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PM Announces New 
‘Sustainable Growth 
Fund’ Option for CBI

By Loshaun Dixon

Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis the Hon. 
Dr. Timothy Harris has 
announced a new op-
tion for the Citizenship 
By Invest (CBI) 
Programme that will 
succeed the Hurricane 
relief fund that will ex-
pire at the end of this 
month.

The Hurricane Relief 
Fund that was launched 
in October 2017, to help 
recover from the dam-
ages caused by hurri-
canes Irma and Maria.

According to the PM 
the Hurricane Relief 
Fund has been well re-
ceived by the market 
and has exceeded all ex-
pectations. “A number 
of applications are still 
being processed. We 
said at the time that the 
Hurricane Relief Fund 
was only temporary and 
that it would expire at 
the end of March 2018, 
we are now ready to an-
nounce its successor as 
well as a revised real 
estate offering that will 
further invigorate our 
CBI program.”

Dr. Harris announced 
that the new fund to be 
called ’The Sustainable 
Growth Fund’ will be 
launched. “The new 
fund will invest in 
sustainable areas ben-
efi ting every citizen and 
resident of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. For example, 
healthcare, education, 
alternative energy, 
heritage, infrastructure, 
tourism and culture, 
climate change and 
resilience and the pro-
motion of indigenous 
entrepreneurship,”

Dr. Harris explained 
the new pricing struc-
ture for the new op-
tion. “The Sustainable 
Growth Fund for single 
applicant will require 

a contribution of US 
$150,000 inclusive of 
government fees. The 
Contribution for a fam-
ily of up to four will be 
US $195,000 following 
incremental steps. We 
think that this is an at-
tractive and sustainable 
option.”

The Prime Minister 
also gave changes 
made to the real estate 
option.”We will retain 
the existing real estate 
investment option, at 
US $400,000, plus US 
$75,000 in government 
fees. This investment 
can still be resold after 
fi ve years.
He continued, 
“However, in order to 
attract luxury resort 
developments there is 
now being proposed 
another option where 
real estate offerings that 
require a US $400,000 
investment may attract 
two applicants at US 

$200,000 each, plus 
government fees, but 
this can only be resold 
after seven years. We 
have given favourable 
consideration to the rec-
ommendation by real 
estate developers for 
existing developments 
to qualify for inclusion 
in the new option.”

 PM Harris also noted 
that they a committed to 
keeping the CBI in the 
Federation as the “plati-
num standard”.

“We will maintain our 
very high standards of 
integrity, rigor and ro-
bust due diligence. The 
due diligence standards 
of St. Kitts and Nevis 
are ranked among the 
highest in the world. St. 
Kitts and Nevis is not 
only has the oldest citi-
zenship by investment 
program in the world, 
but the most highly 
regarded,” PM Harris 
said.
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Dr. William Connor Makes It Three Straight
By Loshuan Dixon

For the third straight 
year the Dr. William 
Connor Primary School 
has showcased its 
athletic supremacy, 
running away with 
the Rams Primary 
Championships.

 The school, located in 
West Basseterre, beat 
out 17 other schools 
with a whopping 19 
gold medals, three silver 
and 12 bronze as they 
trounced their nearest 
competition by 11 gold 
medals in a meet held 
over the weekend at the 
Kim Collins Athletic 
Stadium .

Distant in second place 
was the Sandy Point 
Primary School who 
managed to cop eight 
gold medals, 15 sil-
ver and seven Bronze, 
while third went to one 
of the smaller schools in 
the Dieppe Bay Primary 
School winning five 
gold, five silver and 
three bronze.

On the first day of com-
petition the Dr. William 
Connor ended the com-
petition just two gold 
medals ahead of the 
Sandy Point Primary 
School, but had a flurry 
of victories on Sunday 
in front of a near capac-
ity crowd that separated 

them from the pack to 
be crowned champions 
for the third straight 
year.

Leading the charge for 
Dr. William Connor 
were twin sisters Kyema 
and Kyella Rawlins 
who were responsible 
for six of the schools 
gold medals.

Kyema captured gold 
in the girls U-13 
200m,100m, long jump 
as well as bronze in the 
high jump while Kyella  
won gold in the girls 
U-13 400m, 800m and 

1200m.

Speaking with the 
Observer after their 
triumph, sports master 
and head coach of the 
school Julian Philbert 
indicated that this may 
have been their most 
difficult defence. “The 
entire weekend has 
been rewarding because 
this has been one of the 
most difficult and chal-
lenging times defending 
these championships 
throughout the past 
three years but with a 
hard working team we 
were able to pull it off 

in grand style.”

He was questioned as to 
what was the difference 
between his school and 
the others over the past 
three years. His answer, 
“Hard work! We have 
put in the work for the 
past seven years, we 
have been working and 
trying to perfect the art 
and this is just the result 

of the hard work that we 
have been putting in.”

Questioned on what to 
expect for the future a 
cagey Philbert indicated 
that their future plans 
are a secret. “I can’t tell 
you what we are looking 

forward to in the future 
that is a secret but to say 
we are very humble, we 
stride in humility and 
don’t put on any grand 
performance. We con-
gratulate the schools but 
as we continue going 
forward just look out for 
Dr. William Connor.”

Constituency repre-
sentative for West 

Bassterre the Hon. 
Konris Maynard MP 
expressed his delight at 
the school’s triumphant 
victory. “I am very 
proud of the youngsters 
they did an excellent 
job, they won 19 gold 
medals, that is really 

amazing.

He continued, “I am 
glad to have been a part 
of it. We helped to spon-
sor them so they have 
the best accommodation 
for the games instead 
of sleeping on cots we 
contributed for them to 
be in one of the hotels.”

He also hailed the 
teachers of the schools 
for putting the student 
athletes in a position to 
succeed once again at 
the meet.

“The preparation was 
good the teachers did an 
excellent job, the par-
ents were awesome and 
the staff were excellent 
and we did it again!”

He then highlighted 
the importance of har-
nessing the talents of 
young people in the 
Federation. “This is a 
time where we have to 
focus on our youngsters 
based on what is hap-
pening around the coun-
try and where they have 
talent we need to make 
sure we support them in 
every way we can and I 
am very pleased to see 
what they are doing.” 

Maynard also congratu-
lated the school and the 
community. “I want 
to say congrats to the 
school and the commu-
nity and I want to wish 
them all the very best 
next year.”
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Political Season
Just like the temperate world has its four seasons, it seems that we in the 
English-speaking Caribbean have seasons, one of which is the Election 
Season, sometimes called the silly season. This time of year – the first quar-
ter, seems to be that season.

So far in 2018, Grenada has had an election, Antigua & Barbuda’s was on 
Wednesday last and Barbados is expecting to have one soon.  Here, two 
of our last three elections – the NIA in 2013 and the Federal in 2015 were 
held within this period.  And if we are to stick to the five-year rule, our next 
Federal election will fall in this season again.  We will have to wait and see.

But the election date is not the big question weighing on peoples’ minds; 
rather it is what boundaries would be used next election, the traditional ones 
that we are fighting over or the revised ones that were set aside by the Courts 
in 2015?  It is our understanding that if the latter are ever to be used, it will 
be for the upcoming election.

Will that make a difference to the outcome of an election? Possibly, pos-
sibly not. Students of political matters analysed the voting patterns during 
the 2015 elections and statistically determined that the then incumbent party 
would have lost the government. But the then incumbent party in govern-
ment pinned his loss solely on two charter flights that went awry.  The truth 
may be somewhere in between.

The forces at play for the next election may also be different.  A major force 
will hinge on a matter that is now before the Courts.  That matter will deter-
mine who will spiritually, politically and financially lead the St. Kitts Nevis 
Labour Party.  The party-in-government may get an opportunity to deter-
mine whether to conduct a by-election or go big.  That, too, may be a factor.

A third factor may be how the players line up.  There are rumours of align-
ments and re-alignments, of foes becoming friends and friends becoming 
foes. Politics has ceased to be a linear subject: it has become convoluted. 
Politics, as the saying goes, is making some very strange bedfellows!

As we conclude this editorial piece, we want to compliment the govern-
ment and people of Grenada and Antigua & Barbuda.  We want to single out 
Grenada, especially, with its government that is almost “gender balanced”, 
a first in the region. We pray that these women would usher in a kinder, 
gentler government rather than the type of behavior we have seen here from 
our womenfolk in recent times.  The Grenada experience may determine 
whether the United Nations is right or not in its proposals for more women 
in politics!

EDITORIAL
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MBA/MBM
Exceptional value — earn an 
accredited UK MBA or MBM for under 
US$10,000 • Can be completed in 18 
months • Specialisations: Banking, 
Entrepreneurship, Events, Finance, 
Health Management, Hospitality 
& Tourism, HRM, Info. Systems, 
Leadership & Innovation, Logistics & 
Supply Chain Management, Marketing & 
Sales, Project Management • Option to 
earn both an MBA and MBM in under 24 
months

www.seidegrees.com
Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA 

• Tel +1 239 444 4399 • Fax +1 239 444 4398 • info@SEIdegrees.com

Free 

Apple iPad 

Mini 4 

(Conditions 

apply)

APPLY NOW FOR MAY 2018 TRIMESTER

100% FLEXIBLE
100% ONLINE  

100% RELEVANT

Top 10 
UK University 

(Graduate Employability)

Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office: 27499 Riverview Center Blvd., Suite 223, Bonita Springs, Florida 34134, USA Regional Office:

No. 1 

in the UK 
for Value-added

(The Guardian, 2017)

BA Business Management (Top-up)

BA Business & Enterprise (Top-up)

BA Sales Management (Top-up) 
Final Year Entry to holders of Associate Degree and/or Diploma

Specialisms: Marketing, Finance and HRM

BSc Nursing Studies (Top-up)

PG Cert. Learning and Teaching

The Edinburgh Doctorate 

in Business Administration 

(DBA) Regional workshops conducted by 

Edinburgh Faculty

MSc HRM (SHRM Recognised)

MSc Data Science

MSc Construction Project

 Management (RICS and ICE accredited)

MSc Transport Planning and  

 Engineering

MSc Health and Social Care

Cambridge,Grant and 2010
Analysis By Kenneth 
Williams

When during the 
2010 federal election 
campaign it became 
public knowledge 
that then leader of 
The People’s Action 
Movemen t ,L indsey 
Grant was offered a 
bribe by a Labour Party 
operative under the 
guise of being a poten-
tial investor who want-
ed to invest in St.Kitts 
under a People’s 
Auction movement 
gove rnmen t ,peop le 
in St.Kitts and Nevis 
thought that it was a 
hurriedly  put together 
scheme by a simple 
Labour consultant.

Maids at the St.Kitts 
Marriott were alarmed 
when they observed  
Lindsley Grant leav-
ing a suite which they 
knew to be occupied 
by the leader of the 
Labour Party.They 

began reporting what 
they have witnessed 
to People’s Action 
Movement stalwarts 
“Something is up,they.
exclaimed  as they re-
ported what they wit-
nessed with their own 
eyes.’The leader of Pam 
having a Private and se-
cretive meeting with the 
Leader of the St.Kitts 
,Nevis Labour party? 
Unheard of!

As party loyalist began 
to confront Grant,Grant 
realised that he had 
been had.The potential 
investor with whom he 
had met in a fancy suite 
at the Marriott was no 
investor at all.He was 
one of a couple of men 
hired by Dr.Douglas to 
help with the election 
campaign.

The People’s Action 
Movement was gaining 
strength and could have 
picked up enough seats 
to at least deny Labour 
an outright majority. All 

indications were that 
St.Kitts could return to 
a 4,4 split Labour win-
ning 4 seats and PAM 
winning four seat and 
the Concerned Citizen 
Movement in Nevis 
would join PAM and 
labour would be kicked 
out of offi ce.PAM ap-
peared to be gaining 
momentum.

Douglas was scared.His 
mind bending consul-
tants would have to save 
the day.So the plan was 
hatched and Grant took 
the bait,Not only did he 
agree to receive the 1 
Million pound sterling 
but he provided an off-
shore bank account to 
send it to. Lindsley’s 
goose was cooked.

Even with this scandal 
PAM came very close 
.Grant lost by a mere 29 
votes. 

Douglas’ mind bend-
ers were Strategic 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 

Laboratories, a private 
British behavioural 
research and strategic 
communication com-
pany who has gained 
public recognition 
in The United States 
through its affi liated 
corporation Cambridge 

Analytica performs data 
mining and data analy-
sis on its audience.They 
are being accused of us-
ing Facebook to gather 
information which may 
have helped the Trump 
campaign during the 
2016 United States 

presidential campaign.

Douglas had a differ-
ent ace in the hole for 
the 2015 campaign.He 
didn’t use SCL much 
but instead he changed 
the electoral boundar-
ies to overwhelmingly 
favor his Labour candi-
dates at the last minute 
but the London based 
Privy Council ruled 
against such a change so 
The Labour Party lost 
the election.

With more than half a bil-
lion eastern Caribbean $ 
,Labour will pull out all 
of the stops for 2020 but 
some say Cambridge 
Analytica is already 
at work bending 
minds.Many accuse 
Cambridge of the many 
fake news stories put 
out in various regional 
and international publi-
cations .

The battle for St.Kitts 
and Nevis government 
is well on it’s way.
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Legalize Weed? Marijuana 
Commission to Seek Public Opinion

By Loshaun Dixon

Should Marijuana be 
legal? The Marijuana 
Commission in St. 
Kitts and Nevis will be 
seeking public opinion 
regarding the the plant 
and its popularity in the 
Federation by hosting a 
series of town hall meet-
ings to sample reaction.

The meetings will be 
run by the Head of the 
Marijuana Commission 
(NMC) and Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO), 
Dr. Hazel Laws

Dr. Laws identified 
what his group is try-
ing to achieve from the 
public consultation. She 
said, “One, to ascertain 
the position of the peo-
ple of the Federation on 
the controversial issues 
surrounding marijuana 

use through a series of 
consultative meetings, 
and two, to conduct a 
national survey to as-
certain the prevalence 
of use of marijuana in 

the Federation. 

She continued, “So in 
the coming weeks, the 
National Marijuana 
Commission will be 

hosting a series of town 
hall meetings in each 
health district in the 
Federation. At each town 
hall meeting, the latest 
information regarding 
the medical, economic, 
and social implications 
of marijuana use will 
be presented to the peo-
ple and citizens of the 
Federation, and you will 
be given an opportunity 
to share with the com-
mission your position on 
this controversial topic” 

Dr. Laws added the 
NMC hopes to “conduct 
a situational analysis, 
and explore the latest 
evidence regarding the 
legal, medical, social, 
economic and religious 
implications of the use 
and abuse of marijuana 
and its derivatives.” 

She also indicated that 
the NMC is aiming, to 
engage all the people 
of the Federation in the 
town hall meetings, fo-
cus groups and discus-
sions. “To share the facts 
and ascertain their posi-
tion on the complex is-
sues of marijuana use…
to  interface with the 
CARICOM Marijuana 
Commission (CMC)… 
and to develop a final 
report to inform relevant 
policy decisions regard-
ing marijuana or canna-
bis setiva, which is still 

a schedule one drug or 
substance.” 

The CMO added that 
the commission will be 
conducting a survey to 
determine the preva-
lence of use of mari-
juana. “The National 
Marijuana Commission 
in collaboration with the 
Department of Statistics, 
Ministry of Sustainable 
Development will be 
conducting a National 
Survey on the preva-
lence of use of marijuana 
in St. Kitts and Nevis.”

She explained that the 
justification for this, is 
that the study will pro-
vide essential informa-
tion that will inform 
about the scale of use of 
marijuana. “In the com-
ing weeks, data collector 
will be coming into all 
the health districts; invit-
ing a number of persons 
to participate in this sur-
vey. The data collector 
will request a few min-
utes of your time to com-
plete a short questioner 
which is anonymous.

 “In other words, your 
name will not be record-
ed on the questioner. No 
one will be able to link 
you to the questioner 
that you completed. 
Your participation in 
this survey is volun-
tary. The objective of 

this research project, 
and I repeat, is to de-
termine how much of 
the population uses this 
controversial substance 
known as marijuana or 
cannabis setiva,” the 
CMO stated.

Speaking on the matter 
on radio over the week-
end former CMO Dr. 
Patrick Martin indicated 
that the Federation can 
benefit financially from 
the decriminalization of 
the drug.

“We should turn mari-
juana into a produc-
tive sector rather than 
spending EC $75 mil-
lion chasing it from our 
criminal justice stand-
point. The chasing of 
marijuana from a crimi-
nal justice standpoint 
is not cost effective, 
it is causing too much 
tension between the se-
curity services and the 
community, and people 
in the community.”

He added that marijuana 
has been ingrained in the 
culture of St. Kitts and 
Nevis with thousands 
of individuals using the 
plant. “Marijuana is not 
controversial, it is part 
of the culture since the 
1960’s. The number of 
persons using marijuana 
in this country is in the 
thousands and the popu-
lation is 55,000.” 

Dr. Martin admitted 
that the drug does have 
it positive and negative 
effects but called for the 
decriminalization for 
the positive uses. “The 
dose is what matters, 
and science is what will 
help us to determine the 
dose. Spiritual and me-
dicinal use of marijuana 
is to be decriminalized.”

The Rastafarian com-
munity in St. Kitts and 
Nevis has been cham-
pioning the call for the 
decriminalization of the 
drug for years as they 
often use it as spiritual 
meditation.
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Full Steam Ahead for Rich 
Nevis Geothermal Wells

by Monique Washington

It’s full steam ahead for 
the Nevis geothermal 
project with Premier 
Mark Brantley applaud-
ing the positive analysis 
done by GeothermEX 
which predicts a world 
beating power source 
potential.

“Our long awaited geo-
thermal project has just 
received an excellent re-
view from the analysis 
done by GeothermEX. 
While we await the of-
ficial final report, I am 
being told that the geo-
thermal resource inN-
evis is among the top 
6 in the entire world. 
Nevisians have been 
asking for more for-
eign direct investment. 
Geothermal energy has 
the potential to revolu-
tionize our island and 

its economy. Let us be-
encouraged. Something 
good is happening 
in Nevis,” Premier 
Brantley said.

The Nevis geothermal 

exploration work is said 
to be “tough project” 
according to the project 
Chief Executive Bruce 
Cutright.  But  he sees 
enough potential to 
make is commercially 

viable.

Geothermal exploration 
began more than a de-
cade ago under the Nevis 
Reformation Party. 
After the Concerned 

Citizen Movement won 
the NIA election a new 
company was hired 
to explore geothermal 
potential. 

“ We know the people 
of Nevis have been 
waiting 10 years to see 
this flow rate behind us. 
This will transform the 
island. This is the most 
exciting test that you 
can imagine .The steam 
is flowing at a rate that 
demonstrates to us that 
this is a commercial 
scale geothermal reser-
voir that Is beneath the 
island of Nevis. This 
will supply the electri-
cal needs for the entire 
island,” he said. 

The Nevis Renewable 
Energy International 
NREI, the company 
contracted to ex-
plore geothermal in 
Nevis, has contracted 

GeothermEX to test the 
status of the geothermal 
well at Hamilton. They 
provide well testing 
services, including de-
signing well tests and 
specifying instrumenta-
tion requirements.

Robert Stacy, senior 
reservoir engineer for 
GeothermEX , said 
plenty of energy has 
gone into this project 
of tapping the steam 
and water from the 
reservoirs.  

“The resource so far 
looks very promising. 
High temperatures at 
the resource, commer-
cial grade to produce 
power. We are prepar-
ing to go in a measure 
those to quantify how 
much resource it is and 
how best to develop the 
resource here,” he said. 
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT

Cashier Needed

VACANCY

One Wood Work Person

Contact: 668-3611/668-1514

VACANCY

One Cook & Server

Telephone:469-5817

VACANCY 

One Carpenter needed

Telephone : 469-2366

Suzette’s Leather Creations & Gifts
NEEDED

One Shoe Maker & One Labourer
Contact: 661-8589

Wanted One Domestic Worker
Interested Persons 

Are Asked To Contact: 664-9132

VACANCY
R.S.J Enterprise

Sale Clerk , Cashier & Technician
P O Box 638, Nevis

Help Wanted

Bar Assistance

Telephone: 765-0909

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District 

To the Superintendent of Police.

I, Norma Hanley Pemberton

Now residing in Robin Street in the town 
or village of Basseterre  do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention on 3rd Day of April 
2018 tapply  next to the District Magistrate 

At Bassetere  for a Wholesale  Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in RLB INTL. Airport  Street in 
Basseterre

Dated this 21 day of March, 2018.

Signed: M Pemberton

LIQUOR LICENCES 

ORDINANCE, 1906

SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District ‘’C’’

To the Superintendent of Police.

I Stephen Moore

Now residing in Rices Street in the town or 
village of Gingerland do hereby give you 
notice 

That it is my intention to apply on  Friday 
16th Day of March 2018  next to the 
District Magistrate 

At Charlestown  for a Retail Liquor 
Licence in respect of my 

Premises in  Church Ground Street in St. 
John’s Parish

Dated this 16th day of March, 2018.

Signed: SMoore

Vacancy

One Farm Worker

Contact:669-6094

Vacancy
Carpenter Needed

Cotton Ground Village , Nevis
Contact: 667-9182/764-2621

Vacancy
Chirianela Bar 

Government Road
Contact: 665-4613

Zumi Auto Services 
Vacancy

Two welders
Call 662 7504

Vacancy
Jamaican Chef

One Stop Bar
664-2783

Zoe Sensational Life
VACANCY

Occupational Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor & Organic Pastry Baker

Contact: 660-3647

VACANCY
New adventure tour company seeks

           Tour Leader/Manager
    Reply: info@ebikestkitts.com

Vacancy
Smart Electronics
Managing Director

20 years experience
Ability to complete day to day activities & manage 

sales team. Call 466 4271

Wanted 
Domestic Worker/Child Caretaker

667 - 4442

Vacancy
Sales representative 

Working hours: 9am - 5pm
Must be able.to work sundays/

when ship on port
Apply to: i love st kitts

Bldg 35, store 101 port zante
Basseterre st kitts

Email: skbinfo@yahoo.com

Smart electronics
Vacancy

Laptop/ cellphone technicians 
5 years experience & Fluent in hindi

Call 466-4271

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

Needs One Trademan
Contact: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Paola Fishing Enterprise

One Worker
Contact: 661-9419

Vacancy
Paradise Pool Service

One Pool Cleaner
Four Years Experience 

Contact: 760-3959

Vacancy 
James Construction

One Mason
Contact: 669-7971

Vacancy
Gracia Snackette

One Bartender
Contact:663-8804

Vacancy
Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender
Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Smart Choice Construction

One Carpenter
Tel: 665-2443

Vacancy 
Move & Go Construction

Needs a Tileman
Contact: 669-5616

House For Rent
3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms

Hot & Cold Water, Fully Furnish,
Call:469-5723 664-3077 665-1025

Vacancy

Charlie’s Bar & Pool Room

Needs One Bartender

Contact: 665-2268

Vacancy
Century Maritime LTD
Fulltime Accountant

Fulltime Marketing Executive
Contact:665-9167

Shalmas Fashions
VACANCY

Tailor 4 Years Experience
Contact:663-3811

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control

Needs Service Technician
 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control

Needs Service Technician
 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Carribbean Pest Control
Administrative Assistant

 Contact: 760-1879

Vacancy
Wanted One Cook

 Up Town Pizza
Contact:661-1940

Vacancy
CJ’s Electrical Services is seeking 

(1) one Electrician
Contact: 1-869-662-9353

VACANCY:Manager at Karma Asian cuisine.
Requirement: Manage Indian restaurant, 
have a knowledge of spices, a person can 

speak Hindi as well.
Contact: Bunty, 1869-763-9721

Apartment for Rent.

2 bedroom  1 1/2 bathrooms + study area 

located near Charlestown

Call:664-5232

Vacancy
The Hermitage Inn

Senior House Keeper with Experience
and Supervisory Skills

Contact: 469-3477

Vacancy
Platinum Work

One Worker Experience in 
Technical Winding Electric motor

Tele: 660-3740



The St.Kitts Nevis Observer - Friday March 23rd, 2018 LOCAL NEWSPage:10

Butlers, Bricklin Residence Observe 
World Water Day Without Water

By Monique Washington 

Residents of Butlers 
and Bricklin villages on 
Nevis never dreamed 
they would actually be 
celebrating World Water 
Day without any water. 
But that exactly the case 

and has  been thee past 
week.

Mechanical issues to 
a water pump is said 
to be the  cause of un-
scheduled water out-
ages in the two villages 
and residence are not 
happy with that and also 

lack of communica-
tion by offi cials at the 
department.

This is in stark contrast 
to a statement what 
the Nevis Government 
claims. The Hon 
Spencer Brand, minister 
in the Nevis Ministry 

of Water Services in 
the Nevis claimed that 
based on the projects, 
programmes and ac-
tivities implemented 
“so far and our agenda 
in improving water re-
source management and 
the water services, we 
can safely state that the 

NIA is well on its way 
to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 
– ensuring availability 
and sustainable man-
agement of water and 
sanitation for all by 
2030”

One Butlers residents 
told the Observer that 
when they arrived 
home on Tuesday they 
were welcomed with 
no running water. With 
no warning, the fol-
lowing morning came 
and still no water. On 
Wednesday the water 
returned during work-
ing hours but just for 
minutes.

The Water Department, 
through a notice apolo-
gized to the residents 
of Butlers, Bricklin and 
the surrounding areas 
for the disruptions in 
the water supply over 
the past two weeks and 
also apologized for the 
lack of communication 

“ We also apologize 
for the lack of commu-
nication to the public 
in regards to the issue.
The NWD is currently 
facing mechanical is-
sues with the pump,” 
the notice reads

The water disruptions 
come a week after the 
announcement of an 
island wide increase of 
the water rates for both 
residential and commer-
cial customers. Nevis 
Water Department is 

currently in the fi nal 
phase of a $20million 
Caribbean Development 
Bank, CDB loan for 
Nevis Water Supply 
Enhancement Project a 
project that is to develop 
an effi cient, sustainable 
and adequate supply 
of potable water on  of 
Nevis by enhancing the 
water supply network 
capacity; building ca-
pacity; and strengthen-
ing the institutional and 
legislative management 
of the water resources.

According to the 
Premier of Nevis Hon 
mark Brantley, after  re-
viewing the existing 
water rates they will 
need bring them in line 
with the cost of upgrad-
ing the water supply and 
distribution system. He 
noted that as part of the 
conditions negotiated 
in  of the CDB loan an 
approval was granted 
for a 30 percent increase 
in water rates across all 
sectors

Last week the man-
ager of the Water 
Department, Roger 
Hanley announced that 
the increase will take 
effect as of April 1.

According to the notice 
from the NWD techni-
cians are working “fe-
verishly” to rectify the 
problem and should 
have the issue resolved 
by Friday March 23rd. 
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Archeologist research to help 
Charlestown in UNESCO bid

Charlestown, Nevis is 
seeking to become a 
UN World Heritage site 
and Canadian archae-
ologist Professor Neil 
Ferris of the University 
of Western Ontario is 
conducting a lengthy 
research project into the 
town’s history to help it 
in its quest..

Professor Ferris is cen-
tering his research on 
the Bath Village in a 
project that might  last 
up to four years. The 
goal will be the in-
scription as a United 
Nations Educational, 
Scientifi c and Cultural 
Organization, UNESCO 
World Heritage Site.

Prof. Ferris spoke with 
the Observer and noted 
that he is here to explore 
and test a number of  ar-
chaeological sites  with 
the idea of examining 

the history and heri-
tage of the lower Bath 
Stream  beginning with 
the spring and the Bath 
Hotel. He said  both his-
torical sites are connect-
ed to each other very 
“intimately” and yet 
they contest each other  
over time. He added that 
his research will spread 
down to Forth Charles  
and the Gallows Bay.

“What I am hoping to 
be able to provide to 
that (In UNESCO bid) 
is another layer to the 
story (of Charlestown) 
that is going to go with 
their application on the 
archaeological heritage 
of this area,” he said.

So, how did he come 
to Nevis? “Last year I 
received a small pot of 
money to explore the 
idea of doing research 
in Nevis and would 

allow me to come down 
for about ten days to 
meet with folks to talk 
with folks and explore 
the ground around the 
Bath Springs and the 

Bath House Hotel. That 
was very successful and 
I  was able to apply for 
a larger grant this year 
that led me to under-
take a four week project  
which include archival 
research  as well as ar-
chaeological testing that 
we have done,” he said. 

He pointed out that last 
year he was accompa-
nied by his wife ,broth-
er- in –law, sister-in-law  
and a very close friend  
who is a professional  
commercial archae-
ologist who has his own 
company in Canada Phil 
Woodley.

He explained what the 

research includes. “We 
are walking the surface 
and collecting artifacts’. 
Artifacts that are diag-
nostic to a particular a 
time period. So when 
we talk about the last 
300 years we are mostly 
focusing on ceramic 
because we know that 
industry we know how 
people made ceramic. 
We know how fashion 
came and went,” He 
said.

Continuing he said that 
in addition to the sur-
face survey “I was do-
ing a ground penetrating 
radar survey. We had a 
machine the fi rst week 
where we were here and 

dragging it along the 
ground throwing radar 
into the ground to look 
for things like house 
walls, buried structures 
,buried features.”

He said that when he 
returns to Canada this 
project will be pitched 
to Federal Government 
Research Funding body 
to undertake the contin-
ued research. 

He noted that all ar-
chaeological items 
found are stored with 
the Nevis Historical and 
Conservation Society. 
When questioned about 
exploring other parts 
of the island he said  
other archaeologists are 
conducting  research at 
other sites on the island 
but if asked he will join 
them.

Ferris said “the heri-
tage of Nevis is really 
rich and the community 
knows it from the oral 
traditions and the in-
tangible heritage. The 
archaeological heritage 
is giving us a chance to 
connect that and make 
that even richer. I am 
interested in exploring 
stories the community.”

Ferris concluded say-
ing that in Bath Village 
“there is a story to tell 
there that I would love 
to be able  tell.”
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DOA Embraces Aquaponics
By Monique Washington 

Aquaponics, the process of 
growing plants in water with 
fish waste, will be on trial in 
Nevis with the Department of 
Agriculture currently adapt-
ing ways to ensure food se-
curity and has introduced it to 
the farming community.

The department held the 24th 
edition of the Department of 
Agriculture Open day March 
22-23 at the Villa Grounds, 
in Charlestown. The two day 
event was held under the 
theme ‘Building Resilience 
through Climate Change for 
Food and Nutrient Security’. 

The event was held under the 
patronage of DOA livestock 
farmer Eugene Maynard.

According to The Aquaponics 
Source “Aquaponics is the 
combination of aquacul-
ture (raising fish) and hy-
droponics (the soil-less 
growing of plants) that 
grows fish and plants to-
gether in one integrated sys-
tem. The fish waste provides 
an organic food source for 
the plants, and the plants nat-
urally filter the water for the 
fish. The third participants 
are microbes (nutrifying bac-
teria). These bacteria con-
vert ammonia from the fish 
waste first into nitrites, and 

then into nitrates.  Nitrates 
are the form of nitrogen that 
plants can uptake and use 
to grow.  Solid fish waste is 
turned into overoptimistic 
that also acts as food for the 
plants”.

It says that by combining 
both hydroponic and aqua-
culture systems, quadra-
phonic capitalizes on their 
benefits, and eliminates the 
drawbacks of each.

Speaking at the event, 
Minister with responsi-
bility of Agriculture Hon 
Alexis Jeffers said that for 
the first time in Nevis the 
department is practicing 

quadraphonic. “At the 
Department of Agriculture 
we are finding ways and 
means that we are practic-
ing climate smart agricul-
ture. Based on the theme 
that we are using for this 
particular event, Building 
Resilience Through 
Climate Change for Food 
and Nutrient Security, we 
have to continue doing all 
the things necessary to en-
sure that  what we are expe-
riencing these days , hotter 
climates, longer draught 
periods, 

“We are doing the right 
things, at the right time to 
ensure that we are securing 

our self for the future,” 
Minister Jeffers said.

Jeffers said that though we 
should find ways and ways 
of practicing food security 
we should also focus on the 
nutritional value as well.

“ We should not only con-
centrate on food security 
but nutritional  security 
as well is important. The 
food that we consume, the 
food that our children con-
sume has to be wholesome 
enough to ensure that we 
creating healthy lives and 
healthy lifestyle here on the 
island of Nevis,” he said.
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Inter-

Primary’s 
‘Biggest Fan’ 
competition

By Monique Washington 

The Department of Youth and Sports has launched 
a video competition dubbed “Biggest Fan.’ which 
is aimed at encouraging students to represent their 
schools heading into the 2018 Gulf Insurance 
Sponsored InterPrimary Sports meet.

The sports meet will be held under the patronage of 
athletes Jamal Hamilton and LaToya Jones, former 
students of the St. Thomas Primary School, and will 
be held for the fi rst time and the recently built IAAF 
Mondo Track at Long Point on March 28 at 12pm.

Prospective participants of the “Biggest Fan 
Competition” are asked to post a 30 seconds video 
representing their school in a creative way that can 
help bring the awareness to  sports via Facebook or 
Instagram. When posting the video add (hashtag) 
#Nevisinterprimay2018 along with (hashtag) 
#biggestfan along with the name of school being 
represented.

The video with the most likes will have the creator 
of the video receiving a V.I.P pass for InterPrimary 
2018, while the video with the second most likes will 
receive two complimentary passes. The person with 
the third most likes will receive one complimentary 
pass for the event. The competition ends 25th March 
and the winners will be announced the following 
day.

The sports meet had races in the 800 meters; 200; 
400; 1200; 60; 100; 4X100 and 4X400 meters events.  
This year these events will be run on an International 
Association of Athletics Federations a Class 2 
Facility. It can host any international athletic event 
sanctioned by the IAAF,  the governing body for 
athletics worldwide. The facility can host anything 
except the Olympic games or a world championship

The MONDO Track was built by LEFCO 
Construction Company and Surrey Paving and cost 
an estimated EC $10 million.
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Sweet & Savory Bistro 
and The Culinary Studio 
assures delectable food 

and culinary training
SoraCommunications

Are sugary treats a fa-
vourite, or feeling to eat 
something sharp and 
salty or even sensation-
ally spicy leaving a tasty 
tingle on the tongue? 

Sweet & Savory Bistro 
at the Royal Plaza is the 
place to frequent whether 
it is for Breakfast, Lunch 
or Dinner. Open between 
the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 
10:00 p.m., there are nu-
merous opportunities dur-
ing the day and evening to 

satisfy any craving.

The Bistro sits next to The 
Culinary Studio that can 
be described as a virtual 
food laboratory churn-
ing out delicious treats 
for discerning customers. 
In the very near future, 

the Culinary Studio will 
be offering cooking and 
baking classes for anyone 
willing to explore the cu-
linary arts whether it be 
for fun or to expand em-
ployment prospects.

Owned by Stephanie 
Naraindas and her busi-
ness partner Ricky 
Sewlani, Sweet & Savory 
Bistro and The Culinary 
Studio is the fi rst of its 
kind, creating a multi-
faceted experience by 
merging a bistro atmo-
sphere with a learning 
environment.

“Baking, particularly 
working with pastry, has 
always been a passion. 
When I moved to St. Kitts 
in 2012, I found that it was 
a very pleasant way to oc-
cupy my time.” Stephanie 
modestly said, noting that 
for her baking began as a 
hobby. “My friends liked 
what I was creating, and 
encouraged me to upload 
the pictures on facebook; 
and so an accidental busi-
ness blossomed out of my 
home as the word spread. 
As my entire kitchen and 
living room overfl owed 
with cake supplies, I be-
gan seriously considering 
fi nding a new location.”
Stephanie is a graphic 
designer by training and 
she brings that experience 
to her culinary creations, 
including free-hand craft-
ed children’s character 
cakes, fondant-molded 
fi gurines of customers 
and hanging upside-down 
wedding cakes. She was 
featured along with her 
creations in the St. Kitts 
and Nevis 2016 Visitor 
Magazine.

A native of Curacao, 
Stephanie has managed 
to create a Western yet 
Caribbean feel to her es-
tablishment. Favourite 
dishes include johnny 

cake and saltfi sh with 
bush tea for breakfast, 
and customizable power 
bowls for lunch. The 
crowd pleaser for dinner 
has been her brother’s 
stewed mutton and the 
show-stopping fl ying 
red snapper to which a 
particularly modern twist 
is added. Other culinary 
delights include freshly 
baked pastries and breads, 

including gluten-free and 
vegan options.

Sweet & Savory Bistro 
and the Culinary Institute 
is a refl ection of the 
lifestyle of Stephanie 
Naraindas, she believes 
that “life should be en-
joyed in balance … a 
little sweet and a little 
savory.”
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Village scene: It is the PLP’s Second 
National Convention shaping up nicely

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

A large tent that was set 
up on Sunday March 
18 on the Patsy Allers 
Playing field in the 
Village area of West 
Basseterre is attracting 
quite some attention. 
Excitement is building 
up as the Peoples Labour 
Party (PLP) readies it-
self to hold its second 
National Convention 
on Saturday March 24.

The Peoples Labour 
Party, a constituent 
member of the Team 
Unity Government that 
is led by Prime Minister 
Dr the Hon Timothy 
Harris, whose mantra is 
‘Putting People First’ is 
advancing the tradition 
it ably established last 
year by being the first 
national political party 
to hold its convention 
in rural St. Kitts when 
Tabernacle Village was 
the venue.

This time round, the 
PLP is going back 
to the people with 
its Second Annual 
National Convention 
being held in West 
Basseterre where a 
bumper attendance is 
expected based on the 
interest it is creating in 

the Village area with 
the huge tent drawing 
such a massive atten-
tion among the adults 
and school children.

The Peoples Labour 
Party National 
Executive met on 
Tuesday March 20 at 
the St. Kitts Marriott 
Resort, where finer de-
tails of the convention 

were ironed out. In 
attendance were the 
National Political 
Leader, Dr the Hon 
Timothy Harris; the 
Deputy National 
Political Leader, 
Senator the Hon Akilah 
Byron-Nisbett; and 
National Secretary 
Ms Myrtilla Williams. 
All PLP Constituency 
Branches were 

represented at the 
meeting. The meet-
ing was chaired by 
National Chairman 
Mr Warren Thompson 
who said that prepara-
tions are at a very ad-
vanced stage, and that 
all PLP Constituency 
Branches have for-
warded the lists of their 
delegates. According 
to Mr Thompson, the 

convention will be 
much bigger than the 
one hosted last year as 
the party now has more 
paid up members.

Giving reports at the 
meeting were Mr 
Antonio Maynard who 
is the Chairperson of the 
PLP Public Relations 
and Media Committee; 
Ms Jacqueline Prentice 

who heads the PLP 
Protocol Desk; and 
Mr Christophe Greaux 
who represented the 
PLP 2018 Convention 
Grounds Committee.

According to the PLP 
Secretariat the con-
vention, which comes 
exactly one year after 
the inaugural one that 
was held on March 
25 last year, will see 
pre-convention events 
starting at 12:00 
noon on Saturday 
March 24. All guests 
are expected to be 
seated by 1:30 p.m. in 
preparation for the of-
ficial start time of 2 
p.m. with the public 
session. Private ses-
sion will commence as 
from 4:00 p.m.

Expected to attend the 
convention are po-
litical leaders of the 
other constituent par-
ties in the Team Unity 
Government, namely 
the People’s Action 
Movement (PAM), 
and the Nevis-based 
Concerned Citizen’s 
Movement (CCM). 
Names of overseas 
guests who have been 
lined-up to grace the 
auspicious event will 
be announced closer to 
the convention.

PLP National Executive members after the meeting. National Political Leader Dr the Hon Timothy Harris 
is in the Centre. National Chairman Mr Warren Thompson is on the right.

PLP National Executive meeting, from right: Dr the Hon Timothy Harris, Ms Myr-
tilla Williams, Mr Warren Thompson, and Senator the Hon Akilah Byron-Nisbett

School children from the Dr William Connor Primary School rushing to the 
tent on Patsy Allers Playing field during their break time
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Federation’s Honorary Consul in Ontario 
contributes to the care of senior citizens

(PLP PR Media Inc.)

Prime Minister Dr the 
Hon Timothy Harris 
says his government is 
actively engaged in the 
constructive engage-
ment of senior citizens, 
and is heartened by 
the contribution of the 
Federation’s Honorary 
Consul in Ontario, 
Canada, Dr Winston 
Isaac who has intro-
duced to the country the 
expertise of a geriatric 
practitioner.

Dr Isaac, who left the 
Federation on Saturday 
March 17 after a one-
week visit, was ac-
companied by Dr 
Samir Sinha who is the 
Director of Geriatrics 
at the Mount Sinai and 
the University Health 
Network Hospitals 
in Toronto, and also 
the Government of 
Ontario’s Lead for 
Seniors.

“The reason that I got 
Dr Sinha down here is 
to help and promote the 
care of the elderly. It is 
his interest area,” ex-
plained Dr Isaac. “It is a 
growing area of interest 
and I thought St. Kitts 
and Nevis can do with 
his expertise. He kind-

ly consented to come 
down with me on his 
own - this is not cost-
ing the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis any 
money. I have a house 

here, so he is staying at 
my place.”

On the fi nal day before 
returning to Canada the 
two met and briefed 
Prime Minister Harris 
who later told this 
media: “Dr Isaac ex-
emplifi es what we are 
attempting to do with 
our diasporic commu-
nity - to see them as 
a critical asset in our 
programme for nation 
building. In that regard 
we want more persons 
to follow that and to 
bring their talents, their 
experiences, their net-
works out there in help-
ing us address areas of 
need in the country.”

Dr Winston Isaac, who 
has held the position of 
Honorary Consul, at the 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis Consulate in 
Toronto, Ontario, for 
the last 16 months, is an 
academic, a health ser-
vice manager, a profes-
sor of Health Services 
Management, and a 
Health Policy Analyst, 
while Dr Samir Sinha is 
a geriatrician, specialis-
ing in the care of older 
persons, and both are 
interested in healthcare.

They had a packed pro-
gramme in the week 

they were in St. Kitts, 
and had appointments 
with among others 
Health Minister the 
Hon Wendy Phipps, 
the Chief Medical 

Offi cer Dr Hazel 
Laws, and the Acting 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Social 
Services Mrs Janelle 
Lewis. Dr Sinha also 
held a public lecture at 
the University Centre, 
UWI Open Campus, 
for general public, 
and had meetings with 
physicians, healthcare 
workers, and healthcare 
nurses. They met Prime 
Minister Harris on the 
last day of their visit.

“The Prime Minister 
is very ecstatic about 

having this opportu-
nity and having me 
provide a good contact 
to St. Kitts and Nevis 
in the area of geriatrics 
and in the care of the 

aging population,” said 
Dr Isaac. “The Prime 
Minister is aware that this 
is an important aspect 
that needs attention, and 

should be supported.”

He concluded by saying, 
“I would say that I feel 
very positive that Prime 

Minister is glad that I took 
this initiative to bring Dr 
Sinha to St. Kitts and that 
his expertise could be 
tapped into.”

Prime Minister Dr Harris (right) when he held a breakfast meeting with Dr 
Winston Isaac and Dr Samir Sinha

Dr Samir Sinha pictured with nurses and health workers at the JNF Hospital during his visit.
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TDC keeps its 
commitment to 

Youth Development 
through Athletics 

Continuing its pledge 
to Youth development, 
the TDC Group of 
Companies has given 
its Corporate support 
to the 42nd Interschool 
Championships, as the 
principal sponsor. 

The symbolic cheque 
presentation, which rep-
resented a bundle of in 
kind and cash contribu-
tions was made by Ms. 
Mia Bailey, the Client 
Relations and Marketing 
Manager at a media con-
ference held at the Kim 
Collins Athletic Stadium 
VIP Lounge on Tuesday 
13th March 2018.

In her remarks ahead of 

the much-anticipated 
Games, the Marketing 
Executive reiterated the 
Group’s commitment 
to the development of 
Youth, particularly in 
athletics.

“The TDC Group of 
Companies is proud to 
once again partner with 
the St. Kitts Amateur 
Athletic Association 
(SKNAAA) to further 
advance athletics in the 
Federation. We under-
stand that the strength of 
this relationship extends 
far beyond this arena, as 
we continue to help pave 
the way for our junior ath-
letes to thrive and excel 
in the sport of track and 

fi eld,” remarked Bailey.
She further added that 
“TDC prides itself on its 
longstanding involvement 
with the local Sporting 
fraternity and believes in 
supporting young people 
in various endeavours 
at the grassroots and 
National levels across St. 
Kitts and Nevis.”

In response, Mr. Valentine 
Henry, the newly elected 
President of the SKNAAA 
expressed his pleasure in 
having the local business 
house on board and spoke 
of the importance of hav-
ing TDC as it longest 
ally in the advancement 
of athletics. “On behalf 

of the SKNAAA and the 
executive, we are pleased 
to have the TDC Group 
as the principal sponsor 
of this year’s interschool 
championships.  For well 
over forty years, you 
have worked with us to 
successfully host what 
has become the larg-
est sporting event in the 
Federation, and for this 
we say, again, thank you,” 
said Henry. 

“We are proud of our 

partnership and the level 
of support that you have 
and continue to give us.  
It is our hope that as we 
move forward with a new 
vision for this meet, that 
you will continue to work 
with us to promote these 
games and by extension 
the athletes.  I speak of 
course of those who will 
perform here and make a 
name for themselves, just 
like some of our former 
athletes, such as, Kim 
Collins, Kurvin Wallace, 

Meritzer Williams and 
others.”

In the late 1970s, the TDC 
Group was one of the fi rst 
local companies to sign 
on to what was then an 
idea. Since then, its in-
vestment has helped to 
provide opportunities for 
many young persons to 
recognize their full athlet-
ic potential in over fi fteen 
(15) different track and 
fi eld disciplines annually.

Ms. Mia Bailey, TDC Client Relations and Marketing Manager presenting Mr. 
Valentine Henry, President of the SKNAA with its 2018 Sponsorship Package. 

Also, in the photo is Mr. Evris Huggins, Vice President of the SKNAAA
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Range Developments praises government 
for new real estate CBI option

(SKNIS): 

Range Developments, an 
investment and hospital-
ity company founded in 
2011, operating across 
the Eastern Caribbean, 
has highly commended 
the Government of 

National Unity for its 
recently implemented 
new real estate option 
under the Citizenship- 
by- Investment (CBI) 
Programme.

Mohammed Asaria, 
founder of Range 
Developments, the 

company which devel-
oped the recently opened 
and highly internationally 
acclaimed ultra-luxury 
fi ve star resort Park Hyatt 
St. Kitts, said “Range 
Developments applauds 
the Government of St. 
Kitts and Nevis for its 
astute repositioning of the 

island’s Citizenship-by-
Investment Programme.”

On March 20, 2018, 
Prime Minister Dr. the 
Honourable Timothy 
Harris announced chang-
es to the country’s CBI 
Programme “that will 
further invigorate” the 

programme, which has 
gained the envious repu-
tation worldwide of being 
the “platinum standard.”

“We will retain the 
existing real estate in-
vestment option at US 
$400,000, plus US 
$75,000 in Government 
fees. This investment can 
still be resold after fi ve 
years.  However, in order 
to attract luxury resort de-
velopments there is now 
being proposed another 
option where real estate 
offering that requires a 
US $400,000 investment 
may attract two applicants 
at US $200,000 each plus 
government fees but this 
can only be resold after 
7 years.  We have given 
favourable consideration 
to the recommendation 
by Real Estate developers 
for existing developments 
to qualify for inclusion 
in the new option,” Dr. 
Harris announced.

Mr. Asaria said that he 
completely endorses the 
new CBI option.

“As the developers of 
the recently opened Park 
Hyatt St. Kitts, and the 
newly launched Six 
Senses St. Kitts, we think 
this is a very positive step 
which will breathe new 
life into the country’s real 
estate market. It will help 

bring jobs and invest-
ment to the country, and 
I would like to acknowl-
edge the leadership of Dr. 
Timothy Harris and all his 
team who have worked 
so hard to understand the 
market conditions and 
create a favourable en-
vironment that benefi ts 
everybody,” Mr. Asaria 
said in a letter written to 
the government.

Mr. Asaria continued: 
“During construction of 
the Park Hyatt, we were 
contributing half of all 
construction wages on 
the island. We created 
more than 800 jobs, and 
now the Park Hyatt di-
rectly employs about 
350 people and benefi ts 
many other people in the 
economic chain. The 
Six Senses St. Kitts will 
have a similar benefi cial 
outcome, and it is particu-
larly good because those 
jobs will be in the north of 
the island, an area where 
traditionally employment 
has been scarcer.”  

Prime Minister Harris has 
vowed to maintain the 
“very high standards of 
integrity, rigour and ro-
bust due diligence” of the 
St. Kitts and Nevis CBI 
Programme, which is the 
oldest Citizenship-by-
Investment Programme 
in the world.

(L-R) Mohammed Asaria, Founder of Range De-
velopments; Prime Minister Dr. the Hon. Timothy 

Harris
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From the Supervisor of Elections: 
Issue 47: The Process revisited

When they came on Friday 23rd 
February, they wanted to see the 
names of persons who were removed 
from the register without objection, 
according to the [Opposition] Senator 
who came with them.  I asked him 
to repeat, and he did.  He was re-
ally wasting time, but we offered the 
documents anyway – at least those 
that were available.  We had over-
stored all of them during the passage 
of Hurricanes Irma and Maria, and a 
few of the required documents were 
not at hand. (we have provided them 

for this coming Thursday).

They also wanted documents from 
as far back as January 2015, know-
ing full well that I only took offi ce 
in June 2015.  They also knew that 
an Annual Register of Voters was 
not published in January 2015 and 
therefore there was no opportunity 
for public scrutiny, never mind any 
objections.  But they asked anyway.  

Let me again iterate the process 
for the benefi t of the public. When 
Annual Registers are published, 
they contain the names of persons 
who successfully registered be-
tween December (2 years back) 
and January to November of the 
year preceding.   The public, after 
scrutiny, has a right to object to any 
and every name showing up on the 
list, and this gives rise to hearings 
by the Registration Officers.  A key 
component of this hearing process 
is notification that must be sent to 
the address given, which in itself,  
has sparked the objection - on the 
grounds that the registrant no lon-
ger lives at that address.  Some 

objection documents claim that 
the person has “never lived there”.  
Thus, to start with, these documents 
are already miss-sent.

But this is a small country, and word 
gets around.  Besides, through a pro-
cess of enquiry and boots-on-the-
ground, the Registration Officers 
get the word out.  Also, the Officers 
themselves are well known in their 
communities and use their own re-
sources to conduct their investiga-
tions.  Some of the objectees, those 
who are politically motivated, flatly 
refuse to accept notice and do not 
co-operate.  These are the ones who 
become legally active immediately 
before an election; claiming system 
failure and willfulness.  These are 
the ones who are master manipula-
tors of the system.

Conscientious individuals may also 
come in and transfer their names 
if they have changed address (it’s 
usually upon a change of address 
as opposed to a change of occupa-
tion).  They too, will be subject to 
scrutiny, possible objection and a 

hearing. The names of all the per-
sons who are objected to are com-
piled in Form No 14 and put up in at 
least two public buildings per poll-
ing division.  The transfer claims 
are compiled in Form No 15 and 
similarly put up.   Then, if an ob-
jection is launched to the transfers, 
these are compiled in Form No 16 
and again put up in public. It is this 
putting up that is considered “pub-
lication”.  Come view the forms if 
you wish.

All the political parties use the 
same process.  There isn’t one used 
for this one and not applied to the 
other. What then, and where is the 
irregularity? 

Let me re-assure the general public, 
those who are interested in truth, 
that all we want at the Electoral of-
fice is for each person to have only 
one vote, in the right place.  That 
will ensure fairness to all.  The 
trouble is that some don’t want fair-
ness, rather they are looking for an 
advantage.   None will be given.
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A Belated Tribute to Jam Dem
Walter Huggins Wallace, Jam’Dem, 
or as I knew him, “Haint”, as in “He 
ain’t-crazy-you-know mon,” a phrase 
often added when any of his names were 
mentioned.  And, he wasn’t crazy mon.  
Unusual, yes.  But when mirrored against 
our own ordered, sequential, and maybe a 
little boring lives … possibly he was also 
a lot sane.  

For me, Walter with all of his theatre of 
the absurd antics and elliptic perspectives, 
always brought a smile to my day no mat-
ter how vexed I was.  I think of him as 
the Keeper of Charlestown.  Keeping the 
place clean while keeping both Islander 
and tourist amused. A fl ash of humour 
when you least expected it, like a bright 
fi refl y in broad daylight, or a breeze 
through a church window when the ser-
mon is desert dry.

Jam Dem, in his prime, meaning his legs 
were still strong, left his lyrical legacy over 
a vast area from Castle to Gingerland; 
sowing his “arte nouveau” arrangements 
wherever trash and an eye-sore carcasses 
of stalled dreams coalesced.   But it wasn’t 
just his Salvador Daliesque sculptings of 
wilted fl owers and empty plastic bottles, 
impaled upside down on construction re-
bar.  He also had a fl are for live theatre.  
I remember once he arrived by trans in 

Rawlins Village, dressed that day as a 
tribute to beer cans:  hat and vest made 
of beer cans cut open, fl attened and laced 
into shape, a necklace of can-tabs.  Even 
down to his shoes of crushed cans that 
made stiletto snaps as he strut the stuff of 
an accomplished dancer , which he was. 
And like a true vaudevillian, when every-
one was laughing so hard that even the 
domino game at Pity Man’s had to stop in 
merriment,  Jam Dem departed on a bus 
to Zion, next stop on his Island tour. 

His brain didn’t work like ours … or did 
it?  What better avocation in life than 
bringing joy and humour to people’s 
lives?  

Certainly dispensing fl owers, jokes, 
compliments, tangential calypso shots 
at politics and politicians, are valuable 
commodities for a healthy community.   
I’ll miss Walter.  And I will be the fi rst 
to contribute towards a “National Hero” 
statue of him on the Cotton Ground traf-
fi c-round-a-bout --- with a plaque.  “Jam 
Dem, Walter Huggins Wallace.  ‘He 
wasn’t crazy you know mon’”.

Monty Bassett 

Rawlins Village, Nevis
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