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Government Plans 
to Tackle Non-

Communicable 
Disease

By Loshaun Dixon

The government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis is em-
barking on a plan to tack-
le Non Communicable 
Diseases( NCDs) 
through improvements 
in community based 
healthcare, highlighted 
by  an in-service train-
ing programme.

According to Minister 
of Health Senator 
Wendy Phipps in three 
short years, the govern-
ment has been able to 
make significant strides 
in improving the health 
outcomes, the provision 
of health related servic-
es for the benefit of the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis.

She added the govern-
ment is developing an 
in-service training pro-
gramme where Pogson 
Hospital in Sandy Point  
will become  the na-
tional hub for in-service 
training  and capac-
ity building  to improve  
the  community  health 
nursing  and medical  
programme in St. Kitts  
and Nevis. 

She said, “If we are 

accepting  the  fact that  
we have a problem with 
n o n - c o m m u n i c a b l e 
diseases such as diabe-
tes, stroke, cancer and 
heart disease,  it means 
we have to do  more 
by going into the  com-
munities  to find people  
where they are, have 
them check and those 
who cannot  come to  
the health  centres and 
do more home visits to 
reach them.”

Phipps indicated that the 
overall aim was to see a 
reduction in the cases 
of non-communicable 
diseases.

“So that at the end of 
the  day what we will 
see is a reduction  in the 
number  of amputations 
of persons, reduce inci-
dents of strokes and cer-
tain  types  of  cancers 
and kidney  disease 

She said that they have 
partnered with the 
Taiwanese government  
to develop a chronic 
kidney disease pro-
gramme. “It allows us 
to screen at the health 
Centre for those persons 
who are at high risk of 
kidney issues, serious 

life threatening issues.”

The Health Minister 
disclosed that there is 
currently a dialysis unit 
at JNF hospital with 
eight machines but 
noted that the cost of 
the treat might could be 
hefty. “If we are unfor-
tunate enough to have to 
resort to using haemodi-
alysis...if you have that 
three times a week it can 
cost you over $100,000. 
That amount of money 
can wipe out anybody.

“If we are going to pay 
attention to kidney dis-
ease we want to arrest 
it at the Health Centre 
level by having more in-
volvement by our nurs-
es and district medical 
officers so that we can 
do proper screening and 
administer treatment,” 
Phipps explained

She added that the hope 
is to help people from 
declining into proper 
kidney disease. “When 
that happens your only 
option after the dialysis 
is to be fortune enough 
to have a kidney trans-
plant and we would not 
want anyone to get to 
that point.”

PM Harris Slams 
Violence Against 

Women 
By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis 
the Hon. Dr. Timothy Harris has con-
demned violence against women and 
children in the wake of the two sisters 
that we brutally slain in Keys two 
weeks ago.

Dr. Harris at his monthly press confer-
ence indicated that while he condemns 
violence in any form, violence against 
women and children is unacceptable in 
any form.

“While there are many good things 
happening such as the breaking of the 
glass ceiling by our women, we are 
dismayed by the cruel hand of violence 
exercised against our womenfolk. 

“To be clear the government con-
demns violence in all its forms, but we 
maintain that violence against women 
and children is most reprehensible and 
egregious,”  Dr. said. Harris

“The Prime Minister also announced 
that the government will look into 
amending the Domestic Violence Act 
and bring the of legislation into effect.

“I wish to announce that the cabinet is 
presently reviewing the amendments 
to the draft domestic and sexual vio-
lence and response protocol. Which 
has been the subject of several years 
consultations among key stakeholders.

“ This document has again been updat-
ed with support from the legal depart-
ment and the Magistracy to include 
among other matters privacy of vic-
tims of violence when making official 
statements to the police and in court,” 

The Prime Minister disclosed.

He said when the legislation ap-
proved it will serve as the functional 
guide to key personnel in the police,  
healthcare workers and the staff of the 
Department of Gender Affairs “who 
must work as a team to respond to vic-
tims of domestic and sexual violence, 
and in the process, provide places of 
safety for victims and their families.”

He continued, “Following cabinet’s 
approval of the draft protocol, the next 
step is the passage of the domestic vio-
lence act. Our parliamentary records 
indicate that although the act that had 
three readings in parliament it was 
never gazetted and therefore could not 
be implemented. Regulations would 
have to be drafted to give effect to the 
protocol as per section 48 of the said 
act.”

PM Harris disclosed that the state will 
pay the full cost of the funeral of the 
two sisters Jemelia and Naomi Finch 
who  were brutally slain two weeks 
ago in Keys.

“I have personally met with their 
mother Desiree Finch and prayed with 
and for her and her relatives. I want to 
appeal to all to eschew violence and to 
show greater compassion to and toler-
ance for one another. 

“My government has offered tangible 
support to the family of the victims. The 
state through the ministries of National 
Security and Gender Affairs will bear 
the cost of the funeral expenses for 
the two sisters. Additionally, we have 
been providing counselling support to 
the family members,” said the Prime 
Minister.
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Mr. Leon Michael is Top Constable in 
Nevis for second time in six years

NIA 

Mr. Leon Michael, 
Constable No. 626 of 
the Court and Process 
Unit for the second 
time in six years, beat 
nine nominees to win the 
coveted 2017 Constable 
of the Year award in the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force, 
Nevis Division.

The announcement was 
made at the Strategic 
Planning Group’s 18th 
Constables’ Award 
Ceremony and Dinner 
on March 10, 2018 
at the Occasion’s 
Entertainment Arcade 
at Pinney’s Estate. The 
event was a collabo-
ration with the Nevis 
Island Administration 
with the theme 
“Proactive Policing 
through community 
involvement”.

An overwhelmed 
Constable Michael who 
was presented with his 
award by Hon. Mark 
Brantley, Premier of 
Nevis and Minister re-
sponsible for Security, 
thanked God for the 
achievement. He urged 
fellow nominees to 
continue to do their 
best. “Let us not be 

discouraged as we all 
are Constables of the 
Year. Let us continue to 
put our best foot forward 
and continue to work to 
the best of our ability in 
serving the citizens and 
visitors of this great na-
tion of ours” he said.

The Top Constable at-
tributed his win to hard 
work and family sup-
port and used the op-
portunity to publicly 
thank them.

“It is with great honour 
and pride that I accept 
this prestigious award. 
It is through hard work 
and dedication why I 
am here tonight.

“Thanks to my mom 
for all she has done 
for me during my life-
time and as I stand 
with this award, I know 
her heart is filled with 
joy as she has her two 
sons here tonight be-
ing nominated for this 
ceremony. I dare not 
forget my father who 
continues to play an 
important role in my 
life,” he said.

Constable Michael 
also thanked Resident 
Judge Her Honour 
Pearletta Lanns who 
he said encouraged 

him to continue push-
ing forward and to 
strive for the best and 
his retired supervisor 
Sergeant James Hazel 
for his support and 
encouragement.

The awards dinner is an 
annual event staged by 
the Strategic Planning 
Group in the Nevis 
Division to reward the 
junior officers for their 
outstanding work.

The other nomi-
nees were his twin 
brother Constable 
Cleon Michael of the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department, Constables 
Shayne James of the 
Cotton Ground Police 
Station, Constable 
Keith Pemberton of 
the Newcastle Police 
Station, Constable 
Gleason Burke of the 
Violent Crime Unit, 
Constable Kerran 
Nicholas of the Task 
Force Unit, Constables 
Rondell Harvey and 
Kennedy Stevens of 
the Beat and Patrol 
Department, Constable 
Asif Rohoman of the 
Gingerland Police 
Station and Woman 
Special Police 
Constable Cherice 
Williams in the Traffic 
Department.

Hon. Mark Brantley, Premier of Nevis and Minister of Security presents Con-
stable of the Year award to Constable Leon Michael

Constable of the Year in the Royal St. Christopher and Nevis Police Force, Nevis Di-
vision Constable Leon Michael (l) with his twin brother Constable Cleon Michael (r)

The 10 Constables nominated for the 2017 Constable of the Year award



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 16th, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:4

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief:  Kenneth Williams

Website: newstkittsnevisobserver.com

Editorial Policy: The Observer reserves the right to edit, rewrite, summa-
rise or reject any unsolicited material. We will assume that all letters ad-
dressed to The Observer or its staff are intended for publication unless oth-
erwise stated. Letter writers are required to sign their names and are asked 
to include a telephone number to allow verification. Views expressed in 
letters, commentaries or personal columns do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper. Limit submissions to 1000 words

St. Kitts               Nevis

POB 657, Lower Market Street         #1 Observer Plaza, Observer Drive

Basseterre, St. Kitts, W.I.            Charlestown, Nevis, W.I.

Tel.: (869) 466-4994             Tel.: (869) 469-5907

Fax: (869) 466-4995             Fax: (869) 469-5891

Email:observsk@sisterisles.kn         Email: observnv@sisterisles.kn

The Federation’s Politically Independent News Source

Seafarers
You never miss the ferry until the storm surges.  Last week, the storms surged for 
an entire week and most of the ferries, certainly the main ones, were “grounded”.  
Only the water taxis, the Apple Syder and the Sea Bridge were in operation and 
only for the brave at heart.  We certainly missed the main ferries then. 

There was a time, not so long ago, when sea transport was different.  In fact, 
this may be an opportune time to reminisce on how far we have come in terms 
of sea transportation. For many years, sea transportation was controlled by the 
Government.  There was the Silver Arrow, a wooden sloop that plied between the 
two islands.   That was followed by the ill-fated MV Christena that sank in 1970.  
After this there was the MV Liamuiga and then the MV Caribe Queen. 

With the last of them, the Caribe Queen, there was one trip to in the morning and 
another in the afternoon, and nothing in between on Mondays to Saturdays, except 
for Thursdays which was reserved for servicing of the boat.  Most trips were early 
morning and late afternoon except for Tuesdays when the return leg to Nevis was 
at 2:00 pm. There were some private boats in the early days, boats like the SV 
Sakara, but these were mostly cargo boats, which sometimes carried passengers.  
These were wind driven boats that sometimes took days to sail from st Kitts to 
Nevis.

The MV Spirit of Mount Nevis was among the first privately owned passenger 
ferry to operate between the islands, and in a way, paved the way for the ferries that 
now exist.  It may have also paved the way for the privatization of the industry, and 
certainly the sale of the Caribe Queen.

With the coming on stream of boats powered by internal engines, the boat build-
ing industry began a downward decline on Nevis. With the passing of Wilmoth 
Liburd, that skill set of persons who were expert boat builders ceased to exist, al-
though a few small wooden fishing boats are still being built.  On St Kitts, though, 
a new style of boat manufacturing emerged.   

There have also been developments in the infrastructure of the ports.  Gone are 
the wooden slot piers that terrorized small children and wreaked havoc on stiletto 
heels.  Stevedores and Longshoremen hardly exist anymore.  We have signed on to 
many international conventions that are designed to regulate passenger and cargo 
movement, and we have seen an exponential increase in water taxis, pleasure cata-
ramans, and also car ferries (the Sea Bridge and sometimes the MV Sea Hustler).

Perhaps the biggest development yet is the emergence of St Kitts as a port of call 
for cruise ships and the recent investment in a second pier at Port Zante. We look 
forwards to the stimulation in sea transportation, nation building and improve-
ments in the quality of life that these developments are expected to bring.

EDITORIAL
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 Engineering
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Rotaract Club Offers Mentorship 
for Cayon High Students

By Loshuan Dixon

The Rotaract Club of 
St. Kitts rolled out a 
mentorship programme 
dubbed ‘Each one Teach 
One’ in Cayon High 
School this week giv-
ing students an avenue 
to air their views freely 
without fear of criticism 
or repercussions. 

Kadian Banton, 
Community Service 
Director of the Rotaract 
Club of St. Kitts, speak-
ing after the fi rst inter-
action of the students 
explained that the initia-
tive came about because 
they saw the need for 
this type of programme 
in the schools and com-
munity at large.

She explained,“The 
programme is geared 
towards creating a safe 

environment for stu-
dents to come and speak 
freely and openly with-
out feeling judged or 
criticised for doing so. 

She continued, “We 
basically want to estab-
lish a relationship with 
these students where if 

something happens they 
can feel free or know 
at the end of the day 
this particular person 
or group of person have 
my back.”

Banton explained 
that the students are 
encouraged to talk 

about issues whether 
positive or negative. 
“Whether something 
good or bad happens 
we want them to feel 
free to call and talk 
to us about it and if it 
is something good we 
want them to be ex-
cited.” She disclosed 

what was discussed 
during the first meet 
up with the students.

“Some of the topics 
we discussed were 
drugs and violence, 
sex and relationships, 
the impact of social 
media on youth and 

career choices.”

Banton continued, 
“The children were 
very cooperative, they 
were very interactive, 
they had a lot to say 
and based on what 
we saw today, we are 
aware that we have a 
lot of work to do with 
these children and at 
the end of the day if 
we can touch just one 
person from the group 
and make a positive 
influence the pro-
gramme would have 
been a success.”

The launch of the ini-
tiative forms part of 
World Rotaract Week 
celebrations in St. 
Kitts and Nevis that 
also includes Blood 
Drive Awareness, food 
carton distribution and 
a blood bank donation
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Blacklist: SKN Committed to 
Addressing EU Concerns

By Loshaun Dixon

The Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis has 
indicated that it is un-
swerving in its efforts 
to comply with the 
European Union (EU) 
anti tax avoidance  mea-
sures and be removed 
from its blacklist which 
could result in trade 
sanctions against the 
Federation.

St. Kitts and Nevis was 
added to the European 
Union (EU) blacklist of 
non-cooperative juris-
dictions for tax purpos-
es along with Bahamas 
and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

Federation Financial 
Secretary Hillary Hazel 
explained the EU pre-
viously indicated that  
its determination of 
whether a country is 
cooperative for tax pur-
poses would be based 
on three criteria includ-
ing Tax Transparency, 
Fair Taxation and 
Implementation of 
anti-base erosion and 
profit shifting (BEPS) 
measures.

“In the case of St Kitts 
and Nevis, the only area 
of concern from the 
EU is in respect of: Fair 
Taxation where (a) a ju-
risdiction should have no 
preferential tax measures 
that could be regarded 
as harmful and (b) a 
jurisdiction should not 
facilitate offshore struc-
tures or arrangements 
aimed at attracting profits 
which do not reflect real 
economic activity in the 
jurisdiction.

Hazel explained that 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
was cited for what the 
EU considers a “prefer-
ential tax regime” which 
refers mainly to the ex-
isting tax regime with 
respect to the provisions 
for offshore companies. 
“During the process 
of engaging with the 
EU, concrete commit-
ments were made by the 

Federation to amend the 
relevant legislation to ad-
dress the EU’s concerns. 

“The Federation remains 
optimistic that these 
commitments will per-
suade EU’s partners to 
remove the Federation 
from the list of non co-
operative jurisdictions 
for tax purposes and al-
low for a framework of 
cooperation and dialogue 
moving forward,” the 
Government official said.
 She further added that 
the Federation does not 
consider itself to be non-
cooperative. “On the 
contrary, the Federation 
remains committed to the 
international standards 
on transparency and 
exchange of informa-
tion for tax purposes as 
evidenced by a Largely 
Compliant rating by 
the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development 
(OECD).”

She continued, “Further, 
Saint Kitts and Nevis has 
continued to expand its 
exchange of information 

network and is a signa-
tory to the Multilateral 
Convention on Mutual 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistance for 
Tax Matters (“the 
Convention”). St Kitts 
and Nevis signed and 
deposited the instrument 
of ratification for the 
Convention on August 
25, 2016. Additionally, 
legislation was passed by 
the National Assembly in 
December 2016 to pro-
vide for the implementa-
tion of the CRS.”

Hazel added that St. Kitts 
and Nevis also joined 
the BEPS Inclusive 
Framework in November 
2017 and is among 
112 other jurisdictions 
that have committed to 
implementing anti-BPS 
measures. “Important 
members of the EU such 
as Italy, Greece, Poland 
and Estonia have also 
during the period 2016-
2017 removed St. Kitts 
and Nevis from their 
national lists of non co-
operative jurisdictions 
signifying their satisfac-
tion with the Federation’s 
efforts on transparency 

and exchange of infor-
mation.  “Based on the 
commitments given by 
Saint Kitts and Nevis to 
date, it is clear that Saint 
Kitts and Nevis is a com-
mitted and fully coop-
erative jurisdiction in the 
context of international 
tax transparency,” Hazel 
said.

She added that measures 
will be taken to address 
the EU’s current con-
cerns within the stipu-
lated time frame of 31 
December 2018. “In this 
regard, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis will undertake a 
comprehensive review 
of its legislation with a 
view to addressing any 
deficiencies including 
amending relevant legis-
lation in accordance with 
best practice in interna-
tional tax matters. 

She continued, 
“Consequently, the 
Government of Saint 
Kitts and Nevis will 
ensure that stakehold-
ers within the Financial 
Services Sector and the 
wider general public 
will be consulted as we 

endeavour to maintain 
a strong and vibrant 
Financial Services 
Sector.”

But she didn’t address a 
controversial programme 
that the Federation and 
other Caribbean states 
have launched...Citizen 
by Investment schemes 
which can, in some cas-
es, be used by wealthy 
people to dodge taxes in 
their native lands.

Prime Minister Dr. 
Timothy Harris , who 
is also the Minister of 
Finance, said the listing 
was a development for 
which the government  is 
not culpable and has put 
forward a strong case to 
the EU for revisiting of 
the labelling  “Our re-
cord will show that we 
have done excellently in 
that regard,.” Dr. Harris 
said.

He added that the list-
ing does not necessarily 
mean that any country 
on the list has done any-
thing wrong and there 
is no indication of such. 
“What usually happens 

is that the EU uses its 
power and might to 
say they are concerned 
about a particular sector.

He said, “It is important 
to note that while they 
have the power to set 
standards for you the 
member states of the 
EU are not subjected to 
a similar evaluation.

The Blacklist is the EU 
acting for all its member 
states in a heavy handed 
form of blackmail tell-
ing Blacklisted coun-
tries that is they want to 
trade with Europe they 
must divulge names 
and accounts of EU citi-
zens attempting to hide 
money in high interest 
offshore bank accounts.

Four Caribbean ju-
risdictions Barbados, 
Grenada, Saint Lucia 
and Trinidad and 
Tobago were named on 
the EU’s list of non-
cooperative jurisdic-
tions for tax purposes 
in December 2017. 
Barbados and Grenada 
were removed from the 
list in January 2018.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 16th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:7

Water Rates to Jump 30 
Perecnt in Two Weeks

By Monique Washington 

Nevis Premier Mark 
Brantley is about to 
make good on his prom-
ise to raise the cost of 
water. In two weeks 
consumers will see their 
water bills jump up by a 
whopping 30 percent. 

Premier Brantley made 
the promise during the 
Nevis Island Assembly 
budget address in 
January. The 30 percent 
increase, which will be 
applied to all water con-
sumers, came after NIA 
government sought  to 
review the existing wa-
ter rates to bring them in 
line with the cost of up-
grading the water supply 
and distribution system. 

According to Premier 
Brantley, “As a condi-
tion for the Caribbean 

Development Bank loan 
negotiated by our prede-
cessors in government, 
approval was granted 
for a 30 percent increase 
in water rates across all 
sectors,” he said.

Roger Hanley, man-
ager of the Nevis Water 
Department explained 
the new rates that will be 

implemented on April 1. 

For the domestic users, 
those persons who con-
sume 1,000 gallons or 
less, the existing rate of  
$10 per 1,000 will be-
come $13 per 1,000. For 
persons who consume 
more than 3,000 gallons 
the existing rate of  $12 
per 1,000 gallons will 

rise to $15.60 per 1,000 
gallons.

“For needy people the 
$3 monthly charge will 
rise to $3.90 per month. 
Seniors who consume 
less than 3,000 gallons 
will continue still get 
free water. But seniors 
who consume more than 
3,000 gallons per month, 

the existing rate $10 rate 
will jump to $13 per 
1,000 gallons,” he said.

 Continuing he informed 
that “farmers who use 
less than 10,000  gallons 
would  be charged $6.50 
per 1,000 gallons. For 
farmers who use more 
than 10,000 gallons the 
existing rate is $10 per 
1,000 gallons, the new 
rate would be $13 per 
1,000 gallons,” he said.

In addition trucking ser-
vices who currently pay 
a rate of $40 per 1,000 
will see a  new rate of 
$52 per 1,000 gallons. 
Water sold for irrigation 
purposes, the existing 
rate is $25 per 1,000. 
and the new rate would 
be $32.50 per 1,000 gal-
lons. For hotels, com-
mercial and industrial 
users the existing rate 
is $25 per 1,000 gallons 

and the new rate would 
be $32.50 per 1,000 
gallons.

“In the case of Four 
Seasons Resort, water 
used for irrigation the 
existing rate is $20 per 
1,000 gallons.  However, 
the new rate would be 
$26 per 1,000 gallons,” 
Hanley said.

Brantley said that later 
this year the Nevis 
Water Department will 
have full responsibil-
ity for management and 
maintenance of wells 
at Maddens Estate and 
Fothergills Estate as 
Bedrock Exploration and 
Development 10 year 
contract nears an end. 
He said that the wells 
will be the sole property 
of the Government and 
people of Nevis.
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SKNAAA Launches Scholastic Meets 
Despite Financial Difficulties

By Loshaun Dixon

Student athletes in the 
Federation are currently 
in their final prepara-
tions for the scholastic 
meets that will be held 
over the next two week-
ends, but   under a cloud 
of financial debt.
St. Kitts and Nevis 
Amateur Athletics 
Association (SKNAAA) 
held a launch event for 
both events on Tuesday 
with new President 
Val Henry noting the 
Association is aiming 
to be financially prudent 
having incurred more 
than $500,000 of debt, 
having to be bailed out 
by the Government.

The Rams Primary 
School Championships 
and CARIFTA Trials are 
slated for the 17th and 
18th of March and the 
Trading Development 
Company (TDC) 
Inter High School 
Championships will be 
held from the 23rd to the 
25th at the Kim Collins 
Athletic Stadium.

 Part of the financial 
restructuring will in-
volve changing the 
ticket prices. Which 
are a bit lower than 
previous years.. Prices 
for the Rams Primary 
Championships and the 
high school tournament 
the following week will 
run from $10 to $15 
general admission and 

$25 to $35 for the Kim 
Collins Pavillion. There 
are also $50 tickets for 
the popular Sunday 
event.

“This weekend with the 
Rams Primary School 
and next weekend when 
we combine the overall 
expenditure that we are 
anticipating the total 
will be over $200,000. 
The expenses are used 
for providing for our 
athletes, security, the 
gate personnel, overlay 
and also have to factor 
other expenses,” Henry 
disclosed.

He reiterated that the 
general admission tick-
ets are lower than previ-
ous years.

“For the High school 
competition we have 
had crowds as high as 
8,000 people. The Kim 

Collins Pavillion seats 
about 600, the two metal 
stands seat 1000 people. 
The rest of the specta-
tors go to the grounds.”

He noted the seating 
area for the grounds 
is larger than the pa-
vilion and the stands 
combined.

Twenty two primary 
schools featuring more 
than 800 students from 
around St. Kitts will be 
competing for athletic 
supremacy this week-
end as they look to un-
seat current two time 
champions Dr. William 
Connor Primary.

Managing Director of 
Rams, the Main spon-
sors for the primary 
school event, Shaun 
Weston said that his 
company was proud to 
be associated with the 

event, a partnership that 
has lasted more than 
three decades. “We have 
seen the championship 
grow from strength to 
strength with the com-
bined efforts of the 
SKNAAA, the Ministry 
of Sports and Education 
and our partners who 
continue to give of time 
and resources,” he said.

He then called on the 
general public to come 
out and support the stu-
dent athletes. “The envi-
ronment this weekend, 
is one that you have to 
experience. When you 
see the enthusiasm of 
the young athletes then 
you will understand 
why the investment is 
not in vain.”

Next weekend it will be 
the high schools turn in 
the spotlight as all the 
secondary schools and 

colleges from across St. 
Kitts and Nevis will aim 
to stop the track and field 
dynasty of the Charles E 
Mills Secondary school.

TDC has been sponsor-
ing the event for 42 years 
and its Client Relations 
and Marketing Manager 
Mia Bailey indicated 
that the partnership has 
been able to pave a way 
for the junior athletes to 
thrive in track and field.
“We have partnered 
with the SKNAAA to 
revive athletics in the 
Federation. We find 
that the championships 
brings everyone togeth-
er and see all the excite-
ment from the children, 
the volunteers and the 
parents,” she said.

Minister of Sports and 
Education the Hon. 
Shawn Richards noted 

the championships rep-
resents the multifac-
eted influence of sports 
in our society. “The 
Rams Primary cham-
pionships and the TDC 
inter-school champion-
ships attract the largest 
following of any single 
organise event in our 
Federation each year.

“The two meets which 
were diverse in their 
origin have grown to a 
size and stature that is 
befitting the recognition 
given to theses cham-
pionships within the 
hearts and minds of the 
people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis,” Richards said.

He then encouraged all 
to support the athletes 
on show. “What we will 
witness over the next 
two weekends is the 
culmination of the hard 
work, discipline dedica-
tion and sacrifice of stu-
dents, teachers, coaches 
and schools.

“Since last year there 
have been student ath-
letes who have applied 
themselves to the train-
ing regime needed to 
get them to these cham-
pionships,” Richards 
said

On Tuesday the 
SKNAAA host an 
elimination for primary 
school athletes to try 
and qualify for the final 
this weekend for vari-
ous the field and some 
track events.
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY
One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

VACANCY
One Cook & Server

Telephone:469-5817

VACANCY 
One Carpenter needed
Telephone : 469-2366

Suzette’s Leather Creations & Gifts
NEEDED

One Shoe Maker & One Labourer
Contact: 661-8589

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

VACANCY
R.S.J Enterprise

Sale Clerk , Cashier & Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I Stewart  Jeffers

Now residing in 
_______________________ Street in the 
town or village of Farms Estate, Nevis do 
hereby give you notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Today, 
14th Day of February 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in -------------------- Street in 
Stoney Grove

Dated this 14th day of February, 2018.

Signed: SJeffers

Vacancy
One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Zumi Auto Services 
Vacancy

Two welders
Call 662 7504

Vacancy
Jamaican Chef

One Stop Bar
664-2783

Wanted 
Domestic Worker/Child Caretaker

667 - 4442

Vacancy
Sales representative 

Working hours: 9am - 5pm
Must be able.to work sundays/

when ship on port
Apply to: i love st kitts

Bldg 35, store 101 port zante
Basseterre st kitts

Email: skbinfo@yahoo.com

Smart electronics
Vacancy

Laptop/ cellphone technicians 
5 years experience & Fluent in hindi

Call 466-4271

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

Needs One Trademan
Contact: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Paola Fishing Enterprise

One Worker
Contact: 661-9419

Vacancy
Paradise Pool Service

One Pool Cleaner
Four Years Experience 

Contact: 760-3959

Vacancy 
James Construction

One Mason
Contact: 669-7971

Vacancy
Gracia Snackette

One Bartender
Contact:663-8804

Vacancy
Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender
Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

One Carpenter
Tel: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Move & Go Construction

Needs a Tileman
Contact: 669-5616

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025

Vacancy

Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender

Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Century Maritime LTD
Fulltime Accountant

Fulltime Marketing Executive
Contact:665-9167

“Tim Caines & Associates invites suitable experience persons to apply for the following available positions;
1- Office Manager 2- Project Assistant (Construction) 

3- Labourer Technician
Resumes for positions 1 and 2 may be sent to tim@timcainesandassociates.com ; or all positions may be applied for 

in person by calling 869-469-2184 for an appointment.”

VACANCY

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control

Needs Service Technician
 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control
Administrative Assistant

 Contact: 760-1879

VACANCY:Manager at Karma Asian cuisine.
Requirement: Manage Indian restaurant, 
have a knowledge of spices, a person can 

speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 1869-763-9721

Vacancy
The Hermitage Inn

Senior House Keeper with Experience
and Supervisory Skills

Contact: 469-3477

Rol’J Williams Named 
Deputy High Commissioner

By Monique Washington 

Nevis’ Sixth form stu-
dent Rol’J Williams 
has captured second 
place in the “Be High 
Commissioner of the 
Day” video competi-
tion which was opened 
to youth living in the 
Organization of Eastern 
Caribbean States, OESC.

Williams, who fist heard 
of the competition just 72 
hours before the deadline 
for submissions,  sent his 
entry in with a only a few 
hours to spare.

The competition, staged  

by the Canadian High 
Commission in Barbados,  
was opened from January 
26 – February  26 for 
youths 16- 19 living in any 
of the OECS countries. 

The competitors were 
asked to submit a 60 90 
second video to the High 
Commission of  Canada 
Facebook page via pri-
vate chat answering the 
question, “How can you 
champion women’s rights 
in the Caribbean?”

Williams along with Sierra 
Hamblin from Barbados 
were named Deputy 
High Commissioner for 
the  day while Tapiwa 

Hauzoki from Grenada 
captured the first 
place and named High 
Commissioner . 

Williams traveled to 
Barbados on March 8th 
and participated in events 
during International 
World Women’s Day.

Williams told the 
Observer,  “The experi-
ence was great. I was 
able to meet Mia Mottley, 
Leader of the Opposition; 
I spoke at a town hall and 
attended the Women of 
the World Conference.”

Williams’ video ex-
plained how he would be 

a champion for women’s 
rights by initiation and 
implementing Science 
Technology Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) 
programmes.

“I will act as a champion 
for women rights through 
initiation and implemen-
tation of a STEM orga-
nization or club of sorts 
managed by a collection 
of regional youths that can 
be promoted and branded 
through the Caribbean 
much like Caribbean 
Science Foundation in 
Barbados. 

“My STEM organization 
will seek to empower and 

en-noble women through 
the running of seminars 
and other  educational fo-
rum so to detach some of 
the social stigmas associ-
ated with STEM. 

“That is to say dispel 
the notion that is a field 
primarily for male .In 
addition I will seek to 
highlight some of the 

opportunities available 
in stem to my female 
counterparts such as 
scholarships, giving the 
fact that being verse in 
the field of STEM cre-
ates one of the most 
level playing fields in 
terms of employment for 
women,” his video says 
in part.
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Kim Collins 
Athletic 

Stadium to 
be Upgraded

By Loshaun Dixon

The Kim Collins Athletic 
Stadium will undergo a 
face lift that could have 
it upgraded to a level one 
track and Field facility fit 
for major international 
events.

That disclosure was made 
by Minister of Sports the 
Hon. Shawn Richards 
who reminded that his 
ministry was allocated 
$4.95M for upgrading the 
stadium.

He said, “We are hoping 
to expand our spectator 
seating capacity, increase 
the storage and func-
tional areas and upgrade 
the athlete warm up and 
athlete hosting facilities.” 
Richards explained the 
goal of the upgrades are 
to equip the facility to 
host international meets 
beyond the CARIFTA 
Games. “Currently our 
warm up and athlete 

hosting are a hindrance to 
us hosting many regional 
and international meets 
and it is our goal to correct 
this anomaly,” he said.

Richards noted that the 
Ministry does not have 
the benefit of the full 
money presently, but it 
will be disbursed over a 
few years. “At this partic-
ular point in time we have 
engaged the Public Works 
Department to look at a 
comprehensive plan for 
the development of the 
facility.”

Giving further details of 
the work to be done the 
Sports Minister indicated 
that they are hoping to re-
move the metal stand that 
has always been a con-
cern of safety officials.
“We are hopeful to in-
crease seating capacity. 
We have issues with the 
metal stand, the fire de-
partment and NEMA over 
the years have said to us 

there are concerns about 
the safety of that particu-
lar stand. We are hoping 
that we are able to build 
a permanent concrete fa-
cility. That will not only 
be able to seat persons 
but offer office space in 
there,” Richards said.

He indicated at a recent 
meeting with the St. Kitts 
Nevis Amateur Athletic 
Association (SKNAAA) 
there had been a request 
for an office space in the 
stadium.

Richards also spoke of 
work to be done at the 

athlete’s village and on 
a new warm up track. 
“We are going to look at 
the athletes village .  We 
are not satisfied with that 
area. There  are no toilet 
facilities on that end and 
normally portable toilets 
have to be brought in. We 
want to move away from 
that and provide some-
thing more conducive for 
the athletes to give them 
a better environment as 
they are preparing for the 
games.” He continued, 
“The warm up area is 
inadequate based on the 
criteria in place to host 
international games. It 

may require the govern-
ment acquiring some ad-
ditional land, but all of 
that would be taken into 
consideration.”

Vice President of the 
SKNAAA Evris Huggins 
noted that St. Kitts and 
Nevis is fortunate to have 
two of ‘800 level two’ 
athletic facilities in the 
World. “We are one of 
very few countries that 
have more than one level 
two facilities and we are 
very happy to have that in 
our country.” He then ex-
plained how the stadiums 
are rated. “A level two 

athletic stadium has to be 
certified by the IAAF. It 
has some of the minimum 
requirements that meets 
the criteria of the IAAF. 
In any event, that is fa-
cilitated here and a world 
record is broken it can ac-
tually be sanctioned and 
stand as a world record. 
Any further upgrade will 
be a level one and that 
will require an additional 
400m warm up track.”

The Facility was built in 
2008 and since then has 
hosted the CARIFTA 
Games twice in 2008 and 
2015.

Department of Agriculture 
to Stage 24 Open Day

By Monique Washington 

The officials at the 
Nevis Department 
of  Agriculture are 
ready to stage the 
twenty-fourth edition 
of the Departments of 
Agriculture Open Day, 
March 22-23, being 
held under the theme 
‘Building Resilience 
to Climate Change for 
Food Security’.

The two day event boasts 
being the third largest 
annual event held in 
Nevis beside Culturama 

and the Inter primary 
Schools Championship. 
The event will be held 
on March 22 from 9:30 
am – 7 pm  and on the 23 
from 8 am – 10 pm and 
will be held at the Villa 
Ground in Charlestown. 

This year’s Patron will be 
Eugene “Bro” Maynard 
who has worked for 
the Department of 
Agriculture for the past 
53 years. He  will be 
honored for his work at 
Indian Castle.

Along with Maynard oth-
er farmers, both livestock 

and crop, fishermen, oth-
er Agricultural workers 
as well as persons who 
have helped the depart-
ment will be recognized.

The Observer spoke 
with acting Director 
of Agriculture on Nevis 
Randy Elliott  who noted 
that attendees can expect 
a “festive atmosphere’ 
and a much larger event 
compared to previous 
years.

“This year we have 
12 additional booths. 
We have craft booths, 
Non-Gove rnme n t a l 

Organization NGO’s and 
this year for the first time 
we will have the St. Kitts 
Nevis Observer,” he said.

He pointed out that a 
number of items will be 
on sale which include 
Ornamental plant, fruit 
trees, pet fishes, fruits, 
vegetable and a favorite 
to the Open Day , the 
abattoir. The abattoir this 
year boasts of offering 15 
thousand pounds of meat 
with about 4000 pounds 
being that of mutton. lo-
cal Prime cuts of beef, 
beef burgers, chicken 
burgers pork, smoked 

ham, sausages, mutton, 
rabbit as well as the in-
troduction of their new 
chicken products will be 
on sale.

In addition, the veterinar-
ian services, NGO’s and 
other agricultural based 
groups will be on hand to 
provide information.

Elliott said that both day 
will be filled with enter-
tainment which include 
DJ Zimba, items from the 
Cultural Development 
Foundation, Recklife 
Entertainment, a band 
from Statia, and Nu 

Vybes International band 
will bring down the cur-
tains on Friday evening. 

Elliott ensured that park-
ing will not be a problem 
as space will be made 
available at the top of 
Park, at the Charlestown 
pre-school and on the 
opposite side of the Villa 
grounds.

“There is no other event 
like this. It is a great time 
to come out and social-
ize. Anything that you 
would be looking for will 
be there,” Elliott said.



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 16th, 2018LOCAL NEWS Page:11

Nevis Prison 
Farm Education 

Centre Gets Desks 
and Chairs

By Monique Washington 

Inmates at the minimum 
security Nevis prison 
farm were the recipients 
of chairs and desks this 
week donated by the is-
land’s Ministry of Social 
Development in an ef-
fort to further prisoner 
education.

The educational facility 
at the farm which once 
housed an unused room 
which was renovated by 
the inmates will facilitate 
the roughly 19-25 in-
mates there.

This has been the second 
donation to the facil-
ity relating to education. 
The Foundation of Social 
Concerns donated 20 gal-
lons of paint in December 
in helping with the reno-
vation.  The prison was 
also promised that the 
group will  continue to as-
sist and are currently try-
ing to source computers 

to donate. Member of the 
group Ruth Powell said 
that they are very inter-
ested in the educational 
aspect and would like to 
provide laptops once they 
have source them . 

The ministry, now headed 
by the Hon Eric Evelyn 
donated 15 chairs and 10 
desks to aid in the human 
resource development at 
the Nevis Prison through 
its Educational program.

Evelyn commended the 
former Junior Minister 
of Social Development, 
Hazel Brandy-Williams 
who would have given the 
‘green light’ in the begin-
ning to get the desk and 
he chairs for the inmates. 
Speaking at the ceremony 
Evelyn applauded the 
heads of the prison in 
helping the prisoners in 
their education. “The 
prisoners I believe like 
everyone else deserves a 
second chance, maybe a 
third and fourth chance. 

And if persons are sent 
to prison for whatever 
reason they should not 
just be cast aside. I want 
to commend the prisons 
offi cials here for this ini-
tiative in trying to teach 
the prisoners something,” 
Evelyn said. In continuing 
he said that “the ministry 
of Social Development 
is exceptionally pleased 
in being able to partner 
with Prison Farm  here on 
Nevis”

Chief Offi cer of the prison 
farm Shorn Edwards said 
that at the prison there are 
may ways a prisoner can 
be rehabilitated, educa-
tion being one of them.

“We believe in the reha-
bilitation of the inmates. 
Education is one of the 
ways we can help them 
become productive mem-
bers of society and in do-
ing so they are equipped 
in giving back positively,” 
Edwards said. 

Construction 
Of Brand New 

Basseterre High 
School Set For 2018

(SKNIS):

Construction of the brand 
new Basseterre High 
School (BHS) “must” 
commence this year, said 
the Honourable Shawn 
Richards, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister 
of Education, while 
speaking at Team Unity 
People’s Forum on 
Tuesday, March 13, at the 
St. Johnston Community 
Centre.

“I am saying here that I 
don’t expect next year to 
be coming back to you to 
say construction hasn’t 
begun as yet on the new 
Basseterre High School. 

Construction must begin 
this year for that brand 
new Basseterre High 
School,” said Minister 
Richards.

The deputy prime minis-
ter said that an update was 
given on the progress thus 
far. “We have been speak-
ing with the contractor 
to ensure that as soon as 
possible you get your 
brand new Basseterre 
High School,” he said, 
while adding that the 
Honourable Ian ‘Patches’ 
Liburd, Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, was also a 
part of the discussion. 
“The minister of Public 
Infrastructure can verify 
that about two weeks 

ago we got an update 
from the contractor in 
terms of where we are 
with the Basseterre High 
School. We got an update 
on the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
and so we know that 
progress is being made 
relative to the construc-
tion of the Basseterre 
High School.” Minister 
Richards said that it was 
important to construct a 
new school as students 
deserve to be in an envi-
ronment that is condu-
cive to their learning and 
health. “You had children 
attending the Basseterre 
High Scholl and this gov-
ernment when we recog-
nized that your children 

were going to facilities 
that were deemed not to 
be healthy, we took a de-
cision to close down the 
Basseterre High School, 
to end the shift system 
and to build temporary fa-
cilities,” said the minister 

of Education.

The proposed site for 
the new Basseterre High 
School is at the southern 
end of the Basseterre 
Aquifer situated at Ponds 
Estate. Offi cials from the 

Public Works Department 
has reassured the gen-
eral public that the site 
of the new BHS has been 
properly assessed and all 
checks have been carried 
out to ensure that the en-
vironment remains safe.

Deputy Prime Minister Richards
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Where the expression I’d love 
to have you over for dinner may 

not be what you think.

TRAVEL/ Eric Mackenzie-Lamb

With an area of 178,700 square miles and an es-
timated population of a little over eight million 
known inhabitants, the Pacific island nation of 
Papua New Guinea-commonly referred to as PNG-
still remains, even in the twenty-first century, one 
of the most unusual and mysterious countries on 
the planet. Its tourism industry is sparse, with only 
around 70,000 visitors per year. And roads are still 
virtually nonexistent. For the most part, air travel 
still provides the only link between the capital, Port 
Moresby, and dozens of isolated settlements in the 
country’s rugged interior. As I learned on my flight 
from Port Moresby to the rural town of Goroka, 
a substantial proportion of the country’s  inhabit-
ants, particularly those from the highland areas, 
have often flown in a modern passenger airplane, 
but have never been in a car. Or even know much 
about them.

But, by far, the country’s primary attraction for 
visitors looking for something truly different- per-
haps even to the point of  bizarre-consists not only 
of its magnificent scenery and amazing flora and 
fauna found nowhere else, like the legendary Bird 
of Paradise ,but also its amazingly colourful and 
varied cultures.  

And the word varied, in the case of Papua New 
Guinea, is nothing if not an understatement. 
Amazingly, more than eight hundred distinct lan-
guages are spoken in PNG.  Much of this is due to 

thousands of years of little or no social interaction 
between its isolated tribes. Although each group 
might live only a few miles apart in dense tropical 
jungles or rugged mountainous areas,  their inabil-
ity to communicate with each other is largely due 
to language barriers and a long history of hostility 
between many tribal groups. (That situation, how-
ever,  is now gradually changing as technological 
advances, such as radio and satellite television, 
begin to connect isolated groups with the outside 
world).

But that’s only a small part of a very complex real-
ity. Even to this day, tribal  wars still occur in the 
more remote areas of PNG. (Just as in parts of the 
Brazilian Amazon, there are still populations which 
are believed to have never had contact with the 
outside world). Almost all conflicts-although not 
always-involve either some long standing grudge 

between tribes which was never settled (final peace 
agreements, when they do happen, can sometimes 
take generations to consummate) or because of 
traditional beliefs that, by eating your enemy-espe-
cially one who was an outstanding warrior-you will 
assume your deceased enemy’s spirit and inherit 
his bravery.  And that’s without taking into account 
the long-established tradition of head hunting. 

Sorcery also plays a big part. There have been a 
number of documented cases in the past-many in-
volving women-of victims being burned alive or 
beheaded after being accused by village elders of 
practicing black magic or witchcraft. Sometimes 
even members of the local police force, blocked by 
hordes of angry villagers, have been powerless to 
save them.

Most readers, I’m sure,  have heard of the famous 
Rockefeller family.  But many might not be aware 
of  a tragic event which  happened to Nelson 
Rockefeller’s 23-year old son, Michael, in 1961. 

Michael Rockefeller, whose father Nelson was 
Governor of New York State (and who later served 
as US Vice President under Gerald Ford after 
Richard Nixon’s resignation) was a graduate of 
Harvard University and an avid collector of primi-
tive art. He was also a seasoned traveler whose 
daring expeditions to some of the world’s most iso-
lated communities had already brought him fame 
at an early age. Many of the exquisite artworks and 
artifacts which he found were, for the most part, do-
nated to public museums. To be able to share such 
cultural treasures with others who would otherwise 
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never have even known of their existence-this was 
Michael Rockefeller’s true passion.

On or about November 20, 1961, Michael and a 
fellow explorer, René Wessing, were sailing off 
the southwest coast of what was then Dutch New 
Guinea when their boat was was capsized, presum-
ably by a sudden storm. Both men managed to climb 
onto the catamaran’s overturned hull and waited 
for 24 hours in what turned out to be a vain hope 
that a passing vessel would spot them and come 
to their rescue. Finally, realizing that it would be 
futile to wait any longer, Michael decided to swim 
to shore and seek help. Wessing tried to discourage 
him, pointing out that, depending upon waves and 
currents, it might take him as long as ten hours, or 
even more, to reach the coast. But Michael had al-
ready made up his mind. After attaching two empty 
gasoline jerrycans to a belt which he then fastened 
around his waist, Michael instructed Wessing to 
remain on the overturned boat and keep an eye 
out  for any passing vessel. This, he explained, 
would double their chances of a rescue. He then 
lowered himself into the sea and started swimming.

It would be the last time that Michael Rockefeller 
was seen alive.

Despite intensive efforts by the Rockefeller family 
and the Dutch navy, including the use of search and 
rescue aircraft, Michael’s body was never found. 
Eventually, the inevitable conclusion was that he 
had perished by drowning or being eaten by sharks. 
Or both.

But, being a scion of one of the world’s richest and 
most prominent families, he was far from forgotten. 
Over the next fifty years, Michael Rockefeller’s 
disappearance became a consistent topic of me-
dia speculation and, eventually, one of the world’s 
greatest  unsolved mysteries. 

But not everyone accepted that he had met his 
death by drowning. For some, there were far more 
sinister circumstances at work.

And then, almost 53 years after Michael 
Rockefeller’s disappearance, this appeared.

This 2014 headline from the British newspa-
per Daily Mail was based upon startling claims 
made in a newly released book at the time,  Savage 
Harvest . Its author, Carl Hoffman, had actually 

spent several months visiting members of the feared 
Asmat tribe whose territory included the shore-
line which Michael Rockefeller was trying to 
reach on that fateful day. Not surprisingly, Savage 
Harvest became an overnight sensation when it was 
published in 2014

According to Hoffman’s account, he had been told 
personally by surviving relatives and descendants 
of the late Asmat tribal chief-who would have been 
in power in 1961-that Michael Rockefeller had, 
in fact, almost managed to reach the shore before 
he was intercepted by several local tribesmen in 
canoes. Those same surviving witnesses, again ac-
cording to Hoffman, claimed that Rockefeller was 
already known to them from a previous visit. Why 
they now decided to kill instead of welcome him 
was unclear, but, according to the book’s author, 
it undoubtedly had to do with a common ritual in-
volving cannibalism and its consequent assumption 
of spiritual power. What made this event different 
from others, as explained to him, was  that the ritual 
was kept secret from the rest of the tribe because it 
involved a white man. 

Nevertheless, and up to this day, close friends and 
members of Michael Rockefeller’s own family 
have never publicly accepted that he died from any 
cause other than drowning.  Perhaps that’s under-
standable under the alleged gruesome circumstanc-
es.  In all likelihood, we will never know the truth.

Fortunately, my own visit to Papua New Guinea 
was under very different circumstances. But there 
were still some amazing surprises in store.

Just before our plane touched down at Goroka air-
port, I happened to glance out through the window 
and saw a group of brightly costumed men in grass 
skirts frantically bobbing and weaving just before 
the runway’s perimeter fence. As we passed over-
head , I realized that they were dancing with their 
arms and faces extended towards the sky. And, al-
though I couldn’t actually hear them, it was obvi-
ous that they were also chanting. 

I was utterly mystified until, on the way to my 
hotel, the taxi driver explained that the people I’d 
seen were actually cult members who worshipped 
airplanes because they believed that flying ma-
chines were incarnations of mystical spirits who 
were destined to bring them prosperity. Popularly 
known as the Cargo Cult, it  even had its own vil-
lage which consisted of huts  along the runway’s 
approach path. For them, it was a sacred sanctuary 
from which they could never be forced to leave. 

On my second morning at the hotel, while I was 
having breakfast along with other guests, the es-
tablishment’s general manager came into the din-
ing room, asked for our attention, and made an 
announcement.

“Good morning, everybody. Would anyone here be 
interested in a war tour?”

I wasn’t sure that I’d heard him correctly. I already 
knew from past experience that Australian ac-
cents could sometimes be difficult to understand. 
“Excuse me, but could you please repeat that?” I 
asked him. “What kind of tour?”

The manager smiled. “No problem, Mate. We 
always get the same question from visitors. 
A war tour.”

He then went on to explain that there was an armed 
conflict scheduled to take place at noon between 
two local tribes in a remote jungle area about two 

hours’ drive from the hotel. Unlike most settings 
for such events, he added, today’s designated bat-
tleground could be easily reached by Land Rover. 
And of course, he assured us, we would have an 
experienced driver/guide.

Even then, I didn’t quite believe everything he’d 
said. I was totally convinced that whatever war he 
was alluding to, it had been programmed by the ho-
tel itself as a clever gimmick by which to entertain 
its own guests. And, of course, to make some extra 
money. 

Nevertheless, out of sheer curiosity, I decided to 
sign up

As it turned out, I was completely wrong on all 
counts. Although I hadn’t realized at the start what 
I’d gotten myself into, reality didn’t take long to 
kick in.

The first indication of that reality was when our lo-
cal driver stopped the Land Rover in the middle of 
a shallow river bordered on both sides by dense for-
est. After carefully removing his shoes and socks, 
he opened the driver’s door, stepped out of the ve-
hicle and into the water, then turned toward us and 
respectfully tipped his cap.

“I wish you all a wonderful day. I will see you on 
the way back.”

Then, before anyone had a chance to ask him for an 
explanation, the driver had turned around and was 
hurriedly walking away in the direction we’d just 
come from. 

Almost at the very same moment, Wilfrid, an en-
thusiastic German birdwatcher laden with cam-
eras who was in the front passenger seat, spotted a 
movement between the trees ahead.

“Look!”

Another local man, dressed in a uniform identical 
to our own driver’s, had emerged from the forest 
on the opposite riverbank and was now wading in 
our direction.

“Good morning”, he said, politely introducing him-
self as he climbed in behind the wheel. “My name 
is Jimmy. I will be your guide and driver for the rest 
of the way”.

“ What about the other driver?” another passenger, 
an Italian, asked him. “Isn’t he coming along, too?”

“No, sir. But he will be waiting here to take you 
back to your hotel”.

“That’s a little strange” remarked  a middle aged 
American lady sitting beside her husband in the 
back seat. “Why do you switch drivers in the mid-
dle of a river?”

The driver nodded in understanding.  After all, he’d 
been asked the same question many times before. 
“Ma’am, it is because this river is the border.”

“Border? What border?”

“Between our tribes,Ma’am.”

The woman stared at him in disbelief. “Is that why 
he got out of this car just now? Couldn’t he just ride 
along with us? He’s such a nice guy, we were going 

CONT’D ON PG 14
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deserted.

About fi fteen minutes 
later, Jimmy pulled over 
to the side of the road, 
switched off the engine, 
and turned toward us with 
a dead serious expression 
on his face.

“Please, if anyone needs 
to relieve themselves, 
there is a portable toilet 
just behind those trees. 
Once we arrive at our 
destination, nobody must 
get out of the car. And 
very important for your 
own safety, do not open 
your door or roll down 
any windows. Not even to 
take photographs”.

We gave him a collective 
nod to indicate our agree-
ment-although, to me at 
least, the reason behind 
his announcement was 
somewhat puzzling. 

When we  rounded the 
next bend in the road 
and fi nally reached our 
destination, it was as if 
we’d driven straight into 
a scene being fi lmed for 
a Hollywood movie.  Just 
ahead, in a clearing at the 
edge of a small stream, 
about a dozen men in 
grass skirts, their muscu-
lar bodies and contorted 
faces covered by war 
paint, were frantically run-
ning in every direction as 
they held their protective 
shields in front of them.
Then, just as our Land 
Rover came to a stop, we 
heard a loud thunk on the 
top of the roof. A few sec-
onds later, another one. 

Suddenly, one of the fe-
male passengers who’d 
been peering through a 
side window uttered a 
gasp.

“Oh, my God!” She 
pointed to a small object 
which had just tumbled 
to the ground next to us. 
“That’s an arrow!”

Now we understood the 

reason behind our driv-
er’s warning. From our 
vantage point, we were 
unable to see the warriors 
from the opposing tribe. 
But there was little doubt, 
judging from the shrill 
cries and constant rush-
ing back and forth, that 
this was a confl ict of ma-
jor proportions.Peering 
through the windows, we 
soon realized that primi-
tive bows and arrows 
weren’t the only weapons 
in use. There were long 
handled spears, knives 
of every imaginable size 
and shape, even some 
objects which appeared to 
be slingshots. But, amaz-
ingly, not a single gun.

Our driver would later 
explain why. Firearms of 
any type,  he said, were 
not considered traditional 
tribal weapons and there-
fore strictly forbidden. 
Any person caught with 
one in his possession-
unless that individual had 
been granted a special 

permit for the purpose 
of game hunting-could 
face severe punishment, 
including immediate 
execution, for violating 

the spiritual rights of an-
cestors of either warring 
party.  That was strictly 
taboo, totally against the 
rules.

We also learned that 
many of the shields we’d 
seen were actually hoods 
from abandoned cars 
which had been cut to size 
and modifi ed by adding a 
handle on the inside, then 
installing a small plastic 
window through which 
the warrior could see his 
opponent. The term re-
cycling suddenly had a 
whole new meaning.

We also learned that, in 
many regions, tribes have 
a long standing agree-
ment between themselves 
that a scheduled confl ict 
will never take place 

on a Sunday or public 
holiday. Nor, for that 
matter, whenever a ma-
jor rugby match is about 
to take place. Rugby is 

considered the national 
sport of Papua New 
Guinea, whose avid fans 
number in the hundreds 
of thousands, if not mil-
lions. Whenever a match 
is announced, tribal bor-
der crossing restrictions 
are temporarily suspend-
ed. Hordes of fans, no 
matter from which tribe 
they belong , travel from 
even the remotest of vil-
lages- by foot, canoe, bi-
cycle, scooter, or bus-to 
the nearest  Long House, 
a traditional thatched roof 
meeting place, where ev-
eryone -even those who’d 

been savagely fi ghting 
each other a few days 
before-can sit together 
and cheer on their team as 
they watch the match live 
via satellite television.  

Less than three hours 
later, we were back in the 
comfort of our hotel, en-
joying a French-inspired 
gourmet dinner and a 
complimentary glass 
of Australian Cabernet 
Sauvignon.Compared to 
where we’d just returned 
from, it could well have 
been another planet. And 
that’s precisely the point.

Papua New Guinea is 
truly the ultimate destina-
tion off the beaten track. 
As well as the travel ex-
perience of a lifetime.

But, as you may have 
realized by now, defi -
nitely not for the faint 
of heart.

Beauty in the highlands

___________________

This article contains no 
images from the Author.

to buy him lunch”.

The driver didn’t respond. Nor, it was evident, did 
he want to. By now, most of us passengers already 
knew what that answer would be. For our previ-
ous driver, crossing the river into another tribe’s 
domain would have been a voyage of no return.

Wilfrid saved the day. Turning toward the American 
lady, he told her in his heavy German accent 
“Madam, they are on a shift system. The other driv-
er must stay here und take his lunch break. Union 
rules, you know.”

That was the end of the conversation. As for Jimmy 
the driver, the relief on his face was obvious for all 
to see. This time, he’d been spared.

As we continued along the primitive dirt road, the 
surrounding jungle gradually became less dense. I 
realized that we were now steadily climbing toward 
an area of open grassland and low hills. Soon, a 
narrow river with rushing rapids appeared. We 
crossed over  a rickety wooden bridge and contin-
ued our ascent along the opposite bank. Here, the 
sky was fi lled with fl ocks of colorful birds darting 
and swooping in every direction. The scenery was 
absolutely breathtaking.

A few minutes later, Wilfrid,  who’d been scanning 
the surrounding landscape through his binoculars, 
turned to the driver.

“That’s strange”,  he said, pointing toward a near-
by hill. “ I thought I just saw somebody moving 
along that ridge,” He peered through the binoculars 
again.  “Ja! There he is. Looks like he’s waving at 
us. What is he doing up there?”

The driver nodded. “You are right, Sir.  On every 
hill along this road there is a watchman. He is sig-
naling for us that it is safe to proceed. There are no 
police.”

As the rest of us leaned forward in our seats and 
listened in fascination, Jimmy went on to explain 
that, under PNG law, any kind of violent confl ict, 
including those between tribes, was technically il-
legal. If caught in the act by police or special mili-
tary patrols, all participants could be arrested on 
the spot  and given either a fi ne, or, if the battle 
resulted in a death or serious injury, imprisonment. 
In most situations, he added, people just ignored 
the law. But they still took certain precautions. If 
police did show up, which was rarely, their ap-
proaching vehicle convoy would be spotted well 
in advance by the tribes’ sentries, who would then 
signal to another lookout on the next hilltop,  like 
a human telegraph. By the time the police arrived 
at the actual battle area, it would be completely 

The ultimate boss man a tribal chief.jpg

When it comes to body art, creativity knows no 
bounds in Papua New Guinea.jpg
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Judicial Review
By James Gaskell 

Good journalism and good editor-
ship require an accurate presentation 
of the facts and an acknowledgement 
that currency should be given to such 
differing views that may, within rea-
son, arise from those facts.  Opinions 
based on erroneous facts should be 
corrected.

In the Editorial of our Observer of 
February 2nd 2017 we reflected upon 
the order of the Court following the 
Judicial Review of the planning ap-
proval of the HTRIP Candy site in a 
case brought by ‘a billionaire citizen’ 
against the Nevis Director of Physical 
Planning.  If the public is left with the 
editorial and no reasoned rebuttal, 
they will not understand what has ac-
tually  happened, nor what is impor-
tant and what is not.

A quick summary of the background.  
Mrs. Anne Bass, the owner of Tower 
Hill Estate came to Nevis several 
years ago and immediately estab-
lished her bona fides, as a philanthro-
pist actively attempting to find out 
what would be beneficial for Nevis 
and to provide it.  Her interest was in 
the environment and the people, and 
in sustainable agriculture generally 
and at Tower Hill.  To that end, she 
has funded a number of scholarships 
to Earth University in Costa Rica, 
and brought in marine consultants to 
advise on reef renovation and regen-
eration at Long Haul Bay and Pinneys 
Beach.  The restoration scheme that 
emerged from these consultations 
was taken up enthusiastically by poli-
ticians Brantley, Jeffers and Evelyn.  
Their comments included ‘The reefs 
are critical to our island life, our fish 
stock, our living, our tourism prod-
uct, our ecosystem’ and ‘I am excited 
about the project and look forward to 
my Ministry collaborating with you’.

We need reefs, as natural barriers 
against the sea, as nurseries for fish.  
A reef is built of live coral.  Land 
run off bearing silt and toxic residues 
kills coral.

In February 2015 Mrs. Bass’ reef 
restoration project was approved.  In 
April 2015 Caribbean Development 
Consultant Ltd. was granted permis-
sion ‘To construct a 17 Building, 51 
Unit development together with a 
guard house, restaurant, two parking 
lots, badminton courts and a volley 
ball site.’  It was clear to her that this 
development to be called the HTRIP 
Candy Resort Development, put the 
success of her project at risk.  Via 
Mr. Brantley and his wife the sug-
gestion was made to Mrs. Bass that 
in order to prevent the development 
she might like to buy the 4.4 acres.  

She concurred.  Negotiations ensued.  
Price was agreed.  Documents were 
readied for exchange, and money 
transferred into escrow. But at the 
end of September 2015 the developer 
withdrew from the sale.

Prior to Grant of Planning Permission 
(PP) the developers had submitted to 
the Director of Physical Planning an 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA).  However, and this is critical, it 
referred only to the impact of the de-
velopment on the land, and said that 
a marine impact assessment would 
be made.  It never was.  Nevertheless 
permission was granted.  After the 
sale aborted and the developer be-
gan, in December 2015, to construct 
buildings,  Mrs. Bass, on January 
18th 2016, issued legal proceedings.  
There has now been a number of 
court appearances.  I am interested in 
the Application and Grant of Leave to 
Appeal to have a Judicial Review, and 
that Review Hearing itself.  These are 
the most recent matters.

All developments alter the environ-
ment.  If there are no controls, no 
legislation to allow for protection of 
the environment, then developers’ de-
sire for profit leads to destruction of 
anything that may lower their profits.  
In an industrial country, this, with-
out enforceable legislation, means 
that everything becomes polluted.  
Manufacturers use the rivers as drain-
age for their solid and liquid waste 
products, noxious gasses pass into 
the atmosphere, eventually rivers run 
black and the air is unsafe to breathe.  
And in some big cities people wear 
face masks.  Most countries, including 
St. Kitts and Nevis, have laws to pro-
tect their natural assets.  Our assets, 
obviously, include our beaches and 
reefs.  So, on one hand there is Mrs. 
Bass who hopes to renovate some of 
Nevis’ reefs, and has no thought of 
personal gain in her project, and on 
the other there is the developer striv-
ing to make a profitable investment in 
new buildings, which he claims will 
bring some jobs to Nevis.  The Courts 
decide competing claims interpreting 
the applicable laws.

In the Grant of Leave case the Judge 
wrote ‘…this EIA only spoke to the 
land based impact of the project.  It 
did not address the impact that this 
project would have on the marine as-
pect of the area… There is a strong 
arguable case that is a startling omis-
sion that ought to tell any reason-
able decision maker… considering 
whether to grant planning permission 
that this EIA is not what it says it is.  
How can an Environmental Impact 
Assessment be adequate when it ex-
cludes a substantial portion of the 
environment which is likely to be af-
fected?  In fact most of the impact of 

any project which abuts the sea would 
be to the coast and marine life in that 
area…’

The Judge can exercise his discretion 
and deny leave to engage in Judicial 
Review if the applicant has unreason-
ably delayed before making the ap-
plication.  In this application case the 
Judge wrote ‘…it would be unfair for 
this Court to exercise any discretion to 
refuse to grant leave… The delay as ex-
ists in this matter will not bar the Grant 
of Leave… The exercise of this discre-
tion was also affected by the view that 
this is a matter of considerable public 
importance…. Leave is granted…’

Then we come to the Review itself.  No 
reasoned judgment is yet available, just 
a simple Court order made on January 
25th 2018.  This says that Mrs. Bass’ 
claim is dismissed and that she must 
pay her own and the other parties costs.

At this stage our Premier describes 
this as a victory for Nevis and in our 
Observer Editorial we refer to,  ‘ the 
loss by the billionaire citizen who lost 
her case against the Government (and 
therefore the people) of Nevis. ‘And 
then we ask ‘...How many persons 
could have been gainfully employed 
at the resort?  How much damage has 
been done to our image abroad? …’

As an Appeal has been filed, talk of a 
‘Victory for Nevis’ is premature;  ask 
yourself what would such a ‘victory’ 
look like?  A few jobs and damage to our 
reefs, shoreline and marine life, against 
protection and renovation of same. 
Preceding the words of dismissal and 
costs the Judge wrote, and I paraphrase, 
that he found that an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) was neces-
sary in order for the respondents (The 
Director of Physical Planning et al) to 
consider whether to grant planning per-
mission (PP)  and that no reasonable 
decision maker would have relied on 
the EIA presented, and therefore that 
there was sufficient basis to impugn 
(challenge) the grant of PP.

So this part of a ‘Victory for Nevis’, is 
a judicial rocket to our planners.  The 
Judge having found that it was unrea-
sonable (wrong) for our planners to 
grant PP says that he has changed his 
mind on the issue of delay, and that in 
spite of finding that in this matter of 
public importance where PP should not 
have been granted, that delay means 
that he should dismiss the case for 
protecting our marine environment.  
It is unusual that a Judge changes his 
mind in this way.  The ‘delay’ period 
has not altered between the Leave case 
and the Review.  In the summary at the 
top of the Leave case the Court writes 
‘… delay not operating as a bar to the 
Grant of Leave as there is an arguable 
case that it was substantially caused by 

Administration and the Developer – yet 
in the Review Order is written ‘… the 
Court has considered that the delay is 
substantial and cannot be attributed to 
the respondents (our Planners and the 
Developers).  Two directly opposite 
findings.  Normally the Courts do not 
award costs against the losing party 
in a case of public importance against 
a Government, unless the case is 
frivolous.  To do so would discourage 
citizens from holding Governments ac-
countable in important matters.  

There may be another public miscon-
ception.  The name of the project is 
HTRIP Candy Resort Development.  
A resort it is not.  It is a group of 17 
apartment blocks.  In the application it 
is stated that these are for students. No 
one could claim this as a high end devel-
opment.  Seventeen solid three storey 
blocks marching in two  lines to the sea 
from the main road.  More likely it will 
be providing competition to Nevisians 
seeking to rent accommodation to the 
MUA students.  There would be a few 
jobs for cleaners and maintenance per-
sonnel, and commissions for real estate 
agents on lettings.  

When the Appeal is granted and the de-
cision overturned, that will be the time 
to declare a ‘Victory for Nevis’ and our 
environment.  It is a mistake to view a 
case ‘won’ by the Government to be 
the same as a victory for the people. 
Damage to our reputation abroad [ and 
at home ] is occasioned by permitting 
second rate developments to take place 
which destroy assets like our reefs and 
marine life.

We don’t need to wait for the next Court 
decision before we take action to sharp-
en up the Planning Department, and/or 
to resolve that no political interference 
is allowable in planning decisions, in or-
der to eliminate suspect developments 
before they begin.  We have a high level 
of quality in both the built and the natu-
ral environment.  We cannot afford to 
lose either, and we should be glad that 
we have citizens wise enough, and 
committed to what is best for Nevis, 
to seek protection from the Courts 
when our island needs it.

Syndicated columnist
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Premier Brantley meets with SKNCIC 
Nevis Chapter executives; calls for 

greater partnership with NIA
NIA 

In what was described 
as a forum to assess 
the needs of the Private 
Sector on Nevis, Hon. 
Mark Brantley, Premier 
of Nevis and Minister 
of Finance told mem-
bers of the Nevis 
Chapter of the St. Kitts 
and Nevis Chamber of 
Industry and Commerce 
(SKNCIC), that there 
should be greater part-
nership with the Nevis 
Island Administration 
(NIA).

Premier Brantley made 
the call at his first meet-
ing with the SKNCIC 
Nevis Chapter execu-
tives at his Pinney’s 
Estate conference room 
on March 13, 2018, to as-
sess their needs and that 
of the Administration.

“We feel that the gov-
ernment has done quite 
a bit in terms of inject-
ing resources into the 
economy in terms of 
infrastructure and other 
developments and so, 
now we feel that the pri-
vate sector, we hope, can 
take now some of that 
responsibility off of the 
government’s shoulders.

“The government will 
continue to do its part 
but the hope is that the 

private sector could be 
stimulated that it can 
take some of the slack so 
to speak,” he said.

The Premier, noted that 
he looked forward to 
ongoing dialogue with 
the private sector as the 
Administration tries to 
understand what their 
needs are and how it can 
assist as they try to have 
an honest and sober as-
sessment of where the 
government is and also 
what its needs are.

He stated that the busi-
ness sector on Nevis de-
pended to a great extent 
on its partnership with 

government depends on 
a robust business sector 
if they are to advance in 
any meaningful way.

Mr. Brantley was ac-
companied at the 
meeting by Mr. 
Stedmond Tross, 
Cabinet Secretary and 
Special Advisor to the 
NIA, Mr. Colin Dore, 
Permanent secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Finance and Mr. Jervan 
Swanston, Acting 
manager of the Nevis 
Electricity Company 
Limited.

Meantime, Ms. Patricia 
Claxton Chairman of 

the Chamber’s Nevis 
Chapter used the op-
portunity to congratu-
late Mr. Brantley on 
his new position as 
Premier and expressed 
hope that understand-
ing would prevail dur-
ing the meeting.

She was accompanied 
by Ms. Alice Tyson, 
Vice Chairman; Mrs. 
Gillian Hobson-
Hector, Treasurer; Ms. 
Deborah Lellouche 
Executive Secretary; 
Mr. Ernie France 
Immediate Past 
Chairman and Mr. 
Wayne Heyliger, 
member.
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Hélène Lewis 
Takes Helm as NIA 

Legal Advisor
Monique Washington 

Trinidad native Hélène 
Lewis has taken the role 
of the Legal Advisor 
to the Nevis Island 
Administration replac-
ing Collin Tyrell who 
served in that position 
for nearly five years, but 
now is moving to anoth-
er government post.

Tyrell has been ap-
pointed the post of 
Special Advisor in the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sports a post 
the Premier of Nevis 
Hon Mark Brantley 
said, “he will bring his 
full knowledge and ex-
pertise to bear to assist 
Minister Eric Evelyn, 
our new Minister of 

Culture Youth and 
Sports.” According to 
her profile Lewis is an 
English qualified law-
yer of more than twen-
ty-five years experience 
who has been practicing 
in the BVI since 1990. 
She is the Founding 
Partner of Simonette 
Lewis a boutique law 
practice that serves as 
BVI legal advisers to 
private banks in Europe 
and Asia as well as to 
private wealth advisers 
and high net worth indi-
viduals onshore

“Lewis’ practice in-
cludes advising on 
property, trust, probate 
and corporate matters 
involving BVI struc-
tures. With her litigation 
partner, she has also 

appeared in several high 
value trust and civil 
litigation matters in the 
Supreme Court of the 
Virgin Islands and the 
OECS Court of Appeal. 

She has presented to 
several conferences on 
Trust, Compliance and 
Corporate issues and is 
a member of the orga-
nizing committee of one 
of the trust industry’s 
most successful confer-
ences – the Society of 
Trust and Estate  (STEP) 
Caribbean Conference 
which she has chaired 
twice in her capacity as 
Chairman of the BVI 
Branch of STEP.

According to Premier 
Brantley,  Lewis though 
native to Trinidad 

and Tobago has 
been married to well 
known Nevisian from 
many  years and serves 
as an expert in Financial 
Services. Lewis’ task 
in the NIA  will be to 

oversee and provide 
guidance to the gov-
ernment on all legal 
matters. 

One of  Lewis’ first ac-
tions as Legal Advisor 

will be to  draft the 
freedom of information 
legislation for consid-
eration by the Cabinet 
before being taken to  
Parliament.
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UK Government Cautions 
Nationals Traveling to SKN

by Loshaun Dixon

Great Britain appar-
ently hasn’t heard that 
the Federation is the 
hot place to be in 2018. 
The United Kingdom 
Government is warning 
its nationals about trav-
eling to St. Kitts and 
Nevis due to another 
rating...its high per cap-
ita murder rate.

The warning says UK 

tourists should at least 
maintain the same 
level of personal secu-
rity awareness as they 
would at home.

But the advisory admits 
that most visits to the 
Federation are trouble-
free, but noted “there 
have been incidents of 
crime including mur-
der, armed robbery and 
sexual assault.”

They warned their 

nationals to make sure 
their accommodation is 
secure as well as being 
careful in isolated ar-
eas. “This also applies 
if you are staying on a 
yacht. Be vigilant at all 
times. Take care when 
walking alone off the 
busy main roads and 
avoid isolated areas, 
including beaches, par-
ticularly after dark.”

The advisory con-
tinued, “Only use 

licensed taxis and take 
particular care at late 
night street parties, 
especially during the 
festival season. Don’t 
carry large amounts of 
cash or jeweler. 

They also issued a cau-
tion for drivers who 
visit the islands as 
well. ”Take care when 
driving on the roads as 
there can be potholes 
and speed bumps. 
Observe the speed 

limits. 

“You should take extra 
care on minor roads 
and in rural areas 
where there are narrow 
roads and blind cor-
ners. Pedestrians often 
walk on the roads and 
indicators are not al-
ways used,” the advi-
sory stated.

“Take extra care when 
driving at night as 
some roads are unlit. 

Road signs and haz-
ards may not be easily 
visible. Don’t stop if 
you’re flagged down 
by pedestrians. Keep 
car doors locked when 
driving,” the gov-
ernment document 
warned.

The Federation ranks 
third behind the USVI 
and Jamaica for mur-
ders in 2017.
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From the Supervisor of Elections. 
Issue 46: The Diaspora

The Attorney General is on record 
as stating that 20% of persons on the 
Register of Voters live overseas.  That, 
in 2018, if the ratio holds, means al-
most 8,800 persons.  The assumption, 
of course, is that these are all nation-
als and citizens of the federation liv-
ing in the diaspora, as opposed to 
all registrants who live abroad- i.e. 
Commonwealth nationals who have 
repatriated. 

This is how the law states it: “a citi-
zen of Saint Christopher and Nevis 
of eighteen years or upwards who 

is ordinarily resident overseas and 
has a domicile in Saint Christopher 
and Nevis…”  How does this work 
operationally?

To have registered, they must have 
applied in person at one of the two 
Electoral Offi ces in the Federation.  
That is the easy part.

The information that is required for 
registration is complicated, and it is up 
to the Assistant Registration Offi cers 
to obtain the necessary details, and up 
to the Registration Offi cers to verify 
the information.  Of course, the gen-
eral public also has a role to ensure 
that the applicant is genuinely eligible 
for registration.

There are three types of overseas 
registrants.  One is the person who 
was registered at the time of migra-
tion. Those persons, once properly 
on the register are not subject to the 
same level of scrutiny, as they are not 
required to advise of their emigra-
tion.  Thus, the Electoral Offi ce will 
have no data on them and this may 
well mean that it is more than 20% of 

voters who are living overseas.

The second type of overseas voter is 
the one, born in the Federation, but 
who migrated before registration.  
This person would be required to give 
the address from which they migrated 
as well as details of the overseas ad-
dress.  If that person had migrated 
years ago, and if the neighbourhood 
has changed, then it becomes more 
diffi cult – but not impossible – to 
verify their details. 

The third overseas voter, is one who 
was born overseas of local parent 
or parents who have claimed their 
citizenship rights.   In this case, upon 
presentation, that applicant must 
register in the place from which the 
parent migrated.  But if both parents 
are nationals, that person, by law, 
must follow the maternal line, even if 
the mother has passed away.   Bear 
in mind though, that citizenship by 
descent can be obtained via grand-
parents. This is the part that requires 
strong investigative skills.

The third is an overseas person who 

gained citizenship by virtue of mar-
riage to a national, also has a right to 
register, and is constrained to register 
wherever the spouse is from.  

But there are twists that may have to 
be considered as we move forward.  
What if the person applying has built 
a home and has lived in it when vis-
iting? How many such visits would 
count, and who will count? Does that 
home constitute domicile?  What if, as 
in the case of some married persons, 
both of whom are nationals/citizens, 
there is a nuptial home?  How much 
time must be spent in the nuptial home 
for it to qualify as the domicil?  Does 
the Offi ce have the right of separation 
of family? And what should happen if 
spouses actually claim separate con-
stituencies?  Do we have a right to 
force them together?

The Attorney General – as the min-
ister for elections – promised public 
consultation on these matters.  These 
consultations would help us ensure 
one man, one vote in the right place 
and fairness to all.  
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ECCB to Embark on 
Digital Currency 

Pilot with Bitt
CARIBBEAN360

The Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
and the Barbados-
based fi ntech company, 

Bitt Inc. today signed 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) 
to conduct a FinTech pi-
lot on blockchain tech-
nology in the ECCB 
member countries.

During the pilot, the 
ECCB will work 
closely with Bitt Inc. 
to develop, deploy and 
test technology which 
focuses on Know 
Your Customer Anti-
Money Laundering 
and Combating the 
Financing of Terrorism 
(KYC/AML/CFT) data 
management, compli-
ance and transaction 
monitoring system. 
This is intended to im-
prove the risk profi le of 
the Eastern Caribbean 
Currency Union 
(ECCU) and mitigate 
against the trend of de-
risking by the region’s 
correspondent banking 
partners.

The pilot will also focus 
on developing a secure, 
resilient digital payment 
and settlement platform 
with embedded regional 
and global compliance; 
and the issuance of a 
digital EC currency 
which will operate 
alongside physical EC 
currency.

Governor of the 
ECCB, Timothy N. J. 
Antoine said this fi n-
tech pilot is part of the 
Bank’s Strategic Plan 
2017-2021.

“The aim of the pilot 
is to ascertain the suit-
ability of blockchain 
technology to help 
boost economic growth 
and competitiveness 
in the region consis-
tent with the ECCB’s 
monetary and fi nancial 
stability objectives. 
Furthermore, as the 
ECCB promotes the 
safety and soundness 
of the fi nancial system 
in the ECCU, it also 
has a responsibility to 

encourage and support 
innovation consistent 
with the Bank’s man-
date to facilitate the 
balanced growth and 
development of mem-
ber countries,” he said. 
“To that end, blockchain 
technology merits our 
attention and consider-
ation at this time.”

The MOU between the 
ECCB and Bitt Inc. 
is the culmination of 
a three-day workshop 
which involved teams 
from the ECCB and 
Bitt Inc. As part of the 
workshop, commercial 
banks in the ECCU 
were invited to a spe-
cial session on the pilot. 
The feedback from the 
banks was the fi rst in a 
series of steps to defi ne 
the functional and non-
functional requirements 
for the pilot project.

“We are proud to col-
laborate with the ECCB 
in the development of 
this pilot study to ex-
plore technological so-
lutions to some of the 
all too real problems 
affecting the region, its 
institutions and most 
importantly its people,” 
said CEO of Bitt Inc., 
Rawdon Adams.

The pilot is due to com-
mence later this year 
and will be conducted 
under the supervision of 
the ECCB, and in con-
trolled environments.

News of this developing 
relationship between 
the ECCB and Bitt 
comes just weeks af-
ter Premier Donaldson 
Romeo of Montserrat 
announced that it was 
the intention of his ad-
ministration to embark 
on its own distinct pilot 
with Bitt. The company 
has also recently made 
headlines following 
its intake of a further 
investment of US$3 
million from one of its 
major shareholders.
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UN Agency Issues Refugee 
Protection Guidance For 

Venezuelans Fleeing Country

CARIBBEAN360

As deepening economic 
woes force thousands of 
Venezuelans to fl ee the 
crisis-gripped country, 
the United Nations yes-
terday issued guidance 
on treating the popula-
tion as “refugees”, while 
the head of the UN 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) warned that the 
outfl ow into neighbour-
ing countries such as 
Colombia constitutes a 
“humanitarian disaster.”

“The movements are 
taking place for a va-
riety of reasons, in-
cluding insecurity and 
violence, lack of food, 
medicine or access to 
essential social ser-
vices as well as loss 
of income,” Aikaterini 
Kitidi, spokesperson 
for the Offi ce of the UN 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), 
told reporters at the 
regular press briefi ng in 
Geneva.

“While not all 
Venezuelans leaving 
are prompted to do so 
for refugee-related rea-
sons, it is becoming 

increasingly clear that, 
while all may not be 
refugees, a signifi cant 
number are in need of in-
ternational protection.”

Since 2014, there has 
been a 2,000 per cent 
increase in the number 
of Venezuelan nationals 
seeking asylum world-
wide, principally in the 
Americas during the 
last year.

While in 2017 over 
94,000 Venezuelans 
have been able to access 
refugee procedures in 
other countries, many 
in need of protection 
opt for other legal stay 
arrangements, which 
may be faster to obtain 
and provide the right to 
work, access to health 
and education.

Yet, hundreds of thou-
sands remain without 
documentation or le-
gal permission to stay 
in asylum countries 
– making them vulner-
able to discrimination, 
traffi cking, sexual abuse 
and xenophobia.

UNHCR’s guidelines 
encourage States to en-
sure Venezuelans have 

access to territory and 
refugee procedures.

“In addition,” Kitidi 
pointed out “UNHCR 
welcomes and calls on 
governments to adopt 
pragmatic protection-
oriented responses for 
the Venezuelan people, 
such as alternative legal 
stay arrangements, in-
cluding visas or tempo-
rary residence permits, 
as well as other regu-
larization programmes, 
which guarantee access 
to the basic rights of 
health care, education, 
family unity, freedom 
of movement, shelter 
and the right to work.”

UNHCR applauds coun-
tries in Latin America 
that have introduced 
such arrangements, and 
hopes that costs and 
requirements are eased, 
where necessary to en-
sure accessibility.

“It is crucial that people 
are not deported or forc-
ibly returned there,” she 
underscored.

While Governments 
in the region have 
been generous in 
their response, host 

communities receiving 
Venezuelans are under 
increasing strain and 
need urgent and robust 
support, to promote 
peaceful coexistence 
and prevent manifesta-
tions of discrimination 
and xenophobia.

“UNHCR is working 
with Governments to 
address the protection 

and basic needs of the 
outfl ow,” she contin-
ued. “Consequently, 
UNHCR has developed 
a regional response plan 
that covers eight coun-
tries and the Caribbean 
sub-region.”

Meanwhile, WFP 
Executive Director 
David Beasley, who is 
in Colombia, said the 

outfl ow of Venezuelans 
into neighbouring coun-
tries constitutes a “hu-
manitarian disaster.”

He said it was cata-
strophic that around 
50,000 people are now 
choosing to cross the 
border each day, just 
at one location – “and 
that’s the legal border 
crossing.”
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Grenada Government Announces 
Gas and Oil Find

CARIBBEAN360

Prime Minister Dr Keith 
Mitchell has announced 
that “signifi cant gas and 
oil” have been found in 
the territorial waters of 
Grenada.

He made the announce-
ment ahead of yester-
day’s general election, 
revealing the discovery 
was made by Russian 
outfi t Global Petroleum 

Group (GPG) which 
has been engaged in 
an exploratory drilling 
campaign.

“After all the head-
aches, one well was 
drilled; there were re-
sults that we wanted 
to confi rm before we 
make a noise,” Mitchell 
said.

“The report said that 
we have found signifi -
cant gas and oil in the 

waters of Grenada in 
one well so far.”

The Prime Minister 
also said there were 
other oil wells which 
offered more exciting 
prospects.

“We have several more 
wells which are even 
more exciting than the 
one they just found. In 
other words, Grenada 
can be a massive sup-
plier of oil and gas,” 

he said. “You know 
what that means for 
your future; it means 
a lot for the future of 

this country.” The main 
opposition National 
Democratic Congress 
(NDC) had dismissed 

Mitchell’s announce-
ment as an election 
gimmick.
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