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Louis identifi ed as emerging 
West Indies player for Camp

By Loshaun Dixon

St. Kitts Cricketer 
Jeremiah Louis is 
among 14 emerging 
Caribbean players se-
lected to participate 
in a camp for young 
cricket talent in 
Antigua starting next 

week. Louis and 13 
other of his regional 
counterparts will be 
engaged in a camp at 
the West Indies High 
Performance Centre 
(WIHPC).

This programme forms 
part of the new Cricket 
West Indies (CWI) 

administration’s in-
vestment in player 
development which 
is a key aspect of 
the existing strategic 
plan and new policies 
outlined by recently-
elected president 
Ricky Skerritt and 

vice president Kishore 
Shallow.

The camp will also fea-
ture four members of 
the 2016 West Indies 
Under-19 World Cup-
winning squad will 
headline the group of 
players chosen to par-
ticipate in the camp. 
The emerging players 
training camp is aimed 
at enhancing the young 
player’s skills in the 
white-ball formats of 
the game.

Louis has emerged 
as one of the leading 
fast bowlers in the 
Caribbean in the last 
three years and is seen 
a potential West Indies 
star, which would 
make him the fi rst 
Kittitian to play for the 
men in maroon.

Louis will also be 
joined by his Leeward 
Islands Hurricanes 
team-mate batsman 
Keacy Carty.

The training camp 
will take place from 
May 27 to June 13 at 
the WIHPC, Coolidge 
Cricket Ground in 

Antigua.

Programme manager 
of the WIHPC Graeme 
West said the training 
camp was aimed at 
increasing the depth 
chart of the West Indies 
in limited-overs crick-
et in the future. “The 
camp will be deliv-
ered by the CWI high-
performance team 
with a focus on de-
veloping the players’ 
white-ball skills and 
building on the poten-
tial the players have 
shown coming through 
the CWI pathway of 
youth and senior re-
gional tournaments.” 

He said the develop-
ment of players is key 
to the West Indies fu-
ture success and the 
region has to begin to 
build the depth of tal-
ent in the white-ball 
formats.

“We have seen the 
emergence of a 
number of our tal-
ented Under-23s, like 
Shimron Hetmyer, 
Alzarri Joseph, Keemo 
Paul, Oshane Thomas, 
Sherfane Rutherford 

and Obed McCoy, into 
the West Indies white-
ball squads in recent 
matches and all have 
performed creditably.”

West noted that there 
is a strong group of 
emerging players in 
the Caribbean and this 
initiative is a good op-
portunity at harnessing 
that talent and raising 
the profi les of some of 
our outstanding young 
talent, and “preparing 
them to be future West 
Indies stars.”

West said a group of 
12 out of the 15 will 
also use the training 
camp to undergo prep-
arations for entering 
this year’s Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL). 
“This is the fi rst time 
that the CWI selection 
panel has provided a 
pool of emerging play-
ers to CPL. The 12 
players that have been 
identifi ed by the selec-
tion panel are guaran-
teed contracts with the 
six franchises and will 
be entered into the CPL 
Draft taking place later 
this month in London, 
where the franchises 
will make their squad 
selections.”

CPL franchises have 
agreed to include at 
least one of the two 
players drafted in 
their fi nal line-up for 
matches. 

The 14 who will par-
ticipate in the camp 
are:

Joshua Bishop
Leniko Boucher
Keacy Carty
Roland Cato
Dominic Drakes
Keon Harding
Chemar Holder
Amir Jangoo
Ramaal Lewis
Jeremiah Louis
Anderson Phillips
Jeavor Royal
Keagan Simmons
Odean Smith
Shamar Springer

St. Kitts Cricketer Jeremiah Louis is one of 14 players 
to be chosen for an emerging talent camp to be held in 

Antigua this coming week
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Fetes, tournament and Jouvert 
all form part of Winfes

By Monique Washington 

In just one week, the 
13th edition of Winfes 
is set to kick off  with 
fetes, a talent explosion, 
a fi shing tournament 
and the return of soca 
group Odisis for the 
Jouvert jump up.

The St. James Parish 
Festival began in 2007 
as a means of raising 
spirit and to stimulate 
economic activity in St. 
James. The event is the 
fi rst calendared com-
munity festival held for 
the year in Nevis and is 
celebrated on the Whit 
Monday weekend.

Chairman of the fes-
tival Perlivan Wilkin 
told The Observer that 
he has seen a lot of 
“togetherness” when it 
came to planning this 

year’s event.

“This year we saw 
diff erent groups and 
associations coming 
together for this fes-
tival. They are united 
more than before. The 
festival year “13” de-
notes togetherness and I 
have seen a lot of that,” 
Wilkin said.    

However, competitions 
such as the Calypso and 
Queen show will not be 
part of this year’s cel-
ebration. Wilkins said 
that there had not been 
enough participation in 
previous years .

In 2017, the festival 
hosted an opening cer-
emony and a calypso 
show but both activities 
did not make the calen-
dar of events for the past 
two years. Wilkin said 
that this year’s sponsors 

are Carib, Skoll, Lefco, 
Nevis Housing and 
Land Development 
Corporation, Social 
Development, Pernod, 
Dewar’s White Label, 
The Real Juicy, Stag 
beer and others.

Besides Winfes , other 
community festivals on 
Nevis are the St. Thomas 
Festival in September 
and Gingerama in 
December.

The festival boasts a 
packed calendar.

June 1- Winfes 
Icebreaker featuring 
out of Trinidad Gypsy 
along with other lo-
cal artists at Whitehall 
Hardcourt
June 2 - Long Haul fi sh-
ing tournament at Long 
Haul Bay
June 6 - Talent ex-
plosions for the 40th 

anniversary of the St 
.James Primary school
June 7 - Winfes  Wet 
fete Whitehall Hard 
Court
June 8 - Winfes Unity 
fete at Dick’s Bar
June 9 - Full Meal 

Explosion swimsuit and 
lingerie modeling at the 
Whitehall Hard Court 
June 9 - Glow fete boat 
ride
June 9 - Winfes drag 
racing
June10 - Jouvert Jumpup 

with the Odisi
June10 - Herbert’s 
Beach Family day 
June 10 - Health walk 
from Oualie Beach club 
to Herberts Beach

A fi le photo of last year’s Winfes

Police service 
weapon missing 

for three days  
By Kenichi Serino

A lost police service weapon was 
missing for three days before it was 
recovered, St. Kitts and Nevis po-
lice said in a statement.

On May 17, offi  cers from the 
Charlestown Station while on patrol 
“visited a local bar where an inci-
dent ensued”. During the incident, 
offi  cers restrained a number of per-
sons who were resisting arrest and 

took them into custody.

During the incident, a police of-
fi cer’s service pistol fell from its 
holster and could not be found. 
An investigation was subsequently 
launched which led to the retrieval 
of the pistol on May 20. 

No one was charged in relation 
to this incident.Police did not say 
in the statement how the service 
weapon was recovered.
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Advocacy, 
not apathy 

We have become aware of a social media movement, ostensibly among 
youths, not to vote in the upcoming election.  If that is true, it is the worst 
thing that the young people can do.

A youth is defi ned by the United Nations body as a person between 15 and 
24 years old.  Our laws prohibit anyone younger than 18 from registering 
as a voter, and prohibits anyone younger than 25 from being a candidate 
in an election.  Thus youth participation in the electoral life of our nation 
is severely limited by law.  Also, we accept the illogic that someone who 
can give sexual consent and pay taxes at age 16, should not have to wait 
an additional two years to choose a representative; and almost another 
decade before he/she can be a candidate.   

However, to not vote is not the way to go. First, the right to vote is a 
sacred right, fought for over many years by our forebears.  In the early 
years, only members of the landed gentry and property owners held that 
right. A vote is a terrible thing to waste, and negates everything gain made 
before.  Besides, democracy demands action and not inaction. A govern-
ment will still be elected by those who do vote, and abstentions will not 
count.  There is no threshold for voter participation; rather it is the split of 
those who vote that matters.

The root behind the no-vote movement seems to be a disillusionment with 
the existing crop of politicians.  But politicians and election candidates 
are volunteers; they off er themselves for service.  Maybe there are some 
great candidates amongst our youths who are prohibited by age restric-
tions, but the way to change this – and other aspects of our electoral laws 
– is advocacy, not apathy.  

That advocacy has already started. The Inter-Parliamentary Union, at its 
122nd Assembly in 2010, in passing a 39 point resolution based largely 
on UN declarations, recommended that parliaments align the minimum 
voting age with the minimum age of eligibility to run for offi  ce in order 
to ensure greater participation by youth in parliaments. We are uncertain 
whether St Kitts & Nevis is a member of this body of 173 members and 
so whether this resolution applies to us.  Still, we are not sure that a fi rst 
job for an 18 year old should be as a Parliamentarian; not in this very chal-
lenging global world.

That is not to say that youth opinions do not matter.  They do.  That is 
why we have Youth Parliamentarians and mock parliaments.   Maybe we 
should pay more attention to these exercises and try to incorporate some 
of their debates into our fi nal legislation.  It is our next best step.

May it please you, Madam Speaker!
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Culturama reveals 
18 senior pageant 

contestants 
By Monique Washington 

The 18 contestants 
vying for titles in 
senior pageants for 
Culturama 45 have 
been revealed with 
Minister of Culture 
Hon. Eric Evelyn 
urging them to move 
“several gears up” in 
their preparation.

Evelyn said at the re-
veal all of this year 
competition will be at 
a high standard.

“We are expecting for 
Culturama 45 all of 
our activities includ-
ing the senior pageants 
will be of a extremely 
high standard. 

Preparation should go 

several gears up. 

After tonight all of 
you will have you eyes 
set on the converted 
crown for the respec-
tive competition,” he 
said. 

The 45th edition of 
Culturama will be 
held under the theme 
‘Love, Passion, Pride. 
Culturama 45’. This 
year’s event will run 
from July 26 to August 
7.

The contestants and 
their sponsors were re-
vealed during an event 
on Saturday at the 
Mount Nevis Hotel. 

Vying for the Mr Kool 
title will be Marlon 
Kelly (Flow), Kertley 

BJ Liburd (Stella’s 
Engineering), David 
Archibald (Nevis 
Tourism Authority), 
Darius Hodge (Nevis 
Cultural Development 
Foundation), Monique 
Jeff ers (Nevis 
Culturama Committee) 
and Xavier Sam (DAN 
Backhoe Trucking & 
Redi-mix & Min. of 
Tourism ).

Vying for the Ms 
Culture Swimwear 
competition will be 
Babita N. Selall (FIT 
Games), Aaliyah 
Gibson (Ole House 
Café), Natayah Morton 
(FLOW), Vincia 
Sturge (Nevis Solid 
Waste Management 
Authority), Denylle 
Chumney (Gasspree 
Services) and Kerricia 

Francis (Riviere 
House).

Both the Mr Kool 
and the Ms Culture 
Swimwear competi-
tions are slated for 
July 31 at the Cultural 
Complex. Also 

revealed were the six 
women who will be vy-
ing for the Ms Culture 
Queen Pageant. They 
are Joneika Smithen 
(Nevis Housing and 
Land Development) 
Shani David (Carib 
Breweries), Tereka 

Browne (Flow), 
Nayala Daniel (St. 
Kitts Nevis Anguilla 
National Bank), 
Harsha Parmanand 
(Development Bank), 
and Nakita Thibou 
(Nevlec).

Culture Queen contestants (left to right): Nakita Thibou, Harsha Parmanand, Nayala 
Daniel, Tereka Browne, Shani David and Joneika Smithen.

Mr Kool contestants (left to right): Xavier Sam, Monique Jeff ers, Darius Hodge, David 
Archibald, Kertley BJ Liburd and Marlon Kelly

Ms Culture Swimwear contestants (left to right): Babita N. Seelall, Aaliyah Gibson, 
Natalayah Morton, Vincia Sturge, Denylle Chumney and Kerricia Francis.
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Government 
changes policy 
on citizenship 

by marriage

On Thursday (May 
16), Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris clari-
fi ed any mispercep-
tion as it relates to 
his Cabinet’s recent 
policy shift regarding 
the number of years an 
individual can be mar-
ried before citizenship 
can be granted, noting 
that the Cabinet took 
into consideration the 
provisions provided 
to persons under the 
Constitution of St. 
Kitts and Nevis.

The Cabinet of the 
Government of 
National Unity ap-
proved that eff ective 
Monday, May 13, 
2019, the Ministry of 
National Security can 
now process applica-
tion for citizenship by 
marriage on requests 
subject to the relevant 
legal documentation 
being provided.

In clarifying his 
Government’s reasons 
for its decision, Prime 
Minister Harris stated 
the Cabinet took note 
of the Constitutional 
provision at clause 
92 [of Chapter VIII] 
which states that, “The 

following persons 
shall, if they do not 
already possess citi-
zenship, be entitled, 
upon making applica-
tion, to be registered as 
citizens: (a) any person 
who is married to a 
citizen…”

Dr. Harris said, “What 
happened at some pe-
riod in the past under 
the former admin-
istration, a decision 
was taken to impose a 
three-year requirement 
before a person who 
got married could in 
fact apply. 

In recent times, as 
the environment gets 
more litigious, law-
yers and other persons 
versed in the law and 
versed in the issue 
of justice have come 
to the Government; 
they have gone to the 
Governor General; 
they have written and 
said that that policy 
decision run counter 
to the Constitutional 
provision that they are 
entitled.”

After thorough re-
search and in conjunc-
tion with the Ministry 

of Justice and Legal 
Aff airs, the Cabinet 
concluded that there is 
no legal requirement to 
prevent persons from 
obtaining citizenship 
by marriage except for 
any unwritten policy 
which seems to be at 
variance with the law.

Harris noted that the 
Cabinet acted upon 
the advice from the 
Attorney General’s 
Offi  ce “to avoid these 
matters going to the 
courts of law and per-
sons being vindicated 
at a heavy cost to the 
Government.”

“The policy, for what-
ever good the intention 
may be, could not sub-
sist in the face of the 
Constitution and the 
law, so we have simply 
said we will abide by 
the law,” Harris said.

He said that there still 
remains a strict due 
diligence process that 
follows a person’s ap-
plication for citizen-
ship through marriage 
“to ensure that the per-
son is a fi t and proper 
person” for St. Kitts 
and Nevis citizenship.

Passport of St. Kitts and Nevis.
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BHS EIA available for public reading
By Loshaun Dixon

The Environment 
Impact Assessment 
(EIA) report for the 
new Basseterre High 
School, whose construc-
tion critics have said 
will endanger an aqui-
fer, will be made avail-
able for public reading, 
Minister of Education 
Shawn Richards has 
announced.

The decision to build 
the new Basseterre High 
School on a site close to 
the Basseterre Valley 
Aquifer has drawn 
strong criticism from 
the opposition Labour 
Party who protested 
outside the unveiling of 
the 3D model design of 
the new school earlier 
this month.

Richards said the 
Ministry of Education 
will hold a town-
hall meeting next 

Wednesday for the pub-
lic to air their queries 
and, with that being the 
case, they would be re-
leasing the EIA for pub-
lic reading.

“In an eff ort to support 
questions about the EIA 
report and in keeping 
with the governments 
transparency agenda the 

development planning 
and control board has 
agreed to make avail-
able copies of the EIA 
for reading purposes 
by the general public,” 
Richards said.

He said copies can now 
be read at the library of 
the development plan-
ning and control offi  ce, 

the ministry of educa-
tion, the public library, 
the public work depart-
ment and the temporary 
Basseterre High School 
campus.

“I want to implore those 
of you who have the 
time to come and share 
in the development 
agenda of our education 

sector.”

Richards said the town 
hall meeting would be 
used to share with the 
general public informa-
tion pertaining to the 
new school.

“A team of local ex-
perts, ministry offi  cials 
and the developers will 

be on hand to share in 
the work of the ministry 
of education,” he said.

Richards said over 
the next year over EC 
$80-million is expect-
ed to be invested in 
education.

“The new state-of-the-
art Basseterre High 
School signals strong 
support by the ministry 
of education and our 
students. This will as-
sist in unlocking the 
potential of our youth,” 
Richards said.

He added that the con-
struction of the new 
Basseterre High School 
is designed to advance 
the cause of national 
development.

“Education will not 
be short changed. An 
investment in educa-
tion is an investment 
is human capital,” said 
Richards.

Artist’s design of the new Basseterre High School
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CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  CLASSIFIEDS  
REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENT  REAL ESTATE  REAL ESTATE  EMPLOYMENT  EMPLOYMENTVacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

New Vibes Real Vibes 
Bar & Snackette
 Bartender & Cook
Telephone: 663-1751

Vacancy

RSJ Enterprise
ONE DRIVER, SALES 
CLERCK & CHEF
POBOX 638

Vacancy

2 Bedrooms, 
unfurnish
Call:469-5723 664-
3077 665-1025

Vacancy

Diamond Bar

Needs a Salesperson

Contact: 660-5569

Vacancy

Zoe Sensational Life

Occupational 
Physio Therapist

Naturopathic Doctor & 
Organic Pastry Baker

Contact:660-3647

Vacancy

Handyman need. 

Building maintenance 

3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

CK’S Landscaping

Nursery Attendant/ 
Landscaping

Contact : 667-6155

Vacancy

Health Plus Pharmacy
Cashier
sales clerk
Pharmacy technicians
Pharmacist
Tel:465-1072

Vacancy

Pop Up Spa
Seeking Nail Tech/ 
Massage Therapist
Please send your CV 
to ccur80@gmail.com

Vacancy

Linkup Bar & Snackett
Seeking Cook & 
Bartender with fi ve 
years experience
Contact: 660-0708 
or 663-0392

Vacancy

Parry’s Woodwork Ltd
Seeking Painter/ 
Carpenter
Contact : 469-2368 
or 663-2259

Vacancy

NEW MILEAGE
Needs a Store Assistant
Contact:667-0988

Vacancy

Bernard Construction 
Services
Wanted: Labourer
Contact  :668-2752

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Tropical Engineering
Needs Shutter Installer 
/ Service Technician
Contact: 763-5547

Vacancy

Prem Sukh Tayloring
Needs Seamstress
Contact: 665-9708

SPIRITUALITY

Specilize in all 
types of spiritua-l 
works- sickness
 Removing of 
evils-Blockages 
Clearances- Success-
Prosperity
Reading- ECT-
 Contact - 
+ 15926305590 
or Whatsapp 
- +15926305590.

Vacancy

Universal Beauty Salon
Seeking Hairdresser 
& Nail Tech
Contact: 765-2969

Vacancy

Ryan Construction
Needs Carpenter
Contact: 667-6872

Vacancy

Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
/662-9010Vacancy

M&K Construction 
& Wood Work
Mason & Joiner 
With a Manual 
Driver Licences
Contact: 668-1458

Vacancy

Striker’s Car Rental
Needs Mechanic
Contact:469-2654
or 662-9010

Land for sale

Hanley’s Estate 
6-7 ec per sq.ft 
Contact :6629776

Handyman 
needed

Building maintenance 
3 Kings Services  
contact 665-1926

Vacancy

New Generation 
Heavy Equipment
Seeking a heavy 
equipment operator
Contact: 665-2310

Vacancy

Survivors Bar
Shop Keeper
Contact: 668-8525

Vacancy 

Caribbean Beach & Swim Wear Ltd. is seeking 3 
sale representatives . Building 15, Suite #102, Port 
Zante. Contact: 662-2999 or 466-0446.

Vacancy

The Runaway Grill 
New Castle is look-
ing for Qualifi ed and 
experienced staff 

Line Cook, Pizza 
Staff  and Servers.

Apply in person 
between 2 and 6 P.M. 

(869) 663-1494

JOB OPPORTUNITY AT

BROOKES HAULAGE & 
QUICK DELIVERY

We have a vacancy for a

Heavy Equipment 
Operator & Mechanic

Must have over 5 
years experience

Please call 869.662.8765 
MR Brookes (Owner)

or 869.469.2744(Offi  ce)

Christina God gifted 
spiritualist I specialize in 
love marriage romance 
I reunite the separated I 
will bring your love one 
back to you I remove all 
evil all negative energy 
if you feel empty lost 
confuse I will help I do 
what others fail to Do 
my gift is from god for 
immediate results call.        
1-561-557-9540

Rebar Fabricator Needed

Must Understand Angles

Must Have Experience Using 
The Electric Rebar Bender / 
Cutter

Must Be Able To Work With 
People

Call Beyond Homes LTD

CONTACT# 

662-1549 

For More Information

Vacancy 

Sharky's is seeking two 
retail store supervisor 
with 3 years experience. 
Spanish speaking will be 
an asset.Please send ap-
plication to hareshsada-
rangani@yahoo.com
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Firefighters mark 19 years with events

By Kenichi Serino

A week of events end-
ing in a competition of 
fire fighter skills and 
a beach party helped 
mark the 19th anni-
versary St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue 
Service.

Basseterre Fire substa-
tion officer Timothy 
Martin said the week 
of events including fire 
fighters from through-
out the Federation as 
well as a competition 
with fellow emergency 
workers from Anguilla.

The week started off 
on May 12 with church 
celebrations on both 
St. Kitts and Nevis fol-
lowed by a community 
day on May 13. Martin 

said fire fighters pre-
sented gift tokens at the 
Children’s Home and 
gave food parcels to the 
needy. There was also a 
panel discussion on fire 
safety.

A cricket match was 
held on May 14 on 
Nevis followed by an 
Open Day on May 15 on 
Bay Road in Basseterre.

“We were showcasing 
what fire services has to 
offer, the uniforms, the 
equipment, we had one 
of our new fire trucks 
on Bay road,” Martin 
said.

“They were able to 
see one of our new fire 
trucks, to go inside and 
see what the equipment 
is all about.” There was 
a social event on May 

16 at the Basseterre Fire 
Station to promote ca-
maraderie. The follow-
ing day the week picked 
up with a competition 
of fire fighter skills held 
on Bay Road.

Three events were held, 
a one-person drill, a 
five-person drill and 
an endurance drill. 
Competing were the 
Federation’s fire fight-
ers amongst themselves 
as well as an “inter-
national competition” 
with fire fighters from 
Anguilla.

In the one-person drill, 
a fire fighter had to 
connect a fire hose to 
a water truck, lay it 
straight and hook up a 
nozzle before the water 
flowed through. In the 
five-person drill, five 

fire fighters had to set 
up a hose, knock down 
a target, divide the flow 
of water within the hose 
and knock down anoth-
er target. 

The final event was an 
endurance drill, a test of 
physical fitness for the 
fire fighters. While be-
ing timed, a fire fighter 
had to put on all their 
gear, a breathing ap-
paratus, gloves and a 
helmet. They then had 
to run across the street 
and climb up and over 
a ladder, then climb 
back down on the op-
posite side. They then 
had to grab a length of 
hose and straighten it. 
Topping off the drill, the 
fire fighter had to flip a 
tyre across a finish line.

Martin said that 

between the Federation 
and Anguilla, a local 
fire fighter won the one-
man drill while Anguilla 
won the endurance drill 
and the five-person. 

Locally ,the winner of 
the one-person drill for 
the women fire fighters 
was Sandy Point fire of-
ficer Shavanna Roberts. 
For the men, Robert 
L Bradshaw airport 
fire officer Livingston 
Guishard came out on 
top. While the overall 
winner of the endurance 
drill was Basseterre’s 
Shavis Galloway.

Basseterre Fire Station 
was also the winners of 
the five-person drill.

The week was capped 
off with a sport’s day on 
Saturday and a beach 

party on Sunday held at 
Cockleshell Bay.

“Officers as well as 
the general public they 
were free to come over 
and partake in some 
food, some drinks, some 
laughs, some lovely 
music and games,” 
Martin said.

Martin said that a com-
mittee is planning next 
year’s event, which will 
mark the 20th anniver-
sary of St. Kitts and 
Nevis Fire and Rescue’s 
launching as a separate 
entity from the police 
service.

“I’m sure next year 
we’re going to try and 
make it bigger and bet-
ter,” said Martin.

Nevisian women trained in hat making
By Monique Washington 

Twenty-five Nevis 
woman are learning 
to make hats in the 
first ever millinery 
workshop ahead of the 
Queen City Soiree on 
Sunday.

The training work-
shop is hosted by the 
Ministry of Health in 
collaboration with the 
Ministry of Gender 
Affairs. The facilita-
tor for the hat-making 
workshop is Amanita 
Cassandra Chapman of  

Ami Cassy Millenary. 
The workshop began 
on Monday and will 
end on Friday.

Chapman said that 
the attendees will first 
be taught the skills 
to make simple hats. 
They will then move 
on to making fascina-
tors, cocktail hats and 
others.

Shelagh James of 
the Nevis Health 
Promotion Unit told 
The Observer that 
“the workshop will 
culminate in an event 

entitled Queen City 
Soiree on Sunday 
where each partici-
pant will exhibit their 
hat designs as well as 
other artisans of Nevis 
to the public”.

James said that each 
trainee will have to 
make three hats that 
will be placed on 
display during the 
Queen City Soiree. 
The event will be 
held at the grounds of 
Government House in 
Bath Plains.

The other 

artisans include Riffca 
Maycock of Riff Raff,  
Yejide Njambi Parry 
of Back to My Roots, 
Vaughn Anslyn of 
V Designs, Deborah 
Tyrell of  Island 
Designs, Cavel Mills 
of Ziki Designs, 
Claire Joseph of CC 
Fine Jewelry and 
Accessory. The guest 
speaker for the event 
will be four-time 
Emmy Award-winning 
hairstylist Petula 
Skeete . 

James said that the 
trainee group were 25 

enthusiastic, entrepre-
neurial women. The 
hat-making is intended 
to encourage the pro-
duction of goods on 
Nevis. 

Chapman said the 
training in hat-making 
was a “wonderful 
skill” which she want-
ed to spread to more 
locals.

“We in the Caribbean 
do not always want 
to be a consumer. We 
want to be a producer 
as well. Entrepreneurs. 
And this is a wonderful 

skill for someone to 
learn,” Chapman said.

Chapman emphasised 
how important it is to 
work hard at the craft 
of hat-making and that 
practice always makes 
perfect.

“Every day I am in my 
hats. You have to hone 
your skills. You can’t 
just get up and do it, 
you have to practice 
it and practice it. You 
will make mistakes but 
the mistakes turn out 
to be styles as well,” 
Chapman said.

A fire fighter from Tabernacle races to compete in an endurance drill held in Basseterre on May 17.
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New Nevis Tourism 
Youth Minister 

encourages others
By Monique Washington

The new Tourism 
Youth Minister 
of Nevis, Brianne 
Chapman, has called on 
her youth peers to learn 
more about the island’s 
tourism industry and 
showcase their knowl-
edge in future Tourism 
Youth Congress events.

Three of the island’s 
secondary schools par-
ticipated in the Tourism 
Youth Congress held 
on Tuesday at the 
Nevis Performing Arts 
Center.

The Charlestown 
Secondary School 
was represented by 
Chapman and Donella 
Thompson, Nevis 
International School 
by Ebony Liburd and 
Sharinque Reid and the 
Gingerland Secondary 
School by Alesha Kelly 
and Charlyn Myers.

The topics for this 
year’s competition 
were ‘Towards smart 
travel experiences 
within the Caribbean 
region’, ‘Equipping 
our youth to thrive in a 
changing tourism envi-
ronment’ and ‘Making 
excellence a habit in 
Caribbean tourism’. 
The event also includ-
ed a ‘mystery round’ 
where students had to 
choose from one of 
three topics and present 
on it for one minute.

At the end of both 
rounds Chapman 
emerged as the winner 
with Thompson plac-
ing second and Reid 
coming in third.

Speaking with The 
Observer after the 
event, Chapman said 
that preparation for 
the competition went 
well but shortly be-
fore the event she was 
frightened. “It was kind 

of frightening at fi rst 
but then some of my 
classmates came in and 
began making jokes. I 
settled down and then 
I was like, ‘I can do 
this’,” said Chapman.

Chapman said the stu-
dents practised every 
afternoon with teach-
ers incorporating their 
ideas with technology. 
There were also tours 
hosted by the Ministry 
of Tourism.

Chapman said the ex-
perience was a valuable 
one.

“I would like to en-
courage other persons 
who doesn’t know a lot 
about tourism to enter 
so that they can have 
the experience,” she 
said.

Now that she has been 
recognised Nevis tour-
ism youth minister, 
Chapman will repre-
sent the island in the 
Caribbean Tourism 
Organisation regional 
congress slated for later 
this year in St. Vincent.

Chapman said that she 
is excited about the re-
gional competition “I 
have never been there. 

So I hope it would be 
really good ,” she said.

Event coordinator 
Oskana Williams told 
The Observer that 
preparations leading 
up the event were easy 
with about two months 
of pre-activities and 
training.

“We had a breakfast 
launch at Oualie Beach 
Club, we had a Nevis 
tour and a St. Kitts 
tour, to encourage the 
students to talk, ex-
press themselves and 
to get accustom to one 
another,” she said.

Williams said the aim 
of the Tourism Youth 
Congress is to stimu-
late greater awareness 
about tourism among 
young people in the 
Caribbean communi-
ties by encouraging 
them to research the 
tourism sector and 
share their ideas on the 
future directions for 
Caribbean tourism.

“It is not a debate but 
rather to discuss among 
the other students’ 
ideas to better tour-
ism,” Williams said

New Tourism Youth Minister Brianne Chapman

(from left to right): Pheon Jones Bank of Nevis, Brianne Chapman and acting perma-
nent secretary of Tourism John Hanley
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Water taxi 
operator 

pleased with 
new facility

For one of the longest 
serving water taxi op-
erators on Nevis, the 
new water taxi pier at 
Oualie Bay is a wel-
come facility.

Capt. Wincent Perkins 
of Islander Watersports 
told the Department of 
Information on May 
20, 2019, a few days 
after the facility was 
opened to facilitate boat 
operators plying their 
trade between Nevis 
and St. Kitts, that he 
was thankful for the 
foresight of the leader-
ship of the Nevis Island 
Administration.

“For the 14 years we 
have been in opera-
tion this [dock] is much 
safer, more professional, 
more welcoming to the 
island – the first impres-
sion. So this is a much 
nicer dock, a much nicer 
facility to be at, at this 
present time,” he said.

“So I would like to 
thank the [Nevis] Island 
Administration, [Hon. 
Alexis Jeffers and Hon. 
Mark Brantley], for this 
initiative of providing 
this first class facility for 
us,” he said.

In an invited response as 
to the type of advice he 
wants to share with fel-
low operators at the new 
facility, he urged them to 
be professional.

“There’s not a competi-
tion out there but just do 
it professionally. Some 
people come without 
uniform, with uniform, 
no shoes. Just create a 
good impression of the 
island in terms of keep-
ing the standards,” he 
stressed.

The local entrepreneur 
also used the opportunity 
to register his gratitude 

to the Yearwood fam-
ily, proprietors of Oualie 
Beach Hotel and owners 
of the older existing pier 
which he and other op-
erators were allowed to 
use over the past years.

He also expressed hope 
that the family would 
restore the older pier 
which has been affected 
by the passage of storms 
in recent years.

Perkins explained 
that his fleet of boats 
stands at seven but it 
will be increased shortly 
to 10. At present the staff 
compliment is about 35 
to 40.  Ninety percent 
are from Nevis and the 
remaining 10 percent are 
foreigners.

Meantime, while he 
thanked members of 
the public for their sup-
port over the years, he 
urged others to utilise 
the facility.

As to his thoughts on 
the future of the water 
taxi service with the new 
pier, Perkins believes 
that it will continue to 
grow.

“It’s going to encourage 
a lot more people to get 
boats because of the fa-
cility. I would project in 
the next year or two we 
should have on board 
maybe another five op-
erators,” he said.

At the end of the inter-
view, Mr. Perkins accom-
panied by Raymundo 
Nisbett, First Mate; 
and  Verez Dore, Second 
Mate, took members 
of the Department of 
Information’s staff 
on what could be 
described as a pleas-
ant and short coastal 
tour as far as the Four 
Seasons Resort, Nevis.

(L-r) Water Taxi Operator on Nevis Capt. Wincent Perkins of Islander Watersports accompanied by Raymundo Nisbett, 
First Mate; and Verez Dore, Second Mate on board “Point Setter” a 14 seater boat in the company’s fleet of seven.
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New look Patriots 
for CPL 2019

By Loshaun Dixon

A new look St. Kitts 
and Nevis Patriots 
team will take the 
field later this year 
when they suit up for 
the 2019 Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL).

The team lost captain 
and opening batsmen 
of the last two years 
Chris Gayle, who is 
also one of the greatest 
Twenty20 batsmen of 
all time.

During the CPL draft on 
Wednesday, the Patriots 
attempted to fill the 
holes left in the team for 
the 2019 season. 

The Patriots used their 
first pick on Sri Lankan 
star Isuru Undana who 
will make his CPL 
debut this year. The 
second and third picks 
were used to retain 
Fabian Allen and Evin 

Lewis respectively.

West Indies T20 Captain 
Carlos Brathwaite, 
Rassie Van Der Dussen, 
Sheldon Cotrell, Devon 
Thomas Shamar Brooks 
and Jeremiah Louis 
were all retained for the 
Patriots.

Other new pick ups 
include Laurie Evans, 
Ryad Emritt, Dominic 
Drakes, Afif Hossain, 
Kerron Cottoy, Akeem 
Jordan, Usama Mir and 
Arron Jones.

Along with Gayle, 
the Patriots lost bats-
man Brandon King, 
leg spinner Sandeep 
Lamichanne. The two 
will suit up the Guyana 
Amazon Warriors and 
the Barbados Tridents 
respectively. 

Alex Hales and Sri 
Lanka fast bowl-
er Lasith Malinga were 
among the big gainers 

in the 2019 Caribbean 
Premier League draft, 
copping the USD 
$160,000 salary slot 
after being picked up in 
the first round. 

Hales went to Barbados 
Tridents and Malinga to 
St. Lucia Stars. 

Other major moves that 
happened saw Keiron 
Pollard move from 
the St. Lucia Stars to 
the Trinbago Knight 
Riders while Nicholas 
Pooran will feature for 
the Guyana Amazon 
Warriors.

Each completed squad 
is made up of 17 players, 
including a minimum of 
nine senior West Indian 
players, two emerging 
West Indies players, a 
maximum of five over-
seas stars, and an ICC 
Americas player.

This years CPL will be 
the first for the franchise 

under the new owner-
ship after they were 
purchased by City 
Sports, Hong Kong, 
part of the City Group 
of companies.

The full Patriots 

squad is as follows: 
Isuru Udana, Fabian 
Allen, Evin 
Lewis, Carlos 
Brathwaite, Rassie 
van der Dussen, 
Laurie Evans, Sheldon 
Cottrell, Devon 

Thomas, Rayad Emrit, 
Shamarh Brooks, 
Jeremiah Louis, 
Dominic Drakes, 
Afif Hossain, Keron 
Cottoy, Akeem Jordan, 
Usama Mir, Aaron 
Jones

The full squad for the new St. Kitts and Nevis Patriots Caribbean Premier League team
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NIA 
introducing 

fund to 
help people 
start small 
businesses

In an eff ort to 
achieve the United 
Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, 
the Nevis Island 
Administration (NIA) 
plans to introduce a 
multi-million dol-
lar revolving fund to 
facilitate loans for 
all women, and men 
under 35 years who 
are interested in set-
ting up small busi-
nesses to provide for 
themselves.

Mark Brantley, 
Premier of Nevis and 
Minister of Finance, 
made the disclosure 
at his recent press 
conference at Cabinet 
Room at Pinney’s 
Estate.

“We had promised 
and committed to a $5 
million fund which we 
are calling a revolv-
ing fund where we 
want to make loans 
of up to EC$100,000 
available. 

We are saying at nom-
inal interest at 2 per-
cent so that those who 
want some seed mon-
ey to set up business 
can have an incubator, 
so to speak, provided 
by the NIA…,” He 
said.

“We’re restricting the 
fund to women and to 
men under 35, and that 
is deliberate because 
we want to encourage 
women business own-
ership and we want to 
encourage more youth 
business ownership, 
and so it might be con-
troversial but that is 

what we are advocat-
ing that more women 
should own business-
es in Nevis and more 
young men. More 
young people should 
own businesses and 
so that fund of $5 mil-
lion, we are trying to 
restrict it to that,” he 
said.

The Premier noted 
that the NIA had been 
speaking with the 
Republic of China 
(Taiwan) on the mat-
ter and talks are at an 
advanced stage.

He used the oppor-
tunity to encourage 
those who meet the 
criteria to take ad-
vantage of the oppor-
tunity to enter into a 
business venture.

Brantley reiterated 
that the business sec-
tor, including small 
and medium business-
es, is critical to the de-
velopment of Nevis.

“I continue to say that 
small businesses, me-
dium-size businesses, 
businesses generally, 
must be the backbone 
of our development. 

It cannot be all about 
the government, and 
the more people we 
can encourage to en-
ter into business, and 
the more people we 
can encourage to have 
their entrepreneurial 
spirit come to the fore, 
I think the better it is 
for us as an island in 
terms of our growth 
and our develop-
ment,” he said.

Premier of Nevis Mark Brantley has announced a new fund to help small business development on the island.
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Three clubs 
bat for former 

St. Kitts 
Cricketer

By Loshaun Dixon

Though they have bat-
tled for many years on 
the cricket field, three 
cricket clubs came 
together to help for-
mer St. Kitts cricketer 
Kareem Kelly with EC 
$1500 to aid in his re-
covery following back 
surgery. 

Young Gunz Cricket 
Club, the Molineaux/
Cayon Cricket Club, 

Sandy Point Cricket 
Club with assistance 
from the St. Kitts 
Umpires Association 
played in a tri-series 
for the past three 
weekends to raise the 
money for Kelly.

Each club donat-
ed $500 for Kelly’s 
medical expenses 
with the funds handed 
over to his father on 
Sunday following the 
final game of the se-
ries. Kelly is currently 

in Jamaica recovering 
from surgery. He is a 
former leg spinner for 
the St. Kitts national 

team and continues to 
support the sport on a 
local level.

The overall cost for his 
expenses is expected 
to reach up to $209k. 
While he is in a stable 
condition, Kelly will 
need therapy and will 
have to relearn to walk 
again.

Manager of the 
M o l i n e a u x / C a y o n 
Cricket Club Steve 
Saunders said that the 
three clubs decided to 
organise the games as 
they wanted to play 
some cricket. 

The $1500 was made 
to create a winner-
take-all prize for the 
series. However, the 
clubs decided instead 
to donate the money to 
Kelly.

“Further in our 

meetings and recognis-
ing that Kareem had an 
operation and the ex-
pense was one that was 
really high we decided 
as a good gesture in-
stead of us keeping the 
money let us donate it 
to Kareem.”

Conrad Kelly ex-
pressed his apprecia-
tion to the three clubs 
for the donation.

“What you have done 
in organising the 
matches is good for the 
cricket but you have 
put it to good use as 
well to assist Kareem 
with his medical ex-
penses,” Conrad Kelly 
said. 

According to his fa-
ther, Kelly suffered 
back problems follow-
ing an accident in 2016 
and said that a success-
ful surgery to replace 

three disks in his spine.

He said the surgery 
cost some US $64,000 
and there were also 
expenses for travelling 
and accommodation.

“Every contribution 
helps in this situation. 
He is now healing and 
sends greetings and he 
really appreciates this 
gesture,” said Conrad 
Kelly.

“We want to express 
a deep gratitude for 
this contribution. This 
is what team spirit is 
all about. This is what 
sports is all about.”

On the field of play, 
the series started on 
May 4 and wrapped 
up on May 19 with the 
Molineaux/Cayon and 
Sandy Point both de-
feating Young Gunz.

Conrad Kelly Poses with members of the three cricket the three clubs. 

Molineaux/Cayon Cricket Club manager Steve Saunders hands over cash to Conrad 
Kelly with members of the three clubs in the background
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Business associate of cannabis 
tycoon convicted

By Kenichi Serino

Charles Edwards, who 
arrived on a plane 
loaded with cannabis 
seeds, plants and prod-
ucts earlier this month 
with businessman Alki 
David, was convicted 
of battery, threatening 
language and resisting 

arrest on May 20.

St. Kitts and Nevis po-
lice said Edwards, who 
is also known as Chase 
Ergen, was convicted 
and cautioned for the 
off ence of battery. 

He was also convicted 
and fi ned EC $1,500 
to be paid forthwith or 

two months in prison 
for using threaten-
ing language and 
fi ned EC $3,000 to be 
paid forthwith or six 
months in prison for 
resisting arrest. 

Police said the off enc-
es took place at the 
Park Hyatt in St. Kitts 
on May 12.  Edwards 

and David had arrived 
on the island on May 7 
in a private plane with 
cannabis seeds, 550 
plants and products. 

They said they had 
arrived to begin a can-
nabis growing opera-
tion with the island’s 
farmers to supply 
David’s legal cannabis 

business, Swissx.

The cannabis seeds 
and plants were con-
fi scated by authorities 
and David later arrest-
ed. He was charged 
with possession of 
cannabis, possession 
with intent to supply, 
importation of canna-
bis and importation of 

a restricted item. 

David has denied 
all accusations of 
wrongdoing. He 
was released on EC 
$300,000 in bail and 
EC $300,000 in sure-
ties. His next hearing 
will be on September 
23.

V A C A N C Y
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Church service jump-starts 
activities to mark Development 

Bank’s 38th anniversary
Members of the Board of Directors, 
Management, and Staff  of the 
Development Bank of St. Kitts 
and Nevis attended a worship ser-
vice at the St. George’s Anglican 
Church, Cayon Street in Basseterre, 
on Sunday May 19 to usher in ac-
tivities marking the institution’s 

38thanniversary.

“In 1981 Development Bank of St. 
Kitts and Nevis set out to help with 
the economic development of the 
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, 
and also to make communities stron-
ger and to help people achieve their 

dreams,” said Warren Thompson, 
Chairman, Board of Directors. 
While delivering remarks at the ser-
vice, he noted that they joined the 
congregation to worship and to give 
God thanks for the 38 years the bank 
has been serving the Federation.

The Development Bank of St. Kitts 
and Nevis was established by an Act 
of Parliament NO. 1 of 1981 and 
opened its doors to the public on 
May 22 of the same year. Wednesday 
May 22 of this year will mark the 
institution’s 38thanniversary, and 
Thompson thanked the hard work-
ing management and staff  for the ex-
emplary work they have been doing.

“I want to say thanks to them, not 
just those who are present but those 
who have worked with us over the 
years, those who have retired, and 
those who have passed on,” ob-
served Thompson. “We say ‘thank 
you’, because we won’t be here to-
day without their hard work.”

Attending the church on the fi fth 
Sunday of Easter – Year C 2019, 
whose sermon was delivered visiting 
clergyman, Rev Joseph Edmeade 
of St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 
were Directors Rubina Nisbett, Dr 
Dail Crawford, Deniece Alleyne, 
and Nevis-based Director, Stephen 
Jones. Chairman Thompson gave 
apologies on behalf of Directors 
Walton Jacob and Floyd Harris, 
and the institution’s CEO Lenworth 
Harris.

The Chairman observed that the 
Development Bank of St. Kitts and 
Nevis continues the path of service 

for the country by providing oppor-
tunities through loans, and advised 
that whatever dream one has, they 
should come to the bank whose com-
mercial theme says, ‘nobody does it 
better than Development Bank of St. 
Kitts and Nevis’.

“When you think about Development 
Bank, let us continue to think oppor-
tunity,” concluded Mr Thompson. 
“We continue to ask for your prayers 
as we continue a great work in our 
Federation. From 1981 to 2019: 
Development Bank – we have been 
there, we are here, and we will be 
there.”

After the church service, the entire 
Development Bank team had brunch 
at Serendipity Restaurant in Harbour 
View, Fortlands in Basseterre. 
After the brunch, Director Deniece 
Alleyne, on behalf of the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, thanked 
the directors, management and staff  
for attending the church service and 
noted they were looking forward 
to the anniversary activities in the 
week. She also thanked the manage-
ment and staff  of the restaurant for 
their impeccable services and won-
derful food.

According to Danienne Brin, Human 
Resources Manager, on Wednesday 
May 22, the actual anniversary 
day, both the bank’s head offi  ce on 
Church Street in Basseterre, and the 
branch offi  ce in Ward Building on the 
Island Main Road in Stoney Grove, 
Charlestown, will have a Customer 
Appreciation Day where customers 
will be served light snacks and be 
off ered give-aways.

Members of the Board of Directors, Management, and Staff  of the Development Bank of 
St. Kitts and Nevis pose for a group picture outside the church after the worship service.
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Harris in 
Washington, D.C. 

for a two-day 
conference

Prime Minister 
Timothy Harris will 
be in Washington, 
D.C. today (May 23) 
and tomorrow (May 
24) for a conference 
at the World Bank 
Headquarters.  The 
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank (ECCB) 
and the World Bank 
invited him to attend 
a regional conference 
titled Digital Economy 
Moonshot for the 
Eastern Caribbean.

According to the 
ECCB’s Governor 
Timothy Antoine, 
and Tahseen 
Sayed, Director for the 
Caribbean Region at 
the World Bank,  the 
Digital Economy 
Conference will bring 
together policy makers 
and technical teams 
from Antigua and 
Barbuda, Dominica, 
Grenada, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia and 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, as well 
as representatives of 
the World Bank, the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank, the 
Eastern Caribbean 

Telecommunications 
Authority (ECTEL), 
the OECS Commission 
and international 
companies.

The Digital Economy 
Conference aims to 
discuss various aspects 
of the digital economy, 
a term that was coined 
by global IT expert 
Don Tapscott in his 
1995 best seller titled 
The Digital Economy: 
Promise and Peril in 
the Age of Networked 
Intelligence.

The two-day meeting 
will also explore ways 
to advance the ser-
vices within the digital 
economy throughout 
the Eastern Caribbean 
by building on the ex-
periences and needs of 
the countries. 

This consultative pro-
cess will help to in-
form an action plan 
for a regional project 
to be supported by the 
World Bank.

Deloitte defi nes the 
digital economy as “ 
the economic activity 

that results from bil-
lions of everyday 
online connections 
among people, busi-
nesses, devices, data, 
and processes.” The 
multinational consult-
ing fi rm adds that, 
“The backbone of 
the digital economy 
is hyperconnectivity 
which means growing 
interconnectedness of 
people, organisations, 
and machines that re-
sults from the Internet, 
mobile technology and 
the internet of things 
(IoT).” In the ICT 
Development Index 
(2017) published 
by the International 
Telecommunications 
Union, St. Kitts and 
Nevis ranks #37 out 
of 176 countries – the 
highest-ranking coun-
try in the Organisation 
of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS). The 
Federation of St. Kitts 
and Nevis ranks sec-
ond only to Barbados 
(#34) within the wider 
Caribbean in informa-
tion and communica-
tion technology (ICT) 
development.

Prime Minister Timothy Harris is pictured above at the reopening of the National ICT 
Centre
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Increases in stay overs continues to grow
By Loshaun Dixon

The number of stay over 
visitors to St. Kitts and 
Nevis has increased by 
14.5 percent, an im-
provement Minister of 
Tourism Lindsay Grant 
has credited to the gov-
ernment’s pro-growth 
strategies.

The improvement was 
seen in all air arrivals for 

the fi rst four months of 
this year over the same 
period in 2018. Arrivals 
from North America 
had increased by 17.2 
percent.

“This is a clear indica-
tion that our strategy is 
succeeding. To continue 
this growth we have a 
very specifi c targeted 
plan to increase ser-
vice from existing key 
gateways in the United 

States, Canada, the 
United Kingdom and the 
Caribbean,” Grant said.

Grant was speaking at 
the Tourism Experience 
Awards. He said that 
the tourism sector was 
showing very strong 
growth and was on pace 
to surpass 2018.

Grant indicated that a 
key component for their 
strategy was to improve 

air lift.

“We aim to open new 
gateways with Saturday 
peak season service 
from Houston by United 
and from Washington 
DC by SouthWest, a car-
rier that currently does 
not serve our federa-
tion,” Grant said.

“An expansion of 
mid-week peak season 
service from JFK by 

American, and from 
Atlanta by Delta, and 
from Newark by United, 
are all our focus.”

He said that Chicago and 
Boston have become 
target gateways also as 
they feed the existing 
non-stop fl ights from 
Atlanta by Delta and 
Miami by American.

“We have built outstand-
ing interrelationships 
with key airline network 
planners. Each year we 
meet with the airlines 
directly and engage with 
them at American con-
ferences,” Grant said.

Grant noted that with 
new services available 
in the tourism sector 
there are eff orts under 
way to grow the demand 
to support it. 

“We will be aggressively 
marketing in those gate-
ways to increase aware-
ness for the fl ights and 
our destination,” he said. 
This would be done with 
digital, print and televi-
sion advertising, as well 
as with “public relations 
infl uencers”.

He said that consum-
ers will see billboards, 
be targeted in online 
searches, fi nd promo-
tional off ers on social 
media and be directed 
to where they can book 
their trip to St. Kitts.

Grant said there would 
also be more hotel de-
velopments to accom-
modate arrivals.

The Tourism Experience 

Awards are an annual 
event to acknowledge 
high achievers in the 
local tourism sector. 
Several entities were 
recognised for their 
work. 

The winners of the 
Tourism Experience 
Award 2019 are as 
follows:

St. Kitts Tourism 
Authority Partnership 
Award - Royal St. Kitts 
Hotel

Employee of the Year 
Award - Avernell 
Williams– Rams 
Trading Ltd.

Vendor Excellence of 
the Year Award - Joseph 
Richards – Black Rocks 
Craft Vendor

Tourism Business 
Excellence Award - 
Dreamy Weddings 
& Tours Inc
Tourism Corporate 
Responsibility Award - 
The National Museum
Taxi/ Tour Operator 
of the Year Award - 
Leighton Gumbs

Sustainable Tourism 
Award - Ocean Terrace 
Inn

Minister’s Award of 
Excellence - Austin 
Huggins- Cruise 
Operations Inspector

SCASPA’S Port 
Excellence Award 
(Airport) - Yazani Kelly
SCASPA’s Port 
Excellence Awards 
(Seaport) - Sgt. Carol 
Blackman

Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant
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Police and Fire officers trained as 
emergency medical responders

By Monique Washington 

Some members of the 
Royal St. Christopher 
and Nevis Police Force 
and the Nevis Fire 
Service are participat-
ing in a workshop to 
train them as emergency 
medical responders who 
will be able to provide 
out-of-hospital care 
when needed.

The training workshop 
began on Monday at 
the Red Cross Building 
in Charlestown. The 
workshop is a collab-
orative effort between 
the Red Cross Society 
and the Nevis Disaster 
Management Agency .

According to Critical 
Care and Trauma Nurse 
and Red Cross instructor 

Roxanne Brookes there 
has been an increase in 
the intensity and the se-
verity of emergencies, 

including natural, man-
made and humani-
tarian. “St. Kitts and 
Nevis like most of the 

other Caribbean islands 
are also susceptible to 
several hazards includ-
ing earthquakes and 

hurricanes. That coupled 
with other local inci-
dences has increased the 
recognition by the [Red 
Cross] to have a more 
well prepared response 
at the community level,” 
Brookes said 

Brookes said that the 
Red Cross has taken the 
initiative to have medi-
cal personnel who are a 
part of its volunteer team 
to be certified as emer-
gency responder instruc-
tors. Also speaking at 
the opening ceremony 
of the workshop, direc-
tor of Nevis Disaster 
Management Agency 
Brian Dyer noted the 
importance of having 
emergency medical 
responders. 

“The certification of 
emergency medical 

responders will allow 
you who are specially 
trained to provide out of 
hospital care in medical 
emergencies that may be 
caused by physical trau-
ma to the body such as 
accidents, falls, hits and 
by weapons,” Dyer said.

He noted that emergency 
medical responders typi-
cally assist by providing 
basic life support and 
pre-hospital care when 
hospital professionals 
are not available. “It is 
intended that this train-
ing will expand to com-
munity emergency and 
disaster response teams 
or volunteers in the near 
future,” he said.

Facilitating the work-
shop with Brooks 
was EMT Vercelette 
Molyneaux .

The Charleston Red Cross hosted a week of training for emergency medical workers.
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4,000 people to receive PAP 
benefi ts this month

Approximately four 
thousand (4,000) resi-
dents will receive their 
benefi ts on May 31 
under the Government 
of St. Kitts and Nevis’ 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (PAP).

This will mark the fi fth 
month payments are 

made to the deserving 
households across the 
country, since the offi  -
cial launch of the  pro-
gramme on December 
24, 2018.

Designed to improve 
the socio-economic 
status of citizens 
and residents in 

the Federation, the 
Poverty Alleviation 
Programme provides 
an EC$500 monthly 
assistance to house-
holds earning less than 
EC$3000 a month.

It was one of the main 
promises of the Team 
Unity administration 

that has been fulfi lled 
to the benefit and joy 
of many.

Residents from every 
constituency across 
the Federation ben-
efit from the pro-
gramme, as Prime 
Minister Harris 
and his Team Unity 

administration have 
committed to helping 
persons transform 
their lives for the bet-
ter and enhance the 
standard of living for 
all in the country.

In several video inter-
views, beneficiaries 
of the programme 

have thanked the 
prime minister and 
the Government of 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
for the timely finan-
cial assistance that 
has been very useful 
to them in offsetting 
the costs of utility 
bills, medication and 
food.

Prime Minister Timothy Harris (right) and Minister of Tourism Lindsay Grant, present 
$500 cheque to PAP enrollee
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Federation considering hotel school
By Kenichi Serino

The St. Kitts and Nevis 
government is con-
sidering establishing 
a hospitality school, 
Ministry of Education 
permanent secretary 
William Hodge said.

“With the expansion 
of the hotel trade we 
would need more 
qualifi ed persons and 

we believe that if we 
set up our own local 
training institute we 
would be able to train 
more people as op-
posed to sending them 
abroad,” Hodge told 
The Observer in an 
interview.

This school would 
provide “practical 
experience” in hos-
pitality jobs such as 
house-keeping and bar 

tending. 

Hodge said discus-
sions to create a hospi-
tality school are “very 
preliminary”. A pos-
sible location for the 
school is being consid-
ered and a paper being 
prepared which will 
be sent to cabinet for 
consideration.

Hodge said there 
were discussions to 

embark on a study 
tour of existing hos-
pitality schools in 
Barbados and Jamaica 
which were suggest-
ed by the Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB). Hodge said 
there had also been 
“preliminary discus-
sions” about a hospi-
tality school with CDB 
which has “show n 
interest in developing 
such an institution.”

Hodge said that gov-
ernment did not know 
how many people from 
St. Kitts and Nevis had 
been sent abroad for 
hospitality training. 
However, he said that 
that local hotels have 
had to do this with 
some employees.

Hodge added that a 
hospitality school was 
a service that govern-
ment would want to 
provide in collabora-
tion with local hotels. 
It is being planned 

by the Ministries 
of Education and 
Tourism.

Some hospitality train-
ing has been provided 
by local institutions 
in the past. In 2016 a 
training programme 

was announced be-
tween the Park Hyatt 
Hotel and Clarence 
Fitzroy Bryant College 
(CFBC) to train, fi -
nance scholarships 
and provide future em-
ployment for college 
hospitality students.

Ministry of Education permanent secretary William 
Hodge speaks at the St. Kitts Tourism Youth Congress. 

He told The Observer that the Federation is in “very 
preliminary” plans to build a hospitality school
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