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Tech femmes give back

Fem2Tech students pose for a group photo while volunteering at the Carid Home on
Saturday.

of service. We don’t want
to just build websites and
create apps, we also want
A group of Clarence to help and volunteer,” said
Fitzgerald Bryant College Fem2Tech vice president
(CFBC) internet technol- Oksana Isaac.
ogy women students spent
a recent saturday helping “I really like elders, I feel
out at the Cardin Home, as like we could learn a lot
part of their public service from them.”
programme.
Fem2Tech mentor Genelle
The group of students, Lake said the group had
called Fem2Tech, spent a consulted with Cardin
few hours chatting to resi- Home about ways to help.
dents, combing their hair Cardin Home has dozens of residents including
and painting nails.
many elderly women who,
“I think volunteerism builds in this case, needed some
character and we do it out help plaiting their hair and
By Kenichi serino

Fem2Tech student Kenechia de Guire combs the hair of Cardin resident Beverly
Philip.

that are capable of being in
technology [but] they feel
“All in an effort to look and like it’s just for males alone,”
said Fem2Tech president
feel good,” Lake said.
Vivisha Wattley.
Fem2Tech was recently
founded to encourage more The women students say
women to enter information that they’re planning more
community service events
technology at CFBC.
as volunteerism is an im“It was started to encourage portant part of their core
females to join in informa- beliefs. They also plan on
tion technology. Because we finding a service project on
realised the scarcity of fe- Nevis. Some of the resimales in the field. We want- dents sat quietly during the
ed more females to feel they treatments, but others made
could be part of the field,” lively conversation with the
volunteers.
said Issac.
painting nails.

the hair of Cardin resident
Beverly Johnson they talked
with the elderly resident asking Lake if she can sing and
if she’s in a choir.
“I can’t sing,” said Lake.
“You can try,” Johnson said.
When asked about her own
singing abilities Johnson said
she knows some Christmas
carols and broke out in a rendition of “Silent Night”.
“Call me Mariah Carey, because I can sing,” Johnson
said smiling.

“We have a lot of females As Lake combed through

Government of St. Kitts and Nevis
to provide LIAT in over EC $1 million
in emergency funding support
The Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis to provide emergency funding support of over EC
$1 million to LIAT,
the Caribbean airline headquartered in
Antigua, at a meeting
of the Federal Cabinet
on Saturday (April
27th, 2019)
Coming out of a
presentation to the
Federal
Cabinet,
which was made by
a three-member delegation from LIAT on
March 11th, 2019, an
advisory
committee
led by Hilary Hazel,

Financial
Secretary
in the Government of
St. Kitts and Nevis,
was established to review LIAT’s proposals
and make recommendations on the way

Sea Ports Authority
(SCASPA). During the
March 11th presentation, LIAT’s General
Counsel and Corporate
Secretary
Diane
Shurland,
LIAT’s
Chief Financial Officer
Rojer Inglis and Chief
Commercial
Officer
Audra Walker informed the Federal
Cabinet that the cashstrapped
regional
airline required immediate
financial
assistance from countries that benefit from
its operations.

comprised representatives from the Office
Along with repre- of the Prime Minister,
sentation from the the St. Kitts Tourism
Ministry of Finance, Authority, the Ministry
the Committee that of Tourism and the St.
Cabinet
established Christopher Air and The LIAT high-level
forward.

representatives also
proposed for the
Government of St.
Kitts and Nevis to
enter into a Minimum
Revenue Guarantee
(MRG) arrangement
with the airline.
The Government of
St. Kitts and Nevis
agrees in principle
with the idea of participating in an MRG
arrangement on the
basis of further discussions and negotiations with high-level
representatives
of
LIAT.
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Bullets tore through 20-yearold homicide victim
By Monique Washington

The young man who
would become the
Federation’s ninth homicide victim had no
chance of surviving
the hail of bullets that
were fired upon him,
destroying two of his
major internal organs.
According to a police
statement, Forensic
pathologist Dr. Valery
Alexandrov
found
during an autopsy that
Cornelius was shot
multiple times from a
distance. His left lung
and heart were perforated by the bullets.
The Federation has
experienced
weeks
without recording any
new homicides. The
calm ended on the evening of Friday, April

Chandy Jacobs was
summoned to the
scene and pronounced
Cornelius dead. The
crime scene technician
processed
the scene and took
evidence into police
custody.
Cornelius’
death
is the first since
February,
when
seven young men
were gunned down,
six of whom were
killed within a week.
The
Federation’s
last homicide was
that
of
30-yearold
Chevaughan
Donald Cornelius Jr.
Hendricks who was
26, when 20-year-old recorded homicide in Cornelius was found shot and killed on
dead
at
around February 25. The last
Donald Cornelius Jr Nevis.
9.30pm “lying face homicide on Nevis
of Stoney Grove was
22-year-old
shot multiple times According to a press down in an unrespon- was
close to his home.
release
distributed sive state with appar- Jelani Liburd who
by the Royal St. ent gunshot wounds died on January 22
and to his body”. District after being shot and
Cornelius’
death Christopher
is also the second Nevis Police Force, medical officer Dr. injured on Craddock

Road in Nevis on
January 1.
Since late last year,
the Federation’s law
enforcement agencies
has been supported by
the Regional Security
System (RSS). In
January,
Prime
Minister Dr. Timothy
Harris said the RSS
will support law enforcement operations
in St. Kitts and Nevis
as long as they are
needed.
The police are currently
conducting
investigations
into
the homicide and is
asking people with
information
about
this incident to contact the Criminal
Investigation
Department by dialing 469-5392 or their
nearest police station.
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EDITORIAL

Talking Points
Within recent times, there has been a cacophony of voices claiming that persons are not being registered to vote because cards are not being issued. When
presented with evidence to the contrary by the writings of the Supervisor of
Elections, they adjusted the accusations to claim that only persons of a certain “leaning” or of a particular “colour” are being registered as voters. Last
week, Dr. Daley published an article claiming political operatives are at work
within the electoral office, targeting specific persons.

NOW
AVAILABLE AT

Perhaps we need to be careful that this does not become a self-fulfilling
prophesy. If it’s said long enough and loud enough, supporters may believe
and hold back from presenting themselves. If the hundreds of persons who
were said to have registered in January and February are only trending to one
side, then given the margin by which constituencies are decided, one side is
definitely doomed.

LARGE

We agree that the inability of the office to produce National Identification
Cards (NIC) is totally unacceptable and a dark blot on the authorities. But
we are reassured to know that a person may still vote even when they do not
hold a card. Not having a card does not remove voting rights anymore than
not holding a passport remove your citizenship. In fact, we question whether
a commonwealth citizen should hold an NIC identifying him/her as a national. The name of the document needs to change. Yet we cannot dismiss Dr
Daley’s comments as just the ravings of a disaffected opposition spokesman.
He is right about certain things. In this digital age, more information must be
made available electronically. How is a person living overseas to know what
is happening electorally? How is the office, located only in the Federation, to
track registrants who pass away overseas?

FORMAT

The proposal of the authorities to eliminate “overseas” vote is fraught with
dangers. Progressive jurisdictions have provided opportunities other than disenfranchisement, all of which should be duly considered. Some offer absentee
voting, some offer postal voting; some remove the right only after reasonably
long (5 years) of absences. The most forward thinking democracies track
their citizens (and voters) from birth.
The issue isn’t really overseas based voters coming home in droves to vote.
The issue is who finances the air fares. That question would be answered, at
least in part, by introducing campaign financing legislation. But neither side
wants that, so there is a deafening silence on that issue. Those who finance
can volunteer that information too, but they remain silent hoping to recover
their donations via awards of government contracts.
Thus, it is not that there are political operatives within the electoral office, but
rather politicians who refuse to have real meaningful dialogue, and who pass
bad laws.
It is time for the Daleys of this world to put up and talk real issues or shut up
altogether.
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Grand opening for Oualie
Pier set for May 15
By Monique Washington

The long awaited Nevis
Island Administration
(NIA) water taxi pier
at Mosquito Bay is set
to be opened in less
than two weeks.
The Premier of Nevis
Hon. Mark Brantley
said during his monthly press conference
that the pier, which
was to open on May
1, will instead open on
May 15. He said the
contractors are making
the connection from
the pier to land and the
last concrete is being
poured.

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and
tropical storms, the
project was delayed.

and Seaport Authority
(NASPA) and a fee
will be charged to
users.

The EC $6-million
project is being funded
by the Sugar Industry
Diversification
Foundation. The cost
includes the purchase
of the property for
EC $3.8-million, the
cost of the pier of EC
$596,000 as well as
the cost to construct
a ticket booth and a
gazebo-type waiting
area, a parking lot,
fencing and the refurbishment of a house on
the property.

“There will be a temporary structure built.
Persons using the pier
will be charged a small
fee. Currently I think it
is $10 being charged to
use the pier at Oualie.
Our charge will be
significantly less, but
there will be a charge”
Brantley said.

He said that boat owners will also be charged
a fee to dock at the
pier. Brantley said that
Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley announced a new completion date for Oualie Pier this
boat owners and other
week
affected people will be
The pier was halted tropical storm forced 196 feet. However, the through the facility. meeting with the manPlans for the pier be- lasted year because of the barge that con- NIA decided to length- The pier will now be ager of NASPA to disgan in 2017 and was an incomplete EIA, it tained the prefabricat- en the pier by 120 feet. 316 feet with a “T” cuss the fee amount.
shape at the end.
set to be completed took 43 days for this ed pier to return to St
The project was unThe increase in the
ahead of the official to be rectified. The Martin.
length of pier was de- Brantley said that dertaken by Seacure
opening of the Park next date was set to
Hyatt in St Kitts in be before the 2018 The initial cost to build cided after the NIA when the pier is Marine, based in St.
festival, the pier was over EC decided there would opened it will be man- Maarten.
November 2017. But Culturama
with an incomplete however a looming $400,000 at a length of be an increase in traffic aged by the Nevis Air

Une, deux, trois...sing!
By Kenichi Serino

competition began last
year and is designed to
Fifteen students from encourage the speaking
St. Kitts and Nevis will and studying of French
face off Saturday in a language amongst high
french singing com- school students.
petition staged by the
“From the first edition
Alliance Française.
we wanted to have a
The competition will powerful event to get
be held at the Old Girl’s the motivation of the
School in Basseterre at students in the high
5.30pm. Concert en- school to be back to
trance fees are $25 for learning foreign lanadults, $20 for high guages,” said Alliance
director
school students and Française
$15 for primary school Marine Moncaut.
students. This includes the concert and “The number of students learning french
refreshments.
in schools is decreasing
The students will be or low. So we looked
singing in a variety of for ways to get students
genres, including pop, more exposed to lanrap and Zook, a popu- guages. The more exlar style of the French posed you are the more
Caribbean. The stu- interested you can be.”
dents will be judged
on several criteria First prize this year will
including stage pres- be a trip to Guadeloupe
ence, difficulty, pro- and second prize will
nunciation. The annual be a trip to Martinique.

learners but the competition is a way to
support high school
students.
“Our main target is not
high school students
but at the same time if
we can help the local
high school system to
get more exposure we
are winners.”
Moncaut said the 15
students, made up of
10 girls and five boys,
have been preparing
ahead of the compeAlliance Française Director Marine Moncaut (right) and singing competition judge
tition with Alliance
Virginie Jouffrey pose next to a poster promoting this Saturday’s contest
Française
including
training in pronunciaThe winners will stay sponsor, Scotiabank, challenging,” Moncaut tion and rehearsals.
with host families and was not able to sup- said. “We have deviated
be immersed in French port a prize this year. it to a more education “It’s like the Voice,”
She said that a trip trip instead of touristic. Moncaut jokes.
language.
to
French-speaking This move is better for
Last year’s first prize neighbour islands was me because we are not “At the end of the day
we want them to have
was a trip to Paris more in line with the touristic agency.”
fun and to put a bit of
for the winner and a Alliance Française’s
chaperone. However, goals of encouraging Moncaut said that most challenge and chilli
Moncaut said it was not the learning of French. of their French pro- into it.”
possible again as the “The trip is more gramme is for adult
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Faraway, so close
Diplomacy can be unfair. Venezuela, Syria,
North Korea – when as many crises flare up around
the globe as is currently the case, they garner nearly
undivided attention. Consequently, investment in
long-standing partnerships and expansion of alliances is given short shrift.
But that is risky. In an increasingly confusing
world, we need strong partners. The world order’s
clear-cut rules and certainties are increasingly being challenged in the public square, also by new
actors. Our liberal democracy is being called
into question by authoritarian models. China and
Russia are merely the most visible of these actors.
Protectionism poses a threat to global trade. People
throughout the world are flocking to those who propose isolating oneself and building walls.
This is the populists’ paradox. Because globalisation, digitisation, migration and climate change
know no boundaries. The mere notion that global
challenges can be shut out, or solved exclusively at
the national level, is dangerously naive.
For us in Latin America, the Caribbean and Europe,
the stakes are high. In a world in which the law
of the strong supplants the strength of the law, we
can only lose. We are not military superpowers.
We cannot, nor do we desire to, impose our rules
on others. If we want a seat at the table and wish
to prevent others from reaching decisions without
consulting us, then we must close ranks.
We are separated by the Atlantic. Yet we share similar values and interests, and we have close cultural
ties. We live in the most democratic regions of the
world. We believe in international rules that create
legal certainty and promote economic growth and
prosperity. We believe in international cooperation,
because our countries benefit from exchange and
openness – based on the principle that, together, we
are stronger than each of us can be on our own. In
a nutshell, our countries are natural allies.
St. Kitts and Nevis is an important partner for us
in the Latin American and Caribbean region. We
are proud of our traditionally good relations, our
partnership of equals and our efforts to uphold
the values that we share. In the sphere of climate
change and sustainable forestry, our countries are
jointly engaged in programmes of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), with each of us benefiting from the other partner’s experience.
Germany wants to build on this with a new
Latin America and Caribbean initiative. It will
be launched at a conference in Berlin on 28 May,
to which I have invited my Latin American and
Caribbean colleagues. Together, we will hold discussions and recalibrate our partnership. And we
will not be on our own – experts on foreign and
security policy, the rule of law, climate issues and
cooperation in science and research will provide us
with valuable advice.
We offer our partners a positive trade agenda.
Latin America, the Caribbean and Europe must not
become collateral damage in the trade dispute between the United States and China. As Europeans,
we believe in fair trade that respects social and
environmental standards and protects the rights of
workers. We have successfully put this into action
through trade agreements with Chile and Mexico,
the multiparty agreements with Peru, Colombia

LOCAL NEWS

Elderly
woman
killed with
‘multiple
stab
wounds’
By Kenichi Serino

and Ecuador, as well as the association agreement with the Central America region. A free trade
agreement with MERCOSUR countries would be a
further important step. It would send a signal that
we are shaping the global trade system in line with
our values, because we believe that it should serve
our citizens – and not the other way around.

A 77-year-old Conaree woman was found
dead in her home with multiple, “brutal”
stab wounds on Monday.

“Police received a report of a body being
found in a house at Conaree at approximately 5:30 p.m. The police responded and
found the body of seventy-seven-year-old
Constance Thompson-Gumbs lying motionless in the living room of her house with
People in our countries rightly expect us to make multiple stab wounds in various parts of her
sure that globalisation and the digital revolution are body,” the police said in a statement.
just and humane. In future, if our only choice is
between a US or a Chinese technosphere, we will One man is in police custody and is assisting
have failed in our mission to steer these develop- with the investigating of the killing.
ments. That is why one part of our initiative is a
Future Forum in Berlin, at which we will consult District medical officer Dr. Maria Warner
with our Latin American and Caribbean friends was summoned to the scene and pronounced
and look for answers to urgent questions, such as: Thompson dead. Personnel from the forensic
What impact will the digital revolution have on our unit processed the scene and took items of
security and the international balance of power? evidential value into custody.
How can our democracies build resilience to disinformation in cyberspace? How we answer these Prime Minister Dr Timothy Harris has exquestions will determine whether our open societ- tended his sympathy and decried the killing,
ies can stand their ground against authoritarianism. calling it “a brutal stabbing incident that has
left her close-knit community of Conaree –
A key pillar of our initiative is strengthening the and, by extension, the whole country – berights of women. We all support equal rights and reaved and shocked.”
opportunities for women and men. After all, we
know that without equality there can be no de- Harris said Thompson-Gumbs was “bemocracy. Yet we must also recognise that the fight loved” in her Conaree community where she
against unequal treatment, discrimination and sexu- sold snacks to children.
al violence is far from over. With the German-Latin
American Women’s Network, we want to connect “These children will miss her greatly and
everyone who is fighting for equal opportunity for also struggle to comprehend why she is no
women and men, and in the process strengthen our longer around to give them their favourite
treats,” he said.
societies.
Precisely 250 years ago, Alexander von Humboldt,
the great traveller and explorer of the Americas,
was born. He once mused about a global government – without which, he maintained, the world’s
history would not make sense. I think Humboldt’s
musings will remain a utopian dream. Rather, it
is up to us to pursue our common values and interests on a global scale – and together, we have
the strength to do this. With a total of 61 nations,
the EU and the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean represent nearly one-third of all United
Nations member states. We are nearly one billion
women and men, and we generate 40 percent of the
world’s gross national product. The time has come
to harness our joint potential.

Harris said he hoped there would be solidarity in the face of violence and called on the
public to protect the vulnerable.
“Whatever comes out of her tragic death, we
must double our efforts to support and protect women, the elderly, children and other
traditionally vulnerable members of our
society so that they can live without threat,
harassment or abuse in any form.”
Harris called on people with knowledge of
the killing, or any other crime, to contact the
police.
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BON Tourism
Youth Congress
participants
revealed
named ‘Youth Junior
Minister of Tourism’
and will represent
The six students from the island in the
three schools on Nevis Rregional Caribbean
to be participants of Tourism Organiszation
the upcoming Bank of (CTO) State of the
Nevis Tourism Youth Industry Conference
Tourism
Congress slated for (STOIC)
May 21 have been Youth Congress later
this year. Last year’s
revealed.
winner was Recardoe
Brianne Chapman and Rodriques, a student
Donella Thompson of of the Charlestown
Charleston Secondary Secondary School.
School, Ebony Liburd
and Sharinque Reid Marketing officer at
of Nevis International the Bank of Nevis
School and Alesha Pheon Jones expressed
Kelly and Charlyn his excitement towards
Myers of Gingerland the event.
Secondary
School
will participate in the “Every year we come
event at the Nevis and I am blown away
Performing
Arts by what the children
proposed every year
Centre.
for tourism. I am
This year the topics for pleased and I am honthe youth congress are: oured,” Jones said.
By Monique Washington

Smart travel experiences within the
Caribbean region.
Equipping youth to
thrive in a changing
tourism environment.
Making
excellence
a habit in Caribbean
tourism.
The winner of the
competition will be

between the ages of 14
and 17.
“Its main aim is to
stimulate
greater
awareness of and
excitement
about
tourism
among
young people in the
Caribbean communities, by allowing them
to research various
facets of the tourism
sector and share their
ideas and vision,” said
Williams.

GSS-Alesha Kelly and Charlyn Myers representing the Gingerland Secondary School

Acting permanent secretary of Tourism John
Hanley said the
youth congress is a
competition to learn
more about tourism.

“I want you to see
this youth congress
as an opportunity to
learn more about tourism which is the most
“I am anxious to see important industry on
what
breathtaking the island of Nevis,”
ideas the students will Hanley said.
present this year.”
“We also want you
Tourism
Youth to see it as an opporCongress coordina- tunity to make meet
tor Oksana Williams new friends from the
said the event was an different schools and
integral part of the most importantly I
Caribbean
Tourism want you to have some
OrganisationTO and fun while doing this,”
is a regional activ- he said.
ity involving students

CSS- Brianne Chapman and Donella Thompson representing the Charlestown Secondary School

NISS- Ebony Liburd and Sharinque Reid representing the Nevis International School.
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE
Vacancy

Vacancy
REAL
ESTATE EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT REAL
ESTATE REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Vacancy
Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy
New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Handyman
needed
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Land for sale
Hanley’s Estate
6-7 ec per sq.ft
Contact :6629776

Vacancy
Tropical Engineering
Needs Shutter Installer
/ Service Technician
Contact: 763-5547

The Runaway Grill
New Castle is looking for Qualified and
experienced staff
Line Cook, Pizza
Staff and Servers.
Apply in person
between 2 and 6 P.M.
(869) 663-1494

Vacancy
Bernard Construction
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact :668-2752

Vacancy
Zoe Sensational Life
Occupational
Physio Therapist
Naturopathic Doctor &
Organic Pastry Baker
Contact:660-3647

New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy
New Generation
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy
M&K Construction
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner
With a Manual
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy
Handyman need.
Building maintenance
3 Kings Services
contact 665-1926

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

The Charlestown Gallery
869-662-6778

Vacancy
NEW MILEAGE
Needs a Store Assistant
Contact:667-0988

Vacancy
Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
or 662-9010

Vacancy
Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy
Banyan Tree Farm
Seeking Gardener
Contact : 665-2462

Main St, Charlestown, obliquely
opposite the Nevis Tourism Authority.
Open
Sundays: 1pm to 5pm
Monday -Thursday: 10am to 2pm
Fridays: 10am to 12pm

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

2 Bedrooms,
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 6643077 665-1025

New Vibes Real Vibes
Bar & Snackette
Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

CK’S Landscaping
Nursery Attendant/
Landscaping
Contact : 667-6155

Caribbean Beach & Swim Wear Ltd. is seeking 3
sale representatives . Building 15, Suite #102, Port
Zante. Contact: 662-2999 or 466-0446.

JOB OPPORTUNITY AT
BROOKES HAULAGE &
QUICK DELIVERY
We have a vacancy for a
Heavy Equipment
Operator & Mechanic
Must have over 5
years experience
Please call 869.662.8765
MR Brookes (Owner)
or 869.469.2744(Office)

LIQUOR LICENCES
ORDINANCE, 1906
SCHEDULE A

To the Magistrate District
To the Superintendent of Police.
I, Ingrid Phillip Now residing in
.................... Street in the town or
Village of Molineaux do
hereby give you notice
That it is my intention to apply on ............................. Day of
April 2019 next to the District
Magistrate At Basseterre for a
Liquor Licence in respect of my
Premises in Bay Road Street in
Basseterre Ferry Terminal
Dated this 22nd day of January 2019 .
Signed: IPhillip
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Harris
reaffirms
commitment
to farmers
Prime
Minister
Timothy Harris used
Thursday (April 25)
morning’s ceremony
to mark the opening
of the Department of
Agriculture’s
Open
Day 2019 to reaffirm
his Government’s fullest commitment to the
farming community in
St. Kitts and Nevis.

S.W. Tapley Seaton,
as well as the Minister
of Agriculture and the
Minister of Tourism,
at the opening of
Agriculture Open Day
event is indicative of
the importance the
Team Unity administration places on the
development of the agricultural sector.

Addressing the ceremony at the department’s
conference
room at LaGuerite,
Harris told the nation’s
farmers and fisher folk
that the Team Unity
administration stands
with them and noted
that “we are prepared
to give all that we
reasonably can for the
forward thrust and development of the agricultural sector.”

Harris also made mention of the highly touted Agriculture Support
Fund, where $1.5 million was made available in loan funds to
farmers and fishers at
a five percent interest
rate and $1 million in
grant funds through the
Development Bank.

“That is why, for example, in the aftermath of the hurricanes
of 2017 when many
farms were disrupted
and disorganized, we
instituted a response
mechanism
[where
we] made hundreds of
thousands of dollars
available to the farmers
and made that available to them for inputs
so that they could restart early, take up the
pieces again and do
what they have done
successfully – feed the
nation of St. Kitts and
Nevis,” Harris said,
while
commending
the efforts of Eugene
Hamilton in making
the case for this financial assistance to
farmers at the Cabinet
level.
Harris added that the
strong turnout of senior level government
officials,
including
His Excellency the
Governor General, Sir

“Over two hundred
farmers benefited from
grant financing. It was
last December…that
we gathered here and
there was the distribution of cheques to
farmers on the island
of St. Kitts and on the
island of Nevis. In
other words, the government is prepared to
put its money where
its mouth is. We don’t
just talk the talk, we
walk the walk and we
back the walk with
dollars and cents, and
that’s the kind of support you will continue
to get under a Team
Unity administration,”
Harris said.
Furthermore,
Prime
Minister Harris issued a call for more
individuals, particularly young persons, to
seize the opportunities
available and get involved in farming and
fishing activities that
help the agricultural
sector become a more
significant contributor
to the country’s GDP
statistics.
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Daughter
From the Supervisor
of soil
of Elections. Issue 93:
contributes Behaviour according to law.
over 30k to
school meals
Just as the lie is constantly being told to the public, so too
must be the truth, that registration of voters is taking place,
has been taking place, and
will continue to take place.

In January, 197 persons registered to vote and there were
objections to six (6) of them.
Also, in January, 171 perThe Ministry of Education in the Nevis Island sons who had registered in
Administration received a donation of EC November 2018 and passed
$30,600 from the Dr Lornett Mills-Rawlins the test of the public eye,
Charitable Foundation in collaboration with the were confirmed to the regisNevis Association of Florida to assist with the ter and can now vote. Both
the monthly list for January
school meals programme.
and the revised monthly list
On Tuesday a cheque for EC $30,600 was of November 2018 were pubhanded over to school officials. The Dr. Lornette lished on time in January Verification List in Form 3A
shall contain all the informaMills-Rawlins Foundation is the brainchild of 2019, as required by law.
tion provided in Form 3 along
Nevisian medical doctor, Dr. Lornette MillsRawlins, who originally hails from Rawlins vil- In February, another 156 with a copy of the photolage in Gingerland but currently lives and works persons registered and were graph of the registered voter
published, within the allotted and shall be restricted to the
in the United States.
time, as the February Monthly use of Presiding Officers and
Junior Minister of Education Hon Troy Liburd list. Again, in February, political party agents within
expressed his heartfelt thanks to the “wonderful” the revised monthly list for the polling station on election
donation made by Mills-Rawlins and the Nevis December 2018 that con- day. (my emphasis)
tained 150 names was pubAssociation of Florida.
lished as well. Then in March, Note the word “restricted”.
“$30,600, that can’t be an easy thing to give, we the two lists, the monthly list The picture list is restricted to
of registrants for March and Presiding Officers and politireally appreciate this,” said Liburd.
the Revised monthly list for cal party agents, and only on
“We are trying to adjust the type of nutrition that January were published. They polling day. I cannot therewe serve to our young people and we are try- contained 153 and 193 names fore release picture lists to the
ing to get a more healthy and a more health con- respectively. The six (6) per- general public unless the law
scious society. This will go a long way towards sons who were objected to of is changed, and I am not a law
the January registrants did not maker nor a law breaker.
that,” he said.
qualify to be made active.
Let me refer readers to an ofCurrently, all public primary schools on the island of Nevis offer the school meal programme In January, too, the Annual fense as set out in the law: A
Revised Register, was pub- registration officer who wilto the students at a cost of $5 per day.
lished. It contained 45,415 fully or without reasonable
excuse omits to register the
Speaking on behalf of the Dr Lornett Mills- names.
name of any person qualified
Rawlins Charitable Foundation, Ron Daniel
noted that the donation is expected to feed over There were transfers that were to be registered commits an
applied for, 122 of them, and offence and is liable, on sum100 students.
all of them were published… mary conviction, to a fine of
“We hope that as we continue to give, we will be thrice. Once on the prescribed one hundred dollars or to imable to keep the relationship with the Ministry form, form No. 14; then on prisonment for three months
of Education and that in time hopefully increase the Monthly list and finally on or both. To date, nobody has
been so charged much less
the Revised Monthly list.
that figure,” he said.
convicted.
Daniel said that he hopes more people will do- The point is, everything that is
being done, is being done ac- The fact that no cards are benate to the programme.
cording to the law. If the law ing issued is an aberration
“The hope is, as they give more, other people is bad, then the call should be and is being addressed. But it
will see this on the media and say they want to for it to be fixed, not for the bears repeating that not havgive too. So it’s not just one hand clapping, it’s Supervisor to be asked to do ing the card doesn’t mean
more hands clapping and more people are able to things that the law does not that a person isn’t registered
and certainly doesn’t mean
allow.
have healthy lunches,” said Daniel.
disenfranchisement.
Look
“If you have healthy children then we will be The law is very clear as to again at the law: The priable to have a better end product in terms of edu- whom and as to when the mary record of registration
picture list is to be released. for persons registered under
cation,” he concluded.
Let me quote it: The Voter these Regulations shall be a
By Monique Washington

computer generated record
to be known as the “National
Registration Record”.
A
card is to be issued and will
be as soon as the issues are
resolved.
To reinforce my point about
following the law, here is
what the law states about the
commonwealth people:
A
Commonwealth Citizen, registered as a voter for a constituency pursuant to this Act
shall have his or her name
deleted from the register of
voters for that constituency
where the Chief Registration
Officer is satisfied that that
person is no longer resident in
Saint Christopher and Nevis
without prejudice to that person’s right to make a new
application for registration
under this Act.
Now answer this question:
how is it that the former administration, now in opposition can see the flaws in the
laws so clearly as to be suggesting adjustments? Why
is it the SoE is under attack?
If they truly believe that no
registration is taking place,
then what lists do they want
published? And why haven’t
we had no more than six (6)
objections to the 520 persons
who applied for activation in
the first quarter 2019?
Still, all we are trying to do
is to ensure one eligible person gets one vote in the right
place and that fairness is done
to all. That is the essence of
democracy!
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New design for BHS unveiled
A 3-D model for the
new,
‘State-of-theart’ Basseterre High
School (BHS) to be
constructed in Ponds
Estate was unveiled
during a ceremony on
Thursday.

completion.

“The construction of
this new, state-of-theart secondary school
facility is real as it
is imminent. It will
be the most modern
state-of-the-art school
in Latin America and
the Caribbean,” said
Prime Minister Dr.
Timothy Harris.

“An investment in education is an investment
in our human capital. It
is to our human capital
that all countries look
to deliver on national
goals and to help maintain and enlarge the
gains of nationhood,”
Harris said.

“It shall provide a rich
and conducive environment for all our
children in spite of
their differing abilities
and capacities,” said
Prime Minister Harris.
Cabinet
members
and officials, as well
as BHS students and
teachers were present
for the unveiling and
their first viewing of
what the new school
would look like upon

The new BHS is being built to the tune
of $80-million. Harris
said this was “hard
earned dollars” needed
to support education.

“Education yes is expensive—in this case
$80 million dollars—
but if education is expensive we won’t try
the cost of ignorance.”
The modern Basseterre
High School will feature 32 classrooms, a
music centre with two
dedicated music rooms,
four science labs and
six computer labs, a
dedicated lecture room,
counselling and health

Prime Minister Dr. the Hon.Timothy Harris (center); Minister of Education, the Hon. Shawn Richards (right) and the
Honourable Ian Patches Liburd (left) standing in front of the 3D model of the new Basseterre High School

service facilities, an upgraded to “internaauditorium with seat- tional standards”.
ing for 1,200 people as
well as sports facilities Harris
said
BHS

symptoms
became in need of a new medical
home after students at its original site on
and teachers there Victoria Road.
began
experiencing
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Two new artistes announced
for St Kitts Music Festival
By Kenichi Serino

Two new ‘surprise’
artistes, including one
from St Kitts, have
been announced for
the 23rd Annual St
Kitts Music Festival.
Kittian singer Mykal
Somer will woo the
crowds as he joins
the Saturday line-up.
Also added will be
celebrated Jamaican
Mykal Somer
dance-hall
artist
Vanessa Bling, perartistes on our rosters Festival committee
forming on Friday.
so it is always special expects patrons to en“We pride ourselves in to include young lo- joy all of the artistes
presenting perform- cal talent like Mykal that are showcased on
ers that will excite Somer,” said Jonell our stage.”
wide cross sections Powell, the head of
of the audience. We the festival’s artiste Powell said the preparations for festival
have made it a focus selection committee.
to be held June 27to maintain at least a
30% presence of local “The St Kitts Music 29 were going well.

CMYK

Edwin
Yearwood
and Krosfyah, Nadia
Batson,
Farmer
Nappy, Rucas H.E.,
Ras Valley, 5 Star
Akil, Shal Marshall,
Skinny
Fabulous,
AkaiiUsweet, Fimba,
Charly Black, Nu
Vybes Int’l and Small
Axe Band.
Friday, June 28 will
host La Insuperable,
Davido,
Popcaan,
French
Montana,
Vanessa Bling
Cocoa Tea, Infamus,
Imark and Vanessa
For the first time, the being prepared, spon- Bling.
festival will be held sors are on board,
at the Kim Collins volunteers are be- Saturday, June 29
ing recruited, tickets concludes with Buju
Athletic Stadium.
are on sale and it is Banton,
Smokey
“Preparations are go- just for the people to Robinson, Ella Mai,
ing well, early starts come out.”
Mapy, Omari Banks,
and announcements
Melanin and Mykal
really allow for that. The Thursday, June Somer.
The venue is already 27 line up features
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Hurricane Relief Fund
Working for you…

RENOVATION OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD CENTERS

EMPLOYMENT
ACROSS FEDERATION

REPAIR OF
HOUSES OF WORSHIP

RENOVATION
OF SCHOOLS

Thousands of families served…

CMYK
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‘Great buildings renamed for
great personalities’: Brantley
By Monique Washington

Federation. In this regard it
was an easy decision on the
part of the cabinet to decide
to offer such an honour on
Mr Theodore L Hobson
QC,” said Brantley at the
official renaming ceremony on Sunday.

The renaming of the High
Court in Charleston in honour of lawyer Theodore
Hobson was “an easy decision” as a “great building”
deserved to be named after
a “great man”, said Premier
“This court house is a
of Nevis Mark Brantley.
great and majestic build“We are honoring the ex- ing which will be named
traordinary and distin- in honor of a great man.”
guished contribution of an
individual to civil society, Family, friends and govto our island and to our ernment officials gathered

at the High Court to wit- He called Hobson a “true
Nevis patriot” who is comness the
mitted democracy, justice
naming of the building and the rule
with Deputy Governor
General Hyleta Liburd of law and has demonmaking the official decla- strated that commitment
ration that the court house throughout his various
would be known as the contributions
“Thedore L Hobson Court
as lawyer, public servant
Building”.
and politician.
Longtime friend of Hobson
and
fellow
Queen’s Hobson said that to have
Counsel Charles Wilkin the building named afalso delivered remarks. ter him was an amazing

honour.
“To be associated this way,
to the Nevis High Court is
truly awesome but at the
same time, humbling,”
Hobson said.
“Whatever service I may
have rendered to the profession and the administration of justice, I did it out
of a feeling of devotion to
my country and that I will
continue to offer.”.

Courthouse named after longestserving attorney in Nevis
Nevis’ longest serving attorney Theodore
Hobson Q.C. says he is
humbled by the Nevis
Island Administration’s
(NIA) decision to
name the court house
in Charlestown in his
honour.

truly awesome but at the
same time humbling,”
he said.

Hobson said that since
he was admitted to the
Bar almost 56 years
ago, the commitment
to the rule of law has
grown by the increase
On April 28, 2019, af- of legal practitioners,
ter the official unveil- and the expansion of
Administration
ing of the Theodore L. the
Hobson Court Building of Justice in St. Kitts
by Deputy Governor and Nevis and the
General Hyleeta Liburd, Organisation of Eastern
States
and blessing of the Caribbean
building by Father Piotr (OECS).
Palowski, Parish Priest
for the St. Theresa Hobson said when he
Roman Catholic Church was admitted to practice
in Charlestown, Hobson on November 12, 1963,
said he is humbled to there were only 12 lawhave his name associat- yers in the Federation
ed with such a building. – nine in St. Kitts and
three in Nevis. However,
“Let me first of all, re- today there are over 140
cord my sincere thanks lawyers practicing in
to the Honourable St. Kitts and Nevis, of
Premier and his Cabinet which 40 live in Nevis
for promoting and and practise in the High
championing the idea Court in Charlestown.
of naming this Court
Building in my honour, Regarding the judicial
expansion, he explained
“ Hobson said.
that the introduction of
“It is my view that in the Eastern Caribbean
any democratic country, Supreme Court Civil
the Court is the most Procedure Rules 2000,
important institution. It as amended with its
is the symbol of liberty emphasis on transparand the commitment to ency and accountability
the rule of law. To be particularly in the area
associated in this way to of Administrative Law,
the Nevis High Court is through the Procedure

Theodore Hobson QC stands in front of the Nevis court house newly renamed in his honour

of Judicial Review, public officials and public
bodies are made to account for their acts and
decisions.

Justice, I did it out of a
feeling of devotion to
my country and that I
will continue to offer,”
he said.

Hobson believes that the
change is for the public
good, and demonstrates
the principal that no one
is above the law, which
is the foundation of the
rule of law.

Hobson used the opportunity to thank his wife
of 47 years, Dr. Daphne
Hobson, their children
Cabral, Farida and
Justin, and his personal
secretary of 32 years,
Charmaine Hanley.

“Whatever service I
may have rendered
to the profession and
the Administration of

the Federal Authority
and the blessings
of the Hon. Dame
Janice Pereira, Chief
Justice of the Eastern
Caribbean
Supreme
Court.

Other remarks at the
ceremony came from
Hon. Mark Brantley,
Premier of Nevis and
Mrs. Dahlia JosephRowe, President of the
St. Kitts and Nevis Bar
The name of the court- Association. Charles
house was changed Wilkin, C.M.G., Q. C.
with permission from delivered the Feature

Address.
The Invocation was
done by Reverend
Eric Maynard, and
the Vote of Thanks by
Ms. Rhonda NisbettBrowne. Brian Barnes
served as Master of
Ceremonies.
Among those present were Governor
General of St. Kitts and
Nevis His Excellency
Sir Tapley Seaton and
members of the NIA
Cabinet.
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TREAT YOUR
MOM FOR
MOTHER’S DAY!!

STARTING NOW

• Personalised mother’s day cards of
your choosing.
• Mother's day greetings along with a
picture in our newspaper.
• Mother's Day lunch and dinner Menus
advertisement in the newspaper At a
50% discounted cost .

Order Now
Limited Stock Available

Tel: 469-5907
Fax: 469-5891
observnv@gmail.com
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Herman W. Liburd to receive
Official funeral on Saturday
The Federal Cabinet
has agreed to accord
an official funeral to
the late Herman W.
Liburd Esq., J.P., who
was a former Speaker
(1980-1985). The official funeral will take
place at the Gingerland
Methodist Church in
Nevis on Saturday,
May 4th, 2019.

Speaker of the House
of Assembly from 1980
and was succeeded as
Speaker of the National
Assembly by Ivan
Buchanan in 1985.
(The 1983 Constitution
established
the
National Assembly to
replace the House of
Assembly.)

The public viewing for
the former Speaker will
start at 12:45 p.m. on
Saturday, after which
tributes will be held
from 1:15 p.m. until
the service begins at
2:00 p.m.

“Herman W. Liburd
was a visionary who
had a remarkable life
history, having presided as Speaker during
an extraordinary era in
our country’s development,” Prime Minister
Timothy Harris said
upon learning of his
passing.

witnessed a historic coalition of two parties –
the Nevis Reformation
Party
(NRP)
and
the People’s Action
Movement (PAM) –
under the leadership
of Premier Dr. the
Honourable Kennedy
Simmonds, who went
on to become the first
Prime Minister when
St. Kitts and Nevis attained Independence
on September 19th,
1983 and is now our
nation’s only living
National hero.”

1984, Speaker Herman
Liburd once again had
a front seat to history
when Constance V.
Mitcham was the first
woman to be elected
to serve in the National
Assembly,”
Prime
Minister Harris said.
Reflecting on Liburd’s
legacy, Prime Minister
Harris further stated
that, “His significant
contributions to the sociocultural fabric of St.
Kitts and Nevis have
forever been cemented not only through
his prominence as a
Speaker and lawyer,
but also because of the
influence and respect
he held as a newspaper
columnist, community
leader, and legal advisor to the Nevis Island
Administration.”

“Speaker
Herman
Liburd also presided
over a House that saw
the historic advanceThe former Speaker,
ment of women. In
who was 78 years old,
died on Friday, April Prime Minister Harris 1980, Eugenie Byron
12th, 2019. He was went on to note that, (now Eugenie Condor)
Honourable was the first womborn in Nevis on April “The
Herman Liburd pre- an to be appointed
2nd, 1941.
sided over a House Senator in the House
Liburd
served
as of Assembly that of Assembly. Then, in The Prime Minister of

Former Speaker Herman W. Liburd Esq., J.P

St. Kitts and Nevis extends deepest sympathy to Herman Liburd’s
daughter
Krysta
Liburd-Clarke, his son
Steven Straker, his two
brothers Dr. A. Linton
Liburd and Claudius
Liburd, and his five
sisters Eleanor Dash,

Rosalind Hai, Marilyn
Liburd,
Millicent
Liburd and Yvonne
Liburd.
The Prime
Minister and representatives of his Office
and the Nevis Island
Administration have
been in contact with
the family.
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Forensic team receives extensive training
Two persons from the
Forensics Department
underwent an extensive Open Case File
Development Training
Course to learn how
to more effectively
link firearms to crime
scenes.
The training was made possible by the United
Nations Office for
Peace, Disarmament
and
Development
in
Latin America

and the Caribbean Phillip said that the major aim of the training
(UNLIREC).
was to lay the foundaD a m i e n tion for the creation of a
Challenger, Ballistics digital and physical daExaminer, and Ciaran tabase of open firearms
Phillip,
Forensics cases. Such a database
Laboratory Manager, will make it easier to
were the participants link firearms recovered
in the course which to crimes committed.
ran from April 01 –
11, 2019 and was held “By doing this, we will
at the Forensics Lab be able to quickly comin Tabernacle and the pare scenes where a
Police Force Armoury. firearm was recovered

to see if the same gun
was used in multiple
incidents. This will
generate investigative
leads to help detectives
make connections and
quick eliminations to
narrow down the scale
of their work,” Phillip
said.
He
described
the
course as interactive
and hands-on. The
training was done in

Phillip Boyce, Forensic Scientist, Firearm, GSR and
Tool Mark Expert (left) and Ciaran Phillip, Forensics
Laboratory Manager.

three phases – documentation and test firing the firearms in the
armoury, introduction
to comparison microscopy, and microscopy
training and documentation for open case
file development.

examinations where
it allows for increased
linkages in gun-related matters, traces and
the
implementation
of an open case file
method to aid with unsolved ballistic matters,” she stated.

The facilitators for
the course were Jason
B. Francis, Senior
Policy
Advisor,
UNLIREC and Phillip
Boyce,
Forensic
Scientist,
Firearm,
GSR and Tool Mark
Expert.

She said that the training was well received
by the department and
that the facilitators
will continue to work
closely with them to
provide further training and technical
assistance.

Latoya
LakeMarshall, Director of
the
Forensics
Department, said that
UNLIREC has been
providing Caribbean
Member States with
technical assistance
to improve their capabilities for firearm
control, including law
enforcement training,
to combat illicit trafficking, legal reforms,
stockpile
management, as well as the
destruction of obsolete
and confiscated weapons and ammunition.

“The overall twoweek session was
welcomed by the department.
Valuable
ground was covered
and both Officers welcomed the advanced
technological methods
and skills imparted
to them. The facilitators will continue to
offer as much assistance to the Forensics
Department due to
the evident commitment displayed by
both Technicians, the
Crime
Directorate
and the Forensics
Director in enhancing skills and methods
to effectively battle
gun crimes,” Director
Lake-Marshall said.

“The aforementioned
initiative in and of itself serves as an added
plus to the ballistics

LOCAL NEWS
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Hurricane victim receives new home
The
Team
Unity
Government,
led
by Prime Minister
Timothy Harris, acting
on the advice of the
National Emergency
Management Agency
(NEMA) on Thursday
presented the keys to
a brand new furnished
house to Ms. Euta
Hodge of Molineux
village.
Hodge’s urgent housing need came about
after her home, located on Main Street,
Molineux, was severely damaged during the
passage of Hurricane
Irma in 2017.
Speaking at the house
presentation ceremony today, National
Disaster Coordinator
(NDC),
Abdias
Samuel, informed that
Hodge’s home, which
she shared with six
of her 10 children,
was one of the several houses that was

severely
impacted the Director of Public
Works
Department
during the hurricane.
in collaboration with
Samuel said, “I was the district volunteers
reliably informed, by for District 7, deemed
the NEMA Secretariat Hodge’s home as
and the District 7 uninhabitable.
Management
Team
that on the 6th “The severe damSeptember 2017, be- age report listed Ms.
tween hours 5:00 am Hodge’s home as the
to 6:00 am, a distress only destroyed and
call was received re- completely uninhabgarding a residence on itable home in all of
Main Street, Molineux NEMA’s eight (8) disthat was being impact- tricts; and the recomed by hurricane force mendations from this
winds and in need of report suggest that
rescue as the roof of she be afforded the assame residence was sistance of a National
destroyed. This dis- Housing Corporation
2-bedroom
tress call was one of (NHC)
the first to be received home,” Samuel said.
by the Agency during the passage of The National Disaster
Coordinator
comHurricane Irma.”
mended the swift
Following the hur- response of the Dr.
ricane, a damage Harris-led Team Unity
assessment report car- administration to the
ried out by NEMA’s humanitarian needs of
Damage Assessment Hodge and her family.
and
Recovery
we
are
Committee, chaired by “Today,

Euta Hodge cuts the ribbon to her brand new home as Prime Minister Timothy Harris
looks on

witnessing one such
responsible response
to humanity by the
Government.
We
are graciously celebrating on this occasion, a Government
initiative in building resilience and
adopting what in the

disaster
management discipline is
called the three ‘Bs’,
Building Back Better.
Often when a home
is lost during a disastrous event, there is a
psycho-social impact
to the individuals affected, in particular,

when challenged economically,” Samuel
said, while noting
that the response of
the Government to
the
reconstruction
and
rehabilitation
cycle is critical to
the sustainability of a
country.
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Two people taken to hospital
following crash
An investigation is
currently being conducted into a traffic accident that occurred on
the Island Main Road
in the vicinity of Ross
University on Sunday,
April 21 in which two
persons were injured.
The accident occurred
at approximately 11:15

a.m. It involved motor Omni-bus H30,
which is owned and
was driven by Jarryd
Saunders of Lamberts
and motor car R135
owned by Thrifty car
rentals and driven
by Sascha Aegerter
of
Switzerland.
At the time of the

accident, the Omnibus was transporting
eight (8) passengers
and the rental was
transporting two (2)
passengers.
Circumstances
are
that both vehicles
were travelling in opposite directions with

H30 heading west to
east along the Main
Road and R135 heading east to west. When
they got in the vicinity of Ross University
and the parking lot on
the mountain side of
the road, the driver
of R135 made a right
turn to go into a road

and collided with his left hip and head
H30 in the centre of and the other sustained injuries to the
the Main Road.
neck and head. They
The two passengers remain warded at
who were in R135 the hospital in stable
were taken to JNF condition.
General Hospital via
ambulance for medi- I n v e s t i g a t i o n s
cal attention. One into the matter are
sustained injuries to ongoing.
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Jury to deliberate in Walters murder trial
By Monique Washington

man, was charged in
September of 2014
with the death of
15-year-old
Shante
Claxton of Jessup
Villages.
He
has
been remanded to
Her Majesty’s Prison
since.

After two days of testimony and one day
of attorney’s submissions, a 12-member
jury will deliberate on
a verdict in the case of
Reese Walters who is
accused of murdering Claxton was found
laying dead on the
a minor.
bathroom floor of the
Walters, a 21-year- St. Thomas Primary
old Cotton Ground school hours after she

left home to attend the nails of Claxton.
Witnesses
included
church.
Claxton’s mother, her
Walters’ case be- grandfather, a forensic
gan
on
Tuesday pathologist, the mediat
the
Theodore cal examiner and poHobson
Building lice officers.
in Charlestown. A
total of 17 witness During the case, fowere slated to testify. rensic pathologist Dr
Alexandrov
Physical evidence was Valery
also to be entered in- testified that Claxton’s
cluding DNA from a death was caused by
used condom as well manual strangulation.
as samples from under He noted that this
could have only been
caused by someone
placing their hands
around her neck and
cutting off her oxygen.
During the testimony
of lead investigator
Corporal Ray Gordon,
a five-year-old video was shown with
Walters, who was in
police custody, giving
his side of what happened on the day.
Walters told the police
in 2014 that he and
Claxton made plans
to meet each other at
the school at 9am.
He said that he arrived at 9:15 and saw
Claxton. Walters said
that they began talking and then went
to the bathroom. He
said that the encounter became sexual in
nature which led him
to put on a condom.

Reese Walters

Walters claimed that
Claxton began to
tremble and fall to
the floor. Walters said
that he checked for a
pulse and listened for
a heartbeat but when
he didn’t hear one he
took off the condom
and ran.
Director of Public
Prosecution Valston
Graham
wrapped
up the case on
Wednesday
and
both
sides
gave
their submissions on
Thursday.
On Friday, the judge
will give his submission and the jury
comprising of nine
females and three
males who will then
render a verdict.

Shante Claxton
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One arrested at BHS aquifer protest
By Kenichi Serino

One person was arrested during a protest
on Thursday against
the construction of the
new Basseterre High
School (BHS) on a local aquifer.
The person, a young
woman, was part of
the protest organised
by the St Kitts and
Nevis Labour party
who have opposed the
location of the new
BHS. The protest was
staged at the unveiling
of a design of the new
school attended by
members of the Team
Unity cabinet including Prime Minister
Dr. Timothy Harris as
well as members of the
public beneath a tent.

in the protest because
Harris was speaking,
saying this was part
of the prime minister’s “dictatorial tenHowever,
Adams said that a dencies”.
physical struggle en- Adams said the woman
sued between the po- was asked to move and
lice officer and the arrested before Harris
protester when the lat- had begun to speak.
ter resisted arrest.
Liburd said the woman
“During the arrest would be making a
there was a struggle complaint against the
between the officer police.
and herself. She was
not hit, she was being “That is her right,” resubdued,” Adams said. plied Adams.
her. The police came
over tell her, insisting
that she was breaking
the law,” Liburd said.

Adams said that the
rest of the protest had
A tent at the location where one person was arrested in a protest against the location
occurred without inciof the new Basseterre High School
dent as other protestconduct, obstruction warned on a number were arrested. Liburd ers had maintained
of occasions,” Adams said that most of the some distance from
and resisting arrest.
protest disbanded dur- the tent. He said the
said.
ing the event but that woman protester was
“She was protesting
and she was close to Labour Party dep- a few young people only arrested because
she came too close to
where the tent was. uty leader and MP stayed on.
the tent, was loud and
Acting
Assistant She was very vocal Marcella Liburd said
Commissioner
of and loud. A number of the protest was attend- “Just about the time refused to move.
Police Adolph Adams reports were made that ed by 15-20 people the prime minister was
said the woman was she was disturbing the and confirmed that about to speak, the po- Liburd accused the
arrested for disorderly proceedings. She was one of the participants lice officer approached police of intervening

Leader
of
the
Opposition and the
Labour Party Dr Denzil
Douglas confirmed the
woman worked in his
office and neither her
nor any protester was
interfering with the
event for BHS.
“They were not in any
way interfering with
anyone’s rights as
citizens of St Kitts and
Nevis,” Douglas said.
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National Disaster Coordinator satisfied
with government programmes
related to Disaster Risk Reduction
Abdias
Samuel,
National
Disaster
Coordinator (NDC),
is satisfied that the
Harris-led Team Unity
Administration’s programmes are in line
with some of the seven
global targets and four
priorities areas of the
Sendai
Framework
for Action to Disaster
Risk Reduction.
The Sendai Framework
for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030
(Sendai Framework)
is the first major agreement of the post-2015
development agenda,
with seven targets and
four priorities for action. It was endorsed
by the UN General
Assembly following
the 2015 Third UN

World
Conference wake of Team Unity
on
Disaster
Risk Administration’s reReduction (WCDRR). sponse to the needs of
Euta Hodge, a home“Government
pro- owner in Molineux,
grammes are in line whose home was dewith some of these stroyed after the pastargets,”
Samuel sage of category five
said. “One such ex- Hurricane Irma in
ample is priority 4, September 2017.
and the other is target
re‘b’. Priority 4 points Government
to enhancing disaster sponded by building
preparedness for ef- a new house. Handing
fective response and over keys to the furto ‘Build Back Better’ nished two-bedroomed
(three Bs) in recov- house on Catholic
ery, rehabilitation and Street Extension in
Molineux to Hodge
reconstruction.”
by Prime Minister
Harris,
Comments by the Timothy
National
Disaster who has responsibilCoordinator
for ity for NEMA, was on
the
Government’s Thursday April 25.
Prime Minister Timothy Harris (centre), with National Disaster Coordinator Abdias
Samuel (right) and Chairman of NEMA District Seven Maurice Benjamin.
National Emergency
Management Agency “Today, we are gracelebrating on this occasion, a has done remarkably her distress call on
(NEMA) come in the ciously
Government initiative in disaster mitigation September 6, 2017 bein building resilience that included the offer- tween hours 5:00 a.m.
and adopting what in ing of duty free con- to 6:00 a.m. was one
the disaster manage- cessions on building of the first received
ment discipline is materials which is also by NEMA during the
called the three ‘Bs”, in keeping with the passage of Hurricane
Building Back Better,” Seven Global Targets Irma.
Samuel said. “Often of Sendai Framework
Disaster
Risk “I wish to express
when a home is lost dur- for
ing a disastrous event, Reduction, Target (b) gratification to the
there is a psycho-social which points out to volunteer corps in
impact to the individu- ‘substantially reduce District 7 led by Mr
als affected; in particu- the number of affected Maurice Benjamin and
lar, when challenged people globally by Mr Warren Thompson,
2030, aiming to lower whose invaluable leadeconomically.”
average global figure ership and commitAccording
to
the per 100,000 in the de- ment to nation building
community
National
Disaster cade 2020-2030 com- through
Coordinator, the re- pared to the period service are hallmark
attributes that ought
sponse of the gov- 2005-2015’.
to be mirrored by all,”
ernment
to
the
reconstruction
and “NEMA is supportive Samuel said.
rehabilitation cycle is of the Government
of
the
critical to the sustain- initiatives such as the Members
Disaster
ability of a country, roofing programmes NEMA
and he said that in the which assisted home- Volunteer Corps in
handing over of the owners who lost their District Seven, who
new house to Euta roofs during the pas- were all present at
Hodge, the country was sage of Hurricanes the house handing
witnessing one such Irma and Maria,” over ceremony, were
Benjamin,
responsible response Samuel said. “This Maurice
Warren
to humanity by the initiative helped these Chairman;
Deputy
home owners regain Thompson,
government.
Linden
a semblance of nor- Chairman;
Secretary;
Samuel said that with malcy in their recovery Brookes,
Manasses
Huggins,
the overall cost of efforts.”
the Public Relations
damage by the two
hurricanes at $117.2 In reference to Hodge, Officer; and James
million, the Team the National Disaster Bradshaw, immediate
said past Chairman.
Unity Administration Coordinator
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