“We therefore welcome
with open arms this opportunity to work on some

of our land management
issues,” said Hughes.
“This project will afford
us the chance to learn new
techniques and methodologies to solve some of our
degradation problems. I
would implore us to replicate wherever possible
the outputs of each component on both islands.”
The five year multi-focal
regional project has a
total of 10 participating
countries and is headed
by UN Environment.
UN Environment CAR/
RCU and the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) will serve as
co-executing agencies.
The overall goal of the
sub-project in St. Kitts
and Nevis is to reduce
and reverse land degradation by an integrated water, land and ecosystems
management approach.
The
project
would
strengthen the institutional capacity, improve the
policy framework, and
facilitate pilot projects
within the College Street
Ghaut watershed (St.
Kitts), and key quarry site
and nearby wetlands and
coral reefs (Nevis), earmarked for rehabilitation.
GEF-IWEco St. Kitts
and
Nevis
Project
Coordinator, Dr. Halla
Sahely, said that the

The Wetland at Cades Bay, Nevis.

Reducing and reversing land degradation in St. Kitts and Nevis is discussed by (left
to right), Environmental Scientist, Eavin Parry; Senior Environmental Officer, June
Hughes; IWEco National Project Coordinator, Dr. Halla Sahely; IWEco Regional
Project Coordinator, Jan Betlam; and Permanent Secretary in Agriculture, Alistair
Edwards.

project will prove to be
very beneficial to the
Federation.

legislation and institutions
related to sustainable land
and water management.”

“This project will allow us
to be proactive and fight
land degradation in our
country,” said Dr. Sahely.
“We will be focused on
restoration and reforestation of target areas,” she
said, while outlining the
areas that will be looked
at.

In July 2018, Minister
with
responsibility for Environment the
Honourable
Eugene
Hamilton, joined other
OECS Leaders for the
Fifth Meeting of the
Council of Ministers
of
Environmental
Sustainability (COMES)
in Montserrat. There,
they signed a statement
of intention that highlights the urgent need for
action on environmental
degradation.

“In St. Kitts, we are aiming to reduce soil erosion and flooding in the
College Street Ghaut via
cleanup of debris, rehabilitation of bridges and
retaining walls, as well as
planting grass. In Nevis,
restoration is planned at
an abandoned quarry at
Hicks Estate, coral reef
and beach restoration at
Indian Castle, New River,
Dogwood and Long Haul
and wetlands rehabilitation work at Cades Bay
and Bath.”
Dr. Sahely said work will
also be done to “update
and improve policies,

The intention acknowledges that “more cooperation, partnership and
integrated
approaches
are needed if the state of
Caribbean ecosystems,
land and water resources,
biodiversity are to improve; and the region’s
heavy dependence on
land and water resources
and the biodiversity
within, and the extent to
which they are threatened by unsustainable

development.”
The Integrating Water,
Land and Ecosystems
Management
in
Caribbean Small Island
Developing States (GEFIWEco Project) is a fiveyear multi-focal area
regional project. Nine
other Caribbean countries namely Antigua and
Barbuda; Barbados; Cuba;
Dominican
Republic;
Grenada; Jamaica; Saint
Lucia; St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, and Trinidad
and Tobago will be participating in the project.
The United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) is the lead
Implementing Agency
in
partnership
with
The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP). The United
Nations
Environment
Caribbean
Regional
Coordinating Unit (CAR/
RCU) and the Caribbean
Public Health Agency
(CARPHA)
will
serve as co-Executing
Agencies.

Solid waste in College Street Ghaut, St. Kitts
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Fahie leads new BVI Government CONT’D
Continued from page 24

Ronnie W Skelton, who
heads the PVIM, both failed
to keep their seats.
Mitch Turnbull won the only
PVIM seat.
The PVIM
candidates.

fielded

nine

Myron Walwyn, NDP formerleader also lost his seat. Three
of his party candidates were
reelected. Julian Fraser, the

former Virgin Islands chairman,
who left the VIP and formed his
own Progressives United, was
reelected, but none of his five
fellow party candidates made a
decent showing.
Premier Fahie sent a humble,
grateful message to his supporters, promising to do his level
best to improve the quality of
life in the Virgin Islands.
In a message delivered late
Wednesday,
Fahie
said,
“What a humbling experience

being sworn in as Premier of
the Virgin Islands. “I must first
thank God, because through
Him what seems impossible to
man, He makes possible.
“I must also thank my family,
especially my lovely wife, and
friends,” said Fahie, “as well as
the people of the entire Virgin
Islands and in particular my
people of the First District, who
believed in me for the past 20
years for making this day possible. “There will be challenges,
but together we will turn those

challenges into opportunities
for all.
“No one is perfect, but I am 100
percent committed to improving the quality of life for all the
people of the Virgin Islands.
“Let me make it abundantly
clear that your new government is working in harmony
to make the necessary changes
to the portfolios of the different Ministries solely aimed at
bringing about the change that
we promised the people of the

Virgin Islands.
“Your new government is laserfocused on keeping the main
thing, which is improving the
quality of life for all persons in
the Virgin Islands,” continued
Fahie. “It was Charles Darwin
who said ‘It is not the strongest
or the most intelligent who will
survive but those who can best
manage change.’ May God forever bless our beautiful Virgin
Islands.”
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Premier calls on members of the
Financial Services to review bill
By Monique Washington

The Premier of Nevis
Hon Mark Brantley
has called on the member of the Financial
Service industry to
comments and to consider the implications
of the bill The Nevis

International Exempt Minister of finance
trust Ordinance 2019. Brantley read and
introduced for the
time
Nevis
The Nevis Island first
Assembly
sat
at International Exempt
Hamilton House on trust Ordinance 2019.
Thursday (February
28) for the first time Brantley noted that the
day activity was not a
for the year.
debate but simply the
The
Premier
and introduction of the bill
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VACANCY
Bananas is still seeking a dynamic Head Chef, with strong leadership skills and experience in five star establishments, iether hotels
or restaurants. Bananas serves Bistro style food and we feature
local cuisine..so knowledge of Caribbean cuisine is essential.
Must speak excellent English, and be meticulous in cleanliness
and food storage.We offer good pay and working conditions.
This would suit an experienced sous chef who is ambitious and
wishes to grow professionally.

Please call 469 1891. or email:
Gilliansmithlowe@gmail.com

The Premier of Nevis Hon Mark Brantley

first reading.
“The reason for us
coming for first reading only is to make
this bill shortly entitled
The
Nevis
International Exempt
trust Ordinance 2019.
Available to the public
and to the opposition
for comment,” he said.
He said that The bill
seeks to repeal and replace in its entirety the
Nevis
International
Exempt
trust
Ordinance
chapter
7.03 the law which has
been enforced since
1994 and to introduce
several
substantive
amendments making
provision for law related to international
trust, qualified foreign
trust and for matters
incidental thereto and
connected there with .

trends and standards in
the financial services
industry . The government in exercising its
purgative in laying
this bill for the first
reading is seeking to
allow and facilitate the
widest possible public
comment within the
parliamentary legislative process. It is
an example of good
governance at work ,”
Brantley said.
He noted that the period between the first
and second reading
will allow those interested particularly
those in the financial
services industry to
review, consider the
bill, consider the implications and make
their comments .

“To often we hear
from those directly affected by legislation
“ this due ordinance that they didn’t know,
will also seek to up- they didn’t get an opdate modernlise the portunity to consider,
legislation in keeping they weren’t aware
with the international . So I am sending a

clarion call saying to
those , particularly in
the financial services
sector that this bill is
being laid in the house
for a first reading and
we are encouraging
one and all to make
their comments and
to consider the implications of the this
very important piece
of legislation,” he informed .
Brantley noted that
the “essential piece
of legislation” geared
towards the financial
service sector has been
tweaked and amended
in the past but now the
NIA will repeal it
“It is very important
that those affected
have a look and make
their impute.
We
look forward to those
comments and taking
them onboard and for
them to influence the
final bill that we hope
will be passed by this
honorable house,” he
concluded.
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